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Year One 

PROPER 14       Week of the Sunday closest to August 10 
 

SUNDAY 66, 67        !        19, 46 
 

2 Samuel 13:1-22 - Some time passed. DavidÕs son Absalom had a beautiful sister 
whose name was Tamar; and DavidÕs son Amnon fell in love with her. Amnon was 
so tormented that he made himself ill because of his sister Tamar, for she was a 
virgin and it seemed impossible to Amnon to do anything to her. But Amnon had a 
friend whose name was Jonadab, the son of DavidÕs brother Shimeah; and Jonadab 
was a very crafty man. He said to him, ÒO son of the king, why are you so haggard 
morning after morning? Will you not tell me?Ó Amnon said to him, ÒI love Tamar, 
my brother AbsalomÕs sister.Ó Jonadab said to him, ÒLie down on your bed, and 
pretend to be ill; and when your father comes to see you, say to him, ÔLet my sister 
Tamar come and give me something to eat, and prepare the food in my sight, so that 
I may see it and eat it from her hand.ÕÓ So Amnon lay down, and pretended to be 
ill; and when the king came to see him, Amnon said to the king, ÒPlease let my 
sister Tamar come and make a couple of cakes in my sight, so that I may eat from 
her hand.Ó  

Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, ÒGo to your brother AmnonÕs house, and 
prepare food for him.Ó So Tamar went to her brother AmnonÕs house, where he 
was lying down. She took dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the 
cakes. Then she took the pan and set them out before him, but he refused to eat. 
Amnon said, ÒSend out everyone from me.Ó So everyone went out from him. Then 
Amnon said to Tamar, ÒBring the food into the chamber, so that I may eat from 
your hand.Ó So Tamar took the cakes she had made, and brought them into the 
chamber to Amnon her brother. But when she brought them near him to eat, he 
took hold of her, and said to her, ÒCome, lie with me, my sister.Ó She answered 
him, ÒNo, my brother, do not force me; for such a thing is not done in Israel; do 
not do anything so vile! As for me, where could I carry my shame? And as for you, 
you would be as one of the scoundrels in Israel. Now therefore, I beg you, speak to 
the king; for he will not withhold me from you.Ó But he would not listen to her; 
and being stronger than she, he forced her and lay with her.  
Then Amnon was seized with a very great loathing for her; indeed, his loathing was 
even greater than the lust he had felt for her. Amnon said to her, ÒGet out!Ó But she 
said to him, ÒNo, my brother; for this wrong in sending me away is greater than the 
other that you did to me.Ó But he would not listen to her. He called the young man 
who served him and said, ÒPut this woman out of my presence, and bolt the door 
after her.Ó (Now she was wearing a long robe with sleeves; for this is how the virgin 
daughters of the king were clothed in earlier times.) So his servant put her out, and 
bolted the door after her. But Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore the long robe 
that she was wearing; she put her hand on her head, and went away, crying aloud as 
she went.  
Her brother Absalom said to her, ÒHas Amnon your brother been with you? Be 
quiet for now, my sister; he is your brother; do not take this to heart.Ó So Tamar 
remained, a desolate woman, in her brother AbsalomÕs house. When King David 
heard of all these things, he became very angry, but he would not punish his son 
Amnon, because he loved him, for he was his firstborn. But Absalom spoke to 
Amnon neither good nor bad; for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had raped his 
sister Tamar. 
 

Judges 11:1-11,29-40  -   Now Jephthah the Gileadite, the son of a prostitute, was a 
mighty warrior. Gilead was the father of Jephthah.  GileadÕs wife also bore him 
sons; and when his wifeÕs sons grew up, they drove Jephthah away, saying to him, 
ÒYou shall not inherit anything in our fatherÕs house; for you are the son of another 
woman.Ó  Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob. 
Outlaws collected around Jephthah and went raiding with him.  

  After a time the Ammonites made war against Israel.  And when the Ammonites 
made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah from the land 



of Tob.  They said to Jephthah, ÒCome and be our commander, so that we may fight 
with the Ammonites.Ó  But Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, ÒAre you not the 
very ones who rejected me and drove me out of my fatherÕs house? So why do you 
come to me now when you are in trouble?Ó  The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, 
ÒNevertheless, we have now turned back to you, so that you may go with us and fight 
with the Ammonites, and become head over us, over all the inhabitants of Gilead.Ó  
Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, ÒIf you bring me home again to fight with the 
Ammonites, and the LORD gives them over to me, I will be your head.Ó  And the 
elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, ÒThe LORD will be witness between us; we will 
surely do as you say.Ó  So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people 
made him head and commander over them; and Jephthah spoke all his words before 
the LORD at Mizpah.  

  Then the spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead 
and Manasseh. He passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he 
passed on to the Ammonites.  And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD, and said, ÒIf 
you will give the Ammonites into my hand, then whoever comes out of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return victorious from the Ammonites, shall be the 
LORDÕS, to be offered up by me as a burnt offering.Ó  So Jephthah crossed over to 
the Ammonites to fight against them; and the LORD gave them into his hand.  He 
inflicted a massive defeat on them from Aroer to the neighborhood of Minnith, 
twenty towns, and as far as Abel-keramim. So the Ammonites were subdued before 
the people of Israel.  

  Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah; and there was his daughter coming 
out to meet him with timbrels and with dancing. She was his only child; he had no 
son or daughter except her.  When he saw her, he tore his clothes, and said, ÒAlas, 
my daughter! You have brought me very low; you have become the cause of great 
trouble to me. For I have opened my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot take back 
my vow.Ó  She said to him, ÒMy father, if you have opened your mouth to the 
LORD, do to me according to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the 
LORD has given you vengeance against your enemies, the Ammonites.Ó  And she 
said to her father, ÒLet this thing be done for me: Grant me two months, so that I 
may go and wander on the mountains, and bewail my virginity, my companions and 
I.Ó  ÒGo,Ó he said and sent her away for two months. So she departed, she and her 
companions, and bewailed her virginity on the mountains.  At the end of two 
months, she returned to her father, who did with her according to the vow he had 
made. She had never slept with a man. So there arose an Israelite custom that for 
four days every year the daughters of Israel would go out to lament the daughter of 
Jephthah the Gileadite.        
 

Rom. 15:1-13 - We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and 
not to please ourselves. Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose 
of building up the neighbor. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, 
ÒThe insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.Ó For whatever was written 
in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance 
with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of 
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, ÒTherefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your 
nameÓ; and again he says, ÒRejoice, O Gentiles, with his peopleÓ; and again, ÒPraise 
the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise himÓ; and again Isaiah says, 
ÒThe root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 
Gentiles shall hope.Ó May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

John 3:22-36 - After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, 
and he spent some time there with them and baptized. John also was baptizing at 
Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming and 
were being baptizedÑJohn, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison.  

Now a discussion about purification arose between JohnÕs disciples and a Jew. They 
came to John and said to him, ÒRabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, 
to whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.Ó John 
answered, ÒNo one can receive anything except what has been given from heaven. 
You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ÔI am not the Messiah, but I have been 
sent ahead of him.Õ He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroomÕs voice. 
For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.Ó  

The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to 
the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above 
all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. 
Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom 
God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The 
Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure 
GodÕs wrath. 
 

From a dialogue On Divine Providence by Saint Catherine of Siena, virgin 

The bonds of love 

My sweet Lord, look with mercy upon your people and especially upon the mystical 
body of your Church. Greater glory is given to your name for pardoning a 
multitude of your creatures than if I alone were pardoned for my great sins against 
your majesty. It would be no consolation for me to enjoy your life if your holy 
people stood in death. For I see that sin darkens the life of your bride the Church Ð 
my sin and the sins of others. 

It is a special grace I ask for, this pardon for the creatures you have made in your 
image and likeness. When you created man, you were moved by love to make him in 
your own image. Surely only love could so dignify your creatures. But I know very 
well that man lost the dignity you gave him; he deserved to lose it, since he had 
committed sin.  

Moved by love and wishing to reconcile the human race to yourself, you gave us your 
only-begotten Son. He became our mediator and our justice by taking on all our 
injustice and sin out of obedience to your will, eternal Father, just as you willed that 
he take on our human nature. What an immeasurably profound love! Your Son 
went down from the heights of his divinity to the depths of our humanity. Can 
anyoneÕs heart remain closed and hardened after this? 

We image your divinity, but you image our humanity in that union of the two which 
you have worked in a man. You have veiled the Godhead in a cloud, in the clay of 
our humanity. Only your love could so dignify the flesh of Adam. And so by reason 
of this immeasurable love I beg, with all the strength of my soul, that you freely 
extend your mercy to all your lowly creatures. 
 

MONDAY 89:1-18        !        89:19-52 
 

2 Samuel 13:23-39 - After two full years Absalom had sheepshearers at Baal-hazor, 
which is near Ephraim, and Absalom invited all the kingÕs sons. Absalom came to 
the king, and said, ÒYour servant has sheepshearers; will the king and his servants 
please go with your servant?Ó But the king said to Absalom, ÒNo, my son, let us not 
all go, or else we will be burdensome to you.Ó He pressed him, but he would not go 
but gave him his blessing. Then Absalom said, ÒIf not, please let my brother Amnon 
go with us.Ó The king said to him, ÒWhy should he go with you?Ó But Absalom 



pressed him until he let Amnon and all the kingÕs sons go with him. Absalom made 
a feast like a kingÕs feast. Then Absalom commanded his servants, ÒWatch when 
AmnonÕs heart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, ÔStrike Amnon,Õ then kill 
him. Do not be afraid; have I not myself commanded you? Be courageous and 
valiant.Ó So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. 
Then all the kingÕs sons rose, and each mounted his mule and fled.  

While they were on the way, the report came to David that Absalom had killed all the 
kingÕs sons, and not one of them was left. The king rose, tore his garments, and lay 
on the ground; and all his servants who were standing by tore their garments. But 
Jonadab, the son of DavidÕs brother Shimeah, said, ÒLet not my lord suppose that 
they have killed all the young men the kingÕs sons; Amnon alone is dead. This has 
been determined by Absalom from the day Amnon raped his sister Tamar. Now 
therefore, do not let my lord the king take it to heart, as if all the kingÕs sons were 
dead; for Amnon alone is dead.Ó  

But Absalom fled. When the young man who kept watch looked up, he saw many 
people coming from the Horonaim road by the side of the mountain. Jonadab said 
to the king, ÒSee, the kingÕs sons have come; as your servant said, so it has come 
about.Ó As soon as he had finished speaking, the kingÕs sons arrived, and raised 
their voices and wept; and the king and all his servants also wept very bitterly.  
But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. David 
mourned for his son day after day. Absalom, having fled to Geshur, stayed there 
three years. And the heart of the king went out, yearning for Absalom; for he was 
now consoled over the death of Amnon. 
 

Judges 12:1-7 -   The men of Ephraim were called to arms, and they crossed to 
Zaphon and said to Jephthah, ÒWhy did you cross over to fight against the 
Ammonites, and did not call us to go with you? We will burn your house down over 
you!Ó  Jephthah said to them, ÒMy people and I were engaged in conflict with the 
Ammonites who oppressed us severely. But when I called you, you did not deliver 
me from their hand.  When I saw that you would not deliver me, I took my life in 
my hand, and crossed over against the Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into 
my hand. Why then have you come up to me this day, to fight against me?Ó  Then 
Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim; and the men of 
Gilead defeated Ephraim, because they said, ÒYou are fugitives from Ephraim, you 
GileaditesÑin the heart of Ephraim and Manasseh.Ó  Then the Gileadites took the 
fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. Whenever one of the fugitives of 
Ephraim said, ÒLet me go over,Ó the men of Gilead would say to him, ÒAre you an 
Ephraimite?Ó When he said, ÒNo,Ó  they said to him, ÒThen say Shibboleth,Ó and 
he said, ÒSibboleth,Ó for he could not pronounce it right. Then they seized him and 
killed him at the fords of the Jordan. Forty-two thousand of the Ephraimites fell at 
that time.  
  Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died, and was buried 
in his town in Gilead. 
 

Acts 20:17-38 - From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the 
church to meet him. When they came to him, he said to them:  

ÒYou yourselves know how I lived among you the entire time from the first day that 
I set foot in Asia, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears, enduring the 
trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews. I did not shrink from doing 
anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and teaching you publicly and 
from house to house, as I testified to both Jews and Greeks about repentance toward 
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus. And now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on 
my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the 
Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are 
waiting for me. But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may 
finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the good news of GodÕs grace.  

ÒAnd now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about proclaiming the 
kingdom, will ever see my face again. Therefore I declare to you this day that I am 
not responsible for the blood of any of you, for I did not shrink from declaring to 
you the whole purpose of God. Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that 
he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I know that after I have gone, savage 
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Some even from your own 
group will come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them. 
Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to 
warn everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the message of 
his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all who are sanctified. I coveted no oneÕs silver or gold or clothing. You 
know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support myself and my 
companions. In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must 
support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ÔIt 
is more blessed to give than to receive.ÕÓ  

When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all and prayed. There was 
much weeping among them all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, grieving 
especially because of what he had said, that they would not see him again. Then they 
brought him to the ship. 
 

Mark 9:42-50 - ÒIf any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones 
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around 
your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut 
it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to 
hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it 
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 
And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 
where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.  

ÒFor everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, 
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.Ó 
 

From a treatise On the Incarnation of the Lord by Theodoret of Cyr, bishop 

I will heal their wounds 

Of his own free will Jesus ran to meet those sufferings that were foretold in the 
Scriptures concerning him. He had forewarned his disciples about them several 
times; he had rebuked Peter for being reluctant to accept the announcement of his 
passion, and he had made it clear that it was by means of his suffering that the 
worldÕs salvation was to be accomplished. This was why he stepped forward and 
presented himself to those who came in search of him, saying: I am the one you are 
looking for. For the same reason he made no reply when he was accused, and 
refused to hide when he could have done so; although in the past he had slipped 
away on more than one occasion when they had tried to apprehend him. 

Jesus also wept over Jerusalem because by her unwillingness to believe she was bent 
on her own ruin, and upon the temple, once so renowned, he passed sentence of 
utter destruction. Patiently he put up with being struck in the face by a man who was 
doubly a slave, in body and in spirit. He allowed himself to be slapped, spat upon, 
insulted, tortured, scourged and finally crucified. He accepted two robbers as his 
companions in punishment, on his right and on his left. He endured being 
reckoned with murderers and criminals. He drank the vinegar and the bitter gall 
yielded by the unfaithful vineyard of Israel. He submitted to crowning with thorns 
instead of with vine twigs and grapes; he was ridiculed with the purple cloak, holes 
were dug in his hands and his feet, and at last he was carried to the grave. 

All this he endured in working out our salvation. For since those who were enslaved 
to sin were liable to the penalties of sin, he himself, exempt from sin though he was 



and walking in the path of perfect righteousness, underwent the punishment of 
sinners. By his cross he blotted out the decree of the ancient curse: for, as Paul says: 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us; for it is 
written: ÒCursed be everyone who hangs on a tree.Ó And by his crown of thorns he 
put an end to that punishment meted out to Adam, who after his sin had heard the 
sentence: Cursed is the ground because of you; thorns and thistles shall it bring 
forth for you. 

In tasting the gall Jesus took on himself the bitterness and toil of manÕs mortal, 
painful life. By drinking the vinegar he made his own the degradation men had 
suffered, and in the same act gave us the grace to better our condition. By the 
purple robe he signified his kingship, by the reed he hinted at the weakness and 
rottenness of the devilÕs power. By taking the slap in the face, and thus suffering the 
violence, corrections and blows that were due to us, he proclaimed our freedom. 

His side was pierced as AdamÕs was; yet there came forth not a woman who, being 
beguiled, was to be the death-bearer, but a fountain of life that regenerates the 
world by its two streams: the one to renew us in the baptismal font and clothe us 
with the garment of immortality, the other to feed us, the reborn, at the table of 
God, just as babes are nourished with milk. 
 

TUESDAY 97, 99, [100]        !        94, [95] 
 

2 Samuel 14:1-20 - Now Joab son of Zeruiah perceived that the kingÕs mind was on 
Absalom. Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman. He said to her, 
ÒPretend to be a mourner; put on mourning garments, do not anoint yourself with 
oil, but behave like a woman who has been mourning many days for the dead. Go to 
the king and speak to him as follows.Ó And Joab put the words into her mouth.  

When the woman of Tekoa came to the king, she fell on her face to the ground and 
did obeisance, and said, ÒHelp, O king!Ó The king asked her, ÒWhat is your 
trouble?Ó She answered, ÒAlas, I am a widow; my husband is dead. Your servant 
had two sons, and they fought with one another in the field; there was no one to 
part them, and one struck the other and killed him. Now the whole family has risen 
against your servant. They say, ÔGive up the man who struck his brother, so that we 
may kill him for the life of his brother whom he murdered, even if we destroy the 
heir as well.Õ Thus they would quench my one remaining ember, and leave to my 
husband neither name nor remnant on the face of the earth.Ó  

Then the king said to the woman, ÒGo to your house, and I will give orders 
concerning you.Ó The woman of Tekoa said to the king, ÒOn me be the guilt, my 
lord the king, and on my fatherÕs house; let the king and his throne be guiltless.Ó 
The king said, ÒIf anyone says anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall never 
touch you again.Ó Then she said, ÒPlease, may the king keep the LORD your God in 
mind, so that the avenger of blood may kill no more, and my son not be destroyed.Ó 
He said, ÒAs the LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground.Ó  

Then the woman said, ÒPlease let your servant speak a word to my lord the king.Ó 
He said, ÒSpeak.Ó The woman said, ÒWhy then have you planned such a thing 
against the people of God? For in giving this decision the king convicts himself, 
inasmuch as the king does not bring his banished one home again. We must all die; 
we are like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up. But God will 
not take away a life; he will devise plans so as not to keep an outcast banished forever 
from his presence. Now I have come to say this to my lord the king because the 
people have made me afraid; your servant thought, ÔI will speak to the king; it may 
be that the king will perform the request of his servant. For the king will hear, and 
deliver his servant from the hand of the man who would cut both me and my son off 
from the heritage of God.Õ Your servant thought, ÔThe word of my lord the king will 
set me at restÕ; for my lord the king is like the angel of God, discerning good and 
evil. The LORD your God be with you!Ó  

Then the king answered the woman, ÒDo not withhold from me anything I ask 
you.Ó The woman said, ÒLet my lord the king speak.Ó The king said, ÒIs the hand of 

Joab with you in all this?Ó The woman answered and said, ÒAs surely as you live, my 
lord the king, one cannot turn right or left from anything that my lord the king has 
said. For it was your servant Joab who commanded me; it was he who put all these 
words into the mouth of your servant. In order to change the course of affairs your 
servant Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like the wisdom of the angel of God 
to know all things that are on the earth.Ó 
 

Judges 13:1-15 -   The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
and the LORD gave them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.  

  There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was 
Manoah. His wife was barren, having borne no children.  And the angel of the 
LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, ÒAlthough you are barren, having 
borne no children, you shall conceive and bear a son.  Now be careful not to drink 
wine or strong drink, or to eat anything unclean, for you shall conceive and bear a 
son. No razor is to come on his head, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from 
birth. It is he who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.Ó  
Then the woman came and told her husband, ÒA man of God came to me, and his 
appearance was like that of an angel of God, most awe-inspiring; I did not ask him 
where he came from, and he did not tell me his name;  but he said to me, ÔYou shall 
conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing 
unclean, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth to the day of his death.ÕÓ  

  Then Manoah entreated the LORD, and said, ÒO, LORD, I pray, let the man of 
God whom you sent come to us again and teach us what we are to do concerning the 
boy who will be born.Ó  God listened to Manoah, and the angel of God came again 
to the woman as she sat in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her.  So 
the woman ran quickly and told her husband, ÒThe man who came to me the other 
day has appeared to me.Ó  Manoah got up and followed his wife, and came to the 
man and said to him, ÒAre you the man who spoke to this woman?Ó And he said, ÒI 
am.Ó  Then Manoah said, ÒNow when your words come true, what is to be the boyÕs 
rule of life; what is he to do?Ó  The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, ÒLet the 
woman give heed to all that I said to her.  She may not eat of anything that comes 
from the vine. She is not to drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. 
She is to observe everything that I commanded her.Ó  

  Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, ÒAllow us to detain you, and prepare a kid 
for you.Ó 
 

Acts 21:1-14 - When we had parted from them and set sail, we came by a straight 
course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. When we 
found a ship bound for Phoenicia, we went on board and set sail. We came in sight 
of Cyprus; and leaving it on our left, we sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, because 
the ship was to unload its cargo there. We looked up the disciples and stayed there 
for seven days. Through the Spirit they told Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. When 
our days there were ended, we left and proceeded on our journey; and all of them, 
with wives and children, escorted us outside the city. There we knelt down on the 
beach and prayedand said farewell to one another. Then we went on board the ship, 
and they returned home.  

When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais; and we 
greeted the believers and stayed with them for one day. The next day we left and 
came to Caesarea; and we went into the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the 
seven, and stayed with him. He had four unmarried daughters who had the gift of 
prophecy. While we were staying there for several days, a prophet named Agabus 
came down from Judea. He came to us and took PaulÕs belt, bound his own feet and 
hands with it, and said, ÒThus says the Holy Spirit, ÔThis is the way the Jews in 
Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles.ÕÓ When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to 
Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, ÒWhat are you doing, weeping and breaking my 
heart? For I am ready not only to be bound but even to die in Jerusalem for the 



name of the Lord Jesus.Ó Since he would not be persuaded, we remained silent 
except to say, ÒThe LordÕs will be done.Ó 
 

Mark 10:1-16 - He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the 
Jordan. And crowds again gathered around him; and, as was his custom, he again 
taught them.  
Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, ÒIs it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife?Ó He answered them, ÒWhat did Moses command you?Ó They said, ÒMoses 
allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.Ó But Jesus said 
to them, ÒBecause of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 
But from the beginning of creation, ÔGod made them male and female.Õ ÔFor this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh.Õ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let no one separate.Ó  

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, 
ÒWhoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and 
if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.Ó  

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and 
the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and 
said to them, ÒLet the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such 
as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.Ó And he took them up in his 
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

From a treatise On the Incarnation of the Lord by Theodoret of Cyr, bishop 

Our SaviourÕs passion is a healing remedy for us, as the prophet teaches when he 
cries out: He bears our sins and suffers pain for us, and we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God and afflicted. But for our sins he was wounded, for our iniquities 
he was bruised; upon him fell the chastisement that brought us peace, and by his 
wounds we are healed. We had all gone astray like sheep, and therefore he was led 
like a lamb to the slaughter, and was dumb like a sheep before its shearer. 

When a shepherd sees that his sheep have scattered, he keeps one of them under his 
control and leads it to the pastures he chooses, and thus he draws the other sheep 
back to him by means of this one. And so it was when God the Word saw that the 
human race had gone astray: he took the form of a slave and united it to himself, 
and by means of it won over the whole race of men to him, enticing the sheep that 
were grazing in bad pastures and exposed to wolves, and leading them to the 
pastures of God. 

This was the purpose for which our Saviour assumed our nature, this was why 
Christ the Lord accepted the sufferings that brought us salvation, was sent to his 
death and was committed to the tomb. He broke the grip of the age-old tyranny and 
promised incorruptibility to those who were prisoners of corruption. For when he 
rebuilt that temple which had been destroyed and raised it up again, he thereby gave 
trustworthy and firm promises to those who had died and were awaiting his 
resurrection. 
Jesus tells us: ÒJust as my human nature, which I took from you, has won its 
resurrection in virtue of the Godhead that dwelt in it and with which it was united, 
just as this nature has shed decay and suffering and passed over to incorruptibility 
and immortality; so, in the same way, you too will be set free from the grievous 
slavery of death; you too will cast aside your corruptible nature and your sufferings 
and you will be clothed with impassability. 
To this end he imparted the gift of baptism to all mankind through his apostles. 
Go, he said, make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is a kind of symbol and type of the 
LordÕs death, which is why Paul says: If we have shared with GodÕs Son in a death 
like his, we shall certainly share in his resurrection. 

 

WEDNESDAY 101, 109:1-4(5-19)20-30        !        119:121-144 
 

2 Samuel 14:21-33 - Then the king said to Joab, ÒVery well, I grant this; go, bring 
back the young man Absalom.Ó Joab prostrated himself with his face to the ground 
and did obeisance, and blessed the king; and Joab said, ÒToday your servant knows 
that I have found favor in your sight, my lord the king, in that the king has granted 
the request of his servant.Ó So Joab set off, went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to 
Jerusalem. The king said, ÒLet him go to his own house; he is not to come into my 
presence.Ó So Absalom went to his own house, and did not come into the kingÕs 
presence.  

Now in all Israel there was no one to be praised so much for his beauty as Absalom; 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 
When he cut the hair of his head (for at the end of every year he used to cut it; when 
it was heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head, two hundred shekels 
by the kingÕs weight. There were born to Absalom three sons, and one daughter 
whose name was Tamar; she was a beautiful woman.  

So Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, without coming into the kingÕs 
presence. Then Absalom sent for Joab to send him to the king; but Joab would not 
come to him. He sent a second time, but Joab would not come. Then he said to his 
servants, ÒLook, JoabÕs field is next to mine, and he has barley there; go and set it 
on fire.Ó So AbsalomÕs servants set the field on fire. Then Joab rose and went to 
Absalom at his house, and said to him, ÒWhy have your servants set my field on 
fire?Ó Absalom answered Joab, ÒLook, I sent word to you: Come here, that I may 
send you to the king with the question, ÔWhy have I come from Geshur? It would be 
better for me to be there still.Õ Now let me go into the kingÕs presence; if there is 
guilt in me, let him kill me!Ó Then Joab went to the king and told him; and he 
summoned Absalom. So he came to the king and prostrated himself with his face to 
the ground before the king; and the king kissed Absalom. 
 

Judges 13:15-24 -   Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, ÒAllow us to detain you, 
and prepare a kid for you.Ó  The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, ÒIf you detain 
me, I will not eat your food; but if you want to prepare a burnt offering, then offer 
it to the LORD.Ó (For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the LORD.)  
Then Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, ÒWhat is your name, so that we may 
honor you when your words come true?Ó  But the angel of the LORD said to him, 
ÒWhy do you ask my name? It is too wonderful.Ó  

  So Manoah took the kid with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the 
LORD, to him who works wonders.  When the flame went up toward heaven from 
the altar, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar while Manoah 
and his wife looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground.  The angel of the 
LORD did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah realized that it 
was the angel of the LORD.  And Manoah said to his wife, ÒWe shall surely die, for 
we have seen God.Ó  But his wife said to him, ÒIf the LORD had meant to kill us, he 
would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our hands, or 
shown us all these things, or now announced to us such things as these.Ó  

  The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the LORD 
blessed him. 
 

Acts 21:15-26 - After these days we got ready and started to go up to Jerusalem. 
Some of the disciples from Caesarea also came along and brought us to the house of 
Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we were to stay.  

When we arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us warmly. The next day Paul 
went with us to visit James; and all the elders were present. After greeting them, he 
related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his 
ministry. When they heard it, they praised God. Then they said to him, ÒYou see, 
brother, how many thousands of believers there are among the Jews, and they are all 
zealous for the law. They have been told about you that you teach all the Jews living 
among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, and that you tell them not to circumcise their 



children or observe the customs. What then is to be done? They will certainly hear 
that you have come. So do what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow. 
Join these men, go through the rite of purification with them, and pay for the 
shaving of their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have 
been told about you, but that you yourself observe and guard the law. But as for the 
Gentiles who have become believers, we have sent a letter with our judgment that 
they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from 
what is strangled and from fornication.Ó Then Paul took the men, and the next day, 
having purified himself, he entered the temple with them, making public the 
completion of the days of purification when the sacrifice would be made for each of 
them. 
 

Mark 10:17-31 - As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him, and asked him, ÒGood Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?Ó Jesus 
said to him, ÒWhy do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know 
the commandments: ÔYou shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your 
father and mother.ÕÓ He said to him, ÒTeacher, I have kept all these since my 
youth.Ó Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, ÒYou lack one thing; go, sell what 
you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 
come, follow me.Ó When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for 
he had many possessions.  

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ÒHow hard it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!Ó And the disciples were perplexed at 
these words. But Jesus said to them again, ÒChildren, how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.Ó They were greatly astounded 
and said to one another, ÒThen who can be saved?Ó Jesus looked at them and said, 
ÒFor mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.Ó  

Peter began to say to him, ÒLook, we have left everything and followed you.Ó Jesus 
said, ÒTruly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good 
news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this ageÑhouses, brothers and 
sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutionsÑand in the age to come 
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.Ó 
 

From a discourse on the psalms by Saint Augustine, bishop 

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord 

As we have heard, so also have we seen. Truly blessed Church! You have both heard 
and seen. You have heard the promises, and you see their fulfilment; you have 
heard in prophecy, and you see in the Gospel. Yes, all that has now been brought to 
completion was prophesied in times past. Raise up your eyes, then, and cast your 
gaze around the world. See GodÕs people, your heritage, spread to the ends of the 
earth. See the Scripture now fulfilled: All the kings of the earth will adore him, all 
the nations will serve him. See fulfilled what has been said: Be exalted above the 
heavens, O God, and your glory above all the earth. See him whose hands and feet 
were pierced by nails, whose bones were numbered as they hung upon the wood, 
and for whose garments they cast lots. See him reigning, whom they saw hanging 
upon the cross; see him enthroned in heaven, whom they despised when he walked 
on the earth. See the word fulfilled: All the ends of the earth shall turn to the Lord, 
and all nations shall worship in his sight. See all this and shout with joy: As we have 
heard, so also have we seen. 

Deservedly then the Church is itself called from among the Gentiles: Hear, O 
daughter, and see, and forget your people and your fatherÕs house. Hear and see. 
First you hear what you do not see; later you will see what you have heard. For he 
says: A people I did not know served me, as soon as they heard me they obeyed. If 

they obeyed as soon as they heard, it follows that they did not see. What then of the 
passage: Those who were not told of him will see, and they who have not heard will 
understand? Those to whom the prophets were not sent were the first to hear and 
understand the prophets, whereas those who at first did not hear them were 
astonished when they heard them later. Those to whom the prophets were sent 
remained behind, possessing the books of Scripture but not understanding the 
truth, possessing the tables of the law but not keeping their inheritance. As we have 
heard, so also have we seen also applies to us. 

In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God, that is where we have heard; 
there too we have seen. God has made this city firm for ever. No one should say 
boastfully: See, here is Christ; see, he is there. Such a claim only leads to factions. 
But God has promised unity. The kings were gathered together in unity, not 
scattered through schisms. Yet perhaps that city which had gained possession of the 
world will at some time be overthrown? No, God has made it firm for ever. If God 
has made its foundation firm for ever, how can you fear that this foundation may 
collapse? 
 

THURSDAY 105:1-22        !        105:23-45 
 

2 Samuel 15:1-18 - After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty 
men to run ahead of him. Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the road into 
the gate; and when anyone brought a suit before the king for judgment, Absalom 
would call out and say, ÒFrom what city are you?Ó When the person said, ÒYour 
servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,Ó Absalom would say, ÒSee, your claims 
are good and right; but there is no one deputed by the king to hear you.Ó Absalom 
said moreover, ÒIf only I were judge in the land! Then all who had a suit or cause 
might come to me, and I would give them justice.Ó Whenever people came near to 
do obeisance to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of them, and kiss 
them. Thus Absalom did to every Israelite who came to the king for judgment; so 
Absalom stole the hearts of the people of Israel.  

At the end of four years Absalom said to the king, ÒPlease let me go to Hebron and 
pay the vow that I have made to the LORD. For your servant made a vow while I 
lived at Geshur in Aram: If the LORD will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then 
I will worship the LORD in Hebron.Ó The king said to him, ÒGo in peace.Ó So he 
got up, and went to Hebron. But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, saying, ÒAs soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then shout: 
Absalom has become king at Hebron!Ó Two hundred men from Jerusalem went 
with Absalom; they were invited guests, and they went in their innocence, knowing 
nothing of the matter. While Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for 
Ahithophel the Gilonite, DavidÕs counselor, from his city Giloh. The conspiracy 
grew in strength, and the people with Absalom kept increasing.  

A messenger came to David, saying, ÒThe hearts of the Israelites have gone after 
Absalom.Ó Then David said to all his officials who were with him at Jerusalem, ÒGet 
up! Let us flee, or there will be no escape for us from Absalom. Hurry, or he will 
soon overtake us, and bring disaster down upon us, and attack the city with the edge 
of the sword.Ó The kingÕs officials said to the king, ÒYour servants are ready to do 
whatever our lord the king decides.Ó So the king left, followed by all his household, 
except ten concubines whom he left behind to look after the house. The king left, 
followed by all the people; and they stopped at the last house. All his officials passed 
by him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the six hundred 
Gittites who had followed him from Gath, passed on before the king. 
 

Judges 14:1-19 -   Once Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw a 
Philistine woman.  Then he came up, and told his father and mother, ÒI saw a 
Philistine woman at Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.Ó  But his father and 
mother said to him, ÒIs there not a woman among your kin, or among all our 
people, that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?Ó But 
Samson said to his father, ÒGet her for me, because she pleases me.Ó  His father and 



mother did not know that this was from the LORD; for he was seeking a pretext to 
act against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.  

  Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah. When he came to 
the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion roared at him.  The spirit of the 
LORD rushed on him, and he tore the lion apart barehanded as one might tear 
apart a kid. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done.  Then he 
went down and talked with the woman, and she pleased Samson.  After a while he 
returned to marry her, and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and there 
was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey.  He scraped it out into his 
hands, and went on, eating as he went. When he came to his father and mother, he 
gave some to them, and they ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the 
honey from the carcass of the lion.  

   His father went down to the woman, and Samson made a feast there as the young 
men were accustomed to do.  When the people saw him, they brought thirty 
companions to be with him.  Samson said to them, ÒLet me now put a riddle to you. 
If you can explain it to me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I 
will give you thirty linen garments and thirty festal garments.  But if you cannot 
explain it to me, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty festal 
garments.Ó So they said to him, ÒAsk your riddle; let us hear it.Ó  He said to them, 
ÒOut of the eater came something to eat.  Out of the strong came something sweet.Ó  
But for three days they could not explain the riddle.  

   On the fourth day they said to SamsonÕs wife, ÒCoax your husband to explain the 
riddle to us, or we will burn you and your fatherÕs house with fire. Have you invited 
us here to impoverish us?Ó  So SamsonÕs wife wept before him, saying, ÒYou hate 
me; you do not really love me. You have asked a riddle of my people, but you have 
not explained it to me.Ó He said to her, ÒLook, I have not told my father or my 
mother. Why should I tell you?Ó  She wept before him the seven days that their feast 
lasted; and because she nagged him, on the seventh day he told her. Then she 
explained the riddle to her people.  The men of the town said to him on the seventh 
day before the sun went down, ÒWhat is sweeter than honey?  What is stronger than 
a lion?Ó And he said to them,  ÒIf you had not plowed with my heifer, you would 
not have found out my riddle.Ó  

Then the spirit of the LORD rushed on him, and he went down to Ashkelon. He 
killed thirty men of the town, took their spoil, and gave the festal garments to those 
who had explained the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his fatherÕs house. 
 

Acts 21:27-36 - When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, 
who had seen him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd. They seized him, 
shouting, ÒFellow Israelites, help! This is the man who is teaching everyone 
everywhere against our people, our law, and this place; more than that, he has 
actually brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.Ó For they 
had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they 
supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. Then all the city was aroused, 
and the people rushed together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of the 
temple, and immediately the doors were shut. While they were trying to kill him, 
word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 
Immediately he took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. When they saw 
the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. Then the tribune came, 
arrested him, and ordered him to be bound with two chains; he inquired who he 
was and what he had done. Some in the crowd shouted one thing, some another; 
and as he could not learn the facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be 
brought into the barracks. When Paul came to the steps, the violence of the mob was 
so great that he had to be carried by the soldiers. The crowd that followed kept 
shouting, ÒAway with him!Ó 
 

Mark 10:32-45 - They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 
walking ahead of them; they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He 
took the twelve aside again and began to tell them what was to happen to him, 
saying, ÒSee, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over 
to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they 
will hand him over to the Gentiles; they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog 
him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise again.Ó  

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
ÒTeacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.Ó And he said to them, 
ÒWhat is it you want me to do for you?Ó And they said to him, ÒGrant us to sit, one 
at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.Ó But Jesus said to them, ÒYou 
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?Ó They replied, ÒWe are able.Ó 
Then Jesus said to them, ÒThe cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.Ó  

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus 
called them and said to them, ÒYou know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 
For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.Ó 
  

FRIDAY 102        !        107:1-32 
 

2 Samuel 15:19-37 - Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, ÒWhy are you also 
coming with us? Go back, and stay with the king; for you are a foreigner, and also 
an exile from your home. You came only yesterday, and shall I today make you 
wander about with us, while I go wherever I can? Go back, and take your kinsfolk 
with you; and may the LORD show steadfast love and faithfulness to you.Ó But Ittai 
answered the king, ÒAs the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, wherever my 
lord the king may be, whether for death or for life, there also your servant will be.Ó 
David said to Ittai, ÒGo then, march on.Ó So Ittai the Gittite marched on, with all 
his men and all the little ones who were with him. The whole country wept aloud as 
all the people passed by; the king crossed the Wadi Kidron, and all the people 
moved on toward the wilderness.  

Abiathar came up, and Zadok also, with all the Levites, carrying the ark of the 
covenant of God. They set down the ark of God, until the people had all passed out 
of the city. Then the king said to Zadok, ÒCarry the ark of God back into the city. If 
I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me back and let me see both it 
and the place where it stays. But if he says, ÔI take no pleasure in you,Õ here I am, let 
him do to me what seems good to him.Ó The king also said to the priest Zadok, 
ÒLook, go back to the city in peace, you and Abiathar, with your two sons, Ahimaaz 
your son, and Jonathan son of Abiathar. See, I will wait at the fords of the 
wilderness until word comes from you to inform me.Ó So Zadok and Abiathar 
carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem, and they remained there.  

But David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went, with his 
head covered and walking barefoot; and all the people who were with him covered 
their heads and went up, weeping as they went. David was told that Ahithophel was 
among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said, ÒO LORD, I pray you, turn 
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.Ó  

When David came to the summit, where God was worshiped, Hushai the Archite 
came to meet him with his coat torn and earth on his head. David said to him, ÒIf 
you go on with me, you will be a burden to me. But if you return to the city and say 
to Absalom, ÔI will be your servant, O king; as I have been your fatherÕs servant in 
time past, so now I will be your servant,Õ then you will defeat for me the counsel of 
Ahithophel. The priests Zadok and Abiathar will be with you there. So whatever you 



hear from the kingÕs house, tell it to the priests Zadok and Abiathar. Their two sons 
are with them there, ZadokÕs son Ahimaaz and AbiatharÕs son Jonathan; and by 
them you shall report to me everything you hear.Ó So Hushai, DavidÕs friend, came 
into the city, just as Absalom was entering Jerusalem. 
 

Judges 14:20-15:20 - And SamsonÕs wife was given to his companion, who had 
been his best man.  

  After a while, at the time of the wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife, 
bringing along a kid. He said, ÒI want to go into my wifeÕs room.Ó But her father 
would not allow him to go in.  Her father said, ÒI was sure that you had rejected 
her; so I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister prettier than she? 
Why not take her instead?Ó  Samson said to them, ÒThis time, when I do mischief to 
the Philistines, I will be without blame.Ó  So Samson went and caught three 
hundred foxes, and took some torches; and he turned the foxes tail to tail, and put a 
torch between each pair of tails.  When he had set fire to the torches, he let the foxes 
go into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up the shocks and the 
standing grain, as well as the vineyards and olive groves.  Then the Philistines asked, 
ÒWho has done this?Ó And they said, ÒSamson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, 
because he has taken SamsonÕs wife and given her to his companion.Ó So the 
Philistines came up, and burned her and her father.  Samson said to them, ÒIf this 
is what you do, I swear I will not stop until I have taken revenge on you.Ó  He struck 
them down hip and thigh with great slaughter; and he went down and stayed in the 
cleft of the rock of Etam.  

  Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah, and made a raid on Lehi.  
The men of Judah said, ÒWhy have you come up against us?Ó They said, ÒWe have 
come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he did to us.Ó  Then three thousand men 
of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and they said to Samson, ÒDo 
you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then have you done to 
us?Ó He replied, ÒAs they did to me, so I have done to them.Ó  They said to him, 
ÒWe have come down to bind you, so that we may give you into the hands of the 
Philistines.Ó Samson answered them, ÒSwear to me that you yourselves will not 
attack me.Ó  They said to him, ÒNo, we will only bind you and give you into their 
hands; we will not kill you.Ó So they bound him with two new ropes, and brought 
him up from the rock.  

  When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him; and the spirit 
of the LORD rushed on him, and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax 
that has caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands.  Then he found a fresh 
jawbone of a donkey, reached down and took it, and with it he killed a thousand 
men.  And Samson said, ÒWith the jawbone of a donkey,  heaps upon heaps, with 
the jawbone of a donkey   I have slain a thousand men.Ó  

When he had finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone; and that place was 
called Ramath-lehi.  
  By then he was very thirsty, and he called on the LORD, saying, ÒYou have granted 
this great victory by the hand of your servant. Am I now to die of thirst, and fall into 
the hands of the uncircumcised?Ó  So God split open the hollow place that is at 
Lehi, and water came from it. When he drank, his spirit returned, and he revived. 
Therefore it was named En-hakkore, which is at Lehi to this day.  And he judged 
Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years. 
 

Acts 21:37-22:16 - Just as Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to 
the tribune, ÒMay I say something to you?Ó The tribune replied, ÒDo you know 
Greek? Then you are not the Egyptian who recently stirred up a revolt and led the 
four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?Ó Paul replied, ÒI am a Jew, from 
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of an important city; I beg you, let me speak to the 
people.Ó When he had given him permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned 
to the people for silence; and when there was a great hush, he addressed them in the 
Hebrew language, saying:  

ÒBrothers and fathers, listen to the defense that I now make before you.Ó  

When they heard him addressing them in Hebrew, they became even more quiet. 
Then he said:  

ÒI am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of 
Gamaliel, educated strictly according to our ancestral law, being zealous for God, 
just as all of you are today. I persecuted this Way up to the point of death by binding 
both men and women and putting them in prison, as the high priest and the whole 
council of elders can testify about me. From them I also received letters to the 
brothers in Damascus, and I went there in order to bind those who were there and 
to bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment.  

ÒWhile I was on my way and approaching Damascus, about noon a great light from 
heaven suddenly shone about me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
me, ÔSaul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?Õ I answered, ÔWho are you, Lord?Õ 
Then he said to me, ÔI am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.Õ Now those 
who were with me saw the light but did not hear the voice of the one who was 
speaking to me. I asked, ÔWhat am I to do, Lord?Õ The Lord said to me, ÔGet up and 
go to Damascus; there you will be told everything that has been assigned to you to 
do.Õ Since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, those who were 
with me took my hand and led me to Damascus.  

ÒA certain Ananias, who was a devout man according to the law and well spoken of 
by all the Jews living there, came to me; and standing beside me, he said, ÔBrother 
Saul, regain your sight!Õ In that very hour I regained my sight and saw him. Then he 
said, ÔThe God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will, to see the 
Righteous One and to hear his own voice; for you will be his witness to all the world 
of what you have seen and heard. And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptized, 
and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.Õ 
 

Mark 10:46-52 - They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd 
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the 
roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and 
say, ÒJesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!Ó Many sternly ordered him to be 
quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ÒSon of David, have mercy on me!Ó Jesus 
stood still and said, ÒCall him here.Ó And they called the blind man, saying to him, 
ÒTake heart; get up, he is calling you.Ó So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, ÒWhat do you want me to do for you?Ó The 
blind man said to him, ÒMy teacher, let me see again.Ó Jesus said to him, ÒGo; your 
faith has made you well.Ó Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on 
the way. 

St Pacian's sermon on Baptism 

Let us follow a new way of life through the Spirit 

The sin of Adam passed on to the whole human race. As St Paul says,  Sin entered the 
world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread through the whole human race. 
So the righteousness of Christ has to pass on to the whole human race also; and as 
Adam ruined all his descendants by sin, so must Christ, through righteousness, give 
life to his entire race. St Paul makes this point, saying As by one manÕs disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by one manÕs obedience many will be made righteous. Just as sin reigned and brought 
death, so grace will reign to bring eternal life through righteousness. 

Someone might object as follows: ÒThe sin of Adam deservedly passed on his 
posterity, because they were born of him. And are we then born of Christ, that we 
can be saved through him?Ó Stop thinking simply in terms of the body: then you 
will see in what sense Christ is our parent and we are born of him. In these last days 
Christ took a soul and body from Mary. It is this flesh that he came to save, that he 
did not abandon to the underworld: he united it with his own spirit and made it his 
own. This is the marriage of the Lord, united with the flesh of man, a mystery 
uniting the two Ñ Christ and the Church Ñ in one flesh.  
From this marriage and from the coming of the Spirit of the Lord from above, the 



Christian people is born. The substance of our souls receives the seed of heaven: we 
are conceived in the womb of our mother and born of that womb we receive life in 
Christ. So St Paul says,  The first man, Adam, as scripture says, Òbecame a living soul;Ó but the last 
Adam has become a life-giving spirit. It is through his priests that Christ sows his seed in the 
Church. St Paul, again, says: It was I who begot you in Christ Jesus. It is the seed of Christ, 
that is, the Spirit of God, that produces the new man through the priestÕs hands, 
conceived in the womb of his mother and born in the baptismal font under the 
auspices of faith. 

We must receive Christ so that he can give us birth, as the Apostle John says: To all 
who accepted him he gave power to become children of God. But this cannot be brought about 
except by the sacrament of cleansing and anointing, the sacrament which the bishop 
administers. Sins are washed away by the cleansing waters of the font; the Holy 
Spirit is infused by oil of chrism; and we receive both at the bishopÕs hands and 
through his words. Thus the whole man is born again and made new in Christ: so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. That 
is, having put behind us the errors of our former life, we should through the Spirit 
follow a new way of life in Christ. 
  

SATURDAY 107:33-43, 108:1-6(7-13)        !        33 
 

2 Samuel 16:1-23 - When David had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba the 
servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, carrying two 
hundred loaves of bread, one hundred bunches of raisins, one hundred of summer 
fruits, and one skin of wine. The king said to Ziba, ÒWhy have you brought these?Ó 
Ziba answered, ÒThe donkeys are for the kingÕs household to ride, the bread and 
summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wine is for those to drink who faint 
in the wilderness.Ó The king said, ÒAnd where is your masterÕs son?Ó Ziba said to 
the king, ÒHe remains in Jerusalem; for he said, ÔToday the house of Israel will give 
me back my grandfatherÕs kingdom.ÕÓ Then the king said to Ziba, ÒAll that belonged 
to Mephibosheth is now yours.Ó Ziba said, ÒI do obeisance; let me find favor in 
your sight, my lord the king.Ó  

When King David came to Bahurim, a man of the family of the house of Saul came 
out whose name was Shimei son of Gera; he came out cursing. He threw stones at 
David and at all the servants of King David; now all the people and all the warriors 
were on his right and on his left. Shimei shouted while he cursed, ÒOut! Out! 
Murderer! Scoundrel! The LORD has avenged on all of you the blood of the house 
of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the LORD has given the kingdom 
into the hand of your son Absalom. See, disaster has overtaken you; for you are a 
man of blood.Ó  

Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, ÒWhy should this dead dog curse my 
lord the king? Let me go over and take off his head.Ó But the king said, ÒWhat have I 
to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD has said to 
him, ÔCurse David,Õ who then shall say, ÔWhy have you done so?ÕÓ David said to 
Abishai and to all his servants, ÒMy own son seeks my life; how much more now may 
this Benjaminite! Let him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD has bidden him. 
It may be that the LORD will look on my distress, and the LORD will repay me with 
good for this cursing of me today.Ó So David and his men went on the road, while 
Shimei went along on the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went, throwing 
stones and flinging dust at him. The king and all the people who were with him 
arrived weary at the Jordan; and there he refreshed himself.  

Now Absalom and all the Israelites came to Jerusalem; Ahithophel was with him. 
When Hushai the Archite, DavidÕs friend, came to Absalom, Hushai said to 
Absalom, ÒLong live the king! Long live the king!Ó Absalom said to Hushai, ÒIs this 
your loyalty to your friend? Why did you not go with your friend?Ó Hushai said to 
Absalom, ÒNo; but the one whom the LORD and this people and all the Israelites 
have chosen, his I will be, and with him I will remain. Moreover, whom should I 

serve? Should it not be his son? Just as I have served your father, so I will serve 
you.Ó  

Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, ÒGive us your counsel; what shall we do?Ó 
Ahithophel said to Absalom, ÒGo in to your fatherÕs concubines, the ones he has 
left to look after the house; and all Israel will hear that you have made yourself 
odious to your father, and the hands of all who are with you will be strengthened.Ó 
So they pitched a tent for Absalom upon the roof; and Absalom went in to his 
fatherÕs concubines in the sight of all Israel. Now in those days the counsel that 
Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the oracle of God; so all the counsel of 
Ahithophel was esteemed, both by David and by Absalom. 
 

Judges 16:1-14 -   Once Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute and went 
in to her.  The Gazites were told, ÒSamson has come here.Ó So they circled around 
and lay in wait for him all night at the city gate. They kept quiet all night, thinking, 
ÒLet us wait until the light of the morning; then we will kill him.Ó  But Samson lay 
only until midnight. Then at midnight he rose up, took hold of the doors of the city 
gate and the two posts, pulled them up, bar and all, put them on his shoulders, and 
carried them to the top of the hill that is in front of Hebron.  

  After this he fell in love with a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was 
Delilah.  The lords of the Philistines came to her and said to her, ÒCoax him, and 
find out what makes his strength so great, and how we may overpower him, so that 
we may bind him in order to subdue him; and we will each give you eleven hundred 
pieces of silver.Ó  So Delilah said to Samson, ÒPlease tell me what makes your 
strength so great, and how you could be bound, so that one could subdue you.Ó  
Samson said to her, ÒIf they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings that are not dried 
out, then I shall become weak, and be like anyone else.Ó  Then the lords of the 
Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not dried out, and she 
bound him with them.  While men were lying in wait in an inner chamber, she said 
to him, ÒThe Philistines are upon you, Samson!Ó But he snapped the bowstrings, as 
a strand of fiber snaps when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength was not 
known.  
  Then Delilah said to Samson, ÒYou have mocked me and told me lies; please tell 
me how you could be bound.Ó  He said to her, ÒIf they bind me with new ropes that 
have not been used, then I shall become weak, and be like anyone else.Ó  So Delilah 
took new ropes and bound him with them, and said to him, ÒThe Philistines are 
upon you, Samson!Ó (The men lying in wait were in an inner chamber.) But he 
snapped the ropes off his arms like a thread.  

  Then Delilah said to Samson, ÒUntil now you have mocked me and told me lies; 
tell me how you could be bound.Ó He said to her, ÒIf you weave the seven locks of 
my head with the web and make it tight with the pin, then I shall become weak, and 
be like anyone else.Ó  So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head and 
wove them into the web, and made them tight with the pin. Then she said to him, 
ÒThe Philistines are upon you, Samson!Ó But he awoke from his sleep, and pulled 
away the pin, the loom, and the web. 
 

Acts 22:17-29 - ÒAfter I had returned to Jerusalem and while I was praying in the 
temple, I fell into a tranceand saw Jesus saying to me, ÔHurry and get out of 
Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me.Õ And I 
said, ÔLord, they themselves know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat 
those who believed in you. And while the blood of your witness Stephen was shed, I 
myself was standing by, approving and keeping the coats of those who killed him.Õ 
Then he said to me, ÔGo, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.ÕÓ  

Up to this point they listened to him, but then they shouted, ÒAway with such a 
fellow from the earth! For he should not be allowed to live.Ó And while they were 
shouting, throwing off their cloaks, and tossing dust into the air, the tribune 
directed that he was to be brought into the barracks, and ordered him to be 
examined by flogging, to find out the reason for this outcry against him. But when 
they had tied him up with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, 



ÒIs it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who is uncondemned?Ó When the 
centurion heard that, he went to the tribune and said to him, ÒWhat are you about 
to do? This man is a Roman citizen.Ó The tribune came and asked Paul, ÒTell me, 
are you a Roman citizen?Ó And he said, ÒYes.Ó The tribune answered, ÒIt cost me a 
large sum of money to get my citizenship.Ó Paul said, ÒBut I was born a citizen.Ó 
Immediately those who were about to examine him drew back from him; and the 
tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that he 
had bound him. 
  
Mark 11:1-11 - When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciplesand said to them, ÒGo into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ÔWhy are you 
doing this?Õ just say this, ÔThe Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.ÕÓ They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 
street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, ÒWhat are you 
doing, untying the colt?Ó They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed 
them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and 
he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting, ÒHosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest 
heaven!Ó  

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

From a sermon on Baptism by St. Pacian, bishop 

Who, O God, is like you? you take away guilt 

As we have borne the image of the earthly man, so we shall bear the image of him 
who is from heaven; since the first man who came from the earth, is earthly, but the 
second man who came from heaven, is heavenlyÕ. And so, dearly beloved, we shall 
not die anymore. Even if we fall asleep in this body, we shall live in Christ, as he 
said: Whoever believes in me, even if he die, shall live.  
As the Lord is our witness, we are certain that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all saints 
of God are alive. For concerning them the Lord says: They are all alive. For God is a God of 
the living, not of the dead. And the Apostle says of himself: For me, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain. I would rather die and be with Christ. And again: But while we are still in this body we are away 
from God, for we are guided by faith, and not by appearance. This is what we believe, dearest 
brothers. For the rest: If we place our hope in this world, we are the most miserable of men. Life in 
this world, whether it be that of beasts, wild animals or birds, as you yourself see, is 
either similar to ours or more tedious. What is peculiar to man, and what Christ 
gives through his Spirit, is eternal life, but only if we sin no more. Thus death is 
acquired by sin but avoided by right living; life is lost through sin and preserved 
through good living. The wages of sin is death; the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
It is Christ who redeemed us, as the Apostle says: Forgiving us all our sins and destroying what 
was recorded against us by disobedience, he bore our burden in public view, fixed it to the cross, stripped his 
own flesh, exposed the powers of this world and freely conquered them in himself. He released our 
shackles and destroyed our chains, as David had said: The Lord lifts up what has been torn 
down; the Lord frees those in shackles; the Lord gives light to the blind. And again: You have destroyed my 
chains; I will offer sacrifice to you with praise. And so when we come to the sign of the Lord in 
the sacrament of baptism we are freed of these chains and liberated by the blood of 
Christ and by his name. 

Therefore, beloved, we are washed clean but once; we are freed only once; we are 
received into the immortal kingdom once and for all. Once and for all are they happy 

whose sins are forgiven and whose stains are blotted out. Hold fast to what you have received; 
preserve it joyfully; sin no more. Keep yourselves as children cleansed by that 
sacrament and made spotless for the day of the Lord. 

 

PROPER 15       Week of the Sunday closest to August 17 
 

SUNDAY 118        !        145 
 

2 Samuel 17:1-23 - Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, ÒLet me choose twelve 
thousand men, and I will set out and pursue David tonight. I will come upon him 
while he is weary and discouraged, and throw him into a panic; and all the people 
who are with him will flee. I will strike down only the king, and I will bring all the 
people back to you as a bride comes home to her husband. You seek the life of only 
one man, and all the people will be at peace.Ó The advice pleased Absalom and all 
the elders of Israel.  

Then Absalom said, ÒCall Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear too what he has 
to say.Ó When Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom said to him, ÒThis is what 
Ahithophel has said; shall we do as he advises? If not, you tell us.Ó Then Hushai 
said to Absalom, ÒThis time the counsel that Ahithophel has given is not good.Ó 
Hushai continued, ÒYou know that your father and his men are warriors, and that 
they are enraged, like a bear robbed of her cubs in the field. Besides, your father is 
expert in war; he will not spend the night with the troops. Even now he has hidden 
himself in one of the pits, or in some other place. And when some of our troops fall 
at the first attack, whoever hears it will say, ÔThere has been a slaughter among the 
troops who follow Absalom.Õ Then even the valiant warrior, whose heart is like the 
heart of a lion, will utterly melt with fear; for all Israel knows that your father is a 
warrior, and that those who are with him are valiant warriors. But my counsel is 
that all Israel be gathered to you, from Dan to Beer-sheba, like the sand by the sea 
for multitude, and that you go to battle in person. So we shall come upon him in 
whatever place he may be found, and we shall light on him as the dew falls on the 
ground; and he will not survive, nor will any of those with him. If he withdraws into 
a city, then all Israel will bring ropes to that city, and we shall drag it into the valley, 
until not even a pebble is to be found there.Ó Absalom and all the men of Israel 
said, ÒThe counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel.Ó 
For the LORD had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, so that the 
LORD might bring ruin on Absalom.  

Then Hushai said to the priests Zadok and Abiathar, ÒThus and so did Ahithophel 
counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel; and thus and so I have counseled. 
Therefore send quickly and tell David, ÔDo not lodge tonight at the fords of the 
wilderness, but by all means cross over; otherwise the king and all the people who 
are with him will be swallowed up.ÕÓ Jonathan and Ahimaaz were waiting at En-
rogel; a servant girl used to go and tell them, and they would go and tell King 
David; for they could not risk being seen entering the city. But a boy saw them, and 
told Absalom; so both of them went away quickly, and came to the house of a man at 
Bahurim, who had a well in his courtyard; and they went down into it. The manÕs 
wife took a covering, stretched it over the wellÕs mouth, and spread out grain on it; 
and nothing was known of it. When AbsalomÕs servants came to the woman at the 
house, they said, ÒWhere are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?Ó The woman said to them, 
ÒThey have crossed over the brook of water.Ó And when they had searched and 
could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.  

After they had gone, the men came up out of the well, and went and told King 
David. They said to David, ÒGo and cross the water quickly; for thus and so has 
Ahithophel counseled against you.Ó So David and all the people who were with him 
set out and crossed the Jordan; by daybreak not one was left who had not crossed the 
Jordan.  
When Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his donkey and 
went off home to his own city. He set his house in order, and hanged himself; he 
died and was buried in the tomb of his father. 



 

Judges 16:15-31 -   Then she said to him, ÒHow can you say, ÔI love you,Õ when your 
heart is not with me? You have mocked me three times now and have not told me 
what makes your strength so great.Ó  Finally, after she had nagged him with her 
words day after day, and pestered him, he was tired to death.  So he told her his 
whole secret, and said to her, ÒA razor has never come upon my head; for I have 
been a nazirite to God from my motherÕs womb. If my head were shaved, then my 
strength would leave me; I would become weak, and be like anyone else.Ó  

  When Delilah realized that he had told her his whole secret, she sent and called the 
lords of the Philistines, saying, ÒThis time come up, for he has told his whole secret 
to me.Ó Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her, and brought the money in 
their hands.  She let him fall asleep on her lap; and she called a man, and had him 
shave off the seven locks of his head. He began to weaken, and his strength left him.  
Then she said, ÒThe Philistines are upon you, Samson!Ó When he awoke from his 
sleep, he thought, ÒI will go out as at other times, and shake myself free.Ó But he did 
not know that the LORD had left him.  So the Philistines seized him and gouged 
out his eyes. They brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze shackles; 
and he ground at the mill in the prison.  But the hair of his head began to grow 
again after it had been shaved.  

  Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to their god 
Dagon, and to rejoice; for they said, ÒOur god has given Samson our enemy into 
our hand.Ó  When the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said, ÒOur 
god has given our enemy into our hand, the ravager of our country, who has killed 
many of us.Ó  And when their hearts were merry, they said, ÒCall Samson, and let 
him entertain us.Ó So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for 
them. They made him stand between the pillars;  and Samson said to the attendant 
who held him by the hand, ÒLet me feel the pillars on which the house rests, so that 
I may lean against them.Ó  Now the house was full of men and women; all the lords 
of the Philistines were there, and on the roof there were about three thousand men 
and women, who looked on while Samson performed.  
  Then Samson called to the LORD and said, ÒLord GOD, remember me and 
strengthen me only this once, O God, so that with this one act of revenge I may pay 
back the Philistines for my two eyes.Ó  And Samson grasped the two middle pillars 
on which the house rested, and he leaned his weight against them, his right hand on 
the one and his left hand on the other.  Then Samson said, ÒLet me die with the 
Philistines.Ó He strained with all his might; and the house fell on the lords and all 
the people who were in it. So those he killed at his death were more than those he 
had killed during his life.  Then his brothers and all his family came down and took 
him and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of 
his father Manoah. He had judged Israel twenty years. 
 

Gal. 3:6-14 - Just as Abraham Òbelieved God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness,Ó so, you see, those who believe are the descendants of Abraham. And 
the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ÒAll the Gentiles shall be blessed in you.Ó 
For this reason, those who believe are blessed with Abraham who believed.  

For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, ÒCursed 
is everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the 
law.Ó Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for ÒThe one 
who is righteous will live by faith.Ó But the law does not rest on faith; on the 
contrary, ÒWhoever does the works of the law will live by them.Ó Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for usÑfor it is written, ÒCursed is 
everyone who hangs on a treeÓÑ in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith. 
 

John 5:30-47 - ÒI can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment 
is just, because I seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me.  

ÒIf I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who testifies on 
my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. You sent messengers to 
John, and he testified to the truth. Not that I accept such human testimony, but I 
say these things so that you may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and 
you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But I have a testimony greater 
than JohnÕs. The works that the Father has given me to complete, the very works 
that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. And the Father 
who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice or 
seen his form, and you do not have his word abiding in you, because you do not 
believe him whom he has sent.  

ÒYou search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and 
it is they that testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. I do 
not accept glory from human beings. But I know that you do not have the love of 
God in you. I have come in my FatherÕs name, and you do not accept me; if another 
comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you believe when you accept 
glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who 
alone is God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is 
Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you believed Moses, you would believe 
me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you 
believe what I say?Ó 
 

From a homily on Matthew by St. John Chrysostom, bishop 

Salt of the earth and light of the world 

You are the salt of the earth. It is not for your own sake, he says, but for the worldÕs sake 
that the word is entrusted to you. I am not sending you only into two cities only or 
ten to twenty, not to a single nation, as I sent the prophets of old, but across land 
and sea, to the whole world. And that world is in a miserable state. For when he 
says: You are the salt of the earth, he is indicating that all mankind had lost its savour and 
had been corrupted by sin. Therefore, he requires of these men those virtues which 
are especially useful and even necessary if they are to bear the burdens of many. For 
the man who is kindly, modest, merciful and just will not keep his good works to 
himself but will see to it that these admirable fountains send out their streams for 
the good of others. Again, the man who is clean of heart, a peacemaker and ardent 
for truth will order his life so as to contribute to the common good. 

Do not think, he says, that you are destined for easy struggles or unimportant tasks. 
You are the salt of the earth. What do these words imply? Did the disciples restore what 
had already turned rotten? Not at all. Salt cannot help what is already corrupted. 
That is not what they did. But what had first been renewed and freed from 
corruption and then turned over to them, they salted and preserved in the newness 
the Lord had bestowed. It took the power of Christ to free men from the corruption 
caused by sin; it was the task of the apostles through strenuous labour to keep that 
corruption from returning. 
Have you noticed how, bit by bit, Christ shows them to be superior to the prophets? 
He says they are to be teachers not simply for Palestine but for the whole world. Do 
not be surprised, then, he says, that I address you apart from the others and involve 
you in such a dangerous enterprise. Consider the numerous and extensive cities, 
peoples and nations I will be sending you to govern. For this reason I would have 
you make others prudent, as well as being prudent yourselves. For unless you can do 
that, you will not be able to sustain even yourselves. 

If others lose their savour, then your ministry will help them regain it. But if you 
yourselves suffer that loss, you will drag others down with you. Therefore, the 
greater the undertakings put into your hands, the more zealous you must be. For 
this reason he says: But if the salt becomes tasteless, how can its flavour be restored? It is good for 
nothing now, but to be thrown out and trampled by menÕs feet.  



When they hear the words: When they curse you and persecute you and accuse you of every evil, 
They may be afraid to come forward. Therefore he says: ÒUnless you are prepared 
for that sort of thing, it is in vain that I have chosen you. Curses shall necessarily be 
your lot but they shall not harm you and will simply be a testimony to your 
constancy. If through fear, however, you fail to show the forcefulness your mission 
demands, your lot will be much worse, for all will speak evil of you and despise you. 
That is what being trampled by menÕs feet means. 
Then he passes on to a more exalted comparison: You are the light of the world. Once 
again, Òof the worldÓ: not of one nation or twenty cities, but of the whole world. 
The light he means is an intelligible light, far superior to the rays of the sun we see, 
just as the salt is a spiritual salt. First salt, then light, so that you may learn how 
profitable sharp words may be and how useful serious doctrine. Such teaching holds 
in check and prevents dissipation; it leads to virtue and sharpens the mindÕs eye. A 
city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor do men light a lamp and put it under a basket. Here again he is 
urging them to a careful manner of life and teaching them to be watchful, for they 
live under the eyes of all and have the whole world for the arena of their struggles. 
  

MONDAY 106:1-18        !        106:19-48 
 

2 Samuel 17:24-18:8 - Then David came to Mahanaim, while Absalom crossed the 
Jordan with all the men of Israel. Now Absalom had set Amasa over the army in the 
place of Joab. Amasa was the son of a man named Ithra the Ishmaelite, who had 
married Abigal daughter of Nahash, sister of Zeruiah, JoabÕs mother. The Israelites 
and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.  

When David came to Mahanaim, Shobi son of Nahash from Rabbah of the 
Ammonites, and Machir son of Ammiel from Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite 
from Rogelim, brought beds, basins, and earthen vessels, wheat, barley, meal, 
parched grain, beans and lentils, honey and curds, sheep, and cheese from the 
herd, for David and the people with him to eat; for they said, ÒThe troops are 
hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.Ó  

Then David mustered the men who were with him, and set over them commanders 
of thousands and commanders of hundreds. And David divided the army into three 
groups: one third under the command of Joab, one third under the command of 
Abishai son of Zeruiah, JoabÕs brother, and one third under the command of Ittai 
the Gittite. The king said to the men, ÒI myself will also go out with you.Ó But the 
men said, ÒYou shall not go out. For if we flee, they will not care about us. If half of 
us die, they will not care about us. But you are worth ten thousand of us; therefore 
it is better that you send us help from the city.Ó The king said to them, ÒWhatever 
seems best to you I will do.Ó So the king stood at the side of the gate, while all the 
army marched out by hundreds and by thousands. The king ordered Joab and 
Abishai and Ittai, saying, ÒDeal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.Ó 
And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the commanders 
concerning Absalom.  

So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the 
forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, 
and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle 
spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day 
than the sword.Ó 
 

Judges 17:1-13 -   There was a man in the hill country of Ephraim whose name was 
Micah.  He said to his mother, ÒThe eleven hundred pieces of silver that were taken 
from you, about which you uttered a curse, and even spoke it in my hearing,Ñthat 
silver is in my possession; I took it; but now I will return it to you.Ó And his mother 
said, ÒMay my son be blessed by the LORD!Ó  Then he returned the eleven hundred 
pieces of silver to his mother; and his mother said, ÒI consecrate the silver to the 
LORD from my hand for my son, to make an idol of cast metal.Ó  So when he 
returned the money to his mother, his mother took two hundred pieces of silver, 

and gave it to the silversmith, who made it into an idol of cast metal; and it was in 
the house of Micah.  This man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod and 
teraphim, and installed one of his sons, who became his priest.  In those days there 
was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their own eyes.  

  Now there was a young man of Bethlehem in Judah, of the clan of Judah. He was a 
Levite residing there.  This man left the town of Bethlehem in Judah, to live 
wherever he could find a place. He came to the house of Micah in the hill country of 
Ephraim to carry on his work.  Micah said to him, ÒFrom where do you come?Ó He 
replied, ÒI am a Levite of Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going to live wherever I can 
find a place.Ó  Then Micah said to him, ÒStay with me, and be to me a father and a 
priest, and I will give you ten pieces of silver a year, a set of clothes, and your 
living.Ó  The Levite agreed to stay with the man; and the young man became to him 
like one of his sons.  So Micah installed the Levite, and the young man became his 
priest, and was in the house of Micah.  Then Micah said, ÒNow I know that the 
LORD will prosper me, because the Levite has become my priest.Ó 
 

Acts 22:30-23:11  - Since he wanted to find out what Paul was being accused of by 
the Jews, the next day he released him and ordered the chief priests and the entire 
council to meet. He brought Paul down and had him stand before them.  

While Paul was looking intently at the council he said, ÒBrothers, up to this day I 
have lived my life with a clear conscience before God.Ó Then the high priest 
Ananias ordered those standing near him to strike him on the mouth. At this Paul 
said to him, ÒGod will strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting there to 
judge me according to the law, and yet in violation of the law you order me to be 
struck?Ó Those standing nearby said, ÒDo you dare to insult GodÕs high priest?Ó 
And Paul said, ÒI did not realize, brothers, that he was high priest; for it is written, 
ÔYou shall not speak evil of a leader of your people.ÕÓ  

When Paul noticed that some were Sadducees and others were Pharisees, he called 
out in the council, ÒBrothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am on trial 
concerning the hope of the resurrection of the dead.Ó When he said this, a 
dissension began between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was 
divided. (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, or angel, or spirit; but 
the Pharisees acknowledge all three.) Then a great clamor arose, and certain scribes 
of the PhariseesÕ group stood up and contended, ÒWe find nothing wrong with this 
man. What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?Ó When the dissension became 
violent, the tribune, fearing that they would tear Paul to pieces, ordered the soldiers 
to go down, take him by force, and bring him into the barracks.  

That night the Lord stood near him and said, ÒKeep up your courage! For just as 
you have testified for me in Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also in Rome.ÓÓ 
 

Mark 11:12-26 - On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was 
hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see whether perhaps he 
would find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it 
was not the season for figs. He said to it, ÒMay no one ever eat fruit from you 
again.Ó And his disciples heard it.  

Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out 
those who were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned 
the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves; and he 
would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. He was teaching and 
saying, ÒIs it not written, ÔMy house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 
nationsÕ? But you have made it a den of robbers.Ó And when the chief priests and 
the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; for they were afraid of 
him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. And when evening 
came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.  

In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 
Then Peter remembered and said to him, ÒRabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed 
has withered.Ó Jesus answered them, ÒHave faith in God. Truly I tell you, if you say 
to this mountain, ÔBe taken up and thrown into the sea,Õ and if you do not doubt in 



your heart, but believe that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you. 
So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 
will be yours.  

ÒWhenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that 
your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.Ó 

The Moral Reflections on Job by Pope St Gregory the Great 

Fights without and fears within 

The saints are caught up in a turbulent war of troubles, attacked at the same time by 
force and by persuasion. Patience is their shield against force, and doctrine makes 
the arrows that they shoot against persuasion. 

See the skill with which they prepare themselves for both fights. The perversity 
within, they straighten out and teach and correct. The adversity without, they face 
and endure and suppress. They despise the enemies that come from outside to 
attack them, they resist them and stop them from subverting others. But to the weak 
and feeble citizens within they give compassion, afraid that they might otherwise 
lose the life of righteousness completely. 
Let us look at St Paul, the soldier of GodÕs army, as he fights both enemies: as he 
says, quarrels outside, misgivings inside. He lists the enemies he has to resist: danger from rivers 
and danger from brigands, danger from my own people and danger from pagans, danger in the towns and 
danger in the open country, danger at sea and danger from so-called brothers. He lists the weapons he 
fires against them: I have worked and laboured, often without sleep; I have been hungry and thirsty and 
often starving; I have been in the cold without clothes. 

In the middle of all these battles the armyÕs camp must still be patrolled and 
safeguarded: and, to leave out much more, there is my daily preoccupation: my anxiety for all the 
churches. You see how bravely he takes the war upon himself and how compassionately 
he devotes himself to keeping his neighbours safe. First he lists the evils he suffers, 
then he lists the good things he is giving. 

Let us ponder what a burden it is to endure attacks from outside and at the same 
time to give protection to the weak inside. From without, he suffers attack: he is 
beaten, he is chained. From within, he endures fear: the fear that his sufferings 
might discourage not him, but his disciples. So he writes to them: Let no-one be 
unsettled by the present troubles: as you know, they are bound to come our way. In the middle of his 
own sufferings, it was the downfall of others that he feared: if they saw him being 
beaten because of his faith, they might hold back from professing that faith 
themselves. 

What an immense love he has within him! He neglects what he himself is suffering 
and worries only that his disciples might suffer temptation because of it. He thinks 
nothing of the wounds of his body and he heals the wounds of other peopleÕs hearts. 
This is something characteristic of the righteous. Just because they suffer pain 
themselves it does not stop them caring for the needs of others. They grieve for 
themselves and the adversity they face but they still give the needed teaching to 
others. They are like some great doctor who is struck down by sickness: they endure 
their own wounds while giving healing medicines to their patients. 
  

TUESDAY [120], 121, 122, 123         !        124, 125, 126, [127] 
 

2 Samuel 18:9-18 - Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was 
riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His 
head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while 
the mule that was under him went on. A man saw it, and told Joab, ÒI saw Absalom 
hanging in an oak.Ó Joab said to the man who told him, ÒWhat, you saw him! Why 
then did you not strike him there to the ground? I would have been glad to give you 
ten pieces of silver and a belt.Ó But the man said to Joab, ÒEven if I felt in my hand 

the weight of a thousand pieces of silver, I would not raise my hand against the 
kingÕs son; for in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai, 
saying: For my sake protect the young man Absalom! On the other hand, if I had 
dealt treacherously against his life (and there is nothing hidden from the king), 
then you yourself would have stood aloof.Ó Joab said, ÒI will not waste time like this 
with you.Ó He took three spears in his hand, and thrust them into the heart of 
Absalom, while he was still alive in the oak. And ten young men, JoabÕs armor-
bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed him.  

Then Joab sounded the trumpet, and the troops came back from pursuing Israel, 
for Joab restrained the troops. They took Absalom, threw him into a great pit in the 
forest, and raised over him a very great heap of stones. Meanwhile all the Israelites 
fled to their homes. Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for himself a 
pillar that is in the KingÕs Valley, for he said, ÒI have no son to keep my name in 
remembranceÓ; he called the pillar by his own name. It is called AbsalomÕs 
Monument to this day. 
 

Judges 18:1-15 -   In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the 
tribe of the Danites was seeking for itself a territory to live in; for until then no 
territory among the tribes of Israel had been allotted to them.  So the Danites sent 
five valiant men from the whole number of their clan, from Zorah and from 
Eshtaol, to spy out the land and to explore it; and they said to them, ÒGo, explore 
the land.Ó When they came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, 
they stayed there.  While they were at MicahÕs house, they recognized the voice of the 
young Levite; so they went over and asked him, ÒWho brought you here? What are 
you doing in this place? What is your business here?Ó  He said to them, ÒMicah did 
such and such for me, and he hired me, and I have become his priest.Ó  Then they 
said to him, ÒInquire of God that we may know whether the mission we are 
undertaking will succeed.Ó  The priest replied, ÒGo in peace. The mission you are 
on is under the eye of the LORD.Ó  

  The five men went on, and when they came to Laish, they observed the people who 
were there living securely, after the manner of the Sidonians, quiet and 
unsuspecting, lacking nothing on earth, and possessing wealth. Furthermore, they 
were far from the Sidonians and had no dealings with Aram.  When they came to 
their kinsfolk at Zorah and Eshtaol, they said to them, ÒWhat do you report?Ó  They 
said, ÒCome, let us go up against them; for we have seen the land, and it is very 
good. Will you do nothing? Do not be slow to go, but enter in and possess the land.  
When you go, you will come to an unsuspecting people. The land is broadÑGod has 
indeed given it into your handsÑa place where there is no lack of anything on 
earth.Ó  

  Six hundred men of the Danite clan, armed with weapons of war, set out from 
Zorah and Eshtaol, and went up and encamped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. On this 
account that place is called Mahaneh-dan to this day; it is west of Kiriath-jearim.  
From there they passed on to the hill country of Ephraim, and came to the house of 
Micah.  
  Then the five men who had gone to spy out the land (that is, Laish) said to their 
comrades, ÒDo you know that in these buildings there are an ephod, teraphim, and 
an idol of cast metal? Now therefore consider what you will do.Ó  So they turned in 
that direction and came to the house of the young Levite, at the home of Micah, and 
greeted him. 
 

Acts 23:12-24 - In the morning the Jews joined in a conspiracy and bound 
themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink until they had killed Paul. There 
were more than forty who joined in this conspiracy. They went to the chief priests 
and elders and said, ÒWe have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food 
until we have killed Paul. Now then, you and the council must notify the tribune to 
bring him down to you, on the pretext that you want to make a more thorough 
examination of his case. And we are ready to do away with him before he arrives.Ó  



Now the son of PaulÕs sister heard about the ambush; so he went and gained 
entrance to the barracks and told Paul. Paul called one of the centurions and said, 
ÒTake this young man to the tribune, for he has something to report to him.Ó So he 
took him, brought him to the tribune, and said, ÒThe prisoner Paul called me and 
asked me to bring this young man to you; he has something to tell you.Ó The 
tribune took him by the hand, drew him aside privately, and asked, ÒWhat is it that 
you have to report to me?Ó He answered, ÒThe Jews have agreed to ask you to bring 
Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire more 
thoroughly into his case. But do not be persuaded by them, for more than forty of 
their men are lying in ambush for him. They have bound themselves by an oath 
neither to eat nor drink until they kill him. They are ready now and are waiting for 
your consent.Ó So the tribune dismissed the young man, ordering him, ÒTell no 
one that you have informed me of this.Ó  

Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, ÒGet ready to leave by nine 
oÕclock tonight for Caesarea with two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two 
hundred spearmen. Also provide mounts for Paul to ride, and take him safely to 
Felix the governor.Ó 
 

Mark 11:27-12:12 - Again they came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple, 
the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to himand said, ÒBy what 
authority are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority to do them?Ó 
Jesus said to them, ÒI will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was 
it of human origin? Answer me.Ó They argued with one another, ÒIf we say, ÔFrom 
heaven,Õ he will say, ÔWhy then did you not believe him?Õ But shall we say, ÔOf 
human originÕ?ÓÑthey were afraid of the crowd, for all regarded John as truly a 
prophet. So they answered Jesus, ÒWe do not know.Ó And Jesus said to them, 
ÒNeither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.Ó  

Then he began to speak to them in parables. ÒA man planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to 
tenants and went to another country. When the season came, he sent a slave to the 
tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the vineyard. But they 
seized him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. And again he sent 
another slave to them; this one they beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent 
another, and that one they killed. And so it was with many others; some they beat, 
and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to 
them, saying, ÔThey will respect my son.Õ But those tenants said to one another, 
ÔThis is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.Õ So they 
seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. What then will the owner 
of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to 
others. Have you not read this scripture: ÔThe stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the LordÕs doing, and it is amazing in our eyesÕ?Ó  

When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowd. So they left him and went away. 
 

From the homilies of St Bernard on the glories of the Virgin Mother 

She was prepared by the Most High and prefigured by the patriarchs 

There was only one mode of birth that was worthy of God, and that was to be born 
of a Virgin. Equally, who could come from a Virgin birth except God himself? The 
maker of mankind, if he was to be made man and destined to be born of man, would 
have to choose, to create a mother whom he knew to be worthy of him, who he knew 
would be pleasing to him. 

It was his will that she should be a virgin, so that he could proceed from an 
unstained body, stainless, to purify mankind of its stains. 

It was his will that she should be meek and humble of heart, since he was to become 
the outstanding example of these virtues, so necessary for the health of humanity. 

He granted childbirth to her, having first inspired her vow of virginity and filled 
her with the virtue of humility. 

To put it another way, how could the Angel have addressed her as full of grace if 
any, even a little, of these virtues had been present in her already and not given to 
her by grace? It was given to her to be made holy. She, who was to conceive and give 
birth to the Holy of holies, was made holy in body by the gift of virginity and holy in 
mind by the gift of humility. 

Adorned with the jewels of such virtues and radiant in both mind and body, the 
royal VirginÕs beauty draws the attention of the citizens of heaven itself, and its 
King is filled with desire for her and sends his messenger to her from on high. 

The Angel was sent to the Virgin, it says. A virgin in body and a virgin in mind, a virgin by 
her own choice, a virgin, as the Apostle describes her, holy in mind and body. Not 
someone just now found by chance, but chosen from the beginning of time, 
foreseen and prepared by the Most High, waited upon by the angels, prefigured by 
the patriarchs, preached by the prophets. 
 

WEDNESDAY 119:145-176        !        128, 129, 130 
 

2 Samuel 18:19-23 - Then Ahimaaz son of Zadok said, ÒLet me run, and carry 
tidings to the king that the LORD has delivered him from the power of his 
enemies.Ó Joab said to him, ÒYou are not to carry tidings today; you may carry 
tidings another day, but today you shall not do so, because the kingÕs son is dead.Ó 
Then Joab said to a Cushite, ÒGo, tell the king what you have seen.Ó The Cushite 
bowed before Joab, and ran. Then Ahimaaz son of Zadok said again to Joab, ÒCome 
what may, let me also run after the Cushite.Ó And Joab said, ÒWhy will you run, my 
son, seeing that you have no reward for the tidings?Ó ÒCome what may,Ó he said, ÒI 
will run.Ó So he said to him, ÒRun.Ó Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the Plain, and 
outran the Cushite. 
 

Judges 18:16-31 - While the six hundred men of the Danites, armed with their 
weapons of war, stood by the entrance of the gate, the five men who had gone to spy 
out the land proceeded to enter and take the idol of cast metal, the ephod, and the 
teraphim. The priest was standing by the entrance of the gate with the six hundred 
men armed with weapons of war.  When the men went into MicahÕs house and took 
the idol of cast metal, the ephod, and the teraphim, the priest said to them, ÒWhat 
are you doing?Ó  They said to him, ÒKeep quiet! Put your hand over your mouth, 
and come with us, and be to us a father and a priest. Is it better for you to be priest 
to the house of one person, or to be priest to a tribe and clan in Israel?Ó  Then the 
priest accepted the offer. He took the ephod, the teraphim, and the idol, and went 
along with the people.  

  So they resumed their journey, putting the little ones, the livestock, and the goods 
in front of them.  When they were some distance from the home of Micah, the men 
who were in the houses near MicahÕs house were called out, and they overtook the 
Danites.  They shouted to the Danites, who turned around and said to Micah, 
ÒWhat is the matter that you come with such a company?Ó  He replied, ÒYou take my 
gods that I made, and the priest, and go away, and what have I left? How then can 
you ask me, ÔWhat is the matter?ÕÓ  And the Danites said to him, ÒYou had better 
not let your voice be heard among us or else hot-tempered fellows will attack you, 
and you will lose your life and the lives of your household.Ó  Then the Danites went 
their way. When Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went 
back to his home.  

  The Danites, having taken what Micah had made, and the priest who belonged to 
him, came to Laish, to a people quiet and unsuspecting, put them to the sword, and 
burned down the city.  There was no deliverer, because it was far from Sidon and 
they had no dealings with Aram. It was in the valley that belongs to Beth-rehob. 
They rebuilt the city, and lived in it.  They named the city Dan, after their ancestor 
Dan, who was born to Israel; but the name of the city was formerly Laish.  Then the 



Danites set up the idol for themselves. Jonathan son of Gershom, son of Moses, and 
his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the time the land went into 
captivity.  So they maintained as their own MicahÕs idol that he had made, as long as 
the house of God was at Shiloh. 
 

Acts 23:23-35 - Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, ÒGet ready to 
leave by nine oÕclock tonight for Caesarea with two hundred soldiers, seventy 
horsemen, and two hundred spearmen. Also provide mounts for Paul to ride, and 
take him safely to Felix the governor.Ó He wrote a letter to this effect:  

ÒClaudius Lysias to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. This man was 
seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them, but when I had learned that 
he was a Roman citizen, I came with the guard and rescued him. Since I wanted to 
know the charge for which they accused him, I had him brought to their council. I 
found that he was accused concerning questions of their law, but was charged with 
nothing deserving death or imprisonment. When I was informed that there would 
be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to 
state before you what they have against him.Ó  

So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him during 
the night to Antipatris. The next day they let the horsemen go on with him, while 
they returned to the barracks. When they came to Caesarea and delivered the letter 
to the governor, they presented Paul also before him. On reading the letter, he 
asked what province he belonged to, and when he learned that he was from Cilicia, 
he said, ÒI will give you a hearing when your accusers arrive.Ó Then he ordered that 
he be kept under guard in HerodÕs headquarters. 
 

Mark 12:13-27 - Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap 
him in what he said. And they came and said to him, ÒTeacher, we know that you 
are sincere, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to the emperor, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?Ó But knowing their 
hypocrisy, he said to them, ÒWhy are you putting me to the test? Bring me a 
denarius and let me see it.Ó And they brought one. Then he said to them, ÒWhose 
head is this, and whose title?Ó They answered, ÒThe emperorÕs.Ó Jesus said to them, 
ÒGive to the emperor the things that are the emperorÕs, and to God the things that 
are GodÕs.Ó And they were utterly amazed at him.  

Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him and asked him a 
question, saying, ÒTeacher, Moses wrote for us that Ôif a manÕs brother dies, leaving 
a wife but no child, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 
brother.Õ There were seven brothers; the first married and, when he died, left no 
children; and the second married her and died, leaving no children; and the third 
likewise; none of the seven left children. Last of all the woman herself died. In the 
resurrection whose wife will she be? For the seven had married her.Ó  

Jesus said to them, ÒIs not this the reason you are wrong, that you know neither the 
scriptures nor the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as for the dead 
being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the story about the bush, 
how God said to him, ÔI am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
JacobÕ? He is God not of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong.Ó 
  

THURSDAY 131, 132, [133]        !        134, 135 
 

2 Samuel 19:1-23 - It was told Joab, ÒThe king is weeping and mourning for 
Absalom.Ó So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the troops; for 
the troops heard that day, ÒThe king is grieving for his son.Ó The troops stole into 
the city that day as soldiers steal in who are ashamed when they flee in battle. The 
king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, ÒO my son Absalom, O 
Absalom, my son, my son!Ó Then Joab came into the house to the king, and said, 
ÒToday you have covered with shame the faces of all your officers who have saved 
your life today, and the lives of your sons and your daughters, and the lives of your 

wives and your concubines, for love of those who hate you and for hatred of those 
who love you. You have made it clear today that commanders and officers are 
nothing to you; for I perceive that if Absalom were alive and all of us were dead 
today, then you would be pleased. So go out at once and speak kindly to your 
servants; for I swear by the LORD, if you do not go, not a man will stay with you 
this night; and this will be worse for you than any disaster that has come upon you 
from your youth until now.Ó Then the king got up and took his seat in the gate. The 
troops were all told, ÒSee, the king is sitting in the gateÓ; and all the troops came 
before the king.  

Meanwhile, all the Israelites had fled to their homes. All the people were disputing 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, ÒThe king delivered us from the hand of 
our enemies, and saved us from the hand of the Philistines; and now he has fled out 
of the land because of Absalom. But Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in 
battle. Now therefore why do you say nothing about bringing the king back?Ó  

King David sent this message to the priests Zadok and Abiathar, ÒSay to the elders 
of Judah, ÔWhy should you be the last to bring the king back to his house? The talk 
of all Israel has come to the king. You are my kin, you are my bone and my flesh; 
why then should you be the last to bring back the king?Õ And say to Amasa, ÔAre you 
not my bone and my flesh? So may God do to me, and more, if you are not the 
commander of my army from now on, in place of Joab.ÕÓ Amasa swayed the hearts 
of all the people of Judah as one, and they sent word to the king, ÒReturn, both you 
and all your servants.Ó So the king came back to the Jordan; and Judah came to 
Gilgal to meet the king and to bring him over the Jordan.  

Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite, from Bahurim, hurried to come down with 
the people of Judah to meet King David; with him were a thousand people from 
Benjamin. And Ziba, the servant of the house of Saul, with his fifteen sons and his 
twenty servants, rushed down to the Jordan ahead of the king, while the crossing 
was taking place, to bring over the kingÕs household, and to do his pleasure.  

Shimei son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was about to cross the Jordan, 
and said to the king, ÒMay my lord not hold me guilty or remember how your 
servant did wrong on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem; may the king not bear 
it in mind. For your servant knows that I have sinned; therefore, see, I have come 
this day, the first of all the house of Joseph to come down to meet my lord the 
king.Ó Abishai son of Zeruiah answered, ÒShall not Shimei be put to death for this, 
because he cursed the LORDÕS anointed?Ó But David said, ÒWhat have I to do with 
you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should today become an adversary to me? Shall 
anyone be put to death in Israel this day? For do I not know that I am this day king 
over Israel?Ó The king said to Shimei, ÒYou shall not die.Ó And the king gave him 
his oath. 
 

Job 1:1-22 -   There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That 
man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.  
There were born to him seven sons and three daughters.  He had seven thousand 
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys, 
and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the 
east.  His sons used to go and hold feasts in one anotherÕs houses in turn; and they 
would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  And when the 
feast days had run their course, Job would send and sanctify them, and he would 
rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of 
them all; for Job said, ÒIt may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in 
their hearts.Ó This is what Job always did.  

  One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came among them.  The LORD said to Satan, ÒWhere have you come 
from?Ó Satan answered the LORD, ÒFrom going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking up and down on it.Ó  The LORD said to Satan, ÒHave you considered my 
servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man 
who fears God and turns away from evil.Ó  Then Satan answered the LORD, ÒDoes 
Job fear God for nothing?  Have you not put a fence around him and his house and 



all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his 
possessions have increased in the land.  But stretch out your hand now, and touch 
all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.Ó  The LORD said to Satan, ÒVery 
well, all that he has is in your power; only do not stretch out your hand against 
him!Ó So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.  

  One day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the eldest 
brotherÕs house, a messenger came to Job and said, ÒThe oxen were plowing and the 
donkeys were feeding beside them, and the Sabeans fell on them and carried them 
off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I alone have escaped to tell 
you.Ó  While he was still speaking, another came and said, ÒThe fire of God fell 
from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed them; I 
alone have escaped to tell you.Ó  While he was still speaking, another came and said, 
ÒThe Chaldeans formed three columns, made a raid on the camels and carried them 
off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I alone have escaped to tell 
you.Ó  While he was still speaking, another came and said, ÒYour sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brotherÕs house, and suddenly a great 
wind came across the desert, struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the 
young people, and they are dead; I alone have escaped to tell you.Ó  

  Then Job arose, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell on the ground and 
worshiped.  He said, ÒNaked I came from my motherÕs womb, and naked shall I 
return there; the LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name 
of the LORD.Ó  

  In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong-doing. 
 

Acts 24:1-23 - Five days later the high priest Ananias came down with some elders 
and an attorney, a certain Tertullus, and they reported their case against Paul to the 
governor. When Paul had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying:  

ÒYour Excellency, because of you we have long enjoyed peace, and reforms have 
been made for this people because of your foresight. We welcome this in every way 
and everywhere with utmost gratitude. But, to detain you no further, I beg you to 
hear us briefly with your customary graciousness. We have, in fact, found this man a 
pestilent fellow, an agitator among all the Jews throughout the world, and a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. He even tried to profane the temple, and so 
we seized him. By examining him yourself you will be able to learn from him 
concerning everything of which we accuse him.Ó  

The Jews also joined in the charge by asserting that all this was true.  

When the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul replied:  

ÒI cheerfully make my defense, knowing that for many years you have been a judge 
over this nation. As you can find out, it is not more than twelve days since I went up 
to worship in Jerusalem. They did not find me disputing with anyone in the temple 
or stirring up a crowd either in the synagogues or throughout the city. Neither can 
they prove to you the charge that they now bring against me. But this I admit to you, 
that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our 
ancestors, believing everything laid down according to the law or written in the 
prophets. I have a hope in GodÑa hope that they themselves also acceptÑthat there 
will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous. Therefore I do my 
best always to have a clear conscience toward God and all people. Now after some 
years I came to bring alms to my nation and to offer sacrifices. While I was doing 
this, they found me in the temple, completing the rite of purification, without any 
crowd or disturbance. But there were some Jews from AsiaÑthey ought to be here 
before you to make an accusation, if they have anything against me. Or let these 
men here tell what crime they had found when I stood before the council, unless it 
was this one sentence that I called out while standing before them, ÔIt is about the 
resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.ÕÓ  

But Felix, who was rather well informed about the Way, adjourned the hearing with 
the comment, ÒWhen Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.Ó Then 
he ordered the centurion to keep him in custody, but to let him have some liberty 
and not to prevent any of his friends from taking care of his needs. 

 

Mark 12:28-34 - One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one 
another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, ÒWhich 
commandment is the first of all?Ó Jesus answered, ÒThe first is, ÔHear, O Israel: the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.Õ 
The second is this, ÔYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.Õ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.Ó Then the scribe said to him, ÒYou are right, 
Teacher; you have truly said that Ôhe is one, and besides him there is no otherÕ; and 
Ôto love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
strength,Õ and Ôto love oneÕs neighbor as oneself,ÕÑthis is much more important 
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.Ó When Jesus saw that he answered 
wisely, he said to him, ÒYou are not far from the kingdom of God.Ó After that no 
one dared to ask him any question.  

FRIDAY 140, 142        !        141, 143:1-11(12) 
 

2 Samuel 19:24-43 - Mephibosheth grandson of Saul came down to meet the king; 
he had not taken care of his feet, or trimmed his beard, or washed his clothes, from 
the day the king left until the day he came back in safety. When he came from 
Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said to him, ÒWhy did you not go with me, 
Mephibosheth?Ó He answered, ÒMy lord, O king, my servant deceived me; for your 
servant said to him, ÔSaddle a donkey for me, so that I may ride on it and go with 
the king.Õ For your servant is lame. He has slandered your servant to my lord the 
king. But my lord the king is like the angel of God; do therefore what seems good to 
you. For all my fatherÕs house were doomed to death before my lord the king; but 
you set your servant among those who eat at your table. What further right have I, 
then, to appeal to the king?Ó The king said to him, ÒWhy speak any more of your 
affairs? I have decided: you and Ziba shall divide the land.Ó Mephibosheth said to 
the king, ÒLet him take it all, since my lord the king has arrived home safely.Ó  

Now Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim; he went on with the king 
to the Jordan, to escort him over the Jordan. Barzillai was a very aged man, eighty 
years old. He had provided the king with food while he stayed at Mahanaim, for he 
was a very wealthy man. The king said to Barzillai, ÒCome over with me, and I will 
provide for you in Jerusalem at my side.Ó But Barzillai said to the king, ÒHow many 
years have I still to live, that I should go up with the king to Jerusalem? Today I am 
eighty years old; can I discern what is pleasant and what is not? Can your servant 
taste what he eats or what he drinks? Can I still listen to the voice of singing men 
and singing women? Why then should your servant be an added burden to my lord 
the king? Your servant will go a little way over the Jordan with the king. Why should 
the king recompense me with such a reward? Please let your servant return, so that I 
may die in my own town, near the graves of my father and my mother. But here is 
your servant Chimham; let him go over with my lord the king; and do for him 
whatever seems good to you.Ó The king answered, ÒChimham shall go over with me, 
and I will do for him whatever seems good to you; and all that you desire of me I 
will do for you.Ó Then all the people crossed over the Jordan, and the king crossed 
over; the king kissed Barzillai and blessed him, and he returned to his own home. 
The king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him; all the people of 
Judah, and also half the people of Israel, brought the king on his way.  

Then all the people of Israel came to the king, and said to him, ÒWhy have our 
kindred the people of Judah stolen you away, and brought the king and his 
household over the Jordan, and all DavidÕs men with him?Ó All the people of Judah 
answered the people of Israel, ÒBecause the king is near of kin to us. Why then are 
you angry over this matter? Have we eaten at all at the kingÕs expense? Or has he 
given us any gift?Ó But the people of Israel answered the people of Judah, ÒWe have 
ten shares in the king, and in David also we have more than you. Why then did you 
despise us? Were we not the first to speak of bringing back our king?Ó But the 
words of the people of Judah were fiercer than the words of the people of Israel. 
 



Job 2:1-13 -   One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the 
LORD, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD.  The 
LORD said to Satan, ÒWhere have you come from?Ó Satan answered the LORD, 
ÒFrom going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.Ó  The 
LORD said to Satan, ÒHave you considered my servant Job? There is no one like 
him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from 
evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to 
destroy him for no reason.Ó  Then Satan answered the LORD, ÒSkin for skin! All 
that people have they will give to save their lives.  But stretch out your hand now and 
touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.Ó  The LORD said to 
Satan, ÒVery well, he is in your power; only spare his life.Ó  

  So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and inflicted loathsome sores 
on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.  Job took a potsherd with 
which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes.  

  Then his wife said to him, ÒDo you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and 
die.Ó  But he said to her, ÒYou speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we 
receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?Ó In all this Job did 
not sin with his lips.  

  Now when JobÕs three friends heard of all these troubles that had come upon him, 
each of them set out from his homeÑEliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and 
Zophar the Naamathite. They met together to go and console and comfort him.  
When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him, and they raised 
their voices and wept aloud; they tore their robes and threw dust in the air upon 
their heads.  They sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no 
one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great. 
 

Acts 24:24-25:12 - Some days later when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who 
was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him speak concerning faith in Christ Jesus. 
And as he discussed justice, self-control, and the coming judgment, Felix became 
frightened and said, ÒGo away for the present; when I have an opportunity, I will 
send for you.Ó At the same time he hoped that money would be given him by Paul, 
and for that reason he used to send for him very often and converse with him.  

After two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and since he 
wanted to grant the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.  

Three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up from Caesarea to 
Jerusalemwhere the chief priests and the leaders of the Jews gave him a report 
against Paul. They appealed to himand requested, as a favor to them against Paul, to 
have him transferred to Jerusalem. They were, in fact, planning an ambush to kill 
him along the way. Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea, and that he 
himself intended to go there shortly. ÒSo,Ó he said, Òlet those of you who have the 
authority come down with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let 
them accuse him.Ó  

After he had stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he went down to 
Caesarea; the next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be 
brought. When he arrived, the Jews who had gone down from Jerusalem 
surrounded him, bringing many serious charges against him, which they could not 
prove. Paul said in his defense, ÒI have in no way committed an offense against the 
law of the Jews, or against the temple, or against the emperor.Ó But Festus, wishing 
to do the Jews a favor, asked Paul, ÒDo you wish to go up to Jerusalem and be tried 
there before me on these charges?Ó Paul said, ÒI am appealing to the emperorÕs 
tribunal; this is where I should be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you 
very well know. Now if I am in the wrong and have committed something for which 
I deserve to die, I am not trying to escape death; but if there is nothing to their 
charges against me, no one can turn me over to them. I appeal to the emperor.Ó 
Then Festus, after he had conferred with his council, replied, ÒYou have appealed 
to the emperor; to the emperor you will go.Ó 
 

Mark 12:35-44 - While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, ÒHow can the 
scribes say that the Messiah is the son of David? David himself, by the Holy Spirit, 
declared, ÔThe Lord said to my Lord, ÒSit at my right hand, until I put your 
enemies under your feet.Ó Õ David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his 
son?Ó And the large crowd was listening to him with delight.  

As he taught, he said, ÒBeware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, 
and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the 
synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They devour widowsÕ houses and for 
the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater 
condemnation.Ó  

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two 
small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said 
to them, ÒTruly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to 
live on.Ó 
  

SATURDAY 137:1-6(7-9), 144        !        104 
 

2 Samuel 23:1-7, 13-17  - Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of 
David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the man whom God exalted, the anointed of the 
God of Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of Israel:    
The spirit of the LORD speaks through me, his word is upon my tongue. The God 
of Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me: One who rules over people 
justly, ruling in the fear of God, is like the light of morning, like the sun rising on a 
cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.    
Is not my house like this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things and secure. Will he not cause to prosper all my help 
and my desire? But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; for they 
cannot be picked up with the hand; to touch them one uses an iron bar or the shaft 
of a spear. And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot.  

Towards the beginning of harvest three of the thirty chiefs went down to join David 
at the cave of Adullam, while a band of Philistines was encamped in the valley of 
Rephaim. David was then in the stronghold; and the garrison of the Philistines was 
then at Bethlehem. David said longingly, ÒO that someone would give me water to 
drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate!Ó Then the three warriors broke 
through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was 
by the gate, and brought it to David. But he would not drink of it; he poured it out 
to the LORD, for he said, ÒThe LORD forbid that I should do this. Can I drink the 
blood of the men who went at the risk of their lives?Ó Therefore he would not drink 
it. The three warriors did these things. 
 

Job 3:1-26 -   After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.  Job 
said:  
 ÒLet the day perish in which I was born,  and the night that said,  ÔA man-child is 
conceived.Õ  

 Let that day be darkness!   May God above not seek it,  or light shine on it.  
 Let gloom and deep darkness claim it.   Let clouds settle upon it;   let the blackness 
of the day terrify it.  

 That nightÑlet thick darkness seize it!   let it not rejoice among the days of the year;   
let it not come into the number of the months.  

 Yes, let that night be barren;   let no joyful cry be heard in it.  
 Let those curse it who curse the Sea,  those who are skilled to rouse up Leviathan.  

 Let the stars of its dawn be dark;   let it hope for light, but have none;   may it not 
see the eyelids of the morningÑ  
 because it did not shut the doors of my motherÕs womb,  and hide trouble from my 
eyes.    



    ÒWhy did I not die at birth,  come forth from the womb and expire?  

 Why were there knees to receive me,  or breasts for me to suck?  

 Now I would be lying down and quiet;   I would be asleep; then I would be at rest 

 with kings and counselors of the earth   who rebuild ruins for themselves,  

 or with princes who have gold,  who fill their houses with silver.  

 Or why was I not buried like a stillborn child,  like an infant that never sees the 
light?  
 There the wicked cease from troubling,  and there the weary are at rest.  

 There the prisoners are at ease together;   they do not hear the voice of the 
taskmaster.  

 The small and the great are there,  and the slaves are free from their masters.    
    ÒWhy is light given to one in misery,  and life to the bitter in soul,  

 who long for death, but it does not come,  and dig for it more than for hidden 
treasures;  

 who rejoice exceedingly,  and are glad when they find the grave?  

 Why is light given to one who cannot see the way,  whom God has fenced in?  

 For my sighing comes like my bread,  and my groanings are poured out like water.  

 Truly the thing that I fear comes upon me,  and what I dread befalls me.  

 I am not at ease, nor am I quiet;   I have no rest; but trouble comes.Ó 
 

Acts 25:13-27 - After several days had passed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at 
Caesarea to welcome Festus. Since they were staying there several days, Festus laid 
PaulÕs case before the king, saying, ÒThere is a man here who was left in prison by 
Felix. When I was in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews 
informed me about him and asked for a sentence against him. I told them that it was 
not the custom of the Romans to hand over anyone before the accused had met the 
accusers face to face and had been given an opportunity to make a defense against 
the charge. So when they met here, I lost no time, but on the next day took my seat 
on the tribunal and ordered the man to be brought. When the accusers stood up, 
they did not charge him with any of the crimes that I was expecting. Instead they had 
certain points of disagreement with him about their own religion and about a 
certain Jesus, who had died, but whom Paul asserted to be alive. Since I was at a loss 
how to investigate these questions, I asked whether he wished to go to Jerusalem and 
be tried there on these charges. But when Paul had appealed to be kept in custody 
for the decision of his Imperial Majesty, I ordered him to be held until I could send 
him to the emperor.Ó Agrippa said to Festus, ÒI would like to hear the man myself.Ó 
ÒTomorrow,Ó he said, Òyou will hear him.Ó  

So on the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they entered the 
audience hall with the military tribunes and the prominent men of the city. Then 
Festus gave the order and Paul was brought in. And Festus said, ÒKing Agrippa and 
all here present with us, you see this man about whom the whole Jewish community 
petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, shouting that he ought not to live any 
longer. But I found that he had done nothing deserving death; and when he 
appealed to his Imperial Majesty, I decided to send him. But I have nothing definite 
to write to our sovereign about him. Therefore I have brought him before all of 
you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that, after we have examined him, 
I may have something to writeÑ for it seems to me unreasonable to send a prisoner 
without indicating the charges against him.ÓÓ 
 

Mark 13:1-13 - As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, 
ÒLook, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!Ó Then Jesus asked him, 
ÒDo you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all 
will be thrown down.Ó  

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew asked him privately, ÒTell us, when will this be, and what will be 
the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?Ó Then Jesus began to say 
to them, ÒBeware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, 
ÔI am he!Õ and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of 

wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be 
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the 
birthpangs.  
ÒAs for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be 
beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me, 
as a testimony to them. And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations. 
When they bring you to trial and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about 
what you are to say; but say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you who 
speak, but the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you 
will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved.Ó 
 

St Ambrose on Psalm 48 

Through his blood Christ reconciled the world to God 

When Christ reconciled the world to God he himself was certainly not in need of 
reconciliation. What sin could he do penance for, when he had no sin in him? 
Moreover, when the Jews were asking for the half-shekel, the offering given for sin 
according to the Law, he said to Peter: ÔSimon, what is your opinion? From whom do the kings of 
the earth take toll or tribute? From their sons or from foreigners?Õ And when Peter replied, ÔFrom 
foreignersÕ, Jesus said, ÔWell then, the sons are exempt. However, so as not to offend these people, go to the 
lake and cast a hook; take the first fish that bites, open its mouth and there you will find a shekel; take it and 
give it to them for me and for you.Õ 

He showed that he does not owe an offering for any sin of his own, for he was not a 
slave of sin: the Son of God was free from all fault. For the son gives freedom; it is 
the slave who is guilty. So Jesus is completely free, and he does not make payment to 
redeem his soul. The price of his blood was more than enough to redeem all the 
sins of the entire world. It is right that he who owes nothing for himself should be 
able to give freedom to others. 

Let me say more. Christ owes nothing for his own redemption and owes nothing as 
propitiation for sin. But more than that, if you consider any one of us then you will 
see that none of us owes anything as a propitiatory offering, because Christ himself 
is that offering, the offering for all and the redemption of all. 

What manÕs blood now has the power to redeem him, when Christ has shed his own 
blood for the redemption of all? Is there anyone whose blood could be compared to 
ChristÕs? Or what man is so powerful that his could make an offering of 
propitiation greater than the offering that Christ made of himself when he alone 
reconciled the world to God by his blood? What greater sacrificial victim can there 
be, what superior sacrifice, what better advocate could there be than Christ, who 
became the atonement for the sins of all, who gave his life for our redemption? 

Individual propitiation, individual redemption is not needed, because the blood of 
Christ is the price of all. By that blood the Lord Jesus redeemed us, and he alone 
has reconciled us to the Father. He laboured at this to the end, for he took our own 
burdens on himself when he said, Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I 
will give you rest. 

 



PROPER 16       Week of the Sunday closest to August 24 
 

SUNDAY 146, 147        111, 112, 113 
 

2 Samuel 24:1-2,10-25 -   Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, 
and he incited David against them, saying, ÒGo, count the people of Israel and 
Judah.Ó  So the king said to Joab and the commanders of the army, who were with 
him, ÒGo through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba, and take a 
census of the people, so that I may know how many there are.Ó  

  But afterward, David was stricken to the heart because he had numbered the 
people. David said to the LORD, ÒI have sinned greatly in what I have done. But 
now, O LORD, I pray you, take away the guilt of your servant; for I have done very 
foolishly.Ó  When David rose in the morning, the word of the LORD came to the 
prophet Gad, DavidÕs seer, saying,  ÒGo and say to David: Thus says the LORD: 
Three things I offer you; choose one of them, and I will do it to you.Ó  So Gad came 
to David and told him; he asked him, ÒShall three years of famine come to you on 
your land? Or will you flee three months before your foes while they pursue you? 
Or shall there be three daysÕ pestilence in your land? Now consider, and decide 
what answer I shall return to the one who sent me.Ó  Then David said to Gad, ÒI am 
in great distress; let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but 
let me not fall into human hands.Ó  

  So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from that morning until the appointed 
time; and seventy thousand of the people died, from Dan to Beer-sheba.  But when 
the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented 
concerning the evil, and said to the angel who was bringing destruction among the 
people, ÒIt is enough; now stay your hand.Ó The angel of the LORD was then by the 
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.  When David saw the angel who was 
destroying the people, he said to the LORD, ÒI alone have sinned, and I alone have 
done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let your hand, I pray, be 
against me and against my fatherÕs house.Ó  

  That day Gad came to David and said to him, ÒGo up and erect an altar to the 
LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.Ó  Following GadÕs 
instructions, David went up, as the LORD had commanded.  When Araunah looked 
down, he saw the king and his servants coming toward him; and Araunah went out 
and prostrated himself before the king with his face to the ground.  Araunah said, 
ÒWhy has my lord the king come to his servant?Ó David said, ÒTo buy the threshing 
floor from you in order to build an altar to the LORD, so that the plague may be 
averted from the people.Ó  Then Araunah said to David, ÒLet my lord the king take 
and offer up what seems good to him; here are the oxen for the burnt offering, and 
the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood.  All this, O king, 
Araunah gives to the king.Ó And Araunah said to the king, ÒMay the LORD your 
God respond favorably to you.Ó  

  But the king said to Araunah, ÒNo, but I will buy them from you for a price; I will 
not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me nothing.Ó So David 
bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.  David built there 
an altar to the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being. So 
the LORD answered his supplication for the land, and the plague was averted from 
Israel. 
 
Job 4:1-6,12-21 -   Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:  

 ÒIf one ventures a word with you, will you be offended?   But who can keep from 
speaking?  

 See, you have instructed many;   you have strengthened the weak hands.  
 Your words have supported those who were stumbling,   and you have made firm 
the feeble knees.  

 But now it has come to you, and you are impatient;   it touches you, and you are 
dismayed.  

 Is not your fear of God your confidence,   and the integrity of your ways your 
hope?    
    ÒNow a word came stealing to me,   my ear received the whisper of it.  

 Amid thoughts from visions of the night,   when deep sleep falls on mortals,  

 dread came upon me, and trembling,   which made all my bones shake.  

 A spirit glided past my face;   the hair of my flesh bristled.  

 It stood still,   but I could not discern its appearance.  A form was before my eyes;   
there was silence, then I heard a voice:  

 ÔCan mortals be righteous before God?   Can human beings be pure before their 
Maker?  
 Even in his servants he puts no trust,   and his angels he charges with error;  

 how much more those who live in houses of clay,   whose foundation is in the dust,   
who are crushed like a moth.  

 Between morning and evening they are destroyed;   they perish forever without any 
regarding it.  
 Their tent-cord is plucked up within them,   and they die devoid of wisdom.Õ   
 

Gal. 3:23-4:7 -   Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under 
the law until faith would be revealed.  Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until 
Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,  for in Christ Jesus you are all children of 
God through faith.  As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ.  There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  And 
if you belong to Christ, then you are AbrahamÕs offspring, heirs according to the 
promise.  
  My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than slaves, though 
they are the owners of all the property;  but they remain under guardians and 
trustees until the date set by the father.  So with us; while we were minors, we were 
enslaved to the elemental spirits of the world.  But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,  in order to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.  And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
ÒAbba! Father!Ó  So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 
 

John 8:12-20 -   Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ÒI am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.Ó  
Then the Pharisees said to him, ÒYou are testifying on your own behalf; your 
testimony is not valid.Ó  Jesus answered, ÒEven if I testify on my own behalf, my 
testimony is valid because I know where I have come from and where I am going, 
but you do not know where I come from or where I am going.  You judge by human 
standards; I judge no one.  Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is valid; for it is not 
I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me.  In your law it is written that 
the testimony of two witnesses is valid.  I testify on my own behalf, and the Father 
who sent me testifies on my behalf.Ó  Then they said to him, ÒWhere is your 
Father?Ó Jesus answered, ÒYou know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, 
you would know my Father also.Ó  He spoke these words while he was teaching in 
the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet 
come.  

From the pastoral constitution on the Church in the modern world of the 
Second Vatican Council 

The foreshadowing of the new age 

We do not know the time when earth and humanity will reach their completion, nor 
do we know the way in which the universe will be transformed. The world as we see 
it, disfigured by sin, is passing away. But we are sure that God is preparing a new 



dwelling place and a new earth. In this new earth righteousness is to make its home, 
and happiness will satisfy, and more than satisfy, all the yearnings for peace that 
arise in human hearts. On that day, when death is conquered, the sons of God will 
be raised up in Christ; what was sown as something weak and perishable will be 
clothed in incorruption. Love and the fruits of love will remain, and the whole of 
creation, made by God for man, will be set free from the frustration that enslaves it. 

We are warned indeed that a man gains nothing if he wins the whole world at the 
cost of himself. Yet our hope in a new earth should not weaken, but rather 
stimulate our concern for developing this earth, for on it there is growing up the 
body of a new human family, a body even now able to provide some foreshadowing 
of the new age. Hence, though earthly progress is to be carefully distinguished from 
the growth of ChristÕs kingdom, yet in so far as it can help toward the better 
ordering of human society it is of great importance to the kingdom of God. 

The blessings of human dignity, brotherly communion and freedom Ð all the good 
fruits on earth of manÕs co-operation with nature in the Spirit of the Lord and 
according to his command Ð will be found again in the world to come, but purified 
of all stain, resplendent and transfigured, when Christ hands over to the Father an 
eternal and everlasting kingdom: Òa kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of 
holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love and peace.Ó On this earth the 
kingdom is already present in sign; when the Lord comes it will reach its 
completion. 
 

MONDAY 1, 2, 3        !        4, 7 
 

1 Kings 1:5-31 -   Now Adonijah son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, ÒI will be 
kingÓ; he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before 
him.  His father had never at any time displeased him by asking, ÒWhy have you 
done thus and so?Ó He was also a very handsome man, and he was born next after 
Absalom.  He conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with the priest Abiathar, and 
they supported Adonijah.  But the priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and 
the prophet Nathan, and Shimei, and Rei, and DavidÕs own warriors did not side 
with Adonijah.  
  Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fatted cattle by the stone Zoheleth, which is 
beside En-rogel, and he invited all his brothers, the kingÕs sons, and all the royal 
officials of Judah,  but he did not invite the prophet Nathan or Benaiah or the 
warriors or his brother Solomon.  

  Then Nathan said to Bathsheba, SolomonÕs mother, ÒHave you not heard that 
Adonijah son of Haggith has become king and our lord David does not know it?  
Now therefore come, let me give you advice, so that you may save your own life and 
the life of your son Solomon.  Go in at once to King David, and say to him, ÔDid 
you not, my lord the king, swear to your servant, saying: Your son Solomon shall 
succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne? Why then is Adonijah king?Õ  
Then while you are still there speaking with the king, I will come in after you and 
confirm your words.Ó  

  So Bathsheba went to the king in his room. The king was very old; Abishag the 
Shunammite was attending the king.  Bathsheba bowed and did obeisance to the 
king, and the king said, ÒWhat do you wish?Ó  She said to him, ÒMy lord, you swore 
to your servant by the LORD your God, saying: Your son Solomon shall succeed me 
as king, and he shall sit on my throne.  But now suddenly Adonijah has become 
king, though you, my lord the king, do not know it.  He has sacrificed oxen, fatted 
cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the children of the king, the 
priest Abiathar, and Joab the commander of the army; but your servant Solomon he 
has not invited.  But you, my lord the kingÑthe eyes of all Israel are on you to tell 
them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.  Otherwise it will 
come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his ancestors, that my son Solomon 
and I will be counted offenders.Ó  

  While she was still speaking with the king, the prophet Nathan came in.  The king 
was told, ÒHere is the prophet Nathan.Ó When he came in before the king, he did 
obeisance to the king, with his face to the ground.  Nathan said, ÒMy lord the king, 
have you said, ÔAdonijah shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throneÕ?  
For today he has gone down and has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in 
abundance, and has invited all the kingÕs children, Joab the commander of the 
army, and the priest Abiathar, who are now eating and drinking before him, and 
saying, ÔLong live King Adonijah!Õ  But he did not invite me, your servant, and the 
priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon.  Has this 
thing been brought about by my lord the king and you have not let your servants 
know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?Ó  

  King David answered, ÒSummon Bathsheba to me.Ó So she came into the kingÕs 
presence, and stood before the king.  The king swore, saying, ÒAs the LORD lives, 
who has saved my life from every adversity,  as I swore to you by the LORD, the God 
of Israel, ÔYour son Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my 
throne in my place,Õ so will I do this day.Ó  Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to 
the ground, and did obeisance to the king, and said, ÒMay my lord King David live 
forever!Ó 
 

Job 4:1,5:1-11,17-21,26-27 -   Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:  

    ÒCall now; is there anyone who will answer you?   To which of the holy ones will 
you turn?  
 Surely vexation kills the fool,   and jealousy slays the simple.  

 I have seen fools taking root,   but suddenly I cursed their dwelling.  

 Their children are far from safety,   they are crushed in the gate,   and there is no 
one to deliver them.  

 The hungry eat their harvest,   and they take it even out of the thorns;   and the 
thirsty pant after their wealth.  

 For misery does not come from the earth,   nor does trouble sprout from the 
ground;  
 but human beings are born to trouble   just as sparks fly upward.    
    ÒAs for me, I would seek God,   and to God I would commit my cause.  

 He does great things and unsearchable,   marvelous things without number.  

 He gives rain on the earth   and sends waters on the fields;  

 he sets on high those who are lowly,   and those who mourn are lifted to safety.  

    ÒHow happy is the one whom God reproves;   therefore do not despise the 
discipline of the Almighty.  

 For he wounds, but he binds up;   he strikes, but his hands heal.  

 He will deliver you from six troubles;   in seven no harm shall touch you.  

 In famine he will redeem you from death,   and in war from the power of the 
sword.  
 You shall be hidden from the scourge of the tongue,   and shall not fear destruction 
when it comes.  

 You shall come to your grave in ripe old age,   as a shock of grain comes up to the 
threshing floor in its season.  

 See, we have searched this out; it is true.   Hear, and know it for yourself.Ó 
 

Acts 26:1-23 -   Agrippa said to Paul, ÒYou have permission to speak for yourself.Ó 
Then Paul stretched out his hand and began to defend himself:  

  ÒI consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am to make my 
defense today against all the accusations of the Jews,  because you are especially 
familiar with all the customs and controversies of the Jews; therefore I beg of you to 
listen to me patiently.  

  ÒAll the Jews know my way of life from my youth, a life spent from the beginning 
among my own people and in Jerusalem.  They have known for a long time, if they 
are willing to testify, that I have belonged to the strictest sect of our religion and 
lived as a Pharisee.  And now I stand here on trial on account of my hope in the 
promise made by God to our ancestors,  a promise that our twelve tribes hope to 



attain, as they earnestly worship day and night. It is for this hope, your Excellency, 
that I am accused by Jews!  Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises 
the dead?  

  ÒIndeed, I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things against the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth.  And that is what I did in Jerusalem; with authority received from 
the chief priests, I not only locked up many of the saints in prison, but I also cast 
my vote against them when they were being condemned to death.  By punishing 
them often in all the synagogues I tried to force them to blaspheme; and since I was 
so furiously enraged at them, I pursued them even to foreign cities.  

  ÒWith this in mind, I was traveling to Damascus with the authority and commission 
of the chief priests,  when at midday along the road, your Excellency, I saw a light 
from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and my companions.  
When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew 
language, ÔSaul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the 
goads.Õ  I asked, ÔWho are you, Lord?Õ The Lord answered, ÔI am Jesus whom you 
are persecuting.  But get up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for 
this purpose, to appoint you to serve and testify to the things in which you have seen 
me and to those in which I will appear to you.  I will rescue you from your people 
and from the GentilesÑto whom I am sending you to open their eyes so that they 
may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith 
in me.Õ  

  ÒAfter that, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,  but 
declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout the 
countryside of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to 
God and do deeds consistent with repentance.  For this reason the Jews seized me 
in the temple and tried to kill me.  To this day I have had help from God, and so I 
stand here, testifying to both small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets 
and Moses said would take place:  that the Messiah must suffer, and that, by being 
the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and to 
the Gentiles.Ó 
 

Mark 13:14-27 -   ÒBut when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought 
not to be (let the reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the 
mountains;  the one on the housetop must not go down or enter the house to take 
anything away;  the one in the field must not turn back to get a coat.  Woe to those 
who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days!  Pray that it 
may not be in winter.  For in those days there will be suffering, such as has not been 
from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, no, and never will 
be.  And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would be saved; but for 
the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he has cut short those days.  And if anyone says 
to you at that time, ÔLook! Here is the Messiah!Õ or ÔLook! There he is!ÕÑdo not 
believe it.  False messiahs and false prophets will appear and produce signs and 
omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect.  But be alert; I have already told you 
everything.  
 ÒBut in those days, after that suffering,  the sun will be darkened,   and the moon 
will not give its light,  

 and the stars will be falling from heaven,   and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken.  
Then they will see Ôthe Son of Man coming in cloudsÕ with great power and glory.  
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  

TUESDAY 5, 6        !        10, 11 
 

1 Kings 1:38-2:4 -   So the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites, went down and had Solomon ride 
on King DavidÕs mule, and led him to Gihon.  There the priest Zadok took the 

horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and 
all the people said, ÒLong live King Solomon!Ó  And all the people went up 
following him, playing on pipes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth 
quaked at their noise.  
  Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished feasting. 
When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, ÒWhy is the city in an uproar?Ó  
While he was still speaking, Jonathan son of the priest Abiathar arrived. Adonijah 
said, ÒCome in, for you are a worthy man and surely you bring good news.Ó  
Jonathan answered Adonijah, ÒNo, for our lord King David has made Solomon 
king;  the king has sent with him the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and 
Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and they had him 
ride on the kingÕs mule;  the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan have anointed 
him king at Gihon; and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in 
an uproar. This is the noise that you heard.  Solomon now sits on the royal throne.  
Moreover the kingÕs servants came to congratulate our lord King David, saying, 
ÔMay God make the name of Solomon more famous than yours, and make his 
throne greater than your throne.Õ The king bowed in worship on the bed and went 
on to pray thus, ÔBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who today has granted 
one of my offspring to sit on my throne and permitted me to witness it.ÕÓ  

  Then all the guests of Adonijah got up trembling and went their own ways.  
Adonijah, fearing Solomon, got up and went to grasp the horns of the altar.  
Solomon was informed, ÒAdonijah is afraid of King Solomon; see, he has laid hold 
of the horns of the altar, saying, ÔLet King Solomon swear to me first that he will 
not kill his servant with the sword.ÕÓ  So Solomon responded, ÒIf he proves to be a 
worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the ground; but if wickedness is found 
in him, he shall die.Ó  Then King Solomon sent to have him brought down from 
the altar. He came to do obeisance to King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, 
ÒGo home.Ó  

  When DavidÕs time to die drew near, he charged his son Solomon, saying:  ÒI am 
about to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, be courageous,  and keep the charge 
of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his 
commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of 
Moses, so that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn.  Then the 
LORD will establish his word that he spoke concerning me: ÔIf your heirs take heed 
to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their 
soul, there shall not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.Õ 
 

Job 6:1-4,8-15,21 -   Then Job answered:  

 ÒO that my vexation were weighed,   and all my calamity laid in the balances!  

 For then it would be heavier than the sand of the sea;   therefore my words have 
been rash.  

 For the arrows of the Almighty are in me;   my spirit drinks their poison;   the 
terrors of God are arrayed against me.  

    ÒO that I might have my request,   and that God would grant my desire;  

 that it would please God to crush me,   that he would let loose his hand and cut me 
off!  

 This would be my consolation;   I would even exult in unrelenting pain;   for I have 
not denied the words of the Holy One.  

 What is my strength, that I should wait?   And what is my end, that I should be 
patient?  
 Is my strength the strength of stones,   or is my flesh bronze?  

 In truth I have no help in me,   and any resource is driven from me.    
    ÒThose who withhold kindness from a friend   forsake the fear of the Almighty.  

 My companions are treacherous like a torrent-bed,   like freshets that pass away,  

 Such you have now become to me;   you see my calamity, and are afraid. 
 

Acts 26:24-27:8 -   While he was making this defense, Festus exclaimed, ÒYou are 
out of your mind, Paul! Too much learning is driving you insane!Ó  But Paul said, 



ÒI am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I am speaking the sober truth.  
Indeed the king knows about these things, and to him I speak freely; for I am 
certain that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this was not done in a 
corner.  King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.Ó  
Agrippa said to Paul, ÒAre you so quickly persuading me to become a Christian?Ó  
Paul replied, ÒWhether quickly or not, I pray to God that not only you but also all 
who are listening to me today might become such as I amÑexcept for these chains.Ó  

  Then the king got up, and with him the governor and Bernice and those who had 
been seated with them;  and as they were leaving, they said to one another, ÒThis 
man is doing nothing to deserve death or imprisonment.Ó  Agrippa said to Festus, 
ÒThis man could have been set free if he had not appealed to the emperor.Ó  

  When it was decided that we were to sail for Italy, they transferred Paul and some 
other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort, named Julius.  Embarking 
on a ship of Adramyttium that was about to set sail to the ports along the coast of 
Asia, we put to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica.  
The next day we put in at Sidon; and Julius treated Paul kindly, and allowed him to 
go to his friends to be cared for.  Putting out to sea from there, we sailed under the 
lee of Cyprus, because the winds were against us.  After we had sailed across the sea 
that is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra in Lycia.  There the centurion 
found an Alexandrian ship bound for Italy and put us on board.  We sailed slowly 
for a number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the wind was 
against us, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone.  Sailing past it with 
difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea. 
 

Mark 13:28-37 -   ÒFrom the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.  
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

  ÒBut about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come.  It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch.  Therefore, keep awakeÑfor you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn,  or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.Ó 

St John Chrysostom on the temptations of the devil 

The five paths of repentance 

Shall I list the paths of repentance? There are certainly many of them, many and 
various, and all of them lead to heaven. 

The first path is the path of condemnation of sins. As Isaiah says, Tell your sins, and you 
will be acquitted. And the Psalmist adds: I said ÒI will bear witness against myself before the Lord,Ó 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. So you, too must condemn the sins you have committed. 
Condemn them, and that condemnation will excuse you in front of the Lord, since 
whoever condemns the sins he has committed will be slower to commit them next 
time. Stir up your own conscience to be your accuser Ð so that when you come 
before the judgement-seat of the Lord no-one will be rise up to accuse you. 

This is the first path of repentance but the second is in no way inferior to it in 
excellence. It is to forget the harm done to us by our enemies, to master our anger, 
to forgive the sins of those who are slaves together with us. As much as we do this, so 
much will our own sins against the Lord be forgiven. So this is the second path to 
the expiation of our sins. As the Lord says, Yes, if you forgive others their failings, your heavenly 
Father will forgive you yours. 

Would you like to know the third path of repentance? It is prayer: fervent prayer, 

sincere and focused prayer, prayer coming from the depths of the heart. 

If you want to know the fourth path, I will tell you it is the giving of alms. It has 
great power. 

And finally, if someone acts with modesty and humility, that path is no less effective 
as a way to deprive sin of its substance. Look at the publican, who had no good 
deeds to speak of. In place of good deeds he offered humility, and the huge burden 
of his sins fell away. 

So now I have shown you the five paths of repentance. First, condemnation of sins. 
Second, forgiving the sins of those near us. Third, prayer. Fourth, almsgiving. 
Fifth, humility. 
So do not be idle, but every day advance along all these paths at once. They are not 
hard paths to follow. Poverty is no excuse for not setting out on the journey. Even if 
you are destitute you can do all these things: put aside anger, carry humility in front 
of you, pray hard, condemn your sins. Poverty is no obstacle Ð not even to that path 
of penitence that demands money: that is, almsgiving. Remember the story of the 
widowÕs mite. 

Now we have learnt the right way to heal our wounds, let us apply these remedies. 
Let us regain true health and confidently receive the blessings of Holy Communion. 
Thus we may come, filled with glory, to the glory of ChristÕs kingdom, and receive 
its eternal joys through the grace, mercy and kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

WEDNESDAY 119:1-24        !        12, 13, 14 
 

1 Kings 3:1-15 -   Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he 
took PharaohÕs daughter and brought her into the city of David, until he had 
finished building his own house and the house of the LORD and the wall around 
Jerusalem.  The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no 
house had yet been built for the name of the LORD.  

  Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he 
sacrificed and offered incense at the high places.  The king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a 
thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon 
in a dream by night; and God said, ÒAsk what I should give you.Ó  And Solomon 
said, ÒYou have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne today.  And now, O LORD my God, you 
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little 
child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  And your servant is in the midst of 
the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be 
numbered or counted.  Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to 
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this 
your great people?Ó  

  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  God said to him, ÒBecause you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of 
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,  I 
now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no 
one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.  I give 
you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king 
shall compare with you.  If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.Ó  

  Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem where he stood 
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. He offered up burnt offerings and 
offerings of well-being, and provided a feast for all his servants. 
 



Job 6:1,7:1-21 -   Then Job answered:  

    ÒDo not human beings have a hard service on earth,   and are not their days like 
the days of a laborer?  
 Like a slave who longs for the shadow,   and like laborers who look for their wages,  

 so I am allotted months of emptiness,   and nights of misery are apportioned to me.  

 When I lie down I say, ÔWhen shall I rise?Õ   But the night is long,   and I am full of 
tossing until dawn.  

 My flesh is clothed with worms and dirt;   my skin hardens, then breaks out again.  

 My days are swifter than a weaverÕs shuttle,   and come to their end without hope.    
    ÒRemember that my life is a breath;   my eye will never again see good.  

 The eye that beholds me will see me no more;   while your eyes are upon me, I shall 
be gone.  

 As the cloud fades and vanishes,   so those who go down to Sheol do not come up;  

 they return no more to their houses,   nor do their places know them any more.    
    ÒTherefore I will not restrain my mouth;   I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;   
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.  

 Am I the Sea, or the Dragon,   that you set a guard over me?  

 When I say, ÔMy bed will comfort me,   my couch will ease my complaint,Õ  

 then you scare me with dreams   and terrify me with visions,  

 so that I would choose strangling   and death rather than this body.  

 I loathe my life; I would not live forever.   Let me alone, for my days are a breath.  

 What are human beings, that you make so much of them,   that you set your mind 
on them,  
 visit them every morning,   test them every moment?  

 Will you not look away from me for a while,   let me alone until I swallow my 
spittle?  
 If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of humanity?   Why have you made me 
your target?   Why have I become a burden to you?  

 Why do you not pardon my transgression   and take away my iniquity?  For now I 
shall lie in the earth;   you will seek me, but I shall not be.Ó 
 

Acts 27:9-26 -   Since much time had been lost and sailing was now dangerous, 
because even the Fast had already gone by, Paul advised them,  saying, ÒSirs, I can 
see that the voyage will be with danger and much heavy loss, not only of the cargo 
and the ship, but also of our lives.Ó  But the centurion paid more attention to the 
pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said.  Since the harbor was not 
suitable for spending the winter, the majority was in favor of putting to sea from 
there, on the chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, where they could 
spend the winter. It was a harbor of Crete, facing southwest and northwest.  

  When a moderate south wind began to blow, they thought they could achieve their 
purpose; so they weighed anchor and began to sail past Crete, close to the shore.  
But soon a violent wind, called the northeaster, rushed down from Crete.  Since 
the ship was caught and could not be turned head-on into the wind, we gave way to 
it and were driven.  By running under the lee of a small island called Cauda we were 
scarcely able to get the shipÕs boat under control.  After hoisting it up they took 
measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they would run on the Syrtis, 
they lowered the sea anchor and so were driven.  We were being pounded by the 
storm so violently that on the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard,  
and on the third day with their own hands they threw the shipÕs tackle overboard.  
When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest raged, all 
hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.  

  Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then stood up among them 
and said, ÒMen, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and 
thereby avoided this damage and loss.  I urge you now to keep up your courage, for 
there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.  For last night there 
stood by me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship,  and he 
said, ÔDo not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before the emperor; and indeed, God 
has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.Õ  So keep up your courage, 

men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told.  But we will 
have to run aground on some island.Ó 
 

Mark 14:1-11 -   It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened 
Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by 
stealth and kill him;  for they said, ÒNot during the festival, or there may be a riot 
among the people.Ó  

  While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a 
woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke 
open the jar and poured the ointment on his head.  But some were there who said 
to one another in anger, ÒWhy was the ointment wasted in this way?  For this 
ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the 
money given to the poor.Ó And they scolded her.  But Jesus said, ÒLet her alone; 
why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me.  For you always 
have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but 
you will not always have me.  She has done what she could; she has anointed my 
body beforehand for its burial.  Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of 
her.Ó  
  Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order 
to betray him to them.  When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised 
to give him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.  

From the Instructions of St Columbanus 

Let him who thirsts come to me and drink 

Beloved brethren, turn your ears to my words, for there are things that it is 
necessary for you to hear. I shall be speaking of the waters of GodÕs fountain: 
refresh your thirst at that spring but do not entirely quench it. Drink without sating 
yourselves, for the living spring, the fount and source of life, is calling us: if anyone is 
thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 

Understand what it is that you are to drink. Let Jeremiah tell you, let the fountain 
himself tell you: they have abandoned me, the fountain of living water, says the Lord. So you see 
that the Lord himself, our God Jesus Christ, is the fountain of life; and he calls us 
to himself so that we may drink from him. Who will drink? Whoever loves; whoever 
is filled with the word of God; whoever adores enough, whoever desires enough; 
whoever is on fire with the love of wisdom. 

See the source from which that fountain flows. It comes from the same place that 
the manna came from in the wilderness Ð for the same person is both bread and 
fountain, Christ our Lord and God, for whom we should always hunger. Even if we 
eat him, the bread, with love, even if we devour him with desire, let us still hunger 
for him like starving men. So when we drink him, the fountain, let us always drink 
him with overflowing love, filled with longing and delighting in the gentle taste of 
his sweetness. 

For the Lord is gentleness and delight. We may eat and drink of him but still we will 
be hungry and thirst for more; for he is our food and drink that can never be 
entirely consumed. He can be eaten but there will always be more left. He can be 
drunk but he can never be drained dry. Our bread is eternal; our fountain lasts for 
ever, our fountain is sweet. So Isaiah says: come to the water all you who are thirsty; the 
fountain is for the thirsty, not for the surfeited. He calls the hungry and the thirsty 
to himself, and they can never drink enough: the more they drink, the more they 
desire to drink. 
The word of God on high is the fountain of Wisdom. So, my brethren, it is right that we should 
desire it, seek it and love it. In it all the jewels of wisdom and knowledge are hidden, as St Paul 
says; and God calls anyone who thirsts to drink from that fountain. 

If you are thirsty, drink from the fountain of life; if you are hungry, eat the bread of 



life. Blessed are they who hunger for that bread and thirst for that fountain; they eat 
and drink for ever and still they desire to eat and drink. For it is lovely above all 
things, that which is always eaten and drunk, always hungered and thirsted for. 
Thus David, king and prophet, was moved to say: taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

THURSDAY 18:1-20        !        18:21-50 
 

1 Kings 3:16-28 -   Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and 
stood before him.  The one woman said, ÒPlease, my lord, this woman and I live in 
the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house.  Then on the third day 
after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were together; there was no one 
else with us in the house, only the two of us were in the house.  Then this womanÕs 
son died in the night, because she lay on him.  She got up in the middle of the night 
and took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her 
breast, and laid her dead son at my breast.  When I rose in the morning to nurse my 
son, I saw that he was dead; but when I looked at him closely in the morning, clearly 
it was not the son I had borne.Ó  But the other woman said, ÒNo, the living son is 
mine, and the dead son is yours.Ó The first said, ÒNo, the dead son is yours, and the 
living son is mine.Ó So they argued before the king.  

  Then the king said, ÒThe one says, ÔThis is my son that is alive, and your son is 
deadÕ; while the other says, ÔNot so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living 
one.ÕÓ  So the king said, ÒBring me a sword,Ó and they brought a sword before the 
king.  The king said, ÒDivide the living boy in two; then give half to the one, and 
half to the other.Ó  But the woman whose son was alive said to the kingÑbecause 
compassion for her son burned within herÑÒPlease, my lord, give her the living 
boy; certainly do not kill him!Ó The other said, ÒIt shall be neither mine nor yours; 
divide it.Ó  Then the king responded: ÒGive the first woman the living boy; do not 
kill him. She is his mother.Ó  All Israel heard of the judgment that the king had 
rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom 
of God was in him, to execute justice. 
 

Job 6:1,7:1-21 -   Then Job answered:  

    ÒDo not human beings have a hard service on earth,   and are not their days like 
the days of a laborer?  

 Like a slave who longs for the shadow,   and like laborers who look for their wages,  

 so I am allotted months of emptiness,   and nights of misery are apportioned to me.  

 When I lie down I say, ÔWhen shall I rise?Õ   But the night is long,   and I am full of 
tossing until dawn.  

 My flesh is clothed with worms and dirt;   my skin hardens, then breaks out again.  

 My days are swifter than a weaverÕs shuttle,   and come to their end without hope.    
    ÒRemember that my life is a breath;   my eye will never again see good.  

 The eye that beholds me will see me no more;   while your eyes are upon me, I shall 
be gone.  

 As the cloud fades and vanishes,   so those who go down to Sheol do not come up;  

 they return no more to their houses,   nor do their places know them any more.    
    ÒTherefore I will not restrain my mouth;   I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;   
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.  

 Am I the Sea, or the Dragon,   that you set a guard over me?  

 When I say, ÔMy bed will comfort me,   my couch will ease my complaint,Õ  

 then you scare me with dreams   and terrify me with visions,  

 so that I would choose strangling   and death rather than this body.  

 I loathe my life; I would not live forever.   Let me alone, for my days are a breath.  

 What are human beings, that you make so much of them,   that you set your mind 
on them,  
 visit them every morning,   test them every moment?  

 Will you not look away from me for a while,   let me alone until I swallow my 
spittle?  

 If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of humanity?   Why have you made me 
your target?   Why have I become a burden to you?  

 Why do you not pardon my transgression   and take away my iniquity?  For now I 
shall lie in the earth;   you will seek me, but I shall not be.Ó 
 

Acts 27:27-44 -   When the fourteenth night had come, as we were drifting across 
the sea of Adria, about midnight the sailors suspected that they were nearing land.  
So they took soundings and found twenty fathoms; a little farther on they took 
soundings again and found fifteen fathoms.  Fearing that we might run on the 
rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come.  But 
when the sailors tried to escape from the ship and had lowered the boat into the sea, 
on the pretext of putting out anchors from the bow,  Paul said to the centurion and 
the soldiers, ÒUnless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.Ó  Then the 
soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat and set it adrift.  

  Just before daybreak, Paul urged all of them to take some food, saying, ÒToday is 
the fourteenth day that you have been in suspense and remaining without food, 
having eaten nothing.  Therefore I urge you to take some food, for it will help you 
survive; for none of you will lose a hair from your heads.Ó  After he had said this, he 
took bread; and giving thanks to God in the presence of all, he broke it and began to 
eat.  Then all of them were encouraged and took food for themselves.  (We were in 
all two hundred seventy-six persons in the ship.)  After they had satisfied their 
hunger, they lightened the ship by throwing the wheat into the sea.  

  In the morning they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a 
beach, on which they planned to run the ship ashore, if they could.  So they cast off 
the anchors and left them in the sea. At the same time they loosened the ropes that 
tied the steering-oars; then hoisting the foresail to the wind, they made for the 
beach.  But striking a reef, they ran the ship aground; the bow stuck and remained 
immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the force of the waves.  The 
soldiersÕ plan was to kill the prisoners, so that none might swim away and escape;  
but the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He 
ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and make for the land,  and 
the rest to follow, some on planks and others on pieces of the ship. And so it was 
that all were brought safely to land. 
 

Mark 14:12-26 -   On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is 
sacrificed, his disciples said to him, ÒWhere do you want us to go and make the 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?Ó  So he sent two of his disciples, saying to 
them, ÒGo into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him,  
and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ÔThe Teacher asks, Where is 
my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?Õ  He will show you a 
large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.Ó  So the 
disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and 
they prepared the Passover meal.  

  When it was evening, he came with the twelve.  And when they had taken their 
places and were eating, Jesus said, ÒTruly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one 
who is eating with me.Ó  They began to be distressed and to say to him one after 
another, ÒSurely, not I?Ó  He said to them, ÒIt is one of the twelve, one who is 
dipping bread into the bowl with me.  For the Son of Man goes as it is written of 
him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 
better for that one not to have been born.Ó  

  While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, 
gave it to them, and said, ÒTake; this is my body.Ó  Then he took a cup, and after 
giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it.  He said to them, 
ÒThis is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.  Truly I tell you, I 
will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.Ó  

   When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  



From the Instructions of St Columbanus 

You, God, are everything to us 

My brethren, let us follow this call. We are called to the source and fountain of life, 
by the Life who is not just the fountain of living water but also the fountain of 
eternal life, the fountain of light, the fountain and source of glory. From this Life 
comes everything: wisdom, life, eternal light. The Creator of life is the fountain 
from which life springs; the Creator of light is the fountain of light. So let us leave 
this world of visible things. Let us leave this world of time and head for the heavens. 
Like fish seeking water, like wise and rational fish let us seek the fountain of light, 
the fountain of life, the fountain of living water. Let us swim in, let us drink from 
the water of the spring welling up into eternal life. 

Merciful God, righteous Lord, grant that I may reach that fountain. There let me 
join the others who thirst for you, drinking living water from the living stream that 
flows from the fountain of life. Overwhelmed by its sweetness let me cling close to it 
and say ÒHow sweet is the spring of living water that never runs dry, the spring that 
wells up into eternal life!.Ó 

O Lord, you yourself are that spring, always and for ever to be desired, always and 
for ever to be drunk from. Christ our Lord, give us this water as the Samarian woman 
once asked you, so that in us also it can be a spring of living water welling up into eternal life. It 
is an enormous gift I am asking Ð everyone knows that Ð but you, King of glory, have 
given great gifts in the past and made great promises. Nothing, after all, is greater 
than you; and yet you have given yourself to us and given yourself for us. 

Therefore we beg you that we should come to full knowledge of the thing that we 
love; for we pray to be given nothing other than you yourself. You are everything to 
us, our life, our light, our health and strength, our food, our drink, our God. 
Jesus, our Jesus, I beg you to fill our hearts with the breath of your Spirit. Pierce 
our souls with the sword of your love so that each of us can say truthfully in his 
heart, ÒShow me the one with whom my soul is in love, for by love I am wounded.Ó 

Lord, let me bear such wounds in my soul. Blessed is the soul that is wounded by 
such love and, thus wounded, seeks the fountain and drinks, thirsts even while it 
drinks: it seeks by loving, and the very wound of love brings it healing. May Jesus 
Christ, our righteous God and Lord, our true and healing doctor, deign to wound 
our innermost hearts with that healing wound. With the Father and the Holy Spirit 
he is one, for ever and for ever. Amen. 
 

FRIDAY 16, 17        !        22 
 

1 Kings 5:1-6:1,7 -   Now King Hiram of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, when 
he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father; for Hiram had 
always been a friend to David.  Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying,  ÒYou know 
that my father David could not build a house for the name of the LORD his God 
because of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until the LORD 
put them under the soles of his feet.  But now the LORD my God has given me rest 
on every side; there is neither adversary nor misfortune.  So I intend to build a 
house for the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD said to my father David, 
ÔYour son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, shall build the house for 
my name.Õ  Therefore command that cedars from the Lebanon be cut for me. My 
servants will join your servants, and I will give you whatever wages you set for your 
servants; for you know that there is no one among us who knows how to cut timber 
like the Sidonians.Ó  

  When Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said, ÒBlessed 
be the LORD today, who has given to David a wise son to be over this great people.Ó  
Hiram sent word to Solomon, ÒI have heard the message that you have sent to me; I 
will fulfill all your needs in the matter of cedar and cypress timber.  My servants 
shall bring it down to the sea from the Lebanon; I will make it into rafts to go by sea 

to the place you indicate. I will have them broken up there for you to take away. And 
you shall meet my needs by providing food for my household.Ó  So Hiram supplied 
SolomonÕs every need for timber of cedar and cypress.  Solomon in turn gave 
Hiram twenty thousand cors of wheat as food for his household, and twenty cors of 
fine oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year.  So the LORD gave Solomon 
wisdom, as he promised him. There was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and 
the two of them made a treaty.  

  King Solomon conscripted forced labor out of all Israel; the levy numbered thirty 
thousand men.  He sent them to the Lebanon, ten thousand a month in shifts; they 
would be a month in the Lebanon and two months at home; Adoniram was in 
charge of the forced labor.  Solomon also had seventy thousand laborers and eighty 
thousand stonecutters in the hill country,  besides SolomonÕs three thousand three 
hundred supervisors who were over the work, having charge of the people who did 
the work.  At the kingÕs command, they quarried out great, costly stones in order to 
lay the foundation of the house with dressed stones.  So SolomonÕs builders and 
HiramÕs builders and the Giblites did the stonecutting and prepared the timber and 
the stone to build the house.  

  In the four hundred eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of 
Egypt, in the fourth year of SolomonÕs reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which 
is the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.  

  The house was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that neither hammer nor 
ax nor any tool of iron was heard in the temple while it was being built. 
 

Job 9:1-15,32-35 -   Then Job answered:  

 ÒIndeed I know that this is so;   but how can a mortal be just before God?  

 If one wished to contend with him,   one could not answer him once in a thousand.  

 He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength  Ñwho has resisted him, and 
succeeded?Ñ  
 he who removes mountains, and they do not know it,   when he overturns them in 
his anger;  
 who shakes the earth out of its place,   and its pillars tremble;  

 who commands the sun, and it does not rise;   who seals up the stars;  
 who alone stretched out the heavens   and trampled the waves of the Sea;  

 who made the Bear and Orion,   the Pleiades and the chambers of the south;  

 who does great things beyond understanding,   and marvelous things without 
number.  
 Look, he passes by me, and I do not see him;   he moves on, but I do not perceive 
him.  
 He snatches away; who can stop him?   Who will say to him, ÔWhat are you doing?Õ    
    ÒGod will not turn back his anger;   the helpers of Rahab bowed beneath him.  

 How then can I answer him,   choosing my words with him?  

 Though I am innocent, I cannot answer him;   I must appeal for mercy to my 
accuser.  

 For he is not a mortal, as I am, that I might answer him,   that we should come to 
trial together.  
 There is no umpire between us,   who might lay his hand on us both.  

 If he would take his rod away from me,   and not let dread of him terrify me,  

 then I would speak without fear of him,   for I know I am not what I am thought to 
be.   
 

Acts 28:1-16 -   After we had reached safety, we then learned that the island was 
called Malta.  The natives showed us unusual kindness. Since it had begun to rain 
and was cold, they kindled a fire and welcomed all of us around it.  Paul had 
gathered a bundle of brushwood and was putting it on the fire, when a viper, driven 
out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand.  When the natives saw the creature 
hanging from his hand, they said to one another, ÒThis man must be a murderer; 
though he has escaped from the sea, justice has not allowed him to live.Ó  He, 
however, shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm.  They were 



expecting him to swell up or drop dead, but after they had waited a long time and 
saw that nothing unusual had happened to him, they changed their minds and 
began to say that he was a god.  

  Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading man of 
the island, named Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three 
days.  It so happened that the father of Publius lay sick in bed with fever and 
dysentery. Paul visited him and cured him by praying and putting his hands on him.  
After this happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also came 
and were cured.  They bestowed many honors on us, and when we were about to 
sail, they put on board all the provisions we needed.  

  Three months later we set sail on a ship that had wintered at the island, an 
Alexandrian ship with the Twin Brothers as its figurehead.  We put in at Syracuse 
and stayed there for three days;  then we weighed anchor and came to Rhegium. 
After one day there a south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to 
Puteoli.  There we found believers and were invited to stay with them for seven 
days. And so we came to Rome.  The believers from there, when they heard of us, 
came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, 
Paul thanked God and took courage.  

  When we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with the soldier 
who was guarding him. 
 

Mark 14:27-42 - And Jesus said to them, ÒYou will all become deserters; for it is 
written,  ÔI will strike the shepherd,   and the sheep will be scattered.Õ  

But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.Ó  Peter said to him, ÒEven 
though all become deserters, I will not.Ó  Jesus said to him, ÒTruly I tell you, this 
day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.Ó  But 
he said vehemently, ÒEven though I must die with you, I will not deny you.Ó And all 
of them said the same.  
  They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ÒSit here 
while I pray.Ó  He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be 
distressed and agitated.  And said to them, ÒI am deeply grieved, even to death; 
remain here, and keep awake.Ó  And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.  He said, 
ÒAbba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not 
what I want, but what you want.Ó  He came and found them sleeping; and he said to 
Peter, ÒSimon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour?  Keep awake 
and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.Ó  And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words.  
And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; 
and they did not know what to say to him.  He came a third time and said to them, 
ÒAre you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son 
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  Get up, let us be going. See, my 
betrayer is at hand.Ó  

From a commentary on Joel by St. Jerome, priest 

Return to me 

Return to me with all your heart and show a spirit of repentance with fasting, weeping and 
mourning; so that while you fast now, later you may be satisfied, while you weep now, 
later you may laugh, while you mourn now, you may some day enjoy consolation. It 
is customary for those in sorrow or adversity to tear their garments. The gospel 
records that the high priest did this to exaggerate the charge against our Lord and 
Saviour; and we read that Paul and Barnabas did so when they heard words of 
blasphemy. I bid you not to tear your garments but rather to rend your hearts which are 
laden with sin. Like wine skins, unless they have been cut open, they will burst of 
their own accord. After you have done this, return to the Lord your God, from 
whom you had been alienated by your sins. Do not despair of his mercy, no matter 
how great your sins, for great mercy will take away great sins. 

For the Lord is gracious and merciful and prefers the conversion of a sinner rather than 
his death. Patient and generous in his mercy, he does not give in to human 
impatience but is willing to wait a long time for our repentance. So extraordinary is 
the LordÕs mercy in the face of evil, that if we do penance for our sins, he regrets 
his own threat and does not carry out against us the sanctions he had threatened. So 
by the changing of our attitude, he himself is changed. But in this passage we should 
interpret ÒevilÓ to mean, not the opposite of virtue, but affliction, as we read in 
another place: Sufficient for the day are its own evils. And, again: If there is evil in the city, God did 
not create it.  
In like manner, given all that we have said above Ð that God is kind and merciful, 
patient, generous with his forgiveness, and extraordinary in his mercy toward evil Ð 
lest the magnitude of his clemency make us lax and negligent, he adds this word 
through his prophet: Who knows whether he will not turn and repent and leave behind him a blessing? 
In other words, he says: ÒI exhort you to repentance, because it is my duty, and I 
know that God is inexhaustibly merciful, as David says: Have mercy on me, God, according 
to your great mercy, and in the depths of your compassion, blot out all my iniquities. But since we 
cannot know the depth of the riches and of the wisdom and knowledge of God, I 
will temper my statement, expressing a wish rather than taking anything for 
granted, and I will say: Who knows whether he will not turn and repent? Ò Since he says, Who, it 
must be understood that it is impossible or difficult to know for sure. 

To these words the prophet adds: Offerings and tribulations for the Lord our God. What he is 
saying to us in other words is that, God having blessed us and forgiven us our sins, 
we will then be able to offer sacrifice to God. 
 

SATURDAY 20, 21:1-7(8-14)        !        110:1-5(6-7), 116, 117 
 

1 Kings 7:51-8:21 -   Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the house of the 
LORD was finished. Solomon brought in the things that his father David had 
dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the vessels, and stored them in the treasuries of 
the house of the LORD.  

  Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the 
leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, 
to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is 
Zion.  All the people of Israel assembled to King Solomon at the festival in the 
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.  And all the elders of Israel came, and 
the priests carried the ark.  So they brought up the ark of the LORD, the tent of 
meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the priests and the Levites 
brought them up.  King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who had 
assembled before him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and 
oxen that they could not be counted or numbered.  Then the priests brought the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in 
the most holy place, underneath the wings of the cherubim.  For the cherubim 
spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim made a 
covering above the ark and its poles.  The poles were so long that the ends of the 
poles were seen from the holy place in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could 
not be seen from outside; they are there to this day.  There was nothing in the ark 
except the two tablets of stone that Moses had placed there at Horeb, where the 
LORD made a covenant with the Israelites, when they came out of the land of 
Egypt.  And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house of 
the LORD,  so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for 
the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.  

 Then Solomon said,  ÒThe LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness.  

 I have built you an exalted house,   a place for you to dwell in forever.Ó  

  Then the king turned around and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the 
assembly of Israel stood.  He said, ÒBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who 
with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to my father David, 



saying,  ÔSince the day that I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I have not 
chosen a city from any of the tribes of Israel in which to build a house, that my 
name might be there; but I chose David to be over my people Israel.Õ  My father 
David had it in mind to build a house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.  
But the LORD said to my father David, ÔYou did well to consider building a house 
for my name;  nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your son who shall be 
born to you shall build the house for my name.Õ  Now the LORD has upheld the 
promise that he made; for I have risen in the place of my father David; I sit on the 
throne of Israel, as the LORD promised, and have built the house for the name of 
the LORD, the God of Israel.  There I have provided a place for the ark, in which is 
the covenant of the LORD that he made with our ancestors when he brought them 
out of the land of Egypt.Ó 
 

Job 9:1,10:1-9,16-22 -   Then Job answered:  

    ÒI loathe my life;   I will give free utterance to my complaint;   I will speak in the 
bitterness of my soul.  

 I will say to God, Do not condemn me;   let me know why you contend against me.  

 Does it seem good to you to oppress,   to despise the work of your hands   and favor 
the schemes of the wicked?  

 Do you have eyes of flesh?   Do you see as humans see?  

 Are your days like the days of mortals,   or your years like human years,  

 that you seek out my iniquity   and search for my sin,  

 although you know that I am not guilty,   and there is no one to deliver out of your 
hand?  
 Your hands fashioned and made me;   and now you turn and destroy me.  

 Remember that you fashioned me like clay;   and will you turn me to dust again?  

 Bold as a lion you hunt me;   you repeat your exploits against me.  

 You renew your witnesses against me,   and increase your vexation toward me;   you 
bring fresh troops against me.    
    ÒWhy did you bring me forth from the womb?   Would that I had died before any 
eye had seen me,  

 and were as though I had not been,   carried from the womb to the grave.  

 Are not the days of my life few?   Let me alone, that I may find a little comfort 

 before I go, never to return,   to the land of gloom and deep darkness,  

 the land of gloom and chaos,   where light is like darkness.Ó 
 

Acts 28:17-31 -   Three days later he called together the local leaders of the Jews. 
When they had assembled, he said to them, ÒBrothers, though I had done nothing 
against our people or the customs of our ancestors, yet I was arrested in Jerusalem 
and handed over to the Romans.  When they had examined me, the Romans wanted 
to release me, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case.  But 
when the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to the emperorÑeven though I 
had no charge to bring against my nation.  For this reason therefore I have asked to 
see you and speak with you, since it is for the sake of the hope of Israel that I am 
bound with this chain.Ó  They replied, ÒWe have received no letters from Judea 
about you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken anything 
evil about you.  But we would like to hear from you what you think, for with regard 
to this sect we know that everywhere it is spoken against.Ó  

   After they had set a day to meet with him, they came to him at his lodgings in great 
numbers. From morning until evening he explained the matter to them, testifying 
to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the law 
of Moses and from the prophets.  Some were convinced by what he had said, while 
others refused to believe.  So they disagreed with each other; and as they were 
leaving, Paul made one further statement: ÒThe Holy Spirit was right in saying to 
your ancestors through the prophet Isaiah,  

 ÔGo to this people and say,  You will indeed listen, but never understand,   and you 
will indeed look, but never perceive.  

 For this peopleÕs heart has grown dull,   and their ears are hard of hearing,    and 
they have shut their eyes;    so that they might not look with their eyes,   and listen 
with their ears,  and understand with their heart and turnÑ   and I would heal 
them.Õ  

Let it be known to you then that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; 
they will listen.Ó  

  He lived there two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to 
him,  proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all boldness and without hindrance. 
 

Mark 14:43-52 -   Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the 
twelve, arrived; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the 
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.  Now the betrayer had given them a sign, 
saying, ÒThe one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.Ó  
So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, ÒRabbi!Ó and kissed him.  
Then they laid hands on him and arrested him.  But one of those who stood near 
drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.  Then 
Jesus said to them, ÒHave you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as 
though I were a bandit?  Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and 
you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.Ó  All of them deserted him 
and fled.  
  A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They 
caught hold of him,  but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 
 

From a homily on Matthew by Saint John Chrysostom, bishop 

Do not adorn the church and ignore your afflicted brother 

Do you want to honour ChristÕs body? Then do not scorn him in his nakedness, 
nor honour him here in the church with silken garments while neglecting him 
outside where he is cold and naked. For he who said: This is my body, and made it 
so by his words, also said: You saw me hungry and did not feed me, and inasmuch 
as you did not do it for one of these, the least of my brothers, you did not do it for 
me. What we do here in the church requires a pure heart, not special garments; 
what we do outside requires great dedication. 

Let us learn, therefore, to be men of wisdom and to honour Christ as he desires. 
For a person being honoured finds greatest pleasure in the honour he desires, not 
in the honour we think best. Peter thought he was honouring Christ when he 
refused to let him wash his feet; but what Peter wanted was not truly an honour, 
quite the opposite! Give him the honour prescribed in his law by giving your riches 
to the poor. For God does not want golden vessels but golden hearts. 

Now, in saying this I am not forbidding you to make such gifts; I am only 
demanding that along with such gifts and before them you give alms. He accepts the 
former, but he is much more pleased with the latter. In the former, only the giver 
profits; in the latter, the recipient does too. A gift to the church may be taken as a 
form of ostentation, but an alms is pure kindness. Of what use is it to weigh down 
ChristÕs table with golden cups, when he himself is dying of hunger? First, fill him 
when he is hungry; then use the means you have left to adorn his table. Will you 
have a golden cup made but not give a cup of water? What is the use of providing the 
table with cloths woven of gold thread, and not providing Christ himself with the 
clothes he needs? What profit is there in that? Tell me: If you were to see him 
lacking the necessary food but were to leave him in that state and merely surround 
his table with gold would he be grateful to you or rather would he not be angry? 
What if you were to see him clad in worn-out rags and stiff from the cold, and were 
to forget about clothing him and instead were to set up golden columns for him, 
saying that you were doing it in his honour? Would he not think he was being 
mocked and greatly insulted? 



Apply this also to Christ when he comes along the roads as a pilgrim, looking for 
shelter. You do not take him in as your guest, but you decorate floor and walls and 
the capitals of the pillars. You provide silver chains for the lamps, but you cannot 
bear even to look at him as he lies chained in prison. Once again, I am not 
forbidding you to supply these adornments; I am urging you to provide these other 
things as well, and indeed to provide them first. No one has ever been accused for 
not providing ornaments, but for those who neglect their neighbour a hell awaits 
with an inextinguishable fire and torment in the company of the demons. Do not, 
therefore, adorn the church and ignore your afflicted brother, for he is the most 
precious temple of all. 

 

PROPER 17       Week of the Sunday closest to August 31 
 

SUNDAY 148, 149, 150        !        114, 115 
 

1 Kings 8:22-40 -   Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the 
presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven.  He said, 
ÒO LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth 
beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you 
with all their heart,  the covenant that you kept for your servant my father David as 
you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with 
your hand.  Therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant my father 
David that which you promised him, saying, ÔThere shall never fail you a successor 
before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to 
walk before me as you have walked before me.Õ  Therefore, O God of Israel, let your 
word be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David.  

  ÒBut will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built!  Regard your servantÕs 
prayer and his plea, O LORD my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your 
servant prays to you today;  that your eyes may be open night and day toward this 
house, the place of which you said, ÔMy name shall be there,Õ that you may heed the 
prayer that your servant prays toward this place.  Hear the plea of your servant and 
of your people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven your 
dwelling place; heed and forgive.  

  ÒIf someone sins against a neighbor and is given an oath to swear, and comes and 
swears before your altar in this house,  then hear in heaven, and act, and judge your 
servants, condemning the guilty by bringing their conduct on their own head, and 
vindicating the righteous by rewarding them according to their righteousness.  

  ÒWhen your people Israel, having sinned against you, are defeated before an 
enemy but turn again to you, confess your name, pray and plead with you in this 
house,  then hear in heaven, forgive the sin of your people Israel, and bring them 
again to the land that you gave to their ancestors.  

  ÒWhen heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, 
and then they pray toward this place, confess your name, and turn from their sin, 
because you punish them,  then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your servants, 
your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they should walk; 
and grant rain on your land, which you have given to your people as an inheritance.  

  ÒIf there is famine in the land, if there is plague, blight, mildew, locust, or 
caterpillar; if their enemy besieges them in any of their cities; whatever plague, 
whatever sickness there is;  whatever prayer, whatever plea there is from any 
individual or from all your people Israel, all knowing the afflictions of their own 
hearts so that they stretch out their hands toward this house;  then hear in heaven 
your dwelling place, forgive, act, and render to all whose hearts you knowÑ
according to all their ways, for only you know what is in every human heartÑ  so that 
they may fear you all the days that they live in the land that you gave to our 
ancestors. 
 

Job 11:1-9,13-20 -   Then Zophar the Naamathite answered:  

 ÒShould a multitude of words go unanswered,   and should one full of talk be 
vindicated?  
 Should your babble put others to silence,   and when you mock, shall no one shame 
you?  
 For you say, ÔMy conduct is pure,   and I am clean in GodÕs sight.Õ  

 But oh, that God would speak,   and open his lips to you,  

 and that he would tell you the secrets of wisdom!   For wisdom is many-sided.  
Know then that God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves.    
    ÒCan you find out the deep things of God?   Can you find out the limit of the 
Almighty?  
 It is higher than heavenÑwhat can you do?   Deeper than SheolÑwhat can you 
know?  
 Its measure is longer than the earth,   and broader than the sea.  

    ÒIf you direct your heart rightly,   you will stretch out your hands toward him.  

 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far away,   and do not let wickedness reside in 
your tents.  
 Surely then you will lift up your face without blemish;   you will be secure, and will 
not fear.  
 You will forget your misery;   you will remember it as waters that have passed away.  

 And your life will be brighter than the noonday;   its darkness will be like the 
morning.  
 And you will have confidence, because there is hope;   you will be protected and 
take your rest in safety.  

 You will lie down, and no one will make you afraid;   many will entreat your favor.  

 But the eyes of the wicked will fail;   all way of escape will be lost to them,   and 
their hope is to breathe their last.Ó 
 

1 Tim. 4:7-16 - Have nothing to do with profane myths and old wivesÕ tales. Train 
yourself in godliness,  for, while physical training is of some value, godliness is 
valuable in every way, holding promise for both the present life and the life to 
come.  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance.  For to this end we toil and 
struggle, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all 
people, especially of those who believe.  

  These are the things you must insist on and teach.  Let no one despise your youth, 
but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.  
Until I arrive, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to 
teaching.  Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through 
prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders.  Put these things into 
practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress.  Pay close 
attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing 
this you will save both yourself and your hearers. 
 

John 8:47-59 - Whoever is from God hears the words of God. The reason you do 
not hear them is that you are not from God.Ó  

  The Jews answered him, ÒAre we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and 
have a demon?Ó  Jesus answered, ÒI do not have a demon; but I honor my Father, 
and you dishonor me.  Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is one who seeks it and 
he is the judge.  Very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see death.Ó  
The Jews said to him, ÒNow we know that you have a demon. Abraham died, and so 
did the prophets; yet you say, ÔWhoever keeps my word will never taste death.Õ  Are 
you greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets also died. Who do 
you claim to be?Ó  Jesus answered, ÒIf I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 
Father who glorifies me, he of whom you say, ÔHe is our God,Õ  though you do not 
know him. But I know him; if I would say that I do not know him, I would be a liar 
like you. But I do know him and I keep his word.  Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced 
that he would see my day; he saw it and was glad.Ó  Then the Jews said to him, ÒYou 
are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?Ó  Jesus said to them, ÒVery 



truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.Ó  So they picked up stones to throw at 
him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 
 

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop 

The Lord has had pity on us 

Happy are we if we do the deeds of which we have heard and sung. Our hearing of 
them means having them planted in us, while our doing them shows that the seed 
has borne fruit. By saying this, I wish to caution you, dearly beloved, not to enter 
the Church fruitlessly, satisfied with mere hearing of such mighty blessings and 
failing to do good works. For we have been saved by his grace, says the Apostle, and not by our 
works, lest anyone may boast; for it is by his grace that we have been saved. It is not as if a good life of 
some sort came first, and that thereupon God showed his love and esteem for it 
from on high, saying: ÒLet us come to the aid of these men and assist them quickly 
because they are living a good life.Ó No, our life was displeasing to him. He will, 
therefore, condemn what we have done but he will save what he himself has done in 
us. 
We were not good, but God had pity on us and sent his Son to die, not for good 
men but for bad ones, not for the just but for the wicked. Yes, Christ died for the ungodly. 
Notice what is written next: One will hardly die for a righteous man, though perhaps for a good man 
one will dare even to die. Perhaps someone can be found who will dare to die for a good 
man; but for the unjust man, for the wicked one, the sinner, who would be willing 
to die except Christ alone who is so just that he justifies even the unjust? 

And so, my brothers, we had no good works, for all our works were evil. Yet 
although menÕs actions were such, God in his mercy did not abandon men. He sent 
his Son to redeem us, not with gold or silver but at the price of his blood poured 
out for us. Christ, the spotless lamb, became the sacrificial victim, led to the 
slaughter for the sheep that were blemished Ð if indeed one can say that they were 
blemished and not entirely corrupt. Such is the grace we have received! Let us live 
so as to be worthy of that great grace, and not do injury to it. So mighty is the 
physician who has come to us that he has healed all our sins! If we choose to be sick 
once again, we will not only harm ourselves, but show ingratitude to the physician 
as well. 
Let us then follow ChristÕs paths which he has revealed to us, above all the path of 
humility, which he himself became for us. He showed us that path by his precepts, 
and he himself followed it by his suffering on our behalf. In order to die for us Ð 
because as God he could not die Ð the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. The immortal 
One took on mortality that he might die for us, and by dying put to death our 
death. This is what the Lord did, this the gift he granted to us. The mighty one was 
brought low, the lowly one was slain, and after he was slain, he rose again and was 
exalted. For he did not intend to leave us dead in hell, but to exalt in himself at the 
resurrection of the dead those whom he had already exalted and made just by the 
faith and praise they gave him. Yes, he gave us the path of humility. If we keep to it 
we shall confess our belief in the Lord and have good reason to sing: We shall praise 
you, God, we shall praise you and call upon your name. 
 

MONDAY 25        !        9, 15 
 

2 Chron. 6:32-7:7 -   ÒLikewise when foreigners, who are not of your people 
Israel, come from a distant land because of your great name, and your mighty hand, 
and your outstretched arm, when they come and pray toward this house,  may you 
hear from heaven your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigners ask of you, in 
order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your 
people Israel, and that they may know that your name has been invoked on this 
house that I have built.  

  ÒIf your people go out to battle against their enemies, by whatever way you shall 
send them, and they pray to you toward this city that you have chosen and the house 
that I have built for your name,  then hear from heaven their prayer and their plea, 
and maintain their cause.  

   ÒIf they sin against youÑfor there is no one who does not sinÑand you are angry 
with them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to a land 
far or near;  then if they come to their senses in the land to which they have been 
taken captive, and repent, and plead with you in the land of their captivity, saying, 
ÔWe have sinned, and have done wrong; we have acted wickedlyÕ;  if they repent with 
all their heart and soul in the land of their captivity, to which they were taken 
captive, and pray toward their land, which you gave to their ancestors, the city that 
you have chosen, and the house that I have built for your name,  then hear from 
heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their pleas, maintain their cause and 
forgive your people who have sinned against you.  Now, O my God, let your eyes be 
open and your ears attentive to prayer from this place.  

 ÒNow rise up, O LORD God, and go to your resting place,   you and the ark of 
your might.  Let your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation,   and let 
your faithful rejoice in your goodness.  

 O LORD God, do not reject your anointed one.   Remember your steadfast love 
for your servant David.Ó  

  When Solomon had ended his prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed 
the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.  
The priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD 
filled the LORDÕS house.  When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and 
the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed down on the pavement with their 
faces to the ground, and worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying,  ÒFor he 
is good,   for his steadfast love endures forever.Ó  

  Then the king and all the people offered sacrifice before the LORD.  King 
Solomon offered as a sacrifice twenty-two thousand oxen and one hundred twenty 
thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.  The 
priests stood at their posts; the Levites also, with the instruments for music to the 
LORD that King David had made for giving thanks to the LORDÑfor his steadfast 
love endures foreverÑwhenever David offered praises by their ministry. Opposite 
them the priests sounded trumpets; and all Israel stood.  
  Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of the 
LORD; for there he offered the burnt offerings and the fat of the offerings of well-
being because the bronze altar Solomon had made could not hold the burnt 
offering and the grain offering and the fat parts. 
 

Job 12:1-6,13-25 -   Then Job answered:  

 ÒNo doubt you are the people,   and wisdom will die with you.  

 But I have understanding as well as you;   I am not inferior to you.   Who does not 
know such things as these?  
 I am a laughingstock to my friends;   I, who called upon God and he answered me,   
a just and blameless man, I am a laughingstock.  

 Those at ease have contempt for misfortune,   but it is ready for those whose feet 
are unstable.  

 The tents of robbers are at peace,   and those who provoke God are secure,   who 
bring their god in their hands.    
    ÒWith God are wisdom and strength;   he has counsel and understanding.  

 If he tears down, no one can rebuild;   if he shuts someone in, no one can open 
up.  
 If he withholds the waters, they dry up;   if he sends them out, they overwhelm the 
land.  
 With him are strength and wisdom;   the deceived and the deceiver are his.  

 He leads counselors away stripped,   and makes fools of judges.  

 He looses the sash of kings,   and binds a waistcloth on their loins.  

 He leads priests away stripped,   and overthrows the mighty.  



 He deprives of speech those who are trusted,   and takes away the discernment of 
the elders.  

 He pours contempt on princes,   and looses the belt of the strong.  

 He uncovers the deeps out of darkness,   and brings deep darkness to light.  

 He makes nations great, then destroys them;   he enlarges nations, then leads them 
away.  
 He strips understanding from the leaders of the earth,   and makes them wander in 
a pathless waste.  

 They grope in the dark without light;   he makes them stagger like a drunkard.   
 

James 2:1-13 -   My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?  For if a person with gold rings and in 
fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 
comes in,  and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, ÒHave 
a seat here, please,Ó while to the one who is poor you say, ÒStand there,Ó or, ÒSit at 
my feet,Ó  have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts?  Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen 
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has 
promised to those who love him?  But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the 
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court?  Is it not they who 
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?  

  You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, ÒYou shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.Ó  But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors.  For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 
one point has become accountable for all of it.  For the one who said, ÒYou shall 
not commit adultery,Ó also said, ÒYou shall not murder.Ó Now if you do not 
commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  So 
speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  For judgment 
will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 
 

Mark 14:53-65 -   They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the 
elders, and the scribes were assembled.  Peter had followed him at a distance, right 
into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming 
himself at the fire.  Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for 
testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none.  For many gave 
false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree.  Some stood up and 
gave false testimony against him, saying,  ÒWe heard him say, ÔI will destroy this 
temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made 
with hands.ÕÓ  But even on this point their testimony did not agree.  Then the high 
priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, ÒHave you no answer? What is it that 
they testify against you?Ó  But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high 
priest asked him, ÒAre you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?Ó  Jesus said, ÒI 
am; and  Ôyou will see the Son of Man  seated at the right hand of the Power,Õ  and 
Ôcoming with the clouds of heaven.ÕÓ  

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ÒWhy do we still need witnesses?  
You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?Ó All of them condemned 
him as deserving death.  Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike 
him, saying to him, ÒProphesy!Ó The guards also took him over and beat him. 
 

The Imitation of Christ  

I taught my prophets 

My son, says the Lord, listen to my words, the most delightful of all words, 
surpassing all the knowledge of the philosophers and wise men of this world. My 
words are spirit and life and cannot be comprehended by human senses alone. 

They are not to be interpreted according to the vain pleasure of the listener, but 
they must be listened to in silence and received with all humility and great affection. 

And I said: Blessed is the man whom you teach, Lord, and whom you instruct in 
your law; for him you soften the blow of the evil day, and you do not desert him on 
the earth.  
The Lord says, I have instructed my prophets from the beginning. Even to the 
present time I have not stopped speaking to all men, but many are deaf and 
obstinate in response.  

Many hear the world more easily than they hear God; they follow the desires of the 
flesh more readily than the pleasure of God. The world promises rewards that are 
temporal and insignificant, and these are pursued with great longing; I promise 
rewards that are eternal and unsurpassable, yet the hearts of mortals respond 
sluggishly. 

Who serves and obeys me in all matters with as much care as the world and its 
princes are served?  

Blush, then, you lazy, complaining servant, for men are better prepared for the 
works of death than you are for the works of life. They take more joy in vanity than 
you in truth.  
Yet they are often deceived in their hope, while my promise deceives no one, and 
leaves empty-handed no one who confides in me. What I have promised I shall give; 
what I have said I will fulfil for any man who remains faithful in my love unto the 
very end. I am the rewarder of all good men, the one who rigorously tests the 
devoted. 
Write my words in your heart and study them diligently, for they will be absolutely 
necessary in the time of temptation. Whatever you fail to understand in reading my 
words will become clear to you on the day of your visitation. 

I visit my elect in a double fashion, that is, with temptation and with consolation. 
And I read to them two lessons each day: one to rebuke them for their faults; the 
other to exhort them to increase their virtue. 

He who possesses my words yet spurns them earns his own judgement on the last 
day. 
 

TUESDAY 26, 28        !        36, 39 
 

1 Kings 8:65-9:9 -   So Solomon held the festival at that time, and all Israel with 
himÑa great assembly, people from Lebo-hamath to the Wadi of EgyptÑbefore the 
LORD our God, seven days.  On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they 
blessed the king, and went to their tents, joyful and in good spirits because of all the 
goodness that the LORD had shown to his servant David and to his people Israel.  

  When Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the kingÕs house 
and all that Solomon desired to build,  the LORD appeared to Solomon a second 
time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon.  The LORD said to him, ÒI have heard 
your prayer and your plea, which you made before me; I have consecrated this 
house that you have built, and put my name there forever; my eyes and my heart will 
be there for all time.  As for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father 
walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have 
commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my ordinances,  then I will establish 
your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised your father David, saying, 
ÔThere shall not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.Õ  

  ÒIf you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my 
commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve other 
gods and worship them,  then I will cut Israel off from the land that I have given 
them; and the house that I have consecrated for my name I will cast out of my sight; 
and Israel will become a proverb and a taunt among all peoples.  This house will 
become a heap of ruins; everyone passing by it will be astonished, and will hiss; and 
they will say, ÔWhy has the LORD done such a thing to this land and to this house?Õ  



Then they will say, ÔBecause they have forsaken the LORD their God, who brought 
their ancestors out of the land of Egypt, and embraced other gods, worshiping them 
and serving them; therefore the LORD has brought this disaster upon them.ÕÓ 
 

Job 12:1,13:3-17,21-27 -   Then Job answered:  

 But I would speak to the Almighty,   and I desire to argue my case with God.  

 As for you, you whitewash with lies;   all of you are worthless physicians.  

 If you would only keep silent,   that would be your wisdom!  
 Hear now my reasoning,   and listen to the pleadings of my lips.  

 Will you speak falsely for God,   and speak deceitfully for him?  

 Will you show partiality toward him,   will you plead the case for God?  

 Will it be well with you when he searches you out?   Or can you deceive him, as one 
person deceives another?  

 He will surely rebuke you   if in secret you show partiality.  

 Will not his majesty terrify you,   and the dread of him fall upon you?  

 Your maxims are proverbs of ashes,   your defenses are defenses of clay.    
    ÒLet me have silence, and I will speak,   and let come on me what may.  

 I will take my flesh in my teeth,   and put my life in my hand.  

 See, he will kill me; I have no hope;   but I will defend my ways to his face.  

 This will be my salvation,   that the godless shall not come before him.  

 Listen carefully to my words,   and let my declaration be in your ears.  

 withdraw your hand far from me,   and do not let dread of you terrify me.  

 Then call, and I will answer;   or let me speak, and you reply to me.  

 How many are my iniquities and my sins?   Make me know my transgression and 
my sin.  
 Why do you hide your face,   and count me as your enemy?  

 Will you frighten a windblown leaf   and pursue dry chaff?  

 For you write bitter things against me,   and make me reap the iniquities of my 
youth.  
 You put my feet in the stocks,   and watch all my paths;   you set a bound to the 
soles of my feet. 
 

James 2:14-26 -   What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith 
but do not have works? Can faith save you?  If a brother or sister is naked and lacks 
daily food,  and one of you says to them, ÒGo in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,Ó 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?  So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead.  

  But someone will say, ÒYou have faith and I have works.Ó Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith.  You believe that God is 
one; you do well. Even the demons believeÑand shudder.  Do you want to be 
shown, you senseless person, that faith apart from works is barren?  Was not our 
ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?  
You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was brought to 
completion by the works.  Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, ÒAbraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,Ó and he was called the 
friend of God.  You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.  
Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she welcomed 
the messengers and sent them out by another road?  For just as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead. 
 

Mark 14:66-72 -   While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls 
of the high priest came by.  When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him 
and said, ÒYou also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.Ó  But he denied it, 
saying, ÒI do not know or understand what you are talking about.Ó And he went out 
into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed.  And the servant-girl, on seeing him, 
began again to say to the bystanders, ÒThis man is one of them.Ó  But again he 
denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, ÒCertainly you 
are one of them; for you are a Galilean.Ó  But he began to curse, and he swore an 

oath, ÒI do not know this man you are talking about.Ó  At that moment the cock 
crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, 
ÒBefore the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.Ó And he broke down 
and wept.  

The Imitation of Christ  

The Truth of the Lord endures for ever 

You thunder your judgements upon me, O Lord; you shake all my bones with fear 
and dread, and my soul becomes severely frightened. I am bewildered when I realise 
that even the heavens are not pure in your sight. 

If you discovered iniquity in the angels and did not spare them, what will become of me? 
The stars fell from heaven, and I, mere dust, what should I expect? Those whose 
works seemed praiseworthy fell to the depths, and I have seen those who once were 
fed with the bread of angels take comfort in the husks of swine. 

There is no holiness where you have withdrawn your hand, O Lord; no profitable 
wisdom if you cease to rule over it; no helpful strength if you cease to preserve it. If 
you forsake us, we sink and perish; but if you visit us, we rise up and live again. We 
are unstable, but you make us firm; we grow cool, but you inflame us. 

All superficial glory has been swallowed up in the depths of your judgement upon 
me. 
What is all flesh in your sight? Can the clay be glorified in opposition to its Maker? 

How can anyone be stirred by empty talk if his heart is subject in the truth to God? 

If a man is subject to truth, possession of the whole world cannot swell him with 
pride; nor will he be swayed by the flattery of his admirers, if he has established all 
his trust in God. 
For those who do nothing but talk amount to nothing; they fail with their din of 
words, but Ôthe truth of the Lord endures for everÕ. 
 

WEDNESDAY 38        !        119:25-48 
 

1 Kings 9:24-10:13 -   But PharaohÕs daughter went up from the city of David to 
her own house that Solomon had built for her; then he built the Millo.  

  Three times a year Solomon used to offer up burnt offerings and sacrifices of well-
being on the altar that he built for the LORD, offering incense before the LORD. 
So he completed the house.  

  King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth on the 
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.  Hiram sent his servants with the fleet, 
sailors who were familiar with the sea, together with the servants of Solomon.  They 
went to Ophir, and imported from there four hundred twenty talents of gold, 
which they delivered to King Solomon.  

  When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, (fame due to the name of 
the LORD), she came to test him with hard questions.  She came to Jerusalem with 
a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices, and very much gold, and precious 
stones; and when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind.  
Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that 
he could not explain to her.  When the queen of Sheba had observed all the wisdom 
of Solomon, the house that he had built,  the food of his table, the seating of his 
officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his valets, and his burnt 
offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there was no more spirit in her.  
  So she said to the king, ÒThe report was true that I heard in my own land of your 
accomplishments and of your wisdom,  but I did not believe the reports until I came 
and my own eyes had seen it. Not even half had been told me; your wisdom and 
prosperity far surpass the report that I had heard.  Happy are your wives! Happy are 



these your servants, who continually attend you and hear your wisdom!  Blessed be 
the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of Israel! 
Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king to execute justice and 
righteousness.Ó  Then she gave the king one hundred twenty talents of gold, a great 
quantity of spices, and precious stones; never again did spices come in such quantity 
as that which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.  

  Moreover, the fleet of Hiram, which carried gold from Ophir, brought from 
Ophir a great quantity of almug wood and precious stones.  From the almug wood 
the king made supports for the house of the LORD, and for the kingÕs house, lyres 
also and harps for the singers; no such almug wood has come or been seen to this 
day.  
  Meanwhile King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba every desire that she 
expressed, as well as what he gave her out of SolomonÕs royal bounty. Then she 
returned to her own land, with her servants. 
 

Job 12:1,14:1-22 -   Then Job answered:  

    ÒA mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble,  

 comes up like a flower and withers,   flees like a shadow and does not last.  

 Do you fix your eyes on such a one?   Do you bring me into judgment with you?  

 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?   No one can.  

 Since their days are determined,   and the number of their months is known to 
you,   and you have appointed the bounds that they cannot pass,  

 look away from them, and desist,   that they may enjoy, like laborers, their days.    
    ÒFor there is hope for a tree,   if it is cut down, that it will sprout again,   and that 
its shoots will not cease.  

 Though its root grows old in the earth,   and its stump dies in the ground,  

 yet at the scent of water it will bud   and put forth branches like a young plant.  

 But mortals die, and are laid low;   humans expire, and where are they?  

 As waters fail from a lake,   and a river wastes away and dries up,  

 so mortals lie down and do not rise again;   until the heavens are no more, they will 
not awake   or be roused out of their sleep.  

 Oh that you would hide me in Sheol,   that you would conceal me until your wrath 
is past,   that you would appoint me a set time, and remember me!  

 If mortals die, will they live again?   All the days of my service I would wait   until 
my release should come.  

 You would call, and I would answer you;   you would long for the work of your 
hands.  
 For then you would not number my steps,   you would not keep watch over my sin;  

 my transgression would be sealed up in a bag,   and you would cover over my 
iniquity.    
    ÒBut the mountain falls and crumbles away,   and the rock is removed from its 
place;  
 the waters wear away the stones;   the torrents wash away the soil of the earth;   so 
you destroy the hope of mortals.  

 You prevail forever against them, and they pass away;   you change their 
countenance, and send them away.  

 Their children come to honor, and they do not know it;   they are brought low, and 
it goes unnoticed.  

 They feel only the pain of their own bodies,   and mourn only for themselves.Ó 
 

James 3:1-12 -   Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, 
for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.  For all of us 
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to 
keep the whole body in check with a bridle.  If we put bits into the mouths of horses 
to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies.  Or look at ships: though they 
are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very 
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.  So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great exploits.   How great a forest is set ablaze by a small 

fire!  And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world 
of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set 
on fire by hell.  For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can 
be tamed and has been tamed by the human species,  but no one can tame the 
tongueÑa restless evil, full of deadly poison.  With it we bless the Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God.  From the same 
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so.  
Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water?  
Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more 
can salt water yield fresh. 
 

Mark 15:1-11 -   As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation 
with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, 
and handed him over to Pilate.  Pilate asked him, ÒAre you the King of the Jews?Ó 
He answered him, ÒYou say so.Ó  Then the chief priests accused him of many 
things.  Pilate asked him again, ÒHave you no answer? See how many charges they 
bring against you.Ó  But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.  

  Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 
asked.  Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 
murder during the insurrection.  So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do 
for them according to his custom.  Then he answered them, ÒDo you want me to 
release for you the King of the Jews?Ó  For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 
the chief priests had handed him over.  But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 
have him release Barabbas for them instead. 
 

From a commentary on John by Origen 

Christ spoke of his body as a temple 

Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up. 

It seems to me that Jesus meant the Jews in this episode to stand for sensual men 
and those desirous of carnal and sensual things. These Jews were angry at his 
expulsion of the people who were turning his FatherÕs house into a market. So they 
asked for a sign to justify these actions, a sign that would show that the Word of 
God, whom they refused to accept, was acting rightly. The SaviourÕs reply combines 
a statement about the temple with a prophecy about his own body, for in answer to 
their question: What sign can you give to justify your conduct? he says: Destroy this temple and in 
three days I will raise it up. 

Indeed, I think that both the temple and the body of Jesus can be seen together as a 
type of the Church. For the Church is being built out of living stones; it is in 
process of becoming a spiritual dwelling for a holy priesthood, raised on the foundations of apostles 
and prophets, with Christ as its chief cornerstone. Hence it bears the name Òtemple.Ó On the 
other hand, it is written: You are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. Thus even 
the harmonious alignment of the stones should seem to be destroyed and 
fragmented and, as described in the twenty-first psalm, all the bones which go to 
make up ChristÕs body should seem to be scattered by insidious attacks in 
persecutions or times of trouble, or by those who in days of persecution undermine 
the unity of the temple, nevertheless the temple will be rebuilt and the body will rise 
again on the third day, after the day of evil which threatens it and the day of 
consummation which follows. For the third day will dawn upon a new heaven and a 
new earth when these bones that form the whole house of Israel are raised up on 
that great day of the Lord, when death has been defeated. So the resurrection of 
Christ, accomplished after his suffering on the cross, embraces the mystery of the 
resurrection of his whole body. 

For just as that physical body of Christ was crucified and buried, and afterward 
raised up, so in the same way the whole body of ChristÕs holy ones has been 
crucified and lives no longer with its own life. For each of them, like Paul, makes 



his boast of nothing else but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which he has 
himself been crucified to the world, and the world to him. But each Christian has 
not only been crucified with Christ and crucified to the world; he has been buried 
with Christ too, as Paul tells us: We have been buried with Christ. But as though already in 
possession of some pledge of the resurrection, Paul goes on to say: And we have risen 
with him. 
 

THURSDAY 37:1-18        !        37:19-42 
 

1 Kings 11:1-13 -   King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the 
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,  
from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the Israelites, ÒYou shall 
not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you; for they will surely 
incline your heart to follow their godsÓ; Solomon clung to these in love.  Among his 
wives were seven hundred princesses and three hundred concubines; and his wives 
turned away his heart.  For when Solomon was old, his wives turned away his heart 
after other gods; and his heart was not true to the LORD his God, as was the heart 
of his father David.  For Solomon followed Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians, 
and Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.  So Solomon did what was evil in 
the sight of the LORD, and did not completely follow the LORD, as his father 
David had done.  Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination 
of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east 
of Jerusalem.  He did the same for all his foreign wives, who offered incense and 
sacrificed to their gods.  

  Then the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from 
the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice,  and had commanded 
him concerning this matter, that he should not follow other gods; but he did not 
observe what the LORD commanded.  Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, 
ÒSince this has been your mind and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes 
that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and give it to 
your servant.  Yet for the sake of your father David I will not do it in your lifetime; I 
will tear it out of the hand of your son.  I will not, however, tear away the entire 
kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of my servant David and for 
the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.Ó 
 

Job 16:16-22,17:1,13-16  - My face is red with weeping,   and deep darkness is on 
my eyelids,  

 though there is no violence in my hands,   and my prayer is pure.    
    ÒO earth, do not cover my blood;   let my outcry find no resting place.  

 Even now, in fact, my witness is in heaven,   and he that vouches for me is on high.  

 My friends scorn me;   my eye pours out tears to God,  

 that he would maintain the right of a mortal with God,   as one does for a 
neighbor.  
 For when a few years have come,   I shall go the way from which I shall not return.  

 My spirit is broken, my days are extinct,   the grave is ready for me.  

 If I look for Sheol as my house,   if I spread my couch in darkness,  

 if I say to the Pit, ÔYou are my father,Õ   and to the worm, ÔMy mother,Õ or ÔMy 
sister,Õ  

 where then is my hope?   Who will see my hope?  

 Will it go down to the bars of Sheol?   Shall we descend together into the dust?Ó 
 

James 3:13-4:12 -   Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good 
life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom.  But if you have bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.  
Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  
For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind.  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy.  And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make 
peace.  

   Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 
come from your cravings that are at war within you?  You want something and do 
not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; 
so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask.  
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get 
on your pleasures.  Adulterers! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an 
enemy of God.  Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture says, 
ÒGod yearns jealously for the spirit that he has made to dwell in usÓ?  But he gives 
all the more grace; therefore it says,  ÒGod opposes the proud,   but gives grace to 
the humble.Ó  

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Lament and mourn and weep. Let 
your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy into dejection.  Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  

  Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters. Whoever speaks evil 
against another or judges another, speaks evil against the law and judges the law; but 
if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.  There is one lawgiver 
and judge who is able to save and to destroy. So who, then, are you to judge your 
neighbor? 
 

Mark 15:12-21 - Pilate spoke to them again, ÒThen what do you wish me to do with 
the man you call the King of the Jews?Ó  They shouted back, ÒCrucify him!Ó  Pilate 
asked them, ÒWhy, what evil has he done?Ó But they shouted all the more, ÒCrucify 
him!Ó  So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  

  Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governorÕs 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort.  And they clothed him in 
a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him.  
And they began saluting him, ÒHail, King of the Jews!Ó  They struck his head with a 
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him.  After mocking him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led 
him out to crucify him.  
  They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his 
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.  

A sermon by Pope St Leo the Great 

I shall put my laws within them 

Dearly beloved, when our Lord Jesus Christ was preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom and healing various illnesses throughout the whole of Galilee, the fame of 
his mighty works spread into all of Syria, and great crowds from all parts of Judea 
flocked to the heavenly physician. Because human ignorance is slow to believe what 
it does not see, and equally slow to hope for what it does not know, those who were 
to be instructed in the divine teaching had first to be aroused by bodily benefits and 
visible miracles so that, once they had experienced his gracious power, they would 
no longer doubt the wholesome effect of his doctrine. In order, therefore, to 
transform outward healings into inward remedies, and to cure menÕs souls now that 
he had healed their bodies, our Lord separated himself from the surrounding 
crowds, climbed to the solitude of a neighboring mountain, and called the apostles 
to himself. From the height of this mystical site he then instructed them in the most 
lofty doctrines, suggesting both by the very nature of the place and by what he was 
doing that it was he who long ago had honoured Moses by speaking to him. At that 
time, his words showed a terrifying justice, but now they reveal a sacred 
compassion, in order to fulfill what was promised in the words of the prophet 



Jeremiah: Behold the days are coming, says the Lord, when I shall establish a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and with the house of Judah. After those days, says the Lord, I shall put my laws within them and 
write them on their hearts. 

And so it was that he who had spoken to Moses spoke also to the apostles. Writing in 
the hearts of his disciples, the swift hand of the Word composed the ordinances of 
the new covenant. And this was not done as formerly, in the midst of dense clouds, 
amid terrifying sounds and lightning, so that the people were frightened away from 
approaching the mountain. Instead, there was a tranquil discourse which clearly 
reached the ears of all who stood nearby so that the harshness of the law might be 
softened by the gentleness of grace, and the spirit of adoption might dispel the 
terror of slavery.  

Concerning the content of ChristÕs teaching, his own sacred words bear witness; 
thus whoever longs to attain eternal blessedness can now recognize the steps that 
lead to that high happiness. Blessed, he says, are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. It might have been unclear to which poor he was referring, if after the words 
Blessed are the poor, he had not added anything about the kind of poor he had in mind. 
For then the poverty that many suffer because of grave and harsh necessity might 
seem sufficient to merit the kingdom of heaven. 

But when he says: Blessed are the poor in spirit, he shows that the kingdom of heaven is to 
be given to those who are distinguished by their humility of soul rather than by their 
lack of worldly goods. 

FRIDAY 31        !        35 
 

1 Kings 11:26-43 -   Jeroboam son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant 
of Solomon, whose motherÕs name was Zeruah, a widow, rebelled against the king.  
The following was the reason he rebelled against the king. Solomon built the Millo, 
and closed up the gap in the wall of the city of his father David.  The man Jeroboam 
was very able, and when Solomon saw that the young man was industrious he gave 
him charge over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph.  About that time, when 
Jeroboam was leaving Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him on the 
road. Ahijah had clothed himself with a new garment. The two of them were alone 
in the open country when Ahijah laid hold of the new garment he was wearing and 
tore it into twelve pieces.  He then said to Jeroboam: Take for yourself ten pieces; 
for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ÒSee, I am about to tear the kingdom 
from the hand of Solomon, and will give you ten tribes.  One tribe will remain his, 
for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city that I have 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel.  This is because he has forsaken me, worshiped 
Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the 
god of the Ammonites, and has not walked in my ways, doing what is right in my 
sight and keeping my statutes and my ordinances, as his father David did.  
Nevertheless I will not take the whole kingdom away from him but will make him 
ruler all the days of his life, for the sake of my servant David whom I chose and who 
did keep my commandments and my statutes;  but I will take the kingdom away from 
his son and give it to youÑthat is, the ten tribes.  Yet to his son I will give one tribe, 
so that my servant David may always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city 
where I have chosen to put my name.  I will take you, and you shall reign over all 
that your soul desires; you shall be king over Israel.  If you will listen to all that I 
command you, walk in my ways, and do what is right in my sight by keeping my 
statutes and my commandments, as David my servant did, I will be with you, and 
will build you an enduring house, as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you.  
For this reason I will punish the descendants of David, but not forever.Ó  Solomon 
sought therefore to kill Jeroboam; but Jeroboam promptly fled to Egypt, to King 
Shishak of Egypt, and remained in Egypt until the death of Solomon.  

  Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did as well as his wisdom, are they 
not written in the Book of the Acts of Solomon?  The time that Solomon reigned in 

Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.  Solomon slept with his ancestors and was 
buried in the city of his father David; and his son Rehoboam succeeded him. 
 

Job 19:1-7,14-27 -   Then Job answered:  

 ÒHow long will you torment me,   and break me in pieces with words?  
 These ten times you have cast reproach upon me;   are you not ashamed to wrong 
me?  
 And even if it is true that I have erred,   my error remains with me.  

 If indeed you magnify yourselves against me,   and make my humiliation an 
argument against me,  
 know then that God has put me in the wrong,   and closed his net around me.  

 Even when I cry out, ÔViolence!Õ I am not answered;   I call aloud, but there is no 
justice.  
 My relatives and my close friends have failed me;  

  the guests in my house have forgotten me;  my serving girls count me as a stranger;   
I have become an alien in their eyes.  

 I call to my servant, but he gives me no answer;   I must myself plead with him.  

 My breath is repulsive to my wife;   I am loathsome to my own family.  
 Even young children despise me;   when I rise, they talk against me.  

 All my intimate friends abhor me,   and those whom I loved have turned against 
me.  
 My bones cling to my skin and to my flesh,   and I have escaped by the skin of my 
teeth.  
 Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends,   for the hand of God has 
touched me!  

 Why do you, like God, pursue me,   never satisfied with my flesh?    
    ÒO that my words were written down!   O that they were inscribed in a book!  

 O that with an iron pen and with lead   they were engraved on a rock forever!  

 For I know that my Redeemer lives,   and that at the last he will stand upon the 
earth;  
 and after my skin has been thus destroyed,   then in my flesh I shall see God,  

 whom I shall see on my side,   and my eyes shall behold, and not another.   My 
heart faints within me! 
 

James 4:13-5:6 -   Come now, you who say, ÒToday or tomorrow we will go to such 
and such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making money.Ó  Yet 
you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a 
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.  Instead you ought to say, ÒIf 
the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.Ó  As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance; all such boasting is evil.  Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do 
and fails to do it, commits sin.  

  Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to 
you.  Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten.  Your gold and 
silver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you, and it will eat your 
flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure for the last days.  Listen! The wages of the 
laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the 
cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.  You have lived on 
the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of 
slaughter.  You have condemned and murdered the righteous one, who does not 
resist you. 
 

Mark 15:22-32 - Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 
means the place of a skull).  And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he 
did not take it.  And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take.  

  It was nine oÕclock in the morning when they crucified him.  The inscription of 
the charge against him read, ÒThe King of the Jews.Ó  And with him they crucified 
two bandits, one on his right and one on his left.  Those who passed by derided 



him, shaking their heads and saying, ÒAha! You who would destroy the temple and 
build it in three days,  save yourself, and come down from the cross!Ó  In the same 
way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among 
themselves and saying, ÒHe saved others; he cannot save himself.  Let the Messiah, 
the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.Ó 
Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.  

St Leo the Great on the Beatitudes 

Blessed are the poor in spirit 

There is no doubt that the poor find it easier than the rich to receive the blessing of 
humility; for gentleness goes with poverty just as pride more commonly goes with 
riches. Nevertheless, very many rich people find that their wealth does not swell 
them up with pride: rather, they do good and benevolent things with it. For these 
people the greatest treasure is what they spend in relieving the distress and hardship 
of others. 
In the virtue of humility men of every kind and every standing meet together, 
because though they differ in their means they share a common purpose. Their 
inequality of wealth makes no difference if they are equal in spiritual blessings. 

What kind of poverty, then, is blessed? The kind that is not in love with earthly 
things and does not seek worldly riches: the kind that longs to be filled with the 
blessings of heaven. 

After our Lord himself, the Apostles have given us the best example of this greatness 
of heart in poverty. When their Master called, they instantly left behind all that they 
possessed, and from catching fish they turned swiftly to fishing for men. Their 
example inspired many to emulate their faith and so become like them: it was at this 
time that these first sons of the Church were of one heart and there was one spirit 
among believers. With all their possessions stripped away they received the riches of 
eternal blessings, and through the ApostlesÕ preaching they rejoiced at having 
nothing that the world could give and possessing all things with Christ. 

So it was that when the blessed apostle Peter was going up into the Temple and the 
cripple begged him for alms, he replied I have neither silver nor gold, but I will give you what I 
have: in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk! What could be higher than this lowliness? 
What could be richer than this poverty? He cannot give the support of money but he 
can give the gift of a restored nature. From the womb his mother brought him forth 
a cripple; by a word Peter raises him up to health. He did not give the image of 
Caesar stamped on a coin but he restored the image of Christ in the man himself. 

The man who was given the power to walk was not the only one to receive help from 
this rich treasure. From the same act of miraculous healing Five thousand men 
received the gift of faith in the ApostleÕs teaching. The poor man who could give 
nothing of what he was asked for restored one lame man to his feet but also healed 
the hearts of thousands: he found them lame and brought them to be lithe and agile 
in Christ. 
 

SATURDAY 30, 32        !        42, 43 
 

1 Kings 12:1-20 -   Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to 
Shechem to make him king.  When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was 
still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned 
from Egypt.  And they sent and called him; and Jeroboam and all the assembly of 
Israel came and said to Rehoboam,  ÒYour father made our yoke heavy. Now 
therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke that he placed 
on us, and we will serve you.Ó  He said to them, ÒGo away for three days, then come 
again to me.Ó So the people went away.  

  Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older men who had attended his 
father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, ÒHow do you advise me to answer 
this people?Ó  They answered him, ÒIf you will be a servant to this people today and 
serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be 
your servants forever.Ó  But he disregarded the advice that the older men gave him, 
and consulted with the young men who had grown up with him and now attended 
him.  He said to them, ÒWhat do you advise that we answer this people who have 
said to me, ÔLighten the yoke that your father put on usÕ?Ó  The young men who had 
grown up with him said to him, ÒThus you should say to this people who spoke to 
you, ÔYour father made our yoke heavy, but you must lighten it for usÕ; thus you 
should say to them, ÔMy little finger is thicker than my fatherÕs loins.  Now, whereas 
my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined 
you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.ÕÓ  

  So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had 
said, ÒCome to me again the third day.Ó  The king answered the people harshly. He 
disregarded the advice that the older men had given him and spoke to them 
according to the advice of the young men, ÒMy father made your yoke heavy, but I 
will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you 
with scorpions.Ó  So the king did not listen to the people, because it was a turn of 
affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfill his word, which the LORD 
had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.  

 When all Israel saw that the king would not listen to them, the people answered the 
king,  ÒWhat share do we have in David?   We have no inheritance in the son of 
Jesse.  To your tents, O Israel!   Look now to your own house, O David.Ó  So Israel 
went away to their tents.  But Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites who were living 
in the towns of Judah.  When King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was taskmaster 
over the forced labor, all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam then 
hurriedly mounted his chariot to flee to Jerusalem.  So Israel has been in rebellion 
against the house of David to this day.  

  When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to the 
assembly and made him king over all Israel. There was no one who followed the 
house of David, except the tribe of Judah alone. 
 

Job 22:1-4,21-23:7 Ð   Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:  

 ÒCan a mortal be of use to God?   Can even the wisest be of service to him?  

 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty if you are righteous,   or is it gain to him if you 
make your ways blameless?  

 Is it for your piety that he reproves you,   and enters into judgment with you?  

    ÒAgree with God, and be at peace;   in this way good will come to you.  

 Receive instruction from his mouth,   and lay up his words in your heart.  

 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored,   if you remove unrighteousness 
from your tents,  
 if you treat gold like dust,   and gold of Ophir like the stones of the torrent-bed,  
 and if the Almighty is your gold   and your precious silver,  

 then you will delight yourself in the Almighty,   and lift up your face to God.  

 You will pray to him, and he will hear you,   and you will pay your vows.  

 You will decide on a matter, and it will be established for you,   and light will shine 
on your ways.  

 When others are humiliated, you say it is pride;   for he saves the humble.  

 He will deliver even those who are guilty;   they will escape because of the cleanness 
of your hands.Ó  

   Then Job answered:  

 ÒToday also my complaint is bitter;   his hand is heavy despite my groaning.  

 Oh, that I knew where I might find him,   that I might come even to his dwelling!  

 I would lay my case before him,   and fill my mouth with arguments.  

 I would learn what he would answer me,   and understand what he would say to me.  

 Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power?   No; but he would give 
heed to me.  



 There an upright person could reason with him,   and I should be acquitted forever 
by my judge.   
 

James 5:7-12,19-20 -   Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the 
Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it 
until it receives the early and the late rains.  You also must be patient. Strengthen 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  Beloved, do not grumble against 
one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors!  
As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in 
the name of the Lord.  Indeed we call blessed those who showed endurance. You 
have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, 
how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.  

  Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other 
oath, but let your ÒYesÓ be yes and your ÒNoÓ be no, so that you may not fall under 
condemnation.  
  My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is 
brought back by another,  you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from 
wandering will save the sinnerÕs soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

Mark 15:33-39 -   When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon.  At three oÕclock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ÒEloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?Ó which means, ÒMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?Ó  
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ÒListen, he is calling for Elijah.Ó  
And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to 
him to drink, saying, ÒWait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.Ó  
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom.  Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, 
saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, ÒTruly this man was GodÕs Son!Ó 
 

St Leo the Great on the Beatitudes 

The blessedness of Christ's kingdom 

After pronouncing his blessing on poverty, the Lord added Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted.  
Dearly beloved, this mourning that is promised eternal comfort has nothing in 
common with the afflictions of this world. No-one is made blessed by the kind of 
lamentation that the whole human race indulges in. The sighs and blessed tears of 
the saints have another cause. Holy sorrow comes from contemplating oneÕs own 
sins and the sins of others. It does not weep at the actions of divine justice but at the 
sins committed by human wickedness. It is the one who does evil here who is to be 
pitied, not the one who suffers it: for what the evil man has done thrusts him down 
to punishment, while what the just man has put up with leads him up into glory. 

Then the Lord added Blessed are the meek, for they shall have the earth for their inheritance. To the 
meek and gentle, to the lowly and unassuming, to all who are prepared to endure 
injury Ð to these the earth is promised. This is not a small or unimportant 
inheritance, as if Òthe earthÓ were somehow distinct from a dwelling-place in 
heaven: in fact, you must understand it as meaning that only the meek will enter the 
kingdom of heaven. This earth that is promised to the meek, that is to be given to 
the gentle to possess, is the body of the saints, whose humility will raise them up and 
clothe them in the glory of immortality, united at last with the Spirit of unity. Then 
the outer self will belong to the inner self at last, a peaceful and secure possession. 

The meek will possess this inheritance in everlasting peace and their right to it will 
never grow less. Our present perishable nature must put on imperishability and this mortal nature must 
put on immortality, so that a danger to the soul becomes a reward and what was onerous 
becomes an honour. 

 

 


