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I. JOHN 3: THE FRIEND OF THE BRIDEGROOM REJOICES GREATLY

Orou yourselves are my witnesses that | said, Olam nat the Messah, but | have been sent ahead of him.O
®Hewho hasthe brideisthe bridegroom. Thefriend of the bridegroom, who andsand hearshim, rgoices
greatly at the bridegroomOsoice. For thisreason my joy hasbeen fulfilled.QJohn 3.28-29

A John the Baptig was the forerunner for the Messiah Jesus and together they herdded the nearness and
dawvning of the Kingdom of God in its inauguréion a hisfirsd coming. Before the second coming of
Jesus the Lord israsng up forerunners or herdds, to announce the gorious gospd of the kingdom,
which He will consummeate with the establishment of the Millennid Kingdom and New Cregtion.

B. John 3 isaprogrammatic verse for the life of the forerunner. Here we learn tha aprimary dimenson of
John@ life was to possess an understanding of Jesus as a bridegroom filled with fiery love and desre.
Undergtanding Jesusin thisway caused hisheart to befilled with joy.

GComfort, yes, comfort My peoplel(Bays your God.O I saiah 40.1

C. Thisisthe firg mention of the forerunner minigtry in the Bible. Isagh 40 isanother criticd passage for
undergtanding the functions and message Of the forerunner. All four Gospels quote it to describe the
ministry of John the Beptist (Ma. 3.3; Mk. 1.3; Lk 3.4-6; Jn 1.23)

1 The firg word of the forerunner isto comfort the people of God. We do not usudly think of
John the Baptig as operaing in aminigry of comfort. It is common to think of John as the
arazy man in the wilderness The totdity of John@ messsge was not smply cdling people
®rood of vipers OZechaiah@ prophetic orade in Luke 1 tells us whet the essence of John®
procdlamation was CEf or you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways "to give
knomedge of salvation to his people by the fargiveness of their sins By the tender mercy of
our God, thedawn from on high will break upon use

Orhefriend of thebridegroomEr goicesgreatly at the bridegroomOsaice QJohn 3.29

2. John was amean with happy love for Jesus. When he heard the voice of the bridegroom he was
filled with joy. Examplesof John'scomfort and joy DMa. 11.17; Lk 1.14, 44,78; Jn. 5.35.
When John preached the message of repentance he did so from aheart thet primerily operaed
inagoirit of comfort and aspirit of joy.

D. In contragt to John@ forerunner spirit of comfort, there is awidespread stronghold of grumpinessin
the Church. It is dangerous to atempt to bring John@ messege of repentance and gravity without
having the heart thet rejoices in hearing the bridegroom@ voice. A patid message of the forerunner
without the heart of the forerunner can be damaging to God@ people.

1 To preach repentance and judgment out of agrumpy spirit resultsin bitterness crankinessand
raling. We should be careful not to project our own grumpiness and imagine thet it is the
Spirit anointing repentance preaching.

2. It isimpossble to goply apostive layer over unresolved, untrandormed negativity. No mater
how hard we try and despite our Sncerest efforts the negativity will come through and will be
fdt by those werdaeto. Wewill try to be postive but come acrossasharsh, mean, nagy, €etc.
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II.

I1I.

Iv.

VI.

BEHOLDING AND BECOMING — 2 CORINTHIANS 3

QAnd all of us with unveiled faces, sesing the glory of the Lord asthough refleded in a mirror, are being
trandormed intothesameimage from onedegree of glarytoanather.O2 Gorinthians 3.18

MOSTLY MAD OR MOSTLY SAD?
(Eac ording tothe gloriousgospe of the blessed God, with which | have been entrusted.O1 Tim. 1.11

A The foundation of God@ persondity and disposition is gadness (Ps 16:11; 45:7; Heb. 1:9; Lk 15
ex. v. 33). Jeusis by fa the hgppiest person in exigence. He delights in and enjoys relding to us.
Many however, bdieve tha God is mostly mad (he despises us) or mogtly sad (he is grieved as us),
when Herdaesto us Thisbdief may be explicit or implicit, conscious or unconscious.

B. Some people have an image of God that is mostly med. He isdways on the hunt for Sn and when He
finds it He is shocked & how bed it is In this way of thinking God is dways just on the verge of
rdesdng His wrath because of wickedness, either corporaey or individudly. This is the primay
posture of hisheart in relation to humanity.

C. Othersdo not necessxily perceive God to dways be mad & them, but instead isdways sad or grieved
about their sn. When taking to people awout their srugdes in their reaionship with God, |
commonly ak this question, Wvhen you come to God whét is God fedling, or whet kind of expresson
does He have on Hisface?0

D. One of the mog frequent answers| get isthat they percaive God to be disgopointed in them. God is
90 crushed by their n, s0 upset tha they would hurt Him so bedly by tranggressng His lawvs, and so
saddened by the fact thet they aren® doing better then they are and aren® progressing more quickly.

E The God these people perceive is 0 fragle and emotiondly ungable, and is crushed when Hefinds out
thet we@e snned aggin. Our sin puts God on the verge of emotiona breskdown. The truthisthat our
gn does not shock God (1 John 3:19-20). He knows our week heartsbetter than we do.

THE GLADNESS OF GOD IN THE TRINITY — MATTHEW 3

QAnd when Jesus had been baptized, just ashe came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened
tohimand he sawthe Spirit of God descending likea dove and alighting on him. *’And a vaicefrom heaven
said, Orhisismy Son, the Be oved, with whom | amwel pleased. OMatthew 3.16-17

THE GLADNESS OF GOD IN CREATION — PROVERBS 8

(Et hen | wasbesdehim, likea mager worker; and | wasdaily hisddight, rgadng before himalways,
¥rgioidng in hisinhabited world and delighting in the human race OProverbs 8.30-31

Orhen God said, Okt there be lightGand there was lightEG od saw everything that he had made, and
indeed, it wasvery good. OGeneds1.3, 31

THE GLADNESS OF GOD IN NEW CREATION — ISAIAH 65

Orar | am areating new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to
mind. *But be glad and rgdiceforever in what | amareating; for | amaeating Jerusalem asa joy, and its
people as a ddight. I will rgoice in Jerusalem, and ddight in my pegple; no more shall the sound of
wesping beheardin it, or theary of distress Ol saiah 65.17-19
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A The concept of Mew cregtionQOis a centrd idea in the entire Sripture. It is the find god of the
Sripturd narrative as seen in Reveaion 21 and following. 1t is criticd for the subject of the Millennid
Kingdom and New Cregtion not only to be subjects under the category of @schatologyObut must
become centrd subjectsfor our pursuit of intimacy with the Lord.

B. God@future for the world brings us the definitive and find revelaion of God Himself.

1 The Sripture often links the revelation of God not only to words aout God, but from God@
actions in higory. Wha God does shows us whet He is like. The primary way the people of
lgad undersood themselves and God higoricdly was through the Exodus. He is the God of
freedom, the God of deliverance.

2. Many passages of Sripture dso link the revelation of God to afuture time when God will show
himsdf to be fathful in restoring His people. Thisis seen in the phrase, Gn tha day/ then you
will know thet | am the LordQ(Isa 48.23; 60.16; Eze. 37.13; Hos. 2.20; Jod 3.17).

(Ean d Hisservantsshall serveHim. “They shall seeHisfaceEO Revelation 22.3b-4a

3. This can ds0 be sen & the condudon of the gory. In Revedion 22 something
unprecedented heppens D his people see his face. This speeks of having direct, unhindered
communion to and revelation of God. Biblicd tradition tells us thet no one can see God@ face
and live. It is something that just does not hgppen. This then means tha, in a =nse, dl
revelaion we have of God now is partid and provisond. It avatsafind word yet to come.

4, This @Gind wordOcomes & the end, when God renews dl things. In the New Cregtion we will
e God fully & He is We will Gnow as we ae fully knownO(1 Cor. 13.12). We will
understand God@® heart aright. All the conflicts and confusions that mark the present age will
be dispdled in the light of his shining face.

5. @nly God@ find revelation & the end of history will bring with it find knowledge of the
content and truth of the act of God in Jesus of Nazareth. God done hes the competence to
spesk the find word ebout God@work in history.®

C. Who is this passage directed to? It is to those of whom the remembrance of the past is painful. These
memories are indeed S0 panful that it makesliving in the present difficult. In order to cary, on these
people need resssurance that & some point, life will be so trandormed that the former things shall
nat beremembered or cometomind. Thisisprecisaly what God comesto communicete to Hispeople.

1 This passage however isbewildering on one end or of little meaning on the other to the person
whose consciousness lacks these panful remembrances. For the person who seems to get by
pretty wel and hes managed to forge an exisence devoid of sadness and pan, the idea of a
renewed world may be an exciting novety, but hes little profound dgnificance. Why would
one need arenewed world if one is getting by okay the way thingsare?

Y wolfhart Pannenberg, Systematic Theology Volume 1 (Grend RE'pIdS Eerdmans, 1988), 16.
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D.

2. Rether, the promise of a new cregtion is for those who fed the groen of crestion@ present
exigence (Rom. 8.22; Isa 33.9; Jer. 9.10; 12.4; 23.10; Jod 1.10; Hos 4.3). It isfor those
Who need to know that woeful redities of thisege will passso far out of existence asto be never
remembered agan. Those pan-ridden experiences leave their impress on our conscious and
unconscious memory caudng us to despar for life and ever drink back in sdf-protection and
sf-preservation, reducing our livesto mere survivd. These impressons render our dreams as
whimpers of resgnation and panful screams of perpetudly aticipaed falure. This is the
condition that Sripture cdls Qosing heartQ(2 Cor. 4.1, 16; Gd. 6.9; Cal. 3.21).

3. It is in the mids of this loss of heart, where we try desparingly to be oursalves or try
despairingly not to be oursalves’, that God spesks It isinto the heart of the life that is nearly
gpent, the bruised reed that isdmog broken, the smoldering wick tha is nearly snuffed out,
that the voice of God comes

It isto the heart that haslog itsmog basic sense of trust, opennessto the future and engagement with
life (i.e., hope) that God promisesto recrede the earth and resoredl things When He comes He will
mekedl things new. Hewill wipeeverytear fromther eyes Death will benomore; mourning and
aying and pain will be nomoreO(Rev. 21.4).

Until God comes the threa dways remans tha these painful remembrances will actudize agan in a
repetition of their horrors and agony. The forces of evil, hatred, violence and injustice dways thregten
to surge once agan, and flood our lives with their cheotic havoc. The memories coupled with this
posshility locks our heartsin fear. When God himsdf comes, he will forever free our hearts from the
padyss of fear. Through the annihilation of an, death, violence and injustice from the planet, the
reign of God will open only posshilities of peace, love, freedom, justice and joy.

The recregtive and restoraive activity the flows from God@ buoyantly generous heart will waeh away
these imprisoning recollections in amanner tha truly can be cdled making our lives new. We will be
fully avekened to the child-like trugt of free-hearted wonder, the uninhibited celebratory embrace of dl
thet is true, good and beautiful, and the unfettered heart fully open to give and receive love to and
from God and neighbor. This will be a qudity of life that can truly be cdled hgppiness (cf. Zeph.
3.16ff.; Lk 1.74). Thisisexactly what God promisesusin this passge.

But beglad and rgoicefarever inwhat | amareatingE nomore shall the sound of weeping be heard init,
o theay o digressOlsaiah 65.18a, 190

G.

Whet is remarkeble about this verse is thet the rgoicing of our hearts & God@ new cregtion will be
forever. Whet can eternd rejoicing even begin to mean?Unbelievably, when God mekesdl things new, it
will aveken argoicing that hes eternd susenance. This act of God will be so draméic, o firm, 0
fresing thet our hearts will surge with a plessure that never dies avay. The entire cregtion@ song of
liberation will endlesdy resound into the unfathomable reaches of eternity.

That fresh sense of wonder and excitement thet we briefly, bardy and infrequently taste will be ours
with perpetud newness. It will swel in our heartswith unreined freedom, wonderfully permeating dl
of exisence.

2 Toborrow apar of phragesfrom Kierkegaerd@ Sickness Unto Death
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VII.

CEf or | am areating Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a ddight. I will rgaice in Jerusalem, and
ddight in my people. nomare shall the sound of weeping beheard init, or theay of digressOlsa. 65.18b-19

l. We have previoudy discussed how the end gives us the definitive revelaion of God. If wewant to have
the dearest indght into God@® heart we must look to the historicd end of God® purposes. Here we
see that when God mekes dl things new, fresing our heerts into unimegineble gladness, God@ own
heart Imultaneoudy soarswith plessure.

J There seems to be a correlaion between our ddight and God@ ddight, our restoraion and his
reoicing. There is a degree to which God@ own emotiond existence is tied to the ambivaent,
conflicted, anxiety-laden exisence we live prior to the resoraion of dl things We often think tha
God@ grief and our perfection are corrdaed. In actudity, it is our restoration, our wel-being and
God@ gladness that are correlated because in the extravagant generosity of his heat, He hes o joined
Himsdf to usin love and compasson.

K. God@ heat is 0 rich thet in a very poignant and profound way, He finds His joy in the joy of His
bdoved. Therefore, when dl things are made new, our heartswill not be the only onestha swvel with
joy. God® own heart with esger anticipation broods over thisbent and broken world. It will rise with
uncontangble ddight to see the end of our mourning, for in the resolution of our suffering and
lamentation is the resolution of his own lamentation. Mo more mourningOmesans so for God aswell.

L. That God will take the fragmented broken pieces of our exigence and resore dl things displays an
extravegant, overflowing heat of untold proportions Such exuberant benevolence and cheerful
generogty radiates from the core of hisbeing. The way he rdaes to broken people and abroken world
in redemption and restoration only confirmsthiswith hearty assurance.

THE GLADNESS OF GOD IN REDEMPTION — MICAH 7

ONho is a Gad like you, pardoning iniquity and pasing over the transgresson of the remnant of your
posesson? Hedoesnat retain hisanger forever, becauseheddightsin shoning mercy.OMicah 7.18

A The context of thisverse isin acollection of prophecies that ae mogtly negaive. The people of God
aein aperiod of serioussn, rebelion and gpogtasy. Thisinduded demon worship and idolary (Miceh
1:7; 5:13), rampant murder (7:2), abuse of judicid and politicd power, oppresson of the poor (2:1-
2), lying (6:12), theft (6:11), and occult practices(5:12).

B. In response to this God sends the prophet Miceh with harsh words eagaingt such behavior and lifestyles.
To be perfectly dear, these were not people who were smply struggling to overcome asn or two
from which they wanted to be free. It saysthat they openly and without shame hated good and loved
evil (3:1-4). To these people Micah makesthis gunning gatement about God and his heart.

C. This message centers on the holiness of God, though not in the way we usudly conceive of holiness. In
the Old Tegament the word trandated "holy" bedcdly means "set goat,” expressng the idess of
uniqueness or something that is totdly other then anything ese. The opposte of haly is not unclean
(whaose oppodte is dean), but common, or normd. It points not o much to the fact thet heisdevoid
of and diametricdly opposed to an (which he is neverthdess) but to his incompardality, that there is
no one or nothing else like him, thet he is utterly magnificent in beauty and in dl hisways. It isakind
of summary atribute for God describing dl of hisatributes.
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D.

When Miceh ssys "Who is like you?' this rhetoricd question is the languege of incompardbility, he is
gving us ingght into what exactly it is tha mekes God holy. While there could potentidly be many
answers to this question, Micah's discusson of God's holiness is 0 remarkable it is unmatched in any
other religious document in the world. Wha mekes God holy, wha sets him gpart from dl other
people and things, the center of his uniqueness is his profound &hility in and enjoyment of forgiving us
even when we come woefully short of Hissandards.

God's holiness is not just éout his sparaion from gn, but his unique expertise in taking wesk and
broken people like ourselves, who love doing things our own way, when we srugge and sumble and
even willingly choose whet iswrong, he draws usback to hisside. He Qddightsin showing mercy.O

Asbdievers, we dl know that when we place fdath in the Messah, we are forgiven of our ansand dl of
heaven rgjoices (Lk 15:7). Nevertheless, dter coming to God confessng the same ans over and over,
it isessy to think that God must be thinking something like, @h, aggin?0in some kind of dissppointed
or annoyed tone. It seems dmogt as though we dipped in the back door into God@ favor, thet the
Fether was obligated to let us in because Jesus hed dreedy died. If he a dl liked us when we first came
to him, now He surely begrudgingy bearswith us

We can dso tend to think that God® ddlight in us is based on our performence. It@ as if there@ a
diding scdebxthe more we obey, the more God is hgppy towards us and vice versa We undersand our
life before God in avacuumBbwhen there is something much bigger going on. We have to undersand
our own lives and our lives before God in context t0 the larger soryEthe larger picture which e been
laying out here of God@® unbounded dation in the fdlowship of the Trinity, in the opening of his heart
toafragleworld in cregtion and in the restoration of abroken world in the egeto come.

Wha thisgory showsisaGod of immeasureble heppiness in eternity padt, at the founding of cregtion
and a the renewd of cregtion into eternity future. It is not that God is hgppy because of the cross
Rether the crossand forgiveness happens because God wes already the fountain of overflowing delight.

This passege in Miceh shows us the resson why God forgives: This resson is not the cross God is not
forced to forgive aggingt hiswill. Such would be an utter contradiction within God® own being. Does
He want to forgive or not? He forgives because he ddights... The inner logic of his mercy is his
roaring hgppiness and incessnt generosity. Even before the incarnation, before the crucifixion, God
hed the type of persondity thet rejoicesin forgiveness tha ddightsin showing mercy.

The cross may be the how of forgiveness, but an eterndly heppy heart is the why. It wes for the joy set
before him thet Jesus endured the cross (Heb. 12.2). It wes for the pleasure of the Lord to prosper thet the
Fether embraced the panful redity of the crucifixion (Isaieh 53.10). It was because of the good pleasure of
his will thet He adopted us as sons and daughters (Eph. 1.5).

He doesn't forgive us because He hestoN He wantsto, He enjoysit. His heat fillswith joy and asmile
comes to Hisface whenever He removes any and dl hindrancesin our rdaionship with Him, wipesthe
date dean, gives us a new beginning and embraces us as His precious children. Next time you think
ebout holiness, try looking & it from that pergpective. God's holiness does meen he hetes an, but it
dso means that when you do sruggle, what fills him with ddlight is to forgive, embrace and resore
youl.

Q, | amhewhoblatsaut your transgressonsfar my oan sake, and | will nat remember your sinsOlsa. 43:25
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