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Year One 

Proper 26       Week of the Sunday closest to November 2 
 

Sunday 24, 29        !       8, 84 
  

Neh. 5:1-19 -   Now there was a great outcry of the people and of their wives against 
their Jewish kin. For there were those who said, “With our sons and our daughters, 
we are many; we must get grain, so that we may eat and stay alive.” There were also 
those who said, “We are having to pledge our fields, our vineyards, and our houses 
in order to get grain during the famine.” And there were those who said, “We are 
having to borrow money on our fields and vineyards to pay the king’s tax. Now our 
flesh is the same as that of our kindred; our children are the same as their children; 
and yet we are forcing our sons and daughters to be slaves, and some of our 
daughters have been ravished; we are powerless, and our fields and vineyards now 
belong to others.”  
  I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints. After thinking it 
over, I brought charges against the nobles and the officials; I said to them, “You are 
all taking interest from your own people.” And I called a great assembly to deal with 
them, and said to them, “As far as we were able, we have bought back our Jewish 
kindred who had been sold to other nations; but now you are selling your own kin, 
who must then be bought back by us!” They were silent, and could not find a word 
to say. So I said, “The thing that you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in 
the fear of our God, to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? Moreover I 
and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us stop 
this taking of interest. Restore to them, this very day, their fields, their vineyards, 
their olive orchards, and their houses, and the interest on money, grain, wine, and 
oil that you have been exacting from them.” Then they said, “We will restore 
everything and demand nothing more from them. We will do as you say.” And I 
called the priests, and made them take an oath to do as they had promised. I also 
shook out the fold of my garment and said, “So may God shake out everyone from 
house and from property who does not perform this promise. Thus may they be 
shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the 
LORD. And the people did as they had promised.  

  Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of 
Judah, from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes, twelve 
years, neither I nor my brothers ate the food allowance of the governor. The former 
governors who were before me laid heavy burdens on the people, and took food and 
wine from them, besides forty shekels of silver. Even their servants lorded it over 
the people. But I did not do so, because of the fear of God. Indeed, I devoted 
myself to the work on this wall, and acquired no land; and all my servants were 
gathered there for the work. Moreover there were at my table one hundred fifty 
people, Jews and officials, beside those who came to us from the nations around us. 
Now that which was prepared for one day was one ox and six choice sheep; also 
fowls were prepared for me, and every ten days skins of wine in abundance; yet with 
all this I did not demand the food allowance of the governor, because of the heavy 
burden of labor on the people. Remember for my good, O my God, all that I have 
done for this people.         
  

Sirach 36:1-17 -  Have mercy upon us, O God of all,  
 and put all the nations in fear of you.  
 Lift up your hand against foreign nations and let them see your might.  
 As you have used us to show your holiness to them, so use them to show your glory 
to us.  

 Then they will know, as we have known, that there is no God but you, O Lord.  
 Give new signs, and work other wonders;  
 make your hand and right arm glorious.  
 Rouse your anger and pour out your wrath;  
 destroy the adversary and wipe out the enemy.  



 Hasten the day, and remember the appointed time, and let people recount your 
mighty deeds.  
 Let survivors be consumed in the fiery wrath, and may those who harm your people 
meet destruction.  

 Crush the heads of hostile rulers who say, “There is no one but ourselves.”  
 Gather all the tribes of Jacob,  
 and give them their inheritance, as at the beginning.  
 Have mercy, O Lord, on the people called by your name, on Israel, whom you have 
named your firstborn,      
 

Acts 20:7-12 -   On the first day of the week, when we met to break bread, Paul was 
holding a discussion with them; since he intended to leave the next day, he 
continued speaking until midnight.  There were many lamps in the room upstairs 
where we were meeting.  A young man named Eutychus, who was sitting in the 
window, began to sink off into a deep sleep while Paul talked still longer. Overcome 
by sleep, he fell to the ground three floors below and was picked up dead.  But Paul 
went down, and bending over him took him in his arms, and said, “Do not be 
alarmed, for his life is in him.”  Then Paul went upstairs, and after he had broken 
bread and eaten, he continued to converse with them until dawn; then he left.  
Meanwhile they had taken the boy away alive and were not a little comforted.           
 

Luke 12:22-31 -   He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear.  For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothing.  Consider the ravens: they neither sow 
nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 
much more value are you than the birds!  And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life?  If then you are not able to do so small a thing as 
that, why do you worry about the rest?  Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed 
like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of 
little faith!  And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to 
drink, and do not keep worrying.  For it is the nations of the world that strive after 
all these things, and your Father knows that you need them.  Instead, strive for his 
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 
 

From the Second Vatican Council's pastoral constitution "Gaudium et spes" on 
the Church in the modern world 

The promotion of peace 

Peace is not the mere absence of war or the simple maintenance of a balance of 
power between forces, nor can it be imposed at the dictate of absolute power. It is 
called, rightly and properly, a work of justice. It is the product of order, the order 
implanted in human society by its divine founder, to be realised in practice as men 
hunger and thirst for ever more perfect justice.  

The common good of the human race is subject to the eternal law as its primary 
principle, but its requirements in practice keep changing with the passage of time. 
The result is that peace is never established finally and for ever; the building up of 
peace has to go on all the time. Again, the human will is weak and wounded by sin; 
the search for peace therefore demands from each individual constant control of the 
passions, and from legitimate authority untiring vigilance.  

Even this is not enough. Peace here on earth cannot be maintained unless the good 
of the human person is safeguarded, and men are willing to trust each other and 
share their riches of spirit and talent. If peace is to be established it is absolutely 
necessary to have a firm determination to respect other persons and peoples and 
their dignity, and to be zealous in the practice of brotherhood. Peace is therefore 
the fruit also of love; love goes beyond what justice can achieve. Peace on earth, 

born of love for one’s neighbour, is the sign and the effect of the peace of Christ 
that flows from God the Father. In his own person the incarnate Son, the Prince of 
Peace, reconciled all men to God through his death on the cross. In his human 
nature he destroyed hatred and restored unity to all mankind in one people and one 
body. Raised on high by the resurrection, he sent the Spirit of love into the hearts 
of men.  

All Christians are thus urgently summoned to live the truth in love, and to join all 
true peacemakers in prayer and work for peace. Moved by the same spirit, we cannot 
but praise those who renounce violence in defence of rights, and have recourse to 
means of defence otherwise available to the less powerful as well, provided that this 
can be done without injury to the rights and obligations of others or of the 
community. 

 

Monday 56, 57, [58]        !       64, 65 
  

Neh. 6:1-19 -   Now when it was reported to Sanballat and Tobiah and to Geshem 
the Arab and to the rest of our enemies that I had built the wall and that there was 
no gap left in it (though up to that time I had not set up the doors in the gates), 
Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and let us meet together in one of 
the villages in the plain of Ono.” But they intended to do me harm. So I sent 
messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why 
should the work stop while I leave it to come down to you?” They sent to me four 
times in this way, and I answered them in the same manner. In the same way 
Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open letter in his hand. In 
it was written, “It is reported among the nations-and Geshem also says it-that you 
and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall; and according to 
this report you wish to become their king. You have also set up prophets to 
proclaim in Jerusalem concerning you, ‘There is a king in Judah!’ And now it will 
be reported to the king according to these words. So come, therefore, and let us 
confer together.” Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say have been 
done; you are inventing them out of your own mind” -for they all wanted to 
frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, and it will not be 
done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands.  

  One day when I went into the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah son of Mehetabel, 
who was confined to his house, he said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to 
kill you; indeed, tonight they are coming to kill you.” But I said, “Should a man like 
me run away? Would a man like me go into the temple to save his life? I will not go 
in!” Then I perceived and saw that God had not sent him at all, but he had 
pronounced the prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 
He was hired for this purpose, to intimidate me and make me sin by acting in this 
way, and so they could give me a bad name, in order to taunt me. Remember 
Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that they did, and also 
the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who wanted to make me afraid.  
  So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two 
days. And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid 
and fell greatly in their own esteem; for they perceived that this work had been 
accomplished with the help of our God. Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah 
sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah’s letters came to them. For many in Judah 
were bound by oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah son of 
Arah: and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter of Meshullam son of 
Berechiah. Also they spoke of his good deeds in my presence, and reported my 
words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to intimidate me. 
 



Sirach 38:24-34 -  The wisdom of the scribe depends on the opportunity of 
leisure; only the one who has little business can become wise.  

 How can one become wise who handles the plow, and who glories in the shaft of a 
goad, who drives oxen and is occupied with their work, and whose talk is about 
bulls?  

 He sets his heart on plowing furrows, and he is careful about fodder for the 
heifers.  

 So it is with every artisan and master artisan who labors by night as well as by day; 
those who cut the signets of seals, each is diligent in making a great variety; they set 
their heart on painting a lifelike image, and they are careful to finish their work.  
 So it is with the smith, sitting by the anvil, intent on his iron-work; the breath of 
the fire melts his flesh, and he struggles with the heat of the furnace; the sound of 
the hammer deafens his ears, and his eyes are on the pattern of the object. He sets 
his heart on finishing his handiwork, and he is careful to complete its decoration.  
 So it is with the potter sitting at his work and turning the wheel with his feet; he is 
always deeply concerned over his products, and he produces them in quantity.  
 He molds the clay with his arm and makes it pliable with his feet; he sets his heart 
to finish the glazing, and he takes care in firing the kiln.  
 All these rely on their hands, and all are skillful in their own work.  
 Without them no city can be inhabited, and wherever they live, they will not go 
hungry. Yet they are not sought out for the council of the people,  
 nor do they attain eminence in the public assembly. They do not sit in the judge’s 
seat, nor do they understand the decisions of the courts; they cannot expound 
discipline or judgment, and they are not found among the rulers.  
 But they maintain the fabric of the world, and their concern is for the exercise of 
their trade. How different the one who devotes himself to the study of the law of the 
Most High!          
 

Rev. 10:1-11 -   And I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, 
wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over his head; his face was like the sun, and his 
legs like pillars of fire.  He held a little scroll open in his hand. Setting his right 
foot on the sea and his left foot on the land,  he gave a great shout, like a lion 
roaring. And when he shouted, the seven thunders sounded.  And when the seven 
thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, 
“Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.”  Then the 
angel whom I saw standing on the sea and the land  raised his right hand to heaven 

  and swore by him who lives forever and ever,  who created heaven and what is in it, 
the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it: “There will be no more 
delay,  but in the days when the seventh angel is to blow his trumpet, the mystery of 
God will be fulfilled, as he announced to his servants the prophets.”  

  Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take 
the scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the 
land.”  So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll; and he said to 
me, “Take it, and eat; it will be bitter to your stomach, but sweet as honey in your 
mouth.”  So I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it; it was sweet 
as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.  
  Then they said to me, “You must prophesy again about many peoples and nations 
and languages and kings.” 
 

Matt. 13:36-43 -   Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field.”  He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;  the field 
is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 
children of the evil one,  and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.  Just as the weeds are collected and 
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,  
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 

From the Second Vatican Council's pastoral constitution "Gaudium et spes" on 
the Church in the modern world 

We must re-educate our minds towards peace 

Men must not be content simply to support the efforts of others in the work for 
peace; they must also scrutinise their own attitudes. Statesmen, responsible as they 
are for the common good of their own nation and at the same time for the well-
being of the whole world, are very much dependent on the opinions and 
convictions of the general public. Their efforts to secure peace are of no avail as 
long as men are divided or set against each other by feelings of hostility, contempt 
and distrust, by racial hatred or by inflexible ideologies. There is then a very great 
and urgent need to re-educate men and to provide fresh inspiration in the field of 
public opinion.  

Those engaged in education, especially among young people, and those who 
influence public opinion, should consider it a very serious responsibility to work 
for the re-education of mankind to a new attitude toward peace. We must all 
undergo a change of heart. We must look out on the whole world and see the tasks 
that we can all do together to promote the well-being of the family of man. We must 
not be misled by a false sense of hope. Unless antagonism and hatred are 
abandoned, unless binding and honest agreements are concluded, safeguarding 
universal peace in the future, mankind, already in grave peril, may well face in spite 
of its marvellous advance in knowledge that day of disaster when it knows no other 
peace than the awful peace of death.  

In saying this, however, the Church of Christ, living as it does in the midst of these 
anxious times, continues unwaveringly in hope. Time and again, in season and out 
of season, it seeks to proclaim to our age the message of the Apostle: Now is the 
hour of God’s favour, the hour for a change of heart; now is the day of salvation.  

To build peace, the causes of human discord which feed the fires of war must first 
be eliminated, and among these especially the violations of justice. Many of these 
causes are due to gross economic inequality and delay in providing necessary 
remedies. Others arise from a spirit of domination and from a contempt for others, 
and, among more fundamental causes, from human envy, distrust, pride and other 
forms of selfishness. Since man cannot bear so many violations of due order, the 
result is that, even where war does not rage, the world is constantly plagued by 
human conflict and acts of violence.  

The same evils are also found in relations between nations. It is therefore absolutely 
necessary that international institutions should co-operate more effectively, more 
resolutely and with greater coordination of effort, in order to overcome or prevent 
these evils, and to check unbridled acts of violence. There must also be constant 
encouragement for the creation of organisations designed to promote peace. 

 

Tuesday 61, 62        !       68:1-20(21-23)24-36 
  

Neh. 12:27-31a,42b-47 -   Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they 
sought out the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
dedication with rejoicing, with thanksgivings and with singing, with cymbals, harps, 
and lyres. The companies of the singers gathered together from the circuit around 
Jerusalem and from the villages of the Netophathites; also from Beth-gilgal and 
from the region of Geba and Azmaveth; for the singers had built for themselves 
villages around Jerusalem. And the priests and the Levites purified themselves; and 
they purified the people and the gates and the wall.  



  Then I brought the leaders of Judah up onto the wall, and appointed two great 
companies that gave thanks and went in procession. One went to the right on the 
wall to the Dung Gate;  
and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. 
And the singers sang with Jezrahiah as their leader. They offered great sacrifices that 
day and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and 
children also rejoiced. The joy of Jerusalem was heard far away.  
  On that day men were appointed over the chambers for the stores, the 
contributions, the first fruits, and the tithes, to gather into them the portions 
required by the law for the priests and for the Levites from the fields belonging to 
the towns; for Judah rejoiced over the priests and the Levites who ministered. They 
performed the service of their God and the service of purification, as did the 
singers and the gatekeepers, according to the command of David and his son 
Solomon. For in the days of David and Asaph long ago there was a leader of the 
singers, and there were songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. In the days of 
Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the daily portions for the 
singers and the gatekeepers. They set apart that which was for the Levites; and the 
Levites set apart that which was for the descendants of Aaron. 
 

Sirach 43:1-22 -   The pride of the higher realms is the clear vault of the sky, as 
glorious to behold as the sight of the heavens.  
 The sun, when it appears, proclaims as it rises what a marvelous instrument it is, 
the work of the Most High.  

 At noon it parches the land, and who can withstand its burning heat?  

 A man tending a furnace works in burning heat, but three times as hot is the sun 
scorching the mountains; it breathes out fiery vapors, and its bright rays blind the 
eyes.  
 Great is the Lord who made it; at his orders it hurries on its course.  

 It is the moon that marks the changing seasons, governing the times, their 
everlasting sign.  
 From the moon comes the sign for festal days, a light that wanes when it completes 
its course.  

 The new moon, as its name suggests, renews itself; how marvelous it is in this 
change, a beacon to the hosts on high, shining in the vault of the heavens!  
 The glory of the stars is the beauty of heaven, a glittering array in the heights of the 
Lord.  

 On the orders of the Holy One they stand in their appointed places; they never 
relax in their watches.  
 Look at the rainbow, and praise him who made it; it is exceedingly beautiful in its 
brightness.  

 It encircles the sky with its glorious arc; the hands of the Most High have stretched 
it out.  

 By his command he sends the driving snow and speeds the lightnings of his 
judgment.  

 Therefore the storehouses are opened, and the clouds fly out like birds.  
 In his majesty he gives the clouds their strength, and the hailstones are broken in 
pieces. [17a] The voice of his thunder rebukes the earth;  
when he appears, the mountains shake. At his will the south wind blows;  

 [17b] so do the storm from the north and the whirlwind. He scatters the snow like 
birds flying down, and its descent is like locusts alighting.  

 The eye is dazzled by the beauty of its whiteness, and the mind is amazed as it falls.  
 He pours frost over the earth like salt, and icicles form like pointed thorns.  
 The cold north wind blows, and ice freezes on the water; it settles on every pool of 
water, and the water puts it on like a breastplate.  
 He consumes the mountains and burns up the wilderness, and withers the tender 
grass like fire.  
 A mist quickly heals all things; the falling dew gives refreshment from the heat. 
 

Rev. 11:1-19 -   Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Come 
and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there,  but do 
not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the 
nations, and they will trample over the holy city for forty-two months.  And I will 
grant my two witnesses authority to prophesy for one thousand two hundred sixty 
days, wearing sackcloth.”  
  These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of 
the earth.  And if anyone wants to harm them, fire pours from their mouth and 
consumes their foes; anyone who wants to harm them must be killed in this 
manner.  They have authority to shut the sky, so that no rain may fall during the 
days of their prophesying, and they have authority over the waters to turn them into 
blood, and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire.  
  When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the 
bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them,  and their 
dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that is prophetically called Sodom 
and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  For three and a half days members 
of the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies 
and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb;  and the inhabitants of the earth will 
gloat over them and celebrate and exchange presents, because these two prophets 
had been a torment to the inhabitants of the earth.  
  But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God entered them, and 
they stood on their feet, and those who saw them were terrified.  Then they heard a 
loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to 
heaven in a cloud while their enemies watched them.  At that moment there was a 
great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in 
the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.  
   The second woe has passed. The third woe is coming very soon.  
 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying,  “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord   and of 
his Messiah,  and he will reign forever and ever.”  
   Then the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their 
faces and worshiped God,  singing,  “We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty,   who 
are and who were,  for you have taken your great power   and begun to reign.  
 The nations raged,   but your wrath has come,   and the time for judging the dead,  
for rewarding your servants, the prophets   and saints and all who fear your name,   
both small and great,  and for destroying those who destroy the earth.”  
  Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen 
within his temple; and there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, 
an earthquake, and heavy hail. 
 

Matt. 13:44-52 -   “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field.  

  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;  on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  

  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind;  when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad.  So it will be at the end of the age. The angels 
will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the 
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
  “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.”  And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 



From the Second Vatican Council's pastoral constitution "Gaudium et spes" on 
the Church in the modern world 

The duty of Christians to build peace 

Christians should co-operate, willingly and wholeheartedly, in building an 
international order based on genuine respect for legitimate freedom and on a 
brotherhood of universal friendship. This is all the more urgent because the greater 
part of the world still experiences such poverty that in the voices of the poor Christ 
himself can be heard, crying out for charity from his followers. There are nations, 
many of them with a Christian majority, which enjoy an abundance of goods, while 
others are deprived of the necessities of life, and suffer from hunger, disease and all 
kinds of afflictions. This scandal must be removed from among men, for the glory 
of Christ’s Church and its testimony to the world are the spirit of poverty and the 
spirit of love.  

Christians, especially young Christians, deserve praise and support when they offer 
themselves voluntarily in the service of other people and other nations. Indeed, it is 
the duty of all God’s people, with bishops giving a lead by word and example, to do 
all in their power to relieve the sufferings of our times, following the age-old 
custom of the Church in giving not only what they can spare but also what they need 
for themselves.  

Without being uniform or inflexible, a method of collecting and distributing 
contributions should be established in each diocese and nation and on a world-wide 
level. Wherever it seems appropriate, there should be joint action between 
Catholics and other Christians. The spirit of charity, far from forbidding prudence 
and orderliness in social and charitable action, in fact demands them. Those 
intending to serve the developing countries must therefore undergo appropriate 
and systematic training.  

In order to foster and encourage cooperation among men, the Church must be 
present and active in the community of nations. It must work through its own 
public organisations with the full and sincere cooperation of all Christians in their 
one desire to serve all mankind.  

This end will be more effectively achieved if the faithful are themselves conscious of 
their human and Christian responsibilities and seek to awaken among those in their 
own walk of life a readiness to co-operate with the international community. 
Special care should be taken to give this kind of formation to young people in their 
religious and secular education.  

Finally, it is to be hoped that, in carrying out their responsibilities in the 
international community, Catholics will seek to co-operate actively and 
constructively with other Christians, who profess the same Gospel of love, and with 
all men who hunger and thirst for true peace. 

 

Wednesday  72        !       119:73-96 
 

Neh. 13:4-22 -   Now before this, the priest Eliashib, who was appointed over the 
chambers of the house of our God, and who was related to Tobiah, prepared for 
Tobiah a large room where they had previously put the grain offering, the 
frankincense, the vessels, and the tithes of grain, wine, and oil, which were given by 
commandment to the Levites, singers, and gatekeepers, and the contributions for 
the priests. While this was taking place I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-
second year of King Artaxerxes of Babylon I went to the king. After some time I 
asked leave of the king and returned to Jerusalem. I then discovered the wrong that 
Eliashib had done on behalf of Tobiah, preparing a room for him in the courts of 
the house of God. And I was very angry, and I threw all the household furniture of 
Tobiah out of the room. Then I gave orders and they cleansed the chambers, and I 

brought back the vessels of the house of God, with the grain offering and the 
frankincense.  
  I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been given to them; so 
that the Levites and the singers, who had conducted the service, had gone back to 
their fields. So I remonstrated with the officials and said, “Why is the house of God 
forsaken?” And I gathered them together and set them in their stations. Then all 
Judah brought the tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses. And I 
appointed as treasurers over the storehouses the priest Shelemiah, the scribe Zadok, 
and Pedaiah of the Levites, and as their assistant Hanan son of Zaccur son of 
Mattaniah, for they were considered faithful; and their duty was to distribute to 
their associates. Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out 
my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God and for his service.  
  In those days I saw in Judah people treading wine presses on the sabbath, and 
bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on donkeys; and also wine, grapes, 
figs, and all kinds of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath 
day; and I warned them at that time against selling food. Tyrians also, who lived in 
the city, brought in fish and all kinds of merchandise and sold them on the sabbath 
to the people of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I remonstrated with the nobles of 
Judah and said to them, “What is this evil thing that you are doing, profaning the 
sabbath day? Did not your ancestors act in this way, and did not our God bring all 
this disaster on us and on this city? Yet you bring more wrath on Israel by 
profaning the sabbath.”  
  When it began to be dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the sabbath, I 
commanded that the doors should be shut and gave orders that they should not be 
opened until after the sabbath. And I set some of my servants over the gates, to 
prevent any burden from being brought in on the sabbath day. Then the merchants 
and sellers of all kinds of merchandise spent the night outside Jerusalem once or 
twice. But I warned them and said to them, “Why do you spend the night in front of 
the wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on you.” From that time on they did 
not come on the sabbath. And I commanded the Levites that they should purify 
themselves and come and guard the gates, to keep the sabbath day holy. Remember 
this also in my favor, O my God, and spare me according to the greatness of your 
steadfast love. 
 

Sirach 43:23-33 -  By his plan he stilled the deep and planted islands in it.  

 Those who sail the sea tell of its dangers, and we marvel at what we hear.  
 In it are strange and marvelous creatures, all kinds of living things, and huge sea-
monsters.  

 Because of him each of his messengers succeeds, and by his word all things hold 
together.  
 We could say more but could never say enough; let the final word be: “He is the 
all.”  
 Where can we find the strength to praise him? For he is greater than all his works.  
 Awesome is the Lord and very great, and marvelous is his power.  
 Glorify the Lord and exalt him as much as you can, for he surpasses even that. 
When you exalt him, summon all your strength, and do not grow weary, for you 
cannot praise him enough.  
 Who has seen him and can describe him? Or who can extol him as he is?  
 Many things greater than these lie hidden, for I have seen but few of his works.  
 For the Lord has made all things, and to the godly he has given wisdom. 
 

Rev. 12:1-12 -   A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.  She was 
pregnant and was crying out in birthpangs, in the agony of giving birth.  Then 
another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten 
horns, and seven diadems on his heads.  His tail swept down a third of the stars of 
heaven and threw them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who 
was about to bear a child, so that he might devour her child as soon as it was born.  



And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron. But her child was snatched away and taken to God and to his throne;  and the 
woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, so that 
there she can be nourished for one thousand two hundred sixty days.  
   And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. 
The dragon and his angels fought back,  but they were defeated, and there was no 
longer any place for them in heaven.  The great dragon was thrown down, that 
ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—
he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  

 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,  “Now have come the salvation 
and the power   and the kingdom of our God   and the authority of his Messiah,  for 
the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down,   who accuses them day and 
night before our God.  
 But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb   and by the word of their 
testimony,  for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.  
 Rejoice then, you heavens   and those who dwell in them!  But woe to the earth and 
the sea,   for the devil has come down to you  with great wrath,   because he knows 
that his time is short!” 
 

Matt. 13:53-58 - When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place.  
  He came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so 
that they were astounded and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these 
deeds of power?  Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? 
And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  And are not all 
his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?”  And they took offense at 
him. But Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor except in their own 
country and in their own house.”  And he did not do many deeds of power there, 
because of their unbelief. 
 

A catechetical instruction by Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop 

The power of faith transcends man's strength 

The one word “faith” can have two meanings. One kind of faith concerns doctrines. 
It involves the soul’s assent to and acceptance of some particular matter. It also 
concerns the soul’s good according to the words of the Lord: Whoever hears my 
voice and believes in him who sent me has eternal life, and will not come to be 
judged. And again: He who believes in the Son is not condemned, but has passed 
from death to life.  

How great is God’s love for men! Some good men have been found pleasing to God 
because of years of work. What they achieved by working for many hours at a task 
pleasing to God is freely given to you by Jesus in one short hour. For if you believe 
that Jesus Christ is Lord and that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved 
and taken up to paradise by him, just as he brought the thief there. Do not doubt 
that this is possible. After all, he saved the thief on the holy hill of Golgotha because 
of one hour’s faith; will he not save you too since you have believed?  

The other kind of faith is given by Christ by means of a special grace. To one wise 
sayings are given through the Spirit, to another perceptive comments by the same 
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing. Now this kind 
of faith, given by the Spirit as a special favour, is not confined to doctrinal matters, 
for it produces effects beyond any human capability. If a man who has this faith says 
to this mountain move from here to there, it will move. For when anybody says this 
in faith, believing it will happen and having no doubt in his heart, he then receives 
that grace.  

It is of this kind of faith, moreover, that it is said: If you have faith like a grain of 
mustard seed. The mustard seed is small in size but it holds an explosive force; 
although it is sown in a small hole, it produces great branches, and when it is grown 

birds can nest there. In the same way faith produces great effects in the soul 
instantaneously. Enlightened by faith, the soul pictures God and sees him as clearly 
as any soul can. It circles the earth; even before the end of this world it sees the 
judgement and the conferring of promised rewards. So may you have the faith 
which depends on you and is directed to God, that you may receive from him that 
faith too which transcends man’s capacity. 

 

Thursday   [70], 71        !       74 
 

Ezra 7:1-26 -   After this, in the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia, Ezra son of 
Seraiah, son of Azariah, son of Hilkiah, son of Shallum, son of Zadok, son of 
Ahitub, son of Amariah, son of Azariah, son of Meraioth, son of Zerahiah, son of 
Uzzi, son of Bukki, son of Abishua, son of Phinehas, son of Eleazar, son of the 
chief priest Aaron- this Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the 
law of Moses that the LORD the God of Israel had given; and the king granted him 
all that he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was upon him.  

  Some of the people of Israel, and some of the priests and Levites, the singers and 
gatekeepers, and the temple servants also went up to Jerusalem, in the seventh year 
of King Artaxerxes. They came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the 
seventh year of the king. On the first day of the first month the journey up from 
Babylon was begun, and on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, 
for the gracious hand of his God was upon him. For Ezra had set his heart to study 
the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach the statutes and ordinances in 
Israel.  

  This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to the priest Ezra, the scribe, 
a scholar of the text of the commandments of the LORD and his statutes for Israel: 
“Artaxerxes, king of kings, to the priest Ezra, the scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven: Peace. And now I decree that any of the people of Israel or their priests or 
Levites in my kingdom who freely offers to go to Jerusalem may go with you. For 
you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to make inquiries about Judah and 
Jerusalem according to the law of your God, which is in your hand, and also to 
convey the silver and gold that the king and his counselors have freely offered to the 
God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, with all the silver and gold that you 
shall find in the whole province of Babylonia, and with the freewill offerings of the 
people and the priests, given willingly for the house of their God in Jerusalem. With 
this money, then, you shall with all diligence buy bulls, rams, and lambs, and their 
grain offerings and their drink offerings, and you shall offer them on the altar of 
the house of your God in Jerusalem. Whatever seems good to you and your 
colleagues to do with the rest of the silver and gold, you may do, according to the 
will of your God. The vessels that have been given you for the service of the house of 
your God, you shall deliver before the God of Jerusalem. And whatever else is 
required for the house of your God, which you are responsible for providing, you 
may provide out of the king’s treasury.  
  “I, King Artaxerxes, decree to all the treasurers in the province Beyond the River: 
Whatever the priest Ezra, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, requires of 
you, let it be done with all diligence, up to one hundred talents of silver, one 
hundred cors of wheat, one hundred baths of wine, one hundred baths of oil, and 
unlimited salt. Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be done with 
zeal for the house of the God of heaven, or wrath will come upon the realm of the 
king and his heirs. We also notify you that it shall not be lawful to impose tribute, 
custom, or toll on any of the priests, the Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers, the 
temple servants, or other servants of this house of God.  
  “And you, Ezra, according to the God-given wisdom you possess, appoint 
magistrates and judges who may judge all the people in the province Beyond the 
River who know the laws of your God; and you shall teach those who do not know 
them. All who will not obey the law of your God and the law of the king, let 



judgment be strictly executed on them, whether for death or for banishment or for 
confiscation of their goods or for imprisonment.” 
 

Sirach 44:1-15 -         Let us now sing the praises of famous men, our ancestors in 
their generations.  
 The Lord apportioned to them great glory, his majesty from the beginning.  
 There were those who ruled in their kingdoms, and made a name for themselves by 
their valor; those who gave counsel because they were intelligent; those who spoke 
in prophetic oracles;  
 those who led the people by their counsels and by their knowledge of the people’s 
lore; they were wise in their words of instruction;  

 those who composed musical tunes, or put verses in writing;  

 rich men endowed with resources, living peacefully in their homes—  

 all these were honored in their generations, and were the pride of their times.  

 Some of them have left behind a name, so that others declare their praise.  
 But of others there is no memory; they have perished as though they had never 
existed; they have become as though they had never been born, they and their 
children after them.  
 But these also were godly men, whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten;  
 their wealth will remain with their descendants, and their inheritance with their 
children’s children.  
 Their descendants stand by the covenants; their children also, for their sake.  
 Their offspring will continue forever, and their glory will never be blotted out.  
 Their bodies are buried in peace, but their name lives on generation after 
generation.  
 The assembly declares their wisdom, and the congregation proclaims their praise. 
 

Rev. 14:1-13 -   Then I looked, and there was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion! 
And with him were one hundred forty-four thousand who had his name and his 
Father’s name written on their foreheads.  And I heard a voice from heaven like the 
sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder; the voice I heard was like 
the sound of harpists playing on their harps,  and they sing a new song before the 
throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could 
learn that song except the one hundred forty-four thousand who have been 
redeemed from the earth.  It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, 
for they are virgins; these follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They have been 
redeemed from humankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb,  and in their 
mouth no lie was found; they are blameless.  
  Then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to proclaim 
to those who live on the earth—to every nation and tribe and language and people.  
He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, for the hour of his judgment 
has come; and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 
water.”  
  Then another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great! She has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”  
  Then another angel, a third, followed them, crying with a loud voice, “Those who 
worship the beast and its image, and receive a mark on their foreheads or on their 
hands,  they will also drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured unmixed into the cup 
of his anger, and they will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the 
holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  And the smoke of their torment goes 
up forever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast 
and its image and for anyone who receives the mark of its name.”  
  Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments 
of God and hold fast to the faith of Jesus.  

  And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who 
from now on die in the Lord.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their 
labors, for their deeds follow them.” 
 

Matt. 14:1-12 -   At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus;  and he 
said to his servants, “This is John the Baptist; he has been raised from the dead, and 
for this reason these powers are at work in him.”  For Herod had arrested John, 
bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s 
wife,  because John had been telling him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”  
Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they 
regarded him as a prophet.  But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of 
Herodias danced before the company, and she pleased Herod so much that he 
promised on oath to grant her whatever she might ask.  Prompted by her mother, 
she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.”  The king was 
grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he commanded it to be 
given;  he sent and had John beheaded in the prison.  The head was brought on a 
platter and given to the girl, who brought it to her mother.  His disciples came and 
took the body and buried it; then they went and told Jesus. 
 

A catechetical instruction by St Cyril of Jerusalem 

The Creed 

In learning and professing the faith, you must accept and retain only the Church’s 
present tradition, confirmed as it is by the Scriptures. Although not everyone is 
able to read the Scriptures, some because they have never learned to read, others 
because their daily activities keep them from such study, still so that their souls will 
not be lost through ignorance, we have gathered together the whole of the faith in a 
few concise articles. 

Now I order you to retain this creed for your nourishment throughout life and 
never to accept any alternative, not even if I myself were to change and say 
something contrary to what I am now teaching, not even if some angel of 
contradiction, changed into an angel of light, tried to lead you astray. For even if we, 
or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which you have now received, let 
him be accursed in your sight.  

So for the present be content to listen to the simple words of the creed and to 
memorize them; at some suitable time you can find the proof of each article in the 
Scriptures. This summary of the faith was not composed at man’s whim, the most 
important sections were chosen from the whole Scripture to constitute and 
complete a comprehensive statement of the faith. Just as the mustard seed contains 
in a small grain many branches, so this brief statement of the faith keeps in its 
heart, as it were, all the religious truth to be found in Old and New Testament 
alike. That is why, my brothers, you must consider and preserve the traditions you 
are now receiving. Inscribe them across your heart.  

Observe them scrupulously, so that no enemy may rob any of you in an idle and 
heedless moment; let no heretic deprive you of what has been given to you. Faith is 
rather like depositing in a bank the money entrusted to you, and God will surely 
demand an account of what you have deposited. In the words of the Apostle: I charge 
you before the God who gives life to all things, and before Christ who bore witness under Pontius Pilate in a 
splendid declaration, to keep unblemished this faith you have received, until the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

You have now been given life’s great treasure; when he comes the Lord will ask for 
what he has entrusted to you. At the appointed time he will reveal himself, for he is the blessed and 
sole Ruler, King of kings, Lord of lords. He alone is immortal, dwelling in unapproachable light. No man has 
seen or ever can see him. To him be glory, honor and power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



Friday  69:1-23(24-30)31-38        !       73 
 

Ezra 7:27-28, 8:21-36 -   Blessed be the LORD, the God of our ancestors, who put 
such a thing as this into the heart of the king to glorify the house of the LORD in 
Jerusalem, and who extended to me steadfast love before the king and his 
counselors, and before all the king’s mighty officers. I took courage, for the hand of 
the LORD my God was upon me, and I gathered leaders from Israel to go up with 
me.  

  Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might deny ourselves 
before our God, to seek from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all 
our possessions. For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and cavalry 
to protect us against the enemy on our way, since we had told the king that the hand 
of our God is gracious to all who seek him, but his power and his wrath are against 
all who forsake him. So we fasted and petitioned our God for this, and he listened 
to our entreaty.  
  Then I set apart twelve of the leading priests: Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of 
their kin with them. And I weighed out to them the silver and the gold and the 
vessels, the offering for the house of our God that the king, his counselors, his 
lords, and all Israel there present had offered; I weighed out into their hand six 
hundred fifty talents of silver, and one hundred silver vessels worth . . . talents, and 
one hundred talents of gold, twenty gold bowls worth a thousand darics, and two 
vessels of fine polished bronze as precious as gold. And I said to them, “You are 
holy to the LORD, and the vessels are holy; and the silver and the gold are a freewill 
offering to the LORD, the God of your ancestors. Guard them and keep them until 
you weigh them before the chief priests and the Levites and the heads of families in 
Israel at Jerusalem, within the chambers of the house of the LORD.” So the priests 
and the Levites took over the silver, the gold, and the vessels as they were weighed 
out, to bring them to Jerusalem, to the house of our God.  

  Then we left the river Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to go to 
Jerusalem; the hand of our God was upon us, and he delivered us from the hand of 
the enemy and from ambushes along the way. We came to Jerusalem and remained 
there three days. On the fourth day, within the house of our God, the silver, the 
gold, and the vessels were weighed into the hands of the priest Meremoth son of 
Uriah, and with him was Eleazar son of Phinehas, and with them were the Levites, 
Jozabad son of Jeshua and Noadiah son of Binnui. The total was counted and 
weighed, and the weight of everything was recorded.  
  At that time those who had come from captivity, the returned exiles, offered burnt 
offerings to the God of Israel, twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-
seven lambs, and as a sin offering twelve male goats; all this was a burnt offering to 
the LORD. They also delivered the king’s commissions to the king’s satraps and to 
the governors of the province Beyond the River; and they supported the people and 
the house of God. 
 

Sirach 50:1,11-24 -   The leader of his brothers and the pride of his people was the 
high priest, Simon son of Onias, who in his life repaired the house, and in his time 
fortified the temple.  

 When he put on his glorious robe and clothed himself in perfect splendor, when he 
went up to the holy altar, he made the court of the sanctuary glorious.  
 When he received the portions from the hands of the priests, as he stood by the 
hearth of the altar with a garland of brothers around him, he was like a young cedar 
on Lebanon surrounded by the trunks of palm trees.  
 All the sons of Aaron in their splendor held the Lord’s offering in their hands 
before the whole congregation of Israel.  
 Finishing the service at the altars, and arranging the offering to the Most High, the 
Almighty,  

 he held out his hand for the cup and poured a drink offering of the blood of the 
grape; he poured it out at the foot of the altar, a pleasing odor to the Most High, the 
king of all.  

 Then the sons of Aaron shouted; they blew their trumpets of hammered metal; they 
sounded a mighty fanfare as a reminder before the Most High.  
 Then all the people together quickly fell to the ground on their faces to worship 
their Lord, the Almighty, God Most High.  

 Then the singers praised him with their voices in sweet and full-toned melody.  
 And the people of the Lord Most High offered their prayers before the Merciful 
One, until the order of worship of the Lord was ended, and they completed his 
ritual.  

 Then Simon came down and raised his hands over the whole congregation of 
Israelites, to pronounce the blessing of the Lord with his lips, and to glory in his 
name;  

 and they bowed down in worship a second time, to receive the blessing from the 
Most High.  

 And now bless the God of all, who everywhere works great wonders, who fosters 
our growth from birth, and deals with us according to his mercy.  
 May he give us gladness of heart, and may there be peace in our days in Israel, as in 
the days of old.  

 May he entrust to us his mercy, and may he deliver us in our days! 
 

Rev. 15:1-8 -   Then I saw another portent in heaven, great and amazing: seven 
angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is 
ended.  

   And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had 
conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the 
sea of glass with harps of God in their hands.  And they sing the song of Moses, the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb:  “Great and amazing are your deeds,   
Lord God the Almighty!  Just and true are your ways,   King of the nations!  
 Lord, who will not fear   and glorify your name?  For you alone are holy.   All 
nations will come   and worship before you,  for your judgments have been 
revealed.”  
  After this I looked, and the temple of the tent of witness in heaven was opened,  
and out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues, robed in pure 
bright linen, with golden sashes across their chests.  Then one of the four living 
creatures gave the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who 
lives forever and ever;  and the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God 
and from his power, and no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues of 
the seven angels were ended. 
 

Matt. 14:13-21 -   Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 
from the towns.  When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick.  When it was evening, the disciples came 
to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 
away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”  Jesus said to 
them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.”  They replied, “We 
have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”  And he said, “Bring them here to 
me.”  Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  And all ate and 
were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets 
full.  And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 
 

A sermon by St Gregory Nazianzen 

What is man, that you are mindful of him? What is this new mystery surrounding me? I am 
both small and great, both lowly and exalted, mortal and immortal, earthly and 
heavenly. I am to be buried with Christ and to rise again with him, to become a co-



heir with him, a son of God, and indeed God himself. 

This is what the great mystery means for us; this is why God became man and 
became poor for our sake: it was to raise up our flesh, to recover the divine image, 
to re-create mankind, so that all of us might become one in Christ who perfectly 
became in us everything that he is himself. So we are no longer to be male and female, 
barbarian and Scythian, slave and free – distinctions deriving from the flesh – but are to 
bear within ourselves only the seal of God, by whom and for whom we were created. 
We are to be so formed and molded by him that we are recognized as belonging to 
his one family. 

If only we could be what we hope to be, by the great kindness of our generous God! 
He asks so little and gives so much, in this life and in the next, to those who love 
him sincerely. In a spirit of hope and out of love for him, let us then bear and endure all 
things and give thanks for everything that befalls us, since even reason can often 
recognize these things as weapons to win salvation. And meanwhile let us commend 
to God our own souls and the souls of those who, being more ready for it, have 
reached the place of rest before us although they walked the same road as we do. 

Lord and Creator of all, and especially of your creature man, you are the God and 
Father and ruler of your children; you are the Lord of life and death, you are the 
guardian and benefactor of our souls. You fashion and transform all things in their 
due season through your creative Word, as you know to be best in your deep wisdom 
and providence. Receive now those who have gone ahead of us in our journey from 
this life. 

And receive us too at the proper time, when you have guided us in our bodily life as 
long as may be for our profit. Receive us prepared indeed by fear of you, but not 
troubled, not shrinking back on that day of death or uprooted by force like those 
who are lovers of the world and the flesh. Instead, may we set out eagerly for that 
everlasting and blessed life which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. To him be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Saturday  75, 76        !       23, 27 
 

Ezra 9:1-15 -   After these things had been done, the officials approached me and 
said, “The people of Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not separated 
themselves from the peoples of the lands with their abominations, from the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, 
the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they have taken some of their daughters as 
wives for themselves and for their sons. Thus the holy seed has mixed itself with the 
peoples of the lands, and in this faithlessness the officials and leaders have led the 
way.” When I heard this, I tore my garment and my mantle, and pulled hair from 
my head and beard, and sat appalled. Then all who trembled at the words of the 
God of Israel, because of the faithlessness of the returned exiles, gathered around 
me while I sat appalled until the evening sacrifice.  
  At the evening sacrifice I got up from my fasting, with my garments and my mantle 
torn, and fell on my knees, spread out my hands to the LORD my God, and said, 
 “O my God, I am too ashamed and embarrassed to lift my face to you, my God, for 
our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has mounted up to 
the heavens. From the days of our ancestors to this day we have been deep in guilt, 
and for our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests have been handed over to the 
kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plundering, and to utter shame, as 
is now the case. But now for a brief moment favor has been shown by the LORD 
our God, who has left us a remnant, and given us a stake in his holy place, in order 
that he may brighten our eyes and grant us a little sustenance in our slavery. For we 
are slaves; yet our God has not forsaken us in our slavery, but has extended to us his 
steadfast love before the kings of Persia, to give us new life to set up the house of 
our God, to repair its ruins, and to give us a wall in Judea and Jerusalem.  

  “And now, our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken your 
commandments, which you commanded by your servants the prophets, saying, ‘The 
land that you are entering to possess is a land unclean with the pollutions of the 
peoples of the lands, with their abominations. They have filled it from end to end 
with their uncleanness. Therefore do not give your daughters to their sons, neither 
take their daughters for your sons, and never seek their peace or prosperity, so that 
you may be strong and eat the good of the land and leave it for an inheritance to 
your children forever.’ After all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and for 
our great guilt, seeing that you, our God, have punished us less than our iniquities 
deserved and have given us such a remnant as this, shall we break your 
commandments again and intermarry with the peoples who practice these 
abominations? Would you not be angry with us until you destroy us without 
remnant or survivor? O LORD, God of Israel, you are just, but we have escaped as 
a remnant, as is now the case. Here we are before you in our guilt, though no one 
can face you because of this.” 
 

Sirach 51:1-12 -   I give you thanks, O Lord and King, and praise you, O God my 
Savior. I give thanks to your name,  
 for you have been my protector and helper and have delivered me from destruction 
and from the trap laid by a slanderous tongue, from lips that fabricate lies. In the 
face of my adversaries you have been my helper and delivered me, in the greatness 
of your mercy and of your name, from grinding teeth about to devour me, from the 
hand of those seeking my life, from the many troubles I endured,  
 from choking fire on every side, and from the midst of fire that I had not kindled,  
 from the deep belly of Hades, from an unclean tongue and lying words—  

 the slander of an unrighteous tongue to the king. My soul drew near to death, and 
my life was on the brink of Hades below.  
 They surrounded me on every side, and there was no one to help me; I looked for 
human assistance, and there was none.  

 Then I remembered your mercy, O Lord, and your kindness from of old, for you 
rescue those who wait for you and save them from the hand of their enemies.  
 And I sent up my prayer from the earth, and begged for rescue from death.  
 I cried out, “Lord, you are my Father; do not forsake me in the days of trouble, 
when there is no help against the proud.  

 I will praise your name continually, and will sing hymns of thanksgiving.” My 
prayer was heard,  
 for you saved me from destruction and rescued me in time of trouble. For this 
reason I thank you and praise you, and I bless the name of the Lord. Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to the God of praises, for his mercy endures 
forever; Give thanks to the guardian of Israel, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to him who formed 
all things, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to the redeemer of Israel, for his mercy endures forever; 
Give thanks to him who gathers the dispersed of Israel, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to him who 
rebuilt his city and his sanctuary, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to him who makes a horn to 
sprout for the house of David, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to him who has chosen the sons of 
Zadok to be priests, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to the shield of Abraham, for his mercy endures 
forever; Give thanks to the rock of Isaac, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to the mighty one of 
Jacob, for his mercy endures forever; Give thanks to him who has chosen Zion, for his mercy endures forever; 
Give thanks to the King of the kings of kings, for his mercy endures forever; He has raised up a horn for his 
people, praise for all his loyal ones. For the children of Israel, the people close to him. Praise the LORD!            
 

Rev. 17:1-14 -   Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and 
said to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great whore who is seated 
on many waters,  with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and 
with the wine of whose fornication the inhabitants of the earth have become 
drunk.”  So he carried me away in the spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads 
and ten horns.  The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with 
gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations 



and the impurities of her fornication;  and on her forehead was written a name, a 
mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of whores and of earth’s abominations.”  And I 
saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood of the 
witnesses to Jesus.   When I saw her, I was greatly amazed.  But the angel said to me, 
“Why are you so amazed? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast 
with seven heads and ten horns that carries her.  The beast that you saw was, and is 
not, and is about to ascend from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the 
inhabitants of the earth, whose names have not been written in the book of life 
from the foundation of the world, will be amazed when they see the beast, because it 
was and is not and is to come.  

  “This calls for a mind that has wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on 
which the woman is seated; also, they are seven kings,  of whom five have fallen, one 
is living, and the other has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain only 
a little while.  As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the 
seven, and it goes to destruction.  And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who 
have not yet received a kingdom, but they are to receive authority as kings for one 
hour, together with the beast.  These are united in yielding their power and 
authority to the beast;  they will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer 
them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and 
chosen and faithful.” 
 

Matt. 14:22-36 -   Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on 
ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.  And after he had dismissed 
the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 
was there alone,  but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 
land, for the wind was against them.  And early in the morning he came walking 
toward them on the sea.  But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.  But immediately 
Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  

  Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.”  He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus.  But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”  Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?”  When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  
  When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.  After the people of 
that place recognized him, they sent word throughout the region and brought all 
who were sick to him,  and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his 
cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 

St Ambrose, On The Blessing of Death 

On the blessing of death 

St Paul says, The world is crucified to me, and I to the world. Then he tells us that he means 
death in this life, and a good death: We carry with us in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life 
of our Lord Jesus, too, may always be seen in our body. 

Let death do its work in us, therefore, so that life may do its work also: a good life 
after death, that is, a good life after victory, after the battle is over, when the law of 
the flesh is no longer in conflict with the law of the mind, when we have no more 
battles with mortal flesh but in mortal flesh we have victory. I wonder if this death 
might not have more power in it than life. St Paul’s authority certainly suggests it 
when he says Death works in us but life in you.  

One man’s death has laid the foundations of life for so many people! And so St Paul 
teaches that we should seek that death in this life, so that Christ’s death should shine 
out in our bodies. That blessed death, in which our outer nature falls away and our 

inner nature is renewed, and our earthly dwelling is dissolved so that our heavenly 
home is laid open to us. 

A man imitates this death when he drags himself away from being part of this flesh 
and breaks those chains that the Lord had spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 
Break unjust fetters, undo the thongs of the yoke, let the oppressed go free, and break every unjust constraint. 

It was to put an end to guilt that the Lord permitted death to come into the world; 
but so that human nature should not end up perishing by death instead of guilt, the 
resurrection of the dead was given us. By death, guilt would be ended, and by 
resurrection, human nature would be eternal. 

And thus this death is a journey for everyone. You must always be journeying: from 
decay to incorruptibility, from mortality to immortality, from turbulence to peace. 
Do not be alarmed by the word ‘death’ but rejoice at the good that the journey will 
bring. For what is death except the burial of vice and the raising up of virtue? 
Hence Scripture says, May I die the death of the just – that is, may I be buried with them, 
put down my vices, and put on the grace of the just, who carry the mortification of 
Christ around in their bodies and their souls. 

 
Proper 27       Week of the Sunday closest to November 9 
 

Sunday 93, 96        !       34 
 

Ezra 10:1-17 -   While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and throwing 
himself down before the house of God, a very great assembly of men, women, and 
children gathered to him out of Israel; the people also wept bitterly. Shecaniah son 
of Jehiel, of the descendants of Elam, addressed Ezra, saying, “We have broken faith 
with our God and have married foreign women from the peoples of the land, but 
even now there is hope for Israel in spite of this. So now let us make a covenant with 
our God to send away all these wives and their children, according to the counsel of 
my lord and of those who tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be 
done according to the law. Take action, for it is your duty, and we are with you; be 
strong, and do it.” Then Ezra stood up and made the leading priests, the Levites, 
and all Israel swear that they would do as had been said. So they swore.  
  Then Ezra withdrew from before the house of God, and went to the chamber of 
Jehohanan son of Eliashib, where he spent the night. He did not eat bread or drink 
water, for he was mourning over the faithlessness of the exiles. They made a 
proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the returned exiles that they 
should assemble at Jerusalem, and that if any did not come within three days, by 
order of the officials and the elders all their property should be forfeited, and they 
themselves banned from the congregation of the exiles.  
  Then all the people of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within the 
three days; it was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month. All the 
people sat in the open square before the house of God, trembling because of this 
matter and because of the heavy rain. Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to 
them, “You have trespassed and married foreign women, and so increased the guilt 
of Israel. Now make confession to the LORD the God of your ancestors, and do his 
will; separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign wives.” 
Then all the assembly answered with a loud voice, “It is so; we must do as you have 
said. But the people are many, and it is a time of heavy rain; we cannot stand in the 
open. Nor is this a task for one day or for two, for many of us have transgressed in 
this matter. Let our officials represent the whole assembly, and let all in our towns 
who have taken foreign wives come at appointed times, and with them the elders 
and judges of every town, until the fierce wrath of our God on this account is 
averted from us.” Only Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of Tikvah opposed 
this, and Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levites supported them.  



  Then the returned exiles did so. Ezra the priest selected men, heads of families, 
according to their families, each of them designated by name. On the first day of the 
tenth month they sat down to examine the matter. By the first day of the first month 
they had come to the end of all the men who had married foreign women. 
 

Sirach 51:13-22 -  While I was still young, before I went on my travels, I sought 
wisdom openly in my prayer.  
 Before the temple I asked for her, and I will search for her until the end.  
 From the first blossom to the ripening grape my heart delighted in her; my foot 
walked on the straight path; from my youth I followed her steps.  
 I inclined my ear a little and received her, and I found for myself much 
instruction.  

 I made progress in her; to him who gives wisdom I will give glory.  
 For I resolved to live according to wisdom, and I was zealous for the good, and I 
shall never be disappointed.  

 My soul grappled with wisdom, and in my conduct I was strict; I spread out my 
hands to the heavens, and lamented my ignorance of her.  
 I directed my soul to her, and in purity I found her. With her I gained 
understanding from the first; therefore I will never be forsaken.  
 My heart was stirred to seek her; therefore I have gained a prize possession.  
 The Lord gave me my tongue as a reward, and I will praise him with it. 

Acts 24:10-21 -   When the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul replied:   “I 
cheerfully make my defense, knowing that for many years you have been a judge over 
this nation.  As you can find out, it is not more than twelve days since I went up to 
worship in Jerusalem.  They did not find me disputing with anyone in the temple or 
stirring up a crowd either in the synagogues or throughout the city.  Neither can 
they prove to you the charge that they now bring against me.  But this I admit to 
you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our 
ancestors, believing everything laid down according to the law or written in the 
prophets.  I have a hope in God—a hope that they themselves also accept—that there 
will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.  Therefore I do my 
best always to have a clear conscience toward God and all people.  Now after some 
years I came to bring alms to my nation and to offer sacrifices.  While I was doing 
this, they found me in the temple, completing the rite of purification, without any 
crowd or disturbance.  But there were some Jews from Asia—they ought to be here 
before you to make an accusation, if they have anything against me.  Or let these 
men here tell what crime they had found when I stood before the council,  unless it 
was this one sentence that I called out while standing before them, ‘It is about the 
resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.’” 
 

Luke 14:12-24 -   He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives 
or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid.  
But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.  
And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.”  
  One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will 
eat bread in the kingdom of God!”  Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great 
dinner and invited many.  At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those 
who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’  But they all alike began 
to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and I must go 
out and see it; please accept my regrets.’  Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’  Another said, ‘I 
have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’  So the slave returned and 
reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to 
his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the 
poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’  And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you 
ordered has been done, and there is still room.’  Then the master said to the slave, 

‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house 
may be filled.  For I tell you, none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’” 
 

A sermon of the second century 

Christ wished to save everything that perishes 

Brethren, we ought to regard Jesus Christ both as God and as the judge of the living 
and the dead, and we should not undervalue the fact of our salvation. If we think 
little of it, it means that we hope for little. Moreover, people who hear these things 
and think them of small importance commit sin, and we ourselves sin if we do not 
realise what we have been called from, who has called us, and to what place, and how 
much suffering Jesus Christ endured on our account. 

How then shall we repay him? What fruit can we bear that would be worthy of what 
he has given us? For how many benefits are we not in his debt! He has enlightened 
our minds; he has called us sons as a father does; he saved us when we were about to 
perish. How then shall we praise him, how repay him for his gifts? In the weakness 
of our minds we worshipped stones and pieces of wood, gold and silver and bronze, 
things made by men, and our whole life was death. Darkness enfolded us, and 
nothing but gloom met our eyes. Then, by his will, we escaped from the cloud that 
enveloped us and recovered our sight. For he saw our many errors and the 
damnation that awaited us, and knowing that apart from him we had no hope of 
salvation, he pitied us, and in his mercy saved us. He called us when we were not his 
people and willed us to become his people.  

Rejoice, O barren woman who never bore a child; break into shouts of joy, you who never knew a motherÕs 
pangs; for the deserted wife shall have more children than she who has a husband. When he says: Rejoice, 
O barren woman who never bore a child, he is speaking of us, for our Church was barren 
until children were given her. When he says: Break into shouts of joy, you who never knew a 
motherÕs pangs, he means that we should not grow weary like women in labour, but 
tirelessly and in all simplicity offer our prayers to God. He declares that the deserted 
wife shall have more children than she who has a husband, because faith has now made our 
people who seemed to have been deserted by God more numerous than those who 
were thought to possess him. 

Another text says: I have come not to call the righteous, but sinners, for it is those who are on 
the point of perishing who must be saved. It is a great and wonderful work to 
uphold those who are falling, rather than those who already stand firm. Christ 
willed to save people who were in danger of losing their souls, and he has been the 
salvation of many. When we were rushing headlong on the way to perishing, he 
came and called us. 

 

Monday 80        !       77, [79] 
 

Neh. 9:1-25 -   Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel 
were assembled with fasting and in sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. Then 
those of Israelite descent separated themselves from all foreigners, and stood and 
confessed their sins and the iniquities of their ancestors. They stood up in their 
place and read from the book of the law of the LORD their God for a fourth part of 
the day, and for another fourth they made confession and worshiped the LORD 
their God. Then Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and 
Chenani stood on the stairs of the Levites and cried out with a loud voice to the 
LORD their God. Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, 
Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, “Stand up and bless the 
LORD your God from everlasting to everlasting. Blessed be your glorious name, 
which is exalted above all blessing and praise.”  
  And Ezra said: “You are the LORD, you alone; you have made heaven, the heaven 
of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is 



in them. To all of them you give life, and the host of heaven worships you. You are 
the LORD, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans 
and gave him the name Abraham; and you found his heart faithful before you, and 
made with him a covenant to give to his descendants the land of the Canaanite, the 
Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite; and you have 
fulfilled your promise, for you are righteous.  
  “And you saw the distress of our ancestors in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red 
Sea. You performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all 
the people of his land, for you knew that they acted insolently against our ancestors. 
You made a name for yourself, which remains to this day. And you divided the sea 
before them, so that they passed through the sea on dry land, but you threw their 
pursuers into the depths, like a stone into mighty waters. Moreover, you led them 
by day with a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar of fire, to give them light on 
the way in which they should go. You came down also upon Mount Sinai, and spoke 
with them from heaven, and gave them right ordinances and true laws, good statutes 
and commandments, and you made known your holy sabbath to them and gave 
them commandments and statutes and a law through your servant Moses. For their 
hunger you gave them bread from heaven, and for their thirst you brought water for 
them out of the rock, and you told them to go in to possess the land that you swore 
to give them.  
  “But they and our ancestors acted presumptuously and stiffened their necks and 
did not obey your commandments; they refused to obey, and were not mindful of 
the wonders that you performed among them; but they stiffened their necks and 
determined to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and you did 
not forsake them. Even when they had cast an image of a calf for themselves and 
said, ‘This is your God who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and had committed great 
blasphemies, you in your great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness; the 
pillar of cloud that led them in the way did not leave them by day, nor the pillar of 
fire by night that gave them light on the way by which they should go. You gave your 
good spirit to instruct them, and did not withhold your manna from their mouths, 
and gave them water for their thirst. Forty years you sustained them in the 
wilderness so that they lacked nothing; their clothes did not wear out and their feet 
did not swell. And you gave them kingdoms and peoples, and allotted to them every 
corner, so they took possession of the land of King Sihon of Heshbon and the land 
of King Og of Bashan. You multiplied their descendants like the stars of heaven, 
and brought them into the land that you had told their ancestors to enter and 
possess. So the descendants went in and possessed the land, and you subdued before 
them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into their hands, 
with their kings and the peoples of the land, to do with them as they pleased. And 
they captured fortress cities and a rich land, and took possession of houses filled 
with all sorts of goods, hewn cisterns, vineyards, olive orchards, and fruit trees in 
abundance; so they ate, and were filled and became fat, and delighted themselves in 
your great goodness. 
 

Joel 1:1-13 -   The word of the LORD that came to Joel son of Pethuel:    

    Hear this, O elders, give ear, all inhabitants of the land! Has such a thing 
happened in your days, or in the days of your ancestors?  
 Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their 
children another generation.    

    What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming 
locust left, the hopping locust has eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the 
destroying locust has eaten.    

    Wake up, you drunkards, and weep; and wail, all you wine-drinkers, over the 
sweet wine, for it is cut off from your mouth.  

 For a nation has invaded my land, powerful and innumerable; its teeth are lions’ 
teeth, and it has the fangs of a lioness.  

 It has laid waste my vines, and splintered my fig trees; it has stripped off their bark 
and thrown it down; their branches have turned white.    

    Lament like a virgin dressed in sackcloth for the husband of her youth.  
 The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off from the house of the LORD. 
The priests mourn, the ministers of the LORD.  

 The fields are devastated, the ground mourns; for the grain is destroyed, the wine 
dries up, the oil fails.    

    Be dismayed, you farmers, wail, you vinedressers, over the wheat and the barley; 
for the crops of the field are ruined.  
 The vine withers, the fig tree droops. Pomegranate, palm, and apple— all the trees 
of the field are dried up; surely, joy withers away among the people.    

    Put on sackcloth and lament, you priests; wail, you ministers of the altar. Come, 
pass the night in sackcloth, you ministers of my God! Grain offering and drink 
offering are withheld from the house of your God.   
 

Rev. 18:1-8 -   After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having 
great authority; and the earth was made bright with his splendor.  He called out with 
a mighty voice,  “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!   It has become a dwelling place 
of demons,  a haunt of every foul and hateful bird,   a haunt of every foul and 
hateful beast.  

 For all the nations have drunk   of the wine of the wrath of her fornication,  and 
the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her,   and the merchants of 
the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxury.”  
Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,  “Come out of her, my people,   so 
that you do not take part in her sins,  and so that you do not share   in her plagues;  
 for her sins are heaped high as heaven,   and God has remembered her iniquities.  
 Render to her as she herself has rendered,   and repay her double for her deeds;   
mix a double draught for her in the cup she mixed.  
 As she glorified herself and lived luxuriously,   so give her a like measure of 
torment and grief.  Since in her heart she says,   ‘I rule as a queen;  I am no widow,   
and I will never see grief,’  
 therefore her plagues will come in a single day—   pestilence and mourning and 
famine—  and she will be burned with fire;   for mighty is the Lord God who judges 
her.” 
 

Matt. 15:1-20 -   Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 
said,  “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash 
their hands before they eat.”  He answered them, “And why do you break the 
commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?  For God said, ‘Honor your 
father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely 
die.’  But you say that whoever tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might 
have had from me is given to God,’ then that person need not honor the father.  So, 
for the sake of your tradition, you make void the word of God.  You hypocrites! 
Isaiah prophesied rightly about you when he said:  
 ‘This people honors me with their lips,   but their hearts are far from me;  
 in vain do they worship me,   teaching human precepts as doctrines.’”  
  Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:  it is 
not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the 
mouth that defiles.”  Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know 
that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?”  He answered, 
“Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.  Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, 
both will fall into a pit.”  But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.”  Then 
he said, “Are you also still without understanding?  Do you not see that whatever 
goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?  But what 
comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles.  For out 
of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false 



witness, slander.  These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands 
does not defile.” 
 

A sermon of the second century 

Let us acknowledge God by our actions 

It is one of God’s greatest mercies to us that we, being alive, do not sacrifice to dead 
gods or worship them, but through Christ we have come to know the Father of 
truth. That knowledge consists in not denying Christ through whom we know the 
Father. As he himself has said, If anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will 
declare myself for him in the presence of my Father. This is our reward, to acknowledge him 
who saves us. 

How, then, do we acknowledge him? By doing what he has told us to do, by not 
rejecting his commands. By not honouring him with our lips but with all our heart 
and all our mind. As it is written in Isaiah: This people honours me only with lip-service, while 
their hearts are far from me. 

It is not enough for us to call him “Lord.” That will not save us. As he says: It is not 
those who say to me, ÒLord, Lord,Ó who will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does what is right. We 
must acknowledge him by our actions, by loving one another, by not committing 
adultery, by avoiding calumny and jealousy. We must live continently, 
compassionately, virtuously. We must let love for each other take precedence over 
love of riches. It is by these actions that we acknowledge Christ, not by doing the 
opposite; and remember that it is not human beings that we should fear and 
respect, but God. The Lord has said to you: If you are gathered together into my arms and do 
not obey my commands I will cast you from me and say to you, ÒI do not know where you come from. Away 
from me, all you wicked men!Ó 

So, my brethren, let us move forward to face the contest before us. In the contests 
of this world victory does not come to all competitors but only to a few who have 
trained hard and fought well; but in our contest, let us fight so that all may have the 
victory. Let us run the straight race, let us compete in the eternal contest, and let 
whole crowds of us steer our course towards the crown of victory. If we cannot all be 
victors let us at least come close.  

Remember also that in the worldly games cheats are flogged and thrown out of the 
arena. What do you think will happen if you cheat in the eternal contest? What God 
has said will happen: their worm will not die, nor will their fire go out; and all flesh will see them. 

 

Tuesday 78:1-39        !       78:40-72 
 

Neh. 9:26-38 -   “Nevertheless they were disobedient and rebelled against you and 
cast your law behind their backs and killed your prophets, who had warned them in 
order to turn them back to you, and they committed great blasphemies. Therefore 
you gave them into the hands of their enemies, who made them suffer. Then in the 
time of their suffering they cried out to you and you heard them from heaven, and 
according to your great mercies you gave them saviors who saved them from the 
hands of their enemies. But after they had rest, they again did evil before you, and 
you abandoned them to the hands of their enemies, so that they had dominion over 
them; yet when they turned and cried to you, you heard from heaven, and many 
times you rescued them according to your mercies. And you warned them in order 
to turn them back to your law. Yet they acted presumptuously and did not obey your 
commandments, but sinned against your ordinances, by the observance of which a 
person shall live. They turned a stubborn shoulder and stiffened their neck and 
would not obey. Many years you were patient with them, and warned them by your 
spirit through your prophets; yet they would not listen. Therefore you handed them 
over to the peoples of the lands. Nevertheless, in your great mercies you did not 
make an end of them or forsake them, for you are a gracious and merciful God.  

  “Now therefore, our God-the great and mighty and awesome God, keeping 
covenant and steadfast love-do not treat lightly all the hardship that has come upon 
us, upon our kings, our officials, our priests, our prophets, our ancestors, and all 
your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria until today. You have been just in 
all that has come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully and we have acted wickedly; 
our kings, our officials, our priests, and our ancestors have not kept your law or 
heeded the commandments and the warnings that you gave them. Even in their own 
kingdom, and in the great goodness you bestowed on them, and in the large and 
rich land that you set before them, they did not serve you and did not turn from 
their wicked works. Here we are, slaves to this day-slaves in the land that you gave to 
our ancestors to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts. Its rich yield goes to the kings 
whom you have set over us because of our sins; they have power also over our bodies 
and over our livestock at their pleasure, and we are in great distress.”  
  Because of all this we make a firm agreement in writing, and on that sealed 
document are inscribed the names of our officials, our Levites, and our priests. 
 

Joel 1:15Ñ2:11 -      Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, and as 
destruction from the Almighty it comes.  

 Is not the food cut off before our eyes, joy and gladness from the house of our 
God?       The seed shrivels under the clods, the storehouses are desolate; the 
granaries are ruined because the grain has failed.  
 How the animals groan! The herds of cattle wander about because there is no 
pasture for them; even the flocks of sheep are dazed.    

    To you, O LORD, I cry. For fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness, 
and flames have burned all the trees of the field.  
 Even the wild animals cry to you because the watercourses are dried up, and fire has 
devoured the pastures of the wilderness.    

    Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near—  

 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness 
spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never 
been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come.    

    Fire devours in front of them, and behind them a flame burns. Before them the 
land is like the garden of Eden, but after them a desolate wilderness, and nothing 
escapes them.    

    They have the appearance of horses, and like war-horses they charge.  
 As with the rumbling of chariots, they leap on the tops of the mountains, like the 
crackling of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, like a powerful army drawn up for 
battle.    

    Before them peoples are in anguish, all faces grow pale.  
 Like warriors they charge, like soldiers they scale the wall. Each keeps to its own 
course, they do not swerve from their paths.  

 They do not jostle one another, each keeps to its own track; they burst through the 
weapons and are not halted.  
 They leap upon the city, they run upon the walls; they climb up into the houses, 
they enter through the windows like a thief.    

    The earth quakes before them, the heavens tremble. The sun and the moon are 
darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.  
 The LORD utters his voice at the head of his army; how vast is his host! 
Numberless are those who obey his command. Truly the day of the LORD is great; 
terrible indeed—who can endure it?   
 

Rev. 18:9-20 -   And the kings of the earth, who committed fornication and lived 
in luxury with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her 
burning;  they will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say,  “Alas, alas, the 
great city,   Babylon, the mighty city!  For in one hour your judgment has come.”  
   And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their 
cargo anymore,  cargo of gold, silver, jewels and pearls, fine linen, purple, silk and 



scarlet, all kinds of scented wood, all articles of ivory, all articles of costly wood, 
bronze, iron, and marble,  cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, 
olive oil, choice flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, slaves—and 
human lives.  

 “The fruit for which your soul longed   has gone from you,  and all your dainties 
and your splendor   are lost to you,   never to be found again!”  
The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in 
fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud,  
 “Alas, alas, the great city,   clothed in fine linen,    in purple and scarlet,   adorned 
with gold,    with jewels, and with pearls!  

 For in one hour all this wealth has been laid waste!”    And all shipmasters and 
seafarers, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off and cried out as they 
saw the smoke of her burning,  “What city was like the great city?”  
And they threw dust on their heads, as they wept and mourned, crying out,  “Alas, 
alas, the great city,   where all who had ships at sea   grew rich by her wealth!  For in 
one hour she has been laid waste.  
 Rejoice over her, O heaven,   you saints and apostles and prophets!  For God has 
given judgment for you against her.” 
 

Matt. 15:21-28 -   Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon.  Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.”  But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, 
saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”  He answered, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, “Lord, help me.”  He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food 
and throw it to the dogs.”  She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs 
that fall from their masters’ table.”  Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is 
your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 
instantly. 
 

A sermon of the second century 

True repentance 

We should repent of our sins while we are still on earth. When a potter is making a 
vessel and it becomes misshapen or breaks in his hands, he shapes it again; but once 
placed in the oven, it is beyond repair. Now the clay in the craftsman’s hands is an 
image of ourselves, and it teaches us that, while still in this world, we must 
wholeheartedly repent of sins committed in the body and make it possible for the 
Lord to save us while there is time. When we have left this world, we shall no longer 
be able to repent and confess our sins. We must do the will of the Father, keep our 
bodies pure, and observe the commandments of the Lord, for this is the way to 
obtain eternal life. The Lord says in the gospel: If you have not been observant in small 
matters, who will entrust you with anything important? For I tell you that the man who is faithful in the 
smallest things is faithful in the greatest things as well. In other words, in order to obtain eternal 
life, we must remain pure and keep the seal of our baptism undefiled. 

Nor must any of you say that our bodies will not share in the judgement, nor rise 
again. In what were you saved? In what did you receive your sight? Think for a 
moment. Was it not in this very body? Our bodies are the temple of God, and as 
such we must guard them, for even as we were called in the body, so shall we also be 
judged in the body. Since Christ, our Lord and Saviour, who in the beginning was 
spirit, became flesh and in this way called us, it is in this flesh of ours that we shall 
also receive our reward.  Therefore, let us love one another, so that we may all 
attain to the kingdom of God. While we can still be healed, let us surrender 
ourselves into the hands of our divine physician and give him his recompense, the 
recompense of true sorrow for our sins. Since he who knows all things sees what is 
in our hearts, let us praise him with our hearts as well as our lips. He will then 

receive us as his sons. The Lord himself has said: My brothers are those who do my FatherÕs 
will. 
 

Wednesday  119:97-120        !       81, 82 
 

Neh. 7:73b-8:3,5-18 - When the seventh month came-the people of Israel being 
settled in their towns-  all the people gathered together into the square before the 
Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which 
the LORD had given to Israel.  Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before 
the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 
This was on the first day of the seventh month.  He read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men 
and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law.  
And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above 
all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.  Then Ezra blessed 
the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up 
their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces 
to the ground.  Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people 
to understand the law, while the people remained in their places.  So they read 
from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so 
that the people understood the reading.  
  And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD 
your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the 
words of the law.  Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet 
wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day 
is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength.”  So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is 
holy; do not be grieved.”  And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to 
send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words 
that were declared to them.  
  On the second day the heads of ancestral houses of all the people, with the priests 
and the Levites, came together to the scribe Ezra in order to study the words of the 
law.  And they found it written in the law, which the LORD had commanded by 
Moses, that the people of Israel should live in booths during the festival of the 
seventh month,  and that they should publish and proclaim in all their towns and in 
Jerusalem as follows, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, 
myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written.”  So the people 
went out and brought them, and made booths for themselves, each on the roofs of 
their houses, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the 
square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim.  And all the 
assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in 
them; for from the days of Jeshua son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had 
not done so. And there was very great rejoicing.  And day by day, from the first day 
to the last day, he read from the book of the law of God. They kept the festival seven 
days; and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the 
ordinance. 
 

Joel 2:12-19 -  Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;  

 rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents 
from punishing.  

 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a 
grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?    

    Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly;  



 gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the 
children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the 
bride her canopy.    

    Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, 
weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a 
mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’”    

    Then the LORD became jealous for his land, and had pity on his people.  
 In response to his people the LORD said: I am sending you grain, wine, and oil, 
and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a mockery among the 
nations.      
 

Rev. 18:21-24 - Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and 
threw it into the sea, saying,  “With such violence Babylon the great city   will be 
thrown down,   and will be found no more;  

 and the sound of harpists and minstrels and of flutists and trumpeters   will be 
heard in you no more;  and an artisan of any trade   will be found in you no more;  
and the sound of the millstone   will be heard in you no more;  
 and the light of a lamp   will shine in you no more;  and the voice of bridegroom 
and bride   will be heard in you no more;  for your merchants were the magnates of 
the earth,   and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.  
 And in you was found the blood of prophets and of saints,   and of all who have 
been slaughtered on earth.” 
 

Matt. 15:29-39 -   After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, 
and he went up the mountain, where he sat down.  Great crowds came to him, 
bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many others. 
They put them at his feet, and he cured them,  so that the crowd was amazed when 
they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind 
seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.  
  Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion for the crowd, 
because they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat; and I do 
not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.”  The disciples 
said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in the desert to feed so great a 
crowd?”  Jesus asked them, “How many loaves have you?” They said, “Seven, and a 
few small fish.”  Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground,  he took the 
seven loaves and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them and gave them to 
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  And all of them ate and 
were filled; and they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full.  Those 
who had eaten were four thousand men, besides women and children.  After 
sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan. 
 

A sermon of the second century 

Let hope give us endurance 

And so, my brethren, let us do the will of the Father who has called us to life. Let us 
try harder for virtue and abandon bad habits which pave the way for crimes to 
follow. For if we try hard to do good, peace will always be with us. That is why men 
can never be at peace while they are dragged along by human fears and put present 
pleasure above the promise of the future. They are ignorant of how much torment 
worldly indulgence brings and how much delight is promised in the future. 

If they alone behaved like that, it might be tolerable; but they go one step further 
and imbue the souls of the innocent with their perverse teachings – not realising 
that this will condemn them twice, once for themselves and once for their hearers. 

Therefore let us serve God with a pure heart, and we shall be justified. On the other 
hand, if we do not serve him, disbelieving in his promises, we shall be miserable. 
For in the words of the prophecy: Unhappy those who are undecided, those who hesitate in their 

hearts and say ÒWe have heard these things before, in our fathersÕ time, but now we look for them day after 
day and see nothing.Ó Fools, compare yourselves to a plant: a vine, for instance. First its leaves fall, then 
comes the shoot, then a small unripe grape, and at last a mature and ripe fruit. In the same way my people 
has endured turmoil and suffering, and later will receive good from it. 

So let us not be in two minds, my brethren, but let us endure in hope so that we 
receive our due reward. God is faithful and he has promised to give everyone the 
due reward of his actions. So if we have acted righteously in God’s eyes we shall 
enter into his kingdom and receive what he has promised, that no eye has seen and no ear 
has heard, things beyond the mind of man. 

Let us expect the kingdom of God hourly in love and righteousness, seeing that we 
do not know the day of his coming. Let us do penance. At present we are full of 
malice and madness, so now let us revive, let us come back to life, to good life. Let 
us wipe off the slime of our old sins and by doing heartfelt penance let us recover 
our health. Let us not be sycophantic. Let us seek men’s favour solely by our 
righteousness, both in the Church and outside it, so that the holy Name is not 
blasphemed because of us. 

 

Thursday   [83] or 23,27        !       85, 86 
 

1 Macc. 1:1-28 -   After Alexander son of Philip, the Macedonian, who came from 
the land of Kittim, had defeated King Darius of the Persians and the Medes, he 
succeeded him as king. (He had previously become king of Greece.) He fought 
many battles, conquered strongholds, and put to death the kings of the earth. He 
advanced to the ends of the earth, and plundered many nations. When the earth 
became quiet before him, he was exalted, and his heart was lifted up. He gathered a 
very strong army and ruled over countries, nations, and princes, and they became 
tributary to him.  
  After this he fell sick and perceived that he was dying. So he summoned his most 
honored officers, who had been brought up with him from youth, and divided his 
kingdom among them while he was still alive. And after Alexander had reigned 
twelve years, he died.  
  Then his officers began to rule, each in his own place. They all put on crowns after 
his death, and so did their descendants after them for many years; and they caused 
many evils on the earth.  
  From them came forth a sinful root, Antiochus Epiphanes, son of King 
Antiochus; he had been a hostage in Rome. He began to reign in the one hundred 
thirty-seventh year of the kingdom of the Greeks.  
  In those days certain renegades came out from Israel and misled many, saying, 
“Let us go and make a covenant with the Gentiles around us, for since we separated 
from them many disasters have come upon us.” This proposal pleased them, and 
some of the people eagerly went to the king, who authorized them to observe the 
ordinances of the Gentiles. So they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem, according to 
Gentile custom, and removed the marks of circumcision, and abandoned the holy 
covenant. They joined with the Gentiles and sold themselves to do evil.  
  When Antiochus saw that his kingdom was established, he determined to become 
king of the land of Egypt, in order that he might reign over both kingdoms. So he 
invaded Egypt with a strong force, with chariots and elephants and cavalry and with 
a large fleet. He engaged King Ptolemy of Egypt in battle, and Ptolemy turned and 
fled before him, and many were wounded and fell. They captured the fortified cities 
in the land of Egypt, and he plundered the land of Egypt.  
  After subduing Egypt, Antiochus returned in the one hundred forty-third year. 
He went up against Israel and came to Jerusalem with a strong force. He arrogantly 
entered the sanctuary and took the golden altar, the lampstand for the light, and all 
its utensils. He took also the table for the bread of the Presence, the cups for drink 
offerings, the bowls, the golden censers, the curtain, the crowns, and the gold 
decoration on the front of the temple; he stripped it all off. He took the silver and 



the gold, and the costly vessels; he took also the hidden treasures that he found. 
Taking them all, he went into his own land. He shed much blood, and spoke with 
great arrogance.  
 Israel mourned deeply in every community,  
 rulers and elders groaned, young women and young men became faint, the beauty 
of the women faded.  

 Every bridegroom took up the lament; she who sat in the bridal chamber was 
mourning.  

 Even the land trembled for its inhabitants, and all the house of Jacob was clothed 
with shame. 
 

Joel 2:21-27 -     Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done 
great things!  
 Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield.    

    O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given 
the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the 
early and the later rain, as before.  
 The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
   

    I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the 
destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you.    

    You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your 
God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to 
shame.  

 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your 
God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame.            
 

Rev. 19:1-10 - After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, saying,  “Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power to our 
God,  

  for his judgments are true and just;  he has judged the great whore   who corrupted 
the earth with her fornication,  and he has avenged on her the blood of his 
servants.”  
Once more they said,  “Hallelujah!  The smoke goes up from her forever and ever.”  
And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped 
God who is seated on the throne, saying,  “Amen. Hallelujah!”  
And from the throne came a voice saying,  “Praise our God,   all you his servants,  
and all who fear him,   small and great.”  
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of 
many waters and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out,  “Hallelujah!  
For the Lord our God   the Almighty reigns.  
 Let us rejoice and exult   and give him the glory,  for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come,   and his bride has made herself ready;  
 to her it has been granted to be clothed   with fine linen, bright and pure”—  for the 
fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  

  And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are true words of God.”  
Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do 
that! I am a fellow servant with you and your comrades who hold the testimony of 
Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
 

Matt. 16:1-12 -   The Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test Jesus they asked 
him to show them a sign from heaven.  He answered them, “When it is evening, you 
say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’  And in the morning, ‘It will be 
stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times.  An evil and 

adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign 
of Jonah.” Then he left them and went away.  
  When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread.  
Jesus said to them, “Watch out, and beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.”  They said to one another, “It is because we have brought no bread.”  
And becoming aware of it, Jesus said, “You of little faith, why are you talking about 
having no bread?  Do you still not perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves 
for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered?  Or the seven loaves for 
the four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered?  How could you fail to 
perceive that I was not speaking about bread? Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees!”  Then they understood that he had not told them to beware of the 
yeast of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
 

A sermon of the second century 

The living church is the body of Christ 

My name is constantly blasphemed by unbelievers, says the Lord. Woe to the man who causes my name to 
be blasphemed. Why is the Lord’s name blasphemed? Because we say one thing and do 
another. When they hear the words of God on our lips, unbelievers are amazed at 
their beauty and power, but when they see that those words have no effect in our 
lives, their admiration turns to scorn, and they dismiss such words as myths and 
fairy tales. 

They listen, for example, when we tell them that God has said: It is no credit to you if you 
love those who love you, but only if you love your enemies, and those who hate you. They are full of 
admiration at such extraordinary virtue, but when they observe that we not only fail 
to love people who hate us, but even those who love us, they laugh us to scorn, and 
the Name is blasphemed. 

Therefore, brothers, if we do the will of God the Father, we shall be members of 
the first spiritual Church that was created before the sun and the moon; but if we 
fail to do the will of the Lord, we shall be among those to whom it is said in 
Scripture: My house has been made into a robbersÕ den. We must choose then, if we want to be 
saved, to be members of the Church of life. 

You surely cannot be ignorant of the fact that the living Church is the body of Christ; for 
Scripture says: God made man male and female. Now the male signifies Christ, and the 
female signifies the Church, which, according to both the Old and New Testament, 
is no recent creation, but has existed from the beginning. At first the Church was 
purely spiritual, even as our Jesus was spiritual, but it appeared in the last days to 
save us. 

For the spiritual Church was made manifest in the body of Christ, in order to show 
us that if we uphold its honour in the outward, visible form, and do not defile it, we 
shall, through the Holy Spirit, be made its members in the true, spiritual sense. For 
the body of the Church is a copy of the Spirit, and no one who defaces the copy can 
have any part in what the copy represents. In other words, brothers, you must 
preserve the honour of the body in order to share in the Spirit. For if we say that 
the body is the Church and the Spirit is Christ, it follows that anyone who 
dishonours his body, dishonours the Church. Such a man will have no part in the 
Spirit, which is Christ. But if the Holy Spirit is joined to it, this body can receive an 
immortal life that is wonderful beyond words, for the blessings that God has made ready 
for his chosen ones surpass all human powers of description. 

 

Friday  88        !       91, 92 
 

1 Macc. 1:41-63 -   Then the king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one 
people, and that all should give up their particular customs. All the Gentiles 
accepted the command of the king. Many even from Israel gladly adopted his 



religion; they sacrificed to idols and profaned the sabbath. And the king sent letters 
by messengers to Jerusalem and the towns of Judah; he directed them to follow 
customs strange to the land, to forbid burnt offerings and sacrifices and drink 
offerings in the sanctuary, to profane sabbaths and festivals, to defile the sanctuary 
and the priests, to build altars and sacred precincts and shrines for idols, to 
sacrifice swine and other unclean animals, and to leave their sons uncircumcised. 
They were to make themselves abominable by everything unclean and profane, so 
that they would forget the law and change all the ordinances. He added, “And 
whoever does not obey the command of the king shall die.”  
  In such words he wrote to his whole kingdom. He appointed inspectors over all the 
people and commanded the towns of Judah to offer sacrifice, town by town. Many 
of the people, everyone who forsook the law, joined them, and they did evil in the 
land; they drove Israel into hiding in every place of refuge they had.  
  Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one hundred forty-fifth year, they 
erected a desolating sacrilege on the altar of burnt offering. They also built altars in 
the surrounding towns of Judah, and offered incense at the doors of the houses and 
in the streets. The books of the law that they found they tore to pieces and burned 
with fire. Anyone found possessing the book of the covenant, or anyone who 
adhered to the law, was condemned to death by decree of the king. They kept using 
violence against Israel, against those who were found month after month in the 
towns. On the twenty-fifth day of the month they offered sacrifice on the altar that 
was on top of the altar of burnt offering. According to the decree, they put to death 
the women who had their children circumcised, and their families and those who 
circumcised them; and they hung the infants from their mothers’ necks.  
  But many in Israel stood firm and were resolved in their hearts not to eat unclean 
food. They chose to die rather than to be defiled by food or to profane the holy 
covenant; and they did die. 
 

Joel 2:28Ñ3:8 -     Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your 
young men shall see visions.  

 Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit.  
  I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns 
of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the 
great and terrible day of the LORD comes. Then everyone who calls on the name of 
the LORD shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those 
who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the 
LORD calls.  

  For then, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and 
Jerusalem, I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, and I will enter into judgment with them there, on account of my 
people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them among the nations. 
They have divided my land, and cast lots for my people, and traded boys for 
prostitutes, and sold girls for wine, and drunk it down.  

  What are you to me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? Are you 
paying me back for something? If you are paying me back, I will turn your deeds 
back upon your own heads swiftly and speedily. For you have taken my silver and my 
gold, and have carried my rich treasures into your temples. You have sold the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks, removing them far from their own 
border. But now I will rouse them to leave the places to which you have sold them, 
and I will turn your deeds back upon your own heads. I will sell your sons and your 
daughters into the hand of the people of Judah, and they will sell them to the 
Sabeans, to a nation far away; for the LORD has spoken.   
 

Rev. 19:11-16 -   Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider is 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.  His eyes 
are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems; and he has a name 
inscribed that no one knows but himself.  He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, 

and his name is called The Word of God.  And the armies of heaven, wearing fine 
linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses.  From his mouth comes 
a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a 
rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the 
Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, “King of kings 
and Lord of lords.” 
 

Matt. 16:13-20 -   Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.”  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Then 
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

A sermon of the second century 

Let us turn to God, who has called us 

The advice I have given about continence is by no means unimportant. If someone 
follow it he will not be sorry: he will save himself and me too, as the giver of this 
advice. It is no small reward, to take a lost and wandering soul and bring it to safety. 
For this is how we can pay God back for creating us, by making sure that whoever 
speaks or listens, speaks or listens in faith and love. 

Let us keep firm in what we believe, in righteousness and holiness, so that we can 
trustingly pray to the God who told us Even while you are still speaking I will answer, Behold, I 
am here. This saying is a sign of a great promise, because it says that God is quicker to 
give than we are to ask. Since we all have a share in his generosity, let us not be 
envious of one another for receiving such great blessings. For just as these words 
bring happiness to those who follow them, so do they bring condemnation to those 
who do not. 

So, brethren, this is no small opportunity for penitence that we have been given. 
Let us take advantage of it, let us turn to God who has called us, while we still have 
time, while we have someone who will receive us. If we renounce these desires and 
we conquer our souls and do not follow their evil impulses, we shall share in Jesus’s 
mercy. But be aware that the day of judgement is coming, a day like a blazing 
furnace, that a part of the heavens and the entire earth like lead melting in a fire, 
and all the deeds of men will be revealed, whether they were hidden or open. 
Therefore almsgiving is good, as penance for sin: fasting is better than prayer but 
almsgiving is better than both. Charity covers a multitude of sins, but prayer done 
with a good conscience liberates us from death. Blessed is anyone who is perfect in 
these ways: for almsgiving lifts the weight of sin. 

So let us do penance wholeheartedly, lest any one of us perish. For if we have been 
commanded to draw people away from the worship of idols, and to teach them, how 
much more important it must be that a soul that already knows God should not 
perish. Let us help one another so that we lead even the weak to goodness, so that 
we may all be saved, may be converted together and guide each other. 

 

Saturday  87, 90        !       136 
 

1 Macc. 2:1-28 -   In those days Mattathias son of John son of Simeon, a priest of 
the family of Joarib, moved from Jerusalem and settled in Modein. He had five 
sons, John surnamed Gaddi, Simon called Thassi, Judas called Maccabeus, Eleazar 



called Avaran, and Jonathan called Apphus. He saw the blasphemies being 
committed in Judah and Jerusalem, and said, “Alas! Why was I born to see this, the 
ruin of my people, the ruin of the holy city, and to live there when it was given over 
to the enemy, the sanctuary given over to aliens?  

 Her temple has become like a person without honor;  
 her glorious vessels have been carried into exile. Her infants have been killed in 
her streets, her youths by the sword of the foe.  
 What nation has not inherited her palaces and has not seized her spoils?  

 All her adornment has been taken away; no longer free, she has become a slave.  
 And see, our holy place, our beauty, and our glory have been laid waste; the 
Gentiles have profaned them.  
 Why should we live any longer?”  
  Then Mattathias and his sons tore their clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourned 
greatly.  
  The king’s officers who were enforcing the apostasy came to the town of Modein to 
make them offer sacrifice. Many from Israel came to them; and Mattathias and his 
sons were assembled. Then the king’s officers spoke to Mattathias as follows: “You 
are a leader, honored and great in this town, and supported by sons and brothers. 
Now be the first to come and do what the king commands, as all the Gentiles and 
the people of Judah and those that are left in Jerusalem have done. Then you and 
your sons will be numbered among the Friends of the king, and you and your sons 
will be honored with silver and gold and many gifts.”  
  But Mattathias answered and said in a loud voice: “Even if all the nations that live 
under the rule of the king obey him, and have chosen to obey his commandments, 
everyone of them abandoning the religion of their ancestors, I and my sons and my 
brothers will continue to live by the covenant of our ancestors. Far be it from us to 
desert the law and the ordinances. We will not obey the king’s words by turning 
aside from our religion to the right hand or to the left.”  
  When he had finished speaking these words, a Jew came forward in the sight of all 
to offer sacrifice on the altar in Modein, according to the king’s command. When 
Mattathias saw it, he burned with zeal and his heart was stirred. He gave vent to 
righteous anger; he ran and killed him on the altar. At the same time he killed the 
king’s officer who was forcing them to sacrifice, and he tore down the altar. Thus he 
burned with zeal for the law, just as Phinehas did against Zimri son of Salu.  

  Then Mattathias cried out in the town with a loud voice, saying: “Let every one 
who is zealous for the law and supports the covenant come out with me!” Then he 
and his sons fled to the hills and left all that they had in the town. 
  

Joel 3:9-17 -     Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare war, stir up the warriors. 
Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up.  
 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; let the 
weakling say, “I am a warrior.”    

    Come quickly, all you nations all around, gather yourselves there. Bring down 
your warriors, O LORD.  
 Let the nations rouse themselves, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat; for 
there I will sit to judge all the neighboring nations.    

    Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the wine press is full. 
The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.    

    Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 
in the valley of decision.  
 The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.    

    The LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the 
heavens and the earth shake. But the LORD is a refuge for his people, a stronghold 
for the people of Israel.    

    So you shall know that I, the LORD your God, dwell in Zion, my holy mountain. 
And Jerusalem shall be holy, and strangers shall never again pass through it.            
 

Rev. 20:1-6 -   Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand 
the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain.  He seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,  and 
threw him into the pit, and locked and sealed it over him, so that he would deceive 
the nations no more, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be let 
out for a little while.  

  Then I saw thrones, and those seated on them were given authority to judge. I also 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for 
the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years.  (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection.  Blessed and holy are 
those who share in the first resurrection. Over these the second death has no 
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him a 
thousand years. 
 

Matt. 16:21-28 -   From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.  And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.”  

  Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.  For what will it 
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give 
in return for their life?  
  “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he will repay everyone for what has been done.  Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 
 
 

 
Proper 28       Week of the Sunday closest to November 16 
 

Sunday 66, 67        !       19, 46 
 

1 Macc. 2:29-43,49-50 -   At that time many who were seeking righteousness and 
justice went down to the wilderness to live there, they, their sons, their wives, and 
their livestock, because troubles pressed heavily upon them. And it was reported to 
the king’s officers, and to the troops in Jerusalem the city of David, that those who 
had rejected the king’s command had gone down to the hiding places in the 
wilderness. Many pursued them, and overtook them; they encamped opposite them 
and prepared for battle against them on the sabbath day. They said to them, 
“Enough of this! Come out and do what the king commands, and you will live.” But 
they said, “We will not come out, nor will we do what the king commands and so 
profane the sabbath day.” Then the enemy quickly attacked them. But they did not 
answer them or hurl a stone at them or block up their hiding places, for they said, 
“Let us all die in our innocence; heaven and earth testify for us that you are killing 
us unjustly.” So they attacked them on the sabbath, and they died, with their wives 
and children and livestock, to the number of a thousand persons.  
  When Mattathias and his friends learned of it, they mourned for them deeply. And 
all said to their neighbors: “If we all do as our kindred have done and refuse to fight 
with the Gentiles for our lives and for our ordinances, they will quickly destroy us 
from the earth.” So they made this decision that day: “Let us fight against anyone 



who comes to attack us on the sabbath day; let us not all die as our kindred died in 
their hiding places.”  
  Then there united with them a company of Hasideans, mighty warriors of Israel, 
all who offered themselves willingly for the law. And all who became fugitives to 
escape their troubles joined them and reinforced them.  
  Now the days drew near for Mattathias to die, and he said to his sons: “Arrogance 
and scorn have now become strong; it is a time of ruin and furious anger. Now, my 
children, show zeal for the law, and give your lives for the covenant of our 
ancestors. 
 

Hab. 1:1Ñ2:1 -   The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.    

    O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you 
“Violence!” and you will not save?  
 Why do you make me see wrong-doing and look at trouble? Destruction and 
violence are before me; strife and contention arise.  
 So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the 
righteous— therefore judgment comes forth perverted.    

    Look at the nations, and see! Be astonished! Be astounded! For a work is being 
done in your days that you would not believe if you were told.  
 For I am rousing the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous nation, who march 
through the breadth of the earth to seize dwellings not their own.  
 Dread and fearsome are they; their justice and dignity proceed from themselves.  
 Their horses are swifter than leopards, more menacing than wolves at dusk; their 
horses charge. Their horsemen come from far away; they fly like an eagle swift to 
devour.  
 They all come for violence, with faces pressing forward; they gather captives like 
sand.  

 At kings they scoff, and of rulers they make sport. They laugh at every fortress, and 
heap up earth to take it.  
 Then they sweep by like the wind; they transgress and become guilty; their own 
might is their god!    

    Are you not from of old, O LORD my God, my Holy One? You shall not die. O 
LORD, you have marked them for judgment; and you, O Rock, have established 
them for punishment.  

 Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, and you cannot look on wrongdoing; why do 
you look on the treacherous, and are silent when the wicked swallow those more 
righteous than they?  
 You have made people like the fish of the sea, like crawling things that have no 
ruler.    

    The enemy brings all of them up with a hook; he drags them out with his net, he 
gathers them in his seine; so he rejoices and exults.  
 Therefore he sacrifices to his net and makes offerings to his seine; for by them his 
portion is lavish, and his food is rich.  

 Is he then to keep on emptying his net, and destroying nations without mercy?    

    I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch 
to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 

Acts 28:14-23 - And so we came to Rome.  The believers from there, when they 
heard of us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On 
seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage.  
  When we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with the soldier 
who was guarding him.  

  Three days later he called together the local leaders of the Jews. When they had 
assembled, he said to them, “Brothers, though I had done nothing against our 
people or the customs of our ancestors, yet I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed 
over to the Romans.  When they had examined me, the Romans wanted to release 
me, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case.  But when the 
Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to the emperor—even though I had no 

charge to bring against my nation.  For this reason therefore I have asked to see you 
and speak with you, since it is for the sake of the hope of Israel that I am bound with 
this chain.”  They replied, “We have received no letters from Judea about you, and 
none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken anything evil about you.  
But we would like to hear from you what you think, for with regard to this sect we 
know that everywhere it is spoken against.”  
   After they had set a day to meet with him, they came to him at his lodgings in great 
numbers. From morning until evening he explained the matter to them, testifying 
to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the law 
of Moses and from the prophets. 
 

Luke 16:1-13 -   Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a 
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his 
property.  So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about 
you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my 
manager any longer.’  Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that 
my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and 
I am ashamed to beg.  I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’  So, summoning his master’s 
debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’  He 
answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it fifty.’  Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and 
make it eighty.’  And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their 
own generation than are the children of light.  And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome 
you into the eternal homes.  
  “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much.  If then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?  And if 
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is 
your own?  No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and 
love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth.” 
 

A commentary of St Augustine on Psalm 95 

Let us not resist the first advent, and the second will not terrify us 

Then all the trees of the forest will exult before the face of the Lord, for he has come, he has come to judge the 
earth. He has come the first time, and he will come again. At his first coming, his 
own voice declared in the gospel: Hereafter you shall see the Son of Man coming upon the clouds. 
What does he mean by hereafter? Does he not mean that the Lord will come at a 
future time when all the nations of the earth will be striking their breasts in grief? 
Previously he came through his preachers, and he filled the whole world. Let us not 
resist his first coming, so that we may not dread the second. 

What then should the Christian do? He ought to use the world, not become its 
slave. And what does this mean? It means having, as though not having. So says the 
Apostle: My brethren, the appointed time is short: from now on let those who have wives live as though 
they had none; and those who mourn as though they were not mourning; and those who rejoice as though they 
were not rejoicing; and those who buy as though they had no goods; and those who deal with this world as 
though they had no dealings with it. For the form of this world is passing away. But I wish you to be without 
anxiety. He who is without anxiety waits without fear until his Lord comes. For what 
sort of love of Christ is it to fear his coming? Brothers, do we not have to blush for 
shame? We love him, yet we fear his coming. Are we really certain that we love him? 
Or do we love our sins more? Therefore let us hate our sins and love him who will 
exact punishment for them. He will come whether we wish it or not. Do not think 



that because he is not coming just now, he will not come at all. He will come, you 
know not when; and provided he finds you prepared, your ignorance of the time of 
his coming will not be held against you.  

All the trees of the forest will exult. He has come the first time, and he will come again to 
judge the earth; he will find those rejoicing who believed in his first coming, for he 
has come.  

He will judge the world with equity and the peoples in his truth. What are equity 
and truth? He will gather together with him for the judgement his chosen ones, but 
the others he will set apart; for he will place some on his right, others on his left. 
What is more equitable, what more true than that they should not themselves expect 
mercy from the judge, who themselves were unwilling to show mercy before the 
judge’s coming. Those, however, who were willing to show mercy will be judged 
with mercy. For it will be said to those placed on his right: Come, blessed of my Father, 
take possession of the kingdom which has been prepared for you from the beginning of the world. And he 
reckons to their account their works of mercy: For I was hungry and you gave me food to eat; I 
was thirsty and you gave me drink. 

What is imputed to those placed on his left side? That they refused to show mercy. 
And where will they go? Depart into the everlasting fire. The hearing of this condemnation 
will cause much wailing. But what has another psalm said? The just man will be held in 
everlasting remembrance; he will not fear the evil report. What is the evil report? Depart into the 
everlasting fire, which was prepared for the devil and his angels. Whoever rejoices to hear the good 
report will not fear the bad. This is equity, this is truth.  

Or do you, because you are unjust, expect the judge not to be just? Or because you 
are a liar, will the truthful one not be true? Rather, if you wish to receive mercy, be 
merciful before he comes; forgive whatever has been done against you; give of your 
abundance. Of whose possessions do you give, if not from his? If you were to give of 
your own, it would be largess; but since you give of his, it is restitution. For what do 
you have, that you have not received? These are the sacrifices most pleasing to God: mercy, 
humility, praise, peace, charity. Such as these, then, let us bring and, free from 
fear, we shall await the coming of the judge who will judge the world in equity and the peoples 
in his truth. 

 

Monday 89:1-18        !       89:19-52 
 

1 Macc. 3:1-24 -   Then his son Judas, who was called Maccabeus, took command in 
his place. All his brothers and all who had joined his father helped him; they gladly 
fought for Israel.  

 He extended the glory of his people. Like a giant he put on his breastplate; he 
bound on his armor of war and waged battles, protecting the camp by his sword.  
 He was like a lion in his deeds, like a lion’s cub roaring for prey.  
 He searched out and pursued those who broke the law; he burned those who 
troubled his people.  
 Lawbreakers shrank back for fear of him; all the evildoers were confounded; and 
deliverance prospered by his hand.  
 He embittered many kings, but he made Jacob glad by his deeds, and his memory is 
blessed forever.  
 He went through the cities of Judah; he destroyed the ungodly out of the land; thus 
he turned away wrath from Israel.  
 He was renowned to the ends of the earth; he gathered in those who were 
perishing.  

  Apollonius now gathered together Gentiles and a large force from Samaria to fight 
against Israel. When Judas learned of it, he went out to meet him, and he defeated 
and killed him. Many were wounded and fell, and the rest fled. Then they seized 
their spoils; and Judas took the sword of Apollonius, and used it in battle the rest of 
his life.  

  When Seron, the commander of the Syrian army, heard that Judas had gathered a 
large company, including a body of faithful soldiers who stayed with him and went 
out to battle, he said, “I will make a name for myself and win honor in the 
kingdom. I will make war on Judas and his companions, who scorn the king’s 
command.” Once again a strong army of godless men went up with him to help 
him, to take vengeance on the Israelites.  
  When he approached the ascent of Beth-horon, Judas went out to meet him with a 
small company. But when they saw the army coming to meet them, they said to 
Judas, “How can we, few as we are, fight against so great and so strong a multitude? 
And we are faint, for we have eaten nothing today.” Judas replied, “It is easy for 
many to be hemmed in by few, for in the sight of Heaven there is no difference 
between saving by many or by few. It is not on the size of the army that victory in 
battle depends, but strength comes from Heaven. They come against us in great 
insolence and lawlessness to destroy us and our wives and our children, and to 
despoil us; but we fight for our lives and our laws. He himself will crush them 
before us; as for you, do not be afraid of them.”  
  When he finished speaking, he rushed suddenly against Seron and his army, and 
they were crushed before him. They pursued them down the descent of Beth-horon 
to the plain; eight hundred of them fell, and the rest fled into the land of the 
Philistines. 
 

Hab. 2:1-4,9-20 -     I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the 
rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will answer 
concerning my complaint.  
 Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, 
so that a runner may read it.  
 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not 
lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay.  

 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their 
faith.  

    “Alas for you who get evil gain for your houses, setting your nest on high to be 
safe from the reach of harm!”  
 You have devised shame for your house by cutting off many peoples; you have 
forfeited your life.  
 The very stones will cry out from the wall, and the plaster will respond from the 
woodwork.    

    “Alas for you who build a town by bloodshed, and found a city on iniquity!”  
 Is it not from the LORD of hosts that peoples labor only to feed the flames, and 
nations weary themselves for nothing?  
 But the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the 
waters cover the sea.    

    “Alas for you who make your neighbors drink, pouring out your wrath until they 
are drunk, in order to gaze on their nakedness!”  
 You will be sated with contempt instead of glory. Drink, you yourself, and stagger! 
The cup in the LORD’S right hand will come around to you, and shame will come 
upon your glory!  
 For the violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you; the destruction of the 
animals will terrify you— because of human bloodshed and violence to the earth, to 
cities and all who live in them.    

    What use is an idol once its maker has shaped it— a cast image, a teacher of lies? 
For its maker trusts in what has been made, though the product is only an idol that 
cannot speak!  
 Alas for you who say to the wood, “Wake up!” to silent stone, “Rouse yourself!” 
Can it teach? See, it is gold and silver plated, and there is no breath in it at all.    

    But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him!          
 



Rev. 20:7-15 -   When the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his 
prison and will come out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, in order to gather them for battle; they are as numerous as the 
sands of the sea.  They marched up over the breadth of the earth and surrounded 
the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from heaven and 
consumed them.  And the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of 
fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever.  
  Then I saw a great white throne and the one who sat on it; the earth and the 
heaven fled from his presence, and no place was found for them.  And I saw the 
dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also 
another book was opened, the book of life. And the dead were judged according to 
their works, as recorded in the books.  And the sea gave up the dead that were in it, 
Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and all were judged according 
to what they had done.  Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, the lake of fire;  and anyone whose name was not found 
written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 

Matt. 17:1-13 -   Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother 
John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves.  And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.  
Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.  Then Peter 
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”  
When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.  
But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.”  And 
when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.  
  As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about 
the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  And the 
disciples asked him, “Why, then, do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?”  He 
replied, “Elijah is indeed coming and will restore all things;  but I tell you that 
Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but they did to him 
whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands.”  
Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them about John the Baptist. 
 

The treatise of St Fulgentius of Ruspe on the forgiveness 

Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second death 

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye as the final trumpet sounds, for the trumpet shall indeed sound, the 
dead shall rise incorruptible and we shall be changed. In saying “we,” Paul is indicating that the 
gift of that future change will also be given to those who during their time on earth 
are united to him and his companions by upright lives within the communion of 
the Church. He hints at the nature of the change when he says: This corruptible body must 
put on incorruptibility, this mortal body immortality. In order, then, that men may obtain the 
transformation which is the reward of the just, they must first undergo here on 
earth a change which is God’s free gift. Those who in this life have been changed 
from evil to good are promised that future change as a reward.  

Through justification and the spiritual resurrection, grace now effects in them an 
initial change that is God’s gift. Later on, through the bodily resurrection, the 
transformation of the just will be brought to completion, and they will experience a 
perfect, abiding, unchangeable glorification. The purpose of this change wrought 
in them by the gifts of both justification and glorification is that they may abide in 
an eternal, changeless state of joy.  

Here on earth they are changed by the first resurrection, in which they are 

enlightened and converted, thus passing from death to life, sinfulness to holiness, 
unbelief to faith, and evil actions to holy life. For this reason the second death has 
no power over them. It is of such men that the Book of Revelation says: Happy the man 
who shares in the first resurrection; over such as he the second death has no power. Elsewhere the same 
book says: He who overcomes shall not be harmed by the second death. As the first resurrection 
consists of the conversion of the heart, the second death consists of unending 
torment. 

Let everyone, therefore, who does not wish to be condemned to the endless 
punishment of the second death now hasten to share in the first resurrection. For if 
any during this life are changed out of fear of God and pass from an evil life to a 
good one, they pass from death to life and later they shall be transformed from a 
shameful state to a glorious one. 
 

Tuesday 97, 99, [100]        !       94, [95] 
 

1 Macc. 3:25-41 - Then Judas and his brothers began to be feared, and terror fell 
on the Gentiles all around them. His fame reached the king, and the Gentiles talked 
of the battles of Judas.  

  When King Antiochus heard these reports, he was greatly angered; and he sent and 
gathered all the forces of his kingdom, a very strong army. He opened his coffers 
and gave a year’s pay to his forces, and ordered them to be ready for any need. Then 
he saw that the money in the treasury was exhausted, and that the revenues from the 
country were small because of the dissension and disaster that he had caused in the 
land by abolishing the laws that had existed from the earliest days. He feared that he 
might not have such funds as he had before for his expenses and for the gifts that he 
used to give more lavishly than preceding kings. He was greatly perplexed in mind; 
then he determined to go to Persia and collect the revenues from those regions and 
raise a large fund.  
  He left Lysias, a distinguished man of royal lineage, in charge of the king’s affairs 
from the river Euphrates to the borders of Egypt. Lysias was also to take care of his 
son Antiochus until he returned. And he turned over to Lysias half of his forces and 
the elephants, and gave him orders about all that he wanted done. As for the 
residents of Judea and Jerusalem, Lysias was to send a force against them to wipe 
out and destroy the strength of Israel and the remnant of Jerusalem; he was to 
banish the memory of them from the place, settle aliens in all their territory, and 
distribute their land by lot. Then the king took the remaining half of his forces and 
left Antioch his capital in the one hundred and forty-seventh year. He crossed the 
Euphrates river and went through the upper provinces.  
  Lysias chose Ptolemy son of Dorymenes, and Nicanor and Gorgias, able men 
among the Friends of the king, and sent with them forty thousand infantry and 
seven thousand cavalry to go into the land of Judah and destroy it, as the king had 
commanded. So they set out with their entire force, and when they arrived they 
encamped near Emmaus in the plain. When the traders of the region heard what 
was said to them, they took silver and gold in immense amounts, and fetters, and 
went to the camp to get the Israelites for slaves. And forces from Syria and the land 
of the Philistines joined with them. 
 

Hab. 3:1-18 -   A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk according to Shigionoth.    

    O LORD, I have heard of your renown, and I stand in awe, O LORD, of your 
work. In our own time revive it; in our own time make it known; in wrath may you 
remember mercy.  
 God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah His glory covered 
the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise.  

 The brightness was like the sun; rays came forth from his hand, where his power lay 
hidden.  

 Before him went pestilence, and plague followed close behind.  



 He stopped and shook the earth; he looked and made the nations tremble. The 
eternal mountains were shattered; along his ancient pathways the everlasting hills 
sank low.  

 I saw the tents of Cushan under affliction; the tent-curtains of the land of Midian 
trembled.  
 Was your wrath against the rivers, O LORD? Or your anger against the rivers, or 
your rage against the sea, when you drove your horses, your chariots to victory?  
 You brandished your naked bow, sated were the arrows at your command. Selah 
You split the earth with rivers.  
 The mountains saw you, and writhed; a torrent of water swept by; the deep gave 
forth its voice. The sun raised high its hands;  

 the moon stood still in its exalted place, at the light of your arrows speeding by, at 
the gleam of your flashing spear.  
 In fury you trod the earth, in anger you trampled nations.  
 You came forth to save your people, to save your anointed. You crushed the head 
of the wicked house, laying it bare from foundation to roof. Selah 

 You pierced with his own arrows the head of his warriors, who came like a 
whirlwind to scatter us, gloating as if ready to devour the poor who were in hiding.  
 You trampled the sea with your horses, churning the mighty waters.    

    I hear, and I tremble within; my lips quiver at the sound. Rottenness enters into 
my bones, and my steps tremble beneath me. I wait quietly for the day of calamity to 
come upon the people who attack us.    

    Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the 
produce of the olive fails and the fields yield no food; though the flock is cut off 
from the fold and there is no herd in the stalls,  

 yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will exult in the God of my salvation. 
 

Rev. 21:1-8 -   Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  “See, 
the home of God is among mortals.  He will dwell with them as their God;  they will 
be his peoples,  and God himself will be with them;  

 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more;  mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more,  for the first things have passed away.”  
  And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  Then he said 
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To 
the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.  Those who 
conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children.  But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the murderers, the 
fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place will be in the lake 
that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 
 

Matt. 17:14-21 -   When they came to the crowd, a man came to him, knelt before 
him,  and said, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers 
terribly; he often falls into the fire and often into the water.  And I brought him to 
your disciples, but they could not cure him.”  Jesus answered, “You faithless and 
perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you? How much longer must 
I put up with you? Bring him here to me.”  And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it 
came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly.  Then the disciples came to Jesus 
privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”  He said to them, “Because of 
your little faith. For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you 
will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing 
will be impossible for you.” 
 

A discourse by St Andrew of Crete 

Behold, your king is coming to you, the Holy One, the Savior 

Let us say to Christ: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the king of Israel. Let us hold 
before him like palm branches those final words inscribed above the cross. Let us 
show him honour, not with olive branches but with the splendour of merciful deeds 
to one another. Let us spread the thoughts and desires of our hearts under his feet 
like garments, so that entering us with the whole of his being, he may draw the 
whole of our being into himself and place the whole of his in us. Let us say to Zion 
in the words of the prophet: Have courage, daughter of Zion, do not be afraid. 
Behold, your king comes to you, humble and mounted on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden. 

He is coming who is everywhere present and pervades all things; he is coming to 
achieve in you his work of universal salvation. He is coming who came to call to repentance 
not the righteous but sinners, coming to recall those who have strayed into sin. Do not be 
afraid, then: God is in the midst of you, and you shall not be shaken. 

Receive him with open, outstretched hands, for it was on his own hands that he 
sketched you. Receive him who laid your foundations on the palms of his hands. 
Receive him, for he took upon himself all that belongs to us except sin, to consume 
what is ours in what is his. Be glad, city of Zion, our mother, and fear not. Celebrate 
your feasts. Glorify him for his mercy, who has come to us in you. Rejoice 
exceedingly, daughter of Jerusalem, sing and leap for joy. Be enlightened, be enlightened, 
we cry to you, as holy Isaiah trumpeted, for the light has come to you and the glory of the Lord has 
risen over you. 

What kind of light is this? It is that which enlightens every man coming into the world. It is the 
everlasting light, the timeless light revealed in time, the light manifested in the flesh 
although hidden by nature, the light that shone round the shepherds and guided the 
Magi. It is the light that was in the world from the beginning, through which the 
world was made, yet the world did not know it. It is that light which came to its own, 
and its own people did not receive it. 

And what is this glory of the Lord? Clearly it is the cross on which Christ was glorified, 
he, the radiance of the Father’s glory, even as he said when he faced his passion: Now 
is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him, and will glorify him at once. The glory of which 
he speaks here is his lifting up on the cross, for Christ’s glory is his cross and his 
exultation upon it, as he plainly says: When I have been lifted up, I will draw all men to myself. 

 

Wednesday  101, 109:1-4(5-19)20-30        !       119:121-144 
 

1 Macc. 3:42-60 -   Now Judas and his brothers saw that misfortunes had increased 
and that the forces were encamped in their territory. They also learned what the 
king had commanded to do to the people to cause their final destruction. But they 
said to one another, “Let us restore the ruins of our people, and fight for our 
people and the sanctuary.” So the congregation assembled to be ready for battle, 
and to pray and ask for mercy and compassion.  
 Jerusalem was uninhabited like a wilderness; not one of her children went in or 
out. The sanctuary was trampled down, and aliens held the citadel; it was a lodging 
place for the Gentiles. Joy was taken from Jacob; the flute and the harp ceased to 
play.  
  Then they gathered together and went to Mizpah, opposite Jerusalem, because 
Israel formerly had a place of prayer in Mizpah. They fasted that day, put on 
sackcloth and sprinkled ashes on their heads, and tore their clothes. And they 
opened the book of the law to inquire into those matters about which the Gentiles 
consulted the likenesses of their gods. They also brought the vestments of the 
priesthood and the first fruits and the tithes, and they stirred up the nazirites who 
had completed their days; and they cried aloud to Heaven, saying, “What shall we do 
with these? Where shall we take them?  



 Your sanctuary is trampled down and profaned, and your priests mourn in 
humiliation.  

 Here the Gentiles are assembled against us to destroy us; you know what they plot 
against us.  

 How will we be able to withstand them, if you do not help us?”  

  Then they sounded the trumpets and gave a loud shout. After this Judas appointed 
leaders of the people, in charge of thousands and hundreds and fifties and tens. 
Those who were building houses, or were about to be married, or were planting a 
vineyard, or were fainthearted, he told to go home again, according to the law. 
Then the army marched out and encamped to the south of Emmaus.  

  And Judas said, “Arm yourselves and be courageous. Be ready early in the morning 
to fight with these Gentiles who have assembled against us to destroy us and our 
sanctuary. It is better for us to die in battle than to see the misfortunes of our 
nation and of the sanctuary. But as his will in heaven may be, so shall he do.” 
 

Mal. 1:1-14 -     An oracle. The word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.  
  I have loved you, says the LORD. But you say, “How have you loved us?” Is not 
Esau Jacob’s brother? says the LORD. Yet I have loved Jacob but I have hated Esau; 
I have made his hill country a desolation and his heritage a desert for jackals. If 
Edom says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the LORD of hosts 
says: They may build, but I will tear down, until they are called the wicked country, 
the people with whom the LORD is angry forever. Your own eyes shall see this, and 
you shall say, “Great is the LORD beyond the borders of Israel!”  
  A son honors his father, and servants their master. If then I am a father, where is 
the honor due me? And if I am a master, where is the respect due me? says the 
LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. You say, “How have we 
despised your name?” By offering polluted food on my altar. And you say, “How 
have we polluted it?” By thinking that the LORD’S table may be despised. When you 
offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not wrong? And when you offer those that 
are lame or sick, is that not wrong? Try presenting that to your governor; will he be 
pleased with you or show you favor? says the LORD of hosts. And now implore the 
favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. The fault is yours. Will he show favor to 
any of you? says the LORD of hosts. Oh, that someone among you would shut the 
temple doors, so that you would not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no 
pleasure in you, says the LORD of hosts, and I will not accept an offering from your 
hands. For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name is great among the 
nations, and in every place incense is offered to my name, and a pure offering; for 
my name is great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts. But you profane it 
when you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, and the food for it may be despised. 
“What a weariness this is,” you say, and you sniff at me, says the LORD of hosts. 
You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as 
your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the LORD. Cursed be the 
cheat who has a male in the flock and vows to give it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord 
what is blemished; for I am a great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name is 
reverenced among the nations.        
 

Rev. 21:9-21 -   Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the 
seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife 
of the Lamb.”  And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.  It has the 
glory of God and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal.  It has 
a great, high wall with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates 
are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of the Israelites;  on the east three gates, 
on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates.  And 
the wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb.  

  The angel who talked to me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its 
gates and walls.  The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width; and he 

measured the city with his rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and 
height are equal.  He also measured its wall, one hundred forty-four cubits by 
human measurement, which the angel was using.  The wall is built of jasper, while 
the city is pure gold, clear as glass.  The foundations of the wall of the city are 
adorned with every jewel; the first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, 
the fourth emerald,  the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the 
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the 
twelfth amethyst.  And the twelve gates are twelve pearls, each of the gates is a single 
pearl, and the street of the city is pure gold, transparent as glass. 
 

Matt. 17:22-27 -   As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son 
of Man is going to be betrayed into human hands,  and they will kill him, and on 
the third day he will be raised.” And they were greatly distressed.  
  When they reached Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came to Peter and 
said, “Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?”  He said, “Yes, he does.” And 
when he came home, Jesus spoke of it first, asking, “What do you think, Simon? 
From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tribute? From their children or from 
others?”  When Peter said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the children 
are free.  However, so that we do not give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a 
hook; take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find 
a coin; take that and give it to them for you and me.”   
 

A sermon by St Augustine 

The heart of the just man will rejoice in the Lord 

The just man will rejoice in the Lord and put his hope in him; the hearts of all good men will be filled with joy. 
We must surely have sung these words with our hearts as well as with our voices. 
Indeed, the tongue of the Christian expresses his deepest feelings when it addresses 
such words to God. The just man will rejoice, not in the world, but in the Lord. Light has 
dawned for the just, Scripture says in another place, and joy for the upright of heart. Were you 
wondering what reason he has for joy? Here you are told: The just man will rejoice in the 
Lord. Another text runs: Delight in the Lord, and he will give you your heartÕs desires. 

What are we instructed to do then, and what are we enabled to do? To rejoice in the 
Lord. But who can rejoice in something he does not see? Am I suggesting that we 
see the Lord then? No, but we have been promised that we shall see him. Now, as 
long as we are in the body, we walk by faith, for we are absent from the Lord. We walk by faith, and 
not by sight. When will it be by sight? Beloved, says John, we are now the sons of God; what 
we shall be has not yet been revealed, but we know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, because we 
shall see him as he is. When this prophecy is fulfilled, then it will be by sight. 

That will be the great joy, the supreme joy, joy in all its fullness. Then we shall no 
longer drink the milk of hope, but we shall feed on the reality itself. Nevertheless, 
even now, before that vision comes to us, or before we come to that vision, let us 
rejoice in the Lord; for it is no small reason for rejoicing to have a hope that will 
some day be fulfilled. 

Therefore, since the hope we now have inspires love, the just man rejoices, Scripture 
says, in the Lord; but because he does not yet see, it immediately goes on to say, and 
hopes in him. 

Yet already we have the first fruits of the Spirit, and have we not also other reasons 
for rejoicing? For we are drawing near to the one we love, and not only are we 
drawing near – we even have some slight feeling and taste of the banquet we shall 
one day eagerly eat and drink. 

But how can we rejoice in the Lord if he is far from us? Pray God he may not be 
far. If he is, that is your doing. Love, and he will draw near; love, and he will dwell 
within you. The Lord is at hand; have no anxiety. Are you puzzled to know how it is that he 
will be with you if you love? God is love. 



“What do you mean by love?” you will ask me. It is that which enables us to be 
loving. What do we love? A good that words cannot describe, a good that is for ever 
giving, a good that is the Creator of all good. Delight in him from whom you have 
received everything that delights you. But in that I do not include sin, for sin is the 
one thing that you do not receive from him. With that one exception, everything 
you have comes from him. 

 

Thursday   105:1-22        !       105:23-45 
 

1 Macc. 4:1-25 -   Now Gorgias took five thousand infantry and one thousand 
picked cavalry, and this division moved out by night to fall upon the camp of the 
Jews and attack them suddenly. Men from the citadel were his guides. But Judas 
heard of it, and he and his warriors moved out to attack the king’s force in Emmaus 
while the division was still absent from the camp. When Gorgias entered the camp 
of Judas by night, he found no one there, so he looked for them in the hills, 
because he said, “These men are running away from us.”  
  At daybreak Judas appeared in the plain with three thousand men, but they did not 
have armor and swords such as they desired. And they saw the camp of the Gentiles, 
strong and fortified, with cavalry all around it; and these men were trained in war. 
But Judas said to those who were with him, “Do not fear their numbers or be afraid 
when they charge. Remember how our ancestors were saved at the Red Sea, when 
Pharaoh with his forces pursued them. And now, let us cry to Heaven, to see 
whether he will favor us and remember his covenant with our ancestors and crush 
this army before us today. Then all the Gentiles will know that there is one who 
redeems and saves Israel.”  
  When the foreigners looked up and saw them coming against them, they went out 
from their camp to battle. Then the men with Judas blew their trumpets and 
engaged in battle. The Gentiles were crushed, and fled into the plain, and all those 
in the rear fell by the sword. They pursued them to Gazara, and to the plains of 
Idumea, and to Azotus and Jamnia; and three thousand of them fell. Then Judas 
and his force turned back from pursuing them, and he said to the people, “Do not 
be greedy for plunder, for there is a battle before us; Gorgias and his force are near 
us in the hills. But stand now against our enemies and fight them, and afterward 
seize the plunder boldly.”  
  Just as Judas was finishing this speech, a detachment appeared, coming out of the 
hills. They saw that their army had been put to flight, and that the Jews were 
burning the camp, for the smoke that was seen showed what had happened. When 
they perceived this, they were greatly frightened, and when they also saw the army of 
Judas drawn up in the plain for battle, they all fled into the land of the Philistines. 
Then Judas returned to plunder the camp, and they seized a great amount of gold 
and silver, and cloth dyed blue and sea purple, and great riches. On their return 
they sang hymns and praises to Heaven-“For he is good, for his mercy endures 
forever.” Thus Israel had a great deliverance that day. 
 

Mal. 2:1-16 -   And now, O priests, this command is for you. If you will not listen, 
if you will not lay it to heart to give glory to my name, says the LORD of hosts, then 
I will send the curse on you and I will curse your blessings; indeed I have already 
cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart. I will rebuke your offspring, and 
spread dung on your faces, the dung of your offerings, and I will put you out of my 
presence.  
  Know, then, that I have sent this command to you, that my covenant with Levi may 
hold, says the LORD of hosts. My covenant with him was a covenant of life and 
well-being, which I gave him; this called for reverence, and he revered me and 
stood in awe of my name. True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was 
found on his lips. He walked with me in integrity and uprightness, and he turned 
many from iniquity. For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people 
should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the LORD of 
hosts. But you have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by 

your instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, 
and so I make you despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you have 
not kept my ways but have shown partiality in your instruction.  
  Have we not all one father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless 
to one another, profaning the covenant of our ancestors? Judah has been faithless, 
and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has 
profaned the sanctuary of the LORD, which he loves, and has married the daughter 
of a foreign god. May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob anyone who does 
this—any to witness or answer, or to bring an offering to the LORD of hosts.  

  And this you do as well: You cover the LORD’S altar with tears, with weeping and 
groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor at your 
hand. You ask, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was a witness between you 
and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your 
companion and your wife by covenant. Did not one God make her? Both flesh and 
spirit are his. And what does the one God desire? Godly offspring. So look to 
yourselves, and do not let anyone be faithless to the wife of his youth. For I hate 
divorce, says the LORD, the God of Israel, and covering one’s garment with 
violence, says the LORD of hosts. So take heed to yourselves and do not be faithless.          
 

Rev. 21:22-22:5 -   I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb.  And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, 
for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will walk by 
its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  Its gates will never 
be shut by day—and there will be no night there.  People will bring into it the glory 
and the honor of the nations.  But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who 
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life.  

  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the 
city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations.  Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him;  they will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  And there will be no more night; 
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 
reign forever and ever. 
 

Matt. 18:1-9 -   At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  He called a child, whom he put among them,  
and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever becomes humble like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me.  

  “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in 
me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck 
and you were drowned in the depth of the sea.  Woe to the world because of 
stumbling blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one 
by whom the stumbling block comes!  

  “If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is 
better for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and 
to be thrown into the eternal fire.  And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out 
and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes 
and to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
 



St Gregory of Nyssa's commentary on the Song of Songs 

A prayer to the Good Shepherd 

Where are you pasturing your flock, O good Shepherd, who carry the whole flock 
on your shoulders? (for the whole of human nature is one sheep and you have lifted 
it onto your shoulders). Show me the place of peace, lead me to the good grass that 
will nourish me, call me by name so that I, your sheep, hear your voice, and by your 
speech give me eternal life. Answer me, you whom my soul loves. 

I give you the name ‘you whom my soul loves’ because your name is above every 
name and above all understanding and there is no rational nature that can utter it 
or comprehend it. Therefore your name, by which your goodness is known, is 
simply the love my soul has for you. How could I not love you, when you loved me 
so much, even though I was black, that you laid down your life for the sheep of your 
flock? A greater love cannot be imagined, than exchanging your life for my 
salvation. 

Show me then (my soul says) where you pasture your flock, so that I can find that 
saving pasture too, and fill myself with the food of heaven without which no-one 
can come to eternal life, and run to the spring and fill myself with the drink of 
God. You give it, as from a spring, to those who thirst – water pouring from your 
side cut open by the lance, water that, to whoever drinks it, is a spring of water welling up 
to eternal life. 

If you lead me to pasture here, you will make me lie down at noon, sleeping at peace 
and taking my rest in light unstained by any shade. For the noon has no shade and 
the sun stands far above the mountain peaks. You bring your flock to lie in this light 
when you bring your children to rest with you in your bed. But no-one can be 
judged worthy of this noonday rest who is not a child of light and a child of the day. 
Whoever has separated himself equally from the shadows of evening and morning, 
from where evil begins and evil ends, at noon he will lie down and the sun of 
righteousness will shine on him. 

Show me, then (my soul says), how I should sleep and how I should graze, and 
where the path is to my noonday rest. Do not let me fall away from your flock 
because of ignorance, and find myself one of a flock of sheep that are not yours. 

Thus my soul spoke, when she was anxious about the beauty that God’s care had 
given her and wanted to know how she could keep this good fortune for ever. 

 

Friday  102        !       107:1-32 
 

1 Macc. 4:36-59 -   Then Judas and his brothers said, “See, our enemies are 
crushed; let us go up to cleanse the sanctuary and dedicate it.” So all the army 
assembled and went up to Mount Zion. There they saw the sanctuary desolate, the 
altar profaned, and the gates burned. In the courts they saw bushes sprung up as in 
a thicket, or as on one of the mountains. They saw also the chambers of the priests 
in ruins. Then they tore their clothes and mourned with great lamentation; they 
sprinkled themselves with ashes and fell face down on the ground. And when the 
signal was given with the trumpets, they cried out to Heaven.  
  Then Judas detailed men to fight against those in the citadel until he had cleansed 
the sanctuary. He chose blameless priests devoted to the law, and they cleansed the 
sanctuary and removed the defiled stones to an unclean place. They deliberated 
what to do about the altar of burnt offering, which had been profaned. And they 
thought it best to tear it down, so that it would not be a lasting shame to them that 
the Gentiles had defiled it. So they tore down the altar, and stored the stones in a 
convenient place on the temple hill until a prophet should come to tell what to do 
with them. Then they took unhewn stones, as the law directs, and built a new altar 
like the former one. They also rebuilt the sanctuary and the interior of the temple, 

and consecrated the courts. They made new holy vessels, and brought the 
lampstand, the altar of incense, and the table into the temple. Then they offered 
incense on the altar and lit the lamps on the lampstand, and these gave light in the 
temple. They placed the bread on the table and hung up the curtains. Thus they 
finished all the work they had undertaken.  
  Early in the morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, which is the 
month of Chislev, in the one hundred forty-eighth year, they rose and offered 
sacrifice, as the law directs, on the new altar of burnt offering that they had built. At 
the very season and on the very day that the Gentiles had profaned it, it was 
dedicated with songs and harps and lutes and cymbals. All the people fell on their 
faces and worshiped and blessed Heaven, who had prospered them. So they 
celebrated the dedication of the altar for eight days, and joyfully offered burnt 
offerings; they offered a sacrifice of well-being and a thanksgiving offering. They 
decorated the front of the temple with golden crowns and small shields; they 
restored the gates and the chambers for the priests, and fitted them with doors. 
There was very great joy among the people, and the disgrace brought by the Gentiles 
was removed.  
  Then Judas and his brothers and all the assembly of Israel determined that every 
year at that season the days of dedication of the altar should be observed with joy 
and gladness for eight days, beginning with the twenty-fifth day of the month of 
Chislev. 

Mal. 3:1-12 -   See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But 
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he 
is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering 
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years.  
  Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear witness against 
the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 
who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow and the orphan, against 
those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.  

  For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not 
perished. Ever since the days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my 
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the 
LORD of hosts. But you say, “How shall we return?”  

  Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, “How are we robbing 
you?” In your tithes and offerings! You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing 
me—the whole nation of you! Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there 
may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if 
I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an 
overflowing blessing. I will rebuke the locust for you, so that it will not destroy the 
produce of your soil; and your vine in the field shall not be barren, says the LORD 
of hosts. Then all nations will count you happy, for you will be a land of delight, 
says the LORD of hosts.          
 

Rev. 22:6-13 -   And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true, for the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants 
what must soon take place.”  
  “See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of 
this book.”  

  I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw 
them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me;  but he 
said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your 
comrades the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship 
God!”  



  And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the 
time is near.  Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the 
righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”  
  “See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s 
work.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end.” 
 

Matt. 18:10-20 -   “Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I 
tell you, in heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven.  
What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the 
one that went astray?  And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more 
than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.  So it is not the will of your Father 
in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.  

  “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one.  But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that 
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  If the 
member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  Again, truly I tell you, if two of you 
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven.  For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

The treatise of St John Eudes on the kingdom of Jesus 

The mystery of Christ in us and in the Church 

We must strive to follow and fulfil in ourselves the various stages of Christ’s plan as 
well as his mysteries, and frequently beg him to bring them to completion in us and 
in the whole Church. For the mysteries of Jesus are not yet completely perfected 
and fulfilled. They are complete, indeed, in the person of Jesus, but not in us, who 
are his members, nor in the Church, which is his mystical body. The Son of God 
wills to give us a share in his mysteries and somehow to extend them to us. He wills 
to continue them in us and in his universal Church. This is brought about first 
through the graces he has resolved to impart to us and then through the works he 
wishes to accomplish in us through these mysteries. This is his plan for fulfilling his 
mysteries in us.  

For this reason Saint Paul says that Christ is being brought to fulfilment in his 
Church and that all of us contribute to this fulfilment, and thus he achieves the 
fullness of life, that is, the mystical stature that he has in his mystical body, which will 
reach completion only on judgement day. In another place Paul says: I complete in my 
own flesh what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ.  

This is the plan by which the Son of God completes and fulfils in us all the various 
stages and mysteries. He desires us to perfect the mystery of his incarnation and 
birth by forming himself in us and being reborn in our souls through the blessed 
sacraments of baptism and the eucharist. He fulfils his hidden life in us, hidden with 
him in God.  

He intends to perfect the mysteries of his passion, death and resurrection, by 
causing us to suffer, die and rise again with him and in him. Finally, he wishes to 
fulfil in us the state of his glorious and immortal life, when he will cause us to live a 
glorious, eternal life with him and in him in heaven.  

In the same way he would complete and fulfil in us and in his Church his other 
stages and mysteries. He wants to give us a share in them and to accomplish and 
continue them in us. So it is that the mysteries of Christ will not be completed until 

the end of time, because he has arranged that the completion of his mysteries in us 
and in the Church will only be achieved at the end of time. 
 

Saturday  107:33-43, 108:1-6(7-13)        !       33 
 

Isa. 65:17-25 -    For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former 
things shall not be remembered or come to mind.  
 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create 
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.  
 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of 
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress.  
 No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person 
who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be 
considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered 
accursed.  
 They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their 
fruit.  

 They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for 
like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy 
the work of their hands.  

 They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be 
offspring blessed by the LORD- and their descendants as well.  
 Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear.  
 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but 
the serpent-its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain, says the LORD.   
 

Mal. 3:13Ñ4:6 -   You have spoken harsh words against me, says the LORD. Yet 
you say, “How have we spoken against you?” You have said, “It is vain to serve God. 
What do we profit by keeping his command or by going about as mourners before 
the LORD of hosts? Now we count the arrogant happy; evildoers not only prosper, 
but when they put God to the test they escape.”  
  Then those who revered the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD took note 
and listened, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who 
revered the LORD and thought on his name. They shall be mine, says the LORD of 
hosts, my special possession on the day when I act, and I will spare them as parents 
spare their children who serve them. Then once more you shall see the difference 
between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who 
does not serve him.  
  See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of 
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who revere my 
name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out 
leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will 
be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.  
  Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I 
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.  
  Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the 
LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of 
children to their parents, so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse.  
 

Rev. 22:14-21 -   Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the 
right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates.  Outside are the dogs and 
sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood.  
   “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am 
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  
 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 

 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 



 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 

 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.  
  I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds 
to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book;  if anyone 
takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that 
person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this 
book.  

  The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  

 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 

Matt. 18:21-35 -   Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of 
the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  
Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  

  “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves.  When he began the reckoning, one who owed him 
ten thousand talents was brought to him;  and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 
payment to be made.  So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’  And out of pity for him, the lord 
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  But that same slave, as he went 
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  Then his fellow slave fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.  
When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me.  Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’  And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 
would pay his entire debt.  So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 
A commentary of St Augustine on Psalm 32 

Sing to God in jubilation 

Praise the Lord with the lyre, make melody to him with the harp of ten strings! Sing to him a new song. Rid 
yourself of what is old and worn out, for you know a new song. A new man, a new 
covenant; a new song. This new song does not belong to the old man. Only the new 
man learns it: the man restored from his fallen condition through the grace of God, 
and now sharing in the new covenant, that is, the kingdom of heaven. To it all our 
love now aspires and sings a new song. Let us sing a new song not with our lips but 
with our lives.  

Sing to him a new song, sing to him with joyful melody. Every one of us tries to discover how to 
sing to God. You must sing to him, but you must sing well. He does not want your 
voice to come harshly to his ears, so sing well, brothers! 

If you were asked, “Sing to please this musician,” you would not like to do so 
without having taken some instruction in music, because you would not like to 
offend an expert in the art. An untrained listener does not notice the faults a 
musician would point out to you. Who, then, will offer to sing well for God, the 
great artist whose discrimination is faultless, whose attention is on the minutest 
detail, whose ear nothing escapes? When will you be able to offer him a perfect 
performance that you will in no way displease such a supremely discerning listener? 

See how he himself provides you with a way of singing. Do not search for words, as 
if you could find a lyric which would give God pleasure. Sing to him “with songs of 

joy.” This is singing well to God, just singing with songs of joy. 

But how is this done? You must first understand that words cannot express the 
things that are sung by the heart. Take the case of people singing while harvesting in 
the fields or in the vineyards or when any other strenuous work is in progress. 
Although they begin by giving expression to their happiness in sung words, yet 
shortly there is a change. As if so happy that words can no longer express what they 
feel, they discard the restricting syllables. They burst out into a simple sound of joy, 
of jubilation. Such a cry of joy is a sound signifying that the heart is bringing to 
birth what it cannot utter in words. 

Now, who is more worthy of such a cry of jubilation than God himself, whom all 
words fail to describe? If words will not serve, and yet you must not remain silent, 
what else can you do but cry out for joy? Your heart must rejoice beyond words, 
soaring into an immensity of gladness, unrestrained by syllabic bonds. Sing to him with 
jubilation. 
 
Proper 29       Week of the Sunday closest to November 23 
 

Sunday 118        !       145 
 

Isa. 19:19-25 -   On that day there will be an altar to the LORD in the center of the 
land of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at its border. It will be a sign and a witness 
to the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt; when they cry to the LORD because of 
oppressors, he will send them a savior, and will defend and deliver them. The 
LORD will make himself known to the Egyptians; and the Egyptians will know the 
LORD on that day, and will worship with sacrifice and burnt offering, and they will 
make vows to the LORD and perform them. The LORD will strike Egypt, striking 
and healing; they will return to the LORD, and he will listen to their supplications 
and heal them.  
  On that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian will 
come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with 
the Assyrians.  

  On that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst 
of the earth, whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, “Blessed be Egypt my 
people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel my heritage.” 
 

Zech. 9:9-16 -     Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter 
Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble 
and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and 
the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his 
dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.    

    As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your 
prisoners free from the waterless pit.  
 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore 
to you double.  

 For I have bent Judah as my bow; I have made Ephraim its arrow. I will arouse your 
sons, O Zion, against your sons, O Greece, and wield you like a warrior’s sword.    

    Then the LORD will appear over them, and his arrow go forth like lightning; the 
Lord GOD will sound the trumpet and march forth in the whirlwinds of the south.  

 The LORD of hosts will protect them, and they shall devour and tread down the 
slingers; they shall drink their blood like wine, and be full like a bowl, drenched 
like the corners of the altar.    

    On that day the LORD their God will save them for they are the flock of his 
people; for like the jewels of a crown they shall shine on his land.          
 



Rom. 15:5-13 - May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live 
in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus,  so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
   Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God.  For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs,  and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”;  
and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;  

and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”;  
and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.”  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Luke 19:11-27 -   As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a parable, because 
he was near Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to 
appear immediately.  So he said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal 
power for himself and then return.  He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them 
ten pounds, and said to them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’  But the 
citizens of his country hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not 
want this man to rule over us.’  When he returned, having received royal power, he 
ordered these slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be summoned so that he 
might find out what they had gained by trading.  The first came forward and said, 
‘Lord, your pound has made ten more pounds.’  He said to him, ‘Well done, good 
slave! Because you have been trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten 
cities.’  Then the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has made five pounds.’  
He said to him, ‘And you, rule over five cities.’  Then the other came, saying, 
‘Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth,  for I was afraid of 
you, because you are a harsh man; you take what you did not deposit, and reap what 
you did not sow.’  He said to him, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked 
slave! You knew, did you, that I was a harsh man, taking what I did not deposit and 
reaping what I did not sow?  Why then did you not put my money into the bank? 
Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.’  He said to the 
bystanders, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’  
(And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!’)  ‘I tell you, to all those who have, 
more will be given; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away.  But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over 
them—bring them here and slaughter them in my presence.’” 
 

From a discourse of Origen on prayer 

Thy kingdom come 

The coming of the kingdom of God, says our Lord and Saviour, does not admit of observation, and 
there will be no-one to say ÒLook here! Look there!Ó For the kingdom of God is within us and in our 
hearts. And so it is beyond doubt that whoever prays for the coming of the kingdom 
of God within himself is praying rightly, praying for the kingdom to dawn in him, 
bear fruit and reach perfection.  For God reigns in every saint, and every saint 
obeys God’s spiritual laws — God, who dwells in him just as he dwells in any well-
ordered city. The Father is present in him and in his soul Christ reigns alongside 

the Father, as it is said: We will come to him and make our dwelling with him. 

Therefore, as we continue to move forward without ceasing, the kingdom of God 
within us will reach its perfection in us at that moment when the saying in the 
Apostle is fulfilled, that Christ, His enemies all made subject to Him, shall deliver 
the kingdom to God the Father that God may be All in All.  

For this reason let us pray without ceasing, our souls filled by a desire made divine 
by the Word Himself. Let us pray to our Father in heaven: hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come. 

There is something important that we need to understand about the kingdom of 
God: just as righteousness has no partnership with lawlessness, just as light has nothing in common with 
darkness and Christ has no agreement with Belial, so the kingdom of God and a kingdom of 
sin cannot co-exist. 

So if we want God to reign within us, on no account may sin rule in our mortal body but 
let us mortify our earthly bodies and let us be made fruitful by the Spirit. Then we 
will be a spiritual garden of Eden for God to walk in. God will rule in us with 
Christ who will be seated in us on the right hand of God — God, the spiritual power 
that we pray to receive — until he makes his enemies (who are within us) into his 
footstool and pours out on us all authority, all power, all strength.  

This can happen to any one of us and death, the last enemy may be destroyed, so that in 
us Christ says Death, where is your sting? Death, where is your victory? So let our corruptibility 
be clothed today with holiness and incorruption. With Death dead, let our mortality 
be cloaked in the Father’s immortality. With God ruling in us, let us be immersed 
in the blessings of regeneration and resurrection. 

 

Monday 106:1-18        !       106:19-48 
 

Joel 3:1-2,9-17 -   For then, in those days and at that time, when I restore the 
fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all the nations and bring them down 
to the valley of Jehoshaphat, and I will enter into judgment with them there, on 
account of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them 
among the nations. They have divided my land,  
    Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare war, stir up the warriors. Let all the 
soldiers draw near, let them come up.  

 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into spears; let the 
weakling say, “I am a warrior.”    

    Come quickly, all you nations all around, gather yourselves there. Bring down 
your warriors, O LORD.  
 Let the nations rouse themselves, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat; for 
there I will sit to judge all the neighboring nations.    

    Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the wine press is full. 
The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.    

    Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 
in the valley of decision.  
 The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.    

    The LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the 
heavens and the earth shake. But the LORD is a refuge for his people, a stronghold 
for the people of Israel.    

    So you shall know that I, the LORD your God, dwell in Zion, my holy mountain. 
And Jerusalem shall be holy, and strangers shall never again pass through it.   
 

Zech. 10:1-12 -      Ask rain from the LORD in the season of the spring rain, from 
the LORD who makes the storm clouds, who gives showers of rain to you, the 
vegetation in the field to everyone.  



 For the teraphim utter nonsense, and the diviners see lies; the dreamers tell false 
dreams, and give empty consolation. Therefore the people wander like sheep; they 
suffer for lack of a shepherd.    

    My anger is hot against the shepherds, and I will punish the leaders; for the 
LORD of hosts cares for his flock, the house of Judah, and will make them like his 
proud war horse.  
 Out of them shall come the cornerstone, out of them the tent peg, out of them the 
battle bow, out of them every commander.  
 Together they shall be like warriors in battle, trampling the foe in the mud of the 
streets; they shall fight, for the LORD is with them, and they shall put to shame the 
riders on horses.    

    I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph. I will 
bring them back because I have compassion on them, and they shall be as though I 
had not rejected them; for I am the LORD their God and I will answer them.  
 Then the people of Ephraim shall become like warriors, and their hearts shall be 
glad as with wine. Their children shall see it and rejoice, their hearts shall exult in 
the LORD.    

    I will signal for them and gather them in, for I have redeemed them, and they 
shall be as numerous as they were before.  
 Though I scattered them among the nations, yet in far countries they shall 
remember me, and they shall rear their children and return.  
 I will bring them home from the land of Egypt, and gather them from Assyria; I 
will bring them to the land of Gilead and to Lebanon, until there is no room for 
them.  

 They shall pass through the sea of distress, and the waves of the sea shall be struck 
down, and all the depths of the Nile dried up. The pride of Assyria shall be laid low, 
and the scepter of Egypt shall depart.  
 I will make them strong in the LORD, and they shall walk in his name, says the 
LORD.          
 

1 Pet. 1:1-12 -   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,   To the exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  who have been chosen and 
destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus 
Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood:   May grace and peace be yours in 
abundance.  
  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead,  and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you,  who are being protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you 
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials,  so that 
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy,  for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.  

  Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that was to be 
yours made careful search and inquiry,  inquiring about the person or time that the 
Spirit of Christ within them indicated when it testified in advance to the sufferings 
destined for Christ and the subsequent glory.  It was revealed to them that they were 
serving not themselves but you, in regard to the things that have now been 
announced to you through those who brought you good news by the Holy Spirit sent 
from heaven—things into which angels long to look! 
 

Matt. 19:1-12 -   When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and 
went to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan.  Large crowds followed him, and he 
cured them there.  

  Some Pharisees came to him, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife for any cause?”  He answered, “Have you not read that the one who 
made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’  and said, ‘For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh’?  So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let no one separate.”  They said to him, “Why then 
did Moses command us to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?”  He 
said to them, “It was because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to 
divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.  And I say to you, whoever 
divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another commits adultery.”  
  His disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not 
to marry.”  But he said to them, “Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only 
those to whom it is given.  For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and 
there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs 
who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let 
anyone accept this who can.” 
 

A sermon of Pope St Leo the Great 

Each man's reward will be suited to what he does 

The Lord says: Unless your justice exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. How indeed can justice exceed, unless compassion rises above judgement? 
What is as right or as worthy as a creature, fashioned in the image and likeness of 
God, imitating his Creator who, by the remission of sins, brought about the 
reparation and sanctification of believers? With strict vengeance removed and the 
cessation of all punishment, the guilty man was restored to innocence, and the end 
of wickedness became the beginning of virtue. Can anything be more just than this?  

This is how Christian justice can exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, not by 
cancelling out the law but by rejecting earthly wisdom. This is why, in giving his 
disciples a rule for fasting, the Lord said: Whenever you fast do not become sad like the 
hypocrites. For they disfigure their faces in order to seem to be fasting. Amen I say to you, they have received 
their reward. What reward but that of human praise? Such a desire often puts on a 
mask of justice, for where there is no concern for conscience, untruthful reputation 
gives pleasure. The result is that concealed injustice enjoys a false reputation.  

For the man who loves God it is sufficient to please the one he loves; and there is no 
greater recompense to be sought than the loving itself; for love is from God by the 
very fact that God himself is love. The good and chaste soul is so happy to be filled 
with him that it desires to take delight in nothing else. For what the Lord says is very 
true: Where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. What is a man’s treasure but the 
heaping up of profits and the fruit of his toil? For as a man sows, so will he reap, and each 
man’s gain matches his toil; and where delight and enjoyment are found, there the 
heart’s desire is attached. Now there are many kinds of wealth and a variety of 
grounds for rejoicing; every man’s treasure is that which he desires. If it is based on 
earthly ambitions, its acquisition makes men not blessed but wretched.  

But those who enjoy the things that are above and eternal rather than earthly and 
perishable, possess an incorruptible, hidden store of which the prophet speaks: Our 
treasure and salvation have come, wisdom and instruction and piety from the Lord: these are the treasures of 
justice. Through these, with the help of God’s grace, even earthly possessions are 
transformed into heavenly blessings; it is a fact that many people use the wealth 
which is either rightfully left to them or otherwise acquired, as a tool of devotion. 
By distributing what might be superfluous to support the poor, they are amassing 
imperishable riches, so that what they have discreetly given cannot be subject to loss. 
They have properly placed those riches where their heart is; it is a most blessed 
thing to work to increase such riches rather than to fear that they may pass away. 

 



Tuesday [120], 121, 122, 123        !       124, 125, 126, [127] 
 

Nahum 1:1-13 -   An oracle concerning Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum 
of Elkosh.    

    A jealous and avenging God is the LORD, the LORD is avenging and wrathful; 
the LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries and rages against his enemies.  

 The LORD is slow to anger but great in power, and the LORD will by no means 
clear the guilty.   His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of 
his feet.  

 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, and he dries up all the rivers; Bashan and 
Carmel wither, and the bloom of Lebanon fades.  
 The mountains quake before him, and the hills melt; the earth heaves before him, 
the world and all who live in it.    

    Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the heat of his anger? 
His wrath is poured out like fire, and by him the rocks are broken in pieces.  
 The LORD is good, a stronghold in a day of trouble; he protects those who take 
refuge in him,  
 even in a rushing flood. He will make a full end of his adversaries, and will pursue 
his enemies into darkness.  

 Why do you plot against the LORD? He will make an end; no adversary will rise up 
twice.  

 Like thorns they are entangled, like drunkards they are drunk; they are consumed 
like dry straw.  
 From you one has gone out who plots evil against the LORD, who counsels 
wickedness.    

    Thus says the LORD, “Though they are at full strength and many, they will be cut 
off and pass away. Though I have afflicted you, I will afflict you no more.  
 And now I will break off his yoke from you and snap the bonds that bind you.”   
 

Zech. 11:4-17 -   Thus said the LORD my God: Be a shepherd of the flock doomed 
to slaughter. Those who buy them kill them and go unpunished; and those who sell 
them say, “Blessed be the LORD, for I have become rich”; and their own shepherds 
have no pity on them. For I will no longer have pity on the inhabitants of the earth, 
says the LORD. I will cause them, every one, to fall each into the hand of a 
neighbor, and each into the hand of the king; and they shall devastate the earth, and 
I will deliver no one from their hand.  
  So, on behalf of the sheep merchants, I became the shepherd of the flock doomed 
to slaughter. I took two staffs; one I named Favor, the other I named Unity, and I 
tended the sheep. In one month I disposed of the three shepherds, for I had 
become impatient with them, and they also detested me. So I said, “I will not be 
your shepherd. What is to die, let it die; what is to be destroyed, let it be destroyed; 
and let those that are left devour the flesh of one another!” I took my staff Favor and 
broke it, annulling the covenant that I had made with all the peoples. So it was 
annulled on that day, and the sheep merchants, who were watching me, knew that it 
was the word of the LORD. I then said to them, “If it seems right to you, give me 
my wages; but if not, keep them.” So they weighed out as my wages thirty shekels of 
silver. Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it into the treasury”—this lordly price at 
which I was valued by them. So I took the thirty shekels of silver and threw them 
into the treasury in the house of the LORD. Then I broke my second staff Unity, 
annulling the family ties between Judah and Israel.  
  Then the LORD said to me: Take once more the implements of a worthless 
shepherd. For I am now raising up in the land a shepherd who does not care for the 
perishing, or seek the wandering, or heal the maimed, or nourish the healthy, but 
devours the flesh of the fat ones, tearing off even their hoofs.  
 Oh, my worthless shepherd, who deserts the flock! May the sword strike his arm 
and his right eye! Let his arm be completely withered, his right eye utterly blinded! 
 

1 Pet. 1:13-25 -   Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; 
set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed.  
Like obedient children, do not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had 
in ignorance.  Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your 
conduct;  for it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  
  If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile.  You know that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable 
things like silver or gold,  but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without defect or blemish.  He was destined before the foundation of the world, but 
was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake.  Through him you have come to 
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are set on God.  
   Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart.  You have been 
born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of God.  For  “All flesh is like grass   and all its glory like the flower 
of grass.  The grass withers,   and the flower falls,  
 but the word of the Lord endures forever.”  That word is the good news that was 
announced to you. 
 

Matt. 19:13-22 -   Then little children were being brought to him in order that he 
might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who 
brought them;  but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop 
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”  And he laid his 
hands on them and went on his way.  

  Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have 
eternal life?”  And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is 
only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.”  He 
said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not 
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness;  Honor your 
father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  The young man 
said to him, “I have kept all these; what do I still lack?”  Jesus said to him, “If you 
wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  When the young man 
heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
 

A treatise of St Augustine on St John's gospel 

You will come to the spring and see light itself 

We Christians are the light, at least by comparison with unbelievers. Thus the 
Apostle says: Once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk then as sons of the light. 
And elsewhere he says: The night is far spent, the day is drawing near. Let us therefore lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us walk uprightly as in the day.  

Nevertheless, since the days in which we are now living are still dark compared to 
the light which we shall see, hear what the apostle Peter says. He speaks of a voice 
that came from the Supreme Glory and said to the Lord Jesus Christ: You are my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. This voice, he says, we heard coming from heaven, when we were 
with him on the holy mountain. Because we ourselves were not present there and did not 
hear that voice from heaven, Peter says to us: And we possess a more certain prophetic word to 
which you do well to attend, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 
rises in your hearts.  

When, therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ comes and, as the apostle Paul says, brings to 
light things hidden in darkness and makes plain the secrets of the heart, so that everyone may receive his 
commendation from God, then lamps will no longer be needed. When that day is at hand, 
the prophet will not be read to us, the book of the Apostle will not be opened, we 



shall not require the testimony of John, we shall have no need of the Gospel itself. 
Therefore all Scriptures will be taken away from us, those Scriptures which in the 
night of this world burned like lamps so that we might not remain in darkness.  

When all these things are removed as no longer necessary for our illumination, and 
when the men of God by whom they were ministered to us shall themselves together 
with us behold the true and dear light without such aids, what shall we see? With 
what shall our minds be nourished? What will give joy to our gaze? Where will that 
gladness come from, which eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, which has not even been conceived 
by the heart of man? What shall we see?  

I implore you to love with me and, by believing, to run with me; let us long for our 
heavenly country, let us sigh for our heavenly home, let us truly feel that here we are 
strangers. What shall we then see? Let the gospel tell us: In the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was with God and the Word was God. You will come to the fountain, with whose 
dew you have already been sprinkled. Instead of the ray of light which was sent 
through slanting and winding ways into the heart of your darkness, you will see the 
light itself in all its purity and brightness. It is to see and experience this light that 
you are now being cleansed. Dearly beloved, John himself says, we are the sons of God, and it 
has not yet been disclosed what we shall be; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because 
we shall see him as he is. 

I feel that your spirits are being raised up with mine to the heavens above; but the 
body which is corruptible weighs down the soul, and this earthly tent burdens the thoughtful mind. I am 
about to lay aside this book, and you are soon going away, each to his own business. 
It has been good for us to share the common light, good to have enjoyed ourselves, 
good to have been glad together. When we part from one another, let us not depart 
from him. 

 

Wednesday  119:145-176        !       128, 129, 130 
 

Obadiah 15-21 -    For the day of the LORD is near against all the nations. As you 
have done, it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head.  
 For as you have drunk on my holy mountain, all the nations around you shall 
drink; they shall drink and gulp down, and shall be as though they had never been.  
 But on Mount Zion there shall be those that escape, and it shall be holy; and the 
house of Jacob shall take possession of those who dispossessed them.  

 The house of Jacob shall be a fire, the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of 
Esau stubble; they shall burn them and consume them, and there shall be no 
survivor of the house of Esau; for the LORD has spoken.  

 Those of the Negeb shall possess Mount Esau, and those of the Shephelah the land 
of the Philistines; they shall possess the land of Ephraim and the land of Samaria, 
and Benjamin shall possess Gilead.  

 The exiles of the Israelites who are in Halah shall possess Phoenicia as far as 
Zarephath; and the exiles of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad shall possess the towns 
of the Negeb.  
 Those who have been saved shall go up to Mount Zion to rule Mount Esau; and the 
kingdom shall be the LORD’S. 
 

Zech. 12:1-10 -   An Oracle. The word of the LORD concerning Israel: Thus says 
the LORD, who stretched out the heavens and founded the earth and formed the 
human spirit within:  

See, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup of reeling for all the surrounding peoples; 
it will be against Judah also in the siege against Jerusalem. On that day I will make 
Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all who lift it shall grievously hurt 
themselves. And all the nations of the earth shall come together against it. On that 
day, says the LORD, I will strike every horse with panic, and its rider with madness. 
But on the house of Judah I will keep a watchful eye, when I strike every horse of the 

peoples with blindness. Then the clans of Judah shall say to themselves, “The 
inhabitants of Jerusalem have strength through the LORD of hosts, their God.”  

  On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a blazing pot on a pile of wood, like 
a flaming torch among sheaves; and they shall devour to the right and to the left all 
the surrounding peoples, while Jerusalem shall again be inhabited in its place, in 
Jerusalem.  

  And the LORD will give victory to the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the 
house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be exalted over 
that of Judah. On that day the LORD will shield the inhabitants of Jerusalem so that 
the feeblest among them on that day shall be like David, and the house of David 
shall be like God, like the angel of the LORD, at their head. And on that day I will 
seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.  
  And I will pour out a spirit of compassion and supplication on the house of David 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that, when they look on the one whom they 
have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep 
bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.          
 

1 Pet. 2:1-10 -    Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, 
envy, and all slander.  Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so 
that by it you may grow into salvation—  if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good.  

   Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.  For it stands in scripture:  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone,   a 
cornerstone chosen and precious;  and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.”  
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  “The 
stone that the builders rejected   has become the very head of the corner,”  
and  “A stone that makes them stumble,   and a rock that makes them fall.”  They 
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  

   But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.  

 Once you were not a people,   but now you are God’s people;  once you had not 
received mercy,   but now you have received mercy. 
 

Matt. 19:23-30 -   Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard 
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.”  When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and 
said, “Then who can be saved?”  But Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it 
is impossible, but for God all things are possible.”  
  Then Peter said in reply, “Look, we have left everything and followed you. What 
then will we have?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all 
things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children 
or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal 
life.  But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 
 

A sermon said to be by St Macarius 

Woe to the souls where Christ does not dwell! 

When God was displeased with the Jews, he delivered Jerusalem to the enemy, and 
they were conquered by those who hated them; there were no more sacrifices or 
feasts. Likewise angered at a soul who had broken his commands, God handed it 
over to its enemies, who corrupted and totally dishonoured it. When a house has no 



master living in it, it becomes dark, vile and contemptible, choked with filth and 
disgusting refuse. So too is a soul which has lost its master, who once rejoiced there 
with his angels. This soul is darkened with sin, its desires are degraded, and it 
knows nothing but shame.  

Woe to the path that is not walked on, or along which the voices of men are not 
heard, for then it becomes the haunt of wild animals. Woe to the soul if the Lord 
does not walk within it to banish with his voice the spiritual beasts of sin. Woe to the 
house where no master dwells, to the field where no farmer works, to the pilotless 
ship, storm-tossed and sinking. Woe to the soul without Christ as its true pilot; 
drifting in the darkness, buffeted by the waves of passion, storm-tossed at the mercy 
of evil spirits, its end is destruction. Woe to the soul that does not have Christ to 
cultivate it with care to produce the good fruit of the Holy Spirit. Left to itself, it is 
choked with thorns and thistles; instead of fruit it produces only what is fit for 
burning. Woe to the soul that does not have Christ dwelling in it; deserted and foul 
with the filth of the passions, it becomes a haven for all the vices. When a farmer 
prepares to till the soil he must put on clothing and use tools that are suitable. So 
Christ, our heavenly king, came to till the soil of mankind devastated by sin. He 
assumed a body and, using the cross as his ploughshare, cultivated the barren soul 
of man. He removed the thorns and thistles which are the evil spirits and pulled up 
the weeds of sin. Into the fire he cast the straw of wickedness. And when he had 
ploughed the soul with the wood of the cross, he planted in it a most lovely garden 
of the Spirit, that could produce for its Lord and God the sweetest and most 
pleasant fruit of every kind. 

 

Thursday   131, 132, [133]        !       134, 135 
 

Zeph. 3:1-13 -    Ah, soiled, defiled, oppressing city!  

 It has listened to no voice; it has accepted no correction. It has not trusted in the 
LORD; it has not drawn near to its God.    

    The officials within it are roaring lions; its judges are evening wolves that leave 
nothing until the morning.  

 Its prophets are reckless, faithless persons; its priests have profaned what is sacred, 
they have done violence to the law.  
 The LORD within it is righteous; he does no wrong. Every morning he renders his 
judgment, each dawn without fail; but the unjust knows no shame.    

    I have cut off nations; their battlements are in ruins; I have laid waste their streets 
so that no one walks in them; their cities have been made desolate, without people, 
without inhabitants.  

 I said, “Surely the city will fear me, it will accept correction; it will not lose sight of 
all that I have brought upon it.” But they were the more eager to make all their 
deeds corrupt.    

    Therefore wait for me, says the LORD, for the day when I arise as a witness. For 
my decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out upon them my 
indignation, all the heat of my anger; for in the fire of my passion all the earth shall 
be consumed.    

    At that time I will change the speech of the peoples to a pure speech, that all of 
them may call on the name of the LORD and serve him with one accord.  
 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, my scattered ones, shall bring 
my offering.    

    On that day you shall not be put to shame because of all the deeds by which you 
have rebelled against me; for then I will remove from your midst your proudly 
exultant ones, and you shall no longer be haughty in my holy mountain.  
 For I will leave in the midst of you a people humble and lowly. They shall seek 
refuge in the name of the LORD-  

 the remnant of Israel; they shall do no wrong and utter no lies, nor shall a deceitful 
tongue be found in their mouths. Then they will pasture and lie down, and no one 
shall make them afraid.   

 

Zech. 13:1-9 -   On that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.  

  On that day, says the LORD of hosts, I will cut off the names of the idols from the 
land, so that they shall be remembered no more; and also I will remove from the 
land the prophets and the unclean spirit. And if any prophets appear again, their 
fathers and mothers who bore them will say to them, “You shall not live, for you 
speak lies in the name of the LORD”; and their fathers and their mothers who bore 
them shall pierce them through when they prophesy. On that day the prophets will 
be ashamed, every one, of their visions when they prophesy; they will not put on a 
hairy mantle in order to deceive, but each of them will say, “I am no prophet, I am a 
tiller of the soil; for the land has been my possession since my youth.” And if 
anyone asks them, “What are these wounds on your chest?” the answer will be “The 
wounds I received in the house of my friends.”    

    “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is my associate,” says 
the LORD of hosts. Strike the shepherd, that the sheep may be scattered; I will turn 
my hand against the little ones.  
 In the whole land, says the LORD, two-thirds shall be cut off and perish, and one-
third shall be left alive.  
 And I will put this third into the fire, refine them as one refines silver, and test 
them as gold is tested. They will call on my name, and I will answer them. I will say, 
“They are my people”; and they will say, “The LORD is our God.”            

 

1 Pet. 2:11-25 -   Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires 
of the flesh that wage war against the soul.  Conduct yourselves honorably among 
the Gentiles, so that, though they malign you as evildoers, they may see your 
honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to judge.  
  For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution, whether of the 
emperor as supreme,  or of governors, as sent by him to punish those who do wrong 
and to praise those who do right.  For it is God’s will that by doing right you should 
silence the ignorance of the foolish.  As servants of God, live as free people, yet do 
not use your freedom as a pretext for evil.  Honor everyone. Love the family of 
believers. Fear God. Honor the emperor.  
   Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those who 
are kind and gentle but also those who are harsh.  For it is a credit to you if, being 
aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.  If you endure when you 
are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do 
right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval.  For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps.  

 “He committed no sin,   and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.  He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  For you were going astray like 
sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

Matt. 20:1-16 -   “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.  When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace;  and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went.  When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same.  And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and 
he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’  They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 



first.’  When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 
daily wage.  Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage.  And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner,  saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’  But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.  Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’  So 
the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

A homily by St John Chrysostom 

If we are sheep, we overcome; if wolves, we are overcome 

As long as we are sheep, we overcome and, though surrounded by countless wolves, 
we emerge victorious; but if we turn into wolves, we are overcome, for we love the 
shepherd’s help. He, after all, feeds the sheep not wolves, and will abandon you if 
you do not let him show his power in you. 

What he says is this: “Do not be upset that, as I send you out among the wolves, I bid 
you be as sheep and doves. I could have managed things quite differently and sent 
you, not to suffer evil nor to yield like sheep to the wolves, but to be fiercer than 
lions. But the way I have chosen is right. It will bring you greater praise and at the 
same time manifest my power.” That is what he told Paul: My grace is enough for 
you, for in weakness my power is made perfect. “I intend,” he says, “to deal in the 
same way with you.” For, when he says, I am sending you out like sheep, he implies: 
“But do not therefore lose heart, for I know and am certain that no one will be able 
to overcome you.”  

The Lord, however, does want them to contribute something, lest everything seem 
to be the work of grace, and they seem to win their reward without deserving it. 
Therefore he adds: You must be clever as snakes and innocent as doves. But, they 
may object, what good is our cleverness amid so many dangers? How can we be 
clever when tossed about by so many waves? However great the cleverness of the 
sheep as he stands among the wolves – so many wolves! – what can it 
accomplish?However great the innocence of the dove, what good does it do 
him,with so many hawks swooping upon him? To all this I say: Cleverness and 
innocence admittedly do these irrational creatures no good, but they can help you 
greatly. 

What cleverness is the Lord requiring here? The cleverness of a snake. A snake will 
surrender everything and will put up no great resistance even if its body is being cut 
in pieces, provided it can save its head. So you, the Lord is saying, must surrender 
everything but your faith: money, body, even life itself. For faith is the head and the 
root; keep that, and though you lose all else, you will get it back in abundance. The 
Lord therefore counselled the disciples to be not simply clever or innocent; rather 
he joined the two qualities so that they become a genuine virtue. He insisted on the 
cleverness of the snake so that deadly wounds might be avoided, and he insisted on 
the innocence of the dove so that revenge might not be taken on those who injure or 
lay traps for you. Cleverness is useless without innocence. 

Do not believe that this precept is beyond your power. More than anyone else, the 
Lord knows the true natures of created things; he knows that moderation, not a 
fierce defence, beats back a fierce attack. 

 

Friday  140, 142        !       141, 143:1-11(12) 
 

Isa. 24:14-23 -    They lift up their voices, they sing for joy; they shout from the 
west over the majesty of the LORD.  
 Therefore in the east give glory to the LORD; in the coastlands of the sea glorify 
the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.  
 From the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise, of glory to the Righteous One. 
But I say, I pine away, I pine away. Woe is me! For the treacherous deal 
treacherously, the treacherous deal very treacherously.    

    Terror, and the pit, and the snare are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth!  
 Whoever flees at the sound of the terror shall fall into the pit; and whoever climbs 
out of the pit shall be caught in the snare. For the windows of heaven are opened, 
and the foundations of the earth tremble.  
 The earth is utterly broken, the earth is torn asunder, the earth is violently shaken.  
 The earth staggers like a drunkard, it sways like a hut; its transgression lies heavy 
upon it, and it falls, and will not rise again.    

    On that day the LORD will punish the host of heaven in heaven, and on earth the 
kings of the earth.  
 They will be gathered together like prisoners in a pit; they will be shut up in a 
prison, and after many days they will be punished.  
 Then the moon will be abashed, and the sun ashamed; for the LORD of hosts will 
reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his elders he will manifest his 
glory.   
 

Zech. 14:1-11 -   See, a day is coming for the LORD, when the plunder taken from 
you will be divided in your midst. For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem 
to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses looted and the women raped; 
half the city shall go into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from 
the city. Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations as when he 
fights on a day of battle. On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives, 
which lies before Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives shall be split in 
two from east to west by a very wide valley; so that one half of the Mount shall 
withdraw northward, and the other half southward. And you shall flee by the valley 
of the LORD’S mountain, for the valley between the mountains shall reach to Azal; 
and you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of King Uzziah of 
Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.  

  On that day there shall not be either cold or frost. And there shall be continuous 
day (it is known to the LORD), not day and not night, for at evening time there 
shall be light.  

  On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern 
sea and half of them to the western sea; it shall continue in summer as in winter.  

  And the LORD will become king over all the earth; on that day the LORD will be 
one and his name one.  
  The whole land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of 
Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall remain aloft on its site from the Gate of Benjamin to 
the place of the former gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to 
the king’s wine presses. And it shall be inhabited, for never again shall it be doomed 
to destruction; Jerusalem shall abide in security.          
 

1 Pet. 3:13-4:6 -   Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good?  But 
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they 
fear, and do not be intimidated,  but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always 
be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for 
the hope that is in you;  yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your 
good conduct in Christ may be put to shame.  For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.  For Christ 
also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 



bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit,  in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,  who in 
former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water.  And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt 
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ,  who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.  

  Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 
intention (for whoever has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin),  so as to live 
for the rest of your earthly life no longer by human desires but by the will of God.  
You have already spent enough time in doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in 
licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry.  They 
are surprised that you no longer join them in the same excesses of dissipation, and 
so they blaspheme.  But they will have to give an accounting to him who stands ready 
to judge the living and the dead.  For this is the reason the gospel was proclaimed 
even to the dead, so that, though they had been judged in the flesh as everyone is 
judged, they might live in the spirit as God does. 
 

Matt. 20:17-28 -   While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve 
disciples aside by themselves, and said to them on the way,  “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and scribes, 
and they will condemn him to death;  then they will hand him over to the Gentiles 
to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised.”  
  Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling 
before him, she asked a favor of him.  And he said to her, “What do you want?” She 
said to him, “Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand 
and one at your left, in your kingdom.”  But Jesus answered, “You do not know 
what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They 
said to him, “We are able.”  He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to 
sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared by my Father.”  
  When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers.  But Jesus called 
them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones are tyrants over them.  It will not be so among you; but 
whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant,  and whoever wishes to 
be first among you must be your slave;  just as the Son of Man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 

The treatise of St Cyprian on mortality 

Let us shut out the fear of death and meditate upon immortality 

Our obligation is to do God’s will, and not our own. We must remember this if the 
prayer that our Lord commanded us to say daily is to have any meaning on our lips. 
How unreasonable it is to pray that God’s will be done, and then not promptly obey 
it when he calls us from this world! Instead we struggle and resist like self-willed 
slaves and are brought into the Lord’s presence with sorrow and lamentation, not 
freely consenting to our departure, but constrained by necessity. And yet we expect 
to be rewarded with heavenly honours by him to whom we come against our will! 
Why then do we pray for the kingdom of heaven to come if this earthly bondage 
pleases us? What is the point of praying so often for its early arrival if we would 
rather serve the devil here than reign with Christ. 

The world hates Christians, so why give your love to it instead of following Christ, 
who loves you and has redeemed you? John is most urgent in his epistle when he 
tells us not to love the world by yielding to sensual desires. Never give your love to the 
world, he warns, or to anything in it. A man cannot love the Father and love the world at the same time. 
All that the world offers is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and earthly ambition. The world and its 

allurements will pass away, but the man who has done the will of God shall live for ever. Our part, my 
dear brothers, is to be single-minded, firm in faith, and steadfast in courage, ready 
for God’s will, whatever it may be. Banish the fear of death and think of the eternal 
life that follows it. That will show people that we really live our faith. 

We ought never to forget, beloved, that we have renounced the world. We are living 
here now as aliens and only for a time. When the day of our homecoming puts an 
end to our exile, frees us from the bonds of the world, and restores us to paradise 
and to a kingdom, we should welcome it. What man, stationed in a foreign land, 
would not want to return to his own country as soon as possible? Well, we look 
upon paradise as our country, and a great crowd of our loved ones awaits us there, a 
countless throng of parents, brothers and children longs for us to join them. 
Assured though they are of their own salvation, they are still concerned about ours. 
What joy both for them and for us to see one another and embrace! O the delight of 
that heavenly kingdom where there is no fear of death! O the supreme and endless 
bliss of everlasting life! 

There, is the glorious band of apostles, there the exultant assembly of prophets, 
there the innumerable host of martyrs, crowned for their glorious victory in combat 
and in death. There in triumph are the virgins who subdued their passions by the 
strength of continence. There the merciful are rewarded, those who fulfilled the 
demands of justice by providing for the poor. In obedience to the Lord’s command, 
they turned their earthly patrimony into heavenly treasure.  

My dear brothers, let all our longing be to join them as soon as we may. May God 
see our desire, may Christ see this resolve that springs from faith, for he will give 
the rewards of his love more abundantly to those who have longed for him more 
fervently. 

 

Saturday  137:1-6(7-9), 144        !       104 
 

Micah 7:11-20 -    A day for the building of your walls! In that day the boundary 
shall be far extended.  
 In that day they will come to you from Assyria to Egypt, and from Egypt to the 
River, from sea to sea and from mountain to mountain.  
 But the earth will be desolate because of its inhabitants, for the fruit of their 
doings.    

    Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock that belongs to you, which lives 
alone in a forest in the midst of a garden land; let them feed in Bashan and Gilead 
as in the days of old.  

 As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, show us marvelous things.  

 The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their might; they shall lay their hands 
on their mouths; their ears shall be deaf;  
 they shall lick dust like a snake, like the crawling things of the earth; they shall come 
trembling out of their fortresses; they shall turn in dread to the LORD our God, 
and they shall stand in fear of you.    

    Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of 
the remnant of your possession? He does not retain his anger forever, because he 
delights in showing clemency.  

 He will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. 
You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.  

 You will show faithfulness to Jacob and unswerving loyalty to Abraham, as you have 
sworn to our ancestors from the days of old. 
 

Zech. 14:12-21 -   This shall be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the 
peoples that wage war against Jerusalem: their flesh shall rot while they are still on 
their feet; their eyes shall rot in their sockets, and their tongues shall rot in their 
mouths. On that day a great panic from the LORD shall fall on them, so that each 
will seize the hand of a neighbor, and the hand of the one will be raised against the 



hand of the other; even Judah will fight at Jerusalem. And the wealth of all the 
surrounding nations shall be collected—gold, silver, and garments in great 
abundance. And a plague like this plague shall fall on the horses, the mules, the 
camels, the donkeys, and whatever animals may be in those camps.  
  Then all who survive of the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up 
year after year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the festival of 
booths. If any of the families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the 
King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no rain upon them. And if the family of 
Egypt do not go up and present themselves, then on them shall come the plague that 
the LORD inflicts on the nations that do not go up to keep the festival of booths. 
Such shall be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that 
do not go up to keep the festival of booths.  

  On that day there shall be inscribed on the bells of the horses, “Holy to the 
LORD.” And the cooking pots in the house of the LORD shall be as holy as the 
bowls in front of the altar; and every cooking pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall be 
sacred to the LORD of hosts, so that all who sacrifice may come and use them to 
boil the flesh of the sacrifice. And there shall no longer be traders in the house of 
the LORD of hosts on that day.          
 

1 Pet. 4:7-19 -   The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline 
yourselves for the sake of your prayers.  Above all, maintain constant love for one 
another, for love covers a multitude of sins.  Be hospitable to one another without 
complaining.  Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of you has received.  Whoever speaks must do so as one 
speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that 
God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To 
him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.  
   Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as 
you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy 
when his glory is revealed.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.  
But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or even as a mischief 
maker.  Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but 
glorify God because you bear this name.  For the time has come for judgment to 
begin with the household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end for those 
who do not obey the gospel of God?  And  “If it is hard for the righteous to be 
saved,   what will become of the ungodly and the sinners?”  
Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with God’s will entrust themselves to a 
faithful Creator, while continuing to do good. 
 

Matt. 20:29-34 -   As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him.  There 
were two blind men sitting by the roadside. When they heard that Jesus was passing 
by, they shouted, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”  The crowd sternly 
ordered them to be quiet; but they shouted even more loudly, “Have mercy on us, 
Lord, Son of David!”  Jesus stood still and called them, saying, “What do you want 
me to do for you?”  They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”  Moved with 
compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they regained their sight and 
followed him. 
 

A sermon of St Augustine 

Let us sing Alleluia to God, who is good and frees us from evil 

Let us sing alleluia here on earth, while we are still anxious and worrying, so that we 
may one day be able to sing it there in heaven, without any worry or care. Why 
anxious and worrying here? You must want me to be anxious, Lord, when I read, Is 
not manÕs life on earth a trial and a temptation? You must want me to worry when temptation 
is so plentiful that the Prayer itself tells us to worry, when we say, Forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those that trespass against us. Every day we are petitioners, every day we 
are trespassers. Do you want me to throw care to the winds, Lord, when every day I 
am requesting pardon for sins and assistance against dangers? After all, when I have 
said, because of past sins, Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that trespass against us, I 
must immediately go on to add, because of future dangers, Lead us not into temptation. 
And how can a people be in a good way, when they cry out with me, Deliver us from evil? 
And yet, my brethren, in this time that is still evil, let us sing alleluia to the good 
God, who does deliver us from evil. 

Even here, among the dangers, among the trials and temptations of this life, both 
by others and by ourselves let alleluia be sung. God is faithful, he says, and he will not permit 
you to be tempted beyond what you are able to endure. So even here let us sing alleluia. Man is 
still a defendant on trial, but God is faithful. He did not say “he will not permit you 
to be tempted” but he will not permit you to be tempted beyond what you are able to endure; and with 
the temptation he will also make a way out, so that you may be able to endure it. You have entered 
into temptation; but God will also make a way out so that you do not perish in the 
temptation; so that like a potter’s jar you may be shaped by the preaching and fired 
into strength by the tribulation. But when you enter the temptation, bear in mind 
the way out: because God is faithful, God will watch over you and guard your going in and your 
coming out. 

Furthermore, when this body has become immortal and imperishable, when all 
temptation has been done away with; because the body is dead – why is it dead? – Because 
of sin. But the spirit is life, because of justice. So do we leave the body dead, then? No, but 
listen: But if the Spirit of him who raised Christ from the dead dwells within you, then he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies. So you see: now the body receives its life from 
the soul, but then it will receive it from the Spirit. 

O! what a happy alleluia there, how carefree, how safe from all opposition, where 
nobody will be an enemy, where no-one will ever cease to be a friend! God’s praises 
sung there, sung here – here, by the anxious; there, by the carefree – here, by those 
who will die; there, by those who will live for ever – here, in hope; there, in reality – 
here, on our journey; there, in our homeland. 

So now, my brethren, let us sing, not to delight our leisure, but to ease our toil. In 
the way that travellers are in the habit of singing, sing, but keep on walking. What 
does it mean, “keep on walking”? Go onward always – but go onward in goodness, 
for there are, according to the Apostle, some people who go ever onward from bad 
to worse. If you are going onward, you are walking; but always go onward in 
goodness, onward in the right faith, onward in good habits and behaviour. Sing, 
and walk onwards. 


