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There are hundreds of verses that explicitly mention the gladness of God and the happiness of his heart. 
This list contains seven categories of verses which imply the gladness of God. By that we mean that the 
given verses to not say ‘God is glad,’ but their existence seems to require God to be glad. For 
example, the first category is verses in which the people of God are commanded to be happy. It seems 
that if God is commanding His people to be happy so often that He himself must be happy. Another 
category is how often the eschaton (the period of the eschatological fulfillment of God’s purposes) is 
marked with joy. Again it seems that if the fulfillment of God’s purposes, the goal toward which all his 
plans and actions are moving is permeated with  joy than he must be so Himself. This list is by no 
means meant to be comprehensive. Any additional verses or categories that you might suggest for 
addition, please e-mail to me richard.liantonio@gmail.com. 

I. THE COMMAND TO BE HAPPY 

1. Leviticus 23:40 

2. Deuteronomy 12:1-7 

3. Deuteronomy 12:12 

4. Deuteronomy 12:18 

5. Deuteronomy 14:26 

6. Deuteronomy 16:11-12 

7. Deuteronomy 16:14-15 

8. Deuteronomy 26:11 

9. Deuteronomy 27:7 

10. Deuteronomy 28:47-48 

11. Deuteronomy 32:43 

12. Deuteronomy 33:18 

13. 1 Chronicles 16:10 

14. Nehemiah 8:9b-10 

15. Psalm 2:11 

16. Psalm 32:11 
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17. Psalm 33:1 

18. Psalm 33:3 

19. Psalm 37:4 

20. Psalm 66:1 

21. Psalm 81:1 

22. Psalm 97:12 

23. Psalm 98:4 

24. Psalm 98:6 

25. Psalm 100:1 

26. Psalm 105:3 

27. Isaiah 48:20 – commanded to rejoice in light of the destruction of Babylon 

28. Isaiah 49:13 

29. Isaiah 52:9 

30. Isaiah 54:1 

31. Isaiah 55:2 

32. Isaiah 65:18 

33. Isaiah 66:10 

34. Joel 2:21-23 

35. Zephaniah 3:14 

36. Zechariah 2:10 

37. Zechariah 9:9 

38. Matthew 5:12 

39. Luke 10:20 
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40. Luke 15:6, 9 

41. Romans 12:15 

42. Romans 15:10 

43. 2 Corinthians 13:11 

44. Galatians 4:27 

45. Philippians 2:17 

46. Philippians 3:1 

47. Philippians 4:4 

48. Philippians 4:8 

49. 1 Thessalonians 5:16 

50. 1 Peter 4:12-13 

51. Revelation 18:20 

II. GOD PORTRAYED AS THE GIVER OF JOY – HE MAKES PEOPLE HAPPY 

1. Genesis 2:9 

2. Genesis 18:12 – Sarah given joy from God in the birth of Isaac 

3. Exodus 4:13 

4. 1 Kings 8:66 

5. 2 Chronicles 20:27 – the Lord made them to rejoice 

6. 2 Chronicles 30:26 

7. Ezra 6:22 

8. Nehemiah 12:43 

9. Psalm 21:6 

10. Psalm 43:4 
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11. Psalm 48:2 

12. Psalm 51:8 

13. Psalm 51:12 

14. Psalm 84:11 

15. Psalm 87:7 

16. Psalm 92:4 

17. Psalm 105:43 

18. Psalm 113:9 

19. Psalm 119:111 

20. Psalm 126:2 

21. Ecclesiastes 2:26 

22. Isaiah 9:3 

23. Isaiah 56:7 

24. Isaiah 60:15 

25. Isaiah 61:2 – oil of joy for mourning 

26. Isaiah 61:7 

27. Isaiah 65:13-14 

28. Jeremiah 15:16 

29. Matthew 2:10 

30. Matthew 13:20 

31. Mark 12:37 – Jesus was enjoyable to listen to 

32. John 3:29 

III. GLADNESS IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
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1. Exodus 18:19 

2. 1 Chronicles 15:16 – commanded in the order of King David 

3. 1 Chronicles 15:25 

4. 1 Chronicles 29:17 

5. 2 Chronicles 29:30 

6. Ezra 3:12 

7. Ezra 6:16 

8. Psalm 5:11 

9. Psalm 16:11 

10. Psalm 20:5 

11. Psalm 27:6 

12. Psalm 30:5 

13. Psalm 32:11 

14. Psalm 33:1 

15. Psalm 33:3 

16. Psalm 34:5 

17. Psalm 35:27 

18. Psalm 42:4 

19. Psalm 47:1 

20. Psalm 51:14 

21. Psalm 59:16 

22. Psalm 63:5 

23. Psalm 63:7 
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24. Psalm 71:23 

25. Psalm 84:2 

26. Psalm 89:15 

27. Psalm 90:14 

28. Psalm 92:4 

29. Psalm 95:1 

30. Psalm 100:1 

31. Psalm 107:22 

32. Psalm 118:15 

33. Psalm 132:9 

34. Psalm 132:16 

35. Psalm 145:7 

36. Psalm 149:5 

37. Isaiah 12:6 

38. Isaiah 24:14 

IV. THE JOY OF FOLLOWING GOD’S WAY 

A. Job 8:19 

B. Psalm 1:1ff. 

C. Isaiah 12:3 

D. Isaiah 56:2 

E. Isaiah 58:13-14 

V. THE ORDINANCE AND CELEBRATION OF THE FEASTS 

1. Numbers 10:10 
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2. 2 Chronicles 30:21 

3. 2 Chronicles 30:23 

4. Ezra 6:22 

5. Zechariah 8:19 

VI. THE JOY OF THE CREATED ORDER – RESONATING WITH GOD’S JOY 

1. 1 Chronicles 16:33 – “the trees of the forest will sing for joy before the LORD” 

2. Job 33:26 –the stars sing together 

3. Job 39:13 

4. Psalm 65:8 – the dawn and sunset shout for joy 

5. Psalm 65:13 – the meadows and valleys shout for joy 

6. Psalm 89:12 – mountains shout for joy 

7. Psalm 96:12 

8. Psalm 98:8 – rivers clap their hands; mountains sing together for joy 

9. Isaiah 14:7-8 

10. Isaiah 35:1-2 

11. Isaiah 44:23 

12. Isaiah 49:13 

13. Isaiah 55:12 

14. Jeremiah 51:48 

VII. JOY AT THE SECOND COMING AND INTO THE ENDLESS AGES 

1. Psalm 14:7 

2. Psalm 23:6 - goodness (pleasure) follows him forever 

3. Psalm 67:4 
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4. Psalm 72:17 – all the nations will be made glad by him  

5. Psalm 96:10-13 – rejoicing in the judgments of God 

6. Psalm 98:7-9 

7. Psalm 118:15, 24 – rejoicing of Israel after God defeats the nations surrounding 
Jerusalem 

8. Psalm 126:1-6 

9. Song 3:11 

10. Isaiah 12:3-6 

11. Isaiah 14:7-8 

12. Isaiah 24:11 

13. Isaiah 25:6-9 – seminal background text for messianic banquet 

14. Isaiah 26:19 – joy at the resurrection 

15. Isaiah 30:29 – hearts will rejoice after the coming of the Lord in judgment 

16. Isaiah 32:20 – how blessed they will be in the Messianic age 

17. Isaiah 35:1-2, 6, 10 – gladness and joy will overtake us 

18. Isaiah 42:11 

19. Isaiah 48:20 

20. Isaiah 49:13 

21. Isaiah 51:3 – Joy and gladness will be found in God’s people when He restores the land 
to the original state of the Garden of Eden 

22. Isaiah 51:11 – everlasting joy will crown our heads 

23. Isaiah 52:8-9 – we will burst into songs of joy when we see the Lord come 

24. Isaiah 55:12 

25. Isaiah 60:5, 15, 20 – our hearts will throb and swell with joy 
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26. Isaiah 61:2-3 – the year of the Lord’s favor 

27. Isaiah 61:10 

28. Isaiah 65:13-14 

29. Isaiah 65:17-19 – the Lord will rejoice over the new heavens and earth 

30. Isaiah 66:10-11 – Jerusalem is to rejoice 

31. Jeremiah 30:18-19 

32. Jeremiah 31:4-5 

33. Jeremiah 31:12-14 

34. Jeremiah 33:9-11 

35. Jeremiah 51:48 

36. Joel 2:21-23 

37. Joel 3:18 

38. Amos 9:13 – wine symbolizes joy 

39. Zechariah 2:10 

40. Zechariah 9:9 

41. Zechariah 10:6-7 

42. Zephaniah 3:14ff. 

43. Matthew 8:11 – the feast of the kingdom of God – “a great festival of rejoicing and 
feasting in celebration of the victory of God.”1 

44. Matthew 22:2 – the kingdom is like a wedding banquet 

45. Matthew 24:46 – blessed (makarios) is the servant when the master returns 

46. Matthew 25:1ff 

47. Matthew 25:22- “enter into the joy of your master” 

                                                
1 Donald Hagner. Matthew 1-13 (Dallas, Texas: Word Books, 1993), 205 
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48. Matthew 26:29 

49. Luke 12:35-38 – wedding feast – happy are those found waiting 

50. Luke 12:43 – happy is the servant doing his masters will when he returns 

51. Luke 13:29 

52. Luke 14:15-24 – great banquet 

53. Luke 22:29f. 

54. John 16:22 

55. 1 Peter 4:13 

56. Jude 24 – before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy 

57. Revelation – the seven beatitudes – promises of happiness 

a. Revelation 1:3 

b. Revelation 14:13 

c. Revelation 16:15 

d. Revelation 19:9 

e. Revelation 20:6 

f. Revelation 21:7 

g. Revelation 22:14 

58. Revelation 18:20 

59. Revelation 19:1-7 

60. Revelation 21:4 – no more mouring, crying or pain 

 


