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Sirach 46:1320 - The judges also, with their respective names, whose hearts did
not fall into idolaty and who did not turn away from the Lmrdnay their

memory be blessed!

May their bones send forth new life from where they lie, and may the names of
those who have been honored live again in their children!

Samuel was beloved by his Lorgirophet of the Lord, he established the
kingdom and anointed rulers over his people.

By tl’tl)e law of the Lord he judged the congregation, and the Lord watched over
Jacob.

By his faithfulness he was proved to be a prophet, and by his words he became
known as a trustworthy seer.

He called upon the Lord, the Mighty One, when his enemies pressed him on
every side, and he offered in sacrifice a suckling lamb.

Then the Lord thundered from heaven, and made his voice heard with a mighty
sound,;
he subdued the leaders of the enemy and all the rulers of the Philistines.

Before the time of his eternal sleep, Samuel bore witness before the Lord and hit
anointed; ONo property, not so much as a pair of shoes, have | taken from
anyone!O And rame accused him.

Even after he had fallen asleep, he prophesied and made known to the king his
death, and lifted up his voice from the ground in prophecy, to blot out the
wickedness of the people.

Numbers 6:2227- The LORD spoke to Moses, sgyfBpeak to Aaron and his
sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them,

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, andigive yo
peace. So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and | will bless them.

Rev. 15:48 - Then | saw another portent in heaven, great and amazing: seven
angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is
ended.

And | saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who hac
conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside th
sea of glass with harps of God in their hands. And they sing the song of Moses, th
servant of Gadand the song of the Lamb: OGreat and amazing are your deeds,
Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, King of the nations!

Lord, who will not fear and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All
nations will come and worsltipfore you, for your judgments have been
revealed.O

After this | looked, and the temple of the tent of witness in heaven was opened,
and out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues, robed in pur
bright linen, with golden sashesass their chests. Then one of the four living
creatures gave the seven angels seven golden bowils full of the wrath of God, who
lives forever and ever; and the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God
and from his power, and no one could enker temple until the seven plagues of
the seven angels were ended.

Matt. 18:214- At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, OWho is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?O He called a child, whom he put among them
and said, OTruly I tell younless you change and become like children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is th
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my nam¢
welcomes me.



Olf any of you put aistbling block before one of these little ones who believe in
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck
and you were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because of
stumbling blocks! Occasions for stlindpare bound to come, but woe to the one
by whom the stumbling block comes!

OIf your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is
better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and
to bethrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out
and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eye
and to be thrown into the hell of fire.

OTake care that you do not despise dheg# little ones; for, | tell you, in
heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. What do you
think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does
not leave the ninetgine on the mountains and gosearch of the one that went
astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of your Father in heaven
that one of these little ones should be lost.

St Cypriaris treatise on the Lord's Prayer
Prayer comes from a humble heart

Let our speech and our petition be kept under discipline when we pray, and let us
preserve quietness and modesty, remember, we are standing in GodOs sight.

We must please GodOs eylkaith the movements of our body and with the way

we use our voices. For just as a shameless man will be noisy with his cries, so it is
fitting for the modest to pray in a moderate way. Furthermore, the Lord has taught
us to pray in secret, in hidden arginote places, in our own belamber®and

this is most suitable for faith, since it shows us that God is everywhere and hears ¢
sees everything, and in the fulness of his majesty is present even in hidden and
secret places, as it is writteam a @Galose at hand and not a God far off. If a man hid«
in secret places, will I not see him? Do | not fill the whaolawnd hagaied lxa e weestof?
God are everywhere, they see gaod and evil alike

When we meet together with the mexthin one place, and celebrate divine

sacrifices with GodOs priest, we should remember our modesty and discipline, not
to broadcast our prayers at the tops of our voices, nor to throw before God, with
undisciplined longwindedness, a petition that would lbetter made with more
modesty: for after all God does not listen to the voice but to the heart, and he who
sees our thoughts should not be pestered by our voices, as the Lord proves when
saysWhy do you think evil in ydbohagéistAll thehurches shall know that it is | who t
your motives and your thoughts

In the first book of the Kings, Hannah, who is a type of the Church, observes that
she prays to God not with loud petitions but silently and modestly within the very
recesses of hbeart. She spoke with hidden prayer but with manifest faith. She
spoke not with her voice but with her heart, because she knew that that is how Got
hears, and she received what she sought because she asked for it with belief. The
divine Scripture assefttsis when it sayShe spoke in her heart, and her lips moved, a
voice was not audible; and God.listehee teeaerin the Psaln$qeak in your hearts anc
in your beds, and beAmernethe Holy Spirit teaches the same things through
Jeremiah, sayingut it is in the heart that you should be worshipped, O Lord

Beloved brethren, let the worshipper not forget how the publican prayed with the
Pharisee in the tempEnot with his eyes boldly raised up to heaven, nor with

hands held umipride; but beating his breast and confessing the sins within, he
implored the help of the divine mercy. While the Pharisee was pleased with himsel
it was the publican who deserved to be sanctified, since he placed his hope of
salvation not in his corfence of innocend@since neone is innocenbbut he

prayed, humbly confessing his sins, and he who pardons the humble heard his

prayer.

MONDAY 80 ! 77, [79]

1 Samuel 1:20 - There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill
country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of
Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. He had two wives; the name of the one was
Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah
had no children.

Now this man used to go up year by year from his town to worship and to sacrifict
to the LORD of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas
were priests of the LORD. On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give
portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he
gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the LORD had closed her
womb. Her rival sed to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the LORD
had closed her womb. So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the
house of the LORD, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would
hot eat. Her husband Elkanah saither, OHannah, why do you weep? Why do you
not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am | not more to you than ten sons?0

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself
before the LORD. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the sedé hlesidoorpost of
the temple of the LORD. She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, anc
wept bitterly. She made this vow: OO LORD of hosts, if only you will look on the
misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, giuewi
to your servant a male child, then | will set him before you as a nazirite until the da
of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch
his head.O

As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed ugh.mdannah was
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli
thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, OHow long will you make a drunken
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.O But Hannah answered, ONd, my lorc
am a woman deeply troubled; | have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but |
have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. Do not regard your servant as a
worthless woman, for | have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation a
this time.OThen Eli answered, OGo in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition
you have made to him.O And she said, OLet your servant find favor in your sight.(
Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her
countenance was sad nager.

They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they went
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the LORD
remembered her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him
Samuel, for she sai@| have asked him of the LORD.O

Numbers 9:1523; 10:2936- On the day the tabernacle was set up, the cloud
covered the tabernacle, the tent of the covenant; and from evening until morning it
was over the tabernacle, having the appearance of fae.diways so: the cloud
covered it by day and the appearance of fire by night. Whenever the cloud lifted
from over the tent, then the Israelites would set out; and in the place where the
cloud settled down, there the Israelites would camp. At the comfthad @RD

the Israelites would set out, and at the command of the LORD they would camp. A
long as the cloud rested over the tabernacle, they would remain in camp. Even wh
the cloud continued over the tabernacle many days, the Israelites would keep the
charge of the LORD, and would not set out. Sometimes the cloud would remain a
few days over the tabernacle, and according to the command of the LORD they
would remain in camp; then according to the command of the LORD they would
set out. Sometimes the ofbwould remain from evening until morning; and when
the cloud lifted in the morning, they would set out, or if it continued for a day and



a night, when the cloud lifted they would set out. Whether it was two days, or a
month, or a longer time, that the alb continued over the tabernacle, resting upon
it, the Israelites would remain in camp and would not set out; but when it lifted
they would set out. At the command of the LORD they would camp, and at the
command of the LORD they would set out. They keptttarge of the LORD, at
the command of the LORD by Moses.

Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses@fdﬂerWe are
setting out for the place of which the LORD said, Ol will give it to you®; come with
us, and we will treat you wédir the LORD has promlsed good to Israel.O But he
said to him, Ol will not go, but | will go back to my own land and to my kindred.O
He said, ODo not leave us, for you know where we should camp in the wilderness,
and you will serve as eyes for us. Morgibyeu go with us, whatever good the
LORD does for us, the same we will do for you.O

So they set out from the mount of the LORD three daysO journey with the ark of
the covenant of the LORD going before them three daysO journey, to seek out a
restingplace for them, the cloud of the LORD being over them by day when they se
out from the camp.

Whenever the ark set out, Moses would say, OArise, O LORD, let your enemies b
scattered, and your foes flee before you.O
And whenever it came to rest, he waaly, OReturn, O LORD of the ten thousand
thousands of Israel.O

Acts 1:414- In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and
taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after
giving instructions througthe Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
While staying with them, he ordered themtodeéave Jerusalem, but to wait there
for the promise of the Father. OThis,O he said, Ois what you have heard from me;
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.O

So when they had come togettezy asked him, OLord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?O He replled Olt is not for you to know the time:
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upau; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.O When he hac
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. While he was going and they were gaziogyanol heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. They said, OMen of Galilee, why do you stand
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.O

Thenthey returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath dayOs journey away. When they had entered the city, they "
to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thoms, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus,
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devotin
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Luke 20:9-19- He began to tell the people this parable: OA man planted a
vineyard, and leased it to tenants, and went to another country for a long time.
When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give
him his share of the pduce of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him
away emptilanded. Next he sent another slave; that one also they beat and
insulted and sent away empainded. And he sent still a third; this one also they
wounded and threw out. Then the @wof the vineyard said, OWhat shall | do? |

will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.O But when the tenants s
him, they discussed it among themselves and said, OThis is the heir; let us kill him

that the inheritance may be ours.@h&pthrew him out of the vineyard and killed
him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and
destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.O When they heard this, the!
said, OHeaven forbid!O But he looked at thenaigin@sVhat then does this text,
mean: OThe stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone®?
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone
on whom it falls.O When the scribes and chief priests réadized had told this
parable against them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they
feared the people.

St Cyprian's treatise on the Lord's Prayer
Our prayer is public and communal

Above all, the Teacher of peace and Master of unitypthidant prayer to be made
singly and privately, so that whoever prayed would pray for himself alone. We do
not sayMy Father, who art in be@veme this dayy daily breadr does each one ask
that only his own debt should be forgiven him; reesthe request for himself

alone that he may not be led into temptation but delivered from evil. Our prayer is
public and common, and when we pray, we pray not for one person but for the
whole people, since we, the whole people, are one.

The God of peacad the Master of concord, who taught unity, willed that one
should pray for all, just as he himself, being one, carried us all. The three children
observed this law when they were shut into the fiery furnace, praying with one voic
and with one heart: thuaur faith in divine Scripture teaches us, and, as it teaches
us how such people prayed, gives us an example that we should follow in our own
prayers, so that we may become like thibem these three sang a hymn as if with one
and blessed thélhegdspoke as if with one mouth, even though Christ had not yet
taught them how to pray.

And therefore, as they prayed, their prayers were heard and were fruitful, because
peaceful, sincere, and spiritual prayer deserved well from the Lord. Thusg too, w
find the Apostles and the disciples praying after the ascension of theHeyrdil
continued with one accord in prayer, with the women and with Mary who was the n
brotherShey continued with one accord in prayer, showind)éyrgency and the
unanimity of their praying, th&od, who makes the inbfabitantsto be of one,mind
only admits to his divine and eternal home those among whom prayer is
unanimous.

But, dear brethre®what deep blessings are contained ihah@Os prayer! How
many they are, and how great, collected in so few words but so rich in spiritual
power! There is nothing at all that is not to be found in these our prayers and
petitions, as it were a compendium of heavenly dociringhe saidyoumust pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven

The new man, rdorn and brought back to God by his graceFsdlysat the very
beginning, for he has just begun to be GodOBlsarame to his own, and his own did |
accept him. But to those whandlideagagptdower to become children of God, to those
his nam#&hoever believes in GodOs name and has become his son, should start he
so that he can give thanks and profess himself to be GodOs son, by calling God hi
Father in heaven.

TUESDAY 78:1:39 ! 78:4072

1 Samuel 1:22:11- The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to
the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for
she said to her husband, OAs soon as the child id Wedidring him, that he

may appear in the presence of the LORD, and remain there forever; | will offer him
as a nazirite for all time.O Her husband Elkanah said to her, ODo what seems bes



you, wait until you have weaned him; By the LORD eatlish his word.O So
the woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. When she had
weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a-tyeaeold bull, an ephah

of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the LORD dt; Shilo
and the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the chi
to Eli. And she said, OOh, my lord! As you live, my lord, | am the woman who was
standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. For this child | prayed; and
the LORD has granted me the petition that | made to him. Therefore | have lent
him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he is given to the LOSIe(eft him there
for the LORD. .

Hannah prayed and said, OMy heart exults in the LORD; my strengtéds exal
in my God. My mouth derides my enemies, because | rejoice in my victory.

OThere is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock
like our God.

Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouthe fo
LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.

The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength.

Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were
hungry are fat with spoil. The bamrhas borne seven, but she who has many
children is forlorn.

The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up.

The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts.

He raises up the poor from the dust; lifie the needy from the ash heap, to
make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth
are the LORDOS, and on them he has set the world.

OHe will guard 'the feet of his faithful ones, but the wickeHeshatl off in
darkness; for not by might does one prevail.

The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most High will thunder in
heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his
king, and exalt the power a$ lanointed.O

Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, while the boy remained to minister to the
LORD, in the presence of the priest Eli.

Numbers 11:23 - Now when the people complained in the hearing of the LORD
about their misfortunes, the LORD heardritlahis anger was kindled. Then the

fire of the LORD burned against them, and consumed some outlying parts of the
camp. But the people cried out to Moses; and Moses prayed to the LORD, and the
fire abated. So that place was called Taberah, becauseofitedilesORD burned
against them.

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again,
and said, OIf only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Eg
for nothlng the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, rif@ns, and the garlic; but
now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at. o)

Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its color was like the color of gum
resin. The people went around and gathered it, ground iilla an beat it in
mortars, then boiled it in pots and made cakes of it; and the taste of it was like the
taste of cakes baked with oil. When the dew fell on the camp in the night, the mant
would fall with it.

Moses heard the people weeping througheirtfamilies, all at the entrances of
their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So
Moses said to the LORD, OWhy have you treated your servant so badly? Why hav
not found favor in your 5|ght that you lay the burden dhialpeople on me? Did
| conceive all this people? Did | give birth to them, that you should say to me,
OCarry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucklng child,0 to the land that y
promised on oath to their ancestors? Where am | to get meat tio @ivthis _
people? For they come weeping to me and say, OGive us meat to eat!O | am not ¢
to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you ai

going to treat me, put me to death at liicehave found favor in yo sighNand
do not let me see my misery.O

So the LORD said to Moses, OGather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whot
you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the
tent of meeting, and have them take their gteere with you. | will come down
and talk with you there; and | will take some of the spirit that is on you and put it or
them; and they shall bear the burden of the people along with you so that you will
not bear it all by yourself. And say to the pe@@secrate yourselves for
tomorrow, and you shall eat meat; for you have wailed in the hearing of the LORD,
saying, OIf only we had meat to eat! Surely it was better for us in Egypt.O Therefol
the LORD will give you meat, and you shall eat. You shaditeatly one day, or
two days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty days, but for a wholsuntinith
comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsomefbgeause you have
rejected the LORD who is among you, and have wailed before him, sayidgl OWhy
we ever leave Egypt?00 But Mases said, OThe people | am with number six hunc
thousand on foot; and you say, Ol will give them meat, that they may eat for a who
monthO! Are there enough flocks and herds to slaughter for them? Are there
enough fislhin the sea to catch for them?O The LORD said to Moses, Ols the
LORDOS power limited? Now you shall see whether my word will come true for yo
or not.0

Acts 1:1826 - In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the
crowd numbered about ohendred twenty persons) and said, OFriends, the
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arresiéddesasvas
numbered among us and was allotted his sharesimihistry.O (Now this man
acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. This became known to all the
residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in tlipiatpnHakeldama, that

is, Field of Blood.) OFor it is written in the book of Psaims, OLet his homestead
become desolate, and let there be no one to live in itO; and OLet another take h
position of overseer.O

So one of the men who have accompasielliring all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when
he was taken up fromNene of these must become a witness with us to his
resurrection.O So they proposed two, Joseph calledoBarseo was also known
as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, OLord, you know everyoneO
heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to ko

And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the
eleven apostles.

Luke 20:1926 - When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this
parable against them, they wanted to lay hands on him atytheturebut they
feared the people.

So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to trap
him by what he said, so as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the
governor. So they asked him, OTeacher, we krigwutere right in what you say
and teach, and you show deference to no one, but teach the way of God in
accordance with truth. Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?0O Bul
he perceived their craftiness and said to them, OShow mgus défimse head
and whose title does it bear?0 They said, OThe emperor0s.0 He said to them, O
give to the emperor the things that are the emperorOs, and to God the things that ;
God0s.0 And they were not able in the presence of the peopténtobyaphat
he said; and being amazed by his answer, they became silent.



St Cyprian's treatise on the Lord's Prayer
Hallowed be thy name

How great is the Lord®s indulgence! How kindly he bends down to us, how he
overflows with goodness towards us! Fevisiges us to pray in the sight of God in
such a way as to call Gatheand to call ourselvesnsf God, just as Christ is the

Son of God. Neone would have dared to claim such a name in prayer, unless he
himself had given us permission to pray sl so, beloved brethren, we should
know and remember that when we call God our Father, we must behave as childre
of God, so that whatever pleasure we take in having God for our Father, he may ta
the same pleasure in us.

Let us behave like temples ofiGsp that it may be clear that God dwells in us. Let
our doings not fall away from the Spirit, but let us, who have begun to be heavenly
and spiritual, consider and do nothing but heavenly and spiritual things. As the
Lord God himself has sai@ihose wiomour me, | will honour them; but those who desj
be despiged the blessed apostle has also said in his [¥terare not your own
property: you have been bought at a great price. Glorify God and carry him in your

After this we seHallowed be thy Tihimés not because we want God to be made holy
by our prayers: what we are asking God is that his name should be hallowed withir
us. After all, how can anything be needed to sanctify God, who himself is the sourc
of sanctity? Bubecause he ségsholy, as | anweofisk and beg of him that we, who
have been sanctified in baptism, may continue in that which we have begun to be.
And this we pray daily, for our need is for daily sanctification so that we who daily
fall away mayash away our crimes by continual sanctification.

As for the nature of the sanctification that comes to us from God, the Apostle tells
us when he sayihey will not inherit the kingdom of God, who fornicate, or worship i
adultery; cataarisgsxdomites, thieves, cheats, drunkards, slanderers or extortioners.
once, but you were washed, you were justified, you were made holy in the name o
in the Spirit of ouHeashys that we are sanctifiethénname of our Lord Jesus

Christ and by the Spirit of our God. We pray that this sanctification may remain
with us; and because our Lord and Judge warns the man who was healed and give
life by him not to sin again, lest something worse happen to himakeethis

prayer without ceasing, we beg for it day and night, that the sanctification and life
that comes from God may be preserved by his protection.

WEDNESDAY 119:97120 ! 81, 82

1 Samuel 2:1:226 - Now the sons of Eli were scoundréisythad no regard for
the LORD or for the duties of the priests to the people. When anyone offered
sacrifice, the priestOs servant would come, while the meat was boiling, with a thret
pronged fork in his hand, and he would thrust it into the pan, oekeitl
caldron, or pot; all that the fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This
is what they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. Moreover, before th
fat was burned, the priestOs servant would come and say to the one who was
sarificing, OGive meat for the priest to roast; for he will not accept boiled meat
from you, but only raw.O And if the man said to him, OLet them burn the fat first,
and then take whatever you wish,O he would say, ONo you must give it now; if no
will take it by force.O Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of
the LORD; for they treated the offerings of the LORD with contempt.

Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His
mother used to make for hintittle robe and take it to him each year, when she
went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, and say, OMay the LORD repay you with children by this

woman for the gift that she made to the LORDOthamdthey would return to
their home.

And the LORD took note of Hannah; she conceived and bore three sons and two
daughters. And the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD.

Now Eli was very old. He heard all that his sons were doingtaed)ldnd how
they lay with the women who served at the entrance to the tent of meeting. He sai
to them, OWhy do you do such things? For | hear of your evil dealings from all thes
people. No, my sons; it is not a good report that | hear the petpéelddRD
spreading abroad. If one person sins against another, someone can intercede for
the sinner with the LORD; but if someone sins against the LORD, who can make
intercession?0 But they would not listen to the voice of their father for it was the
will of the LORD to kill them.

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the
LORD and with the people.

Numbers 11:2435- So Moses went out and told the people the words of the
LORD; and he gathered seventy elders ofdbpl@, and placed them all around
the tent. Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some
of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not dgaso. a

Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad,
and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not
gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran ar
told Moss, OEldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.O And Joshua son of
Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, OMy lord Moses, stop
them'O But Moses said to h|m OAre you jealous for my sake? Would that aII the
LORDOS people were prophend,taat the LORD would put his spirit on them!O
And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.

Then a wind went out from the LORD, and it brought quails from the sea and let
them fall beside the camp, about a dayOs journey on this sideyéisijawiney on
the other side, all around the camp, about two cubits deep on the ground. So the
people worked all that day and night and all the next day, gathering the quails; the
least anyone gathered was ten homers; and they spread them out farethathsel
around the camp. But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it was
consumed, the anger of the LORD was kindled against the people, and the LORD
struck the people with a very great plague. So that place was called Kibroth
hattaavah, loause there they buried the people who had the craving. From
Kibroth-hattaavah the people journeyed to Hazeroth.

Acts 2:121- When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sounctlikisithof a violent

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them wer
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languagés, @pirit gave

them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one hea
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazedaistiedf they asked,

OAre not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each «
us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygla anda&amphyli
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Rimlozir own languages we hear them

speaking about GodOs deeds of power.O All were amazed and perplexed, saying
one another, OWhatek this mean?O But others sneered and said, OThey are Tillel
with new wine.O

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, OMen
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what |



say. hdeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine oOclock in the
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

Oln the last days it will be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh, and your sons apdur daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days | will pour out my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

And | will show portents in énheaven above and signs on the earth below,

blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming
of the LordOs great and glorious day.

Then everyone who calls on the name of the baitle saved.O

Luke 20:27-40 - Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came
him and asked him a question, OTeacher, Moses wrote for us that if a manOs brot
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widowsendpra
children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and
died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way
all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection,
therefae, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.O

Jesus said to them, OThose who belong to this age marry and are given in marrie
but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection
from the dead neitlienarry nor are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die
anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of
the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in tl
story about the bush, wheredpeaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living;
for to him all of them are alive.O Then some of the scribes answered OTeacher, \
have spoken well.O For they no lodgeed to ask him another question.

St Cyprian's treatise on the Lord's Prayer
Thy kingdom come

The prayer continue3hy kingdom. ddmesk that the kingdom of God may appear

to us, just as we ask that his name may be sanctified in us. For when dots G
reign, or when does his kingdom begin, for it always has been and never ceases tc
be? We are praying that our kingdom, which has been promised to us by God, ma
come, the kingdom that was acquired by the blood and passion of Christ; and that
we whestarted off as his subjects in this world may hereafter reign with Christ wher
he reigns, as he himself promised when heGaide, you whom my Father has blesse
up the kingdom which has been prepared for you from the beginning of the world

But it may be, dearest brethren, that Christ himself is the kingdom of God, for
whose coming we daily ask. For since he himself is our resurrection, since in him
we rise again, so also the kingdom of God may be understood to be himself, since
is in him that w shall reign. We do well to ask for the coming of the kingdom of
Godbthat is, the heavenly kingd®@for there is also an earthly kingdom, and he
who has already renounced this world is greater than any of its honours or powers

We addThy will be donearth as it is in fib@visnnot that God should do what he
wills, but so that we may be able to do what God wills. For who could resist God in
such a way as to prevent him doing what he wills? But since the devil hinders us
from obeying, by thaht and by deed, GodOs will in all things, we pray and ask that
GodOs will may be done in us. For this to happen, we need GodOsBbatisyill

his help and protection, since+ame is strong in and of himself but is kept safe by
the grace and mercly®od. Moreover, the Lord, showing the weakness of the
humanity which he bore, sa&tdther, if it is p055|b|e let this cupgrabsstmwmmmais
disciples an example, that they should do not their own will but GodOs, he went or

to sayneverthelkst not be my will, but yours

But it is the will of God that Christ both did and taught. Humility in dealings with
others; steadfastness in faith; modesty in words; justice in deeds; mercifulness in
works; discipline in morals. To be unable to dcucmg/ and to be able to bear a
wrong when it is done; to keep peace with the brethren; to love God with all oneOs
heart; to love God because he is a Father but fear him because he is God,; to prefe
nothing whatever to Christ because he preferred nothing; to adhere

inseparably to his love; to stand faithfully and bravely by his cross; when there is a
conflict over his name and honour, to exhibit in discourse that steadfastness in
which we proclaim him; in torture, to show that confidence in whichmites in

death, that patience in which we are crovthi$ is what it means to want to be
co-heirs with Christ, this is what it means to do what God commands, this is what it
is to fulfil the will of the Father.

THURSDAY [83] OR34 ! 85, &

1 Samuel 2:2736- A man of God came to Eli and said to him, OThus the LORD
has said, Ol revealed myself to the family of your ancestor in Egypt when they wer
slaves to the house of Pharaoh. | chose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my
pried, to go up to my altar, to offer incense, to wear an ephod before me; and | gav
to the family of your ancestor all my offerings by fire from the people of Israel.
Why then look with greedy eye at my sacrifices and my offerings that | commande
and hono your sons more than me by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of
every offering of my people Israel?O Therefore the LORD the God of Israel
declares: Ol promised that your family and the family of your ancestor should go in
and out before me forexO; but now the LORD declares: OFar be it from me; for
those who honor me | will honor, and those who despise me shall be treated with
contempt. See, a time is coming when | will cut off your strength and the strength
of your ancestorOs family, so tbatme in your family will live to old age. Then in
distress you will look with greedy eye on all the prosperity that shall be bestowed
upon Israel; and no one in your family shall ever live to old age. The only one of
you whom | shall not cut off from ralfar shall be spared to weep out his eyes and
grieve his heart; all the members of your household shall die by the sword. The fa
of your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the signNbgthuof them shall

die on the same day I will raise aiprhyself a faithful priest, who shall do

according to what is in my heart and in my mind. | will build him a sure house, and
he shall go in and out before my anointed one forever. Everyone who is left in you
family shall come to implore him for a pie€silver or a loaf of bread, and shall

say, Please put me in one of the priestOs places, that | may eat a morsel of bread.

Number 12:116- While they were at Hazeroth, Miriam and Aaron spoke against
Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he hiaztir(far he had indeed
married a Cushite woman); and they said, OHas the LORD spoken only through
Moses? Has he not spoken through us als0?0 And the LORD heard it. Now the m
Moses was very humble, more so than anyone else on the face of the earih. Sudd
the LORD said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, OCome out, you three, to the tent of
meeting.O So the three of them came out. Then the LORD came down in a pillar o
cloud, and stood at the entrance of the tent, and called Aaron and Miriam; and the)
both carme forward. And he said, OHear my words: When there are prophets amonc
you, | the LORD make myself known to them in visions; | speak to them in dreams
Not so with my servant Moses; he is entrusted with all my house.

With him | speak face to fNaE!eary not in riddles; and he beholds the form of
the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?0 Al
the anger of the LORD was kindled against them, and he departed.

When the cloud went away from over the tent, Miriam had blgmmes, as
white as snow. And Aaron turned towards Miriam and saw that she was leprous.
Then Aaron said to Moses, OOh, my lord, do not punish us for a sin that we have ¢



foolishly committed. Do not let her be like one stillborn, whose flesh is half
conszimed when it comes out of its motherOs womb.O And Moses cried to the
LORD, OO God, please heal her.O But the LORD said to Moses, Olf her father ha
but spit in her face would she not bear her shame for seven days’> Let her be shut
out of the camp for seveays, and after that she may be brought in again.O So
Miriam was shut out of the camp for seven days; and the people did not set out on
the march until Miriam had been brought in again. After that the people set out
from Hazeroth, and camped in the wildess of Paran.

Acts 2:2236- OYou that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs
that God did through him among you, as you yourselveBl kiimsvman, handed
over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified
and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.
For Davidsays concerning him, Ol saw the Lord always before me, for he is at m
right hand so that | will not be shaken;

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live
in hope.

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades let your Holy One experience
corruption.

You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness
with your presence.O

OFellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he bot
died and was buriednd his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying, OHe was notlabad to Hades, nor did his flesh experience
corruption.O
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore
exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise
of the Holy Spirit, he has pourexdit this that you both see and hear. For David did,
not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, OThe Lord said to my Lord, OS
at my right hand,

until | make your enemies your footstool.O O Therefore let the entire house of
Israel know withestainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus
whom you crucified.O

Luke 20:4%:21:4- Then he said to them, OHow can they say that the Messiah is
DavidOs son? For David himself says in the book of Psalms, OThe Lord said to n
Lord, OSit at my right hand,

until 1 make your enemies your footstool.O O David thus calls him Lord; so how
can he be his’son?0

In the hearing of all the people he said to the disciples, OBeware of the scribes,
who like to walk around in long robes, &k to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor &
banquets. They devour widowsO houses and for the sake of appearance say long
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.O

He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also sav
a poor widow put in two small copper coins. He said, OTruly I tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all of them; for all of them have contributed out of
their dbundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.O

St Cyprian's treatise on the Lord's Prayer
After the support of bread, we ask for the forgiveness of sins

As the prayer continues, we @ske us this day our dailiibread b understood

both spiritually and literally, because either way of understanding is rich in divine
usefulness to our salvation. For Christ is the bread of life, and this bread does not
belong to anyone at all, but to us. And so, just as Weiskgthéecause he is the
father of those who understand and believe, so also wewalirigaukcause

Christ is the bread of us who come into contact with his body.

We ask that this bread should be given to us daily, that we who are in Christ and
daily receie the Eucharist as the food of salvation may not be prevented, by the
interposition of some heinous sin, from partaking of the heavenly bread and be
separated from ChristOs body, for as he sayshe bread of life which came down fro
heaven. If aygats of my bread, he will live for ever; and the bread | shall give is my
the world

So when he says that whoever eats of his bread will live for ever; and as it is clear
those are indeed living who partake of his body avidgtthe right of

communion, receive the Eucharist, so, on the other hand, we must fear and pray
lest anyone should be kept at a distance from salvation who, being withheld from
communion, remains separate from ChristOs body. For he has given us this
warning: Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood Ari will ha
therefore we ask that our brdattiat is, Chrisbmay be given to us daily, so that we
who live in Christ may not depart from his sanctification anbdug.

After this we entreat for our sins, sayfoggive us our debts, as we forgiddteur debtor
the supply of food, pardon of sin is also asked for.

How necessary, how provident, how salutary are we reminded that we are sinners,
since we have tedfor forgiveness, and while we ask for GodOs pardon, we are
reminded of our own consciousness of guilt! Just in case anyone should think
himself innocent and, by thus exalting himself, should more utterly perish, he is
taught and instructed that he sexvery day, since he is commanded to pray daily for
forgiveness.

This is what John warns us in his epistle: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us; but if we confess our sins, the Lord is faithful
and just and willdrgive us. In his epistle he combines two things, both that we
ought to beg for mercy because of our sins and that we will receive forgiveness wk
we ask for it. This is why he says that the Lord is faithful to forgive sins, keeping
faith with what he proised; because he who taught us to pray for our debts and
sins has promised that his fatherly mercy and pardon will follow.

FRIDAY 88 ! 91, 92

1 Samuel 3:R1- Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli.
The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see,
wadying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel wa:
lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD
called, OSamuel! Samuel!O and he said, OHere | am!O and ran to Eli, and said,
OHere | am, for yaralled me.O But he said, Ol did not call; lie down again.O So he
went and lay down. The LORD called again, OSamuel!O Samuel got up and went
Eli, and said, OHere | am, for you called me.O But he said, Ol did not call, my son;
lie down again.O Now Sairdid not yet know the LORD, and the word of the
LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third
time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, OHere | am, for you called me.O
Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calllng olye Bherefore Eii said to



Samuel, OGo, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, OSpeak, LORD, for you
servant is ||sten|ng 00 So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, OSamuel! Samuel!O An
Sanuel said, OSpeak, for your servant is listening.O Then the LORD said to
Samuel, OSee, | am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of
anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day | will fulfill against Eli all that | have
spoken concerngnhis house, from beginning to end. For | have told him that | am
about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons
were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore | swear to the
house of Eli that the iniquyi of EliOs house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or
offering forever.O

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the
LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the visjon to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said,
OSamuel, my sort® said, OHere | am.O Eli said, OWhat was it that he told you?
Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything
from me of all that he told you.O0 So Samuel told him everythmg and hid nothing
from him. Then he said, Ok the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.O

As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the
ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beglieba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy
prophet of the LORD. The LORD continuedappear at Shiloh, for the LORD
revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD.

Numbers 13:43, 22-30- The LORD said to Moses, OSend men to spy out the
land of Canaan, which | am giving to the Israelites; from each of their ancestral
tribes you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.O So Moses sent the
from the wilderness of Paran, according to the command of the LORD, all of them
leading men among the Israelites.

So they went up and spied out the land from the wilderngsstofRehob, near
Lebo hamath. They went up into the Negeb, and came to Hebron; and Ahiman,
Sheshai, and Talmai, the Anakites, were there. (Hebron was built seven years befc
Zoan in Egypt.) And they came to the Wadi Eshcol, and cut down from there a
branch with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of
them. They also brought some pomegranates and figs. That place was called the
Wadi Eshcol, because of the cluster that the Israelites cut down from there.

At the end of fdy days they returned from spying out the land. And they came to
Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the Israelites in the wilderness of
Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, anc
showed them the fruit dfie land. And they told him, OWe came to the land to
which you sent us; it flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. Yet the people
who live in the land are strong, and the towns are fortified and very large; and
besides, we saw the descendawtsalf there. The Amalekites live in the land of
the Negeb; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites live in the hill country; and
the Canaanites live by the sea, and along the Jordan.O

But Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, OLepu goce and
occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.O

Acts 2:37ff Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and to the other apostles, OBrothers, what should we do?0 Peter said to them,
ORepent, and be baptizeergwne of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your
sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom
the Lord our God callsto him.O Alnel testified with many other arguments and
exhorted them, saying, OSave yourselves from this corrupt generation.O So those
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand
persons were added. They devoted themselves to thes@piestching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done b’
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they wou

sell their possessis and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having
the goodwill of all the pelegp And day by day the Lord added to their number those
who were being saved.

Luke 21:519- When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned
with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, OAs for these things tha
you seethe days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be
thrown down.O

They asked him, OTeacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is
about to take pIace’>O And he said, OBeware that you are not led agtrgy; for m
will come in my name and say, Ol am he!O and, OThe time is near!® Do not go af
them.

OWhen you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.O Then he said to
them, ONation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be
great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

OBut before all this occurs, they wiltsiryou and persecute you; they will hand
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in eelvdor | will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and
friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hatedbgalke of
my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain
your souls.

St Cyprian's treatise on the Lord's Prayer
As God's children, let us remain in the peace of God.

Christ has clearly added a law here, binding agl&dinite condition, that we

should ask for our debts to be forgiven us only as much as we ourselves forgive ot
debtors, knowing that we cannot obtain what we seek in respect of our own sins
unless we ourselves have acted in exactly the same waytwthase sinned

against us. This is why he says in another Bagehatever standard you measure, by
standard will you too be medghesservant who had all his debt forgiven him by his
master but would not forgive his felservant wasstanto prison: because he

would not forgive his fellewervant, he lost the indulgence that his master had
granted him.

And Christ makes this point even more strongly in his teadNimen you stand up to
prayhe saysf you have anything agajristgingaheso that your Father who is in heavel
forgive your sins. But if you do not forgive, nor will your Fath@nithkedasenfforgive yc
judgement there are no possible excuses: you will be judged according to your owi
sentence, andhatever you have inflicted, that is what you will suffer.

For God commands us to be peacemakers, and to agreebard one mind in his
hous&Vhat he has made us by the second birth he wishes us to continue during ou
infancy, that we who have begube children of God may abide in his peace, and
that having one spirit we should also have one heart and one mind. Thus God doe
not accept the sacrifice of one who is in disagreement but commands him to go ba
from the altar and first be reconciled wliis brother, so that God may be placated

by the prayers of a peacemaker. Our peace and concord are the greatest possible
sacrifice to Go®a people united in the unity of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Not even when Abel and Cain @araking the first sacrifiéot even then did



God pay attention to their gifts. He looked into their hearts, and the gift that was
acceptable was the one offered by the one who was acceptable in his heart. Abel,
peaceable and righteous in sacrificingnitocence to God, taught the rest of us

that when we bring our gift to the altar we should come, like him, with the fear of
God, with a heart free of deceit, with the law of righteousness, with the peace of
concord. He sacrificed in such a way, and seabkevorthy to become, afterwards,
himself a sacrifice to God: he who bore witness through the first martyrdom who
initiated the LordOs passion_by the glory of his blood, had both the LordOs
righteousness and the LordOs peace. Such are those who atdyriherieord at

the end; such are those who will sit and judge with him on the day of judgement.

But he who quarrels and stirs up discord, he who is not at peace with his Brethren
the Apostle and holy Scripture together testlfy that even if he méefodie

sake of ChristOs name, he will still be held guilty of fraternal dissension, for it is
written, whoever hates his brother issadhiivelenerderer cannot attain the

kingdom of heaven or abide with God-dlwe can be with Christ who prefst to
imitate Judas rather than Christ.

SATURDAY 87,90 ! 136

1 Samuel 4:111- In those days the Philistines mustered for war against Israel, and
Israel went out to battle against them; they encamped at Ebenezer, and the
Philistines encangal at Aphek. The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and
when the battle was Jomed Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed aboui
four thousand men on the field of battle. When the troops came to the camp, the
elders of Israel saidWdy has the LORD put us to rout today before the

Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD here from Shiloh, so
that he may come among us and save us from the power of our enemies.O So the
people sent to Shiloh, and brought from thie ark of the covenant of the LORD

of hosts, who is enthroned on the cherubim. The two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.

When the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel gave a
mighty shout, so that the earth resounded. When the Philistines heard the noise of
the shouting, they said, OWhat does this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrew
mean?0 When they learned that the ark of the LORD had come to the camp, the
Philistines werafraid; for they said, OGods have come into the camp.O They also
said, OWoe to us! For nothing like this has happened before. Woe to us! Who can
deliver us from the power of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck th
Egyptians with every soffptague in the wilderness. Take courage, and be men, O
Philistines, in order not to become slaves to the Hebrews as they have been to yot
be men and fight.O

So the Philistines fought; Israel was defeated, and they fled, everyone to his hom
There wa a very great slaughter, for there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot
soldiers. The ark of God was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, died.

Numbers 13:3114:25- Then the men who had gone up with him said, OWe are not
able to go upgainst this people, for they are stronger than we.O So they brought tc
the Israelites an unfavorable report of the land that they had spied out, saying, OTI
land that we have gone through as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants; and
the peofe that we saw in it are of great size. There we saw the Nephilim (the
Anakites come from the Nephilim); and to ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers
and so we seemed to them.O

Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept thakmight
all the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron; the whole congregation sai
to them, OWould that we had died in the land of Egypt' Or would that we had died
in this wilderness! Why is the LORD bringing us into this land to fall by the sword?
Our wives and our little ones will become booty; would it not be better for us to go

back to Egypt?0 So they said to one another, OLet us choose a captain, and go b:
to Egypt.O

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the Israelites. And Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunnet
who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes and said to &
the congregation of the Israelites, OThe land that we went through as spies is an
exceedinglgood land. If the LORD is pleased with us, he will bring us into this
land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. Only, do not rebel
against the LORD; and do not fear the people of the land, for they are no more
than bread for us; theprotection is removed from them, and the LORD is with
us; do not fear them.O But the whole congregation threatened to ston&tieem.
the glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the Israelites. And the
LORD said to Moses, OHow long thill people despise me? And how long will
they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the signs that | have done among them?
will strike them with pestilence and disinherit them, and | will make of you a nation
greater and mightier than they.O

ButMoses said to the LORD, OThen the Egyptians will hear of it, for in your
might you brought up this people from among them, and they will tell the
inhabitants of this land. They have heard that you, O LORD, are in the midst of
this people; for you, O LORDxre seen face to face, and your cloud stands over
them and you go in front of them, in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire
by night. Now if you kill this people all at one time, then the nations who have
heard about you will say, Olt is bedaes. ORD was not able to bring this people
into the land he swore to give them that he has slaughtered them in the wilderness
And now, therefore, let the power of the LORD be great in the way that you
promlsed when you spoke, saying,

OThe LORD is sido anger, and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity
and transgression, but by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
parents upon the children to the third and the fourth generation.O
Forgive the iniquity of this people aating to the greatness of your steadfast love,
just as you have pardoned this people, from Egypt even until now, o]

Then the LORD said, Ol do forgive, just as you have asked; neWathelass
and as all the earth shall be filled with the glcnt)edtORD\l none of the people
who have seen my glory and the signs that | did in Egypt and in the wilderness, an
yet have tested me these ten times and have not obeyed my voice, shall see the le
that | swore to give to their ancestors; none of thosdegpissed me shall see it.
But my servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has followed me
wholeheartedly, | will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants
shall possess it. Now, since the Amalekites and the Canaanitebdivalieys,
turn tomorrow and set out for the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.O

Acts 4:325:11- Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart anc
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything the
owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony tc
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was
not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold then
and brought thenpceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostlesO feet, and it
was distributed to each as any had need. There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus,
Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (WhICh means Oson of
encouragementO) He sold &ifthat belonged to him, then brought the money,

and laid it at the apostlesO feet.

But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of
property; with his wifeOs knowledge he kept back some of the proceeds, and
brought onlya part and laid it at the apostlesO feet. OAnanias,O Peter asked, Owh
has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the
proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And
after it was soldyere not the proceeds at your dlsposal° How is it that you have
contrived this deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!O Now when



Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who
heard of it. The young men caared wrapped up his body, then carried him out
and buried him.

After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had
happened. Peter said to her, OTell me whether you and your husband sold the lar
for such and such a price.Qi/Ahe said, OYes, that was the price.O Then Peter saic
to her, OHow is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the
test? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and th
will carry you out. O Immettly she fell down at his feet and died. When the young
men came in they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried her beside ht
husband. And great fear seized the whole church and all who heard of these thing

Luke 21:2028 - OWhen you séerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that
its desolation has come near. Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains, an
those inside the city must leave it, and those out in the country must not enter it;
for these are days of vengeance, dflenant of all that is written. Woe to those

who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days! For there wil
be great distress on the earth and wrath against this people; they will fall by the ec
of the sword and be taken awayaptves among all nations; and Jerusalem will be
trampled on by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

OThere will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distres
among nations confused by the roaring efsta and the waves. People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the,
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see Othe Son of Man coming in a cloudO \
power and great glory. Now when these things toeggike place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.O

St Cyprian's treatise on the Lord's Prayer
We must not pray in words only, but with deeds.

Why should we be surprised, beloved brethren, that this is the natwgaytbr

that God taught, seeing that he condensed all our prayer into one saving sentence
his teaching? This had already been foretold by the prophet Isaiah, who, filled with
the Holy Spirit, spoke of the majesty and loving kindness otGogietamyd

shortening his word in righteousness, because God will make a shdf@ned word in
when the word of God, that is, our Lord Jesus Christ, came to all of us, bringing
together the learned and the unlearned and gave the precepmlohsalwhose

of every age and sex, he made a compendium of his precepts, so that his pupilsO
memories should not be burdened by the heavenly teaching but might quickly lear
what was necessary for a simple faith.

Thus, when he taught what eternal life,Ji@ wrapped up the sacrament of life in

an altembracing and divine brevity, sayifiis is eternal life, to know you, the one tru
and Jesus Christ, whom yoArthatseenthen he had to gather from the law and the
prophets the first and gatest commandments, he skielar, O Israel: the Lord your Go
Is one God, and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all y«
your strength. This is the first commandment; and the seydus iggitbgauahall lo
yourself. On these two commandments hang all the |&ndadaiieatevehetsod
you wish men to do to you, do it to them: for this is the law and the prophets

It was not only in words that God taught us to praynkactions as well, for he

himself prayed frequently and imploringly, showing us his example so that we
should follow it, as it is writtefut he himself went off to a solitary place-snd prayed
went out onto the mountain to pray, #ndgtinnayetyao God

The Lord prayed and beseeched not for hirbgelfwhat reason has the guiltless

one pray for himself®but for our sins, as he made clear when he said to Hexter,
Satan wants to sift you as if you were wheafobybluhswéhatayeur faith should not fail
Later, too, he beseeches the Father for all people, dagangot pray for these alone, bi

also for those who will believe in me through their words: may they all be one. As'y
I inyou, so may they also b&od®#mercy and desire for our salvation are so great
that he is not content to redeem us with his blood, but also prays for us over and
over again. And now you should see what it was he was praying for: thagjust as th
Father and the Son are one, so too we should be part of that same unity.

PROPER7  Week of the Sunday closest to June 22

SUNDAY 66, 67 ! 19, 46

1 Samuel 4:1:22 - A man of Benjamin ran from the battle line, and came to
Shiloh the ame day, with his clothes torn and with earth upon his head. When he
arrived, Eli was sitting upon his seat by the road watching, for his heart trembled
for the ark of God. When the man came into the city and told the news, all the city
cried out. When leheard the sound of the outcry, he said, OWhat is this uproar?0
Then the man came quickly and told Eli. Now Eli was réngty years old and

his eyes were set, so that he could not see. The man said to Eli, Ol have just com
from the battle; | fledrbm the battle today.O He said, OHow did it go, my son?0
The messenger replied, Olsrael has fled before the Philistines, and there has also
been a great slaughter among the troops; your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehe
are dead, and the ark of God basn captured.O When he mentioned the ark of
God, Eli fell over backward from his seat by the side of the gate; and his neck was
broken and he died, for he was an old man, and heavy. He had judged Israel forty
years.

Now his daughtein-law, the wife foPhinehas, was pregnant, about to give birth.
When she heard the news that the ark of God was captured, and that kier father
law and her husband were dead, she bowed and gave birth; for her labor pains
overwhelmed her. As she was about to die, thenvatrarding her said to her,

ODo not be afraid, for you have borne a son.O But she did not answer or give hee:
She named the child Ichabod, meaning, OThe glory has departed from Israel,0
because the ark of God had been captured and because of her-fatliemnd her
husband. She said, OThe glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has
been captured.O

Numbers 14:2645 - And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying: How
long shall this wicked congregation complain against me? | havinéeard
complaints of the Israelites, which they complain against me. Say to them, OAs |
live,O says the LORD, Ol will do to you the very things | heard you say: your dead
bodies shall fall in this very wilderness; and of all your number, included in the
censs, from twenty years old and upward, who have complained against me, not
one of you shall come into the land in which | swore to settle you, except Caleb sol
of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. But your little ones, who you said would
become booty, | wiliring in, and they shall know the land that you have despised.
But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. And your children
shall be shepherds in the wilderness for forty years, and shall suffer for your
faithlessness, until the lagtyour dead bodies lies in the wilderness. According to
the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty days, for every day a
year, you shall bear your iniquity, forty years, and you shall know my displeasure.C
the LORD have spoken; surewill do thus to all this wicked congregation
gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full end, and
there they shall die.

And the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all th
congregation complaimgainst him by bringing a bad report about theNahe
men who brought an unfavorable report about the land died by a plague before the
LORD. But Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh alone remained alive,
of those men who went to spy out thd.lan



When Moses told these words to all the Israelites, the people mourned greatly.
They rose early in the morning and went up to the heights of the hill country,
saying, OHere we are. We will go up to the place that the LORD has promised, for
we have sired.O But Moses said, OWhy do you continue to transgress the commai
of the LORD? That will not succeed. Do not go up, for the LORD is not with you;
do not let yourselves be struck down before your enemies. For the Amalekites and
the Canaanites will confibyou there, and you shall fall by the sword; because you
have turned back from following the LORD, the LORD will not be with you.O But
they presumed to go up to the heights of the hill country, even though the ark of th
covenant of the LORD, and Moskad not left the camp. Then the Amalekites and
the Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and defeated them,
pursuing them as far as Hormah.

James 1:18- James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Chdshe
twelve tribes in thBispersion: Greetings.

My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing
but joy, because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and
let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be matlicemplete, lacking
in nothing.

If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and
ungrudgingly, and it will be given you. But ask in faith, never doubting, for the one
who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and bysthedwind; [8] for the
doubter, being doubteninded and unstable in every way, must not expect to
receive anything from the Lord.

Let the believer who is lowly boast in being raised up, and the rich in being
brought low, because the rich will dizear like a flower in the field. For the sun
rises with its scorching heat and withers the field; its flower falls, and its beauty
perishes. It is the same way with the rich; in the midst of a busy life, they will withel
away.

Blessed is anyone who @ temptation. Such a one has stood the test and will
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. No
one, when tempted, should say, Ol am being tempted by GodO; for God cannot be
tempted by evil and he himself tempts me. dBut one is tempted by oneOs own
desire, being lured and enticed by it; then, when that desire has conceived, it give
birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to death. Do not be
deceived, my beloved.

Every generous actgiving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change
In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we
would become a kind of firfsuits of his creatures.

Matt. 19:2330 - Then Jesus said to his disciples, OTruly | tell you, it will be hard
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than faos@nwho is rich to enter the
kingdom of God.O When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded an
said, OThen who can be saved?O But Jesus looked at them and said, OFor morte
is ImpOSSIble but for God all things are possible.O

Then Reter said in reply, OLook, we have Jeft everything and followed you. What
then will we have?O Jesus said to them, OTruly | tell you, at the renewal of all
things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have
followed me will alssit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children
or fields, for my nameOs sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal
life. But many who erfirst will be last, and the last will be first.

A treatise on the Trinity by St Faustinus
Christ, king and priest forever

Our Saviour received a bodily anointing and so became a true king and a true
priest. Both king and priest he was of his veryass#fyiour could be nothing less.
Hear in his own words how he himself became alkinge been appointed king by Go
Zion his holy moutéainin the FatherOs words that he was a desdre a priest for
ever in the line of Meletazedefas the first under the law to be made a priest by
being anointed with chrism, yet the Father does not say, Oin the line of Aaron,O le
it be believed that the SaviourOs priesthood could be passed on by mherltance fo
that time AaronOs priesthood tressmitted by lineal descent. But the SaviourOs
priesthood is not inherited because this priest lives on for ever. Therefore Scripture
saysYou are a priest for ever in the line of Melchizedek.

There is, therefore, a saviour in the flesh who is batigaakd a priest, though his
anointing was not physical but spiritual. Among the Israelites, those kings and
priests who were actually anointed with oil were either kings or priests. No man
could be both king and priest; he had to be one or the other Gbnist was both
king and priest; because he had come to fulfil the law, he alone possessed the
twofold perfection of kingship and priesthood.

Those who had been anointed with the oil of kingship or priesthood, although they
received only one of these amioigs, were called messiahs. Our Saviour, however,
who is the Christ, was anointed by the Holy Spirit so that the passage in Scripture
might be fulfilled:God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness and rais
companiohise dfference, then, between the one Christ and the many christs is in
the anointing, since he was anointed with the oil of gladness, which signifies
nothing other than the Holy Spirit.

This we know to be true from the Saviour himself. When he took the heakof
he opened it and reatihe Spirit of the Lord is upon me because lrtehthgsaidted me
that the prophecy was fulfilled in the hearing of those listening.

Peter, the prince of the apostles, also taught that the chrism which madetine Savi
a christ was the Holy Spirit; that is to say, the power of God. When in the Acts of
the Apostles Peter spoke to that faithful and merciful man, the centurion, he said
among other thing#fter the baptism which John preached, Jesus df atemateth, whc
with the Holy Spirit and with power, started out in Galilee and travelled about perfo
and freeing all who were possessed by the devil.

So you see that Peter too said that Jesus in his humanity was anointed with the Hc
Spirit and with power. Thus Jesus in his humanity truly became the Christ. By the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, he was made both king and priest for ever.

MONDAY 89:1-18 ! 89:1952

1 Samuel 5:112- When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it
from Ebenezer to Ashdod; then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it
into the house of Dagon and placed it beside Dagon. When the peoptiodf As
rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face to the ground before tt
ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and put him back in his place. But when the
rose early on the next morning, Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before
the ark of the LORD, and the head of Dagon and both his hands were lying cut off
upon the threshold; only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. This is why the priests
of Dagon and all who enter the house of Dagon do not step on the threshold of
Dagon in Astiod to this day.

The hand of the LORD was heavy upon the people of Ashdod, and he terrified an
struck them with tumors, both in Ashdod and in its territory. And when the
inhabitants of Ashdod saw how things were, they said, OThe ark of the Gald of Isra



must not remain with us; for his hand is heavy on us and on our god Dagon.0 So
they sent and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines, and said, OWhat sh
we do with the ark of the God of Israel?O The inhabitants of Gath replied, OLet the
ark of God be moved on to us.O So they moved the ark of the God of Israel to Gatt
But after they had brought it to Gath, the hand of the LORD was against the city,
causing a very great panic; he struck the inhabitants of the city, both young and olc
so hat tumors broke out on them. So they sent the ark of the God of Israel to
Ekron. But when the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out,
OWhy have they brought around to us the ark of the God of Israel to kill us and oul
peopie?O They seherefore and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines,
and said, OSend away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it return to its own place
that it may not kill us and our people.O For there was a deathly panic throughout tt
whole city. Théaand of God was very heavy there; those who did not die were
stricken with tumors, and the cry of the city went up to heaven.

Numbers 16:119- Now Korah son of I1zhar son of Kohath son of Levi, along with
Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On soretdtfNdescendants of Reuldén
took two hundred fifty Israelite men, leaders of the congregation, chosen from the
assembly, wekknown men, and they confronted Moses. They assembled against
Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, OYou have gone toinéar! A
congregation are holy, everyone of them, and the LORD is among them. So why
then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?0 When Moses h
it, he fell on his face. Then he said to Korah and all his company, OIn the morning
the LORDwill make known who is his, and who is holy, and who will be allowed to
approach him; the one whom he will choose he will allow to approach him. Do
this: take censers, Korah and all your company, and tomorrow put fire in them,
and lay incense on thenfdre the LORD; and the man whom the LORD chooses
shall be the holy one. You Levites have gone too far!lO Then Moses said to Korah
OHear now, you Levites! Is it too little for you that the God of Israel has separated
you from the congregation of Israelailow you to approach him in order to
perform the duties of the LORDOS tabernacle, and to stand before the congregatic
and serve them? He has allowed you to approach him, and all your brother Levite
with you; yet you seek the priesthood as welllefineryou and all your company
have gathered together against the LORD. What is Aaron that you rail against him’

Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram sons of Eliab; but they said, OWe will not corr
Is it too little that you have brought us up out omaltmwmg with milk and honey
to kill us in the wilderness, that you must also lord it over us? It is clear you have
not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, or given us an inheritance
of fields and vineyards. Would you put out the eytbesd# men? We will not
come!O

Moses was very angry and said to the LORD, OPay no attention to their offering.
have not taken one donkey from them, and | have not harmed any one of them.O
And Moses said to Korah, OAs for you and all your compg@ngséet tomorrow
before the LORD, you and they and Aaron; and let each one of you take his cense
and put incense on it, and each one of you present his censer before the LORD,
two hundred fifty censers; you also, and Aaron, each his censer.O Sa &zah ma
his censer, and they put fire in the censers and laid incense on them, and they stot
at the entrance of the tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. Then Korah
assembled the whole congregation against them at the entrance of the tent of
meeting. Andhe glory of the LORD appeared to the whole congregation.

Acts 5:1226 - Now many signs and wonders were done among the people throug!
the apostles. And they were all together in SolomonOs Portico. None of the rest
dared to join them, but the peoplelti them in high esteem. Yet more than ever
believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and women, so that
they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, in
order that PeterOs shadow might fall on sothemfas he came by. A great

number of people would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing th
sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.

Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (ttia sect of
the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, arrested the apostles and put them in tl
public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors,
brought them out, and said, OGo, stand in the temple and tell the theopt®le
message about this life.O When they heard this, they entered the temple at daybr
and went on with their teachingiVhen the high priest and those with him arrived,
they called together the council and the whole body of the elders oaietaeint
to the prison to have them brought. But when the temple police went there, they
did not find them in the prison; so they returned and reported, OWe found the
prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened
them,we found no one inside.O Now when the captain of the temple and the chief
priests heard these words, they were perplexed about them, wondering what migh
be going on. Then someone arrived and announced, OLook, the men whom you
put in prison are standinig the temple and teaching the people!® Then the
captain went with the temple police and brought them, but without violence, for
they were afraid of being stoned by the people.

Luke 21:2936- Then he told them a parable: OLook at the fig tree dhd all

trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you knc
that the kingdom of God is near. Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words \
not pass away.

OBe on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpékeedly,
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at a
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will te
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.O

St Gregory of Nyssa on @#tian Perfection
The Christian is another Christ

More than anyone, St Paul understood who Christ is and those requirements
needed by the person named after him. Paul spoke of what he himself had
accomplished and accurately imitated him in a mannerwotBbad.ord expressed

in his own person. By careful imitation Paul became a model so that it is no longer
he who is perceived as living and speaking, but Christ who lives in him. Knowing
his own blessings, that good man ¥aid seek proof that Glafshisispne,

elsewherdt is no longer | who live but Christ who lives in me.

PaulOs words show us the significance of ChristOs name, when he said that Chris
the power and wisdom of God. But he also called Christ: peace; the inaccessible
light wrere God dwells; our sanctification and redemption; the great high priest;

our Passover and our sacrifice of expiation; the brightness of glory; the very image
of GodOs substance; the creator of the ages; our spiritual food and drink; the rock
and the watethe foundation of faith; the chief cornerstone; the image of the great
and invisible God; the head of his body, the Church; thetfost of the new

creation and the firstruits of those who have fallen asleep; thelfiosh from the

dead, the firstborn among many brothers; the mediator between God and man;

the onlybegotten Son crowned with honour and glory; the Lord of glory; the
beginning of all things; the King of justice, but not only of justice but also the King
of peace and the King of all thm the King whose kingdom is boundless.

Paul gave all these names to Christ and many others too: so many that they cannc
easily be counted. But they are all related, and if you understand the meaning of
each of them on its own and put those meaningbéogleen you will come to



understand the full meaning of that one word OChristO and that will siag you
far as the human soul is able to compreheB@ddOs inexpressible greatness.

The good Lord has granted us the privilege of sharing in thggetiest, most

divine and chief of all names, so that, honoured by the name of Christ, we are
called OChristians.O So then we must ensure that in us are seen all the meanings
the name of Christ, so that our title is not false and meaningless butdbbby

our lives.

TUESDAY 97,99, [100] ! 94, [95]

1 Samuel 6:116- The ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven
months. Then the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, OWh
shall we do witthe ark of the LORD? Tell us what we should send with it to its
place.O They said, OIf you send away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it
empty, but by all means return him a guilt offering. Then you will be healed and
will be ransomed; will not sihand then turn from you?O And they said, OWhat is
the guilt offering that we shall return to him?O They answered, OFive gold tumors
and five gold mice, according to the number of the lords of the Philistines; for the
same plague was upon all of yousgah your lords. So you must make images of
your tumors and images of your mice that ravage the land, and give glory to the Gt
of Israel; perhaps he will lighten his hand on you and your gods and your land.
Why should you harden your hearts as thei&gypind Pharaoh hardened their
hearts? After he had made fools of them, did they not let the people go, and they
departed? Now then, get ready a new cart and two milch cows that have never bo
a yoke, and yoke the cows to the cart, but take thesrheaive, away from them.
Take the ark of the LORD and place it on the cart, and put in a box at its side the
figures of gold, which you are returning to him as a guilt offering. Then send it off,
and let it go its way. And watch; if it goes up on th®waywn land, to Beth
shemesh, then it is he who has done us this great harm; but if not, then we shall
know that it is not his hand that struck us; it happened to us by chance.O

The men did so; they took two milch cows and yoked them to theccahi,iaup
their calves at home. They put the ark of the LORD on the cart, and the box with
the gold mice and the images of their tumors. The cows went straight in the
direction of Bethshemesh along one highway, lowing as they went; they turned
neither 0 the right nor to the left, and the lords of the Philistines went after them
as far as the border of Bethemesh.

Now the people of Beshemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley.
When they looked up and saw the ark, they went witingejoieneet it. The cart
came into the field of Joshua of Bsttemesh, and stopped there. A large stone was
there; so they split up the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering
to the LORD. The Levites took down the ark of the LORDh&nblox that was
beside it, in which were the gold objects, and set them upon the large stone. Then
the people of BetBhemesh offered burnt offerings and presented sacrifices on that
day to the LORD. When the five lords of the Philistines saw it, tinecethat
day to Ekron.

Numbers 16:2035-  Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying:
Separate yourselves from this congregation, so that | may consume them in a
moment. They fell on their faces, and said, OO God, the God of the spitits of a
flesh, shall one person sin and you become angry with the whole congregation?0
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Say to the congregation: Get away from {
dwellings of Korah, Dathan, and ‘Abiram. So Moses got up and went to Dathan anc
Abiram; theelders of Israel followed him. He said to the congregation, OTurn away
from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, or you will be
swept away for all their sins.O So they got away from the dwellings of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram; and D&tn and Abiram came out and stood at the entrance
of their tents, together with their wives, their children, and their little ones. And

Moses said, OThis is how you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all thes
works; it has not been of my own adctirthese people die a natural death, or if a
natural fate comes on them, then the LORD has not sent me. But if the LORD
creates something new, and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up, w
all that belongs to them, and they go down aligeSineol, then you shall know that
these men have despised the LORD.O

As soon as he finished speaking all these words, the ground under them was spli
apart. The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, along with their
householdSeveryone who belged to Korah and all their goods. So they with all
that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol; the earth closed over them, and
they perished from the midst of the assembly. AII,IsraeI around them fled at their
outcry, for they said, OThe earth withbow us too!O And fire came out from the
LORD and consumed the two hundred fifty men offering the incense.

Acts 5:2742 - When they had brought them, they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, saying, OWe gave totdsnscnot to
teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you
are determined to bring this manOs blood on us.O But Peter and the apostles
answered, OWe must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our
ancetors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance t
Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the
Holy Spirit vhom God has given to those who obey him.O

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Phariset
in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, respected by all the people,
stood up and ordered the men to be put outsida short time. Then he said to
them, OFellow Israelites, consider carefully what you propose to do to these men.
For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of
men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was killed, andtadl followed him
were dispersed and disappeared. After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time
the census and got people to follow him; he also perished, and all who followed hir
were scattered. So in the present case, | tell you, keep awag$omen and let
them alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail;
but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow tNenthat case you may even
be found fighting against Godhey were convinced by him,damhen they had
called in the apostles, they had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speal
in the name of Jesus, and let them go. As they left the council, they rejoiced that
they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the Aadhevery
day in the temple and at home they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as 1
Messiah.

Luke 21:3722:13- Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he
would go out and spend the night on the Mount of Olives, as it was Aalteall
the people would get up early in the morning to listen to him in the temple.

Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. T
chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to déath, for t
were afraid of the people.

Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he we
away and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about
how he might betray him to them. They were greatlggplead agreed to give him
money. So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to
them when no crowd was present.

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and salymg OGo and prepare the Passover meal
for us that we may eat it.O They asked him, OWhere do you want us to make
preparations for it?O OListen,O he said to them Owhen you have entered the city
man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follawinto the house he enters and
say to the owner of the house, OThe teacher asks you, OWhere is the guest room,



where | may eat the Passover with my disciples?O O He will show you a large roo
upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us th8etley went and
found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

A treatise on Christian Perfection by St Gregory of Nyssa
Christ should be manifest in our whole life

The life of the Christian has three distinguishing aspeststsd words and

thought. Thought comes first, then words, since our words express openly the
interior conclusions of the mind. Finally, after thoughts and words, comes action,
for our deeds carry out what the mind has conceived. So when one of these result
in our acting or speaking or thinking, we must make sure that all our thoughts,
words and deeds are controlled by the divine ideal, the revelation of Christ. For
then our thoughts, words and deeds will not fall short of the nobility of their
implications

What then must we do, we who have been found worthy of the name of Christ?
Each of us must examine his thoughts, words and deeds, to see whether they are
directed toward Christ or are turned away from him. This examination is carried
out in various way8ur deeds or our thoughts or our words are not in harmony
with Christ if they issue from passion. They then bear the mark of the enemy who
smears the pearl of the heart with the slime of passion, dimming and even
destroying the lustre of the precious ston

On the other hand, if they are free from and untainted by every passionate
inclination, they are directed toward Christ, the author and source of peace. He is
like a pure, untainted stream. If you draw from him the thoughts in your mind and
the inclinatons of your heart, you will show a likeness to Christ, your source and
origin, as the gleaming water in a jar resembles the flowing water from which it wa:
obtained.

For the purity of Christ and the purity that is manifest in our hearts are identical.
ChristOs purity, however, is the fountainhead; ours has its source in him and flows
out of him. Our life is stamped with the beauty of his thought. The inner and the
outer man are harmonised in a kind of music. The mind of Christ is the

controlling influencethat inspires us to moderation and goodness in our

behaviour. As | see it, Christian perfection consists in this: sharing the titles which
express the meaning of ChristOs name, we bring out this meaning in our minds, ot
prayers and our way of life.

WEDNESDAY 101, 109:34(5-19)20-30 ! 119:12144

1 Samuel 7:27- From the day that the ark was lodged at Kijesthim, a long
time passed, some twenty years, and all the house of Israel lamented after the
LORD.

Then Samuel said to all theuse of Israel, OIf you are returning to the LORD
with all your heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Astartes from among
you. Direct your heart to the LORD, and serve him only, and he will deliver you out
of the hand of the Philistines.O So Iggaeaway the Baals and the Astartes, and
they served the LORD only.

Then Samuel said, OGather all Israel at Mizpah, and | will pray to the LORD for
you.O So they gathered at Mizpah, and drew water and poured it out before the
LORD. They fasted thaag, and said, OWe have sinned against the LORD.O And
Samuel judged the people of Israel at Mizpah.

When the Philistines heard that the people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the
lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the peogieedhieard
of it they were afraid of the Philistines. The people of Israel said to Samuel, ODo
not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us, and pray that he may save us fro
the hand of the Philistines.0 So Samuel took a sucklng lamb and affeeed it

whole burnt offering to the LORD; Samuel cried out to the LORD for Israel, and
the LORD answered him. As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to attack Israel; but the LORD thundered with a mighty voice
that day againthe Philistines and threw them into confusion; and they were

routed before Israel. And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the
Philistines, and struck them down as far as beyonecBeth

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up betwemraMand Jeshanah, and named
it Ebenezer; for he said, OThus far the LORD has helped us.O So the Philistines
were subdued and did not again enter the territory of Israel; the hand of the LORD
was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. Théh@mivths Philistines had
taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath; and Israel recovered
their territory from the hand of the Philistines. There was peace also between Israe
and the Amorites.

Samuel judged Israel all the days dffeisHe went on a circuit year by year to
Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah; and he judged Israel in all these places. Then he woul
come back to Ramah, for his home was there; he administered justice there to
Israel, and built there an altar to the LORD.

Numbers 16:3650 - Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Tell Eleazar son of
Aaron the priest to take the censers out of the blaze; then scatter the fire far and
wide. For the censers of these sinners have become holy at the cost of their lives.
Make theninto hammered plates as a covering for the altar, for they presented
them before the LORD and they became holy. Thus they shall be a sign to the
Israelites. So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers that had been presented |
those who were burned;dcthey were hammered out as a covering for th altar
reminder to the Israelites that no outsider, who is not of the descendants of Aaron,
shall approach to offer incense before the LORD, so as not to become like Korah
and his compamjust as the LORD HWasaid to him through Moses.

On the next day, however, the whole congregation of the Israelites rebelled again
Moses and against Aaron, saying, OYou have killed the people of the LORD.O Ani
when the congregation had assembled against them, Mosasartdraed
toward the tent of meeting; the cloud had covered it and the glory of the LORD
appeared. Then Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent of meeting, and the
LORD spoke to Moses, saying, OGet away from this congregation, so that | may
consumehem in a moment.O And they fell on their faces. Moses said to Aaron,
OTake your censer, put fire on it from the altar and lay incense on it, and carry it
quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them. For wrath has gone out
from the LORD; the fague has begun.O So Aaron took it as Moses had ordered,
and ran into the middle of the assembly, where the plague had already begun ama
the people. He put on the incense, and made atonement for the people. He stood
between the dead and the living; dreglague was stopped. Those who died by the
plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides those who died in the affa
of Korah. When the plague was stopped, Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance
of the tent of meeting.

Acts 6:115- Now durhg those days, when the disciples were increasing in
number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows wer
being neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called together the
whole community of the disciples aadd, Olt is not right that we should neglect
the word of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select from among
yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
may appoint to this task, while we, for pant, will devote ourselves to prayer and
to serving the word.O What they said pleased the whole community, and they cho
Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a préselfyAntioch. They had these
men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedidatitkto th



Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people
Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was
called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asia, stood
up and argued with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated some men to say, OWe
have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.O They stirret
the people as well &g telders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him,
seized him, and brought him before the council. They set up false withesses who
said, OThis man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; for
have heard him say thastBesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change
the customs that Moses handed on to us.O And all who sat in the council looked
intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

Luke 22:1423 - When the hour cameg tiook his place at the table, and the
apostles with him. He said to them, Ol have eagerly desired to eat this Passover v
you before | suffer; for | tell you, | will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom

of God.O Then he took a cup, andrajtving thanks he said, OTake this and divide
it among yourselves; for | tell you that from now on | will not drink of the fruit of
the vine until the kingdom of God comes.O Then he took a loaf of bread, and whe
he had given thanks, he broke it ane giato them, saying, OThis is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.O And he did the same with the cL
after supper, saying, OThis cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in
blood. But see, the one who betrayssméth me, and his hand is on the table.

For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by
whom he is betrayed!O Then they began to ask one another, which one of them it
could be who would do this.

St Aelred's treatise on sptual friendship
True, perfect, and eternal friendship

That outstanding youth, Jonathan, son of King Saul, made an alliance with David,
but it was not in the hope of obtaining the royal crown or winning the kingdom.

For the sake of their friendship, hé Bavid above himself as if he had been his
master and not his own fatherOs servant, expelled, hiding in the desert, sentenced
death, destined for executi@®he abased himself and raised Davidop:will be king,
he saidand | will be next bellovap&u

What an excellent example of true friendship! What a wonder! The king was raginc
against his servant and stirring up the whole country as if against a pretender to th
throne. He accuses priests of treachery and has them killed on the meos &uspic
he has the forests and the valleys sedbtieeplosts armed guards on cliffs and
mountains. Everyone swears to punish the object of the kingOs anger; but Jonathe
who alone has the right to envy the designated successor to thBibnatlean

chese to resist his father, keep his friend supplied with news, give him counsel in
his adversity. Thinking it better to be a friend than a kit will be Kiegsaidand

I will be next below you in rank.

See how the father tried to make the youngemanhis friend, how he goaded him
with insults, threatened him with dispossession, and warned him of the honours he
would lose. But even when Saul had condemned David to death, Jonathan did not
fail his friend. OWhy should David die? What has he dongwWérat has he

done? It was he who took his life in his hands and struck down the PHilstine
rejoiced, then. So why should he die?O

At these words the king was beside himself with rage and tried to pin Jonathan to
the wall with his spear, pouring aéw insults and threats. OSon of a wanton and
lascivious woman! | know that you love him, to your own shame and the shame of
your shameless mother!O Then he poured ‘out on the young man all the venom he
had in him. He tried to stir up ambition and envigtdsness and jealousy in

JonathanOs bredss:long as the son of Jesse lives, your kingdom cannot be establi

Who would not have been moved to jealousy by these words? Whose love would t
have been corrupted, grace diminished, friendship wipedBudtthis most loving

youth held fast to the oaths of friendship he had sworn, stood up to the threats,
endured the insults, and disdained the kingdom for the sake of friendship, careless
of the glory he would miss but mindful of the integrity he would Xeepwill be king,

he saidand | will be next below you in rank.

Here is a true and perfect friendship, solid and eternal: a friendship that envy does
not corrupt, suspicion does not diminish or ambition wipe out. It does not cease
even under such a tri@ven under such a battering it does not collapse. Assailed
with abuse, it stands firm; beaten with insults, it does not i@mthou, and do likewise

THURSDAY  105:122 ! 105:2345

1 Samuel 8:22 - When Samuel became old, he madsohis judges over Israel.

The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they
were judges in Besheba. Yet his sons did not follow in his ways, but turned aside
after gain; they took bribes and perverted justice.

Then allthe elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, an
said to him, OYou are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us,
then, a king to govern us, like other nations.O But the thing displeased Samuel
when they said@re us a king to govern us.O Samuel prayed to the LORD, and th
LORD said to Samuel, OListen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you
for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over
them. Just as they haeaelto me, from the day | brought them up out of Egypt to
this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. Now
then, listen to their voice; orfiyou shall solemnly warn them, and show them the
ways of the king who shall reayer them.O

So Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking hir
for a king. He said, OThese will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he
will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horaechem,
run before his chariots; and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands
and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest,
and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. He will take
you daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best of you
fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. He will take
onetenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his
courtigrs. He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle anc
donkeys, and put them to his work. He will taketenth of your flocks, and you
shall be his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom yc
have cheen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day.O

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, ONo! but we ar
determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and
that our king mayoyern us and go out before us and fight our battles.O When
Samuel had heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the
LORD, The LORD said to Samuel, OListen to their voice and set a king over
them.O Samuel then said to the peddlerael, OEach of you return home.O

Numbers 17:411- The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the Israelites,
and get twelve staffs from them, one for each ancestral house, from al| the leaders
their ancestral houses. Write each manOs nansestaffiand write AaronOs nhame

on the staff of Levi. For there shall be one staff for the head of each ancestral hous
Place them in the tent of meeting before the covenant, where | meet with you. And
the staff of the man whom | choose shall sprout; tiilisput a stop to the

complaints of the Israelites that they continually make against you. Moses spoke tc
the Israelites; and all their leaders gave him staffs, one for each leader, according



their ancestral houses, twelve staffs; and the staffaf was among theirs. So
Moses placed the staffs before the LORD in the tent of the covenant.

When Moses went into the tent of the covenant on the next day, the staff of Aaror
for the house of Levi had sprouted. It put forth buds, produced blossairtmran
ripe almonds. Then Moses brought out all the staffs from before the LORD to all
the Israelites; and they looked, and each man took his staff. And the LORD said to
Moses, OPut back the staff of Aaron before the covenant, to be kept as a warning
rebels, so that you may make an end of their complaints against me, or else they w
die.O Moses did so; just as the LORD commanded him, so he did.

Acts 6:157:16- And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw
that his face was litee face of an angel.

Then the high priest asked him, OAre these things so?0 And Stephen replied:
OBrothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, aadsajd
OLeave your country and your relatives and go to the land that | will show you.0
Then he left the country of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. After his father
died, God had him move from there to this country in which you are now living.

He did not give him any of it as a heritage, not even a footOs length, but promised
give it to him as his possession and to his descendants after him, even though he |
no child. And God spoke in these terms, that his descendants would be resident
aliens n a country belonging to others, who would enslave them and mistreat them
during four hundred years. OBut | will judge the nation that they serve,O said God
Oand after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.O Then he gave
the covenantf circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac and
circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jac
of the twelve patriarchs.

OThe patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him,
and rescued him from all his afflictions, and enabled him to win favor and to show
wisdom when he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him ruler
over Egypt and over all his household. Now there came a famine throughout Egyg
and Canaan, angreat suffering, and our ancestors could find no food. But when
Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors there on their firs
visit. On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph
family became knowa Pharaoh. Then Joseph sent and invited his father Jacob
and all his relatives to come to him, sevéwgyin all; so Jacob went down to
Egypt. He himself died there as well as our ancestors, and their bodies were
brought back to Shechem and laid mtihmb that Abraham had bought for a sum
of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

Luke 22:24-30 - A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was tc
be regarded as the greatest. But he said to them, OThe kings of the Gentiles lord
ower them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so witt
you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leadel
like one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one whi
serves®s it not the one at the table? But | am among you as one who serves.

OYou are those who have stood by me in my trials; and | confer on you, just as r
Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table
in my kingdom, ad you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

A homily on the Beatitudes by St Gregory of Nyssa

God is like an inaccessible rock

The feelings that come to a man who stands on a high mountain peak and looks
down onto some immense sea leesime feelings that come to me when | look out
from the high mountain peak of the LordOs words into the incomprehensible depth
of his thoughts.

When you look at mountains that stand next to the sea, you will often find that they
seem to have been cutaif, so that on the side nearest the sea there is a sheer
drop and something dropped from the summit will fall straight into the depths.
Someone who looks down from such a peak will become dizzy, and so too | becon
dizzy when | look down from the higkag of these words of the LoBlessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God.

These words offer the sight of God to those whose hearts have been purified and
purged. But look: St John s&y@one has seenfBedpostle PaulOs sublime mind
goedurther still: What no man has seen and nolinarictressippery and

crumbling rock that seems to give the mind no support in the heights. Even the
teaching of Moses declared God to be a rock that was so inaccessible that our mir
could not egn approach itNe one can see the Lord and live.

To see God is to have eternalllitnd yet the pillars of our faith, John and Paul

and Moses, say that God cannot be seen. Can you understand the dizziness of a ¢
that contemplates their words? If Gedife, whoever does not see God does not

see life. If the prophets and the Apostle, inspired by the Holy Spirit, attest that God
cannot be seen, does this not wreck all the hopes of man?

It is the Lord who sustains our floundering hope, just as hermasteter when he

was floundering in the water, and made the waters firm beneath his feet. If the han
of the Word stretches out to us as well, and sets us firm in a new understanding
when these speculations have made us lose our balance, we shiatirhdesafe

held safe in the guiding hand of the W@tbssdtk saysre those who possess a pure
heart, for they shall see God.

FRIDAY 102 ! 107432

1 Samuel 9:114- There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish son of
Abiel son of Zeror son of Becorath son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth.
He had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a m
amory the people of Israel more handsome than he; he stood head and shoulders
above everyone else.

Now the donkeys of Kish, SaulOs father, had strayed. So Kish said to his son Sat
OTake one of the boys with you; go and look for the donkeys.O Herpagked th
the hill country of Ephraim and passed through the land of Shalishah, but they did
not find them. And they passed through the land of Shaalim, but they were not
there. Then he passed through the land of Benjamin, but they did not find them.

When hey came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to the boy who was with him, OLet
us turn back, or my father will stop worrying about the donkeys and worry about
us.O But he said to him, OThere is a man of God in this town; he is a man held in
honor. Whatever h&ays always comes true. Let us go there now; perhaps he will te
us about the journey on which we have set out.O Then Saul replied to the boy, OE
if we go, what can we bring the man? For the bread in our sacks is gone, and there
is no present to brintp the man of God. What have we?0O The boy answered Saul
again, OHere, | have with me a quarter shekel of silver; | will give it to the man of
God, to tell us our way.O (Formerly in Israel, anyone who went to inquire of God
would say, OCome, let us gtheoseerO; for the one who is now called a prophet
was formerly called a seer.) Saul said to the boy, OGood; come, let us go.O So th
went to the town where the man of God was.

As they went up the hill to the town, they met some girls coming canvtevater,
and said to them, Ols the seer here?0 They answered, OYes, there he is just ahe
you. Hurry; he has come just now to the town, because the people have a sacrifice
today at the shrine. As soon as you enter the town, you will find him,Heefore
goes up to the shrine to eat. For the people will not eat until he comes, since he
must bless the sacrifice; afterward those eat who are invited. Now go up, for you w
meet him immediately.O So they went up to the town. As they were entering the
town, they saw Samuel coming out toward them on his way up to the shrine.



Numbers 20:313- The Israelites, the whole congregation, came into the
wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. Miriam died
there, and was buried there

Now there was no water for the congregation; so they gathered together against
Moses and against Aaron. The people quarreled with Moses and said, OWould the
we had died when our kindred died before the LORD! Why have you brought the
assembly of thedRD into this wilderness for us and our livestock to die here?

Why have you brought us up out of Egypt, to bring us to this wretched place? It is
no place for grain, or figs, or vines, or pomegranates; and there is no water to
drink.O Then Moses and Aawant away from the assembly to the entrance of the
tent of meeting; they fell on their faces, and the glory of the LORD appeared to
them. The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Take the staff, and assemble the
congregation, you and your brother Aaron, and condnttae rock before their

eyes to yield its water. Thus you shall bring water out of the rock for them; thus yot
shall provide drink for the congregation and their livestock.

So Moses took the staff from before the LORD, as he had commanded him. Mos¢
andAaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them,
OListen, you rebels, shall we bring water for you out of this rock?O Then Moses
lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his staff; water came out
abundantly, and the coregation and their livestock drank. But the LORD said to
Moses and Aaron, OBecause you did not trust in me, to show my holiness before t
eyes of the Israelites, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that
have given them.O Thesetlagevaters of Meribah, where the people of Israel
quarreled with the LORD, and by which he showed his holiness.

Acts 7:1729 - OBut as the time drew near for the fulfillment of the promise that
God had made to Abraham, our people in Egypt increasedutilied until

another king who had not known Joseph ruled over Egypt. He dealt craftily with
our race and forced our ancestors to abandon their infants so that they would die.
At this time Moses was born, and he was beautiful before God. For thtes Ineo

was brought up in his fatherOs house; and when he was abandoned, PharaohOs
daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. So Moses was
instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in his words and
deeds.

OWhen he wisty years old, it came into his heart to visit his relatives, the
Israelites. When he saw one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed
man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. He supposed that his kinsfo
would understand that Goldrbugh him was rescuing them, but they did not
understand. The next day he came to some of them as they were quarreling and
tried to_reconcile them, saying, OMen, you are brothers; why do you wrong each
ather?0 But the man who was wronging his nelgllﬂiwq)Moses aside, saying,
OWho made you a ruler and a judge over us? Do you want to kill me as you killed
Egyptian yesterday?® When he heard this, Moses fled and became a resident alit
the land of Midian. There he became the father of two sons.

Luke 22:3:38- OSimon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like
wheat, but | have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when
once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.O And he said to him, OLorc
I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!O Jesus said, Ol tell you, Peter, t
cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.O

He said to them, OWhen | sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you
lack anytimg?0O They said, ONo, not a thing.O He said to them, OBut now, the one
who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword
must sell his cloak and buy one. For | tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in
me, OAnd he was itmd among the lawlessO; and indeed what is written about me i
being fulfilled.O They said, OLord, look, here are two swords.O He replied, Olt is
enough.O

A homily on the Beatitudes by St Gregory of Nyssa
The hope of seeing God

Blessed are the parg édhthey shall sBedkasipromise is so great that it passes the
furthest limits of happiness. Given such a blessing, who could desire more, having
already received all things by the fact of seeing God? Remember that in Scriptural
usage Oseeimgi@ans Ohavinil&y you see the good thingswéaesuSatemyou find
them.@et the ungodly be taken away and not see theagisrynathing@ilopriaetOs
words, Onot share in the glory of the Lord.O

So whoever Osees GodO receivesait tiiseeing, possession of everything that is
good: incorruptible life without end, blessedness that cannot fail, a kingdom
without end, happiness without limit, true light, the true voice of the Spirit, glory
never before reached, perpetual rejoicary] all else that is good.

The promise of this Beatitude gives us the right to hope for these great things. All
this sight of God is conditional on having a pure H2and thinking of this, my

mind is once more teetering on a dizzy peak. What if ptihiead is one of those
unattainable things that are simply beyond our human nature? If, on the one hand,
it is by purity of heart that God can be seen, and if, on the other hand, Moses and
Paul did not see God and said that he could never be seeow follically that

purity of heart must be impossible, so that in pronouncing this Beatitude, the Word
is putting forward something that simply cannot be.

How can we benefit from knowing the means by which God can be seen, if that
means is impossible fos®

Suppose, for instance, that someone told us it was good to find oneself in heaven
because there one would see things that cannot be seen in this world. Now if he al
told us how a journey to heaven might be undertaken, there might be some use in
telling us about its delights. But as long as the journey is impossible, what use is it
think about the happiness that might lie at the end of it? We would simply suffer
and be sad at the thought of the things that await us somewhere where we cannot

Doesthe Lord really encourage us to do something that is beyond our nature and
our powers to accomplish? Surely not. Look at the birds: God has not created then
without wings. Look at sea creatures: God has not designed them as land animals.
Wherever we loothe law of each creatureOs being does not demand that it should
do something that it is beyond its own nature to do.

Let us reflect on this and realise that we should not despair of the purity of heart
that the Beatitude speaks of. John, Paul and Mosestdid the end, lack the

sublime blessing of seeing God. PaulHagde is laid up for me a crown of justice, whi
Lord, the just judge, will renhtgridapen JesusO breast; and Moses heard God say
him, | have known you alibigecaltain that those who said that the contemplation

of God was beyond human power were themselves blessed. But blessedness comr
from the contemplation of God, and seeing God is something that comes to those
who are pure of heart. It follows logically thatty of heart cannot be an

unattainable thing.

So if some, with Paul, truly say that the contemplation of God is beyond human
power, yet the Lord himself contradicts them by promising the sight of God to thos:t
who are pure of heart.

SATURDAY  107:3343, 108:16(7-13) ! 33

1 Samuel 9:330:1- Now the day before Saul came, the LORD had revealed to
Samuel: OTomorrow about this time | will send to you a man from the land of
Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be ruler over my peop#d. Islashall save
my people from the hand of the Philistines; for | have seen the suffering of my



people, because their outcry has come to me.O When Samuel saw Saul, the LOR
told him, OHere is the man of whom | spoke to you. He it is who shall ruteyover
people.O Then Saul approached Samuel inside the gate, and said, OTell me, plez
where is the house of the seer?0 Samuel answered Saul, Ol am the seer; go up
before me to the shrine, for today you shall eat with me, and in the morning | will
let yougo and will tell you all that is on your mind. As for your donkeys that were
lost three days ago, give no further thought to them, for they have been found. Anc
on whom is all IsraelOs desire fixed, if not on you and on all your ancestral house?
Saul aswered, Ol am only a Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes of Israel, and
my family is the humblest of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin. Why then have
you spoken to me in this way?0O

Then Samuel took Saul and his serbaytand brought theinto the hall, and
gave them a place at the head of those who_had been invited, of whom there were
about thirty. And Samuel said to the cook, OBring the portion | gave you, the one
asked you to put aside.O The cook took up the thigh and what weanditkt
them before Saul. Samuel said, OSee, what was kept is set before you. Eat; for it i
set before you at the appointed time, so that you might eat with the gBests. o
Saul ate with Samuel that day. When they came down from the shrine into the
town, a bed was spread for Saul on the roof, and he lay down to sleep. Then at th
break of dawn Samuel called to Saul upon the roof, OGet up, so that | may send y
on your way.O Saul got up, and both he and Samuel went out into the street.

As they are going down to the outskirts of the town, Samuel said to Saul, OTell
the boy to go on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself fora
while, that | may make known to you the word of God.O Samuel took a vial of oil
and poured it on his lael, and kissed him; he said, OThe LORD has anointed you
ruler over his people Israel. You shall reign over the people of the LORD and you
will save them from the hand of their enemies all around. Now this shall be the sigr
to you that the LORD has anointgali ruler over his heritage:

Numbers 20:1429 - Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom,
OThus says your brother Israel: You know all the adversity that has befallen us: he
our ancestors went down to Egypt, and we lived in Egypttaniengnd the
Egyptians oppressed us and our ancestors; and when we cried to the LORD, he
heard our voice, and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt; and here we are il
Kadesh, a town on the edge of your territory. Now let us pass through your land.
Weuwill not pass through field or vineyard, or drink water from any well; we will go
along the KingOs Highway, not turning aside to the right hand or to the left until we
have passed through your territory.O

But Edom said to him, OYou shall not pass giroor we will come out with the
sword against you.O The Israelites said to him, OWe will stay on the highway; and
we drink of your water, we and our livestock, then we will pay for it. It is only a
small matter; just let us pass through on foot. OeBsuid, OYou shall not pass
through.O And Edom came out against them with a large force, heavily armed. Thi
Edom refused to give Israel passage through their territory; so Israel tarned away
from them.

They set out from Kadesh, and the Israelitesyhitée congregation, came to
Mount Hor. Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor, on the
border of the land of Edom, OLet Aaron be gathered to his people. For he shall not
enter the land that | have given to the Israelites, because you rebielédgg
command at the waters of Meribah. Take Aaron and his son Eleazar, and bring
them up Mount Hor; strip Aaron of his vestments, and put them on his son
Eleazar. But Aaron shall be gathered to his people, and shall die there.O Moses di
as the LORD lthcommanded; they went up Mount Hor in the sight of the whole
congregation. Moses stripped Aaron of his vestments, and put them on his son
Eleazar; and Aaron died there on the top of the mountain. Moses and Eleazar cam
down from the mountain. When all tbengregation saw that Aaron had died, all
the house of Israel mourned for Aaron thirty days.

Acts 7:3043 - ONow when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in t
wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush. When Moseshgaw it,
was amazed at the sight; and as he approached to look, there came the voice of t
Lord: Ol am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.O
Moses began to tremble and did not dare to look. Then the Lord said to him, OTal
off thesandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.
| have surely seen the mistreatment of my people who are in Egypt and have hear
their groaning, and | have come down to rescue them. Come now, | will send you t
Egypt.O

%t was this Moses whom they rejected when they said, OWho made you a ruler
a judge?0 and whom God now sent as both ruler and liberator through the angel
who appeared to him in the bush. He led them out, having performed wonders ant
signs in Egypt, ahé Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the
Moses who said to the Israelites, OGod will raise up a prophet for you from your o\
people as he raised me up.O He is the one who was in the congregation in the
wilderness with the angel wapmke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors;
and he received living oracles to give to us. Our ancestors were unwilling to obey
him; instead, they pushed him aside, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt,
saying to Aaron, OMake godssavho will lead the way for us; as for this Moses
who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him.
At that time they made a calf, offered a sacrifice to the idol, and reveled in the worl
of their hands. But God turned asfaom them and handed them over to worship
the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: ODid you offer to m
slain victims and sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?

No; you took along the tent of Moloclnd the star of your god Rephan, the
images that you made to worship; so | will remove you beyond Babylon.O

Luke 22:39-51- He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of
Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he reached theh plaed] to them,
OPray that you may not come into the time of trial.O Then he Wlthdrew from them
about a stoneOs throw, knelt down, and prayed, OFather, if you are willing, remov
this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.O [Then an angbifaoen
appeared to him and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly,
and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.] Wher
he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because
gief, and he said to them, OWhy are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may
not come into the time of trial.O

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, o
of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jerszssmmk but Jesus said to
him, OJudas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?0 When thos:
who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, OLord, should we strike
with the sword?O Then one of them struck the slave of the mglarpniieut off
his right ear. But Jesus said, ONo more of this!O And he touched his ear and heal
him.

St Gregory of Nyssa on the Beatitudes

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God

Bodily health is a good thing, but what is truly blesssat bnly to know how to

keep oneOs health but actually to be healthy. If someone praises health but then g
and eats food that makes him ill, what is the use to him, in his illness, of all his
praise of health?

We need to look at the text we are cerisiglin just the same way. It does not say
that it is blessed to know something about the Lord God, but that it is blessed to
have God within oneseBlessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

I do not think that this is simply intended t@prise a direct vision of God if one



purifies oneOs soul. On the other hand, perhaps the magnificence of this saying is
hinting at the same thing that is said more clearly to another audieedéngdom of
God is within Jbat is, we are to understathét when we have purged our souls of
every illusion and every disordered affection, we will see our own beauty as an ime
of the divine nature.

And it seems to me that the Word of God, in these few words, was saying somethil
like this: In you there is@ertain desire to contemplate what is truly good. But

when you hear that GodOs majesty is exalted high above the heavens, that his glo
beyond comprehension, that his beauty is beyond description, that his very nature
can neither be perceived nor be wustteod, do not fall into despair or think you

can never have the sight that you desire.

So if, by love and right living, you wash off the filth that has become stuck to your
heart, the divine beauty will shine forth in you. Think of iron, which at one

momaent is dark and tarnished and the next, once the rust has been scraped off,
shines and glistens brightly in the sun. It is the same with the inner core of man,
which the Lord calls the heart. It has been in damp and foul places and is covered
patches afust; but once the rust has been scraped off, it will recover itself and once
more resemble its archetype. And so it will be good, since what resembles the goo
must be good itself.

Therefore, whoever looks at himself sees in himself what he desiresoévet s

pure in heart is blessed because, seeing his own purity, he sees the archetype
reflected in the image. If you see the sun in a mirror then you are not looking
directly at the sky, but still you are seeing the sun just as much as someone who
looksdirectly at it. In the same way, the Lord is saying, although you do not have tr
strength to withstand the direct sight of the great and inaccessible light of God, if
you look within yourselves once you have returned to the grace of the image that v
placed in you from the beginning, you will find in yourselves all that you seek.

For to be God is to be pure, to be free from weakness and passion, to be separate
from all evil. If these things are all true of you then God is within you. If your
thought iskept pure from evil habits, free from passion and weakness, separated
from all stain, you are blessed because your vision is sharp and clear. You are abl
to see what is invisible to those who have not been purified. The eyes of your soul
have been cleasef material filth and through the purity of your heart you have a
clear sight of the vision of blessedness. What is that vision? It is purity, sanctity,
simplicity, and other reflections of the brightness of the Divine nature. It is the
sight of God.

PROPERS8  week of the Sunday closest to June 29

SUNDAY 118 145

1 Samuel 10:16- Samuel took a vial of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed
him; he said, OThe LORD has anointed you ruler over his people Israel. You shall
reign ovetthe people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of their
enemies all around. Now this shall be the sign to you that the LORD has anointed
you ruler over his heritage: When you depart from me today you will meet two mel
by RachelOs tomb in theitory of Benjamin at Zelzah; they will say to you, OThe
donkeys that you went to seek are found, and now your father has stopped warryir
about them and is worrying about you, saying: What shall | do about my son?0 Tt
you shall go on from there ther and come to the oak of Tabor; three men going

up to God at Bethel will meet you there, one carrying three kids, another carrying
three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine. They will greet you anc
give you two loaves of bread, whithshall accept from them. After that you shall
come to Gibeatkelohim, at the place where the Philistine garrison is; there, as you
come to the town, you will meet a band of prophets coming down from the shrine

with harp, tambourine, flute, and lyre piay in front of them; they will be in a
prophetic frenzy. Then the spirit of the LORD will possess you, and you will be in
a prophetic frenzy along with them and be turned into a different person. Now
when these signs meet you, do whatever you safifdo God is with you. And

you shall go down to Gilgal ahead of me; then | will come down to you to present
burnt offerings and offer sacrifices of waing. Seven days you shall wait, until |
come to you and show you what you shall do.O

As he tuned away to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart; and all these sic
were fulfilled that day. When they were going from there to Gibeah, a band of
prophets met him; and the spirit of God possessed him, and he fell into a prophetic
frenzy along witthem. When all who knew him before saw how he prophesied
with the prophets, the people said to one another, OWhat has come over the son ¢
Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?O A man of the place answered, OAnd wt
their father?O Therefore it becaanproverb, Ols Saul also among the prophets?0
When his prophetic frenzy had ended, he went home.

SaulOs uncle said to him and to the boy OWhere did you go?0 And he replied, ¢
seek the donkeys; and when we saw they were not to be found, we meat.® Sa
SaulOs uncle said, OTell me what Samuel said to you.O Saul said to his uncle, Ol
told us that the donkeys had been found.O But about the matter of the k|ngsh|p, of
which Samuel had spoken, he did not tell him anything.

Numbers 21:49, 21-35- From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red

Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way.
The people spoke against God and against Moses, OWhy have you brought us up
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For thered food and no water, and we detest
this miserable food.O Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses a
said, OWe have sinned by speaking against the LORJRiasidyau; pray to the

LORD to take away the serpents from us.O So Moses prayed for the people. And 1
LORD said to Moses, OMake a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and every:
who is bitten shall look at it and live.O So Moses made a seopemeyfand put

it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.

Then Israel sent messengers to King Sihon of the Amorites, saying, OLet me pas
through your land; we will not turn aside irfiteld or vineyard; we will not drink
the water of any weII; we will go by the KingOs Highway until we have passed thro
your territory.O But Sihon would not allow Israel to pass through his territory.
Sihon gathered all his people together, and wergigaubst Israel to the
wilderness; he came to Jahaz, and fought against Israel. Israel put him to the swor
and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as to the
Ammonites; for the boundary of the Ammonites was strong. Israellttioése
towns, and Israel settled in all the towns of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all its
villages. For Heshbon was the city of King Sihon of the Amorites, who had fought
against the former king of Moab and captured all his land as far as the Arnon
Therefore the ballad singers say, OCome to Heshbon, let it be built; let the city of
Sihon be established.

For fire came out from Heshbon, flame from the city of Sihon. It devoured Ar of
Moab, and swallowed up the heights of the Arnon.

Woe to you, ®oab! You are undone, O people of Chemosh! He has made his
sons fugitives, and his daughters captives, to an Amorite king, Sihon.

So their posterity perished from Heshbon to Dibon, and we laid waste until fire
spread to Medeba.O

Thus Israel settled ime land of the Amorites. Moses sent to spy out Jazer; and
they captured its villages, and dispossessed the Amorites who were there.

Then they turned and went up the road to Bashan; and King Og of Bashan came
out against them, he and all his peopléatble at Edrei. But the LORD said to
Moses, ODo not be afraid of him; for | have given him into your hand, with all his
people, and all his land. You shall do to him as you did to King Sihon of the



Amorites, who ruled in Heshbon.O So they killed hingdris, and all his people,
until there was no survivor left; and they took possession of his land.

Rom. 4:1325- For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteofisness
faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is
there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the premiay rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, asit
written, Ol have made you the father of many natitingtg presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become Othe
father of many nations,O according to what was said, OSo numeraus shall y
descendants be.® He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was already as good as dead (for_he was about a hundred years old), or wh
he considered the barrenness of SarahOs womb. No distrust made him waver
concerning the pnmise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he ‘had promised.
Therefore his faith Owas reckoned to him as righteousness.O Now the words, Oit
reckoned to him,O were writteat fior his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who
was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Matt. 21:23-32- When he entered themple, the chief priests and the elders of

the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, OBy what authority are you
doing these things, and who gave you this authorlty’)O Jesus said to them, Ol will
also ask you one question; if you tell me theeanthen | will also tell you by what
authority | do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it 0
human origin?0 And they argued with one another, OIf we say, OFrom heaven,O |
will say to us, OWhy then did you not believe Bioi 2ve say, OOf human

origin,O we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.O So they
answered Jesus, OWe do not know.O And he said to them, ONeither will | tell' you
what authority | am doing these things.

OWhat do you think? Amrtzad two sons; he went to the first and said, OSon, go
and work in the vineyard today.O He answered Ol will notO; but later he changed
mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answere
Ol go, sirO; but he did not ¥¢hich of the two did the will of his father?O They
said, OThe first.O Jesus said to them, OTruly | tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you
in the way of righteousness and yidundt believe him, but the tax collectors and
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.

From a homily by Pope Paul VI
We proclaim Christ to the whole world

Not to preach the Gospel woddibgnGhrist himself sent me as his apostle and
witness. The more remote, the more difficult the assignment, themmydmve of God
spurs melam bound to proclaim that JesuSlisist, the Son of the liBeg&ise. of

him we come to knotlie God we cannot séte is the firstborn of all creation; in him al
things find their Man@s teacher and redeemer, he was born for us, died for us, anc
for us he rose from the dead.

All things, all history converges in Christ. A man of sorronhapéd, he knows us
and loves us. As our friend he stays by us throughout our lives; at the end of time t
will come to be our judge; but we also know that he will be the complete fulfilment

of our lives and our great happiness for all eternity.

| can nevecease to speak of Christ for he is our truth and our highg the way, the
truth and theHiteis our bread, our source of living water who allays our hunger and
satisfies our thirst. He is our shepherd, our leader, our ideal, our comforter and
our brother.

He is like us but more perfectly human, simple, poor, humble, and yet, while
burdened with work, he is more patient. He spoke on our behalf; he worked
miracles; and he founded a new kingdom: in it the poor are happy; peace is the
foundation of dife in common; where the pure of heart and those who mourn are
uplifted and comforted; the hungry find justice; sinners are forgiven; and all
discover that they are brothers.

The image | present to you is the image of Jesus Christ. As Christians yloig share
name; he has already made most of you his own. So once again | repeat his name
you Christians and | proclaim to all men: Jesus Christ is the beginning and the end
the alpha and the omega, Lord of the new universe, the great hidden key to humar
history and the part we play in it. He is the meditbe bridge, if you with

between heaven and earth. Above all he is the Son of man, more perfect than any
man, being also the Son of God, eternal and infinite. He is the son of Mary his
mother on earthmore blessed than any woman. She is also our mother in the
spiritual communion of the mystical body.

Remember(it] is Jesus Christ | preach day in and day out. His name | would see
echo and reecho for all time even to the ends of the earth.

MONDAY 106:218 ! 106:1918

1 Samuel 10:127- Samuel summoned the people to the LORD at Mizpah and
said to them, OThus says the LORD, the God of Israel, Ol brought up Israel out of
Egypt, and | rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all
the kingdoms that were oppressing you.O But today you have rejected your God,
who saves you from all your calamities and your distresses; and you have said, Of
but set a king over us.O Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by yo
tribes andby your clans.O

Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was
taken by lot. He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its families, and the family
of the Matrites was taken by lot. Finally he brought the familyM#&thiges near
man by man, and Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought him
he could not be found. So they inquired again of the LORD, ODid the man come
here?0 and the LORD said, OSee, he has hidden himself among the baggage.O
they ran and brought him from there. When he took his stand among the people, h
was head and shoulders taller than any of them. Samuel said to all the people, OL
you see the one whom the LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among all
the people.O Arall the people shouted, OLong live the king!O

Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the kingship; and he wrote them ir
a book and laid it up before the LORD. Then Samuel sent all the people back to
their homes. Saul also went to his hont&taah, and with him went warriors
whose hearts God had touched. But some worthless fellows said, OHow can this
man save us?0 They despised him and brought him no present. But he held his
peace. Now Nahash, king of the Ammonites, had been grievoussejg the
Gadites and the Reubenites. He would gouge out the right eye of each of them an«
would not grant Israel a deliverer. No one was left of the Israelites across the Jord:
whose right eye Nahash, king of the Ammonites, had not gouged out. 8ut ther
were seven thousand men who had escaped from the Ammonites and had enterec
Jabestyilead.

Numbers 22:121- The Israelites set out, and camped in the plains of Moab
across the Jordan from Jericho. Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had



doneto the Amorites. Moab was in great dread of the people, because they were s
numerous; Moab was_overcome with fear of the people of Israel. And Moab said tc
the elders of Midian, OThis horde will now lick up all that is around us, as an ox
licks up the gss of the field.O Now Balak son of Zippor was king of Moab at that
time. He sent messengers to Balaam son of Beor at Pethor, which is on the
Euphrates, in the land of Amaw, to summon him, saying, OA people has come out
of Egypt; they have spread overdhe bf the earth, and they have settled next to
me. Come now, curse this people for me, since they are stronger than |; perhaps |
shall be able to defeat them and drive them from the land; for | know that
whomever you bless is blessed, and whomever geisatursed.O

So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for
divination in their hand; and they came to Balaam, and gave him BalakOs messag
He said to them, OStay here tonight, and | will brlng back word to you, just as the
LORD speaks to meO; so the officials of Moab stayed with Balaam. God came to
Balaam and said, OWho are these men with you?O_Balaam said to God, OKing Bt
son of Zippor of Moab has sent me this message: OA people has come out of Egy
and has spread ovbe face of the earth; now come, curse them for me; perhaps |
shall be able to fight against them and drive them out.0O God said to Balaam, OY
shall not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.O So
Balaam rose in the momingnd said to the officials of Balak, OGo to your own
land, for the LORD has refused to let me go with you.O So the officials of Moab ros
and went to Balak, and said, OBalaam refuses to come with us.O

Once again Balak sent off|C|aIs more numerous anel aistinguished than
these. They came to Balaam and said to him, OThus says Balak son of Zippor: OC
not let anything hinder you from coming to me; for | will surely do you great
honor, and whatever you say to me | will do; come, curse this peoplmm
Balaam replied to the servants of Balak, OAIthough Balak were to give me his hou
full of silver and gold, | could not go beyond the command of the LORD my God,
to do less or more. You remain here, as the others did, so that | may learn what
morethe LORD may say to me.O That night God came to Balaam and said to him,
OlIf the men have come to summon you, get up and go with them; but do only wha
tell you to do.O So Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went
with the officials of Mab.

Acts 7:448:1- OOur ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as Goc
directed when he spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern
he had seen. Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they
dispossesdehe nations that God drove out before our ancestors. And it was there
until the time of David, who found favor with God and asked that he might find a
dwelling place for the house of Jacob. But it was Solomon who built a house for
him. Yet the Most Hjh does not dwell in houses made with human hands; as the
prophet says,

OHeaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will yo
build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest?

Did not my hand make all thebmgs’70

OYou stifhecked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever
opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets
did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the
Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. You are
the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.
When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at
Stephen. But fi#d with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. OLook,O he said, Ol see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!O But they
covered their ears, and witload shout all rushed together against him. Then
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid th¢
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, h
prayed, OLord Jesus, receive my &pirithen he knelt down and cried out in a

loud voice, OLord, do not hold this sin against them.O When he had said this, he
died. And Saul approved of their killing hinThat day a severe persecution began
against the church in Jerusalem, and all exveptpostles were scattered
throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria.

Luke 22:52-62 - Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple
police, and the elders who had come for him, OHave you come out with swords an
clubs as if | wera bandit? When | was with you day after day in the temple, you dic
not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!O

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priestOs hous:
But Peter was following adlistance. When they had kindled a fire in the middle of
the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then agigrvant
seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, OThis man also was with him.O
But he denied it, saying, OWon1a1h) not know him,O A little later someone else,
on seeing him, sald OYou also are one of them.O But Peter said, OMan, | am not!
Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, OSurely this man also was wit
him; for he is a Galilean.O But Pesaid, OMan, | do not know what you are
talkmg about!O At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The
Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord,
how he had said to him, OBefore the cock crows tmdayill yleny me three
times.O And he went out and wept bitterly.

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop
He is the Lord our God, and we are the people of his pasture

The words we have sung contain our declaration that we are GodOs flock: For he i
the Lord our God who made us. He is our God, and we are the people of his
pasture and the sheep of his hands. Human shepherds did not make the sheep the
own; they did not create the sheep they pasture. Our Lord God, however, because
he is God and Creator, mafte himself the sheep which he has and pastures. No
one elze created the sheep he pastures, nor does anyone else pasture the sheep |
created.

In this song we have declared that we are his flock, the people of his pasture, and
sheep of his hands. Let listen therefore to the words he addresses to us as his
sheep. Earlier he addressed the shepherds, but now he speaks to the sheep. We
listened to those earlier words of his an®the shepherddtrembled, but you

listened without a qualm.

What is tdhhappen when we hear these words today? Are we in turn to be without a
qualm while you tremble? By no means! We are shepherds, and the shepherd liste
and trembles not only at what is said to the shepherds but also at what is said to tr
sheep. If he dodisten without a qualm to what is said to his sheep, he is not
concerned for them. And further, on that occasion we asked you in your charity to
remember two points about us: first, that we are Christians, and second, that we ai
placed in charge. Becauwseare placed in charge, we are ranked among the
shepherds, if we are good; but because we are Christians, we too are members of
flock with you. Therefore, whether the Lord is addressing the shepherds or the
sheep, W(cej must listen to all his words esrdlile; our hearts must always remain
concerned.

And so, my brothers, let us listen to the words with which the Lord upbraids the
wicked sheep and to the promises he makes to his own flock. You are my sheep,
says. Even in the midst of this life of teeus tribulations, what happiness, what

great joy it is to realise that we are GodOs flock! To him were spoken the words: Y
are the shepherd of Israel. Of him it was said: The guardian of Israel will not
slumber, nor will he sleep. He keeps watch owehes we are awake; he keeps
watch over us when we sleep. A flock belonging to a man feels secure in the care
its human shepherd; how much safer should we feel when our shepherd is God. N



only does he lead us to pasture, but he even created us.

You ae my sheep, says the Lord God. See, | judge between one sheep and anoth¢
and between rams and goats. What are goats doing here in the flock of God? In th
same pastures, at the same springs, Bibatsgh destined for the ldmingle

with those on theight. They are tolerated now, but will be separated later. In this
way the patience of the flock develops and becomes like GodOs own patience. Fo
is he who will do the separating, placing some on the left and others on the right.

TUESDAY [120], 121,122,123 ! 124, 125, 126, [127]

1 Samuel 11:15- About a month later, Nahash the Ammonite went up and
besieged Jabegiiead; and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, OMake a treaty
with us, and we will serve you.O But Nahash the Ammonite said ©Oahethis
condition | will make a treaty with you, namely that | gouge out everyoneOs right e
and thus put disgrace upon all Israel.O The elders of Jabesh said to him, OGive u
seven daysO respite that we may send messengers through all théltimebry o]
Then, if there is no one to save us, we will give ourselves up to you.O When the
messengers came to Gibeah of Saul, they reported the matter in the hearing of the
people; and all the people wept aloud.

Now Saul was coming from the field betilve oxen; and Saul said, OWhat is the
matter with the people, that they are weeping?0 So they told him the message froi
the inhabitants of Jabesh. And the spirit of God came upon Saul in power when he
heard these words, and his anger was greatly kihtietbok a yoke of oxen, and
cut them in pieces and sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by
messengers, saying, OWhoever does not come out after Saul and Samuel, so sha
be done to his oxen!O Then the dread of the LORD fell upon the paugpthey
came out as one. When he mustered them at Bezek, those from Israel were three
hundred thousand, and those from Judah seventy thousand. They said to the
messengers who had come, OThus shall you say to the inhabitantsgifedabesh
OTomorrw, by the time the sun is hot, you shall have deliverance.OO When the
messengers came and told the inhabitants of Jabesh, they rejoiced. So the
inhabitants of Jabesh said, OTomorrow we will give ourselves up to you, and you
may do to us whatever seemsd gmgou.O The next day Saul put the people in
three companies. At the morning watch they came into the camp and cut down the
Ammonites until the heat of the day; and those who survived were scattered, so th
no two of them were left together.

The pegle said to Samuel, OWho is it that said, OShall Saul reign over us?0 Givt
them to us so that we may put them to death.O But Saul said, ONo one shall be p
to death this day, for today the LORD has brought deliverance to Israel.O

Samuel said to thequde, OCome, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the
kingship.O So all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before
the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed offerings of lhg before the
LORD, and there Saul and all the Israeligggiced greatly.

Numbers 22:2138 - So Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey, and
went with the officials of Moab.

GodOs anger was kindled because he was going, and the angel of the LORD too
stand in the road as his adversary. Nowalseriding on the donkey, and his two
servants were with him. The donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the
road, with a drawn sword in his hand; so the donkey turned off the road, and went
into the field; and Balaam struck the donkey, to turncik loato the road. Then
the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall o
either side. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, it scraped against the w
and scraped BalaamOs foot against the wall; so he struckihegéire angel of
the LORD went ahead, and stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to tu
either to the right or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, it lay
down under Balaam; and BalaamOs anger was kindled, and he stongkyheith

his staff. Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and it said to Balaam,
OWhat have | done to you, that you have struck me these three times?0 Balaam ¢
to the donkey, OBecause you have made a fool of me! | wish | had a sword in my
hard! | would kill you right now!O But the donkey said to Balaam, OAm | not your
donkey, which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have | been in the habit of
treating you this way?0 And he said, ONo.O

Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, asavihéhe angel of the LORD
standing in the road, with his drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed down, falling
on his face. The angel of the LORD said to him, OWhy have you struck your donke
these three times? | have come out as an adversary, becauayg igquerverse
before me. The donkey saw me, and turned away from me these three times. If it
had not turned away from me, surely just now | would have killed you and let it
live.O Then Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, Ol have sinned, for | did not
know that you were standing in the road to oppose me. Now therefore, if it is
displeasing to you, | will return home.O The angel of the LORD said to Balaam,
OGo with the men; but speak only what | tell you to speak.O So Balaam went on w
the officials oBaIak

When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he went out to meet -himatt,lon
the boundary formed by the Arnon, at the farthest point of the boundary. Balak saic
to Balaam, ODid | not send to summon you? Why did you not come to me? Am |
not ableto honor you?0 Balaam said to Balak, Oi have come to you now, but do |
have power to say just anything? The word God puts in my mouth, that is what |
must say.O

Acts 8:113- And Saul approved of their killing hiniThat day a severe

persecution begagainst the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were
scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. Devout men buried
Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church |
entering house after house; dyam off both men and women, he committed them

to prison.

Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word.
Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The
crowds with one accord listened dgde what was said by Philip, hearing and
seeing the signs that he did, for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out
of many who were possessed; and many others who were paralyzed or lame were
cured. So there was great joy in that city.

Now a certain man named Simon had previously practiced magic in the city and
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he was someone great. All of them, frc
the least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, saying, OThis man is the power o
God that iscalled Great.O And they listened eagerly to him because for a long time
he had amazed them with his magic. But when they believed Philip, who was
proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, botlemand women. Even Simon himself believed.
After being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed when he se
