Readings for the Daily Office

Properl821

Year One

PROPER18 week of the Sunday closest to September 7

SUNDAY 63:1-8(9-11), 98 ! 103

1 Kings 12:2133- When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the
house ofludah and the tribe of Benjamin, one hundred eighty thousand chosen
troops to fight against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboarn
of Solomon. But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God: Say to
Rehoboam of Judah, sonSxlomon, and to all the house of Judah and Benjamir
and to the rest of the people, OThus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fi(
against your kindred the people of Israel. Let everyone go home, for this thing
from me.O So they heeded the wotHef ORD and went home again, according
to the word of the LORD.

Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and resided the:
he went out from there and built Penuel. Then Jeroboam said to himself, ONo
kingdom may well reverttiee house of David. If this people continues to go up 1
offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, the heart of this people
turn again to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah; they will kill me and returi
King Rehoboam of Judah.O teking took counsel, and made two calves of gol
He said to the people, OYou have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Here ar
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.O He set one in B
and the other he put in Dan. Andstthing became a sin, for the people went to
worship before the one at Bethel and before the other as far as Dan. He also |
houses on high places, and appointed priests from among all the people, who
not Levites. Jeroboam appointed a festivéh@fifteenth day of the eighth month
like the festival that was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices on the altar; so he
Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And he placed in Bethel the
priests of the high places that he had madewvereup to the altar that he had
made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month that he al
had devised; he appointed a festival for the people of Israel, and he went up to
altar to offer incense.

Job 25:16,27:1:6 - Then Bldad the Shuhite answered:

ODominion and fear are with God; he makes peace in his high heaven.

Is there any number to his armies? Upon whom does his light not arise?
How then can a mortal be righteous before God? How can one born of woms

pure?

If even the moon is not bright and the stars are not pure in his sight,

how much less a mortal, who is a maggot, and a human being, who is a wori
Job again took up his discourse and said:

OAs God lives, who has taken away my rightheaAlmighty, who has made my

soul bitter,

as long as my breath is in me and the spirit of God is in my nostrils,

my lips will not speak falsehood, and my tongue will not utter deceit.

Far be it from me to say that you are right; until | di#l not put away my

integrity from me.

I hold fast my righteousness, and will not let it go; my heart does not reproac

for any of my days.

Acts 4:1831- So they called them and ordered them not to speak or teach at al
the name of Jesu8ut Peter and John answered them, OWhether it is right in
GodOs sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; for we canno
from speaking about what we have seen and heard.O After threatening them i
they let them go, finding noay to punish them because of the people, for all of
them praised God for what had happened. For the man on whom this sign of
healing had been performed was more than forty years old.



After they were released, they went to their friends and reporéethelthief
priests and the elders had said to them. When they heard it, they raised their
together to God and said, OSoverelgn Lord, who made the heaven and the ea
sea, and everything in them it is you who said by the Holy Spirittlmarug
ancestor David, your servant: OWhy did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples i
vain things?

The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers have gathered togethe
against the Lord and against his Messiah.O

For in this city, in &ct, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom yo
anointed, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take pla
And now, Lord, look at their thegs, and grant to your servants to speak your wo
with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonc
are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.O When they had
prayed, the place in which they were gathegedher was shaken; and they were :
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness.

John 10:3142 - The Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus replied, C
have shown you many good works from the Father. For which af¢hgse going
to stone me?O The Jews answered, Olt is not for a good work that we are goi
stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, are rr
yourself God.O Jesus answered, Ols it not written in your law, Ol saigogs®ar
If those to whom the word of God came were calledNBgdds® scripture cannot
be annulledl can you say that the one whom the Father has sanctified and ser
the world is blaspheming because | said, Ol am GodOs SonO? If | am eot doil
works of my Father, then do not believe me. But if | do them, even though you
not believe me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that 1
Father is in me and | am in the Father.O Then they tried to arrest him again, b
escape from their hands.

He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been ba|
earlier, and he remained there. Many came to him, and they were saying, OJc
performed no sign, but everything that John said about this man wasAingde.O
many believed in him there.

A sermon of Pope St Leo the Great
Christian wisdom

The Lord then goes on to sBjessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteo
shall be fillEkis hunger is not for bodily food, this thirst is fat any earthly

drink: it is a longing to be blessed with righteousness, and, by penetrating the ¢
of all mysteries, to be filled with the Lord himself.

Happy is the soul that longs for the food of righteousness and thirsts for this ki
drink; it would not seek such things if it had not already savoured their delight.
When the soul hears the voice of the Spirit saying to it through the piGstetand
see that the Lord islggod|ready received a portion of GodOs goodness, and is
fire with love, the love that gives joy of the utmost purity. It counts as nothing a
that belongs to time; it is entirely consumed with desire to eat and drink the foc
righteousness. The soul lays hold of the true meaning of the first and great
commandmeh You shall love the Lord God with your whole heart, and your wh
whole strerfgthto love God is nothing else than to love righteousness.

Finally, just as concern for oneOs neighbour is added to love of God, so the vil
mercy is @ded to the desire for righteousness, as it isB&islsed are the merciful,
God will be merciful. to them

Remember, Christian, the surpassing worth of the wisdom that is yours. Bear i
mind the kind of school in which you are to learn your skikksreéwards to which
you are called. Mercy itself wishes you to be merciful, righteousness itself wisk

to be righteous, so that the Creator may shine forth in his creature, and the im:
of God be reflected in the mirror of the human heart as ittiesifais qualities.

The faith of those who live their faith is a serene faith. What you long for will be
given you; what you love will be yours for ever.

Since it is by giving alms that everything is pure for you, you will also receive tt
blessing whictsipromised next by the Lof8tessed are the pure of heart, for they
GodDear friends, great is the happiness of those for whom such a reward is
prepared. Who are the clean of heart if not those who strive for those virtues w
have mentioned abke? What mind can conceive, what words can express the g
happiness of seeing God? Yet human nature will achieve this when it has beer
transformed so that it sees the Godhealibnger in a mirror or obscurely ithface
Godhead that no mdras been able to see. In the inexpressible joy of this eterng
vision, human nature will possessat eye has not seen or ear heard, what manC
conceived.

MONDAY 41, 52 ! 44

1 Kings 13:410- While Jeroboam was standing by the altar to offer incense, a
man of God came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to Bethel and proclail
against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, OO altar, altar, thus says
LORD: OA son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name; and he st
sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who offer incense on you, and hi
bones shall be burned on you.OO He gave a sign the same day, saying, OThi
sign thathie LORD has spoken: OThe altar shall be torn down, and the ashes t
are on it shall be poured out.OO When the king heard what the man of God ct
against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, say
OSeize him!O Bhe hand that he stretched out against him withered so that he
could not draw it back to himself. The altar also was torn down, and the ashes
poured out from the altar, according to the sign that the man of God had given
the word of the LORD. The kirggid to the man of God, OEntreat now the favor
the LORD your God, and pray for me, so that my hand may be restored to me.
the man of God entreated the LORD; and the kingOs hand was restored to hin
became as it was before. Then the kingcstiid man of God, OCome home with
me and dine, and | will give you a gift.O But the man of God said to the king, (
you give me half your kingdom, | will not go in with you; nor will | eat food or
drink water in this place. For thus | was commanddtehydrd of the LORD:

You shall not eat food, or drink water, or return by the way that you came.O S
went another way, and did not return by the way that he had come to Bethel.

Job 32:110,1933:1,1928 - So these three men ceased to answer Jabsbde
was righteous in his own eyes. Then Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite, of the fi
of Ram, became angry. He was _angry at Job because he justified himself rathe
God; he was angry also at JobOs three friends because they had found no an
though they had declared Job to be in the wrong. Now Elihu had waited to spe
Job, because they were older than he. But when Elihu saw that there was no i
in the mouths of these three men, he became angry.

Elihu son of Barachel the Buzitevaased: Ol am young in years, and you are
aged; therefore | was timid and afraid to declare my opinion to you.

| said, OLet days speak, and many years teach wisdom.O

But truly it is the spirit in a mortal, the breath of the Almighty, thatsrfake
understanding.

It is not the old that are wise, nor the aged that understand what is right.
Therefore | say, OListen to me; let me also declare my opinion.O

My heart is indeed like wine that has no vent; like new wineskins, it te ready
burst.

| must speak, so that | may find relief; 1 must open my lips and answer.

I will not show partiality to any person or use flattery toward anyone.



For | do not know how to flatfér or my Maker would soon put an end to me!
OBut nw, hear my speech, O Job, and listen to all my words.

They are also chastened with pain upon their beds, and with continual strife i
their bones,

so that their lives loathe bread, and their appetites dainty food.

Their flesh is so wasted athay it cannot be seen; and their bones, once
invisible, now stick out.

Their souls draw near the Pit, and their lives to those who bring death.

Then, if there should be for one of them an angel, a mediator, one of a thous
one who declaresperson upright,

and he is gracious to that person, and says, ODeliver him from going down it
Pit; | have found a ransom;

let his flesh become fresh with youth; let him return to the days of his youthfL
vigor.O

Then he prays to God, aisdaccepted by him, he comes into his presence witt
joy, and God repays him for his r|ghteousness

That person sings to others and says, Ol sinned, and perverted what was rig
and it was not paid back to me.
IHﬁ has redeemed my soul from gaiogn to the Pit, and my life shall see the
ight.0

Phil. 1:211- Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jeslis all the saints in
Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

Grace to you and peace from God our Fatherhentddrd Jesus Christ.

I thank my God every time | remember you, constantly praying with joy in eve
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from th
day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who beg@od work among
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to th
this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you shai
GodOs grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the dafiehse
confirmation of the gospel For God is my witness, how | long for all of you wit
the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may ove
more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what i:
best,so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having prodt
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and
of God.

Mark 15:4047 - There were also women looking on from a distance; among tt
wereMary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Jose
Salome. These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galile
and there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.

When evening had come, aittte it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day
before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council,
was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pil
and asked for the body of Jesus. TRikxie wondered if he were already dead; ar
summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some t
When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to
Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and tadwmg the body, wrapped it in
the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He the
rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mc
of Joses saw where the body was laid.

A sermon by Pope St Lebe Great

Whoever loves your law will have abundant peace

The blessedness of seeing God is justly promised to the pure of heart. For the
that is unclean would not be able to see the brightness of the true light, and wt
would be happiness to clear nsvdould be a torment to those that are defiled.

Therefore, let the mists of worldly vanities be dispelled, and the inner eye be
cleansed of all the filth of wickedness, so that the soulOs gaze may feast serer
the great vision of God.

It is to the &#tainment of this goal that the next words reBéessed are the peacems
for they shall be called sarfsobl@ssedness, dearly beloved, does not derive fro
any casual agreement or from any and every kind of harmony, but it pertains tc
whatthe Apostle sayBe at peace before #edltorthe words of the proph&hose
who love your law shall enjoy abundant peace; for themBtenrtbetmodtiing blocl
intimate bonds of friendship and the closest affinity of minds cannotayutyaim

to this peace if they are not in agreement with the will of God. Alliances based
evil desires, covenants of crime and pacts dbaicke outside the scope of this
peace. Love of the world cannot be reconciled with love of God, anchtimbana
does not separate himself from the children of this generation cannot join the
company of the sons of God. But those who keep God ever in their hearts, anc
anxious to preserve the unity of the spirit inrteehatissehpéace theeenal law

as they speak the prayer of fdithy will be done on earth as it is in heaven

These then are the peacemakers; they are bound together in holy harmony an
rightly given the heavenly titlesoins of Godeirs with Chaistl this is he reward
they will receive for their love of God and neighbour: when their struggle with a
temptation is finally over, there will be no further adversities to suffer or scande
fear; but they will rest in the peace of God undisturbed, through odnituo lives
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

TUESDAY 45 ! 47, 48

1 Kings 16:2334 - In the thirty-first year of King Asa of Judah, Omri began to
reign over Israel; he reigned for twelve years, siewf ith Tirzah.

He bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver; he fortifie
the hill, and called the city that he built, Samaria, after the name of Shemer, th
owner of the hill.

Omri did what was evil in the sight of the LORDdlidemore evil than all who
were before him. For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam son of Nebat, and
sins that he caused Israel to commit, provoking the LORD, the God of Israel, tc
anger by their idols. Now the rest of the acts of Omri thditthand the power
that he showed, are they not written in the Book of the Annals of the Kings of
Israel? Omri slept with his ancestors, and was buried in Samaria; his son Aha
succeeded him.

In the thirty-eighth year of King Asa of Judah, Ahab s@nuif began to reign
over Israel; Ahab son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria-timengears.

Ahab son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who were beft
him.

And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sidsroboam son of
Nebat, he took as his wife Jezebel daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians,
went and served Baal, and worshiped him. He erected an altar for Baal in the
of Baal, which he built in Samaria. Ahab also made a sacred poledAhatedd
provoke the anger of the LORD, the God of Israel, than had all the kings of Isr¢
who were before him. In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho; he laid its
foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates at the cost o
youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which he spoke by J
son of Nun.

Job 29:120 - Job again took up his discourse and said:
OOh that | were as in the months of old, as in the days when God watched ¢

me

when his lammsene over my head, and by his light | walked through darkness
when | was in my prime, when the friendship of God was upon my tent;
when the Almighty was still with me, when my children were around me;



when my steps were washed with milk, theengbck poured out for me streams of
oil!

When | went out to the gate of the city, when | took my seat in the square,
the young men saw me and withdrew, and the aged rose up and stood;

the nobles refrained from talking, and laid their hamdgheir mouths;

the voices of princes were hushed, and their tongues stuck to the roof of thei
mouths.

When the ear heard, it commended me, and when the eye saw, it approved;
because | delivered the poor who cried, and the orphan who hagemo he

The blessing of the wretched came upon me, and | caused the widowOs hez
sing for joy.

| put on righteousness, and it clothed me; my justice was like a robe and a tu
| was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame.

| was a fatheo the needy, and | championed the cause of the stranger.

| broke the fangs of the unrighteous, and made them drop their prey from the
teeth.

Then | thought, Ol shall die in my nest, and | shall multiply my days like the
phoenix;

my roots siead out to the waters, with the dew all night on my branches;

my glory was fresh with me, and my bow ever new in my hand.O

Phil. 1:1230 - | want you to know, beloved that what has happened to me has
actually helped to spread the gospel, aatthas become known throughout the
whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ;
most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by m
imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater bsddsed without fear.

Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill. These
proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that | have been put here for the defense «
the gospel; the others proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, netrslpdut
intending to increase my suffering in my imprisonment. What does it matter? .
this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false motives or true
and in that | rejoice.Yes, and | will continue to rejoice, for | know thabtigh
your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my
deliverance. Itis my eager expectation and hope that | will not be put to sham
any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted now
always in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, living is Christ and
dying is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and 1 ¢
not know which | prefer. | am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to d
and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that | may share
abundantly in yar boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whethe
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are
standing firm in one spirit, strivingde by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents, For them this is evic
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is GodOs doing. For he has
graciously granted you the privilege noy afilbelieving in Christ, but of suffering
for him as welll since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had anc
hear that | still have.

Mark 16:18 - When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mc
of James, and Salome blougpices, so that they might go and anoint him. And

very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to th
tomb. They had been saying to one another, OWho will roll away the stone fol
from the entrance to the tomb?O Wihay fooked up, they saw that the stone,

which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they w

alarmed. But he said to them, ODo not be alaiyonedare looking for Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there it
place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead
to Galilee; there you will see him, just as heyimldO So they went out and fled
from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothi
anyone, for they were afraidAnd all that had been commanded them they told
briefly to those around Peter. And afterward Jesus himsediugsehrough them,
from east to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvatic

A sermon by St Bernard
| shall stand upon mtowatdio see what the Lord will say to me

We read in the gospel that when the Lord was teachiligchptes and urged them
to share in his passion by the mystery of eating his body, somkisasda hard sayi
and from that time they no longer followed him. When he asked the disciples
whether they also wished to go away, they rdpielto erh shall we go? You haw
words of eternal life

| assure you, my brothers, that even to this day it is clear to some that the wort
which Jesus speaksspieit and, lded for this reason they follow him. To others
these words seem hard, and sy thek elsewhere for some pathetic consolation.
Yet wisdom cries out in the streets, in the broad and spacious way that leads t
death, to call back those who take this path. Finally, hEaagsty years | have be:
close to this generationl; areby $wive always Hesartitifdu also read in another
psalm:God has spoke®oceeindeed, because for ever. His is a single,
uninterrupted utterance, because it is continuous and unending.

He calls upon sinners to return to their true g@nd rebukes them when their
hearts have gone astray, for it is in the true heart that he dwells and there he s
fulfilling what he taught through the proph8peak to the heart of J¥msaksnmy
brothers, how the prophet admonishes usioradvantagéf today you hear his voi
harden not your. hMeartsan read almost the same words in the gospel and in the
prophet. For in the gospel the Lord sdyg:sheep hear mpnditethe psalm
blessed David sayau are his pgoplning, of course, the Lord@sid the sheep of
pasture. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts

Hear also the prophet Habakkuk in todayOs reading. Far from hiding the Lord(
reprimands, he dwells on them with attentive and anxious carg/Hensidstand
upon my wateker and take up my post on the ramparts, keeping watch to see v
what answer | will make to those who thbegopmiutayrwothers, stand upon our
watchtower, for now is the time for tike. Let all our dealings be in the heart,
where Christ dwells, in right judgement and wise counsel, but in such a way as
place no confidence in those dealings, nor rely upon our fragile defences.

WEDNESDAY 119:4972 ! 49,[53]

1 Kings 17:224 - Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, O/
the LORD the God of Israel lives, before whom | stand, there shall be neither c
nor rain these years, except by my word.O The word of the LORD dame to h
saying, OGo from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the Wadi Che
which is east of the Jordan. You shall drink from the wadi, and | have commar
the ravens to feed you there.O So he went and did according to the word of th
LORD; hewent and lived by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. The
ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the
evening; and he drank from the wadi. But after a while the wadi dried up, bece
there was no rain in thenld. .

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, OGo now to Zarephath, wt
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have commanded a widow there to feed
So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town,



was tere gathering sticks; he called to her and said, OBring me a little water in
vessel, so that | may drink.O As she was going to bring it, he called to her anc
OBring me a morsel of bread in your hand.O But she said, OAs the LORD yot
lives, Ihave nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a ju
am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that | may go home and prepare it for
and my son, that we may eat it, and die.O Elijah said to her, ODo not be afraic
anddo as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me,
afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says the LORI
God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail
until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.0 She went and did as Eli
said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. The jar ¢
was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LOF
that he spakby Elijah.

After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illne
was so severe that there was no breath left in him. She then said to Elijah, OV
have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bringpmy sin t
remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!O But he said to her, OGive
your son.O He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the upper chambe
where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed. He cried out to the LORD
LORD my God, havwou brought calamity even upon the widow with whom | am
staying, by killing her son?0_ Then he stretched himself upon the child three tii
and cried out to the LORD, OO LORD my God, let this childOs life come into h
again.O The LORD listened to thieeof Elijah; the life of the child came into
him again, and he revived. Elijah took the child, brought him down from the ug
chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother then Elijah said, OSee, y
son is alive.0 So the woman said to EfjNow | know that you are a man of Goc
and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.O

Job 29:1,30:42,16-31- Job again took up his discourse and said:
OBut now they make sport of me, those who are younger than I, whose fai
would fave disdained to set with the dogs of my flock.
What could | gain from the strength of their hands? All their vigor is gone.
OAnd now my soul is poured out within me; days of affliction have taken hc
me.
The night racks my bones, &nel pain that gnaws me takes no rest.
With violence he seizes my garment; he grasps me by the collar of my tunic.
He has cast me into the mire, and | have become like dust and ashes.
| cry to you and you do not answer me; | stand, and yoy inefeht me.
You have turned cruel to me; with the might of your hand you persecute me.
You lift me up on the wind, you make me ride on it, and you toss me about ir
roar of the storm.
I know that you will bring me to death, and to theehappointed for all living.
OSurely one does not turn against the needy, when in disaster they cry for
Did | not weep for those whose day was hard? Was not my soul grieved for t
poor?
But when | looked for good, evil came; and wheited for light, darkness
came.
My inward parts are in turmoil, and are never still; days of affliction come to r
me.
| go about in sunless gloom; | stand up in the assembly and cry for help.
| am a brother of jackals, and a companiaswiches.
My skin turns black and falls from me, and my bones burn with heat.
My lyre is turned to mourning, and my pipe to the voice of those who weep.

Phil. 2:1-11- If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation froi
love,any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and
one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard

others as better than yoelges. Let each of you look not to your own interests, t
to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesu:
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited,
butemptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likenes
And being found in human form,

he humbled himself and became obedient to the point oRldeatbn death on
a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him anedim the name that is above
every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on eal
under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of C
Father.

Matt. 2:1-12- In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, OWhere is the chi
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and hax
to pay him homageé When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him,
Bethlehem of Judea; for so isHzeen written by the prophet:

OAnd you, Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are by no means least among tt
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my peopl
Israel.OO

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men anddédrom them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, OGo &
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, brlng me word sc
that | may also go and pay him homage.O When they had heardtth&y lsieqg,
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, un
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw th
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left foi
their own country by atizer road.

From a sermon by St Bernard of Clairvaux

On the stages of contemplation

Let us take our stand on the tower, leaning with all our strength on Christ, the
solid rock, as it is writtefie has set my feet on a rock, he hasTusl&dmiyy steps.
established, let us begin to contemplate, to see what he is saying to us and wr
we ought to make to him.

The first stage of contemplation, my dear brothers, is to consider constantly wt
God wants, what is pleasing to him, and whatéptable in his eyes. We all offenc
in many things; our strength cannot match the rightness of GodOs will and can
be joined to it or made to fit with it. So let us humble ourselves under the powe
hand of the most high God and make an effort to shselves unworthy before

his merciful gaze, sayiHgal me, Lord, and | shall be healed; save me/And | sha
again,Lord, have mercy on me; heal my soul because | have sinned against yo

Once the eye of the soul has been purified by sostdextions, we no longer
abide within our spirit in a sense of sorrow, but abide rather in the Spirit of Goc
with great delight. No longer do we consider what is the will of God for us, but
rather what it is in itself.

For our life is in his will. Thusve are convinced that what is according to his will



in every way better for us, and more fitting. And so, if we are concerned to pre:
the life of our soul, we must be equally concerned to deviate as little as possibl
from his will.

Thus having madsome progress in our spiritual exercise under the guidance of
Spirit who gazes into the deep things of God, let us reflect how gracious the Lc
and how good he is in himself. Let us join the Prophet in praying that we may ¢
the LordOs will ancefjuent not our own hearts but the LordOs temple; and let u:
also sayly soul is humbled within me, therefore | shall be mindful of you.

These two stages sum up the whole of the spiritual life: when we contemplate
ourselves we are troubled, and our sads@ges us and brings us to contemplate
God; that contemplation in turn gives us the consolation of the joy of the Holy
Spirit. Contemplating ourselves brings fear and humility; contemplating God
brings us hope and love.

THURSDAY 50 ! [59,60]0R 93, 96

1 Kings 18:119- After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the
third year of the drought, saying, OGo, present yourself to Ahab; | will send rail
the earth.O So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab. The famine was severe
Samaria. Ahab summoned Obadiah, who was in charge of the palace. (Now
Obadiah revered the LORD greatly; when Jezebel was killing off the prophets
LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets, hid them fifty to a cave, and provide
them with bread angater.) Then Ahab said to Obadiah, OGo through the land
all the springs of water and to all the wadis; perhaps we may find grass to keey
horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.O So they divided t
between them to pass thgbuit; Ahab went in one direction by himself, and
Obadiah went in another direction by himself.

As Obadiah was on the way, Elijah met him; Obadiah recognized him, fell on
face, and said, Ols it you, my lord Elijah?O He answered him, Olt isll yGar, t
lord that Elijah is here.O And he said, OHow have | sinned, that you would hai
your servant over to Ahab, to kill me? As the LORD your God lives, there is nc
nation or kingdom to which my lord has not sent to seek you; and when they w
sayOHe is not here,O he would require an oath of the kingdom or nation, that
had not found you. But now you say, OGo, tell your lord that Elijah is here.O ,
soon as | have gone from you, the spirit of the LORD will carry you | know not
where; so, whehcome and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me,
although | your servant have revered the LORD from my youth. Has it not bee
told my lord what | did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how | hic
hundred of the LORDOS prophetty fio a cave, and provided them with bread an
water? Yet now you say, OGo, tell your lord that Elijah is hereO; he will surely
me.O Elijah said, OAs the LORD of hosts lives, before whom | stand, | will sur
show myself to him today.O So Obadtt to meet Ahab, and told him; and
Ahab went to meet Elijah.

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, Ols it you, you troubler of Israel?0
answered, Ol have not troubled Israel; but you have, and your fatherOs house
because you have forsakercdmemandments of the LORD and followed the Baal
Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the four
hundred fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who
at JezebelOs table.O

Job 29:1,31:R3 - Job gain took up his discourse and said:

Ol have made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I look upon a virgil
What would be my portion from God above, and my heritage from the Almigt
on high?

Does not calamity befall the unrighteous, disalster the workers of iniquity?
Does he not see my ways, and number all my steps?
OIf | have walked with falsehood, and my foot has hurried thi deceit

let me be weighed in a just balance, and let God know my iNegrity!
if my step hatsirned aside from the way, and my heart has followed my eyes,
if any spot has clung to my hands;
then let me sow, and another eat; and let what grows for me be rooted out.
OIf my heart has been enticed by a woman, and | have ddtiminmy
neighborOs door;
then let my wife grind for another, and let other men kneel over her.
For that would be a heinous crime; that would be a criminal offense;
for that would be a fire consuming down to Abaddon, and it would burn to the
root all my harvest.
OIf I have rejected the cause of my male or female slaves, when they brou
complaint against me;
what then shall | do when God rises up? When he makes inquiry, what shall
answer him?
Did not he who made me in themmmake them? And did not one fashion us it
the womb?
OIf | have withheld anything that the poor desired, or have caused the eyes
widow to fail,
or have eaten my morsel alone, and the orphan has not eateflfrom it
for from my youth reared the orphan like a father, and from my motherOs wo
| guided the widol
if | have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing, or a poor person without

covering,
whose loins have not blessed me, and who was not warmed with the fleece «
sheep;

if | have raised my hand against the orphan, because | saw | had supporters
gate;

then let my shoulder blade fall from my shoulder, and let my arm be broken f
its socket.
For | was in terror of calamity from God, and | couldhzote faced his majesty.

Phil. 2:12-30 - Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, n
only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in ydulirengou
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Do all things without murmuring and arguing, so that you may be blameless :
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perver
generation, in which you shine liggrs in the world. It is by your holding fast to
the word of life that | can boast on the day of Christ that | did not run in vain or
labor in vain. But even if | am being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice
the offering of your faith, | amlad and rejoice with all of yéuand in the same
way you also must be glad and rejoice with me.

I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that | may be cheer
news of you. | have no one like him who will be genuinely concergedrfor
welfare. All of them are seeking their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.
TimothyOs worth you know, how like a son with a father he has served with me
work of the gospel. | hope therefore to send him as soon as | see how thithgs ¢
me; and | trust in the Lord that | will also come sgon.

Still, | think it necessary to send to you Epaphradditysbrother and caevorker
and fellow soldier, your messenger and minister to my need; for he has been
longing for all of you, and hagen distressed because you heard that he was ill.
was indeed so ill that he nearly died. But God had mercy on him, and not only
him but on me also, so that | would not have one sorrow after another. | am th
more eager to send him, thereforepider that you may rejoice at seeing him
again, and that | may be less anxious. Welcome him then in the Lord with all ji
and honor such people, because he came close to death for the work of Chris
risking his life to make up for those services thatguld not give me.



Matt. 2:13-23 - Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Jose
in a dream and said, OGet up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt
remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search fercttild, to destroy
him.O Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went tc
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what hac
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, OOut of Egypt | have catheddny

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriate!
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two year
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then\
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:

OA voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weepir
her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.O

When Herod died, an angel of the Landdenly appeared in a dream to Joseph
Egypt and said, OGet up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of
for those who were seeking the childOs life are dead.O Then Joseph got up, t
child and his mother, and went to the larfidsrael. But when he heard that
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galile
There he made his home in a town called Nazarethgtssttht had been spoken
through the prophets might be fulfilled, OHe will be called a Nazorean.O

St Bruno's commentary on Psalm 83
If | forget you, Jerusalem

How delightful is your-giaekinbord of hosts!
My soul is weak with longingsfof freicpatace

That is, for the broad spaces of the heavenly Jerusalem, which is the city of G¢

Blessed are they who dwell in your house:
they will praise you for ever.

Now the psalmist shows why he desires to enter the courts of the Lord: Lord, C
of all powers in heaven, my king and my Gtssed are they who dwell ift your he
as if he said, OWho would not wish to enter your courts, since you are God, th
the Creator, the Lord of the powers, the King, and since all are blessedenho li
your house?0 Because OcourtsO and Ohoused mean the same thing here. W
Oblessedd he means that they have all conceivable blessedness. And they ar
blessed, because they will praise you with loving devotion for ever, that is, for
eternity. They would not be able to praise the Lord for all eternity unless they v
blessed for all eternity.

Blessed the man whose help comes from you,
who has set his heart on climbing to you.

But no-one can reach this blessedness on his own, éeehas hope, faith and
love.Blessed is the man whose help Bimethémowoydspnlthe man whose help
comes from you will attain the blessedhed®s set his h&duatds.to say: the only
people who will attain blessedness are thassetkheir hearts on climbing many
steps of virtue and good works, but also receive the help of your grane.dda
climb by himself, as the Lord himself has $éécbne has gone up to heaven exce|
Man who is in heaven.

| say that he @mbing to pegause he now lives in the valley of tears, that is, in tl
present life, which is lowly and filled with the tears of tribulation; as opposed to
other life, which can be called a mountain in comparison, a mountain full of joy

Since thepsalmist has saiilessed the man whose help comesrighmh gk, OWill

God give his help?O The answer is that help is truly offered by God to the bles
For the lawgiver, that is, Christ, gave us the law and he gives us and will go on
us blessings (that is, the many gifts of grace) by which he blesses his own peo

This means he will raise them up to blessedness, tay sall go from strength to :
as they climb. In the future heavenly Zion Christ will be seen, the Gadspagd
since he is God he will make his people divine also. Or, if you prefer, you can ¢
that the God of gods, God the Trinity, will be visible in a spiritual sense in those
who dwell in Zion. By the light of their understanding they will see God in
themselves in a way that now they cannot, for God will be all in all.

FRIDAY 40,54 ! 51

1 Kings 18:2040 - So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the propt
at Mount Carmel. Elijah then came near to all the people, and said, OHow lon
you go limping with two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow bimjf
Baal, then follow him.O The people did not answer him a word. Then Elijah sa
the people, Ol, even | only, am left a prophet of the LORD; but BaalOs prophet
number four hundred fifty. Let two bulls be given to us; let them choose one bi
for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; | wil
prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. Then you cal
on the name of your god and | will call on the name of the LORD; the god who
answerspfire is'indeed God.O All the people answered, OWell spoken'O The
Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, OChoose for yourselves one bull and prepe
first, for you are many; then call on the name of your god, but put no fire to it.0
they took thedl that was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Be
from morning until noon, crying, OO Baal, answer us!O But there was no voice
no answer. They limped about the altar that they had made. At noon Elijah mc
them, saying, OCry atiBurely he is a god; either he is meditating, or he has
wandered away, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be
awakened.O Then they cried aloud and, as was their custom, they cut themse
with swords and lances until the blood gdish# over them. As midday passed,
they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voi
no answer, and no response.

Then Elijah said to all the people, OCome closer to meO; and all the people ¢
closer to him. First & repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown dowr
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of
Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Olsrael shall be your nar
with the stones he built an altarthe name of the LORD. Then he made a trench
around the altar, large enough to contain two measures of seed. Next he put t
wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood. He said, OFill fou
jars with water and pour it on the burnt offig and on the wood.O Then he said,
ODo jt a second timeO; and they did it a second time. Again he said, ODo it a
timeO; and they did it a third time, so that the water ran all around the altar, ar
filled the trench also with water.

At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near and sa
OO0 LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel let it be known this day that you
God in Israel, that | am your servant, and that | have done all these things at y«
bidding. Answeme, O LORD, answer me, so that this people may know that y«
O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.O Then the fire
the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the
dust, and even licked up the walet was in the trench. When all the people saw
it, they fell on their faces and said, OThe LORD indeed is God; the LORD inde
God.O Elijah said to them, OSeize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of then
escape.O Then they seized them; and Eigabti them down to the Wadi Kishon,
and killed them there.

Job 29:1,31:2440 - Job again took up his discourse and said:
Olf I have made gold my trust, or called fine gold my confidence;
if | have rejoiced because my wealth was great, auseery hand had gotten
much;
if | have looked at the sun when it shone, or the moon moving in splendor,



and my heart has been secretly enticed, and my mouth has kissed my hand,;
this also would be an iniquity to be punished by the judges shimultl have been
false to God above.
OlIf I have rejoiced at the ruin of those who hated me, or exulted when evil
overtook theN
I have not let my mouth sin by asking for their lives with &lcurse
if those of my tent ever said, OO thatight be sated with his flesh!O .
the stranger has not lodged in the street; | have opened my doors to thl trav
ti>f | have concealed my transgressions as others do, by hiding my iniquity in r
osom,
because | stood in great fear of the nualéif and the contempt of families
terrified me, so that | kept silence, and did not go out of Noors
Oh, that | had one to hear me! (Here is my signature! let the Almighty answe
me!) Oh, that | had the indictment written by my adversary!
Surel | would carry it on my shoulder; | would bind it on me like a crown;
I would give him an account of all my steps; like a prince | would approach hi
OIf my land has cried out against me, and its furrows have wept together;
if | have e&n its yield without payment, and caused the death of its owners;
let thorns grow instead of wheat, and foul weeds instead of barley.O  The
of Job are ended.

Phil. 3:1-16- Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lofa. writethe
same things to you is not troublesome to me, and for you it is a safeguard.

Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate
flesh! For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God a
boastm Christ Jesus and have no confidence in theNflesten though |, too, have
reason for confidence in the fleslf. anyone else has reason to be confident in tr
flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of tle tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the
blameless.

Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Ch
More thanthat, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all thinc
and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in hi
not having a rightesness of my own that comes from the law, but one that corr
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. | want to kr
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his deathf, somehow | may attain the resurrection from the
dead.

Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved,
not consider that | have made it oayn; but this one thing | do: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goe
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then who
mature be of the same mind; and if yloink differently about anything, this too
God will reveal to you. Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.

Matt. 3:1-12- In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Jur
proclaiming, ORepent, for the kingdom of heavendmas near.O This is the one
of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, OThe voice of one crying ou
wilderness: OPrepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 0O
Now John wore clothing of camelOs hair with a leather belt aronatstiand his
food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many Pbeeis and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to
them, OYou brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, OWe have A
as our ancestorQ; for | tell you, Gotblis Brom these stones to raise up children tc
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefort
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Ol baptize you with water for repentance, but one wiowéspowerful than | is
coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; bohtféhe will burn
with unquenchable fire.O

A sermon by Isaac, abbot of Stella
It is not Christ's will to forgive without the Church

There are two things that are God®s and GodOs alone: the honour of receivin
confession and the power of granting forgegsnConfession is what we must mal
to him, and forgiveness is what we must hope to receive from him. The power
forgive sins belongs only to God, and this is why we must confess them to him

But God has taken a bride. The Almighty has taken thedaebtbe Most High
has taken the lowly oBeut of a servant he has made a queen. She was behind
beneath him and he raised her to be at his side. From out of his wounded side
came, and he took her to be his bride.

Just as all that the Father lsathe SonOs, so too what the Son has is the Father(
since they share the same undivided nature. In just the same way the bridegro
gave all that was his to the bride and shared all that she had, making her one \
himself and the Father. Hear the Soaking his plea to the Father for his bride:
desire that just as you and | are one, so these should be one with us.

The bridegroom is one with the Father and one with his bride. Whatever in her
foreign to her nature he took away from her and naildtetoross. He carried her
sins with him onto the tree and by the tree he took them away from her. Whate
was natural and and proper to her he took on and clothed himself in it. Whatev
was divine and proper to him, he bestowed on her. He took awayawhat
diabolical, took on what was human, conferred what was divine, so that all that
bride possessed should be the bridegroomOs also. Thus it is that he who has
committed no sin, on whose lips is no deceit, cahadaypity on me, Lord, for Pam
for he who shares _in his brideOs weakness must share in her lament, and thus
is the bridegroomOs is the brideOs also. Here is where the honour of confessit
comes from, and the power of forgiveness, so that it can truly l@csaitd show
youwgelf to the priest!

The Church can forgive nothing without Christ, and it is ChristOs will to forgive
nothing except with the Church. The Church can forgivem®except the
penitentbthat is, one who has been touched by Gbast Christ does not wish
forgive anyone who does not value the Chivttat God has united, man must no
says Christ, and Paul adbdam saying that this great mystery applies to Christ ar

Do not sever the head from the body so that Christ is wholeg®s.|&or Christ is
not whole without the Church, nor is the Church whole without Christ. This is w
he sayhle one has gone up to heaven except the Son of Manswhe enig heaven.
who can forgive sins.

SATURDAY 55 1 138,139:17(1823)

1 Kings 18:4419:8- Elijah said to Ahab, OGo up, eat and drink; for there is a
sound of rushing rain.O So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. Elijah went up tc
top of Carmel; there he bowed himself down upon the earth and put his face
bewveen his knees. He said to his servant, OGo up now, look toward the sea.C
went up and looked, and said, OThere is nothlng O Then he said, OGo again ¢



times.O At the seventh time he said, OLook, a little cloud no bigger than a per
hand is risig out of the sea.O Then he said, OGo say to Ahab, OHarness your
and go down before the rain stops you.0O0 In a little while the heavens grew b
with clouds and wind; there was a heavy rain. Ahab rode off and went to Jezre
But the hand of ta LORD was on Elijah; he girded up his loins and ran in front ¢
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the propt
with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, sayingy, 0&gods
do to me, and more also, if | do not make your life like the life of one of them b
this time tomorrow.O Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and c:
to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.

But he Imself went a dayOs journey into the wilderness, and came and sat dc
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: Olt is enough; now, O
LORD, take away my life, for | am no better than my ancestors.O Then he lay
under the broom tree arfell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said tc
him, OGet up and eat.0 He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked c
stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel c
LORD came a second time, touched,kind said, OGet up and eat, otherwise the
journey will be too much for you.O He got up, and ate and drank then he wen
the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.

Job 38:117- Then the LORD answered Job outhe whirlwind:

OWho is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?

Gird up your loins like a man, | will question you, and you shall declare to me
OWhere were you when | laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you h.

understanding.

Who determined its measuremélstsrely you know! Or who stretched the line

upon it?

On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone

when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted f

OOmwho shut in the sea with doors  when it burst out from the Wbmb?
when | made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band,
and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors,
and said, OThus far shall you come, and norfarémel here shall your proud
waves be stoppedO?

OHave you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused tl
to know its place,
so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken
of it?
It ischanged like clay under the seal, and itis dyed like a garment.
Light is withheld from the wicked, and their uplifted arm is broken.

OHave you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses o
deep?
Have the gates adath been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of de
darkness?

Phil. 3:17-4:7 - Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those w
live according to the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the
of Christ; | have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. The
end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their
minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from
there that ware expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform th
body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the
power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, r
brothers and sisterashom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in th
Lord in this way, my beloved.

| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, ¢
ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have strudgled
me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest ofwoykeos,
whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be |
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not wabput anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hea
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Matt. 3:1317- ThenJesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be
baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, Ol need to be bapti.
you, and do you come to me?0 But Jesus answered him, OLet it be so now; f
proper for us in this way to fulfiflll righteousness.O Then he consented. And
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly t
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a d
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven s&fds & my Son, the Beloved,
with whom | am well pleased.O

An oration by St Athanasius on the incarnation of the Word

Make our lives new as they were at the beginning

God the Word of the great and good Father did not abandon human nature as
falling into corruption and decay. By offering his own body he wiped out the de:
towards which mankind was heading. By his teaching he healed their ignoranc
by his power and might he feunded the whole of human nature.

If you want confirmation of thigpok to the authority of ChristOs own disciples ar
what they have written about Gobe love of Christ overwhelms us when we refle
man has died for all, then all men should be dead; and the reason he dieddor ¢
live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised to life for th:
And againWe see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the
with glory and splendour becaesedeesathmity GodOs grace he had to experien
mankin@hen he gives the reason why only God the Word could beconitearaan:
appropriate that God, for whom everything exists and through whom everythin
throgh suffering, the leader who would take therfihesheircsdbvatieem that the
rescue of mankind from corruption and decay was the task of none other than
the Word, by whom they were originally created.

The WordOs purpose behind taking loody was that he should become a sacrific
for bodies of the same kind, as scripture Sayse all the children share the same
flesh, he too shared equally in it, so that by his death he could take away all th
ovedeath, and set free all those who had been held in slavery all ttSsrbiyes by
offering up his own body he brought an end to the law that had been condemn
us, and by giving us the hope of resurrection he gave our lives a meiwgbegi

It was through the act of man that death received power over man, and throug|
act of God the Word for man that death lost its power and the resurrection of i
took its place. Thus Paul sdixkath came through one man and in thewasctanay
the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men"
and so on. We no longer die to be condemned, we die to be raised up and aw:
resurrection of all, which God will bring abaita time of his choosing, the creato
of all things and the giver of all gifts.
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1 Kings 19:821- He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of
that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. At that place |
came to a cave, and spent the night thétesn the word of the LORD came to
him, saying, OWhat are you doing here, Elijah?0 He answered, Ol have been
zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. |
alone am left, anthey are seeking my life, to take it away.O

He said, OGo out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD
about to pass by.O Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the |.O&RDhe LORD was not
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire;
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he whépfseze in
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there can
voice to him that said, OWhat are you doing here, Elijah?0O He answered, Ol t
been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forse
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the swol
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.O Then the LORD
him, OGo, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive
shal anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nims
king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat-ohébelah as
prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall
and whoeverseapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet | will leave se
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every moutt
has not kissed him.O

So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing
There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elij
passed by him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijat
and said, OLet me kiss my father and my mother, and then | will follow you.O 7
Elijah sid to him, OGo back again; for what have | done to you?O He returned
from following h|m took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the
equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and t
ate. Then he set out andléeved Elijah, and became his servant.

Job 38:1,1841

Acts 5:3442 - But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the [
respected by all the people, stood up and ordered the men to be put outside fo
short time. Then he said to the@f-ellow Israelites, consider carefully what you
propose to do to these men. For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to
somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was
killed, and all who followed him were dispersed argpéared. After him Judas
the Galilean rose up at the time of the census and got people to follow him; he
perished, and all who followed him were scattered. So in the present case, | te
you, keep away from these men and let them alone; betiieg@ah or this
undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able
to overthrow themin that case you may even be found fighting against God!O
They were convinced by him, and when they had called in the apestlead
them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and
them go. As they left the council, they rejoiced that they were considered wort
suffer dishonor for the sake of the name. And every day in the temple and at t
they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.

John 11:4547 - Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and hac
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees
told them what he had done. t8e chief priests and the Pharisees called a meet
of the council, and said, OWhat are we to do? This man is performing many sit

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

We are Christians as well as leaders

You have often learned that all our hope is instland that he is our true glory
and our salvation. You are members of the flock of the Good Shepherd, who
watches over Israel and nourishes his people. Yet there are shepherds who w:
have the title of shepherd without wanting to fulfil a pastai€s tht us then

recall what God says to his shepherds through the prophet. You must listen
attentively; | must listen with fear and trembling.

The word of the Lord came to me and said: Son of man, prophesy against the
theshepherds of Waglst heard this reading a moment ago, my brothers, and |
have decided to speak to you on this passage. The Lord will help me to speak
truth if | do not speak on my own authority. For if | speak on my own authority,
will be ashepherd nourishing myself and not the sheep. However, if my words ¢
the LordOs, then he is nourishing you no matter who speaksays the Lord God
Shepherds of Israel, who have been nourishing only themselves! Sholldapst tt
In other words, true shepherds take care of their sheep, not themselves. This i
principle reason why God condemns those shepherds: they took care of thems
rather than their sheep. Who are they who nourish themselves? They are the
sr;‘ephgrdme Apostle described when he sHiety all seek what is theirs and not \
ChristOs

I must distinguish carefully between two aspects of the role the lord has given
role that demands a rigorous accountability, a role based on the LordGss greatr
rather than on my own merit. The first aspect is that | am a Christian; the secol
that | am a leader. | am a Christian for my own sake, whereas | am a leader fol
sake; the fact that | am a Christian is to my own advantage, but | am a leader f
your advantage.

Many persons come to God as Christians but not as leaders. Perhaps they tra
an easier road and are less hindered since they bear a lighter burden. In additi
the fact that | am a Christian and must give God an account of mgdite|dader
must give him an account of my stewardship as well.

MONDAY 56, 57,[58] ! 64, 65

1 Kings 21:116- Later the following events took place: Naboth the Jezreelite b
a vineyard in Jezreel, beside the palace of King Ahab ofeSafmat Ahab said to
Naboth, OGive me your vineyard, so that | may have it for a vegetable garden,
because it is near my house; | will give you a better vineyard for it; or, if it seen
good to you, | will give you its value in money.O But Naboth AabtdOThe
LORD forbid that I'should give you my ancestral inheritance.O Ahab went hon
resentful and sullen because of what Naboth the Jezreelite had said to him; foi
had said, Ol will not give you my ancestral inheritance.O He lay down on his bi
turned away his face, and would not eat.

His wife Jezebel came to him and said, OWhy are you so depressed that you
eat?O He said to her, OBecause | spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and said to
OGive me your vineyard for money; or elsay fireder, | will give you another
vineyard for itO; but he answered, Ol will not give you my vineyard.O0O His wit
Jezebel said to him, ODo you now govern Israel? Get up, eat some food, and |
cheerful; | will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezr@elite

So she wrote letters in AhabOs name and sealed them with his seal; she sen
letters to the elders and the nobles who lived with Naboth in his city. She wrot



the letters, OProclaim a fast, and seat Naboth at the head of the assembly; se
scoundrels opposite him, and have them bring a charge against him, saying, C
have cursed God and the king.O Then take him out, and stone him to death.O
men of his city, the elders and the nobles who lived in his city, did as Jezebel t
sent wordo them. Just as it was written in the letters that she had sent to them
they proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the head of the assembly. The tv
scoundrels came in and sat opposite him; and the scoundrels brought a chargt
against Naboth, in thegsence of the people saying, ONaboth cursed God and
king.O So they took him outside the city, and stoned him to death. Then they ¢
to Jezebel, saying, ONaboth has been stoned; he is dead.O

As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been sthmealead, Jezebel said t
Ahab, OGo, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he
refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead.O As soon as
heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab set out to go down to thel\woh&laboth the
Jezreelite, to take possession of it.

Job 40:224 - And the LORD said to Job:

OShall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Anyone who argues with Goc
must respond.O

_Then Job answered the LORD:

OSee, | am of small accowitat shall | answer you? | lay my hand on my moult
| have spoken once, and | will not answer; twice, but will proceed no further.(

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:

OGird up your loins like a man; | will question you, andigdare to me.

Will you even put me in the wrong? Will you condemn me that you may be
justified?

Have you an arm like God, and can you thunder with a voice like his?
ODeck yourself with majesty and dignity; clothe yourself with glspjeadadr.
Pour out the overflowings of your anger, and look on all who are proud, and

abase them.

Look on all who are proud, and bring them low; tread down the wicked where
they stand.

Hide them all in the dust together; bind their faces invibréd below.

Then | will also acknowledge to you that your own right hand can give you vi

OLook at Behemoth, which | made just as | made you; it eats grass like at
Its strength is in its loins, and its power in the musciesmlly.
It makes its tail stiff like a cedar; the sinews of its thighs are knit together.
Its bones are tubes of bronze, its limbs like bars of iron.

Olt is the first of the great acts of odnly its Maker can approach it with the
swad.
For the mountains yield food for it where all the wild animals play.
Under the lotus plants it lies, in the covert of the reeds and in the marsh.
The lotus trees cover it for shade; the willows of the wadi surround it.
Even if the riversi turbulent, it is not frightened; it is confident though Jordan
rushes against its mouth.
Can one take it with hooks or pierce its nose with a snare?

1 Cor. 1:119- Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the
of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you amgkace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
given you in Christ Jesus, for in_every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of everyfkifabt as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among Yéuso that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to t
end, so that you may be blameless on the daylafrdwesus Christ. God is
faitrgjful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Chr
that all of you be in agreement and that there bevigiatis among you, but that
you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been report
me by ChloeOs people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sis
What | mean is that each of you says, Ol belong to Pauglomg@ Apollos,0 or
Ol belong to Cephas,O or Ol belong to Christ.O Has Christ been divided? Wa
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? | thank God that
baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no onetlbahysay
were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; be
that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send m
baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so thasthe c
of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, t
us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, Ol will destroy
wisdom of the wise, and thecdisiment of the discerning | will thwart.O

Matt. 4:1-11- Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he
famished.” The tempter came and said to hinyoDlare the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.O But he answered Oltis
OOdne~ does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the m
God.00

Then the devil took him to the holy city and pladeddn the pinnacle of the
temple, saying to him, OIf you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it i
written, OHe will command his angels concerning you,O and OOn their hand
will bear you up, sq that you will not dash your foot agaitesteaOO
Jesus said to him, OAgain it is written, ODo not put the Lord your God to the te

Again, the devil took him to a very hlgh mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, OAIl theseviewill
you, if you will fall down_and worship me.O Jesus said to him, OAway with_yot
Satan! for it is written, OWorship the Lord your God, and serve only him.OO
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

St Augustine's sermon @ Pastors

The shepherds who feed themselves

Let us consider the unflattering words of God which Scripture addresses to
shepherds who feed themselves and not the dteeeponsume their milk and cove
yourselves with their wool; you kill they fsttiéegsybutdo not pasture. You have fai
strengthen what was weak, to heal what was sick, and to bind up what was injt
what went astray, nor seek out what was lost. What was strong you have destr
scattered because there is no shepherd

This is spoken to the shepherds who feed themselves and not the sheep; it spi
their concern and their neglect. What is their conc&m®?consume their milk and
yourselves with thefmdam the Apsile askaho plants a vineyard and does not €
fruit? Who pastures a flock and does not drink fromThesnitk tédhe thatkRe

milk of the flock is whatever temporal support and sustenance GodOs people
those who are @ted over them. It is of this that the Apostle was speaking in the
passage just quoted.

Although he chose to support himself by the labour of his own hands and not t
for milk from the sheep, the Apostle did say that he had the right to receive the
milk, for the Lord had established that they who preach the Gospel should live
the Gospel. Paul also says that others of his fellow apostles made use of this r



right granted them, and not unlawfully usurped. But Paul went further by not
taking whawas rightfully his. He forgave the debt, whereas the others did not
demand what was not due them. Therefore Paul went further. Perhaps his acti
was foreshadowed by the Good Samaritan who, when he brought the sick mar
inn, said:If you spendreamg, | will repay you on my way back

What more can | say concerning those shepherds who do not need the milk of
flock? They are more merciful; or rather, they carry out a more abundant minis
of mercy. They are able to do so, and they do it. &et thceive praise, but do not
condemn the others. The Apostle himself did not seek what was given. Howev
wanted the sheep to be fruitful, not sterile and unable to give milk.

TUESDAY 61,62 ! 68:120(21-23)24-36

1 Kings 21:1729 - Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite,
saying: Go down to meet King Ahab of Israel, who rules in Samaria; he is now
the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone to take possession. You shall say
OThus says the LORD: Have you kitlad,also taken possession?0 You shall sa
him, OThus says the LORD: In the place where dogs licked up the blood of Na
dogs will also lick up your blood.O

Ahab said to Elijah, OHave you found me, O my enemy’)O He answered, Ol |
found you. Beasse you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the sight of the
LORD, | will bring disaster on you; | will consume you, and will cut off from Ah
every male, bond or free, in Israel; and | will make your house like the house ¢
Jeroboam son of Neband like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you
have provoked me to anger and have caused Israel to sin. Also concerning Je
the LORD said, OThe dogs shall eat Jezebel within the bounds of Jezreel.O A
belonging to Ahab who dies in thiy ¢he dogs shall eat; and anyone of his who d
in the open country the birds of the air shall eat.O

(Indeed, there was no one like Ahab, who sold himself to do what was evil in
sight of the LORD, urged on by his wife Jezebel. He acted mostadipini
going after idols, as the Amorites had done, whom the LORD drove out before
Israelites.)

When Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes and put sackcloth over his
flesh; he fasted, lay in the sackcloth, and went about dejecteeltyth&lword of
the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite: OHave you seen how Ahab has humble
himself before me? Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not bring
disaster in his days; but in his sonOs days | will bring the disaster on his house

Job 40:1,41:111- And the LORD said to Job:
%Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook, or press down its tongue wit
cord?
Can you put a rope in its nose, or pierce its jaw with a hook?
Will it make many supplications to you? W&lbeéak soft words to you?
Will it make a covenant with you to be taken as your servant forever?
Will you play with it as with a bird, or will you put it on leash for your girls?
Will traders bargain over it? Will they divide it up among thehargs?
Can you fill its skin with harpoons, or its head with fishing spears?
Lay hands on it; think of the battle; you will not do it again!
Any hope of capturing it will be disappointed; were not even the gods
overwhelmed at the sight of it?
No one is so fierce as to dare to stir it up. Who can stand before it?
Who can confront it and be safé®inder the whole heaven, who?

1 Cor. 1:2031- Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is tl
debater of this age? Has @ad made foolish the wisdom of the world? For sinc
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decid
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Je
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdomwdproclaim Christ crucified, a

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of Goc
For GodOs foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God¢3s veestkonger
than human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by h
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God ch
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; Gogkohibat is weak in the world
to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things
are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. He is the source of your life in Chriss, J@bo became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in or
that, as it is written, OLet the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.O

Matt. 4:12-17- Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdr
to Gdilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in tl
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:

OLand of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, therdsrdan,
Galilee of the Gentilés

the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who s
region and shadow of death light has dawned.O

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ORepent, for the kingdom of heaven
come near.0

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

The example of St Paul

Once upon a time, when Paul was in great poverty and shut up in prison for
proclaiming the truth, the brethren sent him what was necessary to relieve his
poverty and meet his needs. Hetesto thank themt was kind of you to share in
troubles. | have learnt to manage on whatever | have. | know how to live in plel
There is nothing | cannot master with the help of the One who gitesaneetidng
you to share with me in my hardships.

He rejoices, not so much at having his wants relieved as at the generosity of h
friends. Thus he shows them what is truly good about their action; for he does
want there to be shepherds among twamfeed themselves rather than their
sheep.

What, then, was he asking ftiri® not that | wish for your gifts, but that | demand
be fruitfllot, in other words, that | should be filled, but that you should be not
empty but abundant.

If you cannot, like Paul, earn your living by the work of your own hands, then b
means relieve your wants by accepting the milk that your sheep provide; but n
neglect the weaknesses and needs of your flock. Do not seek to do well out of
thatyou appear to be proclaiming the Gospel only because you need the mone
Give the light of the Word to the people who need illumination. For you are like
lamps, as Scripture salyst your loins be girded and yamdidmpséditlights a lamp tc
it under a tub; they put it orstaedanmere it shines for everyone in the house. In 1
Iri]ght must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good works, they may
eaven.

Now then, if a lamp ig for you in your house, you add oil to make sure it doesn
go out. On the other hand, if a lamp full of oil fails to shine then it does not
deserve to be put on the larsand: it may as well be smashed at once. So the
means of living must be offeremlyoas an act of charity and accepted only out of
necessity. The Gospel must not be like something that is bought and sold, the
being the preachers livelihood. If you do sell it like that then you are cheapen
thing of great value. Accept thikefeof your wants from the people, but receive th



reward of your preaching from the Lord; for it is not right for the people to rewa
their pastors for serving them in the gospel of love. Let the pastors look for rewn
from the same source that thegedook to for salvation.

Why are these pastors being rebuked? What is the charge against them? It is 1
they take the milk and clothe themselves with the wool but neglect the sheep fi
which these things come. They care not about ChristOs intatektsr bwn.

WEDNESDAY 72 ! 119:7-36

1 Kings 22:128 - For three years Aram and Israel continued without war. But
the third year King Jehoshaphat of Judah came down to the king of Israel. The
of Israel said to his servants, ODo you know that Rgiteaith belorgjto us, yet we
are doing nothing to take it out of the hand of the king of Aram?0 He said to
Jehoshaphat, OWill you go with me to battle at Raiteztti?O Jehoshaphat replie
to the king of Israel, Ol am as you are; my people are your people, nayehorses
your horses.O

But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, Olnquire first for the word of ti
LORD.O Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four
hundred of them, and said to them, OShall | go to battle ‘against Rydsaothor
shall | refrain?0 They said, OGo up; for the LORD will give it into the hand of tI
king.O But Jehoshaphat said, Ols there no other prophet of the LORD here of
whom we may inquire?O The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, OThere is sti
other by whom we may inquire of the LORD, Micaiah son of Imlah; but | hate h
for he never prophesies anything favorable about me, but only disaster.O
Jehoshaphat said, OLet the king not say such a thing.O Then the king of Israe
summoned an officer and sa@Bring quickly Micaiah son of Imlah.O Now the
king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah were sitting on their thrones, arr:
in their robes, at the threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; anc
the prophets were prophesying betbem. Zedekiah son of Chenaanah made fc
himself horns of iron, and he said, OThus says the LORD: With these you shal
the Arameans until they are destroyed O All'the prophets were prophesying tr
same and saying, OGo up to Ramgidtad and triump; the LORD will give it into
the hand of the king.O

The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, OLook, the w
of the prophets with one accord are favorable to the king; let your word be like
word of one of them, and speak favor@blut Micaiah said, OAs the LORD lives
whatever the LORD says to me, that | will speak.O

When he had come to the krng the king said to him, OMicaiah, shall we go ta
Ramothgilead to battle, or shall we refrain?0 He answered him, OGo up and
triumph; the LORD will give it into the hand of the king.O But the king said to
him, OHow many times must | make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth
the name of the LORD?0O Then Micaiah said, Ol saw all Israel scattered on th
mountains, like sheep tha&ve no shepherd; and the LORD said, OThese have
master; let each one go home in peace.OO The king of Israel said to Jehosha
ODid I not tell you that he would not prophesy anything favorable about me, bt
only disaster?0

Then Micaiah said, OTeéore hear the word of the LORD: | saw the LORD
sitting on his throne, with all the host of heaven standing beside him to the righ
and to the left of him. And the LORD said, OWho will entice Ahab, so that he 1
go up and fall at Rametiilead?O Then esaid one thing, and another said _
another, until a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, Ol wil
entice him.O OHow?0 the LORD asked him. He replied, Ol will go out and be
spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.O Then the LORE ©You are to entice
him, and you shall succeed; go out and do it.O So you see, the LORD has put
sprrrt,m the mouth of all these your prophets; the LORD has decreed disaster f
you.O

Then Zedekiah son of Chenaanah came up to Micaiatedsksippon the cheek,
and said, OWhich way did the spirit of the LORD pass from me to speak to yot
Micaiah replied, OYou will find out on that day when you go in to hide in an inn
chamber.O The king of Israel then ordered, OTake Micaiah, and nmetton hi
Amon the governor of the city and to Joash the kingOs son, and say, OThus s
king: Put this fellow in prison, and feed him on reduced rations of bread and wi
until | come in peace.OO Micaiah said, OIf you return in peace, the LORD has
sgpoken by me.O And he said, OHear, you peoples, all of you!O

Job 42:117- Then Job answered the LORD:

Ol know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwe
OWho is this that hides counsel without knowledge?® Thhkesfenstered what
| did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which | did not know.
OHear, and | will speak 1 will question you, and you declare to me.O

I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you;
thereforel despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.O

After the LORD had spoken these words to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the
Temanite: OMy wrath is kindled against you and against your two friends; for y
have not spoken of me what is right, as nagrgetob has. Now therefore take
seven bulls and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourse
burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you, for | will accept his praye
to deal with you according to your folly; for laue not spoken of me what is
right, as my servant Job has done.O So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the LORD had told thel
and the LORD accepted JobOs prayer.

And the LORD restored the fortunesJob when he had prayed for his friends;
and the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. Then there came to
his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread
him in his house; they showed him sympathy@nébcted him for all the evil that
the LORD had brought upon him; and each of them gave him a piece of mone
a gold ring. The LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning
he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels,anthgake of oxen, and
a thousand donkeys. He also had seven sons and three daughters. He name
first Jemimabh, the second Keziah, and the third Kérappuch. In all the land
there were no women so beautiful as JobOs daughters; and their fatieen gave
inheritance along with their brothers. After this Job lived one hundred and fort
years, and saw his children, and his childrenOs children, four generations. An
died, old and full of days.

1 Cor. 2:313- When | came to you, brothers aisters, | did not come
proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For | decided
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And | came 1
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstratic
the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but
the power of God.

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wistierags t
or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak GodOs w
secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of
rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have ctheified
Lord of glory. But, as it is written, OWhat no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nc
human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who ldve himO
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches
everythingeven the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends wt
truly GodOs except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of tt
world, but the Spirit thais from God, so that we may understand the gifts besto



on us by God. And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wi
but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.

Matt. 4:18-25- As he walked liye Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon,
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net |ntomersbey

were fishermen. And he said to them, OFoliow me, and | will make you fish fol
people.O Immediately they left their netsfalfaved him. As he went from there,
he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediatel
they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness amon
people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all t
sick, those ko were afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epile
and paralytics, and he cured them. And great crowds followed him from Galile
the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors
Ne onshould seek what is his own, but what is Christ's

We have talked about what it means for a shepherd to Odrink the milk of his flc
Now, then, what does it mean when he Oclothes himself in its woolO?

To give milk is to give sustenance; to give woajjigettionour. These are the two
things that pastors demand when they want to feed themselves rather than the
sheep: the fulfilment of their bodily wants and the pleasure that comes from ho
and praise.

Clothing is a good image of honour because opttovers nakedness. Now every
man is weaRand whoever is placed over you is a man just like you. He has a b
he is mortal. He eats, he goes to sleep, he wakes up. He has been born and h
die. If you consider him in himself, he is nothing butanpbut by giving him
honour you give him, as it were, clothing to cover up his human nakedness.

See what kind of clothing Paul received from the good people of ésodelcomed
me as an angel of God. | swear that you would even blweipoer sy és asdgipk
to maBut with all the honour that was given to him, did he spare the feelings of
those who had gone astray, so that he could avoid being contradicted or being
praised less than before? He did not. If he had withheld dorréctm those who
needed it, he would have been one of those pastors who feed themselves and
their sheep. He would have been saying to himself, OWhat has that to do with
Let them do as they like: my food is safe, my honour Bldafee as muahilk

and wool as | want, so let everyone wander wherever he likes.O But then, if ya
think like that, are all your goods really safe if everyone goes wherever he wan
you think like that, | refuse to make you a leader and you will be like evéry one
your own peopldf one part of the body is hurt, all parts are hurt with it.

So when the Apostle Paul is recalling how the Galatians behaved towards him
does it because he does not want to seem forgetful of the honour they gave hil
remembers thahey received him as if he had been an angel of God, that if it he
been possible they would have torn out their own eyes to give to him. But desg
this, he has come to the sick, the rotting sheep to lance its abscesses and cut
rotting flesh. He is driven to s&yit telling the truth that has made me your enem

Paul received the sheepOs milk, as we heard before, and he received their wo
clothe him, but he did not neglect the care of his flock. He did not seek his owr
interests buthose of Jesus Christ.

THURSDAY  [70], 71 ! 74

1 Kings 22:2945- So the king of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah went
to Ramothgilead. The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Ol will disguise myse
and go into battle, but you weaur robes.O So the king of Israel disguised hims:
and went into battle. Now the king of Aram had commanded thettinirty
captains of his chariots, OFight with no one small or great, but only with the kir
Israel.O When the captains of the ctsasiw Jehoshaphat, they said, Olt is surel
the king of Israel.O So they turned to fight against him; and Jehoshaphat cried
When the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, they tu
back from pursuing him. But a certaman drew his bow and unknowingly struck
the king of Israel between the scale armor and the breastplate; so he said to tF
driver of his chariot, OTurn around, and carry me out of the battle, for | am
wounded.O The battle grew hot that day, and the lsmyopaed up in his chariot
facing the Arameans, until at evening he died; the blood from the wound had
flowed into the bottom of the chariot. Then about sunset a shout went through
army, OEvery man to his city, and every man to his country!O

So tke king died, and was brought to Samaria; they buried the king in Samarie
They washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria; the dogs licked up his blood,
the prostitutes washed themselves in it, according to the word of the LORD the
had spoken. Nothe rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory
house that he built, and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the Bo
of the Annals of the Kings of Israel? So Ahab slept with his ancestors; and his
Ahaziah succeedbiin.

Jehoshaphat son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of King
of Israel. Jehoshaphat was thiitg years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned twentfive years in Jerusalem. His mother®Os name was Azubah daugh
Shilhi. He walked in all the way of his father Asa; he did not turn aside from it,
doing what was right in the sight of the LORD; yet the high places were not tak
away, and the people still sacrificed and offered incense on the high places.
Jehoshaphat alsnade peace with the king of Israel.

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his power that he showed, and |
waged war, are they not written in the Book of the Annals of the Kings of Judal

Job 28:128 - OSurely there is a mine for silvemnd a place for gold to be
refined.

Iron is taken out of the earth, and copper is smelted from ore.

Miners put an end to darkness, and search out to the farthest bound the ore
gloom and deep darkness.

They open shafts in a valley aveayg fruman habitation; they are forgotten by
travelers, they sway suspended, remote from people.

As for the earth, out of it comes bread; but underneath it is turned up as by fi
Its stones are the place of sapphires, and its dust contains gold

OThat path no bird of prey knows, and the falconOs eye has not seen it.
The proud wild animals have not trodden it; the lion has not passed over it.

OThey put their hand to the flinty rock, and overturn mountains by the roots
They cut out channels in the rocks, and their eyes see every precious thing.
The sources of the rivers they probe hidden things they bring to light.

OBut where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understandi
Mortals do not kaw the way to it, _ and it is not found in the land of the living.
The deep says, Oltis notin me,® and the sea says, Olt is not with me.O
It cannot be gotten for gold, and silver cannot be weighed out as its price.

It cannot be valued in theld@f Ophir, in precious onyx or sapphire.

Gold and glass cannot equal it, nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gol
No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal; the price of wisdom is above
pearls.



The chrysolite of Ethiopia canrampare with it, nor can it be valued in pure
gold.
OWhere then does wisdom come from? And where is the place of
understanding?
It is hidden from the eyes of all living, and concealed from the birds of the air
Abaddon and Death say, ©@&Ve heard a rumor of it with our ears.O

OGod understands the way to it, and he knows its place.
For he looks to the ends of the earth, and sees everything under the heaven:
When he gave to the wind its weight, and apportioned outéhebyameasure;
when he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the thunderbolt;
then he saw it and declared it; he established it, and searched it out.
And he said to humankind, OTruly, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and
depart fom evil is understanding.OO

1 Cor. 2:143:15- Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of GodOs
Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand ther
because they are spiritually discerned. Those who are Isgisitean all things,
and they are themselves subject to no one elseOs scrutiny.

OFor who has known the mind of the Lord  so as to instruct him?O But we h:
mind of Christ.

And so, brothers and sisters, | could not speak to you as spiriplal ped
rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. | fed you with milk, not solid
food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, fc
you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreligg/am
are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? For w
one says, Ol belong to Paul,O and another, Ol belong to Apollos,O are you no
human?

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you lugieedp
as the Lord assigned to each. | planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the gr
So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only Go
who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have a col
purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. For we &
GodOs servants, working together; you are GodOs field, GodOs building.
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder | laid :
foundation, and someorese is building on it. Each builder must choose with ca
how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that h
been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundai
with gold, silver, preciousames, wood, hay, strBwthe work of each builder will
become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire,
the fire will test what sort of work each has done. If what has been built on the
foundation survives, the Bdeér will receive a reward. If the work is burned up, th
builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire.

Matt. 5:3-10- When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and afte
sat down, his disciples came to.hifinen he began to speak, and taught them,
saying:

OBlessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

OBlessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

OBlessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

OBlessaate those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be fille

OBlessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

OBlessed are the pure in heart for they will see God.

OBlessed are the peacemakers, for they will be calred difi@od.

OBlessed are those who are persecuted for righteousnessO sake, for theirs i
kingdom of heaven.

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

Be a model for the faithful

When the Lord had explained what these bad shepherds seek, he also sayd wt
neglect. The defects of the sheep are widespread. There are a very few health
sheethat is, those that are made strong by feeding on the truth, by GodOs gi
making good use of the pastdbst they are not safe from the bad shepherds.
Thoseshepherds not only do not look after the sick, the weak, the wandering al
the lost, but they do as much harm as they can to the strong and sleek among
flock. Those sheep surviby the mercy of God they suréit the bad
shepherds do what theyndo kill them.

You may ask how they do this. By living badly, by setting a bad example. Ther
reason why the servants of God, eminent among shepherds, wiareetgthing yo
do make yourself an example to them ofamditéng fasdmothe faitidéten even a
strong sheep, seeing its leader living a wicked life, will turn from contemplation
the laws of the Lord to the behaviour of the man and say to itself, Oif my leade
thus, who am | that | should do things diffelg®® In that way the shepherd is
k|II|ng the strong sheep: and if the strong, then what of the rest? Even if their
strength did not come from his c&even if they were strong and healthy before
saw thenDstill he is killing him by his evil life.

| say this to your loving kindness, | say it again: even if the sheep are living strc
the word of the Lord, even if they follow what their Lord has told therwhat they
say; but what they do, do not dehamirselixes wickedly in the sidtihe people is

a murderer in so far as he is able. Let him not flatter himself that his victim is n
dead. The victim is not dead but the man is still a murderer. When a man lusts
a woman then even if she remains chaste he is still an adultereord®s
judgement is clear and trdéa man looks at a woman lustfully, he has already c:
with her in his téattas not come to her in his bedroom but in the interior
bedroom of his heart he is already in the throes of passiorewith h

And so it is that anyone who lives wickedly in the sight of those over whom he
authority is killing them, even the strong ones, as far as he is able. Whoever in
him dies and whoever does not imitate him lives, but as far as he himself is
conerned he is killing them all. As the Lord s&ys are killing the fattest sheep b
not feed my flock.

FRIDAY 69:1-23(24-30)31-38 ! 73

2 Kings 1:217- Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice in his upper chamber in
Samaria, and lay injured; so he sent messengers, telling them, OGo, inquire of
Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, whether | shall recover from this injury.O But the
angel of the LORD said to Eluah the Tishhite, OGet up, go to meet the messen
of the king of Samaria, and say to them, Ols it because there is no God in Isra
you are going to inquire of Basbub, the god of Ekron?O Now therefore thus s
theLORD, OYou shall not leave the bed to which you have gone, but you shall
die.OO So Elijah went.

The messengers returned to the king, who said to them, OWhy have you retu
They answered him, OThere came a man to meet us, who said tback 0@
king who sent you, and say to him: Thus says the LORD: Is it because there is
God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of-Bablb, the god of Ekron?
Therefore you shall not leave the bed to which you have gone, but shall s@rely
He said to them, OWhat sort of man was he who came to meet you and told y¢
things?0 _ They answered him, OA hairy man, with a leather belt around his we
He said, Olt is Elijah the Tishbite.O

Then the king sent to him a captain of fiftyais fifty men. He went up to
Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, OO man of God, the
king says, OCome down.OO But Elijah answered the captain of fifty, OIf | am
God, let fire come down from heaven and consume yowantifty.O Then fire
came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.



Again the king sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty. He went up an
said to him, OO man of God, this is the kingOs order: Come down quickly!O E
Elijah answekthem, OIf | am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven a
consume you and your fifty.O Then the fire of God came down from heaven ar
consumed him and his fifty.

Again the king sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. So the thirdncapta
fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and entreated him,
man of God, please let my life, and the life of these fifty servants of yours, be
precious in your sight. Look, fire came down from heaven and consumed the 1
former captains of fifty men with their fifties; but now let my life be precious in
your sight.O Then the angel of the LORD said to Elijah, OGo down with him; ¢
not be afraid of him.O So he set out and went down with him to the king, and ¢
to him, OThus ga the LORD: Because you have sent messengers to inquire of
zebub, the god of Ekrad¥is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his
wordNtherefore you shall not leave the bed to which you have gone, but you <
surely die.O

So he diecccording to the word of the LORD that Elijah had spoken. His
brother, Jehoram succeeded him as king in the second year of King Jehoram ¢
Jehoshaphat of Judah, because Ahaziah had no son.

Esther 1:119- This happened in the days of Ahasuerussahee Ahasuerus who
ruled over one hundred twen$gven provinces from India to Ethiopia. In those
days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, in th
third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all his officials ancensinigte

army of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces were
present, while he displayed the great wealth of his kingdom and the splendor :
pomp of his majesty for many days, one hundred eighty days in all.

When these days weompleted, the king gave for all the people present in the
citadel of Susa, both great and small, a banquet lasting for seven days, in the «
of the garden of the kingOs palace. There were white cotton curtains and blue
hangings tied with cords ofd linen and purple to silver rings and marble pillars.
There were couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, mai
mother of-pearl, and colored stones. Drinks were served in golden goblets, go
of different kinds, and the royalwe was lavished according to the bounty of the
king. Drinking was by flagons, without restraint; for the king had given orders t
all the officials of his palace to do as each one desired. Furthermore, Queen \
gave a banquet for the women in thaqeabf King Ahasuerus.

On the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he commanded
Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seve
eunuchs who attended him, to bring Queen Vashti before the king, wearing th
royal cravn, in order to show the peoples and the officials her beauty; for she w
fair to behold. But Queen Vashti refused to come at the kingOs command con
by the eunuchs. At this the king was enraged, and his anger burned within him

Then the king comdted the sages who knew the laws (for this was the kingOs
procedure toward all who were versed in law and custom, and those nextto h
were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan.
seven officials of Persia and Media, vdtbarcess to the king, and sat first in the
kingdom): OAccording to the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti becaust
has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus conveyed by the eunuchs
Then Memucan said in the presence of the king andfitialef ONot only has
Queen Vashti done wrong to the king, but also to all the officials and all the pe:
who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen wil
made known to all women, causing them to look with contentiptiofusbands,
since they will say, OKing Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought
him, and she did not come.O This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Me:
have heard of the queenOs behavior will rebel against the kingQaruffibiade
will be no end of contempt and wrath! If it pleases the king, let a royal order gc
from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes <

it may not be altered, that Vashti is never again to come beforehdmgeAis; and
let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she.

1 Cor. 3:1623- Do you not know that you are GodOs temple and that GodOs
dwells in you? If anyone destroys GodOs temple, God will destroy that person
GodOs temple is holy, and you are that temple.

Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you sho
become fools so that you may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God. For it is written, OHe @the wise in their craftiness,O
and again, OThe Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.O
So let no one boast about human leaders. For all thlngs are yours, whether Pe
Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or thes@nt or the futuffall
belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.

Matt. 5:1216- OBlessed are you when people revile you and persecute you a
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, f
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the proph
who were before you.

OYou are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltines
;estored? It is no longer good for anything, but is throwtnand trampled under
oot.

OYou are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one aft
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gi\
light to all in the house. In the same way, let yghir $hine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

Prepare your soul for temptation

You have already been told about the wicked things shepherds desire. Let us |
consder what they negledtou have failed to strengthen what was weak, to heal
to bind up what was(thatri what was brokeiYjou did not call back the straying <
seek out the lost. What was strong yoYémyeuwlbatreyed.it down and killed it.
The sheep is weak, that is to say, its heart is weak, and so, incautious and
unprepared, it may give in to temptations.

The negligent shepherd fails to say to the beliéyeson, come to the service of G
fastn fear and in righteousness, and prepare yoursshéfitarimptetidoes say thi:
strengthens the one who is weak and makes him strong. Such a believer will tt
not hope for the prosperity of this world. For if he has been taught todrope f
worldly gain, he will be corrupted by prosperity. When adversity comes, he will
wounded or perhaps destroyed.

The builder who builds in such manner is not building the believer on a rock bt
upon sandBut the rock was Christians must imitat€hristOs sufferings, not set
their hearts on pleasures. He who is weak will be strengthened when told: OYe
expect the temptations of this world, but the Lord will deliver you from them all
your heart has not abandoned him. For it was to strengtbheheart that he came
to suffer and die, came to be spit upon and crowned with thorns, came to be
accused of shameful things, yes, came to be fastened to the wood of the cross
these things he did for you, and you did nothing. He did them not forIhiimse

for you.O

But what sort of shepherds are they who for fear of giving offence not only fail
prepare the sheep for the temptations that threaten, but even promise them wc
happiness? God himself made no such promise to this world. On thergoGind
foretold hardship upon hardship in this world until the end of time. And you wai
the Christian to be exempt from these troubles? Precisely because he is a Chr
he is destined to suffer more in this world.



For the Apostle saysii who deda live a holy life in Christ will suff@ytemsecution.
shepherd, seek what is yours and not what is ChristOs, you disregard what the
Apostle say#ll who want to live a holy life in Christ will sMffargasrsestetioh OIf
you livea holy life in Christ, all good things will be yours in abundance. If you dc
not have children, you will embrace and nourish all men, and none of them she
die.O Is this the way you build up the believer? Take note of what you are doin
where you anglacing him. You have built him on sand. The rains will come, the
river will overflow and rush in, the winds will blow, and the elements will dash
against that house of yours. It will fall, and its ruin will be great.

Lift him up from the sand and put hiam the rock. Let him be in Christ, if you
wish him to be a Christian. Let him turn his thoughts to sufferings, however
unworthy they may be in comparison to ChristOs. Let him centre his attention ¢
Christ, who was without sin, and yet made restitutiowFat he had not done. Let
him consider Scripture, which says to Hite:chastises every son whom héetcknc
him prepare to be chastised, or else not seek to be acknowledged as a son.

SATURDAY 75,76 ! 23, 27

2 Kings 2:1:18- Nowwhen the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Ellshc
OStay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.O But Elisha said, OA:
LORD lives, and as you yoursiet) | will not leave you.O So they went down to
Bethel. \The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and
to him, ODo you know that today the LORD will take your master away from yc¢
And he said, OYes, | know; keep silent.O

Elijah said to him, OEllsha stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.O
he said, OAs the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.O Si
came to Jericho, The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to
and saido him, ODo you know that today the LORD will take your master away
from you?0 And he answered, OYes, | know; be silent.O

Then Elijah said to him, OStay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan
he said, OAs the LORD Iives, and as you ydiveselfwill not leave you.O So the
two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and sto
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Eli
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the wterwater was parted to the
one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijjah said to Elisha, OTell me what | may do for you
before | am taken from you.O Elisha said, OPlease let me inherit dhdceible
your spirit. O He responded, OYou have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.O As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the
of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching
crying out, OFather, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!O But whel
could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two piec

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and
stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of E|I]ah that had fallen fr
him, and struck the water, saying, OWhere is the LORD, the God of Elijah?0 v
he had struck theater, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, ar
Elisha went over.

When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at a distance, tt
declared, OThe spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.O They came to meet him and b
to the gromd before him. They said to him, OSee now, we have fifty strong me
among your servants; please let them go and seek your master; it may be that
spirit of the LORD has caught him up and thrown him down on some mountain
into some valley.O He respeddONo, do not send them.O But when they urged
him until he was ashamed, he said, OSend them.O So they sent fifty men who

searched for three days but did not find him. When they came back to him (he
remained at Jericho), he said to them, ODid $apto you, Do not go?0

Esther 2:523- Now there was a Jew in the citadel of Susa whose name was
Mordecai son of Jair son of Shimei son of Kish, a Benjaminite. Kish had been
carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with Kifigafecol
Judah, whom King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had carried away. Mordecai t
brought up Hadassah, that is Esther, his cousin, for she had neither father nor
mother; the girl was fair and beautiful, and when her father and her mother die
Mordecai adogtd her as his own daughter. So when the kingOs order and his
were proclaimed, and when many young women were gathered in the citadel ¢
in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the kingOs palace and put in ci
of Hegai, who had chargf the women. The girl pleased him and won his favor,
and he quickly provided her with her cosmetic treatments and her portion of for
and with seven chosen maids from the kingOs palace, and advanced her and |
maids to the best place in the harersthé& did not reveal her people or kindred,
for Mordecai had charged her not to tell. Every day Mordecai would walk arou
front of the court of the harem, to learn how Esther was and how she fared.

The turn came for each girl to go in to King Aleass, after being twelve months
under the regulations for the women, since this was the regular period of their
cosmetic treatment, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with perfumes
cosmetics for women. When the girl went in to the king stgivea whatever she
asked for to take with her from the harem to the kingOs palace. In the evening
went in; then in the morning she came back to the second harem in custody of
Shaashgaz the kmgOs eunuch, who was in charge of the concubinest gjte did
in to the king again, unless the kmg delighted in her and she was summoned b
name.

When the turn came for Esther daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, wht
had adopted her as his own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothir
except what Hegai the kingOs eunuch, who had charge of the women, advised
Esther was admired by all who saw her. When Esther was taken to King Ahas
in his royal palace in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the sew
year of his ngn, the king loved Esther more than all the other women; of all the
virgins she won his favor and devotion, so that he set the royal crown on her h
and made her queen instead of Vashti. Then the king gave a great banquet to
officials and mirsterdNOEstherOs banquet.O He also granted a holiday to the
provinces, and gave gifts with royal liberality

When the virgins were being gathered together, Mordecai was sitting at the ki
gate. Now Esther had not revealed her kindred or her pesplerdecai had
charged her; for Esther obeyed Mordecai just as when she was brought up by
In those days, while Mordecai was sitting at the kingOs gate, Bigthan and Tere
of the kingOs eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, became angry aed tonspir
assassinate King Ahasuerus. But the matter came to the knowledge of Morde
and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of Mordec
When the affair was investigated and found to be so, both the men were hange
the gdbws. It was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the kin

1 Cor. 4:27- Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of Gc
mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.
with me it is a very small thing that | should be judged by you or by any human
court. | do not even judge myself. | am not aware of anything against myself, t
am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not
pronounce judgment befe the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to
light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the he
Then each one will receive commendation from God.

| have applied all this to Apollos and myself for your belnrefihers and sisters,
so that you may learn through us the meaning of the saying, ONothing beyond
is written,O so that none of you will be puffed up in favor of one against anothe



For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that pot rdiceive?
And if you received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift?

Matt. 5:1720 - ODo not think that | have come to abolish the law or the proph
| have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and ea
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until
accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these command
and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of teave
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of he
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharit
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

Offethie bandage of consolation

Scripture say$3od chastises every son whom hBsdkmobdddsiepherd says:
OPerhaps I will be exempt.O If he is exempt from the suffering of his chastisen
then he is not numbered among GodOs sons. You wilDsms God indeed
punish every son?0 Yes, every one, just as he chastised his only Son. His onl
born of the substance of the Father, equal to the Rattter form of GedwWord
through whom all things were made, he could not be chastised skea#iun he
was clothed with flesh so that he might know chastisement. God punishes his
Son who is without sin; does he then leave unpunished an adopted son who is
sin? The Apostle says that we have been called to adoption. We have bees ac
sons, that we might be-beirs with the only Son, and also that we might be his
inheritance:Ask of me and | will give you the nations a€kadst gavweritesnbe
example by his own sufferings.

But clearly one who is weak must neither e\detwith false hope nor broken by
fear. Otherwise he may fail when temptations come. Say t®rbmare your soul foi
temptatidPerhaps he is starting to falter, to tremble with fear, perhaps he is
unwilling to approach. You have another passagemti8efor him: God is faithful.
He does not allow you to be tempted beydiatteythatgprengite while preaching
about the sufferings to come, and you will strengthen the man who is weak. W
someone is held back because of excessivedeasepnim GodOs mercy. It is not
that temptations will be lacking, but that God will not permit anyone to be temp
beyond what he can bear. In this manner you will be binding up the broken one¢

When they hear of the trials that are coming, some mehemsdlves more and,
so to speak, are eager to drain the cup. The ordinary medicine of the faithful s¢
to them but a small thing; for their part they seek the glorious death of the mart
Others hear of the temptations to come, and when they do agiagjve they
must, they become broken and lame. Yet it is right that such things befall the
Christian, and no one esteems them except the one who desires to be a true
Christian.

Offer the bandage of consolation, bind up what has been broken. S&yatist O
be afraid. God in whom you have believed does not abandon you in temptatior
God is faithful. He does not allow you to be tempted beyond your strength. It is
I who say this, but the Apostle, and he says fu&hegou willing to acéaptihésttial
of Christ who speak®Jheng®u hear this you are hearing it from Christ himself,
you are hearing it from the shepherd who gives pasture to Israel. For of him it\
said:You will give us tears to drinkThenkpestie sayldedoes not allow you to be t
beyond your stréhgtlis also what the prophet intends by adding the wiords:
measuigod rebukes but also encourages, he brings fear and he brings console
he strikes and he heals. Do not reject him.O

PROPER20  week of the Sunday closest to September 21

SUNDAY 93, 96 ! 34

2 Kings 4:8-37- One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealt
woman lived, who urged him to have a meal. So whenever he passed that way
would stop thes for a meal. She said to her husband, OLook, | am sure that thi
man who regularly passes our way is a holy man of God. Let us make a small
chamber with walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, s
he can stay there evtever he comes to us.O

One day when he came there, he went up to the chamber and lay down there
said to his servant Gehazi, OCall the Shunammite woman.O When he had call
she stood before him. He said to him, OSay to her, Since youdraad this
trouble for us, what may be done for you? Would you have a word spoken on )
behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?0O She answered, Ol live a
my own people.O He said, OWhat then may be done for her?0 Geha2| answe
OWell, & has no son, and her husband is 0id.O He said, OCall her.O When h
called her, she stood at the door. He said, OAt this season, in due time, you s
embrace a son.O She replied, ONo, my Iord O man of God do not deceive ya
servant.0

The woran conceived and bore a son at that season, in due time, as Elisha hi
declared to her.

When the child was older, he went out one day to his father among the reape
He complained to his father, OOh, my head, my head!O The father said to his
servantQCarry him to his mother.O He carried him and brought him to his
mother; the child sat on her lap until noon, and he died. She went up and laid
on the bed of the man of God, closed the door on him, and left. Then she calle
her husband, and sai®Send me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, s
that | may qmckly go to the man of God and come back again.O He said, OWI
him today? It is neither new moon nor sabbath.O She said, Olt will be all right.t
Then she saddled the donkey aid ® her servant, OUrge the animal on; do not
hold back for me unless | tell you.O So she set out, and came to the man of G
Mount Carmel. When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his
servant, OLook, there is the Shunammite womanatronce to meet her, and say
to her, Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is the child all r|ght’7O She
answered, Olt is all right.0 "When she came to the man of God at the mountail
caught hold of his feet. Gehazi approached to push heBavtye man of God
said, OLet her alone, for she is in bitter distress; the LORD has hidden it from |
and has not told me. O Then she said, ODid | ask my lord for a son? Did | not :
Do not mislead me?0 He said to Geha2| OGird up your loins,eanty tstaff in
your hand, and go. If you meet anyone, give no greeting, and if anyone greets
do not answer; and lay my staff on the face of the child.O Then the mother of
child said, OAs the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will notitleasre w
you.O So he rose up and followed her. Gehazi went on ahead and laid the sta
the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. He came back to r
him and told him, OThe child has not awakened.O

When Elisha came into the housesaw the child lying dead on his bed. So he
went in and closed the door on the two of them, and prayed to the LORD. The
got up on the bed and lay upon the child, putting his mouth upon his mouth, hit
eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his;hamdiwhile he lay bent over him,
the flesh of the child became warm. He got down, walked once to and fro in th
room, then got up again and bent over him; the child sneezed seven times, an
child opened his eyes. Elisha summoned Gehazi and sdidh©Shunammite
woman.O So he called her. When she came to him, he said, OTake your son.(
came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground; then she took her son and left.



Esther 3:N4:3 - After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman son
Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat above all the
who were with him. And all the kingOs servants who were at the kingOs ga
down and did obeisance to Haman; for the king had so commanded conce
him. But Mordecai a@i not bow down or do obeisance. Then the kingOs sen
who were at the kingOs gate said to Mordecai, OWhy do you disobey tF
command?O When they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen tc
they told Haman, in order to see whetherdécaiOs words would avail; for he h.
told them that he was a Jew. When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow i
do obeisance to him, Haman was infuriated. But he thought it beneath him t
hands on Mordecai alone. So, having been told who MdPdegqaiople were,
Haman plotted to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughou
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.

In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of Kir
Ahasuerus, they cast Rwhich means Othe Iit@foreHaman for the day and for
the month, and the lot fell on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is
month of Adar. Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, OThere is a certain pi
scattered and separated among the peoples in all the provinagskafigdom;
their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not kee
kingOs laws, so that it is not appropriate for the king to tolerate them. If it pl
the king, let a decree be issued for their destruction, and | wilepagdusand
talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the kingOs busil
that they may put it into the kingOs treasuries.O So the king took his signet rin
his hand and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, thefethemy
Jews. The king said to Haman, OThe money is given to you, and the people
to do with them as it seems good to you.O

Then the kingOs secretaries were summoned on the thirteenth day of th
month, and an edict, according to all thatrtém commanded, was written to the
kingOs satraps and to the governors over all the provinces and to the official
the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people in its
language; it was written in the name of King Ahasueruseated with the kingO:
ring. Letters were sent by couriers to all the kingOs provinces, giving ord
destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and childrei
one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is thehnodrAdar, and
to plunder their goods. A copy of the document was to be issued as a decree i
province by proclamation, calling on all the peoples to be ready for that day.
couriers went quickly by order of the king, and the decree was istwediiadel
of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city of Susa was tt
into confusion.

When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes ar
on sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city, wailing loitth and bitter
cry; he went up to the entrance of the klngOs gate, for no one might enter the
gate clothed with sackcloth. In every province, wherever the kingOs comma
his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with festir
weeping and lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.

Acts 9:1631- Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lo
said to him in a vision, OAnanias.O He answered, OHere | am, Lord.O The Lc
to him, OGet up and gmthe street called Straight, and at the house of Judas lot
for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has se
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he mig
regain his sight.O But Ananiasveered, OLord, | have heard from many about tr
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has
authonty from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name. O But the Lol
said to him, OGo, for he is an instrument whdm@ve chosen to bring my name

before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; | myself will show h
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.O So Ananias went and en
the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, OBrotheh8audrd Jesus, who

appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your s
be filled with the Holy Spirit.O And immediately something like scales fell from
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptzster taking
some food, he regained his strengfor several days he was with the disciples ir
Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, <
OHe is the Son of God.O All who heard him were amazed and saithi©teeot
man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? Anc
he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief
pnests”O Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews
lived in Damascus pyoving that Jesus was the Messiah.

After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot becarr
known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night so that they might
him; but his disciples took him by night and let Hmwn through an opening in
the wall, lowering him in a basket.

When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples; and they
all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas 1
him, brought him tohe apostles, and described for them how on the road he he
seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken |
in the name of Jesus. So he went in and out among them in Jerusalem, speak
boldly in the name of the Lord. He &eoand argued with the Hellenists; but they
were attempting to kill him. When the believers learned of it, they brought him
down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace an
built up. Living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it
increased in numbers.

Luke 3:7#18- John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, O
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Btsar fru
worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, OWe have Abraham
ancestorO,; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefort
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fi[e.O

‘And the crowds asked him, OWhat then should we do?0O In reply he said to t
OWhoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoevei
food must do likewise.O Even tabectrs came to be baptized, and they asked
him, OTeacher, what should we do?0O He said to them, OCollect no more thar
amount prescribed for you.O Soldiers also asked him, OAnd we, what should
do?0O He said to them, ODo not extort money from ahydheeats or false
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.O

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their he
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of ther
saying, Ol baptizeuywith water; but one who is more powerful than | is coming;
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Hc
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor an
to gather the wheat intgs granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.O

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

On weak Christians

You have failed to strengthesayisetheebkird. His speaking to wicked shepherds,
false shepherds, shepherds who seek their own concerns and not those of Chi
They enjoy the bounty of milk and wool, but they take no care at all of the shee
and they make no effort to heal those who are ill. | thetke is a difference
between one who is weak (that is, not strong) and one who is ill, although we ¢
say that the weak are also suffering from illness.



My brothers, when | try to make that distinction, perhaps | could do it better an
with greater prasion, or perhaps someone with more experience and insight cc
do so. But when it comes to the words of Scripture, | say what | think so that in
meantime you will not be deprived of all profit. In the case of the weak sheep, i
to be feared thahe temptation, when it comes, may break him. The sick person
however, is already ill by reason of some illicit desire or other, and this is keepi
him from entering GodOs path and submitting to ChristOs yoke.

There are men who want to live a good tifeheave already decided to do so, but
are not capable of bearing sufferings even though they are ready to do good. I
is a part of the ChristianOs strength not only to do good works but also to endt
evil. Weak men are those who appear to be zeattmisg good works but are
unwilling or unable to endure the sufferings that threaten. Lovers of the world,
however, who are kept from good works by some evil desire, lie sick and listles
it is this sickness that deprives them of any strength topisbogood works.

The paralytic was like that. When his bearers could not bring him in to the Lorc
they opened the roof and lowered him down to the feet of Christ. Perhaps you
to do this in spirit: to open the roof and to lower a paralytic soul tiotiie Lord.

All its limbs are lifeless, it is empty of every good work, burdened with its sins,
weak from the iliness brought on by its evil desires. Since all its limbs are helpl
and the paralysis is interior, you cannot come to the physicigpeBaps the
physician is himself concealed within; for the true understanding of Scripture is
hidden. Reveal therefore what is hidden, and thus you will open the roof and Ic
the paralytic to the feet of Christ.

As for those who fail to do this andsk who are negligent, you have heard what
was said to therou have failed to heal the sick; you have failed to hif@f thisvhe
we have already spoken. Man was broken by terrible temptations. But there is
hand a consolation that whiind what was broke@od is faithful. He does not allown
be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation he will also provide t
be able to endure it.

MONDAY 80 ! 77, [79]

2 Kings 5:319- Naama, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a
great man and in high favor with his master, because by him the LORD had gi
victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Nov
the Arameans on one of their raids had takgsuag girl captive from the land of
Israel, and she served NaamanOs wife. She said to her mistress, OIf only my
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.O ¢
Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl fiteerland of Israel had said.
And the king of Aram said, OGo then, and | will send along a letter to the king «
Israel.O He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of ¢
and ten sets of garments. He brought the letteetéitty of Israel, which read,
OWhen this letter reaches you, know that | have sent to you my servant Naam
you may cure him of his leprosy.0 When the king of Israel read the letter, he t
his clothes and said, OAm | God, to give death or #ifethis man sends word to
me to cure a man of his Ieprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a q
with me.O

But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clot
he sent a message to the king, OWhy havenygautoelothes? Let him come to
me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.0 So Naaman came wit
horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of ElishaOs house. Elisha ser
messenger to him, saying, OGo, wagh in the Jordan segemtichyour flesh shall
be restored and you shall be clean.O But Naaman became angry and went av
saying, Ol thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call or
name of the LORD his God, and would wave his hand over the spoteathe cu
leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all tk

waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them, and be clean?0O He turned and wel
away in a rage. But his servants approached and said to him, OFather, if the |
hadcommanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? Hol
much more, when all he said to you was, OWash and be clean0?0 So he we
and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the
of God; his flesh wasstored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.
Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and st
before him and said, ONow | know that there i is no God in all the earth except i
Israel; please accept a present fyoor servant.O But he said, OAs the LORD liv
whom | serve, | will accept nothing!O He urged him to accept, but he refused.
Naaman said, OIf not, please let two +luads of earth be given to your servant;
for your servant will no longer offeutmt offering or sacrifice to any god except
the LORD. But may the LORD pardon your servant on one count: when my m
goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my arm, and | bov
down in the house of Rimmon, when | do bow down in thedhof Rimmon, may
the LORD pardon your servant on this one count.0 He said to him, OGo in pe
But when Naaman had gone from him a short distance,

Esther 4:417- When EstherOs maids and her eunuchs came and told he
queen was deeply dissed; she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he n
take off his sackcloth; but he would not accept them. Then Esther calle
Hathach, one of the klngOs eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend he
ordered him to go to Mordecai to leamatwas happening and why. Hathach we
out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the kingOs gate
Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money
Haman had promised to pay into the kingOs treasurit® fdestruction of the
Jews. Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa f
destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her t
to the king to make supplication to him and entreat him fopéeple.

Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. Then Esther spc
Hathach and gave him a message for Mordecai, saying, OAll the kingOs sen
the people of the kingOs provinces know that if any man or woman goes to t
insidethe inner court without being called, there is but onéldivalike are to be
put to death. Only if the king holds out the golden scepter to someone, may
person live. | myself have not been called to come in to the king for thirty d
When theydld Mordecai what Esther _had said, Mordecai told them to reply
Esther, ODo not think that in the kingOs palace you will escape any more thai
other Jews. For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliveran
rise for the Jesvfrom another quarter, but you and your fatherOs family will per
Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time a:
Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, OGo, gather all the Jews to be found in
and hold a fast onyrbehalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or d¢
I and my maids will also fast as you do. After that | will go to the king, thougt
against the law; and if | perish, | perish.O Mordecai then went away ani
everything as Esther hardlered him.

1 Cor. 4:821- Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich!
Quite apart from us you have become kings! Indeed, | wish that you had becor
kings, so that we might be kings with you! For | think that God has exhibited u
apostles as last of all, as though sentenced to death, because we have becomi
spectacle to the world, to angels and to mortals. We are fools for the sake of (
but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in hc
but wein disrepute. To the present hour we are hungry and thirsty, we are poo
clothed and beaten and homeless, and we grow weary from the work of our o
hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slanderec
speak kindly. We hawecbme like the rubbish of the world, the dregs of all things
to this very day.



| am not writing this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my belowvt
children. For though you might have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do
have many fatihs. Indeed, in Christ Jesus | became your father through the gos
| appeal to you, then, be imitators of me. For this reason | sent you Timothy, w
is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ
Jesus, as | teacleth everywhere in every church. But some of you, thinking the
am not coming to you, have become arrogant. But | will come to you soon, if tl
Lord wills, and | will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but their pow:
For the kingdom of Godepends not on talk but on power. What would you
prefer? Am | to come to you with a stick, or with love in a spirit of gentleness?

Matt. 5:21:26 - QYou have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, O
shall not murder®; and Owhoever mustiatisbe liable to judgment.O But | say ta
you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment;
if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say,
OYou fool,O you will be liable tdéieof fire. So when you are offering your gift
at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against"
leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother
sister, and then come and offeuy gift. Come to terms quickly with your accusel
while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you ovel
the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly
tell you, you will never get out untilyhave paid the last penny.

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors
Insist upon the message, whether it be welcome or not

The straying sheep you have not recalled; the lost sHeepngowdave arodthenght
we go on living between the handobbers and the teeth of raging wolves, and il
light of these present dangers we ask your prayers. The sheep moreover are
insolent. The shepherd seeks out the straying sheep, but because they have
wandered away and are lost they say that they are not\diimg do you want us?
Why do you seek us?0 they ask, as if their straying and being lost were not th
reason for our wanting them and seeking them out. OIf | am straying,0 he say:
am lost, why do you want me?0 You are straying, that is sthiolrecall you.

You have been lost, | wish to find you. OBut I'wish to stray,0 he says: Ol wish
lost.O

So you wish to stray and be lost? How much better that | do not also wish this.
Certainly, | dare say, | am unwelcome. But | listen to the Apoist sayBreach the
word; insist upon it, welcome ani\glectewmerhom? Unwelcome to whom? By
all means welcome to those who desire it; unwelcome to those who do not. Ho
unwelcome, | dare to say: OYou wish to stray, you wish to et latd; tot want
this.® For the one whom | fear does not wish this. And should | wish it, conside
words of reproachthe straying sheep you have not recalled; the lost shgeallyou
| fﬁar you rather than hinRemember, we presteait ourselves before the judgem:
Christ.

I shall recall the straying; | shall seek the lost. Whether they wish it or not, | sh
it. And should the brambles of the forests tear at me when | seek them, | shall
myself through all siita; | shall put down all hedges. So far as the God whom |-
grants me the strength, | shall search everywhere. | shall recall the straying;
seek after those on the verge of being lost. If you do not want me to suffer, ¢
stray, do not becagnlost. It is enough that | lament your straying and loss. Nc
fear that in neglecting you, | shall also kill what is strong. Consider the passac¢
follows:And what was strong you havghdetdroyegjlect the straying and lost, th
strong ore will also take delight in straying and in being lost.

TUESDAY 78:1:39 ! 78:4072

2 Kings 5:1927 - He said to him, OGo in peaceBOt when Naaman had gone
from him a short distance, Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God,,thou
OMy master has let that Aramean Naaman off too lightly by not accepting fronm
what he offered. As the LORD lives, | will run after him and get something out «
him.O So Gehazi went after Naaman. When Naaman saw someone running &
him, he jumped dan from the chariot to meet him and said, Ols everything all
right?0 He replied, OYes, but my master has sent me to say, OTwo members
company of prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim; pl
give them a talent of silver amttchanges of clothing.0O Naaman said, OPleas
accept two talents.O He urged him, and tied up two talents of silver in two bag:
two changes of clothing, and gave them to two of his servants, who carried the
front of Gehazi. When he came tochadel, he took the bags from them, and
stored them inside; he dismissed the men, and they left.

He went in and stood before his master; and Elisha said to him, OWhere hav
been, Gehazi?0O He answered, OYour servant has not gone anywheretd{taall (o]
said to him, ODid | not go with you in spirit when someone left his chariot to m
you? Is this a time to accept money and to accept clothing, olive orchards and
vineyards, sheep and oxen, and male and female slaves? Therefore the lepro
Naamarshall cling to you, and to your descendants forever.O So he left his pre
leprous, as white as snow.

Esther 5:114- On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in 1
inner court of the kingOs palace, opposite the kingOs halhgTivassitting on his
royal throne inside the palace opposite the entrance to the palace. As soon
king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won his favor and he held
her the golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approadhiedched
the top of the scepter. The king said to her, OWhat is it, Queen Esther? What i
request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom. O Then Esthe
Olf it pleases the king, let the king and Haman come today to a bandetvinat
prepared for the king.O Then the king said, OBring Haman quickly, so that w
do as Esther desires.O So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Est
prepared. While they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, OWhat is
petition? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half ¢
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.O Then Esther said, OThis is my petition and req
If | have won the kingOs favor, and if it pleases the king to grant my petitio
fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the banquet that |
prepare for them, and then | will do as the king has said.O

Haman went out that day happy and in good spirits. But when Haman
Mordecai in the kingOs gate, and observedetingither rose nor trembled before
him, he was infuriated with Mordecai; nevertheless Haman restrained himseli
went home. Then he sent and called for his friends and his wife Zeresh, and H
recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the numbdrisofons, all the
promotions with which the king had honored him, and how he had advanced
above the officials and the ministers of the king. Haman added, OEven (
Esther let no one but myself come with the king to the banquet that she preg
Tomorrow also | am invited by her, together with the king. Yet all this does m
good so long as | see the Jew Mordecai sitting at the kingOs gate.O Then
Zeresh and all his friends said to him, OLet a gallows fifty cubits high be mad
in the norning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged on it; then go with the kin
the banquet in good spirits.O This advice pleased Haman, and he had the ¢
made.

1 Cor. 5:18 - Itis actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you,
and ofa kind that is not found even among pagans; for a man is living with his
fatherOs wife. And you are arrogant! Should you not rather have mourned, so
he who has done this would have been removed from among you?



For though absent in body, | am prese spirit; and as if present | have already
pronounced judgment in the name of the Lord Jesus on the man who has dong
a thing. When you are assembled, and my spirit is present with the power of o1
Lord Jesus, you are to hand this man over ta Ratthe destruction of the flesh,
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

Your boasting is not a good thing. Do you not know that a little yeast leavens
whole batch of dough? Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a nasv batc
you really are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.
Therefore, let us celebrate the festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of mali
evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Matt. 5:27-37- OYothave heard that it was said, OYou shall not commit adulte
But | say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already con
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out anc
throw it away; it isditer for you to lose one of your members than for your whole
body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off ¢
throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your wh
body to go into hell.

Olt was also said, OWhoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate o
divorce.O But | say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the gr
of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced
woman commit adultery.

OAgain, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, OYou shal
swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.O But | say tc
Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, thoe bgrth,
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And dc
not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let youl
word be OYes, YesO or ONo, NoO; anything more than this comes fromra.the e

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

The church, like a vine, grows and spreads everywhere

They are straying across the mountains and the high hills, they have been sca
earthwWhat does this meastattered over all t¢hlfaearifivat they attach
themselves to earthly things, the things that glitter on the face of the earth: the:
and desire them. They do not want to die and be hidden away in Gheisall the
face of the eetionly because they love emrthings but because across all the
earth there are sheep astray. They are everywhere, but one thing, pride, is the
mother of them all, just as Christians who are spread over all the world have ol
mother, the Church.

So itis not to be wondered at thatlprgives birth to dissension while love
generates unity. The Church is the mother of all, and everywhere the shepherc
her seeks those who are astray, strengthens those who are weak, cares for the
and puts the broken together again. Many of thematreven known to one
another, but she knows them all because she is merged with them all.

She is like a vine that has grown and sprouted everywhere. Those in love with
earthly things are like sterile shoots pruned away by the growerOs knife becau
their sterility, cut away so that the vine should not have to be cut down. And th
sterile shoots, once they are pruned away, lie on the ground and stay there. Bt
vine grows over all, and it knows those shoots that remain part of it, and it kno
the cut off shoots that lie next to it.

But from where they lie she calls them back, for as St Paul says of the broken
branchesGod has the power to graft the/batteagain speak of sheep straying
away from the flock or branches cut off from ithe, ¥50d is equally able to call
back the lost sheep and to graft back the lost branches: the Lord, the-true vine
dresserThey have been scattered over all the faceofetimisseththemhawalls ther
bacBno-one among the bad shepteNe one missesBiteahis, no man does.

Well then, shepherds, hear the words of the Lord. As | IBegdays tieedtarts Go.
like an oath sworn by God, calling his very life to witAeddive, says the LdrdeGor
shepheds are dead but the sheep are Aafelive, says the LMﬂ\Qoﬂ\epherds

are dead? Those who have sought their own interests rather than ChristOs. Sc
of the shepherds who seek ChristOs interests and not their own? Of course the
be such;_nebpherds, of course they will be found: there is no lack of them and th:
never will be.

WEDNESDAY 119:97120 ! 81, 82

2 Kings 6:323- Now the company of prophets said to Elisha, OAs you see, tt
place where we live under your chargmismall for us. Let us go to the Jordan,

and let us collect logs there, one for each of us, and build a place there for us 1
live.O He answered, ODo so0.0O_Then one of them said, OPlease come with yc
servants.O And he answered, Ol wil.O So heitvéném. When they came to the
Jordan, they cut down trees. But as one was felling a log, his ax head fell into
water; he cried out, OAlas, master! It was borrowed.O Then the man of God s
OWhere did it fall?® When he showed him the placepffeacstick, and threw it

in there, and made the iron float. He said, OPick it up.O So he reached out his
and took it.

Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he took counsel with his
officers. He said, OAt such and such a placéstmayl camp.O But the man of Gou
sent word to the king of Israel, OTake care not to pass this place, because the
Arameans are going down there.O The king of Israel sent word to the place of
the man of God spoke. More than once or twice he warciead glace so that it
was on the alert.

The mind of the king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he callec
officers and said to them, ONow tell me who among us sides with the king of I
Then one of his officers sald ONo one, myking. It is Elisha, the prophet in
Israel, who tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedchambe
He said, OGo and find where he is; | will send and seize him.O He was told, O
in Dothan.O So he sent horses and chariots tegegreat army; they came by
night, and surrounded the city.

When an attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out
army with horses and chariots was all around the city. His servant said, OAlas,
master! What shall we do?0 édied, ODo not be afraid, for there are more with
us than there are with them.O Then Elisha prayed: OO LORD, please open hi
that he may see.O So the LORD opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw;
mountain was full of horses and chariotsrefdil around Elisha. When the
Arameans came down against him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said, OSti
this people, please, with blindness. O So he struck them with blindness as Elist
asked. Elisha said to them, OThis is not the way, andtithis city; follow me,
and | will bring you to the man whom you seek.O And he led them to Samaria.

As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, OO LORD, open the eyes of tt
men so that they may see.O The LORD opened their eyes, and thethegw that
were inside Samaria. When the king of Israel saw them he said to Elisha, OFe
shall | kill them? Shall | kill them?O He answered, ONo! Did you capture with
sword and your bow those whom you want to kill? Set food and water before tt
so ttat they may eat and drink; and let them go to their master.O So he prepar
them a great feast; after they ate and drank, he sent them on their way, and th
went to their master. And the Arameans no longer came raiding into the land o
Israel.

Esthe 6:1-14- On that night the king could not sleep, and he gave orders
bring the book of records, the annals, and they were read to the king. It was °
written how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the ki
eunuchs, who guardebe threshold, and who had conspired to assassinate k
Ahasuerus. Then the king said, OWhat honor or distinction has been bestow



Mordecai for this?O The kingOs servants who attended him said, ONothing h
done for him.O The king said, OWha ihé court?0 Now Haman had just entere
the outer court of the kingOs palace to speak to the king about having Mc
hanged on the gallows that he had prepared for him. So the kingOs servai
him, OHaman is there, standing in the court.O TheskidgOLet him come in.O Sc
Haman came in, and the king said to him, OWhat shall be done for the man
the king wishes o honor?0 Haman said to himself, OWhom would the king v
honor more than me?0 So Haman said to the king, OFor the man whiog th
wishes to honor, let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and a
that the king has ridden, with a royal crown on its head. Let the robes and the
be handed over to one of the kingOs most noble officials; let him robe the
whomthe king wishes to honor, and let him conduct the man on horseback thrc
the open square of the city, proclaiming before him: OThus shall it be done f
man whom the king wishes to honor.OO Then the king said to Haman, OQuick
the robes and thhorse, as you have said, and do so to the Jew Mordecai who
the kingOs gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.O So Haman 1
robes and the horse and robed Mordecai and led him riding through the ¢
square of the city, proclaimin@Thus shall it be done for the man whom the ki
wishes to honor.O

Then Mordecai returned to the king®s gate, but Haman hurried to his he
mourning and with his head covered. When Haman told his wife Zeresh and ¢
friends everything that had fmmed to him, his advisers and his wife Zeresh s
to him, OIf Mordecai, before whom your downfall has begun, is of the Je
people, you will not preva|I against him, but will surely fall before him.O

While they were still talking with h|m the ksngnuchs arrived and hurried
Haman off to the banquet that Esther had prepared.

1 Cor. 5:96:8- | wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immor
person8l not at all meaning the immoral of this world, or the greedy and robbe
or idolaters, since you would then need to go out of the world. But now I am
writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother or s
who is sexually immoral or greedy, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robbe
Do not even e¢avith such a one. For what have | to do with judging those outsic
Is it not those who are inside that you are to judge? God will judge those outsi
ODrive out the wicked person from among you.O

When any of you has a grievance against anotler; dare to take it to court
before the unrighteous, instead of taking it before the saints? Do you not know
the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you
incompetent to try trivial cases? Do you not know thateate judge angél® say
nothing of ordinary matters? If you have ordinary cases, then, do you appoint
judges those who have no standing in the church? | say this to your shame. C
be that there is no one among you wise enough to decide lmetevbetiever and
another, but a believer goes to court against a biskedebefore unbelievers at
that?

In fact, to have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Wt
rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? Butymelwes wrong and
defraudNand believers at that.

Matt. 5:38-48 - OYou have heard that it was said, OAn eye for an eye and a ti
for a tooth.O But | say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes 'y
the right cheek, turn the othelsa; and if anyone wants to sue you and take you
coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also
second mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone
wants to borrow from you.

OYou have del that it was said, OYou shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.O But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persect
so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun ris:
the evil and on the gdpand sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous

For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what |
are you doing than others? Dotreven the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

Do what they say, not what they do

Well then, shepherds, hear the word of the Lord!O What fiss ey shidgidrds t
God: behold, | am above the shepherds and | will call them to account for the ¢
in their hands.

Listen, sheep of God, listen and learn: God will call the bad shepherds to acco
deaths. As he says elsewh&eniofErekicl have appointed you as sentry to the
House of Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn them in my nam
| say to a wicked man, OWicked wretch, you are to die,O and you do not speal
warn the wicked man to renounce his ways,htaemall die for his sin but | will
hold you responsible for his death. If, however, you do warn a wicked man to
renounce his ways and repent, and he does not repent, then he shall die for hi
but you yourself will have saved your life.

You see, beathDo you see how dangerous it is to keep quiet? If you remain sile
You die for your impiety ibigly@nr negligence that kills you. Heswhivehaagaithe
Lord might have found a livingp Sluesivéng shepherd was negligent, not warning
been given authority over, those whose sentry he was, he will die justly and the
But iDthe Lord contthyms say Oyou are to dieO with one | hakie 8weadeed éh
not avoid the sword and it comes and kills him, he will die in his sin but you wil
is why we must not kPepdilent, even if we did keep silent, must listen to the wc
Shepherdaly IScripture.

Since | raised the question, let us see if he takes the sheep from the dead she|
ones. | certainly see him taking the sheep fronathebadestrepsieegdierds, and |
shall take my flock back fromrthand | shall not allow them to feed my flock. In
this way the shepherds will stop feeding themsebreshen | say to them, OFeed
they feed themselves and hehalyrebtesdfpw them to feed my flock.

How does he stop thermfyaftdobié sbeephatever they say, but do not do what
they do.lt is as if he were saying, OTheir words are my words but their actions
avoid what the bad shepherds do, they are not in charge of yowlzetytinegreawtit
my words you are following and it is | who am tending you.

THURSDAY  [83] ! 85, 86

2 Kings 9:316- Then the prophet Elisha called a member of the company of
prophets and said to him, OGird up your loins; take this flask of ail in your hanc
and go to Ramothilead. When you arrive, look there for Jehu son of Jehashap
son of Nimshi; go in and get him to leave his companions, and take him into ar
inner chamber. Then take the flask of oil, pour it on his head, and say, OThus
the LORD: | anoint you king over Israel.O Then open the door and flee; do not
linger.O

So the young man, the young prophet, went to Ragilethd. He arrived while
the commanders of the army were in council, and he announced, Ol have a mi
for you, commander.O OFor which one of us?0 asked Jehu. OFor you, commi
So Jehu got up diwent inside; the young man poured the oil on his head, sayin
to him, OThus says the LORD the God of Israel: | anoint you king over the pea
of the LORD, over Israel. You shall strike down the house of your master Ahal
that | may avenge on Jezé¢helblood of my servants the prophets, and the blood
all the servants of the LORD. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish; | will ¢
off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel. | will make the house of Aha
like the house of Jeroboam soMNebat, and like the house of Baasha son of



Ahijah. The dogs shall eat Jezebel in the territory of Jezreel, and no one shall
her.O Then he opened the door and fled.

When Jehu came back to his masterOs officers, they said to him, Ols everyth
right? Why did that madman come to you?O He answered them, OYou know t
and how they babble.O They said, OLiar! Come on, tell us!O So he said, OTh
what he said to me: OThus says the LORD, | anoint you king over Israel.OO 1
hurriedly tey all took their cloaks and spread them for him on the bare steps; ¢
they blew the trumpet, and proclaimed, OJehu is king.O

Thus Jehu son of Jehoshaphat son of Nimshi conspired against Joram. Jorar
all Israel had been on guard at Rargitkadagainst King Hazael of Aram; but
King Joram had returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that the Arame
had inflicted on him, when he fought against King Hazael of Aram. So Jehu sa
OlIf this is your wish, then let no one slip out of the cgy tnd tell the news in
Jezreel.O Then Jehu mounted his chariot and went to Jezreel, where Joram w
lying ill. King Ahaziah of Judah had come down to visit Joram.

Esther 7:110- So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On
secondlay, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, OWhat i
petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Ev
the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.O Then Queen Esther answered,
have won youdavor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be givSithate
is my petitioand the lives of my peollt@at is my request. For we have bee
sold, | and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we
been sold merelgs slaves, men and women, | Would,have held my peace; b
enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.O Then King Ahasuerus
Queen Esther, OWho is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?C
said, OA foe and enemy, this wit¢kachan!O Then Haman was terrified before tt
king and the queen. The king rose from the feast in wrath and went into the p
garden, but Haman stayed to beg his life from Queen Esther, for he saw th
king had determined to destroy him. When the kitgrned from the palace
garden to the banquet hall, Haman had thrown himself on the couch where E
was reclining; and the king said, OWill he even assault the queen in my prese
my own house?0 As the words left the mouth of the king, thesd ddaeranOs
face. Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, O
the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved tt
stands at HamanOs house, fifty cubits high.O And the king said, OHang him ¢
So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Th
anger of the king abated.

1 Cor. 6:1220 - OAll things are lawful for me,O but not all things are beneficia
OAll things are lawful for me,O but | will not be dominatadyitlying. OFood is
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,O and God will destroy both ¢
and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the
Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by &is pow
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should | therefore t:
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do yc
know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it
said, OThavo shall be one flesh.O But anyone united to the Lord becomes oni
spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside th
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that y:
body is a temple dfie Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that
you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God
your body.

Matt. 6:1-6,16-18- OBeware of practicing your piety before others in order to k
seen by themof then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

OSo whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hyp
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others

| tell you, they have receividir reward. But when you give alms, do not let you
left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done i
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

OAnd whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocritéseydove to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by
Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go in
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father whodsrit;sand your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

OAnd whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfi
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have
received their reward. Bwhen you fast, put oil on your head and wash your fac
so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in se«
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

| shall feed my sheebparsiyoe

| shall gather them together from foreign nations and bring them back to their ¢
on the mountains of Asdke.mountains of Israel, he has set up the authors of th
holy Scriptures. Feed on these and youesd in safety. Whatever you hear from
them will do you good; whatever you hear from elsewhere, spit it out. Listen to
voice of your shepherd lest you lose your way and wander into the mist. Gathe
together on the mountains of holy Scripture. Therewiifind the delight of your
heart: nothing poisonous, nothing strari@ghe richest of pastures. Simply come ir
good health, and feed in good health on the mountains of Israel.

...In the ravines and in every inhabited graomithtreelamaliatns of Scripture

flow the streams of the gospel preaching, véloosel has gone forth into albthe ea
that every inhabited place of the earth has become a rich and fertile pasture fo
sheep.

| shall feed them in good pasturage; thehigraeioutitaentheir grazing ground. Th
restThat is, where they will say, Olt is good here,O where they will say, Olt s ti
is clear, we are not deceived.O They will take their rest in the glory of God as i
own sheltersTrey will sleep and take their rest in the midst of delight.

They will browse in rich pastures on the micentaiasrefdisrapbken of the
mountains of Israel, the good mountains, the mountains to which we lift up our
eyes so that help will cotoeus from them. But remember, our help is from the
Lord, who made heaven and earth. So to prevent us putting our hope in the
mountains, as soon as he had ksl pasture them on the mourtieiasidédsadel
oncel shall feed my ¥lesefit your eyes up to the mountains from which your helj
will come; but wait for him to shghall fe€dr your help ifrom the Lord, who made
heaven and earth.

And finally he sayshall feed them with judgentbat.it is he alone who feeds ther
with judgement. For what man can judge another man? Wherever you look, ya
rash judgements. Someone we have despaired of suddenly turns round and b¢
the best of people. Someone of whom we have had high expectations suddenl
and sinks into wwessness. There is no certainty in our foreboding, there is no
certainty in our love.

Take any man. What is he today? He hardly knows himself. He has some sligt
perhaps, of what he is today, but as for tomoEnoething. So the Lord feeds us
all with judgement, distributing what is appropriate to each of us: this to one
person, that to others, to each what they ought to have, one thing to one and
another to another. For he knows what he is doing. He feeds us with judgemer
whom he redeemed aftee had himself been judged. So he feeds us all with
judgement.



FRIDAY 88 ! 91, 92

2 Kings 9:1737- In Jezreel, the sentinel standing on the tower spied the
company of Jehu arriving, and said, Ol see a company.O Joram said, OTake &
horsenan; send him to meet them, and let him say, Ols it peace?00 So the h
went to meet him; he said, OThus says the king, Ols it peace?OO Jehu respor
OWhat have you to do with peace? Fall in behind me.O The sentinel reported,
saying, OThe messengached them, but he is not coming back.O Then he ser
out a second horseman, who came to them and said, OThus says the king, Ol
peace?00 Jehu answered OWhat have you to do with peace? Fall in behind
Again the sentinel reported, OHe reacherhitbut he is not coming back. It looks
like the driving of Jehu son of Nimshi; for he drives like a maniac.O

Joram said, OGet ready.O And they got his chariot ready. Then King Joram ¢
Israel and King Ahaziah of Judah set out, each in his charieteantb meet
Jehu; they met him at the property of Naboth the Jezreelite. When Joram saw
he sald Ols it peace, Jehu?0 He answered, OWhat peace can there be, so lo
many whoredoms and sorceries of your mother Jezebel continue?0 Then Jor
reined about and fled, saying to Ahaziah, OTreason, Ahaziah!O Jehu drew his
with all his strength, and shot Joram between the shoulders, so that the arrow
pierced his heart; and he sank in his chariot. Jehu said to his aide Bidkar, OLit
out, andthrow him on the plot of ground belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite; for
remember, when you and | rode side by side behind his father Ahab how the L
uttered this oracle against him: OFor the blood of Naboth and for the blood of
children that | sawegterday, says the LORD, | swear | will repay you on this ver
plot of ground.O Now therefore lift him out and throw him on the plot of ground
in accordance with the word of the LORD.O

When King Ahaziah of Judah saw this, he fled in the directiotheh&ggan.
Jehu pursued him, saying, OShoot him also!O And they shot him in the chariot
ascent to Gur, which is by Ibleam. Then he fled to Megiddo, and died there. H
officers carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomhisvith
ancestors in the city of David.

In the eleventh year of Joram son of Ahab, Ahaziah began to reign over Juda

When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; she painted her eyes, and a
her head, and looked out of the window. As Jehueehtiee gate, she said, Ols it
peace, Zimri, murderer of your master?0 He looked up to the window and sai
OWho is on my side? Who?O Two or three eunuchs looked out at him. He sai
OThrow her down.O So they threw her down; some of her blood spattieeed on
wall and on the horses, which trampled on her. Then he went in and ate and
drank; he said, OSee to that cursed woman and bury her; for she is a kingOs
daughter O But when they went to bury her, they found no more of her than th
skull and the feend the palms of her hands. When they came back and told hi
he said, OThis is the word of the LORD, which he spoke by his servant Elijah t
T|shb|te Oln the territory of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; the
corpse of Jezebel shallike Hung on the field in the territory of Jezreel, so that n
one can say, This is Jezebel.OO

Esther 8:18,1517- On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the he
of Haman, the enemy of the Jews; and Mordecai came before the king, for I
had told what he was to her. Then the king took off his signet ring, which he
taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. So Esther set Mordecai over the
of Haman.

Then Esther spoke again to the king; she fell at his feet, weeping and widadir
him to avert the evil design of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had d
against the Jews. The king held out the golden scepter to Esther, and Esthe
and stood before the king. She said, OIf it pleases the king, and if | have w
favor, and if the thing seems right before the king, and | have his approval, |
order be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman son of Hammedatt
Agagite, which he wrote giving orders to destroy the Jews who are in ¢

provinces of theikg. For how can | bear to see the calamity that is coming on
people? Or how can | bear to see the destruction of my kindred?O Then
Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to the Jew Mordecai, OSee, | have give
the house of Haman, and they hiaaeged him on the gallows, because he ploti
to lay hands on the Jews. You may write as you please with regard to the Jew
name of the king, and seal it with the kingOs ring; for an edict written in the nai
the king and sealed with the king@scannot be revoked.O

Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king, wearing royal rob
blue and white, with a great golden crown and a mantle of fine linen and pu
while the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. For the Jews therghtvasdi
gladness, joy and honor. In every province and in every city, wherever the
command and his edict came, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, .
and a holiday. Furthermore, many of the peoples of the country professed
Jewspecause the fear of the Jews had fallen upon them.

1 Cor. 7:19- Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: Olt is well fc
man not to touch a woman.O But because of cases of sexual immorality, eact
should have his own wife and eachamdner own husband. The husband should
give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. Fort
wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; likewis
husband does not have authority over his owy, batithe wife does. Do not
deprive one another except perhaps by agreement for a set time, to devote
yourselves to prayer, and then come together again, so that Satan may not ter
because of your lack of sghtrol. This | say by way of concegsiot of
command. | wish that all were as | myself am. But each has a particular gift frc
God, one having one kind and another a different kind.

To the unmarried and the widows | say that it is well for them to remain
unmarried as | am. But if theye not practicing setfontrol, they should marry.
For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion.

Matt. 6:7-15- OWhen you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the
Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because ofrizueyrwords. Do
not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
OPray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.

Give us thiday our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one.
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will alsgdargive
but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses

St Augustine's sermon On Pastors

All good shepherds are in the one Shepherd

We have seen that Christ feeds you with judgement, and he distinguishes the
that ae his from those that are ndhe sheep that areensiaghear my voice and fol
me.

Here | see all good shepherds wrapped up in the one shepherd. It is not that tt
are no good shepherds but that they are all part of the one. To be many imean:
divided, and so here the Lord speaks of one shepherd because it is unity that |
commending. The Lord does not avoid talking about OshepherdsO in the plure
because he cannot find anyone to take care of his sheep. He did find shepherc
since he fond Peteand by the very choice of Peter he commended unity. The
Apostles were many and to only one of them did freedyny sidaypit never
happen that we truly lack good shepherds! May it never happen to us! May Go
loving kindness never f&il provide them!

Now if there are good sheep then it follows that there are good shepherds, sin



good sheep will naturally make a good shepherd. But all good shepherds are ii
one Shepherd, and in that sense they are not many but one. When tthey feed
sheep it Is Christ who is doing the feeding. In the same way the bridegroomQOs
friends do not speak with their own voices, but when they hear the bridegroom
voice they are filled with joy. Thus it is that Christ is feeding the sheep when th
shepherdare feeding them. He says Ol feedO because it is with his voice that
speaking and with his love that they are loving. For even as he gave his sheep
PeterOs charge, like one man passing responsibility to another, he was really :
to makePeter one with him. He handed over his sheep so that he himself might
the head and Peter, as it were, the Bigt is, the ChurcBso that like a
bridegroom and bride they might be two in one flesh.

Before he handed his sheep over to Peter hesmaglthat he would not be
entrusting them to someone quite sepaiRter, do you love me? And he respont
you. Again: do you love me? And he responded, | love you. And a third time: d
responded, | lovide/anakes certaof love and gives a firm foundation to unity. He
the one shepherd, feeds the sheep in these many shepherds, and they, the m:
feed them in him, the one.

Scripture is silent about shepherds and yet not silent. The shepherds boast, bt
whoever boadignlébast in theTlhisds what it means for Christ to feed the sheep
this is what it means to feed the sheep for Christ, to feed them in Christ and_nc
feed oneself apart from Christ. When he baiill feed my €teést did not mean Ol

haveno-one else to give them to,0 as if the Prophet had foretold a bad time wr
there would be too few shepherds Even when Peter and the Apostles were sti
walking this earth, Christ, in whom alone all are one,|d=tle other sheep that ar
thisléck, and these | have to lead as well so that there will be only one flock, ar

So let them all be in the one shepherd and speak with the one shepherdOs voi
the sheep to hear and follow their sheplkrdt just any shepherd, but tbee.

Let all shepherds speak with one voice in him and not with separaté begzech
you, my brethren: say the same thing, all of you, and let thereMaynihafwisicas ¢
cleansed of all division and purged of all error, bedfve that the sheep hear as
they follow the shepherd who Seys sheep that are mine hear my voice and follc

SATURDAY 87,90 ! 136

2 Kings 11:120 - Now when Athaliah, AhaziahOs mother, saw that her son we
dead, she set about to destroy all the royal family. But Jehosheba King Joran
daughter AhaziahOs sister, took Joash son of Ahaziah, and stole him away frc
amory the kingOs children who were about to be killed; she put him and his nu
a bedroom. Thus she hid him from Athaliah, so that he was not killed; he rems
with her six years, hidden in the house of the LORD, while Athaliah reigned oV
the land.

But in the seventh year Jehoiada summoned the captains of the Carites and «
guards and had them come to him in the house of the LORD. He made a cove
with them and_put them under oath in the house of the LORD; then he showed
them the kingOs sade commanded them, OThis is what you are to ddahde
of you, those who go off duty on the sabbath and guard the kingOs house (anc
third being at the gate Sur and a third at the gate behind the guards), shall gua
palace; and your two divissothat come on duty in force on the sabbath and gue
the house of the LORD shall surround the king, each with weapons in hand; ar
whoever approaches the ranks is to be killed. Be with the king in his comings &
goings.O

The captains did accordingath that the priest Jehoiada commanded; each
brought his men who were to go off duty on the sabbath, with those who were
come on duty on the sabbath, and came to the priest Jehoiada. The priest del
to the captains the spears and shields thdideadKing DavidOs, which were in th
house of the LORD; the guards stood, every man with his weapons in his han
from the south side of the house to the north side of the house, around the alte

and the house, to guard the king on every side. Thaoughbout the kingOs son,
put the crown on him, and gave him the covenant; they proclaimed him king, a
anointed him; they clapped their hands and shouted, OLong live the king!O

When Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, shemwibet in
house of the LORD to the people; when she looked, there was the king standi
the pillar, according to custom, with the captains and the trumpeters beside the
king, and all the people of the jand rejoicing and blowing trumpets. Athaliah tor
her clothes and cried, OTreason! Treason!O Then the priest Jehoiada comma
the captains who were set over the army, OBring her out between the ranks, a
with the sword anyone who follows her.O For the priest said, OLet her not be k
in the housef the LORD.O So they laid hands on her; she went through the
horsesO entrance to the kingOs house, and there she was put to death.

Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and people, that
should be the LORDOS people; also bettveding and the people. Then all the
people of the land went to the house of Baal, and tore it down; his altars and h
images they broke in pieces, and they killed Mattan, the priest of Baal, before 1
altars. The priest posted guards over the hoube €ORD. He took the captains,
the Carites, the guards, and all the people of the land; then they brought the ki
down from the house of the LORD, marching through the gate of the guards to
kingOs house. He took his seat on the throne of the 8m@gdl.the people of the
land rejoiced; and the city was quiet after Athaliah had been killed with the swc
the kingOs house.

Hosea 1:M2:1- The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri, in-
days of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, angeklah of Judah, and in the days c
King Jeroboam son of "Joash of Israel.

When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, OGo
for yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the |
commits great whoredom bydaking the LORD.O So he went and took Gorr
daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

And the LORD said to him, OName him Jezreel; for in a little while | will pur
the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and | will put an ¢ne klngdom of
the house of Israel. On that day | will break the bow of Israel in the valle
Jezreel.O .

She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then the LORD said to him, ONa
Lo-ruhamah, for | will no longer have pity on the house of Isra@rgive them.
But | will have pity on the house of Judah, and | will save them by the LORD
God; | will not save them by bow, or by sword, or by war, or by horses, ¢
horsemen.O

When she had weanediumamah, she conceived and bore a son. Then
LORD said, OName him dammi, for you are not my people and | am not yot
God.O

Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, whit
be neither measured nor numbered; and in the place where it was said to
OYou @ not my people,O it shall be said to them, OChildren of the living G
The people of Judah and the people of Israel shall be gathered together, an
shall appoint for themselves one head; and they shall take possession of the Iz
great shalbe the day of Jezreel.

Say to your brother, Ammi, and to your sister, Ruhamah.

1 Cor. 7:1624 - To the married | give this commdirebt | but the Lordlthat the
wife should not separate from her husband (but if she does separate, let her re
unmaried or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should
divorce his wife, ~
To the rest | s&f and not the Lordlithat if any believer has a wife who is an

unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce hef. And
any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with |
she should not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is made holy througt



wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy through her husband. Otherwise, y
children waild be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving part
separates, let it be so; in such a case the brother or sister is not bound. It is to
that God has called you. Wife, for all you know, you might save your husband.
Husbandfor all you know, you might save your wife.

However that may be, let each of you lead the life that the Lord has assigned
which God called you. This is my rule in all the churches. Was anyone at the t
of his call already circumcised? Let himsesk to remove the marks of
circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not se
circumcision. Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing; but
obeying the commandments of God is everything. Let each of youineimain
condition in which you were called.

Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it. Even if you car
your freedom, make use of your present condition now more than ever. For
whoever was called in the Lord as a slave is a figmddonging to the Lord,
just as whoever was free when called is a slave of Christ. You were bought wi
price; do not become slaves of human masters. In whatever condition you wel
called, brothers and sisters, there remain with God.

Matt. 6:19-24 - ODo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where mo
and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yours
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves
not break in and steakor where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

OThe eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body
full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darknes
If then the light inyou is darkness, how great is the darkness!

ONo one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love
othelr,hor be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God ¢
wealth.

PROPER21 week of the Sursémy dSeptember 28

SUNDAY 66, 67 ! 19, 46

2 Kings 17:118- In the twelfth year of King Ahaz of Judah, Hoshea son of Elal
began to reign in Samaria over Israel; he reigned nine years. He did what was
in the sight of the LORD, yebnlike the kings of Israel who were before him.
King Shalmaneser of Assyria came up against him; Hoshea became his vassa
paid him tribute. But the king of Assyria found treachery in Hoshea; for he had
sent messengers to King So of Egypt, andedffes tribute to the king of Assyria,
as he had done year by year; therefore the king of Assyria confined him and
imprisoned him.

Then the king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to Samaria; for three
he besieged it. In the ninth year ofdHea the king of Assyria captured Samaria;
carried the Israelites away to Assyria. He placed them in Halah, on the Habor,
river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

This occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the LORD thei
God, who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand o
Pharaoh king of Egypt. They had worshiped other gods and walked in the cust
of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel, and in the
customs that the kgs of Israel had introduced. The people of Israel secretly did
things that were not right against the LORD their God. They built for themselve
high places at all their towns, from watchtower to fortified city; they set up for
themselves pillars and stpoles on every high hill and under every green tree;
there they made offerings on all the high places, as the nations did whom the 1
carried away before them. They did wicked things, provoking the LORD to ang
they served idols, of which the LOR&H said to them, OYou shall not do this.O

Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, sayil
OTurn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in
accordance with all the law that | commanded your ancestthatansent to you

by my servants the prophets.O They would not listen but were stubborn, as th
ancestors had been, who did not believe in the LORD their God. They despise
statutes, and his covenant that he made with their ancestors, anditigswzat

he gave them. They went after false idols and became false; they followed the
that were around them, concerning whom the LORD had commanded them thi
they should not do as they did. They rejected all the commandments of the LC
their God and made for themselves cast images of two calves; they made a sa
pole, worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. They made their son
their daughters pass through fire; they used divination and augury; and they sc
themselves to dwvil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger. Therefor
the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight; none
left but the tribe of Judah alone.

Hosea 2:214- _Plead with your mother, pléaébr she is not my wifend | am
not her husbani that she put away her whoring from her face, and her adul
from between her breasts,
or | will strip her naked and expose her as in the day she was born, and ma
like a wilderness, and turn her into a parched land, dindekiwith thirst.
Upon her children also | will have no pity, because they are children of whorec
For their mother has played the whore; she who conceived them has
shamefully. For she said, Ol will go after my lovers; they give me mgpdrend :
water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.O
Therefore | will hedge up her way with thorns; and | will build a wall against
so that she cannot find her paths.
She shall pursue her lovers, but not overtake them; and she shall sebktthe
shall not find them. Then she shall say, Ol will go and return to my first husk
for it was better with me then than now.O
She did not know that it was | who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil
who lavished upon her silver and gold they used for Baal.
Therefore | will take back my grain in its time, and my wine in its season; and
take away my wool and my flax, which were to cover her nakedness.
Now | will uncover her shame in the sight of her lovers, and no one shallhesc
out of my hand.
I will put an end to all her mirth, her festivals, her new moons, her sabbaths,
all her appointed festivals. .
I will lay waste her vines and her fig trees, of which she said, OThese are |
which my lovers have given mewdll make them a forest, and the wild animal
shall devour them.
I will punish her for the festival days of the Baals, when she offered incense tc
and decked herself with her ring and jewelry, and went after her lovers, and f
me, says the LAR

Therefore, | will now allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and sp
tenderly to her.

Acts 9:3643 - Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, w
in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acttyofAhgrat time
she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room
upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter wa
sent two men to him with the request, OPlease come to us without détaye® Sc
got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and ott
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them
outside, and thehe knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said,
OTabitha, get up.O Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up.



her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showe
to be alive. This became knawoughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord
Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

Luke 5:311- Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, ¢
the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the wfo@®bd, he saw two boats there
at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washin¢
nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked hinr
put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat downaangtht the crowds from
the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, OPut out into the
water and let down your nets for a catch.O Simon answered OMaster, we ha
worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say sdeil aolvn the
nets.O When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets wer¢
beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come ¢
help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. Bt
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at JesusO knees, saying, OGo away frc
Lord, for | am a sinful man!O For he and all who were with him were amazed :
catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Z
who vere partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ODo not be afraid; fi
now on you will be catching people.O When they had brought their boats to st
they left everything and followed him.

St Polycarp's letter to the Philippians

You have beerbyayede

Polycarp and the Elders with him, to the Church of God sojourning in Philippi: ¢
mercy and peace to you, from God Almighty and Jesus Christ our Saviour.

When you welcomed those copies of the True Love and took the opportunity o
setting them fovard on their road, | rejoiced with you in Jesus Christ. The chain
that bound them were the badges of saints, the diadems of men truly chosen t
Lord and God. | rejoiced too that your firmly rooted faith, so-Wwetiwn since the
earliest times, stiflourishes and bears fruit for our Lord Jesus Christ. He bore tt
burden of our sins even as far as suffering deattGagidaised him up, releasing k
the pains of the underworld; you did not see him but still you belierezligjoym, ir
Many desire to come into this joy, knowing yleatare saved by grace, nBhby wor
by your actions but by the will of God through Jesus Christ.

So gird up your loins and servar@airioeiegr. Leave aside empty vanities and
vulgar errorpbelieving in him who raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from thendeac
a throne on his right hand, to whom are subject all things in heaven and earth,
whom everything that has breath serves, who is coming as the jueteired #nd
of the dead: God will require vengeance for his blood from any who disobey hil

Now he who raised him from the dead will also raise us up if we do his will and
according to his commandments and love the things which he loved, if we refre
from all unrighteousness, covetousness, love of money, evil speaking, and fals
witness, if welo not render evil with evil, abulskfofathlegy, or curse for curse,
but if we remember what the Lord taught when heBaidot judge, thatagomot be
judged,; forgive and you will be forgiven; be merciful and you will receive mercy
out to other pegple will be measured out to you alsoE Blessed are the poor, ar
righteousnessO saleisftiieh&ingdom of God.

MONDAY 89:1-18 ! 89:1952

2 Kings 17:2441- The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah,
Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria in pl
the people of Israel; theyotopossession of Samaria, and settled in its cities. Wt

they first settled there, they did not worship the LORD; therefore the LORD set
lions among them, which killed some of them. So the king of Assyria was told,
OThe nations that you have carrieayyamd placed in the cities of Samaria do not
know the law of the god of the land; therefore he has sent lions among them:; tl
are killing them, because they do not know the law of the god of the land.O Tt
the king of Assyria commanded, OSend therefdhe priests whom you carried
away from there; let him go and live there, and teach them the law of the god ¢
land.O So one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came
lived in Bethel; he taught them how they should worshipQR®.

But every nation still made gods of its own and put them in the shrines of the
places that the people of Samaria had made, every nation in the cities in whick
lived; the people of Babylon made Suebettoth, the people of Cuth made
Nergal, the people of Hamath made Ashima; the Avvites made Nibhaz and Ta
the Sepharvites burned their children in the fire to Adrammelech and
Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. They also worshiped the LORD and
appointed from among themselves alkssoirpeople as priests of the high places,
who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places. So they worshiped tt
LORD but also served their own gods, after the manner of the nations from arr
whom they had been carried away. To this dagaiiéyue to practice their
former customs.They do not worship the LORD and they do not follow the
statutes or the ordinances or the law or the commandment that the LORD
commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel. The LORD had m
covenantvith them and commanded them, OYou shall not worship other gods «
bow yourselves to them or serve them or sacrifice to them, but you shall worsl
the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt with great power and with
outstretched arm; you shiabw yourselves to him, and to him you shall sacrifice.
The statutes and the ordinances and the law and the commandment that he w
for you, you shall always be careful to observe. You shall not worship other go
you shall not forget the covenaratthhave made with you. You shall not worship
other gods, but you shall worship the LORD your God; he will deliver you out ¢
the hand of all your enemies.O They would not listen, however, but they contii
to practice their former custom.

So theseations worshiped the LORD, but also served their carved images; to
gady their children and their childrenOs children continue to do as their ancesto

i
Hosea 2:1423 - Therefore, | will now allure her, and bring her into the
wilderness, and spk tenderly to her.

From there | will give her her vineyards, and make the Valley of Achor a dc
hope. There she shall respond as in the days of her youth, as at the time wtr
came out of the land of Egypt.

On that day, says the LORD, you eall me, OMy husband,O and no longer v
you call me, OMy Baal.O For I will remove the names of the Baals from her 1
and they shall be mentioned by name no more. | will make for you a coveng
that day with the wild animals, the birds of theaaid the creeping things of the
ground; and | will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land; and |
make you lie down in safety. And | will take you for my wife forever; | will take
for my wife in righteousness and in justice, in stealdfest and in mercy. | will
take you for my wife in faithfulness; and you shall know the LORD.

On that day | will answer, says the LORD, | will answer the heavens and the
answer the earth; and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, ahdatime oi
they shall answer Jezreel; and I will sow him for myself in the land. And | will
pity on Leruhamah, and | will say to ammi, OYou are my peopleO; and he st
say, OYou are my God.O

1 Cor. 7:2531- Now concerning virgins, | have ramamand of the Lord, but |
give my opinion as one who by the LordOs mercy is trustworthy. | think that, ir
of the impending crisis, it is well for you to remain as you are. Are you bound t



wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wifefdoDseek a wife. But if
you marry, you do not sin, and if a virgin marries, she does not sin. Yet those v
marry will experience distress in this life, and | would spare you that. | mean,
brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; franom, let even
those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as
they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoici
and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those whoheeal v
world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world
passing away.

Matt. 6:25-34 - OTherefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you w
eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will veeot life more
than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying a
single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consic
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, ew
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clthe
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, wi
not much more clothe yblyou of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying,
OWhat will we eat?0 or OWhat will we drink?O or OWhat will we wear?O For
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father know:
you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

OSo do not worry about tomamdor tomorrow will bring worries of its own.
TodayOs trouble is enough for today.

St Polycarp's letter to the Philippians
Let us arm ourself with justice

Brethren, | am writing to you about righteousness, not of my own initiative but
because you asked.rham not abl&l no-one like me is abl to follow the

wisdom of the blessed and glorious Paul, who when he was among you in the
presence of the men of that time taught accurately and steadfastly the word of
and also when he was absent wroezddts you. Study those letters and you will b
able to build yourselves up into the faith given you. Béaitle mother of grsiradj,
forward with hope following and with love of God and Christ and neighbour
leading the way. If a man is among thesehk has fulfilled the commandment of
righteousness, for he who has love is far from all sin.

But the beginning of all evils is theTineeforepkagwing thate brought nothing in
the world and we can take nothétgiearof @uedves with the armour of
righteousness, and let us first of all teach ourselves to walk in the commandme
the Lord. Next let us teach our wives to remain in the faith given to them, in lov
and purity, tenderly loving their husbands in all truth, aning all others equally
in all chastity, and to educate their children in the fear of God. Let us teach the
widows to be discreet in the faith of the Lord, praying ceaselessly for all men, t
far from all slander, evil speaking, false witness, lowertdy, and all evil,

knowing that they are the altar of God, and that all offerings are tested, and the
nothing escapes him: not reasoning, not thought, not the secret things of the h

Knowing then thaGod is not maegenight to journey througffiin a way that is
worthy of his precepts and his glory. In the same way, the deacons must be bl
before his righteousness, being the servants of God and Christ and notbf man
not slanderers, not doubl®ngued, not lovers of money, temperate lithihgs,
compassionate, careful, walking according to the truth of the Lord, who was thi
servant of all. If we please him in this present world we shall receive from him 1
world which is to come; for he promised us to raise us from the dead. If we are

worthy citizens of his communitye shall also reign vifitbritymye have faith.

TUESDAY 97, 99, [100] ! 94, [95]

2 Chron. 29:13; 30:1-27- Hezekiah began to reign when he was tfieaty
years old; he reigned twemtine years in Jerusalem. His motherOs name was Al
daughter of Zechariah. He did what was right in the sight of the LORB, ljist a
ancestor David had done.

In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the hou
of the LORD and repaired them.

Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim
Manasseh, that thdyosild come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to kee}
the passover to the LORD the God of Israel. For the king and his officials and
the assembly in Jerusalem had taken counsel to keep the passover in the secc
month (for they could not keep itits proper time because the priests had not
sanctified themselves in sufficient number, nor had the people assembled in
Jerusalem). The plan seemed right to the king and all the assembly. So they
decreed to make a proclamation throughout all Israeh, Beersheba to Dan, that
the people should come and keep the passover to the LORD the God of Israel
Jerusalem; for they had not kept it in great numbers as prescribed. So courier
went throughout all Israel and Judah with letters from the kingsoffibials, as
the king had commanded, saying, OO people of Israel, return to the LORD, the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, so that he may turn again to the remnant o
who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria. Do not be like your
ancestors and your kindred, who were faithless to the LORD God of their
ancestors, so that he made them a desolation, as you see. Do not new be stifi
necked as your ancestors were, but yield yourselves to the LORD and come tc
sanctuary, which he hasddied forever, and serve the LORD your God, so that
his fierce anger may turn away from you. For as you return to the LORD, your
kindred and your children will find compassion with their captors, and return to
this land. For the LORD your God is gra@@nd merciful, and will not turn away
his face from you, if you return to him.O

So the couriers went from city to city through the country of Ephraim and
Manasseh, and as far as Zebulun; but they laughed them to scorn, and mocke
them. Only a few fromMsher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves anc
came to Jerusalem. The hand of God was also on Judah to give them one hei
do what the king and the officials commanded by the word of the LORD.

Many people came together in Jerusalem to kefgstival of unleavened bread
in the second month, a very large assembly. They set to work and removed th
altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for offering incense they took a
and threw into the Wadi Kidron. They slaughtered the pasaoueon the
fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and the Levites were ashame
they sanctified themselves and brought burnt offerings into the house of the LC
They took their accustomed posts according to the law of Moses the man of G
the priests dashed the blood that they received from the hands of the Levites.
there were many in the assembly who had not sanctified themselves; therefore
Levites had to slaughter the passover lamb for everyone who was not clean, tc
it holy to the LORD. For a multitude of the people, many of them from Ephrain
Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet they ate
passover otherwise than as prescribed. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying,
good LORD pardon altho set their hearts to seek God, the LORD the God of
their ancestors, even though not in accordance with the sanctuaryOs rules of
cleanness.O The LORD heard Hezekiah, and healed the people. The people
Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept tivalfe$ unleavened bread seven da
with great gladness; and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by
accompanied by loud instruments for the LORD. Hezekiah spoke encouraginc



all the Levites who showed good skill in the service bOIRD. So the people ate
the food of the festival for seven days, sacrificing offerings-deivgland giving
thanks to the LORD the God of their ancestors.

Then the whole assembly agreed together to keep the festival for another sev
days; so thekept it for another seven days with gladness. For King Hezekiah o
Judah gave the assembly a thousand bulls and seven thousand sheep for offe
and the officials gave the assembly a thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep.
priests sanctified themges in great numbers. The whole assembly of Judah, th
priests and the Levites, and the whole assembly that came out of Israel, and tr
resident aliens who came out of the land of Israel, and the resident aliens who
in Judah, rejoiced. There wased joy in Jerusalem, for since the time of Solomc
son of King David of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. Ther
priests and the Levites stood up and blessed the people, and their voice was h
their prayer came to his holy dwnel in heaven.

Hosea 4:110- Hear the word of the LORD, O people of Israel; for the LORD h
an indictment against the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness
loyalty, and no knowledge of God in the land.
Swearing, lying, and murder, arslealing and adultery break out; bloodshe
follows bloodshed.
Therefore the land mourns, and all who live in it languish; together with the \
animals and the birds of the air, even the fish of the sea are perishing.

Yet let no one contend, aneft none accuse, for with you is my contention,
priest.
You shall stumble by day; the prophet also shall stumble with you by night,
will destroy your mother.
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have n
knowledge, teject you from being a priest to me. And since you have forgotter
law of your God, | also will forget your children.

The more they increased, the more they sinned against me; they change!
glory into shame.
They feed on the sin of myopée; they are greedy for their iniquity.
And it shall be like people, like priest; | will punish them for their ways, and re
them for their deeds.
They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but not mul
because they hdvesaken the LORD to devote themselvesitwedom.

1 Cor. 7:3240 - | want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is
anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord; but the married |
is anxious about the affairs of the wohlow to please his wife, and his interests
are divided. And the unmarried woman and the virgin are anxious about the aft
of the Lord, so that they may be holy in body and spirit; but the married womar
anxious about the affairs of the world, hopléase her husband. | say this for
your own benefit, not to put any restraint upon you, but to promote good order
and unhindered devotion to the Lord. .

If anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly toward his fiancZe, if his pas
are strong, ahso it has to be, let him marry as he wishes; it is no sin. Let them
marry. But if someone stands firm in his resolve, being under no necessity but
having his own desire under control, and has determined in his own mind to ke
her as his fiancZe, helwlib well. So then, he who marries his fiancZe does well;
and he who refrains from marriage will do better.

A wife is bound as long as her husband lives. But if the husband dies, she is 1
marry anyone she wishes, only in the Lord. But in mynerdgshe is more blessed
if she remains as she is. And I think that | too have the Spirit of God.

Matt. 7:1:12- ODo not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with the
judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the

measte you get. Why do you see the speck in your neighborOs eye, but do nc
notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbor, OLet m
the speck out of your eye,O while the log is in your own eye? You hypocrite, fi
take the log oudf your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck
of your neighborOs eye.

ODo not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine
they will trample them under foot and turn and maul you.

OAsk, and it witle given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door wil
be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searc
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone
among you who, if your child asiksbread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks
for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good ¢
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things tc
those who ask him!

Oln everythingodto others as you would have them do to you; for this is the lau
and the prophets.

St Polycarp's letter to the Philippians
Christ set us an example in his own person

Let the elders be compassionate, merciful to all, bringing back those that have
wanderedcaring for all the weak, neglecting neither widow, nor orphan nor poo
butever providing for that which is good befdret @ahrarefraiarfrom anger, let
them show no partiality, let them not judge unjustly. Let the love of money be
somethimg alien to them. Let them be slow to believe evil of anyone, let them nc
hasty in passing judgement; for they must know that we all owe the debt of sin

If then we pray the Lord to forgive us, we also ought to forgive, for we stand be
the eyes ohe Lord and of God, ande must all appear before the judgement see
each must give an accounBofthendelfus serve him with fear and all reverence,
he himself commanded us, and as the Apostles did, who brought us thea@dspe¢
as the prophets did, who foretold the coming of our Lord. Let us be zealous for
good, refraining from offence. Let us keep away from the false brethren and frc
those who bear the name of the Lord in hypocrisy and deceiver@nggg men.

For everyat® does not accept that Jesus Christ has com@hndredflebloéyan an
does not accept the testimony of the Cross is of the devil; and whoever perver
oracles of the Lord for his own desires and says that there is neither fesurrect
nor judgementpthat man is the firsborn of Satan. So let us leave behind the
foolishness of the crowd and their false teaching. Let us turn back to the word "
was delivered to us in the beginnikeggping watch in pesgevering in fasting
beseeching the akeing Gotb lead us not into tengvati@s, the Lord sathe spirit
is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Let us then persevere unceasingly in our hope, and in the pledge of our
righteousness, that is in Christ Jesuso bore sims in his own body on the tree, w
sin, neither was guile found ittiisanouttsakes he endured all things so that we
might have life in him. Let us then be imitators of his endurance, and if we suffi
for his nameOs sake let usghorg to him. For this is the example which he gave |
in himself, and this is our belief.

WEDNESDAY 101, 109:4(5-19)20-30 ! 119:12144

2 Kings 18:925- In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh \
of King Hoshea son of Elah of Israel, King Shalmaneser of Assyria came up a¢
Samaria, besieged it, and at the end of three years, took itslrtthgear of

Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of King Hoshea of Israel, Samaria was tak
The king of Assyria carried the Israelites away to Assyria, settled them in Halal



the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, beaudathot
obey the voice of the LORD their God but transgressed his coladhidat Moses
the servant of the LORD had commanded; they neither listened nor obeyed.

In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, King Sennacherib of Assyria came u
against &the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. King Hezekiah of Jud
sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, Ol have done wrong; withdraw fr
me; whatever you impose on me | will bear.O The king of Assyria demanded o
Hezekiah of Judahree hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.
Hezekiah gave him al| the silver that was found in the house of the LORD and
treasuries of the kingOs house. At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from tl
doors of the temple of the IRID, and from the doorposts that King Hezekiah of
Judah had overlaid and gave it to the king of Assyria. The king of Assyria sent
Tartan, the Ratsaris, and the Rabshakeh with a great army from Lachish to Kir
Hezekiah at Jerusalem. They went up and taJerusalem. When they arrived,
they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is on the highway
the FullerOs Field. When they called for the king, there came out to them Elial
son of Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, atth&héhe secretary, and
Joah son of Asaph, the recorder.

The Rabshakeh said to them, OSay to Hezekiah: Thus says the great king, tF
of Assyria: On what do you base this confidence of yours? Do you think that n
words are strategy and poweniar? On whom do you now rely, that you have
rebelled against me? See, you are relying now on Egypt, that broken reed of ¢
which will pierce the hand of anyone who leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king of |
to all who rely on him. But if you sayrie, OWe rely on the LORD our God,Q is i
not he whose high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah ¢
Jerusalem, OYou shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem®? Come now, n
wager with my master the king of Assyria: | wéllygiu two thousand horses, if you
are able on your part to set riders on them. How then can you repulse a single
captain among the least of my masterOs servants, when you rely on Egypt for
and for horsemen? Moreover, is it without the LORD lthatve come up against
this place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go up against this land, and de
it.0

Hosea 4:1019 - They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore,
not multiply; because they have forsaken the LORDdtedbemselves to
whoredom. Wine and new wine take away the understanding.

My people consult a piece of wood, and their divining rod gives them oracles.
spirit of whoredom has led them astray, and they have played the whore, forsa
their God.

They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains, and make offerings upon the hills
under oak, poplar, and terebinth, because their shade is gdwtefore your
daughters play the whore, and your daugivetaw commit adultery.

I will not punish youdaughters when they play the whore, nor your daughters
law when they commit adultery; for the men themselves go aside with whores,
sacrifice with temple prostitutes; thus a people without understanding comes tc
ruin.

Though you play the whof@ Israel, do not let Judah become guilty. Do not
enter into Gilgal, or go up to Betliven, and do not swear, OAs the LORD lives.C

Like a stubborn heifer, Israel is stubborn; can the LORD now feed them like a
lamb in a broad pasture? _

Ephraim is¢ined to idol§! let him alone.

When their drinking is ended, they indulge in sexual orgies; they love lewdnes
more than their glory.

,Twind has wrapped them in its wings, and they shall be ashamed because of
altars.

1 Cor. 8:313- Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that Oall of us
possess knowledge.O Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who cl
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone whc
God is known by him.

Hence,as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that Ono idol in the w
really exists,0 and that Othere is ng God but one.O Indeed, even though thert
be secalled gods in heaven or on eBigth in fact there are many gods and many
lordsN yet fo us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and
through whom we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have becor
accustorad to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offerec
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. OFood will not bring us ¢
to God.O We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But
carethat this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to tt
weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of ¢
might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of e
food sadficed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom
Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your fan
and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore
food is a cause of théalling, | will never eat meat, so that | may not cause one c
them to fall.

Matt. 7:1321- OEnter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the rc
is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it. For the gate
narrowand the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it.

OBeware of false prophets, who come to you in sheepOs clothing but inwardl
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered fromr
thorns, or figs fromhistles? In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit,
the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad 1
bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and throw
into the fire. Thus yowill know them by their fruits.

ONot everyone who says to me, OLord, Lord,® will enter the kingdom of hea
only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.

St Polycarp's letter to the Philippians
Let us run in faith and holiness

Now | besech you all to obey the word of righteousness, and to endure with all
endurance which you also saw before your eyes, not only in the blessed Ignati
and Zosimus, and Rufus, but also in others among yourselves, and in Paul hin
and in the other postles. Be certain that all of thd&knot run in atrin faith and
righteousness, and that they are with the Lord, with whom they suffered, in the
place which is their due. They did fmte this presenbufitiety loved him who

died on our bedlf and was raised by God for our sakes.

Therefore stand fast in these things and follow the example of the Lord, firm ar
unchangeable in faith, loving the brotherhood, affectionate to one another, join
together in the truth, rivalling one another iretgentleness of the Lord, despising
no man. When you can do good do not deféontalmsgiving sets free ftanedehth.
of you be subject to the others so that the Gentiles find no fault in your behavic
Let your good works earn you praise asdrenthat the Lord is not blasphemed in
you. As Scripture say®pe to him through whom the name of the Leelah blasph
sobriety to all and be an example of it in your own lives.

| am deeply sorry that Valens, who was at one time one of ygyrsddittle
understands the place which was given to him. His example makes me warn y
keep from avarice and be pure and truthful. Keep yourselves from all evil. For |



may he who cannot attain sashtrol in these matters enjoin it on anotherariy
man does not abstain from avarice he will be defiled by idolatry and considere«
one of the Gentiles who know nothing of GodOs judgement. As P&l wa&yspt
know that it is GodOs people who will judge the world?

I have not seen or heard any oteors of this sort among yflyou with whom
the blessed Paul laboured, you whom he praised in the beginning of his Epistle
boasted of you in all the Churches who at that time knew the Lord, (for we ours
had not yet come to know him).

So, brethen, | am deeply sorry for Valens and his wife and | pray that the Lord

grant them true repentance. Be moderate yourselves in thisandtthy not regard

these people as baecaibthem back as fallible and straying parts of your own bc
thatyou may make that body whole again. By doing this you will build up your
spiritual strength.

THURSDAY  105:322 ! 105:2345

2 Kings 18:2837- Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice ir
the language of Judah, OHear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria!
says the king: ODo not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will notdodedivier you
out of my hand. Do not let Hezekiah make you rely on the LORD by saying, Tl
LORD will surely deliver us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the k
of Assyria.0 Do not listen to Hezekiah; for thus says the king of @itakiayour
peace with me and come out to me; then every one of you will eat from your o
vine and your own fig tree, and drink water from your own cistern, until | come
and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and wine, a lan
bread and vineyards, a land of olive oil and honey, that you may live and not di
Do not listen to Hezekiah when he misleads you by saying, The LORD will deli
us. Has any of the gods of the nations ever delivered its land out of the hand ¢
king of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the go
Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivvah? Have they delivered Samaria out of my hand?
among all the gods of the countries have delivered their_countries out of my ha
that the LORD shouldddiver Jerusalem out of my hand?00

But the people were silent and answered him not a word, for the klngOs comt
was, ODo not answer him.O Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was in charge ¢
palace, and Shebna the secretary, and Joah son of heapbotder, came to
Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told him the words of the Rabshakeh.

Hosea 5:816:6 - Blow the horn in Gibeah, the trumpet in Ramah. Sound the
alarm at Bettaven; look behind you, Benjamin!

Ephraim shall become a desolatiothe day of punishment; among the tribes of
Israel | declare what is sure.

The princes of Judah have become like those who remove the landmark; on tl
will pour out my wrath like water.

Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment, because heevasriet to go after
vanity.

Therefore | am like maggots to Ephraim, and like rottenness to the house of Ji
When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his wound, then Ephraim went to
Assyria, and sent to the great king. But he is not able to curehgal your

wound.

For | will be like a lion to Ephraim, and like a young lion to the house of Judah
myself will tear and go away; | will carry off, and no one shall rescue.

I will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt dnchgéace.

In their distress they will beg my favor:

OCome, let us return to the LORD; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal u
has struck down, and he will bind us up.

After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise batupetmay live
before him.

Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as th
dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the e
What shall | do with you, O Ephraim? What shall | doyethO Judah? Your

love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early.

Therefore | have hewn them by the prophets, | have killed them by the words
mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light.

For | desire steadfast love and actifice, the knowledge of God rather than
burnt offerings.

1 Cor. 9:315- Am | not free? Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen Jesus our
Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? If | am not an apostle to others, at lea
am to you; for yoare the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

This is my defense to those who would examine me. Do we not have the rigt
our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a believin
wife, as do the other apostles and the brothéhe dford and Cephas? Or is it
only Barnabas and | who have no right to refrain from working for a living? Wt
any time pays the expenses for doing military service? Who plants a vineyard :
does not eat any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock anchdbegst any of its milk?

Do | say this on human authority? Does not the law also say the same? For i
written in the law of Moses, OYou shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading ou
grain.O Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Or doesttepeak entirely for our
sake? It was indeed written for our sake, for whoever plows should plow in hof
and whoever threshes should thresh in hope of a share in the crop. If we have
spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your matenietfits? If
others share this rightful claim on you, do not we still md¥e¥ertheless, we have
not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle
the way of the gospel of Christ. Do you not know that those who angedrplo
the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the ¢
share in what is sacrificed on the altar? In the same way, the Lord commande
those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.

But | hae made no use of any of these rights, nor am | writing this so that they
may be applied in my case. Indeed, | would rather die thm¢hane will deprive
me of my ground for boasting!

Matt. 7:22-29 - On that day many will say to me, OLord, Lord, ditbtyerophesy
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of powe
your name?0 Then | will declare to them, Ol never knew you; go away from
evildoers.O

OEveryone then who hears these words of mine and acts on thetikevil wise
man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded o1
rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them
be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, aNdritfglieat was its
fall'O

Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astoande
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

A letter of St Polycarp to the Philippians

May Christ build you up in faith and in truth

| am sure that you are well grounded in the Scriptures and nothing of their mes
escapes you. |, however, have not been so fortunate. As these same Scripture
Be angry and doamdBmnot let the sun set on Wessewer the man who bears
this in mind, as | am sure you do.



May God the Father of our Lord JesusisEland the eternal high priest himself,
the Son of God, Jesus Christ, build you up in faith and in truth and in great
gentleness. May you never know anger, but be patiersutiagng, persevering
and chaste. May he grant you a place among hisaaintsay he give the same to
us along with you, as well as to all on earth who put their faith in our Lord Jesu
Christ and in hig~ather who has raised him from the dead.

Keep all the saints in your prayers. Pray, too, for our rulers, for our leaders, an
for all those in power, even for those who persecute and hate you, and for thos
who are enemies of the cross. In this way, your good works will be seen by all
and you will be perfected in him.

Both you and Ignatius have written me to ask whetlwreagging to Syria will
deliver your letter as well as ours. If the opportunity offers itself, | will do it; if |
cannot, | will send a representative.

As you request, we have returned to you the letters Ignatius sent us and as me
other letters as we hdbley are being enclosed with this letter. You will derive gr
benefit from them, for they are full of faith and patience, and great edification ir
all that refers to our Lord. Send us any certain information you may possess at
Ignatius and his compians.

| am sending this letter to you by Crescens, whom | commended to you when |
present, and do so again. He has lived blamelessly among us, as | am sure he
among you. When his sister comes to you, she too will come with our
commendation.

May wu find protection in the Lord Jesus Christ, and may his grace be with all \
are yours. Amen.
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2 Kings 19:120 - When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered
himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. And he sent
Eliakim, who was in charge of the palace, and Shebna the secretary, and the <
priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. They said
him, OThus says Hezekiah, This day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of dis:
children have come to the birth, and there is no strength to bring them forth. It
may be tat the LORD your God heard all the words of the Rabshakeh, whom h
master the king of Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the
words that the LORD your God has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for the
remnant that is left. O Whémetservants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah, Isaial
said to them, OSay to your master, OThus says the LORD: Do not be afraid be
of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyrii
reviled me. | myself will put a 8pin him, so that he shall hear a rumor and
return to his own land; | will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.00O

The Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libne
for he had heard that the king had left Lachisthen the king heard concerning
King Tirhakah of Ethiopia, OSee, he has set out to fight against you,O he sent
messengers again to Hezekiah, saying, OThus shall you speak to King Hezek
Judah: Do not let your God on whom you rely deceive yourbigipgpthat
Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. See, you have
heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, destroying them utterly
you be delivered? Have the gods of the nations delivered them, thetations
predecessors destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who
in Telassar? Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the ci
Sepharvaim, the king of Hena, or the king of lvwvah?0

Hezekiah received the letbeym the hand of the messengers and read it; then
Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD and spread it before the LORD. /

Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, and said: OO LORD the God of Israel, whc
enthroned above the cherubim, you are God, yameabf all the kingdoms of the
earth; you have made heaven and earth. Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear;
your eyes, O LORD, and see; hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has se
mock the living God. Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyrialaal@aste the
nations and their lands, and have hurled their gods into the fire, though they w
no gods but the work of human ha¥atsod and storiéand so they were
destroyed. So now, O LORD our God, save us, | pray you, from his hand, so t
all thekingdoms of the earth may know that you, O LORD, are God alone.O
Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, OThus says the LORD, tr
of Israel: | have heard your prayer to me about King Sennacherib of Assyria.

Hosea 10:415- Israel is duxuriant vine that yields its fruit. The more his fruit
increased the more altars he built; as his country improved, he improved his pi
Their heart is false; now they must bear their guilt. The LORD will break down
their altars, and destroy thedillars.

For now they will say: OWe have no king, for we do not fear the LORD, and
kingNwhat could he do for us?0
They utter mere words; with empty oaths they make covenants; so litigation s)
up like poisonous weeds in the furrows of itilelf
The inhabitants of Samaria tremble for the calf of-Beén. Its people shall
mourn for it, and its idolatrous priests shall wail over it, over its glory that has
departed from it.
The thing itself shall be carried to Assyria as tribute togaeking. Ephraim shall
be put to shame, and Israel shall be ashamed of his idol.

SamariaOs king shall perish like a chip on the face of the waters.
The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed. Thorn and thistl
shall grow upmtheir altars. They shall say to the mountains, Cover us, and to t
hills, Fall on us.

Since the days of Gibeah you have sinned, O Israel; there they have continu
Shall not war overtake them in Gibeah?
| will come against the wayward peapfinish them; and nations shall be
gathered against them when they are punished for their double iniquity.

Ephraim was a trained heifer that loved to thresh, and | spared her fair neck;
| will make Ephraim break the ground; Judah must ploab daest harrow for
himself.
Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow g
for it is time to seek the LORD, that he may come and rain righteousness upor

You have plowed wickedness, you have reaped injatibave eaten the fruit

of lies. Because you have trusted in your power and in the multitude of your
warriors,
therefore the tumult of war shall rise against your people, and all your fortress
shall be destroyed, as Shalman destroyeebBmthon he day of battle when
mothers were dashed in pieces with their children.
Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, because of your great wickedness. At
the king of Israel shall be utterly cut off.

1 Cor. 9:1627 - If | proclaim the gospethis gives me no ground for boasting, for
an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if | do not proclaim the gospel! For
do this of my own will, | have a reward; but if not of my own will, | am entrustec
with a commission. What then is my rewdud? this: that in my proclamation |
may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in
gospel.

For though | am free with respect to all, | have made myself a slave to all, so
might win more of them. To the Jewretame as a Jew, in order to win Jews. Ta
those under the law | became as one under the law (though | myself am not ur
the law) so that | might win those under the law. To those outside the law | be:



as one outside the law (though | am not frem fBwdOs law but am under ChristO
law) so that | might win those outside the law. To the weak | became weak, sc
might win the weak. | have become all things to all people, that | might by all
save some. | do it all for the sake of the gesptat | may share in its blessings.

Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives
prize? Run in such a way that you may win it. Athletes exereismselfin all
things; they do it to receive a perishablathrédut we an imperishable one. So |
do not run aimlessly, nor do | box as though beating the air; but | punish my b
and enslave it, so that after proclaiming to others | myself should not be
disqualified.

Matt. 8:1-17- When Jesus had come dowmfthe mountain, great crowds
followed him; and there was a leper who came to him and knelt before him, se
OLord, if you choose, you can make me clean.O He stretched out his hand ar
touched him, saying, Ol do choose. Be made clean!O Immeditptpsy was
cleansed. Then Jesus said to him, OSee that you say nothing to anyone; but
yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony
them.O

When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appediingdad
saying, OLord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.O Ar
said to him, Ol will come and cure him.O The centurion answered, OLord, | ar
worthy to have you come under my roof; but only speak the word, and my serv
will be healed. For | also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; ar
say to one, 0Go,0 and he goes, and to another, OCome, O and he comes, an
slave, ODo this, & and the slave does it.O When Jesus heard him, he was am.
said to thee who followed him, OTruly | tell you, in no one in Israel have | foun
such faith. 1 tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with Abra
and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the heirs of the kingdon
be thrown intathe outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.O And to the centurion Jesus said, OGo; let it be done for you according
your faith.O And the servant was healed in that hour.

When Jesus entered PeterOs house, he saw hisrmlativdying in bed with a
fever; he touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she got up and began 1
serve him. That evening they brought to him many who were possessed with
demons; and he cast out the spirits with a word, and cured all whakveféhs
was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah, OHe took our
infirmities and bore our diseases.O

PseudeAmbrosius on the Letter to the Philippians
Be joyful in the Lord always

Beloved brethren, you have heard in the presenthigadiv St Paul sdysant you to
be happy, always happy ifkdhéheaselvation of our souls God in his goodness ce
us to the joys of everlasting blessedness. The joys of this world lead to eternal
sorrow; but those who persevere in followirgjdlys that are to be found in the
will of the Lord will find themselves led to an enduring, an eternal world. So St
Paul says agairepeat, what | want is your happiness.

He is urging us to grow in the joy that leads to God and to the fulfilment©8God
commandments. The more we strive to obey the precepts of our Lord God in tl
world, the more blessed we shall be in the life to come and the greater will be 1
glory that we receive in GodOs presence.

Let your tolerance be evidentttmeigttyoheliness of your behaviour should not
only be clear to God but also to men. It should be an example of modesty and
discipline to all who share this earth with you. It should leave nothing but good
memories, both for God and for man.

The Loraiésy near, there is no neethéoLwalrig: always near to anyone who calls «
him in truth, with right faith, with firm hope, with perfect love. He himself knows
what you need before you ask it of him: he is always ready to give his faithful
servarg whatever help they need. When bad things happen to us we should nc
greatly worried, because we should know that we have God close to us as our
defender.The Lord is close to those with contrite hearts; those with a broken sg
the tribulations of the just; the Lord will free themIbhlfihleirttrdulfileend keep
his precepts, he will not be slow to give us the aid he has promised.

If there is anything you need, pray for it, asking Gatitfamksgtwviuzyeveaare
afflicted with tribulations let us not bear them sadly or grumble aboubthem
certainly notBbut let us be patient and cheerful, giving thanks to God always, i
circumstances.
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2 Kings 19:2136 - This is the word that the LORD has spoken concerning him:
She despises you, she scornBlyairgin daughter Zion; she tosses herfead
behind your back, daughter Jerusalem.

Whom have you mocked and reviled? néigahom have you raised your voice
and haughtily lifted your eyes? Against the Holy One of Israel!

By your messengers you have mocked the Lord, and you have said, OWith r
chariots | have gone up the heights of the mountains, to theefe®of
Lebanon; | felled its tallest cedars, its choicest cypresses; | entered its farthe
retreat, its densest forest.

I dug wells and drank foreign waters, | dried up with the sole of my foot all 1
streams of Egypt.O

Have you nateard that | determined it long ago? | planned from days of olc
what now | bring to pass, that you should make fortified cities crash into heay
ruins,

while their inhabitants, shorn of strength, are dismayed and confounded; the
have beaue like plants of the field and like tender grass, like grass on the
housetops, blighted before it is grown.

OBut | know your rising and your sitting, your going out and coming in, an
your raging against me.

Because you have raged agaims and your arrogance has come to my ears, |\
put my hook in your nose and my bit in your mouth; | will turn you back on th
way by which you came.

OAnNd this shall be the sign for you: This year you shall eat what grows of itse
in the second year what springs from that; then in the third year sow, reap, pla
vineyards, and eat their fruit. The surviving remnant of the house of Judah she
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward; for from Jerusalem a remna
shall go out,rad from Mount Zion a band of survivors. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this.

OTherefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not
into this city, shoot an arrow there, come before it with a shield, or cast up a sit
ramp against it. By the way that he came, by the same he shall return; he shal
come into this city, says the LORD. For | will defend this city to save it, for my
sake and for the sake of my servant David.O

That very night the angel of the LOB#2 out and struck down one hundred
eightyfive thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; when morning dawned, they
were all dead bodies. Then King Sennacherib of Assyria left, went home, and
at Nineveh.



Hosea 11:B- When Israel was a childoved him, and out of Egypt | called my
son.

The more | called them, the more they went from me; they kept sacrificing to t
Baals, and offering incense to idols.

Yet it was | who taught Ephraim to walk, | took them up in my arms; but they
not know that | healed them.

I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love. | was to them like
those who lift infants to their cheeks. | bent down to them and fed them.

They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall b&ititgibecause
they have refused to return to me.

The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their epaigsts, and devours
because of their schemes.

My people are bent on turning away from me. To the Most High they call, but |
does not raise theup at all.

How can | give you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you over, O Israel? How c
make you like Admah? How can | treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils with
me; my compassion grows warm and tender.

I will not execute my fierce angewill not again destroy Ephraim; for | am God
and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and | will not come in wrath.

1 Cor. 10:113- | do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our
ancestors were all under the cloud, and all p&ssedh the sea, and all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock the
followed them, and the rock was Christ. Neverth&kstwas not pleased with
most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire e\
they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, OThe
peoplesat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.O We must not indu
in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twinée thousand fell in a single
day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destro
serpents.And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the
destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they \
written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if yc
think you are standing, whtout that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken y«
that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be teste
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so tt
you may be able to endure it.

Matt. 8:1827- Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave order
go over to the other side. A scribe then approached and said, OTeacher I will
follow you wherever you go. O And Jesus said to him, OFoxes have holes anc
of the air hae nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.O Anothe
his disciples said to him, OLord, first let me go and bury my father.O But Jesu
to him, OFollow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.O

And when he got into the boat, hisaiples followed him. A windstorm arose on
the sea, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was :
And they went and woke him up, saying, OLord, save us! We are perishing!O
said to them, OWhy are you afraid, you leff#ith?O Then he got up and rebuked
the winds and the sea; and there was a dead calm. They were amazed, sayin
sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?0O

A book on Christian life by St Gregory of Nyssa
Fight the good figtth of

Whoever is in Christ is a new creation; the oNdvabyptssednamagreationO Paul
means the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in a heart that is pure and blameless, fr

all malice, wickedness or shamefulness. For when a soul has ltat@ein and

has delivered itself as far as it can to the power of virtue, it undergoes a
transformation by receiving the grace of the Spirit. Then it is healed, restored &
made wholly new. Indeed the two teRtsge out the old leaven thaaymenwnmebe
and:Let us celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven but with the unleavent
truthsupport those passages which speak about the new creation.

Yet the tempter spreads many a snare to trap the soul, and of itseifiature is
too weak to defeat him. This is why the Apostle bids us to arm ourselves with
heavenly weapons, when he $aytson the breastplate of righteousness and have
with the gospel of peace and have truth around>asuyouarsitasea beliv many
forms of salvation the Apostle indicates, all leading to the same path and the s
goal? Following them to the heights of GodOs commandments, we easily com
the race of life. For elsewhere the Apostle lsatyas run wdtify the race that has b
before us, with our eyes on Jesus, the origin and the goal of our faith.

So a man who openly despises the accolades of this world and rejects all eartt
must also practice selénial. Such selflenial means that ymever seek your own
will but GodOs, using GodOs will as a sure guide; it also means possessing nc
apart from what is held in common. In this way it will be easier for you to carry
your superiorOs commands promptly, in joy and in hope; thipliereof ChristOs
servants who are redeemed for service to the brethren. For this is what the Lol
wants when he says: Whoever wishes to be first and great among you must be
of all and a servant to all.

Our service of mankind must be given fre@lye who is in such a position must be
subject to everyone and serve his brothers as if he were paying off a debt. Mol
those who are in charge should work harder than the others and conduct them
with greater submission than their own subjddtsir lives should serve as a visibl
example of what service means, and they should remember that those who art
committed to their trust are held in trust from God.

Those, then, who are in a position of authority must look after their brothers as
consciatious teachers look after the young children who have been handed ov
them by their parents. If both disciples and masters have this loving relationshi
then subjects will be happy to obey whatever is commanded, while superiors w
delighted todad their brothers to perfection. If you try to outdo one another in
showing respect, your life on earth will be like that of the angels.



