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Proper 18-21 
 

Year One 

PROPER 18       Week of the Sunday closest to September 7 
 

SUNDAY 63:1-8(9-11), 98        !        103 
 

1 Kings 12:21-33 -   When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the 
house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, one hundred eighty thousand chosen 
troops to fight against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam son 
of Solomon.  But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God:  Say to King 
Rehoboam of Judah, son of Solomon, and to all the house of Judah and Benjamin, 
and to the rest of the people,  ÒThus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fight 
against your kindred the people of Israel. Let everyone go home, for this thing is 
from me.Ó So they heeded the word of the LORD and went home again, according 
to the word of the LORD.  

  Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and resided there; 
he went out from there and built Penuel.  Then Jeroboam said to himself, ÒNow the 
kingdom may well revert to the house of David.  If this people continues to go up to 
offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, the heart of this people will 
turn again to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah; they will kill me and return to 
King Rehoboam of Judah.Ó  So the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold. 
He said to the people, ÒYou have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Here are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.Ó  He set one in Bethel, 
and the other he put in Dan.  And this thing became a sin, for the people went to 
worship before the one at Bethel and before the other as far as Dan.  He also made 
houses on high places, and appointed priests from among all the people, who were 
not Levites.  Jeroboam appointed a festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month 
like the festival that was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices on the altar; so he did in 
Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And he placed in Bethel the 
priests of the high places that he had made.  He went up to the altar that he had 
made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month that he alone 
had devised; he appointed a festival for the people of Israel, and he went up to the 
altar to offer incense. 
 

Job 25:1-6,27:1-6 -   Then Bildad the Shuhite answered:  

 ÒDominion and fear are with God;   he makes peace in his high heaven.  

 Is there any number to his armies?   Upon whom does his light not arise?  

 How then can a mortal be righteous before God?   How can one born of woman be 
pure?  
 If even the moon is not bright   and the stars are not pure in his sight,  

 how much less a mortal, who is a maggot,   and a human being, who is a worm!Ó  

   Job again took up his discourse and said:  

 ÒAs God lives, who has taken away my right,   and the Almighty, who has made my 
soul bitter,  
 as long as my breath is in me   and the spirit of God is in my nostrils,  

 my lips will not speak falsehood,   and my tongue will not utter deceit.  

 Far be it from me to say that you are right;   until I die I will not put away my 
integrity from me.  
 I hold fast my righteousness, and will not let it go;   my heart does not reproach me 
for any of my days.   
 

Acts 4:18-31 - So they called them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in 
the name of Jesus.  But Peter and John answered them, ÒWhether it is right in 
GodÕs sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge;  for we cannot keep 
from speaking about what we have seen and heard.Ó  After threatening them again, 
they let them go, finding no way to punish them because of the people, for all of 
them praised God for what had happened.  For the man on whom this sign of 
healing had been performed was more than forty years old.  



   After they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them.  When they heard it, they raised their voices 
together to God and said, ÒSovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, the 
sea, and everything in them,  it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our 
ancestor David, your servant:  ÔWhy did the Gentiles rage,   and the peoples imagine 
vain things?  

 The kings of the earth took their stand,   and the rulers have gathered together    
against the Lord and against his Messiah.Õ  

For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed,  to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.  
And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your word 
with all boldness,  while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders 
are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.Ó  When they had 
prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken; and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness. 
 

John 10:31-42 -   The Jews took up stones again to stone him.  Jesus replied, ÒI 
have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these are you going 
to stone me?Ó  The Jews answered, ÒIt is not for a good work that we are going to 
stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, are making 
yourself God.Ó  Jesus answered, ÒIs it not written in your law, ÔI said, you are godsÕ?  
If those to whom the word of God came were called ÔgodsÕÑand the scripture cannot 
be annulledÑ  can you say that the one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into 
the world is blaspheming because I said, ÔI am GodÕs SonÕ?  If I am not doing the 
works of my Father, then do not believe me.  But if I do them, even though you do 
not believe me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the 
Father is in me and I am in the Father.Ó  Then they tried to arrest him again, but he 
escaped from their hands.  

  He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing 
earlier, and he remained there.  Many came to him, and they were saying, ÒJohn 
performed no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.Ó  And 
many believed in him there. 
 

A sermon of Pope St Leo the Great 

Christian wisdom 

The Lord then goes on to say: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be filled. This hunger is not for bodily food, this thirst is not for any earthly 
drink: it is a longing to be blessed with righteousness, and, by penetrating the secret 
of all mysteries, to be filled with the Lord himself. 

Happy is the soul that longs for the food of righteousness and thirsts for this kind of 
drink; it would not seek such things if it had not already savoured their delight. 
When the soul hears the voice of the Spirit saying to it through the prophet: Taste and 
see that the Lord is good, it has already received a portion of GodÕs goodness, and is on 
fire with love, the love that gives joy of the utmost purity. It counts as nothing all 
that belongs to time; it is entirely consumed with desire to eat and drink the food of 
righteousness. The soul lays hold of the true meaning of the first and great 
commandment: You shall love the Lord God with your whole heart, and your whole mind and your 
whole strength, for to love God is nothing else than to love righteousness. 

Finally, just as concern for oneÕs neighbour is added to love of God, so the virtue of 
mercy is added to the desire for righteousness, as it is said: Blessed are the merciful, for 
God will be merciful to them. 

Remember, Christian, the surpassing worth of the wisdom that is yours. Bear in 
mind the kind of school in which you are to learn your skills, the rewards to which 
you are called. Mercy itself wishes you to be merciful, righteousness itself wishes you 

to be righteous, so that the Creator may shine forth in his creature, and the image 
of God be reflected in the mirror of the human heart as it imitates his qualities. 
The faith of those who live their faith is a serene faith. What you long for will be 
given you; what you love will be yours for ever. 

Since it is by giving alms that everything is pure for you, you will also receive that 
blessing which is promised next by the Lord: Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see 
God. Dear friends, great is the happiness of those for whom such a reward is 
prepared. Who are the clean of heart if not those who strive for those virtues we 
have mentioned above? What mind can conceive, what words can express the great 
happiness of seeing God? Yet human nature will achieve this when it has been 
transformed so that it sees the Godhead no longer in a mirror or obscurely but face to face Ð the 
Godhead that no man has been able to see. In the inexpressible joy of this eternal 
vision, human nature will possess what eye has not seen or ear heard, what manÕs heart has never 
conceived. 
 

MONDAY 41, 52        !        44 
 

1 Kings 13:1-10 -   While Jeroboam was standing by the altar to offer incense, a 
man of God came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to Bethel and proclaimed 
against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, ÒO altar, altar, thus says the 
LORD: ÔA son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name; and he shall 
sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who offer incense on you, and human 
bones shall be burned on you.ÕÓ  He gave a sign the same day, saying, ÒThis is the 
sign that the LORD has spoken: ÔThe altar shall be torn down, and the ashes that 
are on it shall be poured out.ÕÓ  When the king heard what the man of God cried out 
against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, 
ÒSeize him!Ó But the hand that he stretched out against him withered so that he 
could not draw it back to himself.  The altar also was torn down, and the ashes 
poured out from the altar, according to the sign that the man of God had given by 
the word of the LORD.  The king said to the man of God, ÒEntreat now the favor of 
the LORD your God, and pray for me, so that my hand may be restored to me.Ó So 
the man of God entreated the LORD; and the kingÕs hand was restored to him, and 
became as it was before.  Then the king said to the man of God, ÒCome home with 
me and dine, and I will give you a gift.Ó  But the man of God said to the king, ÒIf 
you give me half your kingdom, I will not go in with you; nor will I eat food or 
drink water in this place.  For thus I was commanded by the word of the LORD: 
You shall not eat food, or drink water, or return by the way that you came.Ó  So he 
went another way, and did not return by the way that he had come to Bethel. 
 

Job 32:1-10,19-33:1,19-28 -   So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he 
was righteous in his own eyes.  Then Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite, of the family 
of Ram, became angry. He was angry at Job because he justified himself rather than 
God;  he was angry also at JobÕs three friends because they had found no answer, 
though they had declared Job to be in the wrong.  Now Elihu had waited to speak to 
Job, because they were older than he.  But when Elihu saw that there was no answer 
in the mouths of these three men, he became angry.  

 Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite answered:  ÒI am young in years,   and you are 
aged;  therefore I was timid and afraid   to declare my opinion to you.  

 I said, ÔLet days speak,   and many years teach wisdom.Õ  

 But truly it is the spirit in a mortal,   the breath of the Almighty, that makes for 
understanding.  

 It is not the old that are wise,   nor the aged that understand what is right.  

 Therefore I say, ÔListen to me;   let me also declare my opinion.Õ    
 My heart is indeed like wine that has no vent;   like new wineskins, it is ready to 
burst.  
 I must speak, so that I may find relief;   I must open my lips and answer.  

 I will not show partiality to any person   or use flattery toward anyone.  



 For I do not know how to flatterÑ   or my Maker would soon put an end to me!    
    ÒBut now, hear my speech, O Job,   and listen to all my words.  

 They are also chastened with pain upon their beds,   and with continual strife in 
their bones,  
 so that their lives loathe bread,   and their appetites dainty food.  

 Their flesh is so wasted away that it cannot be seen;   and their bones, once 
invisible, now stick out.  

 Their souls draw near the Pit,   and their lives to those who bring death.  

 Then, if there should be for one of them an angel,   a mediator, one of a thousand,   
one who declares a person upright,  

 and he is gracious to that person, and says,   ÔDeliver him from going down into the 
Pit;   I have found a ransom;  

 let his flesh become fresh with youth;   let him return to the days of his youthful 
vigor.Õ  

 Then he prays to God, and is accepted by him,   he comes into his presence with 
joy,  and God repays him for his righteousness.  

  That person sings to others and says,  ÔI sinned, and perverted what was right,   
and it was not paid back to me.  

 He has redeemed my soul from going down to the Pit,   and my life shall see the 
light.Õ   
 

Phil. 1:1-11 -   Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,   To all the saints in 
Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  I thank my God every time I remember you,  constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you,  because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 
day until now.  I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  It is right for me to think 
this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in 
GodÕs grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel.  For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus.  And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is 
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless,  having produced 
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise 
of God. 
 

Mark 15:40-47 -   There were also women looking on from a distance; among them 
were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome.  These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; 
and there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.  

  When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 
before the sabbath,  Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who 
was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and 
summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time.  
When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to 
Joseph.  Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in 
the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then 
rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.  Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of Joses saw where the body was laid.  

A sermon by Pope St Leo the Great 

Whoever loves your law will have abundant peace 

The blessedness of seeing God is justly promised to the pure of heart. For the eye 
that is unclean would not be able to see the brightness of the true light, and what 
would be happiness to clear minds would be a torment to those that are defiled. 

Therefore, let the mists of worldly vanities be dispelled, and the inner eye be 
cleansed of all the filth of wickedness, so that the soulÕs gaze may feast serenely upon 
the great vision of God. 

It is to the attainment of this goal that the next words refer: Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of God. This blessedness, dearly beloved, does not derive from 
any casual agreement or from any and every kind of harmony, but it pertains to 
what the Apostle says: Be at peace before the Lord, and to the words of the prophet: Those 
who love your law shall enjoy abundant peace; for them it is no stumbling block. Even the most 
intimate bonds of friendship and the closest affinity of minds cannot truly lay claim 
to this peace if they are not in agreement with the will of God. Alliances based on 
evil desires, covenants of crime and pacts of vice Ð all lie outside the scope of this 
peace. Love of the world cannot be reconciled with love of God, and the man who 
does not separate himself from the children of this generation cannot join the 
company of the sons of God. But those who keep God ever in their hearts, and are 
anxious to preserve the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, never dissent from the eternal law 
as they speak the prayer of faith. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

These then are the peacemakers; they are bound together in holy harmony and are 
rightly given the heavenly title of sons of God, co-heirs with Christ. And this is the reward 
they will receive for their love of God and neighbour: when their struggle with all 
temptation is finally over, there will be no further adversities to suffer or scandal to 
fear; but they will rest in the peace of God undisturbed, through our Lord who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

TUESDAY 45        !        47, 48 
 

1 Kings 16:23-34 - In the thirty-first year of King Asa of Judah, Omri began to 
reign over Israel; he reigned for twelve years, six of them in Tirzah.  
  He bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver; he fortified 
the hill, and called the city that he built, Samaria, after the name of Shemer, the 
owner of the hill.  
  Omri did what was evil in the sight of the LORD; he did more evil than all who 
were before him.  For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam son of Nebat, and in the 
sins that he caused Israel to commit, provoking the LORD, the God of Israel, to 
anger by their idols.  Now the rest of the acts of Omri that he did, and the power 
that he showed, are they not written in the Book of the Annals of the Kings of 
Israel?  Omri slept with his ancestors, and was buried in Samaria; his son Ahab 
succeeded him.  

  In the thirty-eighth year of King Asa of Judah, Ahab son of Omri began to reign 
over Israel; Ahab son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years.  
Ahab son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who were before 
him.  
  And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam son of 
Nebat, he took as his wife Jezebel daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and 
went and served Baal, and worshiped him.  He erected an altar for Baal in the house 
of Baal, which he built in Samaria.  Ahab also made a sacred pole. Ahab did more to 
provoke the anger of the LORD, the God of Israel, than had all the kings of Israel 
who were before him.  In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho; he laid its 
foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates at the cost of his 
youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which he spoke by Joshua 
son of Nun. 
 

Job 29:1-20 -   Job again took up his discourse and said:  

 ÒOh, that I were as in the months of old,   as in the days when God watched over 
me;  
 when his lamp shone over my head,   and by his light I walked through darkness;  

 when I was in my prime,   when the friendship of God was upon my tent;  

 when the Almighty was still with me,   when my children were around me;  



 when my steps were washed with milk,   and the rock poured out for me streams of 
oil!  

 When I went out to the gate of the city,   when I took my seat in the square,  

 the young men saw me and withdrew,   and the aged rose up and stood;  

 the nobles refrained from talking,   and laid their hands on their mouths;  
 the voices of princes were hushed,   and their tongues stuck to the roof of their 
mouths.  
 When the ear heard, it commended me,   and when the eye saw, it approved;  

 because I delivered the poor who cried,   and the orphan who had no helper.  
 The blessing of the wretched came upon me,   and I caused the widowÕs heart to 
sing for joy.  
 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me;   my justice was like a robe and a turban.  

 I was eyes to the blind,   and feet to the lame.  

 I was a father to the needy,   and I championed the cause of the stranger.  

 I broke the fangs of the unrighteous,   and made them drop their prey from their 
teeth.  
 Then I thought, ÔI shall die in my nest,   and I shall multiply my days like the 
phoenix;  
 my roots spread out to the waters,   with the dew all night on my branches;  

 my glory was fresh with me,   and my bow ever new in my hand.Õ   
 

Phil. 1:12-30 -   I want you to know, beloved that what has happened to me has 
actually helped to spread the gospel,  so that it has become known throughout the 
whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ;  and 
most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by my 
imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without fear.  

  Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill.  These 
proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that I have been put here for the defense of 
the gospel;  the others proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but 
intending to increase my suffering in my imprisonment.  What does it matter? Just 
this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false motives or true; 
and in that I rejoice.   Yes, and I will continue to rejoice,  for I know that through 
your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 
deliverance.  It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to shame in 
any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted now as 
always in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me, living is Christ and 
dying is gain.  If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do 
not know which I prefer.  I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better;  but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you.  Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith,  so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.  

  Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel,  and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence 
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is GodÕs doing.  For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering 
for him as wellÑ  since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have. 
 

Mark 16:1-8 -   When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.  And 
very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 
tomb.  They had been saying to one another, ÒWho will roll away the stone for us 
from the entrance to the tomb?Ó  When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had already been rolled back.  As they entered the tomb, they 
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 

alarmed.  But he said to them, ÒDo not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you 
to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.Ó  So they went out and fled 
from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid.   [And all that had been commanded them they told 
briefly to those around Peter. And afterward Jesus himself sent out through them, 
from east to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.] 
 

A sermon by St Bernard 

I shall stand upon my watch- tower to see what the Lord will say to me 

We read in the gospel that when the Lord was teaching his disciples and urged them 
to share in his passion by the mystery of eating his body, some said: This is a hard saying, 
and from that time they no longer followed him. When he asked the disciples 
whether they also wished to go away, they replied: Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. 

I assure you, my brothers, that even to this day it is clear to some that the words 
which Jesus speaks are spirit and life, and for this reason they follow him. To others 
these words seem hard, and so they look elsewhere for some pathetic consolation. 
Yet wisdom cries out in the streets, in the broad and spacious way that leads to 
death, to call back those who take this path. Finally, he says: For forty years I have been 
close to this generation, and I said: They have always been faint-hearted. You also read in another 
psalm: God has spoken once. Once, indeed, because for ever. His is a single, 
uninterrupted utterance, because it is continuous and unending. 

He calls upon sinners to return to their true spirit and rebukes them when their 
hearts have gone astray, for it is in the true heart that he dwells and there he speaks, 
fulfilling what he taught through the prophet: Speak to the heart of Jerusalem. You see, my 
brothers, how the prophet admonishes us for our advantage: If today you hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts. You can read almost the same words in the gospel and in the 
prophet. For in the gospel the Lord says: My sheep hear my voice. And in the psalm 
blessed David says: You are his people (meaning, of course, the LordÕs) and the sheep of his 
pasture. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Hear also the prophet Habakkuk in todayÕs reading. Far from hiding the LordÕs 
reprimands, he dwells on them with attentive and anxious care. He says: I will stand 
upon my watch- tower and take up my post on the ramparts, keeping watch to see what he will say to me and 
what answer I will make to those who try to confute me. I beg you, my brothers, stand upon our 
watch-tower, for now is the time for battle. Let all our dealings be in the heart, 
where Christ dwells, in right judgement and wise counsel, but in such a way as to 
place no confidence in those dealings, nor rely upon our fragile defences. 
 

WEDNESDAY 119:49-72        !        49,[53] 
 

1 Kings 17:1-24 -   Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, ÒAs 
the LORD the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew 
nor rain these years, except by my word.Ó  The word of the LORD came to him, 
saying,  ÒGo from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the Wadi Cherith, 
which is east of the Jordan.  You shall drink from the wadi, and I have commanded 
the ravens to feed you there.Ó  So he went and did according to the word of the 
LORD; he went and lived by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.  The 
ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the 
evening; and he drank from the wadi.  But after a while the wadi dried up, because 
there was no rain in the land.  
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying,  ÒGo now to Zarephath, which 
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.Ó  
So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow 



was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, ÒBring me a little water in a 
vessel, so that I may drink.Ó  As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, 
ÒBring me a morsel of bread in your hand.Ó  But she said, ÒAs the LORD your God 
lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I 
am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself 
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.Ó  Elijah said to her, ÒDo not be afraid; go 
and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and 
afterwards make something for yourself and your son.  For thus says the LORD the 
God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail 
until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.Ó  She went and did as Elijah 
said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days.  The jar of meal 
was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD 
that he spoke by Elijah.  
  After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness 
was so severe that there was no breath left in him.  She then said to Elijah, ÒWhat 
have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!Ó  But he said to her, ÒGive me 
your son.Ó He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber 
where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed.  He cried out to the LORD, ÒO 
LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I am 
staying, by killing her son?Ó  Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, 
and cried out to the LORD, ÒO LORD my God, let this childÕs life come into him 
again.Ó  The LORD listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child came into 
him again, and he revived.  Elijah took the child, brought him down from the upper 
chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; then Elijah said, ÒSee, your 
son is alive.Ó  So the woman said to Elijah, ÒNow I know that you are a man of God, 
and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.Ó 
 

Job 29:1,30:1-2,16-31 -   Job again took up his discourse and said:  

    ÒBut now they make sport of me,   those who are younger than I,  whose fathers I 
would have disdained   to set with the dogs of my flock.  

 What could I gain from the strength of their hands?   All their vigor is gone.  

    ÒAnd now my soul is poured out within me;   days of affliction have taken hold of 
me.  
 The night racks my bones,   and the pain that gnaws me takes no rest.  

 With violence he seizes my garment;   he grasps me by the collar of my tunic.  

 He has cast me into the mire,   and I have become like dust and ashes.  

 I cry to you and you do not answer me;   I stand, and you merely look at me.  

 You have turned cruel to me;   with the might of your hand you persecute me.  

 You lift me up on the wind, you make me ride on it,   and you toss me about in the 
roar of the storm.  

 I know that you will bring me to death,   and to the house appointed for all living.    
    ÒSurely one does not turn against the needy,   when in disaster they cry for help.  

 Did I not weep for those whose day was hard?   Was not my soul grieved for the 
poor?  
 But when I looked for good, evil came;   and when I waited for light, darkness 
came.  
 My inward parts are in turmoil, and are never still;   days of affliction come to meet 
me.  
 I go about in sunless gloom;   I stand up in the assembly and cry for help.  

 I am a brother of jackals,   and a companion of ostriches.  

 My skin turns black and falls from me,   and my bones burn with heat.  

 My lyre is turned to mourning,   and my pipe to the voice of those who weep.   
 

Phil. 2:1-11 -   If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,  make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind.  Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 

others as better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not to your own interests, but 
to the interests of others.  Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  

 who, though he was in the form of God,   did not regard equality with God   as 
something to be exploited,  

 but emptied himself,   taking the form of a slave,   being born in human likeness.  
And being found in human form,  

  he humbled himself   and became obedient to the point of deathÑ   even death on 
a cross.    
    Therefore God also highly exalted him   and gave him the name   that is above 
every name,  

 so that at the name of Jesus   every knee should bend,   in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth,  

 and every tongue should confess   that Jesus Christ is Lord,   to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 

Matt. 2:1-12 -   In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,  asking, ÒWhere is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come 
to pay him homage.Ó  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him;  and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, ÒIn 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  

 ÔAnd you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,   are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah;  for from you shall come a ruler   who is to shepherd my people 
Israel.ÕÓ  

  Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ÒGo and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.Ó  When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
 

From a sermon by St Bernard of Clairvaux 

On the stages of contemplation 

Let us take our stand on the tower, leaning with all our strength on Christ, the most 
solid rock, as it is written: He has set my feet on a rock, he has guided my steps. Thus firmly 
established, let us begin to contemplate, to see what he is saying to us and what reply 
we ought to make to him. 

The first stage of contemplation, my dear brothers, is to consider constantly what 
God wants, what is pleasing to him, and what is acceptable in his eyes. We all offend 
in many things; our strength cannot match the rightness of GodÕs will and cannot 
be joined to it or made to fit with it. So let us humble ourselves under the powerful 
hand of the most high God and make an effort to show ourselves unworthy before 
his merciful gaze, saying Heal me, Lord, and I shall be healed; save me and I shall be saved. And 
again, Lord, have mercy on me; heal my soul because I have sinned against you. 

Once the eye of the soul has been purified by such considerations, we no longer 
abide within our spirit in a sense of sorrow, but abide rather in the Spirit of God 
with great delight. No longer do we consider what is the will of God for us, but 
rather what it is in itself.  

For our life is in his will. Thus we are convinced that what is according to his will is 



in every way better for us, and more fitting. And so, if we are concerned to preserve 
the life of our soul, we must be equally concerned to deviate as little as possible 
from his will. 
Thus having made some progress in our spiritual exercise under the guidance of the 
Spirit who gazes into the deep things of God, let us reflect how gracious the Lord is 
and how good he is in himself. Let us join the Prophet in praying that we may see 
the LordÕs will and frequent not our own hearts but the LordÕs temple; and let us 
also say, My soul is humbled within me, therefore I shall be mindful of you. 

These two stages sum up the whole of the spiritual life: when we contemplate 
ourselves we are troubled, and our sadness saves us and brings us to contemplate 
God; that contemplation in turn gives us the consolation of the joy of the Holy 
Spirit. Contemplating ourselves brings fear and humility; contemplating God 
brings us hope and love. 
 

THURSDAY 50        !        [59,60] OR 93, 96 
 

1 Kings 18:1-19 -   After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the 
third year of the drought, saying, ÒGo, present yourself to Ahab; I will send rain on 
the earth.Ó  So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab. The famine was severe in 
Samaria.  Ahab summoned Obadiah, who was in charge of the palace. (Now 
Obadiah revered the LORD greatly;  when Jezebel was killing off the prophets of the 
LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets, hid them fifty to a cave, and provided 
them with bread and water.)  Then Ahab said to Obadiah, ÒGo through the land to 
all the springs of water and to all the wadis; perhaps we may find grass to keep the 
horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.Ó  So they divided the land 
between them to pass through it; Ahab went in one direction by himself, and 
Obadiah went in another direction by himself.  

  As Obadiah was on the way, Elijah met him; Obadiah recognized him, fell on his 
face, and said, ÒIs it you, my lord Elijah?Ó  He answered him, ÒIt is I. Go, tell your 
lord that Elijah is here.Ó  And he said, ÒHow have I sinned, that you would hand 
your servant over to Ahab, to kill me?  As the LORD your God lives, there is no 
nation or kingdom to which my lord has not sent to seek you; and when they would 
say, ÔHe is not here,Õ he would require an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they 
had not found you.  But now you say, ÔGo, tell your lord that Elijah is here.Õ  As 
soon as I have gone from you, the spirit of the LORD will carry you I know not 
where; so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, 
although I your servant have revered the LORD from my youth.  Has it not been 
told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid a 
hundred of the LORDÕS prophets fifty to a cave, and provided them with bread and 
water?  Yet now you say, ÔGo, tell your lord that Elijah is hereÕ; he will surely kill 
me.Ó  Elijah said, ÒAs the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely 
show myself to him today.Ó  So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and 
Ahab went to meet Elijah.  

  When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ÒIs it you, you troubler of Israel?Ó  He 
answered, ÒI have not troubled Israel; but you have, and your fatherÕs house, 
because you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals.  
Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the four 
hundred fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat 
at JezebelÕs table.Ó 
 

Job 29:1,31:1-23 -   Job again took up his discourse and said:  

    ÒI have made a covenant with my eyes;   how then could I look upon a virgin?  

 What would be my portion from God above,   and my heritage from the Almighty 
on high?  
 Does not calamity befall the unrighteous,   and disaster the workers of iniquity?  

 Does he not see my ways,   and number all my steps?    
    ÒIf I have walked with falsehood,   and my foot has hurried to deceitÑ  

 let me be weighed in a just balance,   and let God know my integrity!Ñ  
 if my step has turned aside from the way,   and my heart has followed my eyes,   and 
if any spot has clung to my hands;  

 then let me sow, and another eat;   and let what grows for me be rooted out.    
    ÒIf my heart has been enticed by a woman,   and I have lain in wait at my 
neighborÕs door;  

 then let my wife grind for another,   and let other men kneel over her.  

 For that would be a heinous crime;   that would be a criminal offense;  

 for that would be a fire consuming down to Abaddon,   and it would burn to the 
root all my harvest.    
    ÒIf I have rejected the cause of my male or female slaves,   when they brought a 
complaint against me;  

 what then shall I do when God rises up?   When he makes inquiry, what shall I 
answer him?  

 Did not he who made me in the womb make them?   And did not one fashion us in 
the womb?    
    ÒIf I have withheld anything that the poor desired,   or have caused the eyes of the 
widow to fail,  
 or have eaten my morsel alone,   and the orphan has not eaten from itÑ  
 for from my youth I reared the orphan like a father,   and from my motherÕs womb 
I guided the widowÑ  
 if I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing,   or a poor person without 
covering,  
 whose loins have not blessed me,   and who was not warmed with the fleece of my 
sheep;  
 if I have raised my hand against the orphan,   because I saw I had supporters at the 
gate;  
 then let my shoulder blade fall from my shoulder,   and let my arm be broken from 
its socket.  

 For I was in terror of calamity from God,   and I could not have faced his majesty.   
 

Phil. 2:12-30 -   Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not 
only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling;  for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

  Do all things without murmuring and arguing,  so that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, in which you shine like stars in the world.  It is by your holding fast to 
the word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or 
labor in vain.  But even if I am being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and 
the offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of youÑ  and in the same 
way you also must be glad and rejoice with me.  

  I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I may be cheered by 
news of you.  I have no one like him who will be genuinely concerned for your 
welfare.  All of them are seeking their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.  But 
TimothyÕs worth you know, how like a son with a father he has served with me in the 
work of the gospel.  I hope therefore to send him as soon as I see how things go with 
me;  and I trust in the Lord that I will also come soon.  

  Still, I think it necessary to send to you EpaphroditusÑmy brother and co-worker 
and fellow soldier, your messenger and minister to my need;  for he has been 
longing for all of you, and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill.  He 
was indeed so ill that he nearly died. But God had mercy on him, and not only on 
him but on me also, so that I would not have one sorrow after another.  I am the 
more eager to send him, therefore, in order that you may rejoice at seeing him 
again, and that I may be less anxious.  Welcome him then in the Lord with all joy, 
and honor such people,  because he came close to death for the work of Christ, 
risking his life to make up for those services that you could not give me. 
 



Matt. 2:13-23 -   Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, ÒGet up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.Ó  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt,  and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ÒOut of Egypt I have called my son.Ó  

   When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men.  Then was 
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:  

 ÒA voice was heard in Ramah,   wailing and loud lamentation,  Rachel weeping for 
her children;   she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.Ó  

  When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said,  ÒGet up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who were seeking the childÕs life are dead.Ó  Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.  But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee.  
There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophets might be fulfilled, ÒHe will be called a Nazorean.Ó 
 

St Bruno's commentary on Psalm 83 

If I forget you, Jerusalem 

How delightful is your dwelling-place, Lord of hosts! 

 My soul is weak with longing for the courts of your palace 

That is, for the broad spaces of the heavenly Jerusalem, which is the city of God. 

Blessed are they who dwell in your house: 

 they will praise you for ever. 

Now the psalmist shows why he desires to enter the courts of the Lord: Lord, God 
of all powers in heaven, my king and my God, blessed are they who dwell in your house. It is 
as if he said, ÔWho would not wish to enter your courts, since you are God, that is, 
the Creator, the Lord of the powers, the King, and since all are blessed who live in 
your house?Õ Because ÔcourtsÕ and ÔhouseÕ mean the same thing here. When he says 
ÔblessedÕ he means that they have all conceivable blessedness. And they are surely 
blessed, because they will praise you with loving devotion for ever, that is, for all 
eternity. They would not be able to praise the Lord for all eternity unless they were 
blessed for all eternity. 

Blessed the man whose help comes from you, 

 who has set his heart on climbing to you. 

But no-one can reach this blessedness on his own, even if he has hope, faith and 
love. Blessed is the man whose help comes from you Ð in other words, only the man whose help 
comes from you will attain the blessedness he has set his heart on. That is to say: the only 
people who will attain blessedness are those who set their hearts on climbing many 
steps of virtue and good works, but also receive the help of your grace. No-one can 
climb by himself, as the Lord himself has said: No-one has gone up to heaven except the Son of 
Man who is in heaven. 

I say that he is climbing to you because he now lives in the valley of tears, that is, in this 
present life, which is lowly and filled with the tears of tribulation; as opposed to the 
other life, which can be called a mountain in comparison, a mountain full of joy. 

Since the psalmist has said, Blessed the man whose help comes from you, one might ask, ÔWill 
God give his help?Õ The answer is that help is truly offered by God to the blessed. 
For the lawgiver, that is, Christ, gave us the law and he gives us and will go on giving 
us blessings (that is, the many gifts of grace) by which he blesses his own people. 

This means he will raise them up to blessedness, and so they will go from strength to strength 
as they climb. In the future heavenly Zion Christ will be seen, the God of gods, and 
since he is God he will make his people divine also. Or, if you prefer, you can say 
that the God of gods, God the Trinity, will be visible in a spiritual sense in those 
who dwell in Zion. By the light of their understanding they will see God in 
themselves in a way that now they cannot, for God will be all in all. 
 

FRIDAY 40,54        !        51 
 

1 Kings 18:20-40 -   So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets 
at Mount Carmel.  Elijah then came near to all the people, and said, ÒHow long will 
you go limping with two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if 
Baal, then follow him.Ó The people did not answer him a word.  Then Elijah said to 
the people, ÒI, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD; but BaalÕs prophets 
number four hundred fifty.  Let two bulls be given to us; let them choose one bull 
for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; I will 
prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it.  Then you call 
on the name of your god and I will call on the name of the LORD; the god who 
answers by fire is indeed God.Ó All the people answered, ÒWell spoken!Ó  Then 
Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, ÒChoose for yourselves one bull and prepare it 
first, for you are many; then call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.Ó  So 
they took the bull that was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal 
from morning until noon, crying, ÒO Baal, answer us!Ó But there was no voice, and 
no answer. They limped about the altar that they had made.  At noon Elijah mocked 
them, saying, ÒCry aloud! Surely he is a god; either he is meditating, or he has 
wandered away, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be 
awakened.Ó  Then they cried aloud and, as was their custom, they cut themselves 
with swords and lances until the blood gushed out over them.  As midday passed, 
they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice, 
no answer, and no response.  

  Then Elijah said to all the people, ÒCome closer to meÓ; and all the people came 
closer to him. First he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down;  
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, ÒIsrael shall be your nameÓ;  
with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. Then he made a trench 
around the altar, large enough to contain two measures of seed.  Next he put the 
wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood. He said, ÒFill four 
jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.Ó  Then he said, 
ÒDo it a second timeÓ; and they did it a second time. Again he said, ÒDo it a third 
timeÓ; and they did it a third time,  so that the water ran all around the altar, and 
filled the trench also with water.  

  At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near and said, 
ÒO LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are 
God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your 
bidding.  Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so that this people may know that you, 
O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.Ó  Then the fire of 
the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the 
dust, and even licked up the water that was in the trench.  When all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces and said, ÒThe LORD indeed is God; the LORD indeed is 
God.Ó  Elijah said to them, ÒSeize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of them 
escape.Ó Then they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Wadi Kishon, 
and killed them there. 
 

Job 29:1,31:24-40 -   Job again took up his discourse and said:  

    ÒIf I have made gold my trust,   or called fine gold my confidence;  

 if I have rejoiced because my wealth was great,   or because my hand had gotten 
much;  
 if I have looked at the sun when it shone,   or the moon moving in splendor,  



 and my heart has been secretly enticed,   and my mouth has kissed my hand;  

 this also would be an iniquity to be punished by the judges,   for I should have been 
false to God above.    
    ÒIf I have rejoiced at the ruin of those who hated me,   or exulted when evil 
overtook themÑ  
 I have not let my mouth sin   by asking for their lives with a curseÑ  
 if those of my tent ever said,   ÔO that we might be sated with his flesh!ÕÑ  
 the stranger has not lodged in the street;   I have opened my doors to the travelerÑ  
 if I have concealed my transgressions as others do,   by hiding my iniquity in my 
bosom,  
 because I stood in great fear of the multitude,   and the contempt of families 
terrified me,   so that I kept silence, and did not go out of doorsÑ  
 Oh, that I had one to hear me!   (Here is my signature! let the Almighty answer 
me!)   Oh, that I had the indictment written by my adversary!  

 Surely I would carry it on my shoulder;   I would bind it on me like a crown;  

 I would give him an account of all my steps;   like a prince I would approach him.    
    ÒIf my land has cried out against me,   and its furrows have wept together;  

 if I have eaten its yield without payment,   and caused the death of its owners;  

 let thorns grow instead of wheat,   and foul weeds instead of barley.Ó     The words 
of Job are ended. 
 

Phil. 3:1-16 -   Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord.   To write the 
same things to you is not troublesome to me, and for you it is a safeguard.  

  Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the 
flesh!  For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and 
boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the fleshÑ  even though I, too, have 
reason for confidence in the flesh.   If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 
flesh, I have more:  circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee;  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless.  

  Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death,  if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.  
  Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  Beloved, I do 
not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,  I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us then who are 
mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too 
God will reveal to you.  Only let us hold fast to what we have attained. 
 

Matt. 3:1-12 -   In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming,  ÒRepent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.Ó  This is the one 
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  ÒThe voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness:  ÔPrepare the way of the Lord,   make his paths straight.ÕÓ  

Now John wore clothing of camelÕs hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey.  Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan,  and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

  But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, ÒYou brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear 

fruit worthy of repentance.  Do not presume to say to yourselves, ÔWe have Abraham 
as our ancestorÕ; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  

  ÒI baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.Ó  

A sermon by Isaac, abbot of Stella 

It is not Christ's will to forgive without the Church 

There are two things that are GodÕs and GodÕs alone: the honour of receiving 
confession and the power of granting forgiveness. Confession is what we must make 
to him, and forgiveness is what we must hope to receive from him. The power to 
forgive sins belongs only to God, and this is why we must confess them to him. 

But God has taken a bride. The Almighty has taken the feeble one, the Most High 
has taken the lowly one Ð out of a servant he has made a queen. She was behind and 
beneath him and he raised her to be at his side. From out of his wounded side she 
came, and he took her to be his bride. 

Just as all that the Father has is the SonÕs, so too what the Son has is the FatherÕs, 
since they share the same undivided nature. In just the same way the bridegroom 
gave all that was his to the bride and shared all that she had, making her one with 
himself and the Father. Hear the Son making his plea to the Father for his bride: I 
desire that just as you and I are one, so these should be one with us. 

The bridegroom is one with the Father and one with his bride. Whatever in her was 
foreign to her nature he took away from her and nailed to the cross. He carried her 
sins with him onto the tree and by the tree he took them away from her. Whatever 
was natural and and proper to her he took on and clothed himself in it. Whatever 
was divine and proper to him, he bestowed on her. He took away what was 
diabolical, took on what was human, conferred what was divine, so that all that the 
bride possessed should be the bridegroomÕs also. Thus it is that he who has 
committed no sin, on whose lips is no deceit, can say Take pity on me, Lord, for I am weak Ð 
for he who shares in his brideÕs weakness must share in her lament, and thus all that 
is the bridegroomÕs is the brideÕs also. Here is where the honour of confession 
comes from, and the power of forgiveness, so that it can truly be said: Go and show 
yourself to the priest! 

The Church can forgive nothing without Christ, and it is ChristÕs will to forgive 
nothing except with the Church. The Church can forgive no-one except the 
penitent Ð that is, one who has been touched by Christ Ð and Christ does not wish to 
forgive anyone who does not value the Church. What God has united, man must not divide, 
says Christ, and Paul adds, I am saying that this great mystery applies to Christ and the Church. 

Do not sever the head from the body so that Christ is whole no longer. For Christ is 
not whole without the Church, nor is the Church whole without Christ. This is why 
he says No-one has gone up to heaven except the Son of Man who is in heaven. He is the only man 
who can forgive sins. 
 

SATURDAY 55        !        138,139:1-17(18-23) 
 

1 Kings 18:41-19:8 -   Elijah said to Ahab, ÒGo up, eat and drink; for there is a 
sound of rushing rain.Ó  So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. Elijah went up to the 
top of Carmel; there he bowed himself down upon the earth and put his face 
between his knees.  He said to his servant, ÒGo up now, look toward the sea.Ó He 
went up and looked, and said, ÒThere is nothing.Ó Then he said, ÒGo again seven 



times.Ó  At the seventh time he said, ÒLook, a little cloud no bigger than a personÕs 
hand is rising out of the sea.Ó Then he said, ÒGo say to Ahab, ÔHarness your chariot 
and go down before the rain stops you.ÕÓ  In a little while the heavens grew black 
with clouds and wind; there was a heavy rain. Ahab rode off and went to Jezreel.  
But the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; he girded up his loins and ran in front of 
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.  

  Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets 
with the sword.  Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, ÒSo may the gods 
do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by 
this time tomorrow.Ó  Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came 
to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.  

  But he himself went a dayÕs journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: ÒIt is enough; now, O 
LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.Ó  Then he lay down 
under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to 
him, ÒGet up and eat.Ó  He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot 
stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again.  The angel of the 
LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, ÒGet up and eat, otherwise the 
journey will be too much for you.Ó  He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in 
the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 
 

Job 38:1-17 -   Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:  
 ÒWho is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  

 Gird up your loins like a man,   I will question you, and you shall declare to me.    
    ÒWhere were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?   Tell me, if you have 
understanding.  
 Who determined its measurementsÑsurely you know!   Or who stretched the line 
upon it?  
 On what were its bases sunk,   or who laid its cornerstone 

 when the morning stars sang together   and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
   
    ÒOr who shut in the sea with doors   when it burst out from the womb?Ñ  
 when I made the clouds its garment,   and thick darkness its swaddling band,  

 and prescribed bounds for it,   and set bars and doors,  

 and said, ÔThus far shall you come, and no farther,   and here shall your proud 
waves be stoppedÕ?    
    ÒHave you commanded the morning since your days began,   and caused the dawn 
to know its place,  

 so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,   and the wicked be shaken out 
of it?  
 It is changed like clay under the seal,   and it is dyed like a garment.  

 Light is withheld from the wicked,   and their uplifted arm is broken.    
    ÒHave you entered into the springs of the sea,   or walked in the recesses of the 
deep?  
 Have the gates of death been revealed to you,   or have you seen the gates of deep 
darkness? 
 

Phil. 3:17-4:7 -   Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who 
live according to the example you have in us.  For many live as enemies of the cross 
of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears.  Their 
end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their 
minds are set on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from 
there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will transform the 
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the 
power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.  Therefore, my 
brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 
Lord in this way, my beloved.  

  I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.  Yes, and I 
ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside 
me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, 
whose names are in the book of life.  

  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Matt. 3:13-17 -   Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him.  John would have prevented him, saying, ÒI need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?Ó  But Jesus answered him, ÒLet it be so now; for it is 
proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.Ó Then he consented.  And 
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, ÒThis is my Son, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.Ó 
 

An oration by St Athanasius on the incarnation of the Word 

Make our lives new as they were at the beginning 

God the Word of the great and good Father did not abandon human nature as it was 
falling into corruption and decay. By offering his own body he wiped out the death 
towards which mankind was heading. By his teaching he healed their ignorance, and 
by his power and might he re-founded the whole of human nature. 

If you want confirmation of this, look to the authority of ChristÕs own disciples and 
what they have written about God: The love of Christ overwhelms us when we reflect that if one 
man has died for all, then all men should be dead; and the reason he died for all was so that living men should 
live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised to life for them, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And again: We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the angels and is now crowned 
with glory and splendour because he submitted to death; by GodÕs grace he had to experience death for all 
mankind. Then he gives the reason why only God the Word could become man: It was 
appropriate that God, for whom everything exists and through whom everything exists, should make perfect, 
through suffering, the leader who would take them to their salvation. These words mean that the 
rescue of mankind from corruption and decay was the task of none other than God 
the Word, by whom they were originally created. 

The WordÕs purpose behind taking on a body was that he should become a sacrifice 
for bodies of the same kind, as scripture says: Since all the children share the same blood and 
flesh, he too shared equally in it, so that by his death he could take away all the power of him who had power 
over death, and set free all those who had been held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. So by 
offering up his own body he brought an end to the law that had been condemning 
us, and by giving us the hope of resurrection he gave our lives a new beginning. 
It was through the act of man that death received power over man, and through the 
act of God the Word for man that death lost its power and the resurrection of life 
took its place. Thus Paul said: Death came through one man and in the same way the resurrection of 
the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ... 
and so on. We no longer die to be condemned, we die to be raised up and await the 
resurrection of all, which God will bring about at a time of his choosing, the creator 
of all things and the giver of all gifts. 

 



PROPER 19       Week of the Sunday closest to September 14 
 

SUNDAY 24, 29        !        8, 84 
 

1 Kings 19:8-21 - He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of 
that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.  At that place he 
came to a cave, and spent the night there.   Then the word of the LORD came to 
him, saying, ÒWhat are you doing here, Elijah?Ó  He answered, ÒI have been very 
zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.Ó  

  He said, ÒGo out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is 
about to pass by.Ó Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not 
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake;  and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and 
after the fire a sound of sheer silence.  When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a 
voice to him that said, ÒWhat are you doing here, Elijah?Ó  He answered, ÒI have 
been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken 
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.Ó  Then the LORD said to 
him, ÒGo, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you 
shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.  Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as 
king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as 
prophet in your place.  Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill.  Yet I will leave seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that 
has not kissed him.Ó  

  So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. 
There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah 
passed by him and threw his mantle over him.  He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, 
and said, ÒLet me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.Ó Then 
Elijah said to him, ÒGo back again; for what have I done to you?Ó  He returned 
from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the 
equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they 
ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 
 

Job 38:1,18-41 
 

Acts 5:34-42 - But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, 
respected by all the people, stood up and ordered the men to be put outside for a 
short time.  Then he said to them, ÒFellow Israelites, consider carefully what you 
propose to do to these men.  For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be 
somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was 
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and disappeared.  After him Judas 
the Galilean rose up at the time of the census and got people to follow him; he also 
perished, and all who followed him were scattered.  So in the present case, I tell 
you, keep away from these men and let them alone; because if this plan or this 
undertaking is of human origin, it will fail;  but if it is of God, you will not be able 
to overthrow themÑin that case you may even be found fighting against God!Ó  
 They were convinced by him,  and when they had called in the apostles, they had 
them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go.  As they left the council, they rejoiced that they were considered worthy to 
suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.  And every day in the temple and at home 
they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah. 
 

John 11:45-47 -   Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  But some of them went to the Pharisees and 
told them what he had done.  So the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting 
of the council, and said, ÒWhat are we to do? This man is performing many signs.  

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

We are Christians as well as leaders 

You have often learned that all our hope is in Christ and that he is our true glory 
and our salvation. You are members of the flock of the Good Shepherd, who 
watches over Israel and nourishes his people. Yet there are shepherds who want to 
have the title of shepherd without wanting to fulfil a pastorÕs duties; let us then 
recall what God says to his shepherds through the prophet. You must listen 
attentively; I must listen with fear and trembling. 

The word of the Lord came to me and said: Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel and speak to 
the shepherds of Israel. We just heard this reading a moment ago, my brothers, and I 
have decided to speak to you on this passage. The Lord will help me to speak the 
truth if I do not speak on my own authority. For if I speak on my own authority, I 
will be a shepherd nourishing myself and not the sheep. However, if my words are 
the LordÕs, then he is nourishing you no matter who speaks. Thus says the Lord God: 
Shepherds of Israel, who have been nourishing only themselves! Should not the shepherds nourish the sheep? 
In other words, true shepherds take care of their sheep, not themselves. This is the 
principle reason why God condemns those shepherds: they took care of themselves 
rather than their sheep. Who are they who nourish themselves? They are the 
shepherds the Apostle described when he said: They all seek what is theirs and not what is 
ChristÕs. 

I must distinguish carefully between two aspects of the role the lord has given me, a 
role that demands a rigorous accountability, a role based on the LordÕs greatness 
rather than on my own merit. The first aspect is that I am a Christian; the second, 
that I am a leader. I am a Christian for my own sake, whereas I am a leader for your 
sake; the fact that I am a Christian is to my own advantage, but I am a leader for 
your advantage. 

Many persons come to God as Christians but not as leaders. Perhaps they travel by 
an easier road and are less hindered since they bear a lighter burden. In addition to 
the fact that I am a Christian and must give God an account of my life, I as a leader 
must give him an account of my stewardship as well. 
 

MONDAY 56, 57, [58]        !        64, 65 
 

1 Kings 21:1-16 -   Later the following events took place: Naboth the Jezreelite had 
a vineyard in Jezreel, beside the palace of King Ahab of Samaria.  And Ahab said to 
Naboth, ÒGive me your vineyard, so that I may have it for a vegetable garden, 
because it is near my house; I will give you a better vineyard for it; or, if it seems 
good to you, I will give you its value in money.Ó  But Naboth said to Ahab, ÒThe 
LORD forbid that I should give you my ancestral inheritance.Ó  Ahab went home 
resentful and sullen because of what Naboth the Jezreelite had said to him; for he 
had said, ÒI will not give you my ancestral inheritance.Ó He lay down on his bed, 
turned away his face, and would not eat.  

  His wife Jezebel came to him and said, ÒWhy are you so depressed that you will not 
eat?Ó  He said to her, ÒBecause I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and said to him, 
ÔGive me your vineyard for money; or else, if you prefer, I will give you another 
vineyard for itÕ; but he answered, ÔI will not give you my vineyard.ÕÓ  His wife 
Jezebel said to him, ÒDo you now govern Israel? Get up, eat some food, and be 
cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.Ó  
  So she wrote letters in AhabÕs name and sealed them with his seal; she sent the 
letters to the elders and the nobles who lived with Naboth in his city.  She wrote in 



the letters, ÒProclaim a fast, and seat Naboth at the head of the assembly;  seat two 
scoundrels opposite him, and have them bring a charge against him, saying, ÔYou 
have cursed God and the king.Õ Then take him out, and stone him to death.Ó  The 
men of his city, the elders and the nobles who lived in his city, did as Jezebel had 
sent word to them. Just as it was written in the letters that she had sent to them,  
they proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the head of the assembly.  The two 
scoundrels came in and sat opposite him; and the scoundrels brought a charge 
against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, ÒNaboth cursed God and the 
king.Ó So they took him outside the city, and stoned him to death.  Then they sent 
to Jezebel, saying, ÒNaboth has been stoned; he is dead.Ó  

  As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to 
Ahab, ÒGo, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he 
refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead.Ó  As soon as Ahab 
heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab set out to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 
 

Job 40:1-24 -   And the LORD said to Job:  

 ÒShall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty?   Anyone who argues with God 
must respond.Ó    
    Then Job answered the LORD:  

 ÒSee, I am of small account; what shall I answer you?   I lay my hand on my mouth.  

 I have spoken once, and I will not answer;   twice, but will proceed no further.Ó  

  Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:  

 ÒGird up your loins like a man;   I will question you, and you declare to me.  

 Will you even put me in the wrong?   Will you condemn me that you may be 
justified?  
 Have you an arm like God,   and can you thunder with a voice like his?    
    ÒDeck yourself with majesty and dignity;   clothe yourself with glory and splendor.  
 Pour out the overflowings of your anger,   and look on all who are proud, and 
abase them.  

 Look on all who are proud, and bring them low;   tread down the wicked where 
they stand.  

 Hide them all in the dust together;   bind their faces in the world below.  
 Then I will also acknowledge to you   that your own right hand can give you victory. 
   
    ÒLook at Behemoth,   which I made just as I made you;   it eats grass like an ox.  

 Its strength is in its loins,   and its power in the muscles of its belly.  
 It makes its tail stiff like a cedar;   the sinews of its thighs are knit together.  

 Its bones are tubes of bronze,   its limbs like bars of iron.    
    ÒIt is the first of the great acts of GodÑ   only its Maker can approach it with the 
sword.  

 For the mountains yield food for it   where all the wild animals play.  

 Under the lotus plants it lies,   in the covert of the reeds and in the marsh.  

 The lotus trees cover it for shade;   the willows of the wadi surround it.  

 Even if the river is turbulent, it is not frightened;   it is confident though Jordan 
rushes against its mouth.  

 Can one take it with hooks   or pierce its nose with a snare?   
 

1 Cor. 1:1-19 -   Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 
our brother Sosthenes,  

  To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus,  for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 
speech and knowledge of every kindÑ  just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among youÑ  so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
  Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that 
you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.  For it has been reported to 
me by ChloeÕs people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.  
What I mean is that each of you says, ÒI belong to Paul,Ó or ÒI belong to Apollos,Ó or 
ÒI belong to Cephas,Ó or ÒI belong to Christ.Ó  Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  I thank God that I 
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,  so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name.  (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond 
that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)  For Christ did not send me to 
baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross 
of Christ might not be emptied of its power.  

   For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written,  ÒI will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise,   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.Ó 
 

Matt. 4:1-11 -   Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil.  He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 
famished.  The tempter came and said to him, ÒIf you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.Ó  But he answered, ÒIt is written,  
ÔOne does not live by bread alone,   but by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.ÕÓ  

   Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple,  saying to him, ÒIf you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written,  ÔHe will command his angels concerning you,Õ   and ÔOn their hands they 
will bear you up,  so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.ÕÓ  

Jesus said to him, ÒAgain it is written, ÔDo not put the Lord your God to the test.ÕÓ  

   Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor;  and he said to him, ÒAll these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.Ó  Jesus said to him, ÒAway with you, 
Satan! for it is written,  ÔWorship the Lord your God,   and serve only him.ÕÓ  

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

The shepherds who feed themselves 

Let us consider the unflattering words of God which Scripture addresses to 
shepherds who feed themselves and not the sheep. You consume their milk and cover 
yourselves with their wool; you kill the fatlings, but my sheep you do not pasture. You have failed to 
strengthen what was weak, to heal what was sick, and to bind up what was injured. You did not call back 
what went astray, nor seek out what was lost. What was strong you have destroyed, and my sheep have been 
scattered because there is no shepherd. 

This is spoken to the shepherds who feed themselves and not the sheep; it speaks of 
their concern and their neglect. What is their concern? You consume their milk and cover 
yourselves with their wool. And so the Apostle asks: Who plants a vineyard and does not eat from its 
fruit? Who pastures a flock and does not drink from the milk of the flock? Thus we learn that the 
milk of the flock is whatever temporal support and sustenance GodÕs people give to 
those who are placed over them. It is of this that the Apostle was speaking in the 
passage just quoted. 

Although he chose to support himself by the labour of his own hands and not to ask 
for milk from the sheep, the Apostle did say that he had the right to receive the 
milk, for the Lord had established that they who preach the Gospel should live from 
the Gospel. Paul also says that others of his fellow apostles made use of this right, a 



right granted them, and not unlawfully usurped. But Paul went further by not 
taking what was rightfully his. He forgave the debt, whereas the others did not 
demand what was not due them. Therefore Paul went further. Perhaps his action 
was foreshadowed by the Good Samaritan who, when he brought the sick man to the 
inn, said: If you spend any more, I will repay you on my way back. 

What more can I say concerning those shepherds who do not need the milk of the 
flock? They are more merciful; or rather, they carry out a more abundant ministry 
of mercy. They are able to do so, and they do it. Let them receive praise, but do not 
condemn the others. The Apostle himself did not seek what was given. However, he 
wanted the sheep to be fruitful, not sterile and unable to give milk. 
 

TUESDAY 61, 62        !        68:1-20(21-23)24-36 
 

1 Kings 21:17-29 -   Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying:  Go down to meet King Ahab of Israel, who rules in Samaria; he is now in 
the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone to take possession.  You shall say to him, 
ÒThus says the LORD: Have you killed, and also taken possession?Ó You shall say to 
him, ÒThus says the LORD: In the place where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth, 
dogs will also lick up your blood.Ó  

  Ahab said to Elijah, ÒHave you found me, O my enemy?Ó He answered, ÒI have 
found you. Because you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the sight of the 
LORD,  I will bring disaster on you; I will consume you, and will cut off from Ahab 
every male, bond or free, in Israel;  and I will make your house like the house of 
Jeroboam son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you 
have provoked me to anger and have caused Israel to sin.  Also concerning Jezebel 
the LORD said, ÔThe dogs shall eat Jezebel within the bounds of Jezreel.Õ  Anyone 
belonging to Ahab who dies in the city the dogs shall eat; and anyone of his who dies 
in the open country the birds of the air shall eat.Ó  

  (Indeed, there was no one like Ahab, who sold himself to do what was evil in the 
sight of the LORD, urged on by his wife Jezebel.  He acted most abominably in 
going after idols, as the Amorites had done, whom the LORD drove out before the 
Israelites.)  
  When Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes and put sackcloth over his bare 
flesh; he fasted, lay in the sackcloth, and went about dejectedly.  Then the word of 
the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite:  ÒHave you seen how Ahab has humbled 
himself before me? Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not bring the 
disaster in his days; but in his sonÕs days I will bring the disaster on his house.Ó 
 

Job 40:1,41:1-11 -   And the LORD said to Job:  

    ÒCan you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook,   or press down its tongue with a 
cord?  
 Can you put a rope in its nose,   or pierce its jaw with a hook?  

 Will it make many supplications to you?   Will it speak soft words to you?  

 Will it make a covenant with you   to be taken as your servant forever?  

 Will you play with it as with a bird,   or will you put it on leash for your girls?  

 Will traders bargain over it?   Will they divide it up among the merchants?  
 Can you fill its skin with harpoons,   or its head with fishing spears?  

 Lay hands on it;   think of the battle; you will not do it again!  

 Any hope of capturing it will be disappointed;   were not even the gods 
overwhelmed at the sight of it?  
 No one is so fierce as to dare to stir it up.   Who can stand before it?  

 Who can confront it and be safe?   Ñunder the whole heaven, who?   
 

1 Cor. 1:20-31 - Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.  For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,  but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,  but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  
For GodÕs foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and GodÕs weakness is stronger 
than human strength.  

  Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong;  God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that 
are not, to reduce to nothing things that are,  so that no one might boast in the 
presence of God.  He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption,  in order 
that, as it is written, ÒLet the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.Ó 
 

Matt. 4:12-17 -   Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew 
to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the 
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,  so that what had been spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  

 ÒLand of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, 
Galilee of the GentilesÑ  
 the people who sat in darkness   have seen a great light,  and for those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death   light has dawned.Ó  

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ÒRepent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.Ó 

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

The example of St Paul 

Once upon a time, when Paul was in great poverty and shut up in prison for 
proclaiming the truth, the brethren sent him what was necessary to relieve his 
poverty and meet his needs. He wrote to thank them: It was kind of you to share in my 
troubles. I have learnt to manage on whatever I have. I know how to live in plenty and how to live in want. 
There is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One who gives me strength. All the same, it was good of 
you to share with me in my hardships. 

He rejoices, not so much at having his wants relieved as at the generosity of his 
friends. Thus he shows them what is truly good about their action; for he does not 
want there to be shepherds among them who feed themselves rather than their 
sheep. 
What, then, was he asking for? It is not that I wish for your gifts, but that I demand that you should 
be fruitful. Not, in other words, that I should be filled, but that you should be not 
empty but abundant. 

If  you cannot, like Paul, earn your living by the work of your own hands, then by all 
means relieve your wants by accepting the milk that your sheep provide; but never 
neglect the weaknesses and needs of your flock. Do not seek to do well out of it, so 
that you appear to be proclaiming the Gospel only because you need the money. 
Give the light of the Word to the people who need illumination. For you are like 
lamps, as Scripture says: Let your loins be girded and your lamps lit, and No one lights a lamp to put 
it under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way your 
light must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may give the praise to your Father in 
heaven. 

Now then, if a lamp is lit for you in your house, you add oil to make sure it doesnÕt 
go out. On the other hand, if a lamp full of oil fails to shine then it does not 
deserve to be put on the lamp-stand: it may as well be smashed at once. So the 
means of living must be offered only as an act of charity and accepted only out of 
necessity. The Gospel must not be like something that is bought and sold, the price 
being the preachersÕ livelihood. If you do sell it like that then you are cheapening a 
thing of great value. Accept the relief of your wants from the people, but receive the 



reward of your preaching from the Lord; for it is not right for the people to reward 
their pastors for serving them in the gospel of love. Let the pastors look for reward 
from the same source that the people look to for salvation. 

Why are these pastors being rebuked? What is the charge against them? It is that 
they take the milk and clothe themselves with the wool but neglect the sheep from 
which these things come. They care not about ChristÕs interests, but their own. 
 

WEDNESDAY 72        !        119:73-96 
 

1 Kings 22:1-28 -   For three years Aram and Israel continued without war.  But in 
the third year King Jehoshaphat of Judah came down to the king of Israel.  The king 
of Israel said to his servants, ÒDo you know that Ramoth-gilead belongs to us, yet we 
are doing nothing to take it out of the hand of the king of Aram?Ó  He said to 
Jehoshaphat, ÒWill you go with me to battle at Ramoth-gilead?Ó Jehoshaphat replied 
to the king of Israel, ÒI am as you are; my people are your people, my horses are 
your horses.Ó  

  But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, ÒInquire first for the word of the 
LORD.Ó  Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four 
hundred of them, and said to them, ÒShall I go to battle against Ramoth-gilead, or 
shall I refrain?Ó They said, ÒGo up; for the LORD will give it into the hand of the 
king.Ó  But Jehoshaphat said, ÒIs there no other prophet of the LORD here of 
whom we may inquire?Ó  The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ÒThere is still one 
other by whom we may inquire of the LORD, Micaiah son of Imlah; but I hate him, 
for he never prophesies anything favorable about me, but only disaster.Ó 
Jehoshaphat said, ÒLet the king not say such a thing.Ó  Then the king of Israel 
summoned an officer and said, ÒBring quickly Micaiah son of Imlah.Ó  Now the 
king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah were sitting on their thrones, arrayed 
in their robes, at the threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all 
the prophets were prophesying before them.  Zedekiah son of Chenaanah made for 
himself horns of iron, and he said, ÒThus says the LORD: With these you shall gore 
the Arameans until they are destroyed.Ó  All the prophets were prophesying the 
same and saying, ÒGo up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph; the LORD will give it into 
the hand of the king.Ó  

  The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, ÒLook, the words 
of the prophets with one accord are favorable to the king; let your word be like the 
word of one of them, and speak favorably.Ó  But Micaiah said, ÒAs the LORD lives, 
whatever the LORD says to me, that I will speak.Ó  

  When he had come to the king, the king said to him, ÒMicaiah, shall we go to 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we refrain?Ó He answered him, ÒGo up and 
triumph; the LORD will give it into the hand of the king.Ó  But the king said to 
him, ÒHow many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in 
the name of the LORD?Ó  Then Micaiah said, ÒI saw all Israel scattered on the 
mountains, like sheep that have no shepherd; and the LORD said, ÔThese have no 
master; let each one go home in peace.ÕÓ  The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, 
ÒDid I not tell you that he would not prophesy anything favorable about me, but 
only disaster?Ó  

  Then Micaiah said, ÒTherefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD 
sitting on his throne, with all the host of heaven standing beside him to the right 
and to the left of him.  And the LORD said, ÔWho will entice Ahab, so that he may 
go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?Õ Then one said one thing, and another said 
another,  until a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, ÔI will 
entice him.Õ  ÔHow?Õ the LORD asked him. He replied, ÔI will go out and be a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.Õ Then the LORD said, ÔYou are to entice 
him, and you shall succeed; go out and do it.Õ  So you see, the LORD has put a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the LORD has decreed disaster for 
you.Ó  

  Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah came up to Micaiah, slapped him on the cheek, 
and said, ÒWhich way did the spirit of the LORD pass from me to speak to you?Ó  
Micaiah replied, ÒYou will find out on that day when you go in to hide in an inner 
chamber.Ó  The king of Israel then ordered, ÒTake Micaiah, and return him to 
Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the kingÕs son,  and say, ÔThus says the 
king: Put this fellow in prison, and feed him on reduced rations of bread and water 
until I come in peace.ÕÓ  Micaiah said, ÒIf you return in peace, the LORD has not 
spoken by me.Ó And he said, ÒHear, you peoples, all of you!Ó 
 

Job 42:1-17 -   Then Job answered the LORD:  

 ÒI know that you can do all things,   and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.  

 ÔWho is this that hides counsel without knowledge?Õ  Therefore I have uttered what 
I did not understand,   things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.  

 ÔHear, and I will speak;   I will question you, and you declare to me.Õ  

 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,   but now my eye sees you;  

 therefore I despise myself,   and repent in dust and ashes.Ó  

  After the LORD had spoken these words to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the 
Temanite: ÒMy wrath is kindled against you and against your two friends; for you 
have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.  Now therefore take 
seven bulls and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a 
burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer not 
to deal with you according to your folly; for you have not spoken of me what is 
right, as my servant Job has done.Ó  So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the LORD had told them; 
and the LORD accepted JobÕs prayer.  

  And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends; 
and the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.  Then there came to him all 
his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with 
him in his house; they showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that 
the LORD had brought upon him; and each of them gave him a piece of money and 
a gold ring.  The LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; and 
he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and 
a thousand donkeys.  He also had seven sons and three daughters.  He named the 
first Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch.  In all the land 
there were no women so beautiful as JobÕs daughters; and their father gave them an 
inheritance along with their brothers.  After this Job lived one hundred and forty 
years, and saw his children, and his childrenÕs children, four generations.  And Job 
died, old and full of days. 
 

1 Cor. 2:1-13 -    When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come 
proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom.  For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  And I came to 
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power,  so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God.  

   Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age 
or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish.  But we speak GodÕs wisdom, 
secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.  None of the 
rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory.  But, as it is written,  ÒWhat no eye has seen, nor ear heard,   nor the 
human heart conceived,  what God has prepared for those who love himÓÑ  
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God.  For what human being knows what is truly 
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is 
truly GodÕs except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed 



on us by God.  And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom 
but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 
 

Matt. 4:18-25 -   As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the seaÑfor they 
were fishermen.  And he said to them, ÒFollow me, and I will make you fish for 
people.Ó  Immediately they left their nets and followed him.  As he went from there, 
he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.  Immediately 
they left the boat and their father, and followed him.  

  Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people.  So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the 
sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, 
and paralytics, and he cured them.  And great crowds followed him from Galilee, 
the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.  

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

No-one should seek what is his own, but what is Christ's 

We have talked about what it means for a shepherd to Òdrink the milk of his flock.Ó 
Now, then, what does it mean when he Òclothes himself in its woolÓ? 

To give milk is to give sustenance; to give wool is to give honour. These are the two 
things that pastors demand when they want to feed themselves rather than their 
sheep: the fulfilment of their bodily wants and the pleasure that comes from honour 
and praise. 

Clothing is a good image of honour because clothing covers nakedness. Now every 
man is weak Ð and whoever is placed over you is a man just like you. He has a body; 
he is mortal. He eats, he goes to sleep, he wakes up. He has been born and he will 
die. If you consider him in himself, he is nothing but a man; but by giving him 
honour you give him, as it were, clothing to cover up his human nakedness. 

See what kind of clothing Paul received from the good people of God: You welcomed 
me as an angel of God. I swear that you would even have gone so far as to pluck out your eyes and give them 
to me. But with all the honour that was given to him, did he spare the feelings of 
those who had gone astray, so that he could avoid being contradicted or being 
praised less than before? He did not. If he had withheld correction from those who 
needed it, he would have been one of those pastors who feed themselves and not 
their sheep. He would have been saying to himself, ÒWhat has that to do with me? 
Let them do as they like: my food is safe, my honour is safe Ð I have as much milk 
and wool as I want, so let everyone wander wherever he likes.Ó But then, if you 
think like that, are all your goods really safe if everyone goes wherever he wants? If 
you think like that, I refuse to make you a leader and you will be like every one of 
your own people: If one part of the body is hurt, all parts are hurt with it. 

So when the Apostle Paul is recalling how the Galatians behaved towards him, he 
does it because he does not want to seem forgetful of the honour they gave him. He 
remembers that they received him as if he had been an angel of God, that if it had 
been possible they would have torn out their own eyes to give to him. But despite all 
this, he has come to the sick, the rotting sheep to lance its abscesses and cut away its 
rotting flesh. He is driven to say Is it telling the truth that has made me your enemy? 

Paul received the sheepÕs milk, as we heard before, and he received their wool to 
clothe him, but he did not neglect the care of his flock. He did not seek his own 
interests but those of Jesus Christ. 
 

THURSDAY [70], 71        !        74 
 

1 Kings 22:29-45 -   So the king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah went up 
to Ramoth-gilead.  The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ÒI will disguise myself 
and go into battle, but you wear your robes.Ó So the king of Israel disguised himself 
and went into battle.  Now the king of Aram had commanded the thirty-two 
captains of his chariots, ÒFight with no one small or great, but only with the king of 
Israel.Ó  When the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, ÒIt is surely 
the king of Israel.Ó So they turned to fight against him; and Jehoshaphat cried out.  
When the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, they turned 
back from pursuing him.  But a certain man drew his bow and unknowingly struck 
the king of Israel between the scale armor and the breastplate; so he said to the 
driver of his chariot, ÒTurn around, and carry me out of the battle, for I am 
wounded.Ó  The battle grew hot that day, and the king was propped up in his chariot 
facing the Arameans, until at evening he died; the blood from the wound had 
flowed into the bottom of the chariot.  Then about sunset a shout went through the 
army, ÒEvery man to his city, and every man to his country!Ó  

  So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; they buried the king in Samaria.  
They washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria; the dogs licked up his blood, and 
the prostitutes washed themselves in it, according to the word of the LORD that he 
had spoken.  Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory 
house that he built, and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the Book 
of the Annals of the Kings of Israel?  So Ahab slept with his ancestors; and his son 
Ahaziah succeeded him.  
  Jehoshaphat son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of King Ahab 
of Israel.  Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His motherÕs name was Azubah daughter of 
Shilhi.  He walked in all the way of his father Asa; he did not turn aside from it, 
doing what was right in the sight of the LORD; yet the high places were not taken 
away, and the people still sacrificed and offered incense on the high places.  
Jehoshaphat also made peace with the king of Israel.  

  Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his power that he showed, and how he 
waged war, are they not written in the Book of the Annals of the Kings of Judah? 
 

Job 28:1-28 -    ÒSurely there is a mine for silver,   and a place for gold to be 
refined.  
 Iron is taken out of the earth,   and copper is smelted from ore.  

 Miners put an end to darkness,   and search out to the farthest bound   the ore in 
gloom and deep darkness.  

 They open shafts in a valley away from human habitation;   they are forgotten by 
travelers,   they sway suspended, remote from people.  

 As for the earth, out of it comes bread;   but underneath it is turned up as by fire.  

 Its stones are the place of sapphires,   and its dust contains gold.    
    ÒThat path no bird of prey knows,   and the falconÕs eye has not seen it.  

 The proud wild animals have not trodden it;   the lion has not passed over it.    
    ÒThey put their hand to the flinty rock,   and overturn mountains by the roots.  

 They cut out channels in the rocks,   and their eyes see every precious thing.  

 The sources of the rivers they probe;   hidden things they bring to light.    
    ÒBut where shall wisdom be found?   And where is the place of understanding?  

 Mortals do not know the way to it,   and it is not found in the land of the living.  

 The deep says, ÔIt is not in me,Õ   and the sea says, ÔIt is not with me.Õ  

 It cannot be gotten for gold,   and silver cannot be weighed out as its price.  

 It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir,   in precious onyx or sapphire.  

 Gold and glass cannot equal it,   nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold.  

 No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal;   the price of wisdom is above 
pearls.  



 The chrysolite of Ethiopia cannot compare with it,   nor can it be valued in pure 
gold.    
    ÒWhere then does wisdom come from?   And where is the place of 
understanding?  

 It is hidden from the eyes of all living,   and concealed from the birds of the air.  

 Abaddon and Death say,   ÔWe have heard a rumor of it with our ears.Õ    
    ÒGod understands the way to it,   and he knows its place.  

 For he looks to the ends of the earth,   and sees everything under the heavens.  

 When he gave to the wind its weight,   and apportioned out the waters by measure;  

 when he made a decree for the rain,   and a way for the thunderbolt;  

 then he saw it and declared it;   he established it, and searched it out.  

 And he said to humankind,  ÔTruly, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom;   and to 
depart from evil is understanding.ÕÓ 
 

1 Cor. 2:14-3:15 -    Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of GodÕs 
Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned.  Those who are spiritual discern all things, 
and they are themselves subject to no one elseÕs scrutiny.  

 ÒFor who has known the mind of the Lord   so as to instruct him?Ó  But we have the 
mind of Christ.  
  And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but 
rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ.  I fed you with milk, not solid 
food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready,  for 
you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, 
are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations?  For when 
one says, ÒI belong to Paul,Ó and another, ÒI belong to Apollos,Ó are you not merely 
human?  
  What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, 
as the Lord assigned to each.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  
So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God 
who gives the growth.  The one who plants and the one who waters have a common 
purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each.  For we are 
GodÕs servants, working together; you are GodÕs field, GodÕs building.  

  According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care 
how to build on it.  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has 
been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.  Now if anyone builds on the foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, strawÑ  the work of each builder will 
become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and 
the fire will test what sort of work each has done.  If what has been built on the 
foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward.  If the work is burned up, the 
builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire. 
 

Matt. 5:1-10 -   When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 
sat down, his disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying:  
  ÒBlessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

  ÒBlessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

  ÒBlessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

  ÒBlessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

  ÒBlessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

  ÒBlessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

  ÒBlessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
  ÒBlessed are those who are persecuted for righteousnessÕ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

Be a model for the faithful 

When the Lord had explained what these bad shepherds seek, he also said what they 
neglect. The defects of the sheep are widespread. There are a very few healthy, fat 
sheep Ð that is, those that are made strong by feeding on the truth, by GodÕs gift 
making good use of the pastures Ð but they are not safe from the bad shepherds. 
Those shepherds not only do not look after the sick, the weak, the wandering and 
the lost, but they do as much harm as they can to the strong and sleek among the 
flock. Those sheep survive Ð by the mercy of God they survive Ð but the bad 
shepherds do what they can to kill them. 
You may ask how they do this. By living badly, by setting a bad example. There was a 
reason why the servants of God, eminent among shepherds, were told In everything you 
do make yourself an example to them of working for good, and Be a model for the faithful. Often even a 
strong sheep, seeing its leader living a wicked life, will turn from contemplation of 
the laws of the Lord to the behaviour of the man and say to itself, Òif my leader lives 
thus, who am I that I should do things differently?Ó In that way the shepherd is 
killing the strong sheep: and if the strong, then what of the rest? Even if their 
strength did not come from his care Ð even if they were strong and healthy before he 
saw them Ð still he is killing him by his evil life. 

I say this to your loving kindness, I say it again: even if the sheep are living strong in 
the word of the Lord, even if they follow what their Lord has told them: Do what they 
say; but what they do, do not do yourselves, whoever lives wickedly in the sight of the people is 
a murderer in so far as he is able. Let him not flatter himself that his victim is not 
dead. The victim is not dead but the man is still a murderer. When a man lusts after 
a woman then even if she remains chaste he is still an adulterer. The LordÕs 
judgement is clear and true: If a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. He has not come to her in his bedroom but in the interior 
bedroom of his heart he is already in the throes of passion with her. 
And so it is that anyone who lives wickedly in the sight of those over whom he has 
authority is killing them, even the strong ones, as far as he is able. Whoever imitates 
him dies and whoever does not imitate him lives, but as far as he himself is 
concerned he is killing them all. As the Lord says, You are killing the fattest sheep but you do 
not feed my flock. 

FRIDAY 69:1-23(24-30)31-38        !        73 
 

2 Kings 1:2-17 -   Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice in his upper chamber in 
Samaria, and lay injured; so he sent messengers, telling them, ÒGo, inquire of 
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this injury.Ó  But the 
angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, ÒGet up, go to meet the messengers 
of the king of Samaria, and say to them, ÔIs it because there is no God in Israel that 
you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?Õ  Now therefore thus says 
the LORD, ÔYou shall not leave the bed to which you have gone, but you shall surely 
die.ÕÓ So Elijah went.  

  The messengers returned to the king, who said to them, ÒWhy have you returned?Ó  
They answered him, ÒThere came a man to meet us, who said to us, ÔGo back to the 
king who sent you, and say to him: Thus says the LORD: Is it because there is no 
God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 
Therefore you shall not leave the bed to which you have gone, but shall surely die.ÕÓ  
He said to them, ÒWhat sort of man was he who came to meet you and told you these 
things?Ó  They answered him, ÒA hairy man, with a leather belt around his waist.Ó 
He said, ÒIt is Elijah the Tishbite.Ó  

  Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his fifty men. He went up to 
Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, ÒO man of God, the 
king says, ÔCome down.ÕÓ  But Elijah answered the captain of fifty, ÒIf I am a man of 
God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty.Ó Then fire 
came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.  



  Again the king sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty. He went up and 
said to him, ÒO man of God, this is the kingÕs order: Come down quickly!Ó  But 
Elijah answered them, ÒIf I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and 
consume you and your fifty.Ó Then the fire of God came down from heaven and 
consumed him and his fifty.  

  Again the king sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. So the third captain of 
fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and entreated him, ÒO 
man of God, please let my life, and the life of these fifty servants of yours, be 
precious in your sight.  Look, fire came down from heaven and consumed the two 
former captains of fifty men with their fifties; but now let my life be precious in 
your sight.Ó  Then the angel of the LORD said to Elijah, ÒGo down with him; do 
not be afraid of him.Ó So he set out and went down with him to the king,  and said 
to him, ÒThus says the LORD: Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-
zebub, the god of Ekron,Ñis it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his 
word?Ñtherefore you shall not leave the bed to which you have gone, but you shall 
surely die.Ó  

  So he died according to the word of the LORD that Elijah had spoken. His 
brother, Jehoram succeeded him as king in the second year of King Jehoram son of 
Jehoshaphat of Judah, because Ahaziah had no son. 
 

Esther 1:1-19 -   This happened in the days of Ahasuerus, the same Ahasuerus who 
ruled over one hundred twenty-seven provinces from India to Ethiopia.  In those 
days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in the citadel of Susa,  in the 
third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all his officials and ministers. The 
army of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces were 
present,  while he displayed the great wealth of his kingdom and the splendor and 
pomp of his majesty for many days, one hundred eighty days in all.  

  When these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in the 
citadel of Susa, both great and small, a banquet lasting for seven days, in the court 
of the garden of the kingÕs palace.  There were white cotton curtains and blue 
hangings tied with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings and marble pillars. 
There were couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, 
mother-of-pearl, and colored stones.  Drinks were served in golden goblets, goblets 
of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of the 
king.  Drinking was by flagons, without restraint; for the king had given orders to 
all the officials of his palace to do as each one desired.  Furthermore, Queen Vashti 
gave a banquet for the women in the palace of King Ahasuerus.  

  On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he commanded 
Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven 
eunuchs who attended him,  to bring Queen Vashti before the king, wearing the 
royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the officials her beauty; for she was 
fair to behold.  But Queen Vashti refused to come at the kingÕs command conveyed 
by the eunuchs. At this the king was enraged, and his anger burned within him.  

  Then the king consulted the sages who knew the laws (for this was the kingÕs 
procedure toward all who were versed in law and custom,  and those next to him 
were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the 
seven officials of Persia and Media, who had access to the king, and sat first in the 
kingdom):  ÒAccording to the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti because she 
has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus conveyed by the eunuchs?Ó  
Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, ÒNot only has 
Queen Vashti done wrong to the king, but also to all the officials and all the peoples 
who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus.  For this deed of the queen will be 
made known to all women, causing them to look with contempt on their husbands, 
since they will say, ÔKing Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before 
him, and she did not come.Õ  This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media who 
have heard of the queenÕs behavior will rebel against the kingÕs officials, and there 
will be no end of contempt and wrath!  If it pleases the king, let a royal order go out 
from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that 

it may not be altered, that Vashti is never again to come before King Ahasuerus; and 
let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she. 
 

1 Cor. 3:16-23 -   Do you not know that you are GodÕs temple and that GodÕs Spirit 
dwells in you?  If anyone destroys GodÕs temple, God will destroy that person. For 
GodÕs temple is holy, and you are that temple.  

   Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you should 
become fools so that you may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. For it is written,  ÒHe catches the wise in their craftiness,Ó  

and again,  ÒThe Lord knows the thoughts of the wise,   that they are futile.Ó  

So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours,  whether Paul or 
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the futureÑall 
belong to you,  and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. 
 

Matt. 5:11-16 -   ÒBlessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.  

  ÒYou are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot.  
  ÒYou are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

Prepare your soul for temptation 

You have already been told about the wicked things shepherds desire. Let us now 
consider what they neglect. You have failed to strengthen what was weak, to heal what was sick, and 
to bind up what was injured (that is, what was broken). You did not call back the straying sheep, nor 
seek out the lost. What was strong you have destroyed. Yes, you have cut it down and killed it. 
The sheep is weak, that is to say, its heart is weak, and so, incautious and 
unprepared, it may give in to temptations. 

The negligent shepherd fails to say to the believer: My son, come to the service of God. stand 
fast in fear and in righteousness, and prepare your soul for temptation. A shepherd who does say this 
strengthens the one who is weak and makes him strong. Such a believer will then 
not hope for the prosperity of this world. For if he has been taught to hope for 
worldly gain, he will be corrupted by prosperity. When adversity comes, he will be 
wounded or perhaps destroyed. 

The builder who builds in such manner is not building the believer on a rock but 
upon sand. But the rock was Christ. Christians must imitate ChristÕs sufferings, not set 
their hearts on pleasures. He who is weak will be strengthened when told: ÒYes, 
expect the temptations of this world, but the Lord will deliver you from them all if 
your heart has not abandoned him. For it was to strengthen your heart that he came 
to suffer and die, came to be spit upon and crowned with thorns, came to be 
accused of shameful things, yes, came to be fastened to the wood of the cross. All 
these things he did for you, and you did nothing. He did them not for himself, but 
for you.Ó 
But what sort of shepherds are they who for fear of giving offence not only fail to 
prepare the sheep for the temptations that threaten, but even promise them worldly 
happiness? God himself made no such promise to this world. On the contrary, God 
foretold hardship upon hardship in this world until the end of time. And you want 
the Christian to be exempt from these troubles? Precisely because he is a Christian, 
he is destined to suffer more in this world. 



For the Apostle says: All who desire to live a holy life in Christ will suffer persecution. But you, 
shepherd, seek what is yours and not what is ChristÕs, you disregard what the 
Apostle says: All who want to live a holy life in Christ will suffer persecution. You say instead: ÒIf 
you live a holy life in Christ, all good things will be yours in abundance. If you do 
not have children, you will embrace and nourish all men, and none of them shall 
die.Ó Is this the way you build up the believer? Take note of what you are doing and 
where you are placing him. You have built him on sand. The rains will come, the 
river will overflow and rush in, the winds will blow, and the elements will dash 
against that house of yours. It will fall, and its ruin will be great. 

Lift him up from the sand and put him on the rock. Let him be in Christ, if you 
wish him to be a Christian. Let him turn his thoughts to sufferings, however 
unworthy they may be in comparison to ChristÕs. Let him centre his attention on 
Christ, who was without sin, and yet made restitution for what he had not done. Let 
him consider Scripture, which says to him: He chastises every son whom he acknowledges. Let 
him prepare to be chastised, or else not seek to be acknowledged as a son. 
 

SATURDAY 75, 76        !        23, 27 
 

2 Kings 2:1-18 -   Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.  Elijah said to Elisha, 
ÒStay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.Ó But Elisha said, ÒAs the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.Ó So they went down to 
Bethel.  The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said 
to him, ÒDo you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?Ó 
And he said, ÒYes, I know; keep silent.Ó  

  Elijah said to him, ÒElisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.Ó But 
he said, ÒAs the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.Ó So they 
came to Jericho.  The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, 
and said to him, ÒDo you know that today the LORD will take your master away 
from you?Ó And he answered, ÒYes, I know; be silent.Ó  

  Then Elijah said to him, ÒStay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.Ó But 
he said, ÒAs the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.Ó So the 
two of them went on.  Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at 
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan.  Then Elijah 
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the 
one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.  

  When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ÒTell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.Ó Elisha said, ÒPlease let me inherit a double share of 
your spirit.Ó  He responded, ÒYou have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I 
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.Ó  As they 
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two 
of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven.  Elisha kept watching and 
crying out, ÒFather, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!Ó But when he 
could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  

  He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan.  He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from 
him, and struck the water, saying, ÒWhere is the LORD, the God of Elijah?Ó When 
he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and 
Elisha went over.  

  When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at a distance, they 
declared, ÒThe spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.Ó They came to meet him and bowed 
to the ground before him.  They said to him, ÒSee now, we have fifty strong men 
among your servants; please let them go and seek your master; it may be that the 
spirit of the LORD has caught him up and thrown him down on some mountain or 
into some valley.Ó He responded, ÒNo, do not send them.Ó  But when they urged 
him until he was ashamed, he said, ÒSend them.Ó So they sent fifty men who 

searched for three days but did not find him.  When they came back to him (he had 
remained at Jericho), he said to them, ÒDid I not say to you, Do not go?Ó 
 

Esther 2:5-23 -   Now there was a Jew in the citadel of Susa whose name was 
Mordecai son of Jair son of Shimei son of Kish, a Benjaminite.  Kish had been 
carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with King Jeconiah of 
Judah, whom King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had carried away.  Mordecai had 
brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, his cousin, for she had neither father nor 
mother; the girl was fair and beautiful, and when her father and her mother died, 
Mordecai adopted her as his own daughter.  So when the kingÕs order and his edict 
were proclaimed, and when many young women were gathered in the citadel of Susa 
in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the kingÕs palace and put in custody 
of Hegai, who had charge of the women.  The girl pleased him and won his favor, 
and he quickly provided her with her cosmetic treatments and her portion of food, 
and with seven chosen maids from the kingÕs palace, and advanced her and her 
maids to the best place in the harem.  Esther did not reveal her people or kindred, 
for Mordecai had charged her not to tell.  Every day Mordecai would walk around in 
front of the court of the harem, to learn how Esther was and how she fared.  

  The turn came for each girl to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months 
under the regulations for the women, since this was the regular period of their 
cosmetic treatment, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with perfumes and 
cosmetics for women.  When the girl went in to the king she was given whatever she 
asked for to take with her from the harem to the kingÕs palace.  In the evening she 
went in; then in the morning she came back to the second harem in custody of 
Shaashgaz, the kingÕs eunuch, who was in charge of the concubines; she did not go 
in to the king again, unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by 
name.  
  When the turn came for Esther daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who 
had adopted her as his own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing 
except what Hegai the kingÕs eunuch, who had charge of the women, advised. Now 
Esther was admired by all who saw her.  When Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus 
in his royal palace in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh 
year of his reign,  the king loved Esther more than all the other women; of all the 
virgins she won his favor and devotion, so that he set the royal crown on her head 
and made her queen instead of Vashti.  Then the king gave a great banquet to all his 
officials and ministersÑÒEstherÕs banquet.Ó He also granted a holiday to the 
provinces, and gave gifts with royal liberality.  

  When the virgins were being gathered together, Mordecai was sitting at the kingÕs 
gate.  Now Esther had not revealed her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had 
charged her; for Esther obeyed Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him.  
In those days, while Mordecai was sitting at the kingÕs gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two 
of the kingÕs eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, became angry and conspired to 
assassinate King Ahasuerus.  But the matter came to the knowledge of Mordecai, 
and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of Mordecai.  
When the affair was investigated and found to be so, both the men were hanged on 
the gallows. It was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king. 
 

1 Cor. 4:1-7 -   Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of GodÕs 
mysteries.  Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.  But 
with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human 
court. I do not even judge myself.  I am not aware of anything against myself, but I 
am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me.  Therefore do not 
pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to 
light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Then each one will receive commendation from God.  

  I have applied all this to Apollos and myself for your benefit, brothers and sisters, 
so that you may learn through us the meaning of the saying, ÒNothing beyond what 
is written,Ó so that none of you will be puffed up in favor of one against another.  



For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? 
And if you received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift? 
 

Matt. 5:17-20 -   ÒDo not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; 
I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished.  Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, 
and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

Offer the bandage of consolation 

Scripture says: God chastises every son whom he acknowledges. But the bad shepherd says: 
ÒPerhaps I will be exempt.Ó If he is exempt from the suffering of his chastisements, 
then he is not numbered among GodÕs sons. You will say: ÒDoes God indeed 
punish every son?Ó Yes, every one, just as he chastised his only Son. His only Son, 
born of the substance of the Father, equal to the Father in the form of God, the Word 
through whom all things were made, he could not be chastised. For this reason he 
was clothed with flesh so that he might know chastisement. God punishes his only 
Son who is without sin; does he then leave unpunished an adopted son who is with 
sin? The Apostle says that we have been called to adoption. We have been adopted as 
sons, that we might be co-heirs with the only Son, and also that we might be his 
inheritance: Ask of me and I will give you the nations as your inheritance. Christ gave us the 
example by his own sufferings. 

But clearly one who is weak must neither be deceived with false hope nor broken by 
fear. Otherwise he may fail when temptations come. Say to him: Prepare your soul for 
temptation. Perhaps he is starting to falter, to tremble with fear, perhaps he is 
unwilling to approach. You have another passage of Scripture for him: God is faithful. 
He does not allow you to be tempted beyond your strength. Make that promise while preaching 
about the sufferings to come, and you will strengthen the man who is weak. When 
someone is held back because of excessive fear, promise him GodÕs mercy. It is not 
that temptations will be lacking, but that God will not permit anyone to be tempted 
beyond what he can bear. In this manner you will be binding up the broken one. 

When they hear of the trials that are coming, some men arm themselves more and, 
so to speak, are eager to drain the cup. The ordinary medicine of the faithful seems 
to them but a small thing; for their part they seek the glorious death of the martyrs. 
Others hear of the temptations to come, and when they do arrive, as arrive they 
must, they become broken and lame. Yet it is right that such things befall the 
Christian, and no one esteems them except the one who desires to be a true 
Christian. 
Offer the bandage of consolation, bind up what has been broken. Say this: ÒDo not 
be afraid. God in whom you have believed does not abandon you in temptations. 
God is faithful. He does not allow you to be tempted beyond your strength. It is not 
I who say this, but the Apostle, and he says further: Are you willing to accept his trial, the trial 
of Christ who speaks in me? When you hear this you are hearing it from Christ himself, 
you are hearing it from the shepherd who gives pasture to Israel. For of him it was 
said: You will give us tears to drink in measure. The Apostle says: He does not allow you to be tempted 
beyond your strength. This is also what the prophet intends by adding the words: in 
measure. God rebukes but also encourages, he brings fear and he brings consolation, 
he strikes and he heals. Do not reject him.Ó 

 

PROPER 20       Week of the Sunday closest to September 21 
 

SUNDAY 93, 96        !        34 
 

2 Kings 4:8-37 -   One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealthy 
woman lived, who urged him to have a meal. So whenever he passed that way, he 
would stop there for a meal.  She said to her husband, ÒLook, I am sure that this 
man who regularly passes our way is a holy man of God.  Let us make a small roof 
chamber with walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that 
he can stay there whenever he comes to us.Ó  

  One day when he came there, he went up to the chamber and lay down there.  He 
said to his servant Gehazi, ÒCall the Shunammite woman.Ó When he had called her, 
she stood before him.  He said to him, ÒSay to her, Since you have taken all this 
trouble for us, what may be done for you? Would you have a word spoken on your 
behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?Ó She answered, ÒI live among 
my own people.Ó  He said, ÒWhat then may be done for her?Ó Gehazi answered, 
ÒWell, she has no son, and her husband is old.Ó  He said, ÒCall her.Ó When he had 
called her, she stood at the door.  He said, ÒAt this season, in due time, you shall 
embrace a son.Ó She replied, ÒNo, my lord, O man of God; do not deceive your 
servant.Ó  

  The woman conceived and bore a son at that season, in due time, as Elisha had 
declared to her.  

  When the child was older, he went out one day to his father among the reapers.  
He complained to his father, ÒOh, my head, my head!Ó The father said to his 
servant, ÒCarry him to his mother.Ó  He carried him and brought him to his 
mother; the child sat on her lap until noon, and he died.  She went up and laid him 
on the bed of the man of God, closed the door on him, and left.  Then she called to 
her husband, and said, ÒSend me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, so 
that I may quickly go to the man of God and come back again.Ó  He said, ÒWhy go to 
him today? It is neither new moon nor sabbath.Ó She said, ÒIt will be all right.Ó  
Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant, ÒUrge the animal on; do not 
hold back for me unless I tell you.Ó  So she set out, and came to the man of God at 
Mount Carmel.   When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his 
servant, ÒLook, there is the Shunammite woman;  run at once to meet her, and say 
to her, Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is the child all right?Ó She 
answered, ÒIt is all right.Ó  When she came to the man of God at the mountain, she 
caught hold of his feet. Gehazi approached to push her away. But the man of God 
said, ÒLet her alone, for she is in bitter distress; the LORD has hidden it from me 
and has not told me.Ó  Then she said, ÒDid I ask my lord for a son? Did I not say, 
Do not mislead me?Ó  He said to Gehazi, ÒGird up your loins, and take my staff in 
your hand, and go. If you meet anyone, give no greeting, and if anyone greets you, 
do not answer; and lay my staff on the face of the child.Ó  Then the mother of the 
child said, ÒAs the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave without 
you.Ó So he rose up and followed her.  Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on 
the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. He came back to meet 
him and told him, ÒThe child has not awakened.Ó  

  When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed.  So he 
went in and closed the door on the two of them, and prayed to the LORD.  Then he 
got up on the bed and lay upon the child, putting his mouth upon his mouth, his 
eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and while he lay bent over him, 
the flesh of the child became warm.  He got down, walked once to and fro in the 
room, then got up again and bent over him; the child sneezed seven times, and the 
child opened his eyes.  Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, ÒCall the Shunammite 
woman.Ó So he called her. When she came to him, he said, ÒTake your son.Ó  She 
came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground; then she took her son and left. 
 



Esther 3:1Ñ4:3 -   After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat above all the officials 
who were with him. And all the kingÕs servants who were at the kingÕs gate bowed 
down and did obeisance to Haman; for the king had so commanded concerning 
him. But Mordecai did not bow down or do obeisance. Then the kingÕs servants 
who were at the kingÕs gate said to Mordecai, ÒWhy do you disobey the kingÕs 
command?Ó When they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, 
they told Haman, in order to see whether MordecaiÕs words would avail; for he had 
told them that he was a Jew. When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or 
do obeisance to him, Haman was infuriated. But he thought it beneath him to lay 
hands on Mordecai alone. So, having been told who MordecaiÕs people were, 
Haman plotted to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.  

  In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King 
Ahasuerus, they cast PurÑwhich means Òthe lotÓÑbefore Haman for the day and for 
the month, and the lot fell on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the 
month of Adar. Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, ÒThere is a certain people 
scattered and separated among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom; 
their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not keep the 
kingÕs laws, so that it is not appropriate for the king to tolerate them. If it pleases 
the king, let a decree be issued for their destruction, and I will pay ten thousand 
talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the kingÕs business, so 
that they may put it into the kingÕs treasuries.Ó So the king took his signet ring from 
his hand and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the 
Jews. The king said to Haman, ÒThe money is given to you, and the people as well, 
to do with them as it seems good to you.Ó  

  Then the kingÕs secretaries were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first 
month, and an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the 
kingÕs satraps and to the governors over all the provinces and to the officials of all 
the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people in its own 
language; it was written in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the kingÕs 
ring. Letters were sent by couriers to all the kingÕs provinces, giving orders to 
destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in 
one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and 
to plunder their goods. A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree in every 
province by proclamation, calling on all the peoples to be ready for that day. The 
couriers went quickly by order of the king, and the decree was issued in the citadel 
of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city of Susa was thrown 
into confusion.  
  When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put 
on sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter 
cry; he went up to the entrance of the kingÕs gate, for no one might enter the kingÕs 
gate clothed with sackcloth. In every province, wherever the kingÕs command and 
his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and 
weeping and lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.  
 

Acts 9:10-31 -   Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, ÒAnanias.Ó He answered, ÒHere I am, Lord.Ó  The Lord said 
to him, ÒGet up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look 
for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying,  and he has seen in a 
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might 
regain his sight.Ó  But Ananias answered, ÒLord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem;  and here he has 
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.Ó  But the Lord 
said to him, ÒGo, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name 
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel;  I myself will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.Ó  So Ananias went and entered 
the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ÒBrother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 

appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.Ó  And immediately something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized,  and after taking 
some food, he regained his strength.   For several days he was with the disciples in 
Damascus,  and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 
ÒHe is the Son of God.Ó  All who heard him were amazed and said, ÒIs not this the 
man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has 
he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief 
priests?Ó  Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who 
lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.  

  After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him,  but their plot became 
known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill 
him;  but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in 
the wall, lowering him in a basket.  

  When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples; and they were 
all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple.  But Barnabas took 
him, brought him to the apostles, and described for them how on the road he had 
seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly 
in the name of Jesus.  So he went in and out among them in Jerusalem, speaking 
boldly in the name of the Lord.  He spoke and argued with the Hellenists; but they 
were attempting to kill him.  When the believers learned of it, they brought him 
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.  

  Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and was 
built up. Living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
increased in numbers. 
 

Luke 3:7-18 -   John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ÒYou 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruits 
worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ÔWe have Abraham as our 
ancestorÕ; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.Ó  

  And the crowds asked him, ÒWhat then should we do?Ó  In reply he said to them, 
ÒWhoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 
food must do likewise.Ó  Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 
him, ÒTeacher, what should we do?Ó  He said to them, ÒCollect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you.Ó  Soldiers also asked him, ÒAnd we, what should we 
do?Ó He said to them, ÒDo not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.Ó  

  As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,  John answered all of them by 
saying, ÒI baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 
to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.Ó  
  So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.  

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

On weak Christians 

You have failed to strengthen the weak, says the Lord. He is speaking to wicked shepherds, 
false shepherds, shepherds who seek their own concerns and not those of Christ. 
They enjoy the bounty of milk and wool, but they take no care at all of the sheep, 
and they make no effort to heal those who are ill. I think there is a difference 
between one who is weak (that is, not strong) and one who is ill, although we often 
say that the weak are also suffering from illness. 



My brothers, when I try to make that distinction, perhaps I could do it better and 
with greater precision, or perhaps someone with more experience and insight could 
do so. But when it comes to the words of Scripture, I say what I think so that in the 
meantime you will not be deprived of all profit. In the case of the weak sheep, it is 
to be feared that the temptation, when it comes, may break him. The sick person, 
however, is already ill by reason of some illicit desire or other, and this is keeping 
him from entering GodÕs path and submitting to ChristÕs yoke. 

There are men who want to live a good life and have already decided to do so, but 
are not capable of bearing sufferings even though they are ready to do good. Now it 
is a part of the ChristianÕs strength not only to do good works but also to endure 
evil. Weak men are those who appear to be zealous in doing good works but are 
unwilling or unable to endure the sufferings that threaten. Lovers of the world, 
however, who are kept from good works by some evil desire, lie sick and listless, and 
it is this sickness that deprives them of any strength to accomplish good works. 

The paralytic was like that. When his bearers could not bring him in to the Lord, 
they opened the roof and lowered him down to the feet of Christ. Perhaps you wish 
to do this in spirit: to open the roof and to lower a paralytic soul down to the Lord. 
All its limbs are lifeless, it is empty of every good work, burdened with its sins, and 
weak from the illness brought on by its evil desires. Since all its limbs are helpless, 
and the paralysis is interior, you cannot come to the physician. But perhaps the 
physician is himself concealed within; for the true understanding of Scripture is 
hidden. Reveal therefore what is hidden, and thus you will open the roof and lower 
the paralytic to the feet of Christ. 

As for those who fail to do this and those who are negligent, you have heard what 
was said to them: You have failed to heal the sick; you have failed to bind up what was broken. Of this 
we have already spoken. Man was broken by terrible temptations. But there is at 
hand a consolation that will bind what was broken: God is faithful. He does not allow you to 
be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may 
be able to endure it. 
 

MONDAY 80        !        77, [79] 
 

2 Kings 5:1-19 -   Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a 
great man and in high favor with his master, because by him the LORD had given 
victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy.  Now 
the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of 
Israel, and she served NaamanÕs wife.  She said to her mistress, ÒIf only my lord 
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.Ó  So 
Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said.  
And the king of Aram said, ÒGo then, and I will send along a letter to the king of 
Israel.Ó   He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, 
and ten sets of garments.  He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, 
ÒWhen this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that 
you may cure him of his leprosy.Ó  When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore 
his clothes and said, ÒAm I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to 
me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel 
with me.Ó  

  But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, 
he sent a message to the king, ÒWhy have you torn your clothes? Let him come to 
me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.Ó  So Naaman came with his 
horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of ElishaÕs house.  Elisha sent a 
messenger to him, saying, ÒGo, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall 
be restored and you shall be clean.Ó  But Naaman became angry and went away, 
saying, ÒI thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the 
name of the LORD his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the 
leprosy!  Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the 

waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?Ó He turned and went 
away in a rage.  But his servants approached and said to him, ÒFather, if the prophet 
had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How 
much more, when all he said to you was, ÔWash, and be cleanÕ?Ó  So he went down 
and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man 
of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.  

  Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood 
before him and said, ÒNow I know that there is no God in all the earth except in 
Israel; please accept a present from your servant.Ó  But he said, ÒAs the LORD lives, 
whom I serve, I will accept nothing!Ó He urged him to accept, but he refused.  Then 
Naaman said, ÒIf not, please let two mule-loads of earth be given to your servant; 
for your servant will no longer offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god except 
the LORD.  But may the LORD pardon your servant on one count: when my master 
goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my arm, and I bow 
down in the house of Rimmon, when I do bow down in the house of Rimmon, may 
the LORD pardon your servant on this one count.Ó  He said to him, ÒGo in peace.Ó  
 But when Naaman had gone from him a short distance, 
 

Esther 4:4-17 -    When EstherÕs maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the 
queen was deeply distressed; she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might 
take off his sackcloth; but he would not accept them. Then Esther called for 
Hathach, one of the kingÕs eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and 
ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what was happening and why. Hathach went 
out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the kingÕs gate, and 
Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that 
Haman had promised to pay into the kingÕs treasuries for the destruction of the 
Jews. Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their 
destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her to go 
to the king to make supplication to him and entreat him for her people.  
  Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. Then Esther spoke to 
Hathach and gave him a message for Mordecai, saying, ÒAll the kingÕs servants and 
the people of the kingÕs provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king 
inside the inner court without being called, there is but one lawÑall alike are to be 
put to death. Only if the king holds out the golden scepter to someone, may that 
person live. I myself have not been called to come in to the king for thirty days.Ó 
When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, Mordecai told them to reply to 
Esther, ÒDo not think that in the kingÕs palace you will escape any more than all the 
other Jews. For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will 
rise for the Jews from another quarter, but you and your fatherÕs family will perish. 
Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.Ó 
Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, ÒGo, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, 
and hold a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. 
I and my maids will also fast as you do. After that I will go to the king, though it is 
against the law; and if I perish, I perish.Ó Mordecai then went away and did 
everything as Esther had ordered him.  
 

1 Cor. 4:8-21 -   Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! 
Quite apart from us you have become kings! Indeed, I wish that you had become 
kings, so that we might be kings with you!  For I think that God has exhibited us 
apostles as last of all, as though sentenced to death, because we have become a 
spectacle to the world, to angels and to mortals.  We are fools for the sake of Christ, 
but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, 
but we in disrepute.  To the present hour we are hungry and thirsty, we are poorly 
clothed and beaten and homeless,  and we grow weary from the work of our own 
hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure;  when slandered, we 
speak kindly. We have become like the rubbish of the world, the dregs of all things, 
to this very day.  



  I am not writing this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved 
children.  For though you might have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not 
have many fathers. Indeed, in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.  
I appeal to you, then, be imitators of me.  For this reason I sent you Timothy, who 
is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ 
Jesus, as I teach them everywhere in every church.  But some of you, thinking that I 
am not coming to you, have become arrogant.  But I will come to you soon, if the 
Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their power.  
For the kingdom of God depends not on talk but on power.  What would you 
prefer? Am I to come to you with a stick, or with love in a spirit of gentleness? 
 

Matt. 5:21-26 -   ÒYou have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ÔYou 
shall not murderÕ; and Ôwhoever murders shall be liable to judgment.Õ  But I say to 
you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and 
if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, 
ÔYou fool,Õ you will be liable to the hell of fire.  So when you are offering your gift 
at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you,  
leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or 
sister, and then come and offer your gift.  Come to terms quickly with your accuser 
while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to 
the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison.  Truly I 
tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.  

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

Insist upon the message, whether it be welcome or not 

The straying sheep you have not recalled; the lost sheep you have not sought. In one way or another, 
we go on living between the hands of robbers and the teeth of raging wolves, and in 
light of these present dangers we ask your prayers. The sheep moreover are 
insolent. The shepherd seeks out the straying sheep, but because they have 
wandered away and are lost they say that they are not ours. Ò Why do you want us? 
Why do you seek us?Ó they ask, as if their straying and being lost were not the very 
reason for our wanting them and seeking them out. ÒIf I am straying,Ó he says, Òif I 
am lost, why do you want me?Ó You are straying, that is why I wish to recall you. 
You have been lost, I wish to find you. ÒBut I wish to stray,Ó he says: ÒI wish to be 
lost.Ó 

So you wish to stray and be lost? How much better that I do not also wish this. 
Certainly, I dare say, I am unwelcome. But I listen to the Apostle who says: Preach the 
word; insist upon it, welcome and unwelcome. Welcome to whom? Unwelcome to whom? By 
all means welcome to those who desire it; unwelcome to those who do not. However 
unwelcome, I dare to say: ÒYou wish to stray, you wish to be lost; but I do not want 
this.Ó For the one whom I fear does not wish this. And should I wish it, consider his 
words of reproach: The straying sheep you have not recalled; the lost sheep you have not sought. Shall 
I fear you rather than him? Remember, we must all present ourselves before the judgement seat of 
Christ. 

I shall recall the straying; I shall seek the lost. Whether they wish it or not, I shall do 
it. And should the brambles of the forests tear at me when I seek them, I shall force 
myself through all straits; I shall put down all hedges. So far as the God whom I fear 
grants me the strength, I shall search everywhere. I shall recall the straying; I shall 
seek after those on the verge of being lost. If you do not want me to suffer, do not 
stray, do not become lost. It is enough that I lament your straying and loss. No, I 
fear that in neglecting you, I shall also kill what is strong. Consider the passage that 
follows: And what was strong you have destroyed. Should I neglect the straying and lost, the 
strong one will also take delight in straying and in being lost.  

TUESDAY 78:1-39        !        78:40-72 
 

2 Kings 5:19-27 - He said to him, ÒGo in peace.Ó   But when Naaman had gone 
from him a short distance,  Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, thought, 
ÒMy master has let that Aramean Naaman off too lightly by not accepting from him 
what he offered. As the LORD lives, I will run after him and get something out of 
him.Ó  So Gehazi went after Naaman. When Naaman saw someone running after 
him, he jumped down from the chariot to meet him and said, ÒIs everything all 
right?Ó  He replied, ÒYes, but my master has sent me to say, ÔTwo members of a 
company of prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim; please 
give them a talent of silver and two changes of clothing.ÕÓ  Naaman said, ÒPlease 
accept two talents.Ó He urged him, and tied up two talents of silver in two bags, with 
two changes of clothing, and gave them to two of his servants, who carried them in 
front of Gehazi.  When he came to the citadel, he took the bags from them, and 
stored them inside; he dismissed the men, and they left.  

  He went in and stood before his master; and Elisha said to him, ÒWhere have you 
been, Gehazi?Ó He answered, ÒYour servant has not gone anywhere at all.Ó  But he 
said to him, ÒDid I not go with you in spirit when someone left his chariot to meet 
you? Is this a time to accept money and to accept clothing, olive orchards and 
vineyards, sheep and oxen, and male and female slaves?  Therefore the leprosy of 
Naaman shall cling to you, and to your descendants forever.Ó So he left his presence 
leprous, as white as snow. 
 

Esther 5:1-14 -    On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the 
inner court of the kingÕs palace, opposite the kingÕs hall. The king was sitting on his 
royal throne inside the palace opposite the entrance to the palace. As soon as the 
king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won his favor and he held out to 
her the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and touched 
the top of the scepter. The king said to her, ÒWhat is it, Queen Esther? What is your 
request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.Ó Then Esther said, 
ÒIf it pleases the king, let the king and Haman come today to a banquet that I have 
prepared for the king.Ó Then the king said, ÒBring Haman quickly, so that we may 
do as Esther desires.Ó So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had 
prepared. While they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, ÒWhat is your 
petition? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my 
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.Ó Then Esther said, ÒThis is my petition and request: 
If I have won the kingÕs favor, and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and 
fulfill m y request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet that I will 
prepare for them, and then I will do as the king has said.Ó  

  Haman went out that day happy and in good spirits. But when Haman saw 
Mordecai in the kingÕs gate, and observed that he neither rose nor trembled before 
him, he was infuriated with Mordecai; nevertheless Haman restrained himself and 
went home. Then he sent and called for his friends and his wife Zeresh, and Haman 
recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, all the 
promotions with which the king had honored him, and how he had advanced him 
above the officials and the ministers of the king. Haman added, ÒEven Queen 
Esther let no one but myself come with the king to the banquet that she prepared. 
Tomorrow also I am invited by her, together with the king. Yet all this does me no 
good so long as I see the Jew Mordecai sitting at the kingÕs gate.Ó Then his wife 
Zeresh and all his friends said to him, ÒLet a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and 
in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged on it; then go with the king to 
the banquet in good spirits.Ó This advice pleased Haman, and he had the gallows 
made.  
 

1 Cor. 5:1-8 -   It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 
and of a kind that is not found even among pagans; for a man is living with his 
fatherÕs wife.  And you are arrogant! Should you not rather have mourned, so that 
he who has done this would have been removed from among you?  



  For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present I have already 
pronounced judgment in the name of the Lord Jesus on the man who has done such 
a thing. When you are assembled, and my spirit is present with the power of our 
Lord Jesus,  you are to hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.  

  Your boasting is not a good thing. Do you not know that a little yeast leavens the 
whole batch of dough?  Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch, as 
you really are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.  
Therefore, let us celebrate the festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and 
evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 

Matt. 5:27-37 -   ÒYou have heard that it was said, ÔYou shall not commit adultery.Õ  
But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart.  If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole 
body to be thrown into hell.  And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole 
body to go into hell.  

  ÒIt was also said, ÔWhoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.Õ  But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground 
of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery.  

  ÒAgain, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ÔYou shall not 
swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.Õ  But I say to you, 
Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,  or by the earth, 
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.  And do 
not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.  Let your 
word be ÔYes, YesÕ or ÔNo, NoÕ; anything more than this comes from the evil one. 

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

The church, like a vine, grows and spreads everywhere 

They are straying across the mountains and the high hills, they have been scattered over all the face of the 
earth. What does this mean, scattered over all the face of the earth? That they attach 
themselves to earthly things, the things that glitter on the face of the earth: they love 
and desire them. They do not want to die and be hidden away in Christ. Over all the 
face of the earth not only because they love earthly things but because across all the 
earth there are sheep astray. They are everywhere, but one thing, pride, is the 
mother of them all, just as Christians who are spread over all the world have one 
mother, the Church. 
So it is not to be wondered at that pride gives birth to dissension while love 
generates unity. The Church is the mother of all, and everywhere the shepherd in 
her seeks those who are astray, strengthens those who are weak, cares for the sick 
and puts the broken together again. Many of them are not even known to one 
another, but she knows them all because she is merged with them all. 

She is like a vine that has grown and sprouted everywhere. Those in love with 
earthly things are like sterile shoots pruned away by the growerÕs knife because of 
their sterility, cut away so that the vine should not have to be cut down. And those 
sterile shoots, once they are pruned away, lie on the ground and stay there. But the 
vine grows over all, and it knows those shoots that remain part of it, and it knows 
the cut-off shoots that lie next to it. 

But from where they lie she calls them back, for as St Paul says of the broken 
branches, God has the power to graft them back again. Whether you speak of sheep straying 
away from the flock or branches cut off from the vine, God is equally able to call 
back the lost sheep and to graft back the lost branches: the Lord, the true vine-
dresser. They have been scattered over all the face of the earth and no-one misses them, no-one calls them 
back Ð no-one among the bad shepherds. No-one misses them Ð that is, no man does. 

Well then, shepherds, hear the words of the Lord. As I live, says the Lord God... See how he starts. It is 
like an oath sworn by God, calling his very life to witness. As I live, says the Lord God. The 
shepherds are dead but the sheep are safe. As I live, says the Lord God. What shepherds 
are dead? Those who have sought their own interests rather than ChristÕs. So what 
of the shepherds who seek ChristÕs interests and not their own? Of course there will 
be such shepherds, of course they will be found: there is no lack of them and there 
never will be. 
 

WEDNESDAY 119:97-120        !        81, 82 
 

2 Kings 6:1-23 -   Now the company of prophets said to Elisha, ÒAs you see, the 
place where we live under your charge is too small for us.  Let us go to the Jordan, 
and let us collect logs there, one for each of us, and build a place there for us to 
live.Ó He answered, ÒDo so.Ó  Then one of them said, ÒPlease come with your 
servants.Ó And he answered, ÒI will.Ó  So he went with them. When they came to the 
Jordan, they cut down trees.  But as one was felling a log, his ax head fell into the 
water; he cried out, ÒAlas, master! It was borrowed.Ó  Then the man of God said, 
ÒWhere did it fall?Ó When he showed him the place, he cut off a stick, and threw it 
in there, and made the iron float.  He said, ÒPick it up.Ó So he reached out his hand 
and took it.  
  Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he took counsel with his 
officers. He said, ÒAt such and such a place shall be my camp.Ó  But the man of God 
sent word to the king of Israel, ÒTake care not to pass this place, because the 
Arameans are going down there.Ó  The king of Israel sent word to the place of which 
the man of God spoke. More than once or twice he warned such a place so that it 
was on the alert.  

  The mind of the king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he called his 
officers and said to them, ÒNow tell me who among us sides with the king of Israel?Ó  
Then one of his officers said, ÒNo one, my lord king. It is Elisha, the prophet in 
Israel, who tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedchamber.Ó  
He said, ÒGo and find where he is; I will send and seize him.Ó He was told, ÒHe is 
in Dothan.Ó  So he sent horses and chariots there and a great army; they came by 
night, and surrounded the city.  

  When an attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, an 
army with horses and chariots was all around the city. His servant said, ÒAlas, 
master! What shall we do?Ó  He replied, ÒDo not be afraid, for there are more with 
us than there are with them.Ó  Then Elisha prayed: ÒO LORD, please open his eyes 
that he may see.Ó So the LORD opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  When the 
Arameans came down against him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said, ÒStrike 
this people, please, with blindness.Ó So he struck them with blindness as Elisha had 
asked.  Elisha said to them, ÒThis is not the way, and this is not the city; follow me, 
and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.Ó And he led them to Samaria.  

  As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, ÒO LORD, open the eyes of these 
men so that they may see.Ó The LORD opened their eyes, and they saw that they 
were inside Samaria.  When the king of Israel saw them he said to Elisha, ÒFather, 
shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?Ó  He answered, ÒNo! Did you capture with your 
sword and your bow those whom you want to kill? Set food and water before them 
so that they may eat and drink; and let them go to their master.Ó  So he prepared for 
them a great feast; after they ate and drank, he sent them on their way, and they 
went to their master. And the Arameans no longer came raiding into the land of 
Israel. 
 

Esther 6:1-14 -    On that night the king could not sleep, and he gave orders to 
bring the book of records, the annals, and they were read to the king. It was found 
written how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the kingÕs 
eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had conspired to assassinate King 
Ahasuerus. Then the king said, ÒWhat honor or distinction has been bestowed on 



Mordecai for this?Ó The kingÕs servants who attended him said, ÒNothing has been 
done for him.Ó The king said, ÒWho is in the court?Ó Now Haman had just entered 
the outer court of the kingÕs palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai 
hanged on the gallows that he had prepared for him. So the kingÕs servants told 
him, ÒHaman is there, standing in the court.Ó The king said, ÒLet him come in.Ó So 
Haman came in, and the king said to him, ÒWhat shall be done for the man whom 
the king wishes to honor?Ó Haman said to himself, ÒWhom would the king wish to 
honor more than me?Ó So Haman said to the king, ÒFor the man whom the king 
wishes to honor, let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and a horse 
that the king has ridden, with a royal crown on its head. Let the robes and the horse 
be handed over to one of the kingÕs most noble officials; let him robe the man 
whom the king wishes to honor, and let him conduct the man on horseback through 
the open square of the city, proclaiming before him: ÔThus shall it be done for the 
man whom the king wishes to honor.ÕÓ Then the king said to Haman, ÒQuickly, take 
the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to the Jew Mordecai who sits at 
the kingÕs gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.Ó So Haman took the 
robes and the horse and robed Mordecai and led him riding through the open 
square of the city, proclaiming, ÒThus shall it be done for the man whom the king 
wishes to honor.Ó  

  Then Mordecai returned to the kingÕs gate, but Haman hurried to his house, 
mourning and with his head covered. When Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his 
friends everything that had happened to him, his advisers and his wife Zeresh said 
to him, ÒIf Mordecai, before whom your downfall has begun, is of the Jewish 
people, you will not prevail against him, but will surely fall before him.Ó  

  While they were still talking with him, the kingÕs eunuchs arrived and hurried 
Haman off to the banquet that Esther had prepared.  
 

1 Cor. 5:9-6:8 -   I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 
personsÑ  not at all meaning the immoral of this world, or the greedy and robbers, 
or idolaters, since you would then need to go out of the world.  But now I am 
writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother or sister 
who is sexually immoral or greedy, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber. 
Do not even eat with such a one.  For what have I to do with judging those outside? 
Is it not those who are inside that you are to judge?  God will judge those outside. 
ÒDrive out the wicked person from among you.Ó  

  When any of you has a grievance against another, do you dare to take it to court 
before the unrighteous, instead of taking it before the saints?  Do you not know that 
the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you 
incompetent to try trivial cases?  Do you not know that we are to judge angelsÑto say 
nothing of ordinary matters?  If you have ordinary cases, then, do you appoint as 
judges those who have no standing in the church?  I say this to your shame. Can it 
be that there is no one among you wise enough to decide between one believer and 
another,  but a believer goes to court against a believerÑand before unbelievers at 
that?  
  In fact, to have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not 
rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?  But you yourselves wrong and 
defraudÑand believers at that. 
 

Matt. 5:38-48 -   ÒYou have heard that it was said, ÔAn eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.Õ  But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on 
the right cheek, turn the other also;  and if anyone wants to sue you and take your 
coat, give your cloak as well;  and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the 
second mile.  Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who 
wants to borrow from you.  

  ÒYou have heard that it was said, ÔYou shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.Õ  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  
so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.  

For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same?  And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

Do what they say, not what they do 

Well then, shepherds, hear the word of the Lord!Ó What must you shepherds hear? Thus says the Lord 
God: behold, I am above the shepherds and I will call them to account for the sheep 
in their hands. 
Listen, sheep of God, listen and learn: God will call the bad shepherds to account for his sheep and for their 
deaths. As he says elsewhere in Ezekiel: Son of man, I have appointed you as sentry to the 
House of Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn them in my name. If 
I say to a wicked man, ÒWicked wretch, you are to die,Ó and you do not speak to 
warn the wicked man to renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin but I will 
hold you responsible for his death. If, however, you do warn a wicked man to 
renounce his ways and repent, and he does not repent, then he shall die for his sin 
but you yourself will have saved your life. 

You see, brethren? Do you see how dangerous it is to keep quiet? If you remain silent, you die; and rightly. 
You die for your impiety and sin Ð it is your negligence that kills you. He who has said, As I live, says the 
Lord might have found a living shepherd Ð but since the shepherd was negligent, not warning those he had 
been given authority over, those whose sentry he was, he will die justly and the sentry will be justly condemned. 
But if Ð the Lord continues Ð you say Òyou are to dieÓ with one I have threatened with the sword, and he does 
not avoid the sword and it comes and kills him, he will die in his sin but you will have set your soul free. That 
is why we must not keep silent Ð and you, even if we did keep silent, must listen to the words of the true 
Shepherd in holy Scripture. 

Since I raised the question, let us see if he takes the sheep from the dead shepherds and gives them to good 
ones. I certainly see him taking the sheep from the bad shepherds: I am above the shepherds, and I 
shall take my flock back from them and I shall not allow them to feed my flock. In 
this way the shepherds will stop feeding themselves. For when I say to them, ÒFeed my sheep,Ó 
they feed themselves and not my sheep. I shall not allow them to feed my flock. 

How does he stop them from looking after his sheep? Do whatever they say, but do not do what 
they do. It is as if he were saying, ÒTheir words are my words but their actions are their own.Ó When you 
avoid what the bad shepherds do, they are not in charge of you any more: when you follow what they say, it is 
my words you are following and it is I who am tending you. 
 

THURSDAY [83]         !        85, 86 
 

2 Kings 9:1-16 -   Then the prophet Elisha called a member of the company of 
prophets and said to him, ÒGird up your loins; take this flask of oil in your hand, 
and go to Ramoth-gilead.  When you arrive, look there for Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, 
son of Nimshi; go in and get him to leave his companions, and take him into an 
inner chamber.  Then take the flask of oil, pour it on his head, and say, ÔThus says 
the LORD: I anoint you king over Israel.Õ Then open the door and flee; do not 
linger.Ó  
  So the young man, the young prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead.  He arrived while 
the commanders of the army were in council, and he announced, ÒI have a message 
for you, commander.Ó ÒFor which one of us?Ó asked Jehu. ÒFor you, commander.Ó  
So Jehu got up and went inside; the young man poured the oil on his head, saying 
to him, ÒThus says the LORD the God of Israel: I anoint you king over the people 
of the LORD, over Israel.  You shall strike down the house of your master Ahab, so 
that I may avenge on Jezebel the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of 
all the servants of the LORD.  For the whole house of Ahab shall perish; I will cut 
off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel.  I will make the house of Ahab 
like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha son of 



Ahijah.  The dogs shall eat Jezebel in the territory of Jezreel, and no one shall bury 
her.Ó Then he opened the door and fled.  

  When Jehu came back to his masterÕs officers, they said to him, ÒIs everything all 
right? Why did that madman come to you?Ó He answered them, ÒYou know the sort 
and how they babble.Ó  They said, ÒLiar! Come on, tell us!Ó So he said, ÒThis is just 
what he said to me: ÔThus says the LORD, I anoint you king over Israel.ÕÓ  Then 
hurriedly they all took their cloaks and spread them for him on the bare steps; and 
they blew the trumpet, and proclaimed, ÒJehu is king.Ó  

  Thus Jehu son of Jehoshaphat son of Nimshi conspired against Joram. Joram with 
all Israel had been on guard at Ramoth-gilead against King Hazael of Aram;  but 
King Joram had returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that the Arameans 
had inflicted on him, when he fought against King Hazael of Aram. So Jehu said, 
ÒIf this is your wish, then let no one slip out of the city to go and tell the news in 
Jezreel.Ó  Then Jehu mounted his chariot and went to Jezreel, where Joram was 
lying ill. King Ahaziah of Judah had come down to visit Joram. 
 

Esther 7:1-10 -  So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the 
second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, ÒWhat is your 
petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to 
the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.Ó Then Queen Esther answered, ÒIf I 
have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given meÑthat 
is my petitionÑand the lives of my peopleÑthat is my request. For we have been 
sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had 
been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no 
enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.Ó Then King Ahasuerus said to 
Queen Esther, ÒWho is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?Ó Esther 
said, ÒA foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!Ó Then Haman was terrified before the 
king and the queen. The king rose from the feast in wrath and went into the palace 
garden, but Haman stayed to beg his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that the 
king had determined to destroy him. When the king returned from the palace 
garden to the banquet hall, Haman had thrown himself on the couch where Esther 
was reclining; and the king said, ÒWill he even assault the queen in my presence, in 
my own house?Ó As the words left the mouth of the king, they covered HamanÕs 
face. Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, ÒLook, 
the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, 
stands at HamanÕs house, fifty cubits high.Ó And the king said, ÒHang him on that.Ó 
So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the 
anger of the king abated.  
 

1 Cor. 6:12-20 -   ÒAll things are lawful for me,Ó but not all things are beneficial. 
ÒAll things are lawful for me,Ó but I will not be dominated by anything.  ÒFood is 
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,Ó and God will destroy both one 
and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body.  And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.  
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take 
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never!  Do you not 
know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is 
said, ÒThe two shall be one flesh.Ó  But anyone united to the Lord becomes one 
spirit with him.  Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the 
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself.  Or do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that 
you are not your own?  For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body. 
 

Matt. 6:1-6,16-18 -   ÒBeware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.  

  ÒSo whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly 

I tell you, they have received their reward.  But when you give alms, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing,  so that your alms may be done in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

  ÒAnd whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  But whenever you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

  ÒAnd whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward.  But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,  
so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

I shall feed my sheep on good pasture 

I shall gather them together from foreign nations and bring them back to their own land. I shall pasture them 
on the mountains of Israel... As the mountains of Israel, he has set up the authors of the 
holy Scriptures. Feed on these and you will feed in safety. Whatever you hear from 
them will do you good; whatever you hear from elsewhere, spit it out. Listen to the 
voice of your shepherd lest you lose your way and wander into the mist. Gather 
together on the mountains of holy Scripture. There you will find the delight of your 
heart: nothing poisonous, nothing strange Ð the richest of pastures. Simply come in 
good health, and feed in good health on the mountains of Israel. 

...In the ravines and in every inhabited place in the land. From these mountains of Scripture 
flow the streams of the gospel preaching, whose sound has gone forth into all the earth so 
that every inhabited place of the earth has become a rich and fertile pasture for the 
sheep. 
I shall feed them in good pasturage; the high mountains of Israel will be their grazing ground. There will they 
rest. That is, where they will say, ÒIt is good here,Ó where they will say, ÒIt is true, it 
is clear, we are not deceived.Ó They will take their rest in the glory of God as in their 
own shelters. They will sleep and take their rest in the midst of delight. 

They will browse in rich pastures on the mountains of Israel. I have already spoken of the 
mountains of Israel, the good mountains, the mountains to which we lift up our 
eyes so that help will come to us from them. But remember, our help is from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth. So to prevent us putting our hope in the 
mountains, as soon as he had said I shall pasture them on the mountains of Israel he added at 
once I shall feed my sheep. Yes, lift your eyes up to the mountains from which your help 
will come; but wait for him to say I shall feed. For your help is from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 

And finally he says I shall feed them with judgement. Note that it is he alone who feeds them 
with judgement. For what man can judge another man? Wherever you look, you see 
rash judgements. Someone we have despaired of suddenly turns round and becomes 
the best of people. Someone of whom we have had high expectations suddenly fails 
and sinks into uselessness. There is no certainty in our foreboding, there is no 
certainty in our love. 

Take any man. What is he today? He hardly knows himself. He has some slight idea, 
perhaps, of what he is today, but as for tomorrow Ð nothing. So the Lord feeds us 
all with judgement, distributing what is appropriate to each of us: this to one 
person, that to others, to each what they ought to have, one thing to one and 
another to another. For he knows what he is doing. He feeds us with judgement, us 
whom he redeemed after he had himself been judged. So he feeds us all with 
judgement. 
 



FRIDAY 88        !        91, 92 
 

2 Kings 9:17-37 -   In Jezreel, the sentinel standing on the tower spied the 
company of Jehu arriving, and said, ÒI see a company.Ó Joram said, ÒTake a 
horseman; send him to meet them, and let him say, ÔIs it peace?ÕÓ  So the horseman 
went to meet him; he said, ÒThus says the king, ÔIs it peace?ÕÓ Jehu responded, 
ÒWhat have you to do with peace? Fall in behind me.Ó The sentinel reported, 
saying, ÒThe messenger reached them, but he is not coming back.Ó  Then he sent 
out a second horseman, who came to them and said, ÒThus says the king, ÔIs it 
peace?ÕÓ Jehu answered, ÒWhat have you to do with peace? Fall in behind me.Ó  
Again the sentinel reported, ÒHe reached them, but he is not coming back. It looks 
like the driving of Jehu son of Nimshi; for he drives like a maniac.Ó  

  Joram said, ÒGet ready.Ó And they got his chariot ready. Then King Joram of 
Israel and King Ahaziah of Judah set out, each in his chariot, and went to meet 
Jehu; they met him at the property of Naboth the Jezreelite.  When Joram saw Jehu, 
he said, ÒIs it peace, Jehu?Ó He answered, ÒWhat peace can there be, so long as the 
many whoredoms and sorceries of your mother Jezebel continue?Ó  Then Joram 
reined about and fled, saying to Ahaziah, ÒTreason, Ahaziah!Ó  Jehu drew his bow 
with all his strength, and shot Joram between the shoulders, so that the arrow 
pierced his heart; and he sank in his chariot.  Jehu said to his aide Bidkar, ÒLift him 
out, and throw him on the plot of ground belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite; for 
remember, when you and I rode side by side behind his father Ahab how the LORD 
uttered this oracle against him:  ÔFor the blood of Naboth and for the blood of his 
children that I saw yesterday, says the LORD, I swear I will repay you on this very 
plot of ground.Õ Now therefore lift him out and throw him on the plot of ground, 
in accordance with the word of the LORD.Ó  

  When King Ahaziah of Judah saw this, he fled in the direction of Beth-haggan. 
Jehu pursued him, saying, ÒShoot him also!Ó And they shot him in the chariot at the 
ascent to Gur, which is by Ibleam. Then he fled to Megiddo, and died there.  His 
officers carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his 
ancestors in the city of David.  

  In the eleventh year of Joram son of Ahab, Ahaziah began to reign over Judah.  

  When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; she painted her eyes, and adorned 
her head, and looked out of the window.  As Jehu entered the gate, she said, ÒIs it 
peace, Zimri, murderer of your master?Ó  He looked up to the window and said, 
ÒWho is on my side? Who?Ó Two or three eunuchs looked out at him.  He said, 
ÒThrow her down.Ó So they threw her down; some of her blood spattered on the 
wall and on the horses, which trampled on her.  Then he went in and ate and 
drank; he said, ÒSee to that cursed woman and bury her; for she is a kingÕs 
daughter.Ó  But when they went to bury her, they found no more of her than the 
skull and the feet and the palms of her hands.  When they came back and told him, 
he said, ÒThis is the word of the LORD, which he spoke by his servant Elijah the 
Tishbite, ÔIn the territory of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel;  the 
corpse of Jezebel shall be like dung on the field in the territory of Jezreel, so that no 
one can say, This is Jezebel.ÕÓ 
 

Esther 8:1-8,15-17 -    On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house 
of Haman, the enemy of the Jews; and Mordecai came before the king, for Esther 
had told what he was to her. Then the king took off his signet ring, which he had 
taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. So Esther set Mordecai over the house 
of Haman.  
  Then Esther spoke again to the king; she fell at his feet, weeping and pleading with 
him to avert the evil design of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had devised 
against the Jews. The king held out the golden scepter to Esther, and Esther rose 
and stood before the king. She said, ÒIf it pleases the king, and if I have won his 
favor, and if the thing seems right before the king, and I have his approval, let an 
order be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman son of Hammedatha the 
Agagite, which he wrote giving orders to destroy the Jews who are in all the 

provinces of the king. For how can I bear to see the calamity that is coming on my 
people? Or how can I bear to see the destruction of my kindred?Ó Then King 
Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to the Jew Mordecai, ÒSee, I have given Esther 
the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows, because he plotted 
to lay hands on the Jews. You may write as you please with regard to the Jews, in the 
name of the king, and seal it with the kingÕs ring; for an edict written in the name of 
the king and sealed with the kingÕs ring cannot be revoked.Ó  

  Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king, wearing royal robes of 
blue and white, with a great golden crown and a mantle of fine linen and purple, 
while the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. For the Jews there was light and 
gladness, joy and honor. In every province and in every city, wherever the kingÕs 
command and his edict came, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a festival 
and a holiday. Furthermore, many of the peoples of the country professed to be 
Jews, because the fear of the Jews had fallen upon them.  
 

1 Cor. 7:1-9 -   Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: ÒIt is well for a 
man not to touch a woman.Ó  But because of cases of sexual immorality, each man 
should have his own wife and each woman her own husband.  The husband should 
give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband.  For the 
wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; likewise the 
husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.  Do not 
deprive one another except perhaps by agreement for a set time, to devote 
yourselves to prayer, and then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you 
because of your lack of self-control.  This I say by way of concession, not of 
command.  I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has a particular gift from 
God, one having one kind and another a different kind.  

  To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is well for them to remain 
unmarried as I am.  But if they are not practicing self-control, they should marry. 
For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion. 
 

Matt. 6:7-15 -   ÒWhen you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the 
Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because of their many words.  Do 
not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  

 ÒPray then in this way:  Our Father in heaven,   hallowed be your name.  

  Your kingdom come.   Your will be done,    on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread.  

  And forgive us our debts,    as we also have forgiven our debtors.  

  And do not bring us to the time of trial,    but rescue us from the evil one.  

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you;  
but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
 

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors 

All good shepherds are in the one Shepherd 

We have seen that Christ feeds you with judgement, and he distinguishes the sheep 
that are his from those that are not. The sheep that are mine, he says, hear my voice and follow 
me. 
Here I see all good shepherds wrapped up in the one shepherd. It is not that there 
are no good shepherds but that they are all part of the one. To be many means to be 
divided, and so here the Lord speaks of one shepherd because it is unity that he is 
commending. The Lord does not avoid talking about ÒshepherdsÓ in the plural 
because he cannot find anyone to take care of his sheep. He did find shepherds, 
since he found Peter Ð and by the very choice of Peter he commended unity. The 
Apostles were many and to only one of them did he say Feed my sheep. May it never 
happen that we truly lack good shepherds! May it never happen to us! May GodÕs 
loving kindness never fail to provide them! 

Now if there are good sheep then it follows that there are good shepherds, since a 



good sheep will naturally make a good shepherd. But all good shepherds are in the 
one Shepherd, and in that sense they are not many but one. When they feed the 
sheep it is Christ who is doing the feeding. In the same way the bridegroomÕs 
friends do not speak with their own voices, but when they hear the bridegroomÕs 
voice they are filled with joy. Thus it is that Christ is feeding the sheep when the 
shepherds are feeding them. He says ÒI feedÓ because it is with his voice that they are 
speaking and with his love that they are loving. For even as he gave his sheep into 
PeterÕs charge, like one man passing responsibility to another, he was really seeking 
to make Peter one with him. He handed over his sheep so that he himself might be 
the head and Peter, as it were, the body Ð that is, the Church Ð so that like a 
bridegroom and bride they might be two in one flesh. 

Before he handed his sheep over to Peter he made sure that he would not be 
entrusting them to someone quite separate: Peter, do you love me? And he responded, I love 
you. Again: do you love me? And he responded, I love you. And a third time: do you love me? And he 
responded, I love you. He makes certain of love and gives a firm foundation to unity. He, 
the one shepherd, feeds the sheep in these many shepherds, and they, the many, 
feed them in him, the one. 

Scripture is silent about shepherds and yet not silent. The shepherds boast, but 
whoever boasts, let him boast in the Lord. This is what it means for Christ to feed the sheep; 
this is what it means to feed the sheep for Christ, to feed them in Christ and not to 
feed oneself apart from Christ. When he said I will feed my sheep Christ did not mean ÒI 
have no-one else to give them to,Ó as if the Prophet had foretold a bad time when 
there would be too few shepherds. Even when Peter and the Apostles were still 
walking this earth, Christ, in whom alone all are one, said I have other sheep that are not of 
this flock, and these I have to lead as well so that there will be only one flock, and one shepherd. 

So let them all be in the one shepherd and speak with the one shepherdÕs voice, for 
the sheep to hear and follow their shepherd Ð not just any shepherd, but the one. 
Let all shepherds speak with one voice in him and not with separate voices: I beseech 
you, my brethren: say the same thing, all of you, and let there be no divisions among you. May that voice, 
cleansed of all division and purged of all error, be the voice that the sheep hear as 
they follow the shepherd who says The sheep that are mine hear my voice and follow me. 

SATURDAY 87, 90        !        136 
 

2 Kings 11:1-20 -   Now when Athaliah, AhaziahÕs mother, saw that her son was 
dead, she set about to destroy all the royal family.  But Jehosheba, King JoramÕs 
daughter, AhaziahÕs sister, took Joash son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from 
among the kingÕs children who were about to be killed; she put him and his nurse in 
a bedroom. Thus she hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not killed;  he remained 
with her six years, hidden in the house of the LORD, while Athaliah reigned over 
the land.  
  But in the seventh year Jehoiada summoned the captains of the Carites and of the 
guards and had them come to him in the house of the LORD. He made a covenant 
with them and put them under oath in the house of the LORD; then he showed 
them the kingÕs son.  He commanded them, ÒThis is what you are to do: one-third 
of you, those who go off duty on the sabbath and guard the kingÕs house (another 
third being at the gate Sur and a third at the gate behind the guards), shall guard the 
palace;  and your two divisions that come on duty in force on the sabbath and guard 
the house of the LORD shall surround the king, each with weapons in hand; and 
whoever approaches the ranks is to be killed. Be with the king in his comings and 
goings.Ó  

  The captains did according to all that the priest Jehoiada commanded; each 
brought his men who were to go off duty on the sabbath, with those who were to 
come on duty on the sabbath, and came to the priest Jehoiada.  The priest delivered 
to the captains the spears and shields that had been King DavidÕs, which were in the 
house of the LORD;  the guards stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, 
from the south side of the house to the north side of the house, around the altar 

and the house, to guard the king on every side.  Then he brought out the kingÕs son, 
put the crown on him, and gave him the covenant; they proclaimed him king, and 
anointed him; they clapped their hands and shouted, ÒLong live the king!Ó  

  When Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she went into the 
house of the LORD to the people;  when she looked, there was the king standing by 
the pillar, according to custom, with the captains and the trumpeters beside the 
king, and all the people of the land rejoicing and blowing trumpets. Athaliah tore 
her clothes and cried, ÒTreason! Treason!Ó  Then the priest Jehoiada commanded 
the captains who were set over the army, ÒBring her out between the ranks, and kill 
with the sword anyone who follows her.Ó For the priest said, ÒLet her not be killed 
in the house of the LORD.Ó  So they laid hands on her; she went through the 
horsesÕ entrance to the kingÕs house, and there she was put to death.  

  Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and people, that they 
should be the LORDÕS people; also between the king and the people.  Then all the 
people of the land went to the house of Baal, and tore it down; his altars and his 
images they broke in pieces, and they killed Mattan, the priest of Baal, before the 
altars. The priest posted guards over the house of the LORD.  He took the captains, 
the Carites, the guards, and all the people of the land; then they brought the king 
down from the house of the LORD, marching through the gate of the guards to the 
kingÕs house. He took his seat on the throne of the kings.  So all the people of the 
land rejoiced; and the city was quiet after Athaliah had been killed with the sword at 
the kingÕs house. 
 

Hosea 1:1Ñ2:1 -     The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri, in the 
days of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah, and in the days of 
King Jeroboam son of Joash of Israel.  

  When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, ÒGo, take 
for yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land 
commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD.Ó So he went and took Gomer 
daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.  

  And the LORD said to him, ÒName him Jezreel; for in a little while I will punish 
the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of 
the house of Israel. On that day I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of 
Jezreel.Ó  

  She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then the LORD said to him, ÒName her 
Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have pity on the house of Israel or forgive them. 
But I will have pity on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the LORD their 
God; I will not save them by bow, or by sword, or by war, or by horses, or by 
horsemen.Ó  

  When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. Then the 
LORD said, ÒName him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people and I am not your 
God.Ó  
  Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which can 
be neither measured nor numbered; and in the place where it was said to them, 
ÒYou are not my people,Ó it shall be said to them, ÒChildren of the living God.Ó 
The people of Judah and the people of Israel shall be gathered together, and they 
shall appoint for themselves one head; and they shall take possession of the land, for 
great shall be the day of Jezreel.  

   Say to your brother, Ammi, and to your sister, Ruhamah.  
 

1 Cor. 7:10-24 -   To the married I give this commandÑnot I but the LordÑthat the 
wife should not separate from her husband (but if she does separate, let her remain 
unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not 
divorce his wife.  

  To the rest I sayÑI and not the LordÑthat if any believer has a wife who is an 
unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.  And if 
any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, 
she should not divorce him.  For the unbelieving husband is made holy through his 



wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy through her husband. Otherwise, your 
children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.  But if the unbelieving partner 
separates, let it be so; in such a case the brother or sister is not bound. It is to peace 
that God has called you.  Wife, for all you know, you might save your husband. 
Husband, for all you know, you might save your wife.  

  However that may be, let each of you lead the life that the Lord has assigned, to 
which God called you. This is my rule in all the churches.  Was anyone at the time 
of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of 
circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek 
circumcision.  Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing; but 
obeying the commandments of God is everything.  Let each of you remain in the 
condition in which you were called.  

  Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it. Even if you can gain 
your freedom, make use of your present condition now more than ever.  For 
whoever was called in the Lord as a slave is a freed person belonging to the Lord, 
just as whoever was free when called is a slave of Christ.  You were bought with a 
price; do not become slaves of human masters.  In whatever condition you were 
called, brothers and sisters, there remain with God. 
 

Matt. 6:19-24 -   ÒDo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;  but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 
not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

  ÒThe eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be 
full of light;  but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. 
If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  

  ÒNo one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth. 
 

PROPER 21       Week of the Sunday closest to September 28  

SUNDAY 66, 67        !        19, 46 
 
2 Kings 17:1-18 -   In the twelfth year of King Ahaz of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah 
began to reign in Samaria over Israel; he reigned nine years.  He did what was evil 
in the sight of the LORD, yet not like the kings of Israel who were before him.  
King Shalmaneser of Assyria came up against him; Hoshea became his vassal, and 
paid him tribute.  But the king of Assyria found treachery in Hoshea; for he had 
sent messengers to King So of Egypt, and offered no tribute to the king of Assyria, 
as he had done year by year; therefore the king of Assyria confined him and 
imprisoned him.  
  Then the king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to Samaria; for three years 
he besieged it.  In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria captured Samaria; he 
carried the Israelites away to Assyria. He placed them in Halah, on the Habor, the 
river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.  
  This occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the LORD their 
God, who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. They had worshiped other gods and walked in the customs 
of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel, and in the 
customs that the kings of Israel had introduced.  The people of Israel secretly did 
things that were not right against the LORD their God. They built for themselves 
high places at all their towns, from watchtower to fortified city;  they set up for 
themselves pillars and sacred poles on every high hill and under every green tree;  
there they made offerings on all the high places, as the nations did whom the LORD 
carried away before them. They did wicked things, provoking the LORD to anger;  
they served idols, of which the LORD had said to them, ÒYou shall not do this.Ó  

Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, 
ÒTurn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in 
accordance with all the law that I commanded your ancestors and that I sent to you 
by my servants the prophets.Ó  They would not listen but were stubborn, as their 
ancestors had been, who did not believe in the LORD their God.  They despised his 
statutes, and his covenant that he made with their ancestors, and the warnings that 
he gave them. They went after false idols and became false; they followed the nations 
that were around them, concerning whom the LORD had commanded them that 
they should not do as they did.  They rejected all the commandments of the LORD 
their God and made for themselves cast images of two calves; they made a sacred 
pole, worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.  They made their sons and 
their daughters pass through fire; they used divination and augury; and they sold 
themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger.  Therefore 
the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight; none was 
left but the tribe of Judah alone. 
 
Hosea 2:2-14 -    Plead with your mother, pleadÑ for she is not my wife, and I am 
not her husbandÑ that she put away her whoring from her face, and her adultery 
from between her breasts,  
 or I will strip her naked and expose her as in the day she was born, and make her 
like a wilderness, and turn her into a parched land, and kill her with thirst.  
 Upon her children also I will have no pity, because they are children of whoredom.  
 For their mother has played the whore; she who conceived them has acted 
shamefully. For she said, ÒI will go after my lovers; they give me my bread and my 
water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.Ó  
 Therefore I will hedge up her way with thorns; and I will build a wall against her, 
so that she cannot find her paths.  
 She shall pursue her lovers, but not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but 
shall not find them. Then she shall say, ÒI will go and return to my first husband, 
for it was better with me then than now.Ó  
 She did not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and 
who lavished upon her silver and gold that they used for Baal.  
 Therefore I will take back my grain in its time, and my wine in its season; and I will 
take away my wool and my flax, which were to cover her nakedness.  
 Now I will uncover her shame in the sight of her lovers, and no one shall rescue her 
out of my hand.  
 I will put an end to all her mirth, her festivals, her new moons, her sabbaths, and 
all her appointed festivals.  
 I will lay waste her vines and her fig trees, of which she said, ÒThese are my pay, 
which my lovers have given me.Ó I will make them a forest, and the wild animals 
shall devour them.  
 I will punish her for the festival days of the Baals, when she offered incense to them 
and decked herself with her ring and jewelry, and went after her lovers, and forgot 
me, says the LORD.    
    Therefore, I will now allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak 
tenderly to her.  
 
Acts 9:36-43 -   Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which 
in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity.  At that time 
she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 
upstairs.  Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, 
sent two men to him with the request, ÒPlease come to us without delay.Ó  So Peter 
got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them.  Peter put all of them 
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, 
ÒTabitha, get up.Ó Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up.  He gave 



her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her 
to be alive.  This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  
Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 
Luke 5:1-11 -   Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and 
the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God,  he saw two boats there 
at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their 
nets.  He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to 
put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from 
the boat.  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ÒPut out into the deep 
water and let down your nets for a catch.Ó  Simon answered, ÒMaster, we have 
worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the 
nets.Ó  When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were 
beginning to break.  So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.  But 
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at JesusÕ knees, saying, ÒGo away from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!Ó  For he and all who were with him were amazed at the 
catch of fish that they had taken;  and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ÒDo not be afraid; from 
now on you will be catching people.Ó  When they had brought their boats to shore, 
they left everything and followed him.  

St Polycarp's letter to the Philippians 

You have been saved by grace 

Polycarp and the Elders with him, to the Church of God sojourning in Philippi: all 
mercy and peace to you, from God Almighty and Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

When you welcomed those copies of the True Love and took the opportunity of 
setting them forward on their road, I rejoiced with you in Jesus Christ. The chains 
that bound them were the badges of saints, the diadems of men truly chosen by our 
Lord and God. I rejoiced too that your firmly rooted faith, so well-known since the 
earliest times, still flourishes and bears fruit for our Lord Jesus Christ. He bore the 
burden of our sins even as far as suffering death, and God raised him up, releasing him from 
the pains of the underworld; you did not see him but still you believed in him, in unspeakably glorious joy. 
Many desire to come into this joy, knowing that you are saved by grace, not by works, Ð not 
by your actions but by the will of God through Jesus Christ. 

So gird up your loins and serve God in fear and sincerity. Leave aside empty vanities and 
vulgar error, believing in him who raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead and gave him glory and 
a throne on his right hand, to whom are subject all things in heaven and earth, 
whom everything that has breath serves, who is coming as the judge of the living and 
of the dead: God will require vengeance for his blood from any who disobey him. 

Now he who raised him from the dead will also raise us up if we do his will and walk 
according to his commandments and love the things which he loved, if we refrain 
from all unrighteousness, covetousness, love of money, evil speaking, and false 
witness, if we do not render evil with evil, abuse for abuse, blow for blow, or curse for curse, 
but if we remember what the Lord taught when he said, Do not judge, that you may not be 
judged; forgive and you will be forgiven; be merciful and you will receive mercy. For whatever you measure 
out to other people will be measured out to you alsoÉ Blessed are the poor, and they who are persecuted for 
righteousnessÕ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of God. 
 

MONDAY 89:1-18        !        89:19-52 
 
2 Kings 17:24-41 -   The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, 
Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria in place of 
the people of Israel; they took possession of Samaria, and settled in its cities.  When 

they first settled there, they did not worship the LORD; therefore the LORD sent 
lions among them, which killed some of them.  So the king of Assyria was told, 
ÒThe nations that you have carried away and placed in the cities of Samaria do not 
know the law of the god of the land; therefore he has sent lions among them; they 
are killing them, because they do not know the law of the god of the land.Ó  Then 
the king of Assyria commanded, ÒSend there one of the priests whom you carried 
away from there; let him go and live there, and teach them the law of the god of the 
land.Ó  So one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and 
lived in Bethel; he taught them how they should worship the LORD.  
  But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the shrines of the high 
places that the people of Samaria had made, every nation in the cities in which they 
lived;  the people of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, the people of Cuth made 
Nergal, the people of Hamath made Ashima;  the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak; 
the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to Adrammelech and 
Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim.  They also worshiped the LORD and 
appointed from among themselves all sorts of people as priests of the high places, 
who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places.  So they worshiped the 
LORD but also served their own gods, after the manner of the nations from among 
whom they had been carried away.  To this day they continue to practice their 
former customs.   They do not worship the LORD and they do not follow the 
statutes or the ordinances or the law or the commandment that the LORD 
commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel.  The LORD had made a 
covenant with them and commanded them, ÒYou shall not worship other gods or 
bow yourselves to them or serve them or sacrifice to them,  but you shall worship 
the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt with great power and with an 
outstretched arm; you shall bow yourselves to him, and to him you shall sacrifice.  
The statutes and the ordinances and the law and the commandment that he wrote 
for you, you shall always be careful to observe. You shall not worship other gods;  
you shall not forget the covenant that I have made with you. You shall not worship 
other gods,  but you shall worship the LORD your God; he will deliver you out of 
the hand of all your enemies.Ó  They would not listen, however, but they continued 
to practice their former custom.  
  So these nations worshiped the LORD, but also served their carved images; to this 
day their children and their childrenÕs children continue to do as their ancestors 
did. 
Hosea 2:14-23 -     Therefore, I will now allure her, and bring her into the 
wilderness, and speak tenderly to her.  
 From there I will give her her vineyards, and make the Valley of Achor a door of 
hope. There she shall respond as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she 
came out of the land of Egypt.  
On that day, says the LORD, you will call me, ÒMy husband,Ó and no longer will 
you call me, ÒMy Baal.Ó For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, 
and they shall be mentioned by name no more. I will make for you a covenant on 
that day with the wild animals, the birds of the air, and the creeping things of the 
ground; and I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land; and I will 
make you lie down in safety. And I will take you for my wife forever; I will take you 
for my wife in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy. I will 
take you for my wife in faithfulness; and you shall know the LORD.  
 On that day I will answer, says the LORD, I will answer the heavens and they shall 
answer the earth;  and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, and 
they shall answer Jezreel;  and I will sow him for myself in the land. And I will have 
pity on Lo-ruhamah, and I will say to Lo-ammi, ÒYou are my peopleÓ; and he shall 
say, ÒYou are my God.Ó    
 
1 Cor. 7:25-31 -   Now concerning virgins, I have no command of the Lord, but I 
give my opinion as one who by the LordÕs mercy is trustworthy.  I think that, in view 
of the impending crisis, it is well for you to remain as you are.  Are you bound to a 



wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife.  But if 
you marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin marries, she does not sin. Yet those who 
marry will experience distress in this life, and I would spare you that.  I mean, 
brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who have wives be as though they had none,  and those who mourn as though 
they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, 
and those who buy as though they had no possessions,  and those who deal with the 
world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 
passing away. 
 
Matt. 6:25-34 -   ÒTherefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life?  And why do you worry about clothing? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin,  yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 
not much more clothe youÑyou of little faith?  Therefore do not worry, saying, 
ÔWhat will we eat?Õ or ÔWhat will we drink?Õ or ÔWhat will we wear?Õ  For it is the 
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that 
you need all these things.  But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
  ÒSo do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 
TodayÕs trouble is enough for today.  

St Polycarp's letter to the Philippians 

Let us arm ourself with justice 

Brethren, I am writing to you about righteousness, not of my own initiative but 
because you asked me. I am not able Ñ no-one like me is able Ñ to follow the 
wisdom of the blessed and glorious Paul, who when he was among you in the 
presence of the men of that time taught accurately and steadfastly the word of truth, 
and also when he was absent wrote letters to you. Study those letters and you will be 
able to build yourselves up into the faith given you. Faith is the mother of us all, going 
forward with hope following and with love of God and Christ and neighbour 
leading the way. If a man is among these then he has fulfilled the commandment of 
righteousness, for he who has love is far from all sin. 

But the beginning of all evils is the love of money. Therefore, knowing that we brought nothing into 
the world and we can take nothing out of it, let us arm ourselves with the armour of 
righteousness, and let us first of all teach ourselves to walk in the commandment of 
the Lord. Next let us teach our wives to remain in the faith given to them, in love 
and purity, tenderly loving their husbands in all truth, and loving all others equally 
in all chastity, and to educate their children in the fear of God. Let us teach the 
widows to be discreet in the faith of the Lord, praying ceaselessly for all men, being 
far from all slander, evil speaking, false witness, love of money, and all evil, 
knowing that they are the altar of God, and that all offerings are tested, and that 
nothing escapes him: not reasoning, not thought, not the secret things of the heart. 

Knowing then that God is not mocked we ought to journey through life in a way that is 
worthy of his precepts and his glory. In the same way, the deacons must be blameless 
before his righteousness, being the servants of God and Christ and not of man Ñ
not slanderers, not double-tongued, not lovers of money, temperate in all things, 
compassionate, careful, walking according to the truth of the Lord, who was the 
servant of all. If we please him in this present world we shall receive from him the 
world which is to come; for he promised us to raise us from the dead. If we are 

worthy citizens of his community, we shall also reign with him, if only we have faith. 
 

TUESDAY 97, 99, [100]        !        94, [95] 
 
2 Chron. 29:1-3; 30:1-27 -   Hezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five 
years old; he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His motherÕs name was Abijah 
daughter of Zechariah.  He did what was right in the sight of the LORD, just as his 
ancestor David had done.  
  In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house 
of the LORD and repaired them.  
  Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and 
Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep 
the passover to the LORD the God of Israel.  For the king and his officials and all 
the assembly in Jerusalem had taken counsel to keep the passover in the second 
month (for they could not keep it at its proper time because the priests had not 
sanctified themselves in sufficient number, nor had the people assembled in 
Jerusalem).  The plan seemed right to the king and all the assembly.  So they 
decreed to make a proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, that 
the people should come and keep the passover to the LORD the God of Israel, at 
Jerusalem; for they had not kept it in great numbers as prescribed.  So couriers 
went throughout all Israel and Judah with letters from the king and his officials, as 
the king had commanded, saying, ÒO people of Israel, return to the LORD, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, so that he may turn again to the remnant of you 
who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria.  Do not be like your 
ancestors and your kindred, who were faithless to the LORD God of their 
ancestors, so that he made them a desolation, as you see.  Do not now be stiff-
necked as your ancestors were, but yield yourselves to the LORD and come to his 
sanctuary, which he has sanctified forever, and serve the LORD your God, so that 
his fierce anger may turn away from you.  For as you return to the LORD, your 
kindred and your children will find compassion with their captors, and return to 
this land. For the LORD your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn away 
his face from you, if you return to him.Ó  
  So the couriers went from city to city through the country of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun; but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked 
them.  Only a few from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves and 
came to Jerusalem.  The hand of God was also on Judah to give them one heart to 
do what the king and the officials commanded by the word of the LORD.  
  Many people came together in Jerusalem to keep the festival of unleavened bread 
in the second month, a very large assembly.  They set to work and removed the 
altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for offering incense they took away 
and threw into the Wadi Kidron.  They slaughtered the passover lamb on the 
fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and the Levites were ashamed, and 
they sanctified themselves and brought burnt offerings into the house of the LORD.  
They took their accustomed posts according to the law of Moses the man of God; 
the priests dashed the blood that they received from the hands of the Levites.  For 
there were many in the assembly who had not sanctified themselves; therefore the 
Levites had to slaughter the passover lamb for everyone who was not clean, to make 
it holy to the LORD.  For a multitude of the people, many of them from Ephraim, 
Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet they ate the 
passover otherwise than as prescribed. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, ÒThe 
good LORD pardon all who set their hearts to seek God, the LORD the God of 
their ancestors, even though not in accordance with the sanctuaryÕs rules of 
cleanness.Ó  The LORD heard Hezekiah, and healed the people.  The people of 
Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept the festival of unleavened bread seven days 
with great gladness; and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, 
accompanied by loud instruments for the LORD.  Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to 



all the Levites who showed good skill in the service of the LORD. So the people ate 
the food of the festival for seven days, sacrificing offerings of well-being and giving 
thanks to the LORD the God of their ancestors.  
  Then the whole assembly agreed together to keep the festival for another seven 
days; so they kept it for another seven days with gladness.  For King Hezekiah of 
Judah gave the assembly a thousand bulls and seven thousand sheep for offerings, 
and the officials gave the assembly a thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep. The 
priests sanctified themselves in great numbers.  The whole assembly of Judah, the 
priests and the Levites, and the whole assembly that came out of Israel, and the 
resident aliens who came out of the land of Israel, and the resident aliens who lived 
in Judah, rejoiced.  There was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the time of Solomon 
son of King David of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem.  Then the 
priests and the Levites stood up and blessed the people, and their voice was heard; 
their prayer came to his holy dwelling in heaven. 
 
Hosea 4:1-10 -  Hear the word of the LORD, O people of Israel; for the LORD has 
an indictment against the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or 
loyalty, and no knowledge of God in the land.  
 Swearing, lying, and murder, and stealing and adultery break out; bloodshed 
follows bloodshed.  
 Therefore the land mourns, and all who live in it languish; together with the wild 
animals and the birds of the air, even the fish of the sea are perishing.    
    Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse, for with you is my contention, O 
priest.  
 You shall stumble by day; the prophet also shall stumble with you by night, and I 
will destroy your mother.  
 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected 
knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since you have forgotten the 
law of your God, I also will forget your children.    
    The more they increased, the more they sinned against me; they changed their 
glory into shame.  
 They feed on the sin of my people; they are greedy for their iniquity.  
 And it shall be like people, like priest; I will punish them for their ways, and repay 
them for their deeds.  
 They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but not multiply; 
because they have forsaken the LORD to devote themselves to whoredom. 
 
1 Cor. 7:32-40 -   I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is 
anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord;  but the married man 
is anxious about the affairs of the world, how to please his wife,  and his interests 
are divided. And the unmarried woman and the virgin are anxious about the affairs 
of the Lord, so that they may be holy in body and spirit; but the married woman is 
anxious about the affairs of the world, how to please her husband.  I say this for 
your own benefit, not to put any restraint upon you, but to promote good order 
and unhindered devotion to the Lord.  
  If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his fiancŽe, if his passions 
are strong, and so it has to be, let him marry as he wishes; it is no sin. Let them 
marry.  But if someone stands firm in his resolve, being under no necessity but 
having his own desire under control, and has determined in his own mind to keep 
her as his fiancŽe, he will do well.  So then, he who marries his fiancŽe does well; 
and he who refrains from marriage will do better.  
  A wife is bound as long as her husband lives. But if the husband dies, she is free to 
marry anyone she wishes, only in the Lord.  But in my judgment she is more blessed 
if she remains as she is. And I think that I too have the Spirit of God. 
 
Matt. 7:1-12 -   ÒDo not judge, so that you may not be judged.  For with the 
judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the 

measure you get.  Why do you see the speck in your neighborÕs eye, but do not 
notice the log in your own eye?  Or how can you say to your neighbor, ÔLet me take 
the speck out of your eye,Õ while the log is in your own eye?  You hypocrite, first 
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 
of your neighborÕs eye.  
  ÒDo not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or 
they will trample them under foot and turn and maul you.  
  ÒAsk, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will 
be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches 
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  Is there anyone 
among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone?  Or if the child asks 
for a fish, will give a snake?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to 
those who ask him!  
  ÒIn everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law 
and the prophets.  

St Polycarp's letter to the Philippians 

Christ set us an example in his own person 

Let the elders be compassionate, merciful to all, bringing back those that have 
wandered, caring for all the weak, neglecting neither widow, nor orphan nor poor, 
but ever providing for that which is good before God and man. Let them refrain from anger, let 
them show no partiality, let them not judge unjustly. Let the love of money be 
something alien to them. Let them be slow to believe evil of anyone, let them not be 
hasty in passing judgement; for they must know that we all owe the debt of sin. 

If then we pray the Lord to forgive us, we also ought to forgive, for we stand before 
the eyes of the Lord and of God, and we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, and 
each must give an account of himself. So then let us serve him with fear and all reverence, as 
he himself commanded us, and as the Apostles did, who brought us the Gospel, and 
as the prophets did, who foretold the coming of our Lord. Let us be zealous for 
good, refraining from offence. Let us keep away from the false brethren and from 
those who bear the name of the Lord in hypocrisy and deceive empty-minded men. 

For everyone who does not accept that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is an anti-Christ and whoever 
does not accept the testimony of the Cross is of the devil; and whoever perverts the 
oracles of the Lord for his own desires and says that there is neither resurrection 
nor judgement, Ð that man is the first-born of Satan. So let us leave behind the 
foolishness of the crowd and their false teaching. Let us turn back to the word which 
was delivered to us in the beginning, keeping watch in prayer, persevering in fasting, 
beseeching the all-seeing God to lead us not into temptation, even as the Lord said, The spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

Let us then persevere unceasingly in our hope, and in the pledge of our 
righteousness, that is in Christ Jesus, who bore our sins in his own body on the tree, who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth, but for our sakes he endured all things so that we 
might have life in him. Let us then be imitators of his endurance, and if we suffer 
for his nameÕs sake let us give glory to him. For this is the example which he gave us 
in himself, and this is our belief. 
 

WEDNESDAY 101, 109:1-4(5-19)20-30        !        119:121-144 
 
2 Kings 18:9-25 -   In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year 
of King Hoshea son of Elah of Israel, King Shalmaneser of Assyria came up against 
Samaria, besieged it,  and at the end of three years, took it. In the sixth year of 
Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of King Hoshea of Israel, Samaria was taken.  
The king of Assyria carried the Israelites away to Assyria, settled them in Halah, on 



the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes,  because they did not 
obey the voice of the LORD their God but transgressed his covenantÑall that Moses 
the servant of the LORD had commanded; they neither listened nor obeyed.  
  In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, King Sennacherib of Assyria came up 
against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them.  King Hezekiah of Judah 
sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, ÒI have done wrong; withdraw from 
me; whatever you impose on me I will bear.Ó The king of Assyria demanded of King 
Hezekiah of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.  
Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the LORD and in the 
treasuries of the kingÕs house.  At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from the 
doors of the temple of the LORD, and from the doorposts that King Hezekiah of 
Judah had overlaid and gave it to the king of Assyria.  The king of Assyria sent the 
Tartan, the Rab-saris, and the Rabshakeh with a great army from Lachish to King 
Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They went up and came to Jerusalem. When they arrived, 
they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is on the highway to 
the FullerÕs Field.  When they called for the king, there came out to them Eliakim 
son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, and Shebnah the secretary, and 
Joah son of Asaph, the recorder.  
  The Rabshakeh said to them, ÒSay to Hezekiah: Thus says the great king, the king 
of Assyria: On what do you base this confidence of yours?  Do you think that mere 
words are strategy and power for war? On whom do you now rely, that you have 
rebelled against me?  See, you are relying now on Egypt, that broken reed of a staff, 
which will pierce the hand of anyone who leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt 
to all who rely on him.  But if you say to me, ÔWe rely on the LORD our God,Õ is it 
not he whose high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and to 
Jerusalem, ÔYou shall worship before this altar in JerusalemÕ?  Come now, make a 
wager with my master the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand horses, if you 
are able on your part to set riders on them.  How then can you repulse a single 
captain among the least of my masterÕs servants, when you rely on Egypt for chariots 
and for horsemen?  Moreover, is it without the LORD that I have come up against 
this place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy 
it.Ó 
 
Hosea 4:10-19  -  They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but 
not multiply; because they have forsaken the LORD to devote themselves to 
whoredom.   Wine and new wine take away the understanding.  
 My people consult a piece of wood, and their divining rod gives them oracles. For a 
spirit of whoredom has led them astray, and they have played the whore, forsaking 
their God.  
 They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains, and make offerings upon the hills, 
under oak, poplar, and terebinth, because their shade is good.   Therefore your 
daughters play the whore, and your daughters-in-law commit adultery.  
 I will not punish your daughters when they play the whore, nor your daughters-in-
law when they commit adultery; for the men themselves go aside with whores, and 
sacrifice with temple prostitutes; thus a people without understanding comes to 
ruin.    
    Though you play the whore, O Israel, do not let Judah become guilty. Do not 
enter into Gilgal, or go up to Beth-aven, and do not swear, ÒAs the LORD lives.Ó  
 Like a stubborn heifer, Israel is stubborn; can the LORD now feed them like a 
lamb in a broad pasture?    
    Ephraim is joined to idolsÑ let him alone.  
 When their drinking is ended, they indulge in sexual orgies; they love lewdness 
more than their glory.  
 A wind has wrapped them in its wings, and they shall be ashamed because of their 
altars.          
 

1 Cor. 8:1-13 -   Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that Òall of us 
possess knowledge.Ó Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  Anyone who claims to 
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge;  but anyone who loves 
God is known by him.  
  Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that Òno idol in the world 
really exists,Ó and that Òthere is no God but one.Ó  Indeed, even though there may 
be so-called gods in heaven or on earthÑas in fact there are many gods and many 
lordsÑ  yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist.  
  It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to 
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.  ÒFood will not bring us close 
to God.Ó We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do.  But take 
care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the 
weak.  For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, 
might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating 
food sacrificed to idols?  So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom 
Christ died are destroyed.  But when you thus sin against members of your family, 
and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.  Therefore, if 
food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of 
them to fall. 
 
Matt. 7:13-21 -   ÒEnter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road 
is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it.  For the gate is 
narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it.  
  ÒBeware of false prophets, who come to you in sheepÕs clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from 
thorns, or figs from thistles?  In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but 
the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.  Thus you will know them by their fruits.  
  ÒNot everyone who says to me, ÔLord, Lord,Õ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.  

St Polycarp's letter to the Philippians 

Let us run in faith and holiness 

Now I beseech you all to obey the word of righteousness, and to endure with all the 
endurance which you also saw before your eyes, not only in the blessed Ignatius, 
and Zosimus, and Rufus, but also in others among yourselves, and in Paul himself, 
and in the other Apostles. Be certain that all of these did not run in vain but in faith and 
righteousness, and that they are with the Lord, with whom they suffered, in the 
place which is their due. They did not love this present world but they loved him who 
died on our behalf and was raised by God for our sakes. 

Therefore stand fast in these things and follow the example of the Lord, firm and 
unchangeable in faith, loving the brotherhood, affectionate to one another, joined 
together in the truth, rivalling one another in the gentleness of the Lord, despising 
no man. When you can do good do not defer it, for almsgiving sets free from death. Let each 
of you be subject to the others so that the Gentiles find no fault in your behaviour. 
Let your good works earn you praise and ensure that the Lord is not blasphemed in 
you. As Scripture says, Woe to him through whom the name of the Lord is blasphemed. Teach 
sobriety to all and be an example of it in your own lives. 

I am deeply sorry that Valens, who was at one time one of your clergy, so little 
understands the place which was given to him. His example makes me warn you to 
keep from avarice and be pure and truthful. Keep yourselves from all evil. For how 



may he who cannot attain self-control in these matters enjoin it on another? If any 
man does not abstain from avarice he will be defiled by idolatry and considered as 
one of the Gentiles who know nothing of GodÕs judgement. As Paul says, Do we not 
know that it is GodÕs people who will judge the world? 

I have not seen or heard any other errors of this sort among you Ñ you with whom 
the blessed Paul laboured, you whom he praised in the beginning of his Epistle. He 
boasted of you in all the Churches who at that time knew the Lord, (for we ourselves 
had not yet come to know him). 

So, brethren, I am deeply sorry for Valens and his wife and I pray that the Lord may 
grant them true repentance. Be moderate yourselves in this matter and do not regard 
these people as enemies but call them back as fallible and straying parts of your own body, 
that you may make that body whole again. By doing this you will build up your own 
spiritual strength. 
 

THURSDAY 105:1-22        !        105:23-45 
 
2 Kings 18:28-37 -   Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in 
the language of Judah, ÒHear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria!  Thus 
says the king: ÔDo not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you 
out of my hand.  Do not let Hezekiah make you rely on the LORD by saying, The 
LORD will surely deliver us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the king 
of Assyria.Õ  Do not listen to Hezekiah; for thus says the king of Assyria: ÔMake your 
peace with me and come out to me; then every one of you will eat from your own 
vine and your own fig tree, and drink water from your own cistern,  until I come 
and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of 
bread and vineyards, a land of olive oil and honey, that you may live and not die. 
Do not listen to Hezekiah when he misleads you by saying, The LORD will deliver 
us.  Has any of the gods of the nations ever delivered its land out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria?  Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of 
Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivvah? Have they delivered Samaria out of my hand?  Who 
among all the gods of the countries have delivered their countries out of my hand, 
that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?ÕÓ  
  But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for the kingÕs command 
was, ÒDo not answer him.Ó  Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the 
palace, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph, the recorder, came to 
Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told him the words of the Rabshakeh. 
 
Hosea 5:8Ñ6:6 -     Blow the horn in Gibeah, the trumpet in Ramah. Sound the 
alarm at Beth-aven; look behind you, Benjamin!  
 Ephraim shall become a desolation in the day of punishment; among the tribes of 
Israel I declare what is sure.  
 The princes of Judah have become like those who remove the landmark; on them I 
will pour out my wrath like water.  
 Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment, because he was determined to go after 
vanity.  
 Therefore I am like maggots to Ephraim, and like rottenness to the house of Judah.  
 When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his wound, then Ephraim went to 
Assyria, and sent to the great king. But he is not able to cure you or heal your 
wound.  
 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, and like a young lion to the house of Judah. I 
myself will tear and go away; I will carry off, and no one shall rescue.  
 I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 
In their distress they will beg my favor:  
 ÒCome, let us return to the LORD; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he 
has struck down, and he will bind us up.  

 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live 
before him.  
 Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the 
dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.Ó  
 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your 
love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early.  
 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have killed them by the words of my 
mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light.  
 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than 
burnt offerings.            
 
1 Cor. 9:1-15 -   Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our 
Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord?  If I am not an apostle to others, at least I 
am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  
  This is my defense to those who would examine me.  Do we not have the right to 
our food and drink?  Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a believing 
wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?  Or is it 
only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living?  Who at 
any time pays the expenses for doing military service? Who plants a vineyard and 
does not eat any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not get any of its milk?  
  Do I say this on human authority? Does not the law also say the same?  For it is 
written in the law of Moses, ÒYou shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the 
grain.Ó Is it for oxen that God is concerned?  Or does he not speak entirely for our 
sake? It was indeed written for our sake, for whoever plows should plow in hope 
and whoever threshes should thresh in hope of a share in the crop.  If we have sown 
spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits?  If 
others share this rightful claim on you, do not we still more?   Nevertheless, we have 
not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in 
the way of the gospel of Christ.  Do you not know that those who are employed in 
the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar 
share in what is sacrificed on the altar?  In the same way, the Lord commanded that 
those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.  
  But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing this so that they 
may be applied in my case. Indeed, I would rather die than thatÑno one will deprive 
me of my ground for boasting! 
 
Matt. 7:22-29 - On that day many will say to me, ÔLord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in 
your name?Õ  Then I will declare to them, ÔI never knew you; go away from me, you 
evildoers.Õ  
  ÒEveryone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on rock.  The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on 
rock.  And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will 
be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fellÑand great was its 
fall!Ó  
  Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his 
teaching,  for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.  

A letter of St Polycarp to the Philippians 

May Christ build you up in faith and in truth 

I am sure that you are well grounded in the Scriptures and nothing of their message 
escapes you. I, however, have not been so fortunate. As these same Scriptures put it: 
Be angry and do not sin and Do not let the sun set on your anger. Blessed is the man who bears 
this in mind, as I am sure you do. 



May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and the eternal high priest himself, 
the Son of God, Jesus Christ, build you up in faith and in truth and in great 
gentleness. May you never know anger, but be patient, long-suffering, persevering 
and chaste. May he grant you a place among his saints; and may he give the same to 
us along with you, as well as to all on earth who put their faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ and in his Father who has raised him from the dead. 

Keep all the saints in your prayers. Pray, too, for our rulers, for our leaders, and 
for all those in power, even for those who persecute and hate you, and for those 
who are enemies of the cross. In this way, your good works will be seen by all men, 
and you will be perfected in him. 

Both you and Ignatius have written me to ask whether anyone going to Syria will 
deliver your letter as well as ours. If the opportunity offers itself, I will do it; if I 
cannot, I will send a representative. 

As you request, we have returned to you the letters Ignatius sent us and as many 
other letters as we had; they are being enclosed with this letter. You will derive great 
benefit from them, for they are full of faith and patience, and great edification in 
all that refers to our Lord. Send us any certain information you may possess about 
Ignatius and his companions. 

I am sending this letter to you by Crescens, whom I commended to you when I was 
present, and do so again. He has lived blamelessly among us, as I am sure he will 
among you. When his sister comes to you, she too will come with our 
commendation. 

May you find protection in the Lord Jesus Christ, and may his grace be with all who 
are yours. Amen. 
 

FRIDAY 102        !        107:1-32 
 
2 Kings 19:1-20 -   When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD.  And he sent 
Eliakim, who was in charge of the palace, and Shebna the secretary, and the senior 
priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz.  They said to 
him, ÒThus says Hezekiah, This day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; 
children have come to the birth, and there is no strength to bring them forth.  It 
may be that the LORD your God heard all the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his 
master the king of Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the 
words that the LORD your God has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for the 
remnant that is left.Ó  When the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah,  Isaiah 
said to them, ÒSay to your master, ÔThus says the LORD: Do not be afraid because 
of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have 
reviled me.  I myself will put a spirit in him, so that he shall hear a rumor and 
return to his own land; I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.ÕÓ  
  The Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libnah; 
for he had heard that the king had left Lachish.  When the king heard concerning 
King Tirhakah of Ethiopia, ÒSee, he has set out to fight against you,Ó he sent 
messengers again to Hezekiah, saying,  ÒThus shall you speak to King Hezekiah of 
Judah: Do not let your God on whom you rely deceive you by promising that 
Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.  See, you have 
heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, destroying them utterly. Shall 
you be delivered?  Have the gods of the nations delivered them, the nations that my 
predecessors destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were 
in Telassar?  Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of 
Sepharvaim, the king of Hena, or the king of Ivvah?Ó  
  Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; then 
Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD and spread it before the LORD.  And 

Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said: ÒO LORD the God of Israel, who are 
enthroned above the cherubim, you are God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth; you have made heaven and earth.  Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open 
your eyes, O LORD, and see; hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 
mock the living God.  Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the 
nations and their lands,  and have hurled their gods into the fire, though they were 
no gods but the work of human handsÑwood and stoneÑand so they were 
destroyed.  So now, O LORD our God, save us, I pray you, from his hand, so that 
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O LORD, are God alone.Ó  
  Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, ÒThus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel: I have heard your prayer to me about King Sennacherib of Assyria. 
 
Hosea 10:1-15 -     Israel is a luxuriant vine that yields its fruit. The more his fruit 
increased the more altars he built; as his country improved, he improved his pillars.  
 Their heart is false; now they must bear their guilt. The LORD will break down 
their altars, and destroy their pillars.    
    For now they will say: ÒWe have no king, for we do not fear the LORD, and a 
kingÑwhat could he do for us?Ó  
 They utter mere words; with empty oaths they make covenants; so litigation springs 
up like poisonous weeds in the furrows of the field.  
 The inhabitants of Samaria tremble for the calf of Beth-aven. Its people shall 
mourn for it, and its idolatrous priests shall wail over it, over its glory that has 
departed from it.  
 The thing itself shall be carried to Assyria as tribute to the great king. Ephraim shall 
be put to shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his idol.    
    SamariaÕs king shall perish like a chip on the face of the waters.  
 The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed. Thorn and thistle 
shall grow up on their altars. They shall say to the mountains, Cover us, and to the 
hills, Fall on us.    
    Since the days of Gibeah you have sinned, O Israel; there they have continued. 
Shall not war overtake them in Gibeah?  
 I will come against the wayward people to punish them; and nations shall be 
gathered against them when they are punished for their double iniquity.    
    Ephraim was a trained heifer that loved to thresh, and I spared her fair neck; but 
I will make Ephraim break the ground; Judah must plow; Jacob must harrow for 
himself.  
 Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; 
for it is time to seek the LORD, that he may come and rain righteousness upon you. 
      You have plowed wickedness, you have reaped injustice, you have eaten the fruit 
of lies. Because you have trusted in your power and in the multitude of your 
warriors,  
 therefore the tumult of war shall rise against your people, and all your fortresses 
shall be destroyed, as Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle when 
mothers were dashed in pieces with their children.  
 Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, because of your great wickedness. At dawn 
the king of Israel shall be utterly cut off.            
 
1 Cor. 9:16-27 - If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for 
an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!  For if I 
do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted 
with a commission.  What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I 
may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the 
gospel.  
  For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I 
might win more of them.  To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To 
those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under 
the law) so that I might win those under the law.  To those outside the law I became 



as one outside the law (though I am not free from GodÕs law but am under ChristÕs 
law) so that I might win those outside the law.  To the weak I became weak, so that I 
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means 
save some.  I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.  
  Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may win it.  Athletes exercise self-control in all 
things; they do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one.  So I 
do not run aimlessly, nor do I box as though beating the air;  but I punish my body 
and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others I myself should not be 
disqualified. 
 
Matt. 8:1-17 -   When Jesus had come down from the mountain, great crowds 
followed him;  and there was a leper who came to him and knelt before him, saying, 
ÒLord, if you choose, you can make me clean.Ó  He stretched out his hand and 
touched him, saying, ÒI do choose. Be made clean!Ó Immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed.  Then Jesus said to him, ÒSee that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show 
yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to 
them.Ó  
  When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to him and 
saying, ÒLord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.Ó  And he 
said to him, ÒI will come and cure him.Ó  The centurion answered, ÒLord, I am not 
worthy to have you come under my roof; but only speak the word, and my servant 
will be healed.  For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I 
say to one, ÔGo,Õ and he goes, and to another, ÔCome,Õ and he comes, and to my 
slave, ÔDo this,Õ and the slave does it.Ó  When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and 
said to those who followed him, ÒTruly I tell you, in no one in Israel have I found 
such faith.  I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,  while the heirs of the kingdom will 
be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.Ó  And to the centurion Jesus said, ÒGo; let it be done for you according to 
your faith.Ó And the servant was healed in that hour.  
  When Jesus entered PeterÕs house, he saw his mother-in-law lying in bed with a 
fever;  he touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she got up and began to 
serve him.  That evening they brought to him many who were possessed with 
demons; and he cast out the spirits with a word, and cured all who were sick.  This 
was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah, ÒHe took our 
infirmities and bore our diseases.Ó  

Pseudo-Ambrosius on the Letter to the Philippians 

Be joyful in the Lord always 

Beloved brethren, you have heard in the present reading how St Paul says I want you to 
be happy, always happy in the Lord. For the salvation of our souls God in his goodness calls 
us to the joys of everlasting blessedness. The joys of this world lead to eternal 
sorrow; but those who persevere in following the joys that are to be found in the 
will of the Lord will find themselves led to an enduring, an eternal world. So St 
Paul says again, I repeat, what I want is your happiness. 

He is urging us to grow in the joy that leads to God and to the fulfilment of GodÕs 
commandments. The more we strive to obey the precepts of our Lord God in this 
world, the more blessed we shall be in the life to come and the greater will be the 
glory that we receive in GodÕs presence. 

Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: that is, the holiness of your behaviour should not 
only be clear to God but also to men. It should be an example of modesty and self-
discipline to all who share this earth with you. It should leave nothing but good 
memories, both for God and for man. 

The Lord is very near, there is no need to worry: the Lord is always near to anyone who calls on 
him in truth, with right faith, with firm hope, with perfect love. He himself knows 
what you need before you ask it of him: he is always ready to give his faithful 
servants whatever help they need. When bad things happen to us we should not be 
greatly worried, because we should know that we have God close to us as our 
defender. The Lord is close to those with contrite hearts; those with a broken spirit he will save. Many are 
the tribulations of the just; the Lord will free them of all their troubles. If we fight to fulfil and keep 
his precepts, he will not be slow to give us the aid he has promised. 

If there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving: when we are 
afflicted with tribulations let us not bear them sadly or grumble about them Ð 
certainly not! Ð but let us be patient and cheerful, giving thanks to God always, in all 
circumstances. 
 

SATURDAY 107:33-43, 108:1-6(7-13)        !        33 
 
2 Kings 19:21-36 - This is the word that the LORD has spoken concerning him:  
She despises you, she scorns youÑ   virgin daughter Zion;  she tosses her headÑ
behind your back,   daughter Jerusalem.    
    Whom have you mocked and reviled?   Against whom have you raised your voice  
and haughtily lifted your eyes?   Against the Holy One of Israel!  
 By your messengers you have mocked the Lord,   and you have said, ÔWith my many 
chariots  I have gone up the heights of the mountains,   to the far recesses of 
Lebanon;  I felled its tallest cedars,   its choicest cypresses;  I entered its farthest 
retreat,   its densest forest.  
 I dug wells   and drank foreign waters,  I dried up with the sole of my foot   all the 
streams of Egypt.Õ    
    Have you not heard   that I determined it long ago?  I planned from days of old   
what now I bring to pass,  that you should make fortified cities   crash into heaps of 
ruins,  
 while their inhabitants, shorn of strength,   are dismayed and confounded;  they 
have become like plants of the field   and like tender grass,  like grass on the 
housetops,   blighted before it is grown.    
    ÒBut I know your rising and your sitting,   your going out and coming in,   and 
your raging against me.  
 Because you have raged against me   and your arrogance has come to my ears,  I will 
put my hook in your nose   and my bit in your mouth;  I will turn you back on the 
way   by which you came.  
  ÒAnd this shall be the sign for you: This year you shall eat what grows of itself, and 
in the second year what springs from that; then in the third year sow, reap, plant 
vineyards, and eat their fruit.  The surviving remnant of the house of Judah shall 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward;  for from Jerusalem a remnant 
shall go out, and from Mount Zion a band of survivors. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will do this.  
  ÒTherefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come 
into this city, shoot an arrow there, come before it with a shield, or cast up a siege-
ramp against it.  By the way that he came, by the same he shall return; he shall not 
come into this city, says the LORD.  For I will defend this city to save it, for my own 
sake and for the sake of my servant David.Ó  
  That very night the angel of the LORD set out and struck down one hundred 
eighty-five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; when morning dawned, they 
were all dead bodies.  Then King Sennacherib of Assyria left, went home, and lived 
at Nineveh. 
 



Hosea 11:1-9 -     When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my 
son.  
 The more I called them, the more they went from me; they kept sacrificing to the 
Baals, and offering incense to idols.    
    Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms; but they did 
not know that I healed them.  
 I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love. I was to them like 
those who lift infants to their cheeks. I bent down to them and fed them.    
    They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, because 
they have refused to return to me.  
 The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and devours 
because of their schemes.  
 My people are bent on turning away from me. To the Most High they call, but he 
does not raise them up at all.    
    How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? How can I 
make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within 
me; my compassion grows warm and tender.  
 I will not execute my fierce anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God 
and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath.   
 
1 Cor. 10:1-13 -   I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our 
ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,  and all were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,  and all ate the same spiritual food,  
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that 
followed them, and the rock was Christ.  Nevertheless, God was not pleased with 
most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.  
  Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as 
they did.  Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, ÒThe 
people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.Ó  We must not indulge 
in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single 
day.  We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by 
serpents.  And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer.  These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were 
written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come.  So if you 
think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall.  No testing has overtaken you 
that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested 
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that 
you may be able to endure it. 
 
Matt. 8:18-27 -   Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to 
go over to the other side.  A scribe then approached and said, ÒTeacher, I will 
follow you wherever you go.Ó  And Jesus said to him, ÒFoxes have holes, and birds 
of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.Ó  Another of 
his disciples said to him, ÒLord, first let me go and bury my father.Ó  But Jesus said 
to him, ÒFollow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.Ó  
  And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him.  A windstorm arose on 
the sea, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep.  
And they went and woke him up, saying, ÒLord, save us! We are perishing!Ó  And he 
said to them, ÒWhy are you afraid, you of little faith?Ó Then he got up and rebuked 
the winds and the sea; and there was a dead calm.  They were amazed, saying, ÒWhat 
sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?Ó 

A book on Christian life by St Gregory of Nyssa 

Fight the good fight of faith 

Whoever is in Christ is a new creation; the old has passed away. Now by the Ònew creationÓ Paul 
means the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in a heart that is pure and blameless, free of 

all malice, wickedness or shamefulness. For when a soul has come to hate sin and 
has delivered itself as far as it can to the power of virtue, it undergoes a 
transformation by receiving the grace of the Spirit. Then it is healed, restored and 
made wholly new. Indeed the two texts: Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new one, 
and: Let us celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth, support those passages which speak about the new creation. 

Yet the tempter spreads many a snare to trap the soul, and of itself human nature is 
too weak to defeat him. This is why the Apostle bids us to arm ourselves with 
heavenly weapons, when he says: Put on the breastplate of righteousness and have your feet shod 
with the gospel of peace and have truth around your waist as a belt. Can you not see how many 
forms of salvation the Apostle indicates, all leading to the same path and the same 
goal? Following them to the heights of GodÕs commandments, we easily complete 
the race of life. For elsewhere the Apostle says: Let us run with fidelity the race that has been set 
before us, with our eyes on Jesus, the origin and the goal of our faith. 

So a man who openly despises the accolades of this world and rejects all earthly glory 
must also practice self-denial. Such self-denial means that you never seek your own 
will but GodÕs, using GodÕs will as a sure guide; it also means possessing nothing 
apart from what is held in common. In this way it will be easier for you to carry out 
your superiorÕs commands promptly, in joy and in hope; this is required of ChristÕs 
servants who are redeemed for service to the brethren. For this is what the Lord 
wants when he says: Whoever wishes to be first and great among you must be the last 
of all and a servant to all. 

Our service of mankind must be given freely. One who is in such a position must be 
subject to everyone and serve his brothers as if he were paying off a debt. Moreover, 
those who are in charge should work harder than the others and conduct themselves 
with greater submission than their own subjects. Their lives should serve as a visible 
example of what service means, and they should remember that those who are 
committed to their trust are held in trust from God. 

Those, then, who are in a position of authority must look after their brothers as 
conscientious teachers look after the young children who have been handed over to 
them by their parents. If both disciples and masters have this loving relationship, 
then subjects will be happy to obey whatever is commanded, while superiors will be 
delighted to lead their brothers to perfection. If you try to outdo one another in 
showing respect, your life on earth will be like that of the angels. 

 


