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l. THESGNIHCANCEOF THEDOCTRINEOF THETRINITY BPTHECOMMUNITY OF LOVE
. THEFATHER DELIVERSUP AND BETRAYSHISSON UNTO DEATH FOR OUR SAKE

(He who did nat spare his omn Son but gave him up for us all, how will he nat also with him
gradoudy give usall things2ORomans 8:32

A The phrase in the Romanstext, @ave (him) up, Gsometimes trandated @divered (him) upOsa
dnge word in Gresk, not Smply the verb Go giveOfollowed by the prepostion @ip.Olt isa
snde and very grong word, which in the Bible, isused only in anegetive sense. Its meaning is
more dong the lines of ®etray, O@diver up,Oor @agt out.Oln the crudifixion, the Fether
goendoned His Son.

B. Thisis profoundly illustrated in the Gospel accounts of the Garden of Gethsemane when Jesus
is Qyreatly digressed and troubled [fearful]” (Mark 14:33). He cries out with His usud
intimate address of \boa, Fether. OHowever, this prayer comes with afar degree of agitation,
meking it diginct from Hisnormd times of solitude with the Father.

C. Mak recordsthis prayer asdmost being acommeand or demand: Qhbba, Father, all thingsare
possble for you. Remove this aup from meO(Mark 14:36). He returns to the friends He so
desperadly desres ganding with Him, but He finds them adeep. He is gpparently distraught,
and not smply for the disciplesOsske.

1. | believe that when Jesus ssys, OThe spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weakO
(Mark 14:38) He is not only taking ebout Peter, He is taking ebout Himsdlf. He is
experiencing the depths of His own wesgkness. He is looking for any possble way out
of drinking the cup set before Him. He returns to pray agan, for it gopears tha the
Fether is not responding. He hes received no answer. The Fether isdlent. Jesus is|eft
done.

2. That we should bak a such asuggestion indicates tha we underesimete the intendty
of JesusOaufferings and the redity of His humanity. He hed the same wesk flesh thet
of the disciples did.

3. Ghis unanswered prayer is the beginning of JesusOred passonN his agony & his
forskenness by the Father.® JesusO suffering was not primerily physicd. It was
primaily emotiond and relaiond distress in His ebendonment by the Father. At the
Cross, Jesuswas orphaned.

* Jurgen Moltmann, Trinity and the Kingdom (New York: Harper and Row, 1981): 76. Heredfter Tk
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D.

Why was Jesus overwhemed with sorrow to the point of death? Because of his impending
physcd suffering? The gpostles and other martyrs were ale to face death undrad because of
their confidence in the resurrection and the hope of heaven. Surely Jesus could have hed such.
Indeed his terror was concerning tha of an entirely other order well beyond physcd pain.
Jesus knew well of the existence beyond earthly pan and that is precisely what terrified him B
his sparaion from the world surrounding earthly exisence, which He had been a gad

participant of for eternity padt.

Up until this point, Jesus had experienced uninterrupted, infinite plessure in Hisrelaionship
with His Father. The flow of love between them had never been decressed or dfected to any
degree. Now however, Jesus is avare thet something is terribly wrong. It is something He hes
never remotey experienced before. It is a torturous pan infinitely beyond our
comprehenson. We have never come dose to experiencing the rdlaionship the Father and Son
shared and thus cannot imagine how deeply this separaion tore Hisinner being.

1. The @upQis not smply physicd sufferingN it is the ultimate identification with the
plight of humanity in their suffering and dienation since the FIN dienation from God
and from each other. In the events to follow, Jesus would find his disciples to desert
Him, and His Father to be dlent in His darkest hour of need.

2. @lot only in the eyes of the world and hisdisciples, nay, in hisown eyestoo did Christ
e himsdf aslog, asforssken by God, fdt in his conscience that He Himself waslog,
a5 forssken by God, suffered the torments of the demned, who fed God® eternd
wrath, srink back from it and flee. @

3. (e was not merdy assdled by fear and suffering in his humen nature, as scholegtic
tradition would have it. He was assaled in his person, his very essence, in his
relationship to the Fether Bin His divine sonship. @

This suffering dimaxes in JesusOdramétic cry from the cross, when He Qried with a loud
vace, (Eld, Ed, lama sabachthan?0 which means, My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?D (Mark 15:34). This is the only time in the entire Bible when Jesus uses the
formd address @odOraher than Gather. OHere, His forsskenness by the Father is full and
complete. It is full and complete identification with our God-forskenness in which His
forsskenness and dienaion overpowersand overcomes our own.

1 Gere in the reaionship between the Father and the Son, a desth was experienced
which hes been rightly described as @ternd desth, OGhe degth of God. OHere God is
forssken by God.OThe monumentous nature of this event, consdering the eternd
union between Father and Son, cannot be exeggerated or overdated.

2TK, 77.
? lbid.
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d¥ we take the rdinquishment of the Father@ name in JesusOdegth cry serioudy, then
this is even the bregkdown of the reaionship tha congitutes the very life of the
Trinity: if the Father forsskes the Son, the Son does not merdy lose His songhip. The
Father loses his faherhood as wel. The love tha binds the one to the other is
tranformed into adividing curse.O

ax isonly as the One who is forseken and cursed that the Son is ill the Son. It isonly
as the One who forsekes, who surrenders the other, that the Fether is still present.Qin
this moment, the only sense in which Jesus is the Sn is tha of a forssken and
dbendoned Son. The Father is only the Father of Jesus as the one who hes turned His
back and &l owed Ghe punishment that brought us peeceCto fal on Him (Isdgh 53:5).

The love tha They shared now becomes a curse that divides Them, an arow tha drikes
unspeekeble pain to the deepest partsof who They are.

1.

The openness of the Fellowdhip of the Trinity that it would undergo such intense
uffering to welcome in those who have turned agang them as enemies resounds as to
how reationd they ae to the core. To open themsdves in such away to embrece
enemies shows how committed they are to overcome dienaion, to not Qeave us as
orphans (John 14:18),0 for us not merely to be loved from a distance but to be
wel comed home as sons and daughters. They sacrificed their own unbroken fdlowship,
0 we might share it with them.

After spesking of the vaue of wisdom, Bernad of Clarvaux exdams Qhere is
something e se that moves me, arouses and enflanes me even more. Good Jesus, the
chdice you drank, the price of our redemption, makes me love you more then dl the
res. Thisdone would be enough to clam our love. This | sy, iswha wins our love
0 swestly, justly demendsit, firmly binds it, deeply dfectsit. Our Savior hed to toil
0 had in this in fact in meking the whole world the Cregtor did not labor so much.
Then he sooke and they were made; he commanded and they were cregted. But in
saving us he hed to endure men who contradicted his words, criticized his actions,
ridiculed his sufferings, and mocked his degth. See how much he loved us. Add to this
thefact thet he was not returning love but fredy offering it. &

| would further add that He endured the abendonment of His Father. Gee how much
Helovesus...O

* Bernard of Clairvaux, Sermons on the Song of Songs Volume 1 20.2, trans Kilian Wash(Swennon, Irdand: Irish Universty Press 1971),

148.
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1. THESON VOLUNTARILY GIVESHIM$3.FUPFOR US

He wasoppressed, and he wasafflided, yet he opened nat hismauth; likea lamb that isled tothe
daughter, and like a sheep that beforeitsshearersisslent, so he opened nat his mouth.Ol saiah 53:7

QGreater love hasno onethanthis, that someonelaysdown hislifefor hisfriendsOJohn 15:13

QO amthegood shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, “just asthe Father knowsmeand | know
the Father; and | laydown my lifefor the sheep. *°And | have ather shesp that arenat of thisfdd. | must
bring them also, and they will ligen to my vaice. Sothere will be one flock, one shepherd. “For thisreason
the Father loves me, because | laydown my lifethat | may takeit up again. *Noonetakesit from me, but
| layit down of my own acrd. | haveauthority tolayit doan, and | have authority totakeit up again.

Thischarge| have received from my Father.OJohn 10:14-18

A

While it istrue that the Fether delivered up His Son to deeth, thiswas certanly not egang His
will. Hevoluntarily gave up Hislife.

This is whet Jesus is communicating in John 10, known as the @ood ShepherdOdiscourse.
Shepherd is not amply ametgphor for acute and cuddly guy who leads usto green pagtures. In
the Ancient Near Bt it wasametaphor for kingdhip and rulership.

This passage isin dynamic contragt to Ezekid 34, when God issues asrong word agang the
kingsand rulersof Igad saying,

QAh, shepherds of |srad who have been feeding yoursdved Should not shepherds feed the
shegp?°®You eat the fat, you dathe yoursdves with the wodl, you daughter the fat ones, but
you do nat feed the shesp. “The weak you have nat strengthened, the sk you have nat
healed, the injured you have nat bound up, the srayed you have nat brought bad, the los
you hawve nat sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled them. °S they were
sattered, because there wasno shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beags “My
sheep were scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My
sheep were sattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search o seek for them.O
Ezekid 34:2-6

God rebukes them for a lack of compassonae cae and sf-less srvice to the people.
Shepherds indeed exig, not to be fed by the flock, but to feed them. He promises tha He
Himself will come and shepherd the people: O will seek the logt, and | will bring back the
grayed, and | will bind up theinjured, and I will grengthen the weak, and thefat and the
grong | will destroy. | will feed themin justiceO(Ezekie 34:16).
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E In John 10, Jesus is saying more then that He is a decent shepherd, He is identifying Himself
with the promise of God@® coming to be the shepherd. Heisnot saying He is « good shepherd,
but THE Good Shepherd, good in contragt to dl others who came before. He will bring back
the srayed, bind up the injured, srengthen the wesk (Eze. 34:16), bind up the brokenhearted,
proclam freedom for the cgptives, comfort those who mourn, provide for those who grieve,
and announce the year of God@favor (Isdeh 61: 1ff).

F Jesushowever, addsadimension not discussed in Ezekidl. He sys, Q lay down my lifefor the
sheep.OThisis the pinnade mark distinguishing JesusOleadership from that of dl other leaders
they have known.

G. When seeking to undergtand JesusOLordship we camat look to merely human examples We
cannot study kings throughout hisory who rule by anxiety, jedousy and greed. Their crud
dominaion and brutd srangle-hold over the people les someone usurp one degree of ther
power cannot be our paradigm for JesusOkingship and lesdership. To discover the heat of
JesusCkingship, we must 1ook to the inner-Trinitarian anguish experienced in Their separation;
we mug look to the cross

H. Thisiswhere Jesus defines His own leedership. He defines it in terms of suffering and degth for
the people. It centers not on the execution of wreth upon the violators of the law for the
preservaion of order in the kingdom. Its crux isfound in His bearing of the punisiment to
turn asde wrath from the people for the seke of unhindered fellowship in the kingdom.

ASBOTH THEFATHER AND THE SON SACRIHCEAND SUFER, THEY AREUNITED BY
THEHOLY SPIRIT, WHO JOINSAND UNITESTHESON IN HISFORSAKENNESSWITH
THEFATHER

how much more will the blood of Chrigt, who through the eternal Soirit offered himsdf without
blemish to God, purify our consdence from dead wor ks to servetheliving God. OHebrews 9:14

On thisthelove of God was made manifes among us, that God sent his only Son intothe world, so
that we might live through him. “In thisislove, nat that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent_his Son tobetheatoning saaificefor our snsO1 John 4:9-10

ror God 0 loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever bdieves in him should not
perish but have eternal life. OJohn 3:16

ONhat then shall we say to these things?I1f God isfor us, who can be againg us? ®He who did not
goare his omn Son but gave him up for us all, how will he nat also with him gradoudy give us all
things?*Who shall bring any charge againg GodOsledt EO Romans 8:31-33
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A

It is not as though the Son was the only one who suffered during thistime. The Father equdly
auffered. We cannot adequately gpproach describing how excruciating it wes for the Father to
turn from communicating love to His Son, to scorning and cursing Him. While the Son®
giving of His life was undoubtedly an act of salf-giving love, the Fether@ giving of the Son was
equdly such.

Though it is true that the Son auffered the desth and hdl of separaion from the Father, the
Fether, in His execution of wrah, loses His Son. We cannot overesimate or exaggerae how
Sgnificant this was Jesus was the one who wes dearest, nearest and dosest to the Father3
heat. Thisis the intent of the Romans 8 passsge. If the Father can give us His Sn, He can
aurely give us anything else.

This anguish of the Father is the darkness thet filled the sky a& the axth hour (Matt. 27:45),
which isnot Sx o@ odk in our time, but is midday. At noon darkness srouded the land with
an unspeskable sadness, described in Amos 8:9-10:

QAnd on that day,Odedares the Lord GOD, Q will make the sun go down at noon and
darken the earth in broad daylight. " will turn your feagsinto mourning and all your
songsintolamentation; | will bring sackdath on every wais and baldness on every head, |
will makeit likethe mourning for anonly son and theend of it like a bitter day.

When Jesus offered up prayers and supplications to the Father with loud groanings and tears
(Heb. 5:7), what must the Fether have fdt in refusing to answer His Son@ request D to dlow
Him to die done. The knowledge that He would answer three days laer certanly did not
disspaethe pan of Jesusin that moment and it isunlikely that it did for the Fether ether.

(Here the innermogt life of the Trinity isa steke. Here the communicating love of the Fether
turns into infinite pan over the sacrifice of the Son. Here the responding love of the Son
becomes infinite suffering over his repulson and rgection by the Father. What hgppens on
Golgotha reeches into the innermost depths of the Godhead, putting its impress on the
Trinitarien life. O

The love tha They shared now becomes a curse that divides Them, an arow tha drikes
unspeekeble pan to the degpest parts of who They ae. We know from persond experience
thet pan is more intense the more deeply we love another. The people who are dosest to us
our family and deares friends, often have the grestest cgpecity to hurt us.

The Fether did not cease to love the Son & thismoment. Rether, He infinitely loved Him with
deep passon as much as ever. The Father loved the Son no lesswhen He turned Hisface, gave
Him up and crushed Him. The Son likewise loved the Father no less when such was done to
Him. The presence of infinite love joined with complete dbandonment trandates to pain and
sorrow infinitely beyond our comprehengon.

>TK, 81.
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H. This is God@ ultimate identification with humeanity. We ae fully known by Him (1 Cor.
13:12). Hebecame like usin every way, in the degpest way (Hebrews 2:17).

1.

He demondgraes tha He, without fal, heard the cry, the groan of humanity in ther
plight of fdlenness. He here, beyond dl doubt, vdidates the anguish and suffering of
humenity@ condition of separation from God. If such was not the case, if the suffering
of humanity isexeggeraed or overemphaszed, onewould have to say that the crossweas
more than necessary and humeanity does not need God.

We ae asuffeing people. This entire age, from the Fdl until the Second coming isa
period of plight. Pall cdls it Qhe sufferings of the present timeOin Romans 8. By
thet he did not mean the immediate present for him persondly, but the entire @imeO
of suffering which will only be overturned by the liberaion of the whole cregtion & the
coming of God. While it is certanly true tha the cross is aout the suffering of the
Godhead, the suffering of the Godheed in the crossis aout the suffering of humenity.

Until we gragp this we will never undersand the cross but will se it aslittle more
then a srificid ritud meant to gppease the Qvrath of the gods. OThe purpose of the
cross was dways so much bigger Bthe destruction of degth, the emancipation of those
endaved in fear of degth, the annihilation of dienaion and the unification of God and
humanity. Such demands that we not think of the oross with Gppessement of wrathOes
our primary category.

Until we come to terms with our fdlen, isolated, dienated Sae of auffering, we
canot undergand the full meming of the coss There was provison for the
forgiveness of dns and by extenson, the gopessement of wrah under the sxificid
sydem. However, there was not yet the drawing ner of God in complete
identification with the human condition that opened the way for complete unification.
If the sufferings of the Godhead are divorced from the sufferings of humanity, we may
fdl prey to viewing the cross as not even adight upgrade from the sxificid system,
but merdy a permanent ingdIment saving us the cos, mess and inconvenience of
continudly offering scrifices.

Why isthe crossaredity?It is certanly not because of an. Snin and of itself presents
higory with severd options. The presence of sn does not inherently demend or
require God to experience the cross The cross does not by necessty follow from sn
hence we cannot cdl sn the resson for the exigence of the cross-event as ahisoricd
fact. It ismerdy part of Stuaion in which the crossarises
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6. The cross exidts because of the compasson and sympethy, the suffering together with of
the Trinitarian Community and humanity. Guffering together withOis the root
meaning of compasson, from Lain; and sympathy, from Greek. The overflowing
outwardly-moving love of the Fellowship of the Trinity manifestsitsalf in an emotiond
date tha is not unmoved by humen suffering and pan, but indeed suffers together
withit in away that motivates movement to dlevige and diminaeit.

Oror we donat havea high pries whoisunableto sympathize with our weaknesses,
but onewhoin every respedt hasbeen tempted aswe are, yet without Sn.OHebrews
415

(He was despised and rgected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief; and as one from whom men hide ther faes he was degpised, and we
esteemed him nat. “Qurdy he hasborne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflided.Ol saiah 53:3-4

ONhen he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they wer e harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. OMatthew 9:36

7. The cross tells us that God heard this ary of suffering. Even when we did not know
how to express whet we fdt, even when we were oblivious to it in our neurotic yet
socidly acceptadle purauit of pan-numbers, when the ary was without words but only
expresed in the desperaeness, disconnectedness and despar of our existence, He
heard the wordswe could not spesk.

8. Not only did He vdidate our pan, but He entered into our pan. He not only heard
our cry, but Helived our cryN He experienced it first hend. God knowswhét it islike
to bedienaed from God. He knowsthe groan of separation, the pan of loneliness, the
torments of isolation, the torture of being cut off from His mogt besc connectedness.
They knew directly the anguish of dienation from God tha for now we predominaely
know only in itsdistillating effects.

Orou have kept count of my tossings put my tearsin your battle. Are they nat in
your book?0OPsalm 56:8

9. Pslm 56:8 is abeautiful verse that describes how God cgptures every one of our tears
in a bottle and records our laments on a scroll. He takes notice of every ay. How
powerful thistruthis, yet in the crossHe did so much more. He entered fully into our
pan and it mede it fully Hisown. The Father was without the Son and the Son without
the Fether, both fedling the anguish of estrangement, the egony of isolation. They suffer

together with us.
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However, & this point, when the Father fully offers the Son up to degth and the Son fully lays
down Hisown life, thereisacomplete unity of will between them.

1.

There is complete agreement that this deasth should occur to open up life for dl
humanity. This intense oneness of dedre occurs & precisady the moment when the
Fether and Son aefathest separaed.

While Jesus dies utterly asendoned by God, dying Wvithout God, Oin a sense their
dienation and isolation embodies a snge act of sdf-surrender and symbolizes the
profundity of their seif-giving love in eternity.

Even when separded, they ae one. Hebrews 9:14 says thet Jesus Qhrough the
eternal Soirit offered himsdf without blemish to God, [to] purify our consaence
from works that lead to death to serve the living God.OIn their isolaion, their
unified act of will takes place Qhrough the eternal irit.Oln asense, the Holy Spirit
isthelink thet joinsthe Father and the Son, even in the midst of their darkest hour.

In their farthest separaion, they ae one. The bridge of ther rdaionship bore the
weight of dl the sn and death of dl humenity for dl time. Through the bond of the
Soirit, their reaionship did not give way but triumphed over the totdity of sn and
degth. Here the most profound dienation is overcome by what is demondraed to be
an even more profound love. Thus, the Godhead® inner dienation overcomes our
dienation.

J The Father delivers up the Son Gor us dl.OThe Son lays down His life Gor the sheep. OThis
tekes place @rougb the eternal Spirit,” The Fether, Son and Soirit ae one in thisact of love tha
srificeswha isdosest and most dear for the sske of an Other. This undenigbly demonstrates
to ustha God is love, alove tha moves outward, alove that is open, alove that embraces
accomplishing such & intense persond cost.
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K. This defet of dienaion, pared with the resurrection opens ahorizon for the surmounting of
degth, for the overcoming of the suffering humen condition in its God-forsskenness. This
desth-blow to estrangement opens adoor of hope to the unification of dl thingsin which Che
himsdf is our peace, who has made us bath one and has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hogtility “by abdishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he
might createin himsdf one new humanity in place o the two, so making peace, *and might
recondle us bath to God in one body through the aross, thereby killing the hogtility. “And he
came and preaced peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. *For
through him we bath have aaess in one Spirit to the Father. S then you are no longer
dgrangers and aliens, but you are felow dtizens with the saints and members of the
househdd of God, ®built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Chrigt Jesus
himsdf being the cornerstone, #in whom the whde structure, being janed together, grows
into a hdy temple in the Lord. #In him you also are being built together into a dweling
placefor Gad by the Sirit.O( Ephesians 2:14-22).
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