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PROPER14 week of the Sunday closest to August 10
SUNDAY 66,67 ! 19, 46

2 Samuel 13:22 - Some time passed. DavidOs son Absalom had a beautiful sister
whose name wdamar; and DavidOs son Amnon fell in love with her. Amnon was
so tormented that he made himself ill because of his sister Tamar, for she was a
virgin and it seemed impossible to Amnon to do anything to her. But Amnon had a
friend whose name was Jonadtkad son of DavidOs brother Shimeah; and Jonadab
was a very crafty man. He said to him, OO son of the king, why are you so haggar
morning after morning? Will you not tell me?O Amnon said to him, Ol love Tamar,
my brother AbsalomOs sister.O Jonadab Isiaid €@Lie down on your bed and
pretend to be ill; and when your father comes to see you, say to him, OLet my sistt
Tamar come and give me something to eat, and prepare the food in my sight, so tt
I may see it and eat it from her hand.OO So Amnowtgyadd pretended to be

ill; and when the king came to see him, Amnon said to the king, OPlease let my
sister Tamar come and make a couple of cakes in my sight, so that | may eat from
her hand.O

Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, OGo to your brotimem®s house, and
prepare food for him.O So Tamar went to her brother AmnonOs house, where he
was lying down. She took dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked t
cakes. Then she took the pan and set them out before him, but he refused to eat
Amnon said, OSend out everyone from me.O So everyone went out from him. The
Amnon said to Tamar, OBring the food into the chamber, so that | may eat from
your hand.O So Tamar took the cakes she had made, and brought them into the
chamber to Amnon her bther. But when she brought them near him to eat, he

took hold of her, and said to her, OCome, lie with me, my sister.O She answered
him, ONo, my brother, do not force me; for such a thing is not done in Israel; do
not do anything so vile! As for me, whewald | carry my shame? And as for you,

you would be as one of the scoundrels in Israel. Now therefore, | beg you, speak tc
the king; for he will not withhold me from you.O But he would not listen to her;

and being stronger than she, he forced her anslifayher.

Then Amnon was seized with a very great loathing for her; indeed, his loathing wa:
even greater than the lust he had felt for her. Amnon said to her, OGet out!O But s
said to him, ONo, my brother; for this wrong in sending me away is tyaatée

other that you did to me.O But he would not listen to her. He called the young man
who served him and said, OPut this woman out of my presence, and bolt the door
after her.O (Now she was wearing a long robe with sleeves; for this is how the virg
daughters of the king were clothed in earlier times.) So his servant put her out, anc
bolted the door after her. But Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore the long robe
that she was wearing; she put her hand on her head, and went away, crying aloud
shewent.

Her brother Absalom said to her, OHas Amnon your brother been with you? Be
quiet for now, my sister; he is your brother; do not take this to heart.O So Tamar
remained, a desolate woman, in her brother AbsalomOs house. When King David
heard of allhese things, he became very angry, but he would not punish his son
Amnon, because he loved him, for he was his firstborn. But Absalom spoke to
Amnon neither good nor bad; for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had raped hi
sister Tamar.

Judges 11:11,2940 - Now Jephthah the Gileadite, the son of a prostitute, was a
mighty warrior. Gilead was the father of Jephthah. GileadOs wife also bore him
sons; and when his wifeOs sons grew up, they drove Jephthah away, saying to hin
OYou shall not inherit anytlgjrin our fatherOs house; for you are the son of another
woman.O Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob.
Outlaws collected around Jephthah and went raiding with him.

After a time the Ammonites made war against Israel. Andiveh&@mmonites
made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah from the land



of Tob. They said to Jephthah, OCome and be our commander, so that we may fi
with the Ammonites.O But Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, OAtdh@u no
very ones who rejected me and drove me out of my fatherOs house? So why do y¢
come to me now when you are in trouble?O The elders of Gilead said to Jephthar
ONevertheless, we have now turned back to you, so that you may go with us and
with the Ammonites, and become head over us, over all the inhabitants of Gilead.C
Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, OIf you bring me home again to fight with the
Ammonites, and the LORD gives | them over to me, | will be your head.O And the
elders of Gileadaid to Jephthah, OThe LORD will be witness between us; we will
surely do as you say.O So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the peopl
made him head and commander over them; and Jephthah spoke all his words befc
the LORD at Mizpah.

Then he spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead
and Manasseh. He passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he
passed on to the Ammonites. And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD, and said, (
you will give the Ammonitego my handthen whoever comes out of the doors of
my house to meet me, when | return victorious from the Ammonites, shall be the
LORDOS, to be offered up by me as a burnt offering.0 So Jephthah crossed over
the Ammonites to fight against them; dmel tORD gave them into his hand. He
inflicted a massive defeat on them from Aroer to the neighborhood of Minnith,
twenty towns, and as far as AtsvBmim. So the Ammonites were subdued before
the people of Israel.

Then Jephthah came to his home apatizand there was his daughter coming
out to meet him with timbrels and with dancing. She was his only child; he had no
son or daughter except her. When he saw her, he tore his clothes, and said, OAla
my daughter! You have brought me very low; yod)haome the cause of great
trouble to me. For | have opened my mouth to the LORD, and | cannot take back
my vow.O She said to him, OMy father, if you have opened your mouth to the
LORD, do to me according 'to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the
LORD has given you vengeance against your enemies, the Ammonites.O And she
said to her father, OLet this thing be done for me: Grant me two months, so that |
may go and wander on the mountains, and bewail my virginity, my companions an
1.0" 0Go,0 he saitll sent her away for two months. So she departed, she and her
companions, and bewailed her virginity on the mountains. At the end of two
months, she returned to her father, who did with her according to the vow he had
made. She had never slept with a.rBarthere arose an Israelite custom that for
four days every year the daughters of Israel would go out to lament the daughter o
Jephthah the Gileadite.

Rom. 15:113- We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and
not to please ourselves. Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose
of building up the neighbor. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written,
OThe insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.O For whatever was writter
in former daysvas written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastne
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance
with Christ Jesus, so thtagether you may with one voice glorify the God and

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf o
thetruth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written, OTherefore | will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to_youl
nameO; and agdie says, ORejoice, O Gentiles, with his peopleO; and again, OPra
the Lord all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise himO; and again Isaiah sa
OThe root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentlles in him the
Gentiles shall hze.O May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

John 3:22 36 - After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside,
and he spent some time there witnthand baptized. John also was baptizing at
Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming an
were being baptizB8idohn, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison.

Now a discussion about purlflcatlon arose between Jasriflesiand a Jew. They
came to John and said to him, ORabbi, the one who was with you across the Jord:
to whom you testified, here he is baptlzmg and all are going to him.O John
answered, ONo one can receive anything except what has been givanenom he
You yourselves are my witnesses that | said, Ol am not the Messiah, but | have be
sent ahead of him.O He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroomOs voice
For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He must increase, but | must decrease.O
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs ti
the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is ab
all. He testiles to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony.
Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom
God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. Tt
Father loves the Sondahas placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the
Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure
GodOs wrath.

From a dialogue On Divine Providence by Saint Catherine of Siena, virgin

The bonds of love

My swetelord, look with mercy upon your people and especially upon the mystical
body of your Church. Greater glory is given to your name for pardoning a
multitude of your creatures than if | alone were pardoned for my great sins against
your majesty. It would b consolation for me to enjoy your life if your holy

people stood in death. For | see that sin darkens the life of your bride the Bhurch
my sin and the sins of others.

It is a special grace | ask for, this pardon for the creatures you have made in your
image and likeness. When you created man, you were moved by love to make hin
your own image. Surely only love could so dignify your creatures. But | know very
well that man lost the dignity you gave him; he deserved to lose it, since he had
committed B.

Moved by love and wishing to reconcile the human race to yourself, you gave us y:
only-begotten Son. He became our mediator and our justice by taking on all our
injustice and sin out of obedience to your will, eternal Father, just as you willed tha
he take on our human nature. What an immeasurably profound love! Your Son
went down from the heights of his divinity to the depths of our humanity. Can
anyoneOs heart remain closed and hardened after this?

We image your divinity, but you image our humamitlyat union of the two which

you have worked in a man. You have veiled the Godhead in a cloud, in the clay of
our humanity. Only your love could so dignify the flesh of Adam. And so by reason
of this immeasurable love | beg, with all the strength séuhythat you freely

extend your mercy to all your lowly creatures.

MONDAY 89:1-18 ! 89:1952

2 Samuel 13:239 - After two full years Absalom had sheepshearers-dtz2aa|

which is near Ephraim, and Absalom invited all the kingOs sons. Absalom came to
the king, and said, OYour servant has sheepshearers; will the kingeanainitss s
please go with your servant?0 But the king said to Absalom, ONo, my son, let us r
all go, or else we will be burdensome to you.O He pressed him, but he would not g
but gave him his blessing. Then Absalom said, OIf not, please let my brottmer Amnc
go with us.O The king said to him, OWhy should he go with you?O But Absalom



pressed him until he let Amnon and all the kingOs sons go with him. Absalom mad
a feast like a kingOs feast. Then Absalom commanded his servants, OWatch wher
AmnonOs heart is mewith wine, and when | say to you, OStrike Amnon,O then kill
him. Do not be afraid; have | not myself commanded you? Be courageous and
valiant.O So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded.
Then all the kingOs sons rose, and eashit@abhis mule and fled.

While they were on the way, the report came to David that Absalom had killed all tl
kingOs sons, and not one of them was left. The king rose, tore his garments, and I
on the ground and all his servants who were standln@lmeamgarments But
Jonadab, the son of DavidOs brother Shimeah, said, OLet not my lord suppose the
they have killed all the young men the kingOs sons; Amnon alone is dead. This ha
been determined by Absalom from the day Amnon raped his sister Tamar. N
therefore, do not let my lord the king take it to heart, as if all the kingOs sons were
dead; for Amnon alone is dead.O

But Absalom fled. When the young man who kept watch looked up, he saw many
people coming from the Horonaim road by the side of thentain. Jonadab said

to the king, OSee, the kingOs sons have come; as your servant said, so it has con
about.O As soon as he had finished speaking, the kingOs sons arrived, and raised
their voices and wept; and the king and all his servants also ybittersr.

But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. David
mourned for his son day after day. Absalom, having fled to Geshur, stayed there
three years. And the heart of the king went out, yearning for Absalom; for he was
now cmsoled over the death of Amnon.

Judges 12:7- The men of Ephraim were called to arms, and they crossed to
Zaphon and said to Jephthah, OWhy did you cross over to fight against the
Ammonites, and did not call us to go with you? We will burn your tiowseover
you!O Jephthah said to them, OMy people and | were engaged in conflict with the
Ammonites who oppressed us severely. But when | called you, you did not deliver
me from their hand. When | saw that you would not deliver me, | took my life in
my hand, and crossed over against the Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into
my hand. Why then have you come up to me this day to fight against me?0O Then
Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim; and the men of
Gilead defeated Ephrairbgcause they said, OYou are fugitives from Ephraim, you
Gileadite8lin the heart of Ephraim and Manasseh.O Then the Gileadites took the
fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. Whenever one of the fugitives of
Ephraim said, OLet me go over,O the m@ilead would say to him, OAre you an
Ephraimite?O When he said, ONo,O they said to him, OThen say Shibboleth,0 ar
he said, OSibboleth,0 for he could not pronounce it nght Then they seized him an
killed him at the fords of the Jordan. Fettyo thouand of the Ephraimites fell at
that time.

Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileadite died, and was buri
in his town in Gilead.

Acts 20:1738 - From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of tl
church to meet himWhen they came to him, he said to them:

OYou yourselves know how | lived among you the entire time from the first day tha
| set foot in Asia, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears, enduring the
trials that came to me through the plots ofithes. | did not shrink from doing
anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and teaching you publicly and
from house to house, as | testified to both Jews and Greeks about repentance tow:
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus. And now, as a daptieeSpirit, | am on

my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the
Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are
waiting for me. But | do not count my life of any value to myselfyif omhy

finish my course and the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to
the good news of GodOs grace.

OAnd now | know that none of you, among whom | have gone about proclaiming tt
kingdom, will ever see my face again. Thereforddrdeo you this day that | am

not responsible for the blood of any of you, for | did not shrink from declaring to
you the whole purpose of God. Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock,
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepbesidurch of God that

he obtained with the blood of his own Son. | know that after | have gone, savage
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Some even from your own
group will come distorting the truth in order to entice the discipléslta them.
Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years | did not cease night or day tc
warn everyone with tears. And now | commend you to God and to the message of
his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance
among all who are sanctified. | coveted no oneOs silver or gold or clothing. You
know for yourselves that | worked with my own hands to support myself and my
companions. In all this | have given you an example that by such work we must
support the weakemembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, Olt
is more blessed to give than to receive.00

When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all and prayed. There we
much weeping among them all; they embraced Paul and kissedehing gr

especially because of what he had said, that they would not see him again. Then tl
brought him to the ship.

Mark 9:42-50 - OIf any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones
who believe in me, it would be better for you if atgrellstone were hung around
your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, ¢
it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to
hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot caysesto stumble, cut it off; it

is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.
And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyés ba thrown into hell,

where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

OFor everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace witheoi@ anoth

From a treatise On the Incarnation of the Lord by Theodoret of Cyr, bishop

I will heal their wounds

Of his own free will Jesus ran to meet those sufferings that were foretold in the
Scriptures concerning him. He had forewarned his disciples abouséveral

times; he had rebuked Peter for being reluctant to accept the announcement of his
passion, and he had made it clear that it was by means of his suffering that the
worldOs salvation was to be accomplished. This was why he stepped forward and
presated himself to those who came in search of him, saying: | am the one you are¢
looking for. For the same reason he made no reply when he was accused, and
refused to hide when he could have done so; although in the past he had slipped
away on more than onecasion when they had tried to apprehend him

Jesus also wept over Jerusalem because by her unwillingness to believe she was
on her own ruin, and upon the temple, once so renowned, he passed sentence of
utter destruction. Patiently he put up with lestruck in the face by a man who was
doubly a slave, in body and in spirit. He allowed himself to be slapped, spat upon,
insulted, tortured, scourged and finally crucified. He accepted two robbers as his
companions in punishment, on his right and on &fs He endured being

reckoned with murderers and criminals. He drank the vinegar and the bitter gall
yielded by the unfaithful vineyard of Israel. He submitted to crowning with thorns
instead of with vine twigs and grapes; he was ridiculed with thegboajzleholes

were dug in his hands and his feet, and at last he was carried to the grave.

All this he endured in working out our salvation. For since those who were enslave
to sin were liable to the penalties of sin, he himself, exempt from sin thowgk he



and walking in the path of perfect righteousness, underwent the punishment of
sinners. By his cross he blotted out the decree of the ancient curse: for, as Paul sa
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us; for it is
written: OCursed be everyone who hangs on a tree.O And by his crown of thorns h
put an end to that punishment meted out to Adam, who after his sin had heard the
sentence: Cursed is the ground because of you; thorns and thistles shall it bring
forth for you

In tasting the gall Jesus took on himself the bitterness and toil of manOs mortal,
painful life. By drinking the vinegar he made his own the degradation men had
suffered, and in the same act gave us the grace to better our condition. By the
purple robe signified his kingship, by the reed he hinted at the weakness and
rottenness of the devilOs power. By taking the slap in the face, and thus suffering 1
violence, corrections and blows that were due to us, he proclalmed our freedom.

His side was pierced AdamOs was; yet there came forth not a woman who, being
beguiled, was to be the deba#arer, but a fountain of life that regenerates the

world by its two streams: the one to renew us in the baptismal font and clothe us
with the garment of immortalityhe other to feed us, the reborn, at the table of
God, just as babes are nourished with milk.

TUESDAY 97,99, [100] ! 94, [95]

2 Samuel 14:20 - Now Joab son of Zeruiah perceived that the king®s mind was o1
Absalom. Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman. He said to he
OPretend to be a mourner; put on mourning garments, do not anoint yoittself w
oil, but behave like a woman who has been mourning many days for the dead. Go
the king and speak to him as follows.O And Joab put the words into her mouth.
When the woman of Tekoa came to the king, she fell on her face to the ground anc
did obeisane, and said, OHelp, O king!O The king asked her, OWhat is your
trouble?0 She answered OAlas, | am a widow; my husband is dead. Your servant
had two sons, and they fought with one another in the field; there was no one to
part them, and one struck the etfand killed him. Now the whole family has risen
against your servant. They say, OGive up the man who struck his brother, so that\
may kill him for the life of his brother whom he murdered, even if we destroy the
heir as well.O Thus they would quencbrnayemaining ember, and leave to my
husband neither name nor remnant on the face of the earth.O

Then the king said to the woman, OGo to your house, and | will give orders
concerning you.O The woman of Tekoa said to the king, OOn me be the guilt, my
lord the king, and on my fatherOs house; let the king and his throne be guiltless.O
The king said, OIf anyone says anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall neve
touch you again.O Then she said, OPlease, may the king keep the LORD your Go
mind, so that the avenger of blood may kill no more, and my son not be destroyed.(
He sald OAs the LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground.0
Then the woman said, OPlease let your servant speak a word to my lord the king.(
He said, OSpeak.O Tieman said, OWhy then have you planned such a thing
against the people of God? For in giving this decision the king convicts himself,
inasmuch as the king does not bring his banished one home again. We must all dit
we are like water spilled on the groumtlich cannot be gathered up. But God will

not take away a life; he will devise plans so as not to keep an outcast banished for
from his presence. Now | have come to say this to my lord the king because the
people have made me afraid; your servangtitpOl will speak to the king; it may

be that the king will perform the request of his servant. For the king will hear, and
deliver his servant from the hand of the man who would cut both me and my son o
from the heritage of God.O Your servant tho@jfite word of my lord the king will

set me at restO; for my lord the king is like the angel of God, discerning good and
evil. The LORD your God be with you!O

Then the king answered the woman, ODo not withhold from me anything | ask
you.O The woman saitleOmy lord the king speak.O The king said, Ols the hand of

Joab with you in all this?O The woman answered and said, OAs surely as you live,
lord the king, one cannot turn right or left from anything that my lord the king has
said. For it was your semvdoab who commanded me; it was he who put all these
words into the mouth of your servant. In order to change the course of affairs your
servant Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like the wisdom of the angel of God
to know all things that are on theta.O

Judges 13:15- The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD,
and the LORD gave them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.

There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was
Manoah. His wé was barren, havmg borne no children. And the angel of the
LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, OAlthough you are barren, having
borne no children, you shall conceive and bear a son. Now be careful not to drink
wine or strong drink, or to eahgthing uncleanfor you shall conceive and bear a
son. No razor is to come on his head, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from
birth. It is he who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.O
Then the woman came and told her lamsl) OA man of God came to me, and his
appearance was like that of an angel of God, mestspiveng; | did not ask him
where he came from, and he did not tell me his name; but he said to me, OYou st
conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wis&amg dnnk and eat nothlng
unclean, for the boy shall be a nazirite to God from birth to the day of his death.OC

Then Manoah entreated the LORD, and said, OO, LORD, | pray, let the man of
God whom you sent come to us again and teach us what wie amnterning the
boy who will be born.O God listened to Manoah, and the angel of God came agair
to the woman as she sat in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. S
the woman ran quickly and told her husband, OThe man who came to trer the ot
day has appeared to me.O Manoah got up and followed his wife, and came to the
man and said to him, OAre you the man who spoke to this woman?0O And he said,
am.O Then Manoah said, ONow when your words come true, what is to be the bo
rule of life; what is he to do?0 The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, OLet the
woman give heed to all that | said to her. She may not eat of anything that comes
from the vine. She is not to drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing.
She is to observe eything that | commanded her.O
fManoah said to the angel of the LORD, OAllow us to detain you, and prepare a ki
or you.O

Acts 21:114- When we had parted from them and set sail, we came by a straight
course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, andliene to Patara. When we

found a ship bound for Phoenicia, we went on board and set sail. We came in sigh
of Cyprus; and leaving it on our left, we sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, becaus:
the ship was to unload its cargo there. We looked up tipéediseid stayed there

for seven days. Through the Spirit they told Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. When
our days there were ended, we left and proceeded on our journey; and all of them,
with wives and children, escorted us outside the city. There wadmelon the

beach and prayedand said farewell to one another. Then we went on board the shi
and they returned home.

When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais; and we
greeted the believers and stayed with them for one day xTdayeve left and

came to Caesarea; and we went into the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the
seven, and stayed with him. He had four unmarried daughters who had the gift of
prophecy While we were staying there for several days, a prophet naosed Aga
came down from Judea. He came to us and took PaulOs belt, bound his own feet :
hands with it, and said, OThus says the Holy Spirit, OThis is the way the Jews in
Jerusalem WI|| bind the man who owns this belt and will hand him over to the
Gentiles.O®hen we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to
Jerusalem. Then Paul answered OWhat are you doing, weeping and breaking my
heart? For | am ready not only to be bound but even to die in Jerusalem for the



name of the Lord Jesus.O_Simeavould not be persuaded, we remained silent
except to say, OThe LordOs will be done.O

Mark 10:316- He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the
Jordan. And crowds again gathered around him; and, as was his custom, he again
taughtthem.

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, Ols it lawful for a man to divorc
his wife?0 He answered them, OWhat did Moses command you?Q They said, OM
allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.O But Jesus sai
to them, OBecause of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you.
But from the beginning of creation, OGod made them male and female.O OFor this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the
two shall beconane flesh.O So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore
what God has joined together, let no one separate.O

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to then
OWhoever divorces his wife and marries another cadnitesy against her; and

if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.O

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and
the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he mea

said to them, OLet the little children come to me; do not stop them for it is to such
as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly | tell you, whoever does not recei
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.O And he tookithienis

arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

From a treatise On the Incarnation of the Lord by Theodoret of Cyr, bishop

Our SaviourOs passion is a healing remedy for us, as the prophet teaches when h
cries out: He bears our sins and sufetis for us, and we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God and afflicted. But for our sins he was wounded, for our iniquities
he was bruised; upon him fell the chastisement that brought us peace, and by his
wounds we are healed. We had all gone astrslydléqe and therefore he was led

like a lamb to the slaughter, and was dumb like a sheep before its shearer.

When a shepherd sees that his sheep have scattered, he keeps one of them unde
control and leads it to the pastures he chooses, and thus igharather sheep

back to him by means of this one. And so it was when God the Word saw that the
human race had gone astray: he took the form of a slave and united it to himself,
and by means of it won over the whole race of men to him, enticing théhaheep
were grazing in bad pastures and exposed to wolves, and leading them to the
pastures of God.

This was the purpose for which our Saviour assumed our nature, this was why
Christ the Lord accepted the sufferings that brought us salvation, was sent to his
death and was committed to the tomb. He broke the grip of tioédageanny and
promised incorruptibility to those who were prisoners of corruption. For when he
rebuilt that temple which had been destroyed and raised it up again, he thereby ga
trustwathy and firm promises to those who had died and were awaiting his
resurrection.

Jesus tells us: OJust as my human nature, which | took from you, has won its
resurrection in virtue of the Godhead that dwelt in it and with which it was united,
just as thisature has shed decay and suffering and passed over to incorruptibility
and immortality; so, in the same way, you too will be set free from the grievous
slavery of death; you too will cast aside your corruptible nature and your sufferings
and you will belathed with impassability.

To this end he imparted the gift of baptism to all mankind through his apostles.
Go, he said, make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Fathe
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is a kind diciyand type of the
LordOs death, which is why Paul says: If we have shared with GodOs Son in a de:
like his, we shall certainly share in his resurrection.

WEDNESDAY 101, 109:34(5-19)20-30 ! 119:12144

2 Samuel 14:283 - Then the kingaid to Joab, OVery well, | grant this; go, bring
back the young man Absalom.O Joab prostrated himself with his face to the groun
and did obeisance, and blessed the king; and Joab said, OToday your servant kno
that | have found favor in your sight, mylthe king, in that the king has granted

the request of his servant.Q So Joab set off, went to Geshur, and brought Absalon
Jerusalem, The king said, OLet him go to his own house; he is not to come into my
presence.O So Absalom went to his own houlsgidamot come into the kingOs
presence.

Now in all Israel there was no one to be praised so much for his beauty as Absalor
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.
When he cut the hair of his head (for at the émery year he used to cut it; when

it was heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head, two hundred sheke
by the kingOs weight. There were born to Absalom three sons, and one daughter
whose name was Tamar; she was a beautiful woman. .

So Alsalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, without coming into the kingOs
presence. Then Absalom sent for Joab to send him to the king; but Joab would not
come to him. He sent a second time, but Joab would not come. Then he said to his
servants, OLook, Jaafield is next to mine, and he has barley there; go and set it
on fire.O So AbsalomOs servants set the field on fire. Then Joab rose and went to
Absalom at his house, and said to him, OWhy have your servants set my field on
fire?O Absalom answered Johbok) | sent word to you: Come here, that | may

send you to the king with the gquestion, OWhy have | come from Geshur? It would |
better for me to be there still.O Now let me go into the kingOs presence; if there is
guilt in me, let him kill me!O Then Joabnt to the king and told him; and he
summoned Absalom. So he came to the king and prostrated himself with his face t
the ground before the king; and the king kissed Absalom.

Judges 13:184 - Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, OAllow us to getain
and prepare a kid for you.O The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, OIf you detai
me, | will not eat your food; but if you want to prepare a burnt offering, then offer
it to the LORD.O (For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the LORD.)
Then Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, OWhat is your name, so that we may
honor you when your words come true?O But the angel of the LORD said to him,
OWhy do you ask my name? It is too wonderful.O

So Manoah took the kid with the grain offering, afeted it on the rock to the
LORD, to him who works wonders. When the flame went up toward heaven from
the altar, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar while Manoah
and his wife looked on; and they fell on their faces to the grouncan@keof the
LORD did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah realized that it
was the angel of the LORD. And Manoah said to his wife, OWe shall surely die, fo
we have seen God.O But his wife said to him, OIf the LORD had meant kekill us,
would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our hands, or
shown us all these things, or now announced to us such things as these.O

The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the LORD
blessed him.

Acts 21:1526 - After these days we got ready and started to go up to Jerusalem.
Some of the disciples from Caesarea also came along and brought us to the hous
Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we were to stay.

When we arrived in Jerusalem, the kecghwelcomed us warmly. The next day Paul
went with us to visit James; and all the elders were present. After greeting them, hi
related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his
ministry. When they heard it, they praised Gdwrthey said to him, OYou see,
brother, how many thousands of believers there are among the Jews, and they are
zealous for the law. They have been told about you that you teach all the Jews livir
among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, and that ythetelinot to circumcise their



children or observe the customs. What then is to be done? They will certainly hear
that you have come. So do what we tell you. We have four men who are under a v
Join these men, go through the rite of purification with theemd pay for the

shaving of their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have
been told about you, but that you yourself observe and guard the law. But as for th
Gentiles who have become believers, we have sent a letter withroenftldat

they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and fron
what is strangled and from fornication.O Then Paul took the men, and the next day
having purified himself, he entered the temple with them, making public the
conpletion of the days of purification when the sacrifice would be made for each of
them.

Mark 10:1731- As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before
him, and asked him, OGood Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?0 Jesus
saidto him, OWhy do you call me good'> No one is good but God alone. You know
the commandments: OYou shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You
shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your
father and mother.®@ said to him, OTeacher, | have kept all these since my
youth.O Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, OYou lack one thing; go, sell w
you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; thi
come, follow me.O When herlighis, he was shocked and went away grieving, for
he had many possessions.

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, OHow hard it will be for those
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!O And the disciples were perplexed
these wordsBut Jesus said to them again, OChildren, how hard it is to enter the
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.O They were greatly astounded
and said to one anothé@Then who can be saved?0 Jesus looked at them and said
OFor mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.O
Peter began to say to him, OLook, we have left everything and followed you.O Jes
said, OTruly | tell you, thereris one who has left house or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good
news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in thislzmeses, brothers and

sisters, mothers and children, and fielddhwiérsecutioridand in the age to come
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.O

From a discourse on the psalms by Saint Augustine, bishop

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord

As we have heard, so also haveeen. Truly blessed Church! You have both heard
and seen. You have heard the promises, and you see their fulfilment; you have
heard in prophecy, and you see in the Gospel. Yes, all that has now been brought
completion was prophesied in times passeRap your eyes, then, and cast your
gaze around the world. See GodOs people, your heritage, spread to the ends of th
earth. See the Scripture now fulfilled: All the kings of the earth will adore him, all
the nations will serve him. See fulfilled whatliesn said: Be exalted above the
heavens, O God, and your glory above all the earth. See him whose hands and fe¢
were pierced by nails, whose bones were numbered as they hung upon the wood,
and for whose garments they cast lots. See him reigning, wiaawheanging

upon the cross; see him enthroned in heaven, whom they despised when he walke
on the earth. See the word fulfilled: All the ends of the earth shall turn to the Lord,
and all nations shall worship in his sight. See all this and shout wak jog have
heard, so also have we seen.

Deservedly then the Church is itself called from among the Gentiles: Hear, O
daughter, and see, and forget your people and your fatherOs house. Hear and see
First you hear what you do not see; later you willsgg/ou have heard. For he

says: A people | did not know served me, as soon as they heard me they obeyed.

they obeyed as soon as they heard, it follows that they did not see. What then of tt
passage: Those who were not told of him will see, and thbgwehnot heard will
understand? Those to whom the prophets were not sent were the first to hear and
understand the prophets, whereas those who at first did not hear them were
astonished when they heard them later. Those to whom the prophets were sent
remained behind, possessing the books of Scripture but not understanding the
truth, possessing the tables of the law but not keeping their inheritance. As we hav
heard, so also have we seen also applies to us.

In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the cityoofr God, that is where we have heard;
there too we have seen. God has made this city firm for ever. No one should say
boastfully: See, here is Christ; see, he is there. Such a claim only leads to factions
But God has promised unity. The kings were gadhegether in unity, not

scattered through schisms. Yet perhaps that city which had gained possession of t
world will at some time be overthrown? No, God has made it firm for ever. If God
has made its foundation firm for ever, how can you fear thébtihidation may
collapse?

THURSDAY  105:122 ! 105:2345

2 Samuel 15:1.8- After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty
men to run ahead of him. Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the road int
the gate; and when anyone brought a suit before the king for judghsaioni
would call out and say, OFrom what city are you?O When the persan said, OYour
servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,O Absalom would say, OSee, your clai
are good and right; but there is no one deputed by the king to hear you.O Absalom
saidmoreover, OlIf only | were judge in the land! Then all who had a suit or cause
might come to me, and | would give them justice.O Whenever people came near tc
do obeisance to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of them, and kiss
them. Thus Absalowtid to every Israelite who came to the king for judgment; so
Absalom stole the hearts of the people of Israel.
At the end of four years Absalom said to the king, OPlease let me go to Hebron an
pay the vow that | have made to the LORD. For your send@amaw while |
lived at Geshur in Aram: If the LORD will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then
I will worship the LORD in Hebron.O The king said to him, OGo in peace.O So he
got up, and went to Hebron. But Absalom sent secret messengers througieut all
tribes of Israel, saying, OAs soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then shout
Absalom has become king at Hebron!O Two hundred men from Jerusalem went
with Absalom; they were invited guests, and they went in their innocence, knowing
nothing of tre matter. While Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for
Ahithophel the Gilonite, DavidOs counselor, from his city Giloh. The conspiracy
grew in strength, and the people with Absalom kept increasing.
A messenger came to David, saying, OThedfahedsraelites have gone after
Absalom.O Then David said to all his officials who were with him at Jerusalem, OC
up! Let us flee, or there will be no escape for us from Absalom. Hurry, or he will
soon overtake us, and bring disaster down upon usjtac# the city with the edge
of the sword.O The kingOs officials said to the king, OYour servants are ready to d
whatever our lord the king decides.O So the king left, followed by all his household
except ten concubines whom he left behind to lookthéidrouse. The king left,
followed by all the people; and they stopped at the last house. All his officials pass
by him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the six hundred
Gittites who had followed him from Gath, passed on béferkirtg.

Judges 14:19- Once Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw a
Philistine woman. Then he came up, and told his father and mother, Ol saw a
Philistine woman at Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.O But his father and
mother said tdim, Ols there not a woman among your kin, or among all our
people, that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?O But
Samson said to his father, OGet her for me, because she pleases me.O His fathel



mother did not know that thisas from the LORD; for he was seeking a pretext to
act against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.

Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah. When he came tc
the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a ydiorgroared at him. The spirit of the
LORD rushed on him, and he tore the lion apart barehanded as one might tear
apart a kid. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done. Then he
went down and talked with the woman, and she pleassdrSaAfter a while he
returned to marry her, and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and there
was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. He scraped it out into his
hands, and went on, eating as he went. When he came toehiarfdtmother, he
gave some to them, and they ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the
honey from the carcass of the lion.

His father went down to the woman, and Samson made a feast there as the your
men were accustomed to do. Whermpéuple saw him, they brought thirty
companions to be with him. Samson said to them, OLet me now put a riddle to yoi
If you can explain it to me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then |
will give you thirty linen garments and thirtgdegarments. But if you cannot
explain it to me, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty festal
garments.O So they said to him, OAsk your riddle; let us hear it.O He said to therr
OOut of the eater came something to eat. Out of theg sfame something sweet.O
But for three days they could not explain the riddle.

On the fourth day they said to SamsonOs wife, OCoax your husband to explain ti
riddle to us, or we will burn you and your. fatherOs house with fire. Have you invitec
us hee to |mpover|sh us?0 "So SamsonOs wife wept before him, saying, OYou hat
me; you do not really love me. You have asked a riddle of my people but you have
not explained it to me.O He said to her, OLook, | have not told my father or my
mother. Why shoulbitell you?O She wept before him the seven days that their feas
lasted; and because she nagged him, on the seventh day he told her. Then she
explained the riddle to her people. The men of the town said to him on the seventt
day before the sun went dov@What is sweeter than honey? What is stronger than
a lion?0 And he said to the®lf you had not plowed with my heiyeu would
not have found out my riddle.O
Then the spirit of the LORD rushed on him, and he went down to Ashkelon. He
killed thirty men of the town, took their spoil, and gave the festal garments to those
who had explained the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his fatherOs house.

Acts 21:2736 - When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia,
who had seen him in thenbple, stirred up the whole crowd. They seized him,
shouting, OFellow Israelites, help! This is the man who is teaching everyone
everywhere against our people, our law, and this place; more than that, he has
actually brought Greeks into the temple andlefied this holy place.O For they

had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they
supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. Then all the city was aroused
and the people rushed together. They seized Paul and dragged diintihe

temple, and immediately the doors were shut. While they were trying to kill him,
word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in an uproar.
Immediately he took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. When they sa\
the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. Then the tribune came,
arrested him, and ordered him to be bound with two chains; he inquired who he
was and what he had done. Some in the crowd shouted one thing, some another;
and as he could not learretfacts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be
brought into the barracks. When Paul came to the steps, the violence of the mob w
so great that he had to be carried by the soldiers. The crowd that followed kept
shouting, OAway with him!O

Mark 10:3245 - They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was
walking ahead of them; they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. Hi
took the twelve aside again and began to tell them what was to happen to him,
saying, OSee, we are going Jetasalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over
to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they
will hand him over to the Gentiles; they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog
him, and kill him; and after three @& he will rise again.O

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him,
OTeacher, we want you to do for us Whatever we ask of you.O And he said to ther
OWhat is it you want me to do for you"O And they said to him, OGrinoueto s

at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.O But Jesus said to them, OYc¢
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that | drink, or be
baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with?O They replied, OWeare able.
Then Jesus said to them, OThe cup that | drink you will drink; and with the baptism
with which | am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.O
Whenthe ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus
called them and said to them, OYou know that among the Gentiles those whom the
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over
them. But it is noso among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of
For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ranso
for many.O

FRIDAY 102 ! 107432

2 Samuel 15:187 - Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, OWhy are you also
coming with us? Go back, and stay with the king; for you are a foreigner, and also
an exile from your home. You came only yesterday, and shall | todggunake
wander about with us, while | go wherever | can? Go back, and take your kinsfolk
with you; and may the LORD show steadfast love and faithfulness to you.O But Itte
answered the king, OAs the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, wherever rr
lord the king may be, whether for death or for life, there also your servant will be.O
David said to Ittai, OGo then, march on.O So lttai the Gittite marched on, with all
his men and all the little ones who were with him. The whole country wept aloud as
all thepeople passed by; the king crossed the Wadi Kidron, and all the people
moved on toward the wilderness.

Abiathar came up, and Zadok also, with all the Levites, carrying the ark of the
covenant of God. They set down the ark of God, until the people padsat out

of the city. Then the king said to Zadok, OCarry ‘the ark of God back into the city. If
I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me back and let me seg both it
and the place where it stays. But if he says, Ol take no pleasuﬂeereymn()let

him do to me what seems good to him.O The king also said to the priest Zadok,
OLook, go back to the city in peace, you and Abiathar, with your two sons, Ahimaa
your son, and Jonathan son of Abiathar. See, | will wait at the fords of the
wilderness until word comes from you to inform me.® So Zadok and Abiathar
carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem, and they remained there.

But David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went, with his
head covered and walking barefant all the people who were with him covered
their heads and went up, weeping as they went. David was told that Ahithophel wa
among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said, OO LORD, | pray you, turn
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.O

When David came to the summit, where God was worshiped, Hushai the Archite
came to meet him with his coat torn and earth on his head. David said to him, OIf
you go on with me, you will be a burden to me. But if you return to the city and say
to Absalom, Ollnbe your servant, O king; as | have been your fatherOs servant in
time past, so now | will be your servant,O then you will defeat for me the counsel o
Ahithophel. The priests Zadok and Abiathar will be with you there. So whatever yol



hear from the king(ouse, tell it to the priests Zadok and Abiathar. Their two sons
are with them there, ZadokOs son Ahimaaz and AbiatharOs son Jonathan; and by
them you shall report to me everything you hear. O So Hushai, DavidOs fnend can
into the city, just as Absalamas entering Jerusalem.

Judges 14:2(15:20- And SamsonOs wife was given to his companion, who had
been his best man.

After a while, at the time of the wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife,
bringing along a kid. He said, Ol want to go intwife&0©s room.O But her father
would not allow him to go in. Her father said, Ol was sure that you had rejected
her; so | gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister prettier than she?
Why not take her instead?O Samson said to them, OThiséimegdavmischief to
the Philistines, | will be without blame.O So Samson went and caught three
hundred foxes, and took some torches; and he turned the foxes tail to tail, and put
torch between each pair of tails. When he had set fire to the toecletshb foxes
go into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up the shocks and the
standing grain, as well as the vineyards and olive groves. Then the Philistines ask
OWho has done this?O And they said, OSamsonithéasoof the Timrte,
because he has taken SamsonOs wife and given her to his companion.O So the
Philistines came up, and burned her and her father. Samson said to them, OIf this
is what you do, | swear | will not stop until | have taken revenge on you.O He struc
them davn hip and thigh with great slaughter; and he went down and stayed in the
cleft of the rock of Etam.

Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah, and made a raid on Lehi.
The men of Judah said, OWhy have you come up against us?0 Theyaad, OWe h
come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he did to us.O Then three thousand mer
of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and they said to Samson, ODc
you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then have you done to
us?0 Heaplied, OAs they did to me, so | have done to them.O They said to him,
OWe have come down to bind you, so that we may give you into the hands of the
Philistines.O Samson answered them, OSwear to me that you yourselves will not
attack me.O They said 1o HONo, we will only bind you and give you into their
hands; we will not kill you.O So they bound him with two new ropes, and brought
him up from the rock.

When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him; and the spirit
of the LORD rusha on him, and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax
that has caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. Then he found a fresh
jawbone of a donkey, reached down and took it, and with it he killed a thousand
men. And Samson saidWith thgawbone of a donkeyeaps upon heapsith
the jawbone of a donkey | have slain a thousand men.O
When he had finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone; and that place was
called Ramatlehi. R

By then he was very thirsty, and he called on thB | €3iging, OYou have granted
this great victory by the hand of your servant. Am | now to die of thirst, and fall into
the hands of the uncircumcised?0O So God split open the hollow place that is at
Lehi, and water came from it. When he drank, his spititmed, and he revived.
Therefore it was named Hrakkore, which is at Lehi to this day. And he judged
Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years.

Acts 21:3722:16- Just as Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said t
the tribune,OMay | say something to you?O The tribune replied, ODo you know
Greek? Then you are not the Egyptian who recently stirred up a revolt and led the
four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?0 Paul replied, Ol am a Jew, fron
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizeof an important city; | beg you, let me speak to the
people.O When he had given him permission, Paul stood on the steps and motiont
to the people for silence; and when there was a great hush, he addressed them in
Hebrew language, saying:

OBrothersral fathers, listen to the defense that | now make before you.O

When they heard him addressing them in Hebrew, they became even more quiet.
Then he said:

Ol am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of
Gamaliel, educatestrictly according to our ancestral law, being zealous for God,
just as all of you are today. | persecuted this Way up to the point of death by bindir
both men and women and putting them in prison, as the high priest and the whole
council of elders caedtify about me. From them | also received letters to the
brothers in Damascus, and | went there in order to bind those who were there and
to bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment.

OWhile | was on my way and approaching Damascus, about nodighe farat

heaven suddenly shone about me. | fell to the ground ‘and heard a voice saying to
me, OSaul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?0 | answered, OWho are you, Lord
Then he said to me, Ol am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.O Now tt
whowere with me saw the light but did not hear the voice of the one who was
speaking to me. | asked, OWhat am | to do, Lord?O The Lord said to me, OGet up
go to Damascus; there you will be told everythlng that has been aSS|gned to you tc
do.O Since | calihot see because of the brightness of that light, those who were
with me took my hand and led me to Damascus.

OA certain Ananias, who was a devout man according to the law and well spoken
by all the Jews I|V|ng there, came to me; and standing bestue said, OBrother

Saul, regain your sight!O In that very hour | regained my sight and saw him. Then |
said, OThe God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will, to see the
Righteous One and to hear his own voice; for you will be his witnésisetovakld

of what you have seen and heard. And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptize:
and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.O

Mark 10:46:52 - They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd
were leaving Jericho, Bartieus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the
roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth he began to shout out anc
say, OJesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!O Many sternly ordered him to be
quiet, but he cried out even more loud§p®of David, have mercy on me!O Jesus
stood still and said, OCall him here.O And they called the blind man, saying to him
OTake heart; get up, he is calling you.O So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up ar
came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, OWhat want me to do for you?0O The
blind man said to him, OMy teacher, let me see again.O Jesus said to him, OGo; y
faith has made you well.O Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on
the way.

St Pacian's sermon on Baptism
Let us follow avagwf life through the Spirit

The sin of Adam passed on to the whole human race. As St Painsagtered the
world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread througt
So the righteousness of Christ hagass on to the whole human race also; and as
Adam ruined all his descendants by sin, so must Christ, through_righteousness, gi\
life to his entire race. St Paul makes this point, ségty one manOs disobedience rr
were made sinners, so byhediene@@gmny will be made righteous. Just as sin reigne
death, so grace will reign to bring eternal life through righteousness.

Someone might object as follows: OThe sin of Adam deservedly passed on his
posterity, because they were bornimf And are we then born of Christ, that we

can be saved through him?O Stop thinking simply in terms of the body: then you
will see in what sense Christ is our parent and we are born of him. In these last da'
Christ took a soul and body from Mary. Itis flesh that he came to save, that he

did not abandon to the underworld: he united it with his own spirit and made it his
own. This is the marriage of the Lord, united with the flesh of man, a mystery
uniting the twaNl Christ and the Churchl in one fleh.

From this marriage and from the coming of the Spirit of the Lord from above, the



Christian people is born. The substance of our souls receives the seed of heaven:
are conceived in the womb of our mother and born of that womb we receive life in
Christ. So St Paul say3he first man, Adam, as scripture says, Obecame a living so
Adam has becorgiangespitits through his priests that Christ sows his seed in the
Church. St Paul, again, salfavas | who begot youJestlbitsthe seed of Christ,

that is, the Spirit of God, that produces the new man through the priestOs hands,
conceived in the womb of his mother and born in the baptismal font under the
auspices of faith.

We must receive Christ so that he carugibérth, as the Apostle John saysall

who accepted him he gave power to becoBet thitdcanmdt®edorought about

except by the sacrament of cleansing and anointing, the sacrament which the bish
administers. Sins are washed awayebsl¢ansing waters of the font; the Holy

Spirit is infused by oil of chrism; and we receive both at the bishopOs hands and
through his words. Thus the whole man is born again and made new insGhrist:
that as Christ was raised from the déadeblydtieglovg o might walk in nEvaess of |
is, having put behind us the errors of our former life, we should through the Spirit
follow a new way of life in Christ.

SATURDAY  107:3343, 108:16(7-13) ! 33

2 Samuel 1623 - WhenDavid had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba the
servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, carrying two
hundred loaves of bread, one hundred bunches of raisins, one hundred of summer
fruits, and one skin of wine. The kingdsés Ziba, OWhy have you brought these?0
Ziba answered OThe donkeys are for the krngOs household to ride, the bread anc
summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wine is for those to drink who faint
in the wilderness.O The king said, OAnd whererimgsterOs son?0 Ziba said to

the king, OHe remains in Jerusalem for he said, OToday the house of Israel will gi
me back my grandfatherOs k|ngdom OO0 Then the king said to Ziba, OAIl that belo
to Mephibosheth is now yours.O Ziba said, Ol do obgisanee find favor in

your sight, my lord the king.O

When King David came to Bahurim, a man of the family of the house of Saul came
out whose name was Shimei son of Gera; he came out cursing. He threw stones a
David and at all the servants of King avow all the people and all the warriors
were on his right and on his left. Shimei shouted while he cursed, OOut! Out!
Murderer! Scoundrel! The LORD has avenged on all of you the blood of the house
of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the L&R@\Men the kingdom

into the hand of your son Absalom. See, disaster has overtaken you; for you are a
man of blood.O .

Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, OWhy should this dead dog curse m)
lord the king? Let me go over and take off his head 10efking said, OWhat have |

to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD has said tc
him, OCurse David,0 who then shall say, OWhy have you done s0?00 David saic
Abishai and to all his servants, OMy own son seeks my lifejdiomore now may

this Benjaminite! Let him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD has bidden him.
It may be that the LORD will look on my distress, and the LORD will repay me with
good for this cursing of me today.O So David and his men went on théilead,
Shimei went along on the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went, throwing
stones and flinging dust at him. The king and all the people who were with him
arrived weary at the Jordan; and there he refreshed himself.

Now Absalom and all the Isitesd came to Jerusalem; Ahithophel was with him.
When Hushai the Archite, DavidOs friend, came to Absalom Hushai said to
Absalom, OLong live the krngI Long live the k|ng|O Absalom said to Hushai, Ols th
your onalty to your friend? Why did you not gb wour friend?O Hushai said to
Absalom, ONo; but the one whom the LORD and this people and all the Israelites
have chosen, his | will be, and with him | will remain. Moreover, whom should |

serve? Should it not be his son? Just as | have served yousddthal serve

you.O N .
Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, OGive us your counsel; what shall we do?0O
Ahithophel said to Absalom, OGo in to your fatherOs concubines, the ones he has
left to look after the house; and all Israél will hear that you haveoummfy

odious to your father, and the hands of all who are with you will be strengthened. 0o
So they pitched a tent for Absalom upon the roof; and Absalom went in to his
fatherOs concubines in the sight of all Israel. Now in those days the counsel that
Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the oracle of God; so all the counsel of
Ahithophel was esteemed, both by David and by Absalom.

Judges 16:14- Once Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute and went
in to her. The Gazites were told, OSarhasrcome here.O So they circled around
and lay in wait for him all night at the city gate. They kept quiet all night, thinking,
OLet us wait until the light of the morning; then we will kill him.O But Samson lay
only until midnight. Then at midnight he se up, took hold of the doors of the city
gate and the two posts, pulled them up, bar and all, put them on his shoulders, anc
carried them to the top of the hill that is in front of Hebron.

After this he fell in love with a woman in the valley of Sefelse name was
Delilah. The lords of the Philistines came to her and said to her, OCoax him, and
find out what makes his strength so great, and how we may overpower him, so tha
we may bind him in order to subdue him; and we will each give you eleirex hun
pieces of silver.0 So Delilah said to Samson OPlease tell me what makes your
strength so great, and how you could be bound so that one could subdue you.O
Samson said to her, OIf they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings that are not drie
out, thenl shall become weak, and be like anyone else.O Then the lords of the
Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not dried out, and she
bound him with them. While men were lying in wait in an inner chamber, she said
to him, OThe Philistinee upon you, Samson!O But he snapped the bowstrrngs as
a strand of fiber shaps when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength was n
known.

Then Delilah said to Samson, OYou have mocked me and told me lies; please tel
me how you could belrd.O He said to her, OIf they bind me with new ropes that
have not been used, then | shall become weak, and be like anyone else.O So Del
took new ropes and bound him with them, and said to him, OThe Philistines are
upon you, Samson!O (The men lyingait were in an inner chamber) But he
snapped the ropes off his arms like a thread.

Then Delilah said to Samson, OUntil now you have mocked me and told me lies;
tell me how you could be bound.O He said to her, OIf you weave the seven locks ¢
my hed with the web and make it tight with the pin, then | shall become weak, and
be like anyone else.O So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head ¢
wove them into the web, and made them tight with the pin. Then she said to him,
OThe Philistes are upon you, Samson!O But he awoke from his sleep, and puIIed
away the pin, the loom, and the web.

Acts 22:1729 - OAfter | had returned to Jerusalem and while | was praying in the
temple, | fell into a tranceand saw Jesus saying to me, OHuenymm s}

Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about me.® And |
said, OLord, they themselves know that in every synagogue | imprisoned and beat
those who believed in you. And while the blood of your witness Stephen was shed.
myelf was standing by, approving and keeping the coats of those who killed him.0
Then he said to me, OGo, for | will send you far away to the Gentiles.00

Up to this point they listened to him, but then they shouted, OAway with such a
fellow from the eartHFor he should not be allowed to live.O And while they were
shouting, throwing off their cloaks, and tossing dust into the air, the tribune
directed that he was to be brought into the barracks, and ordered him to be
examined by flogging, to find out thegea for this outcry against him. But when

they had tied him up with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by,



Ols it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who is uncondemned?0 When the
centurion heard that, he went to the tribune and saldnig OWhat are you about

to do? This man is a Roman citizen.O The tribune came and asked Paul, OTell me
are you a Roman citizen?O And he said, QYes.O The tribune answered, Olt cost r
large sum of money to get my cmzenshlp O Paul said, OBut | vaasittzem. O
Immediately those who were about to examine him drew back from him; and the
tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that he
had bound him.

Mark 11:111- When they were approaching Jerusalem, at BethpldaBethany,

near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciplesand said to them, OGo into th
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says ©\ty are you
doing this?0 just say this, OThe Lord needs it and will send it back here
immediately.OO They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the
street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, OWhat are yc
doing, untying the colt?O They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed
them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; an
he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy
brancheshat they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who
followed were shouting, OHosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highes
heaven!O

Then he etered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve

From a sermon on Baptism by St. Pacian, bishop
Who, O God, is like you? you take away guilt

As we haveoine the image of the earthly man, so we shall bear the image of him
who is from heaven; since the first man who came from the earth, is earthly, but th
second man who came from heaven, is heavenly®. And so, dearly beloved, we sh
not die anymore. Evaehwe fall asleep in this body, we shall live in Christ, as he
said:Whoever believes in me, even if he die, shall live.

As the Lord is our witness, we are certain that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all saint
of God are alive. For concerning them the Loyd:Sdey are all alive. For God is a Go
the living, not of thé\ddabe Apostle says of himsetir me, to live is Christ and to die i
gain. | would rather die and beAvithagfaiisBut while we are still in this body we are a
from @, for we are guided by faith, and notTihisaispeheanee believe, dearest
brothers. For the restf we place our hope in this world, we are the masfientiserable «
this world, whether it be that of beasts, wild animals or bsg®uayourself see, is
either similar to ours or more tedious. What is peculiar to man, and what Christ
gives through his Spirit, is eternal life, but only if we sin no more. Thus death is
acquired by sin but avoided by right living; life is lost thranging preserved

through good livingThe wages of sin is death; the gift of God is eternal life through
Lord.

It is Christ who redeemed us, as the ApostleFsagsving us all our sins and destroyin
was recorded againsthesi®ndis he bore our burden in public view, fixed it to the crc
own flesh, exposed the powers of this world and freely cdeqaézaddterarin himself.
shackles and destroyed our chains, as David hathealdrd lifts uphakdteen torn
down; the Lord frees those in shackles; the Lord gindsaligin Yothkavendestroyed my
chains; | will offer sacrifice to yoAndtls@raisen we come to the sign of the Lord in
the sacrament of baptism we aredref these chains and liberated by the blood of
Christ and by his name.

Therefore, beloved, we are washed clean but once; we are freed only once; we ar¢
received into the immortal kingdom once and for all. Once and faresthey happy

whose sinsmgigdn and whose stains areHallaitfadsoiat what you have received;
preserve it joyfully; sin no more. Keep yourselves as children cleansed by that
sacrament and made spotless for the day of the Lord.
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2 Samuel 17:23 - Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, OLet me choose twelve
thousand men, and | will set out and pursue David tonlght I will come upon him
while he is weary and discouraged, and throw him into a panic; and all the people
whoare with him will flee. | will strike down only the king, and | will bring all the
people back to you as a bride comes home to her husband. You seek the life of on
one man, and all the people will be at peace.O The advice pleased Absalom and a
the eldrs of Israel.

Then Absalom said, OCall Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear too what he has
to say.O When Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom said to him, OThis is what
Ahithophel has said; shall we do as he advises? If not, you tell us.O Then Hushali
sad to Absalom, OThis time the counsel that Ahithophel has given is not good.O
Hushai continued, OYou know that your father and his men are warriors, and that
they are enraged, like a bear robbed of her cubs in the field. Besides, your father it
expert in wg he will not spend the night with the troops. Even now he has hidden
himself in one of the pits, or in some other place. And when some of our troops fall
at the first attack, whoever hears it will say, OThere has been a slaughter among tl
troops who fdbw Absalom.O Then even the valiant warrior, whose heart is like the
heart of a lion, will utterly melt with fear; for all Israel knows that your father is a
warrior, and that those who are with him are valiant warriors. But my counsel is
that all Israel & gathered to you, from Dan to Beéeba, like the sand by the sea

for multitude, and that you go to battle in person. So we shall come upon him in
whatever place he may be found, and we shall light on him as the dew falls on the
ground; and he will nousvive, nor will any of those with him. If he withdraws into

a city, then all Israel will bring ropes to that city, and we shall drag it into the valley,
until not even a pebble is to be found there.O Absalom and all the men of Israel
said, OThe counseltdfishai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel.O
For the LORD had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, so that the
LORD might bring ruin on Absalom.

Then Hushai said to the priests Zadok and Abiathar, OThus and so did Ahithophe
counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel; and thus and so | have counseled.
Therefore send quickly and tell David, ODo not lodge tonight at the fords of the
wilderness, but by all means cross over; otherwise the king and all the people who
are with him il be swallowed up.O0 Jonathan and Ahimaaz were waiting at En
rogel; a servant girl used to go and tell them, and they would go and tell King
David; for they could not risk being seen entering the city. But a boy saw them, anc
told Absalom; so both of timewent away quickly, and came to the house of a man at
Bahurim, who had a well in his courtyard; and they went down into it. The manOs
wife took a covering, stretched it over the wellOs mouth, and spread out grain on it
and nothing was known of it. WhelbsalomOs servants came to the woman at the
house, they said, OWhere are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?0 The woman said to them
OThey have crossed over the brook of water.O And when they had searched and
could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.

After theyhad gone, the men came up out of the well, and went and told King
David. They said to David, OGo and cross the water quickly; for thus and so has
Ahithophel counseled against you.O So David and all the people who were with hii
set out and crossed the Jorday daybreak not one was left who had not crossed the
Jordan.

When Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his donkey an
went off home to his own city. He set his house in order, and hanged himself; he
died and was buried in themo of his father.



Judges 16:181- Then she said to him, OHow can you say, Ol love you,0 when yc
heart is not with me? You have mocked me three times now and have not told me
what makes your strength so great.O Finally, after she had naggechieim with
words day after day, and pestered him, he was tired to death. So he told her his
whole secret, and said to her, OA razor has never come upon my head; for | have
been a nazirite to God from my mother®s womb. If my head were shaved then my
strength wold leave me; | wouid become weak, and be like anyone else.O

When Delilah realized that he had told her his whole secret, she sent and called t
lords of the Philistines, saying, OThis time come up, for he has told his whole secrt
to me.O Then the lds of the Philistines came up to her, and brought the money in
their hands. She let him fall asleep on her lap; and she called a man, and had him
shave off the seven locks of his head. He began to weaken, and his strength left hi
Then she said, OTheilRttines are upon you, Samson!O When he awoke from his
sleep, he thought Ol will go out as at other times, and shake myself free.O But he
not know that the LORD had left him. So the Philistines seized him and gouged
out his eyes. They brought himndoto Gaza and bound him with bronze shackles;
and he ground at the mill in the prison. But the hair of his head began to grow
again after it had been shaved.

Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to their god
Dagon, ando rejoice; for they said, OOur god has given Samson our enemy into
our hand.O When the people saw him, they praised their god,; for they said, OO0ur
god has given our enemy into our hand the ravager of our country, who has killed
many of us.0 And whemithhearts were merry, they said, OCall Samson, and let
him entertain us.O So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for
them. They made him stand between the pillars; and Samson said to the attendar
who held him by the hand, OLet metfeebillars on which the house rests, so that
I may lean against them.O Now the house was full of men and women; all the lord
of the Philistines were there, and on the roof there were about three thousand mer
and women, who looked on while Samson peddr

Then Samson called to the LORD and said, OLord GOD, remember me and
strengthen me only this once, O God, so that with this one act of revenge | may pa
back the Philistines for my two eyes.O And Samson grasped the two middle pillar:
on which the buse rested, and he leaned his weight against them, his right hand or
the one and his left hand on the other. Then Samson said, OLet me die with the
Philistines.O He strained with all his might; and the house fell on the lords and all
the people who weirit. So those he killed at his death were more than those he
had killed during his life. Then his brothers and all his family came down and took
him and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of
his father Manoah. He had el Israel twenty years.

Gal. 3:6-14- Just as Abraham Obelieved God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness,O so, you see, those who believe are the descendants of Abraham.
the scripture, foreseemg that God would justify the Gentiles byddtlared the

gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, OAll the Gentiles shall be blessed in you.C
For this reason, those who believe are blessed with Abraham who believed.

For all who rer on the works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, OCursec
is everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the
law.O Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for OThe one
who is righteous will live by faith.O But the law does not rest on faith; on the
contrary, OWhoever does the works of the law will live by them.Q Christ redeemed
from the curse of the law by becoming a cursefiforisis written, OCursed is
everyone who hangs on a theeCorder that in Christ Jesus the blessmg of

Abraham might coento the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith.

John 5:30647 - Ol can do nothing on my own. As | hear, | judge; and my judgment
is just, because | seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me.

OIf | testy about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who testifies on
my behalf, and | know that his testimony to me is true. You sent messengers to
John, and he testified to the truth. Not that | accept such human testimony, but |
say these things that you may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and
you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But | have a testimony greater
than JohnOs. The works that the Father has given me to complete, the very works
that | am doing, testifgn my behalf that the Father has sent me. And the Father
who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice or
seen his form, and you do not have his word abiding in you, because you do not
believe him whom he has sent.

OYou sech the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; anc
it is they that testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. | do
not accept glory from human beings. But | know that you do not have the love of
God in youl have come in my FatherOs name, and you do not accept me; if anoth
comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you believe when you accej
glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who
alone is God? Do not thinkalh | will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is
Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you believed Moses, you would believ
me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you
believe what | say?0

From a homily onMatthew by St. John Chrysostom, bishop

Salt of the earth and light of the world

You are the salt of theigadhfor your own sake, he says, but for the worldOs sake
that the word is entrusted to you. | am not sending you only into two cities only
ten to twenty, not to a single nation, as | sent the prophets of old, but across land
and sea, to the whole world. And that world is in a miserable state. For when he
saysYou are the salt of thheesitidicating that all mankind had lost it®saand

had been corrupted by sin. Therefore, he requires of these men those virtues whic
are especially useful and even necessary if they are to bear the burdens of many.
the man who is kindly, modest, merciful and just will not keep his goodavorks
himself but will see to it that these admirable fountains send out their streams for
the good of others. Again, the man who is clean of heart, a peacemaker and arden
for truth will order his life so as to contribute to the common good.

Do not think, hesays, that you are destined for easy struggles or unimportant tasks
You are the salt of thWiestrtto these words imply? Did the disciples restore what
had already turned rotten? Not at all. Salt cannot help what is already corrupted.
That is not wht they did. But what had first been renewed and freed from
corruption and then turned over to them, they salted and preserved in the newness
the Lord had bestowed. It took the power of Christ to free men from the corruption
caused by sin; it was the tafshe apostles through strenuous labour to keep that
corruption from returning.

Have you noticed how, bit by bit, Christ shows them to be superior to the prophets’
He says they are to be teachers not simply for Palestine but for the whole world. D
not besurprised, then, he says, that | address you apart from the others and involv:
you in such a dangerous enterprise. Consider the numerous and extensive cities,
peoples and nations | will be sending you to govern. For this reason | would have
you make otherprudent, as well as being prudent yourselves. For unless you can d
that, you will not be able to sustain even yourselves.

If others lose their savour, then your ministry will help them regain it. But if you
yourselves suffer that loss, you will dragrstbown with you. Therefore, the

greater the undertakings put into your hands, the more zealous you must be. For
this reason he sayauit if the salt becomes tasteless, how can its flavour be restored’
nothing now, but to be throtvarpteahidly menOs feet.



When they hear the wordf8hen they curse you and persecute you and accuse you ¢
They may be afraid to come forward. Therefore he says: OUnless you are prepare
for that sort of thing, it is in vain that | have chogam Curses shall necessarily be
your lot but they shall not harm you and will simply be a testimony to your
constancy. If through fear, however, you fail to show the forcefulness your mission
demands, your lot will be much worseg, for all will speakf ggitiand despise you.
That is what being trampled by menOs feet means.

Then he passes on to a more exalted compayiearare the light of th@meerld.

again, Oof the worldO: not of one nation or twenty cities, but of the whole world.
The light he meass is an intelligible light, far superior to the rays of the sun we see,
just as the salt is a spiritual salt. First salt, then light, so that you may learn how
profitable sharp words may be and how useful serious doctrine. Such teaching holi
in check angbrevents dissipation; it leads to virtue and sharpens the mind©Os eye.
city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor do men light a lamp edepagdtiuheédsa bask
urging them to a careful manner of life and teaching them to be watchiugyfor

live under the eyes of all and have the whole world for the arena of their struggles.

MONDAY 106::18 ! 106:1948

2 Samuel 17:2418:8- Then David came to Mahanaim, while Absalom crossed the
Jordan with all the men of Israel. Now Atysehad set Amasa over the army in the
place of Joab. Amasa was the son of a man named Ithra the Ishmaelite, who had
married Abigal daughter of Nahash, sister of Zeruiah, JoabOs mother. The Israelite
and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.

When Davidame to Mahanaim, Shobi son of Nahash from Rabbah of the
Ammonites, and Machir son of Ammiel from-tebar, and Barzillai the Gileadite
from Rogelim, brought beds, basins, and earthen vessels, wheat, barley, meal,
parched grain, beans and Ientlls honay(arrds sheep, and cheese from the

herd, for David and the people with him to eat; for they said, OThe troops are
hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.O

Then David mustered the men who were with him, and set over them commanders
of thousands @ahcommanders of hundreds. And David divided the army into three
groups: one third under the command of Joab, one third under the command of
Abishai son of Zeruiah, JoabOs brother, and one third under the command of Ittai
the Gittite. The king said to theem, Ol myself will also go out with you.O But the
men said, OYou shall not go out. For if we flee, they will not care about us. If half ¢
us die, they will not care about us. But you are worth ten thousand of us; therefore
itis better that you send udgh&om the city.O The king said to them, OWhatever
seems best to you | will do.O So the king stood at the side of the gate, while all the
army marched out by hundreds and by thousands. The king ordered Joab and
Abishai and Ittai, saying, ODeal gentlynfpsake with the young man Absalom.O
And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the commanders
concerning Absalom.

So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the
forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel welefeated there by the servants of David,
and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle
spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that da
than the sword.O

Judges 17:13- There was man in the hill country of Ephraim whose name was
Micah. He said to his mother, OThe eleven hundred pieces of silver that were take
from you, about which you uttered a curse, and even spoke it in my Neaaing,

silver is in my possession; | took iit how | will return it to you.O And his mother
said, OMay my son be blessed by the LORD!O Then he returned the eleven hund
pieces of silver to his mother; and his mother said, Ol consecrate the silver to the
LORD from my hand for my son, to make aol @f cast metal.O So when he
returned the money to his mother, his mother took two hundred pieces of silver,

and gave it to the silversmith, who made it into an idol of cast metal; and it was in
the house of Micah. This man Micah had a shrine, anddeeanaephod and
teraphim, and installed one of his sons, who became his priest. In those days ther
was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their own eyes.

Now there was a young man of Bethlehem in Judah, of the clan of JudahaHe wa
Levite residing there. This man left the town of Bethlehem in Judah, to live
wherever he could find a place. He came to the house of Micah in the hill country ¢
Ephraim to carry on his work. Micah said to him, OFrom where do you come?0 H
replied, ®am a Levite of Bethlehem in Judah, and | am going to live wherever | car
find a place.O Then Micah said to him, OStay with me, and be to me a father and
priest, and | will give you ten pieces of silver a year, a set of clothes, and your
living.O Théevite agreed to stay with the man; and the young man became to him
like one of his sons. So Micah installed the Levite, and the young man became his
priest, and was in the house of Micah. Then Micah said, ONow | know that the
LORD will prosper me, becseithe Levite has become my priest.O

Acts 22:30:23:11 - Since he wanted to find out what Paul was being accused of by
the Jews, the next day he released him and ordered the chief priests and the entire
council to meet. He brought Paul down and had ramdsibefore them.

While Paul was looking intently at the council he said, OBrothers, up to this day |
have lived my life with a clear conscience before God.O Then the high priest
Ananias ordered those standing near him to strike him on the mouth. Adudhis P
said to him, OGod will strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting there to
judge me accordlng to the law, and yet in violation of the law you order me to be
struck?O Those standing nearby said, ODo you dare to insult GodOs high pr|est’>(
And Paulsaid, Ol did not realize, brothers that he was high priest; for it is written,
OYou shall not speak evil of a leader of your people.0O

When Paul noticed that some were Sadducees and others were Pharisees, he call
out in the council, OBrothers, | arfPlaarisee, a son of Pharisees. | am on trial
concerning the hope of the resurrection of the dead.O When he said this, a
dissension began between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly w
divided. (The Sadducees say that there is no resurremtiangel, or spirit; but

the Pharisees acknowledge all three.) Then a great clamor arose, and certain scrik
of the PhariseesO group stood up and contended, OWe find nothing wrong with th
man. What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?O Whéssémsidn became
violent, the tribune, fearing that they would tear Paul to pieces, ordered the soldier:
to go down, take him by force, and bring him into the barracks.

That night the Lord stood near him and said, OKeep up your courage! For just as
you hae testified for me in Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also in Rome.00

Mark 11:1226 - On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was
hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see whether perhaps ht
would find anythingmit. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it
was not the season for figs. He said to it, OMay no one ever eat fruit from you
again.O And his disciples heard it.

Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out
those who were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturne
the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves; and he
would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. He was teaching anc
saying, Olsmot written, OMy house shall be called a house of prayer for all the
nationsO? But you have made it a den of robbers.O And when the chief priests an
the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; for they were afraid of
him, because thehole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. And when evening
came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.

In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots.
Then Peter remembered and said to him, ORabbi, lookignneef that you cursed

has withered.O Jesus answered them, OHave faith in God. Truly I tell you, if you s
to this mountain, OBe taken up and thrown into the sea,0 and if you do not doubt i



your heart, but believe that what you say will come to pedetdone for you.

So | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and
will be yours.

OWhenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so th
your Father in heaven may also forgive yautsespasses.O

The Moral Reflections on Job by Pope St Gregory the Great

Fights without and fears within

The saints are caught up in a turbulent war of troubles, attacked at the same time |
force and by persuasion. Patience is their shield againstfiodcgoctrine makes
the arrows that they shoot against persuasion.

See the skill with which they prepare themselves for both fights. The perversity
within, they straighten out and teach and correct. The adversity without, they face
and endure and suppredsey despise the enemies that come from outside to
attack them, they resist them and stop them from subverting others. But to the wee
and feeble citizens within they give compassion, afraid that they might otherwise
lose the life of righteousness congilet

Let us look at St Paul, the soldier of GodOs army, as he fights both enemies: as he
saysquarrels outside, misgivikigslistsidlee enemies he has to redéstger from rivers
and danger from brigands, danger from my own peppimasdddagerifrthe towns an
danger in the open country, danger at sea-aatlethbgehéestistsothe weapons he
fires against thenhhave worked and laboured, often without sleep; | have been hun
often starvifigive been in the cold without clothes.

In the middle of all these battles the armyOs camp must still be patrolled and
safeguardedind, to leave out much more, there is my daily preoccupation: my anxi
church&®u see how bravely he takesvar upon himself and how compassionately
he devotes himself to keeping his neighbours safe. First he lists the evils he suffer:
then he lists the good things he is giving.

Let us ponder what a burden it is to endure attacks from outside and iethe sa
time to give protection to the weak inside. From without, he suffers attack: he is
beaten, he is chained. From within, he endures fear: the fear that his sufferings
might discourage not him, but his disciples. So he writes to tietmone be

unsetill by the present troubles: as you know, they are thothel widdieeisway.
own sufferings, it was the downfall of others that he feared: if they saw him being
beaten because of his faith, they might hold back from professing that faith
themselves.

What an immense love he has within him! He neglects what he himself is suffering
and worries only that his disciples might suffer temptation because of it. He thinks
nothing of the wounds of his body and he heals the wounds of other peapteOs hea

This is something characteristic of the righteous. Just because they suffer pain
themselves it does not stop them caring for the needs of others. They grieve for
themselves and the adversity they face but they still give the needed teaching to
others.They are like some great doctor who is struck down by sickness: they endul
their own wounds while giving healing medicines to their patients.

TUESDAY [120], 121, 122,123 ! 124,125, 126, [127]

2 Samuel 18:918- Absalom happened to méle¢ servants of David. Absalom was
riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His
head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, w
the mule that was under him went on. A man sanditiodd Joab, Ol saw Absalom
hanging in an oak.O Joab said to the man who told him, OWhat you saw him! Wh:
then did you not strike him there to the ground? | would’ have been glad to give yot
ten pieces of silver and a belt.O But the man said to Joakif Oflén my hand

the weight of a thousand pieces of silver, | would not raise my hand against the
kingOs son; for in our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and Ittai,
saying: For my sake protect the young man Absalom! On the other haad, if |

dealt treacherously against his life (and there is nothing hidden from the king),
then you yourself would have stood aloof.O Joab said, Ol will not waste time like tf
with you.O He took three spears in his hand, and thrust them into the heart of
Abs#om, while he was still alive in the oak. And ten young men, Joab©s armor
bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed him.

Then Joab sounded the trumpet, and the troops came back from pursuing Israel,
for Joab restrained the troops. They tobkalom, threw him into a great pit in the
forest, and raised over him a very great heap of stones. Meanwhile all the Israelite
fled to their homes. Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for himself a
pillar that is in the KingOs Valley, foish&l, Ol have no son to keep my name in
remembranceO; he called the pillar by his own name. It is called AbsalomOs
Monument to this day.

Judges 18:15- In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the
tribe of the Danites was seekimgitself a territory to live in; for until then no

territory among the tribes of Israel had been allotted to them. So the Danites sent
five valiant men from the whole number of their clan, from Zorah and from

Eshtaol, to spy out the land and to explprend they said to them, OGo, explore

the land.O When they came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah,
they stayed there. While they were at MicahOs house, they recognized the voice ¢
young Levite; so they went over and asked hing hmﬂght you here? What are

you doing in this place? What is your business here?O He said to them, OMicah ¢
such and such for me, and he hired me, and | have become his priest.0 Then the'
said to him, Olnquire of God that we may know whether thenmvesare

undertaking will succeed.O The priest replied, OGo in peace. The mission you are
on is under the eye of the LORD.O

The five men went on, and when they came to Laish, they observed the people w
were there living securely, after the manféne Sidonians, quiet and
unsuspecting, lacking nothing on earth, and possessing wealth. Furthermore, they
were far from the Sidonians and had no dealings with Aram. When they came to
their kinsfolk at Zorah and Eshtaol, they said to them, OWhat épyd@® They
said, OCome, let us go up against them; for we have seen the land, and it is very
good. Will you do nothing? Do not be slow to go, but enter in and possess the land
When you go, you will come to an unsuspecting people. The land KGodaas
indeed given it into your harida place where there is no lack of anything on
earth.O

Six hundred men of the Danite clan, armed with weapons of war, set out from
Zorah and Eshtachnd went up and encamped at Kirigghrim in Judah. On this
accoumthat place is called Mahasgdm to this day; it is west of Kiriajgarim.

From there they passed on to the hill country of Ephraim, and came to the house @
Micah.

Then the five men who had gone to spy out the land (that is, Laish) said to their
camrades, ODo you know that in these buildings there are an ephod, teraphim, anc
an idol of cast metal? Now therefore consider what you will do.O So they turned ir
that direction and came to the house of the young Levite, at the home of Micah, an
greeted m.

Acts 23:1224 - In the morning the Jews joined in a conspiracy and bound
themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink until they had killed Paul. There
were more than forty who joined in this conspiracy. They went to the chief priests
and elders andaid, OWe have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste no food
until we have killed Paul. Now then, you and the council must notify the tribune to
bring him down to you, on the pretext that you want to make a more thorough
examination of his case. dwe are ready to do away with him before he arrives.O



Now the son of PaulOs sister heard about the ambush; so he went and gained
entrance to the barracks and told Paul. Paul called one of the centurions and said,
OTake this young man to the tribune hi@has something to report to him.O So he
took him, brought him to the tribune, and said, OThe prisoner Paul called me and
asked me to bring this young man to you; he has something to tell you.O The
tribune took him by the hand, drew him aside privatatyagked, OWhat is it that

you have to report to me?0 He answered, OThe Jews have agreed to ask you to t
Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire more
thoroughly into his case. But do not be persuaded by them, for ranrioity of

their men are lying in ambush for him. They have bound themselves by an oath
neither to eat nor drink until they kill him. They are ready now and are waiting for
your consent.O So the tribune dismissed the young man, ordering him, OTell no
onethat you have informed me of this.O

Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, OGet ready to leave by nine
oOclock tonight for Caesarea with two hundred soldlers seventy horsemen, and tv
hundred spearmen. Also provide mounts for Paul to ridetakedhim safely to

Felix the governor.O

Mark 11:2712:12- Again they came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple.
the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to himand said, OBy what
authority are you doing these things? Who gave yautinisity to do them?0

Jesus said to them, Ol will ask you one question; answer me, and | will tell you by
what authority | do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or wa
it of human origin? Answer me.O They argued with one anotheg €1, OFrom
heaven,0 he will say, OWhy then did you not believe him?0 But shall we say, 00!
human orlganNThey were afraid of the crowd, for all regarded John as truly a
prophet. So they answered Jesus, OWe do not know.O And Jesus said to them,
ONeithewill | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.O

Then he began to speak to them in parables. OA man planted a vineyard, put a fer
around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to
tenants and went to ahetr country. When the season came, he sent a slave to the
tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the vineyard. But they
seized him, and beat him, and sent him away dmptied. And again he sent

another slave to them; this one they beet the head and insulted. Then he sent
another, and that one they killed. And so it was with many others; some they beat,
and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to
them, saying, OThey will respect my sontfbBaitenants said to one another,

OThis is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.O So they
seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. What then will the owner
of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy ttentsrand give the vineyard to
others. Have you not read this scripture: OThe stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the LordOs doing, and it is amazing in our eyest
When they realized that he had told this parable ateimstthey wanted to arrest

him, but they feared the crowd. So they left him and went away.

From the homilies of St Bernard on the glories of the Virgin Mother

She was prepared by the Most High and prefigured by the patriarchs

There was only one mode otlibthat was worthy of God, and that was to be born
of a Virgin. Equally, who could come from a Virgin birth except God himself? The
maker of mankind, if he was torhadman and destined to be born of man, would
have to choose, to create a mother wreknaw to be worthy of him, who he knew
would be pleasing to him.

It was his will that she should be a virgin, so that he could proceed from an
unstained body, stainless, to purify mankind of its stains.

It was his will that she should be meek and hurhbésad, since he was to become
the outstanding example of these virtues, so necessary for the health of humanity.

He granted childbirth to her, having first inspired her vow of virginity and filled
her with the virtue of humility.

To put it another way,dw could the Angel have addressed her as full of grace if
any, even a little, of these virtues had been present in her already and not given to
her by grace? It was given to her to be made holy. She, who was to conceive and
birth to the Holy of holigsvas made holy in body by the gift of virginity and holy in
mind by the gift of humility.

Adorned with the jewels of such virtues and radiant in both mind and body, the
royal VirginOs beauty draws the attention of the citizens of heaven itself, and its
King is filled with desire for her and sends his messenger to her from on high.

The Angel was sent to theaysgi virgin in body and a virgin in mind, a virgin by

her own choice, a virgin, as the Apostle describes her, holy in mind and body. Not
someone just now found by chance, but chosen from the beginning of time,
foreseen and prepared by the Most High, waited upon by the angels, prefigured by
the patriarchs, preached by the prophets.

WEDNESDAY 119:145176 ! 128, 129, 130

2 Samuell18:1923 - Then Ahimaaz son of Zadok said, OLet me run, and carry
tidings to the king that the LORD has delivered him from the power of his
enemies.O Joab said to him, OYou are not to carry tidings today; you may carry,
tidings another day, but todayyhallsnot do so, because the kingOs son is dead.O
Then Joab said to a Cushite, OGo, tell the kmg what you have seen.O The Cushite
bowed before Joab, and ran. Then Ahimaaz 'son of Zadok said again to Joab, OCc
what may, let me also run after the Cushiadloab said, OWhy will you run, my
son, seeing that you have no reward for the tidings?0O OCome what may,O he saic
will run.O So he said to him, ORun.O Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the Plain, a
outran the Cushite.

Judges 18:181- While the sixiundred men of the Danites, armed with their
weapons of war, stood by the entrance of thetlyatieve men who had gone to spy
out the land proceeded to enter and take the idol of cast metal, the ephod, and the
teraphim. The priest was standing by thieaene of the gate with the six hundred

men armed with weapons of war. When the men went into MicahOs house and to
the idol of cast metal, the ephod, and the teraphim, the priest said to them, OWhat
are you doing?0 They said to him, OKeep quiet!Putara over your mouth,

and come with us, and be to us a father and a priest. Is it better for you to be priesi
to the house of one person, or to be priest to a tribe and clan in Israel?O Then the
priest accepted the offer. He took the ephod, the terg@mid the idol, and went

along with the people.

So they resumed their journey, putting the little ones, the livestock, and the goods
in front of them. When they were some distance from the home of Mlcah the men
who were in the houses near MicahGe heere called out, and they overtook the
Danites. They shouted to the Danites, who turned around and said to Micah,
OWhat is the matter that you come with such a company?0O He replied, OYou taks
gods that | made, and the priest, and go away, andavkdtleft? How then can
you ask me, OWhat is the matter?0OO And the Danites said to him, OYou had betl
not let your voice be heard among us or elséehgtered fellows will attack you,
and you will lose your life and the lives of your household @thEhBanites went
their way. When Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went
back to his home.

The Danites, having taken what Micah had made, and the priest who belonged to
him, came to Laish, to a people quiet and unsuspectinthepu to the sword, and
burned down the city. There was no deliverer, because it was far from Sidon and
they had no dealings with Aram. It was in the valley that belongs teH&éth
They rebuilt the city, and lived in it. They named the city Daar,taiir ancestor
Dan, who was born to Israel; but the name of the city was formerly Laish. Then the



Danites set up the idol for themselves. Jonathan son of Gershom, son of Moses, a
his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the timenthe/émt into

captivity. So they maintained as their own MicahOs idol that he had made, as lonc
the house of God was at Shiloh.

Acts 23:2335- Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, OGet ready to
leave by nine oOclock tonight for Caesateawsihundred soldiers, seventy
horsemen, and two hundred spearmen. Also provide mounts for Paul to ride, and
take him safely to Felix the governor.O He wrote a letter to this effect:

OClaudius Lysias to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetingsai ias

seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them but when | had learned the
he was a Roman citizen, | came with the guard and rescued him. Since | wanted tc
know the charge for which they accused him, | had him brought to their council. |
found that he was accused concerning questions of their law, but was charged witl
nothing deserving death or imprisonment. When | was informed that there would
be a plot against the man, | sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to
state beforgou what they have against him.O

So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him during
the night to Antipatris. The next day they let the horsemen go on with him, while
they returned to the barracks. When they came to Camsdudelivered the letter

to the governor, they presented Paul also before him. On reading the letter, he
asked what province he belonged to, and when he learned that he was from Cilicic
he said, Ol will give you a hearing when your accusers arriven® drdened that

he be kept under guard in HerodOs headquarters.

Mark 12:1327 - Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trag
him in what he said. And they came and said to him, OTeacher, we know that you
are sincere, and show deferetzcao one; for you do not regard people with
partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxe
to the emperor, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?O But knowing thei
hypocrisy, he said to them, OWhy arg@uytiing me to the test? Bring me a

denarius and let me see it.O And they brought one. Then he said to them, OWhost
head is this, and whose title?0 They answered, OThe_emperor0Os.O Jesus said to
OGive to the emperor the things that are the empemd@a God the things that

are God0s.O And they were utterly amazed at him.

Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him and asked him a
question, saying, OTeacher, Moses wrote for us that Oif a manOs brother dies, lee
a wife but notld, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his
brother.O There were seven brothers; the first married and, when he died, left no
children; and the second married her and died, leaving no children; and the third
likewise; none of the seMeft children. Last of all the woman herself died. In the
resurrection whose wife will she be? For the seven had married her.O

Jesus said to them, Ols not this the reason you are wrong, that you know neither ti
scriptures nor the power of God? For wlieey rise from the dead, they neither

marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as for the deac
being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the story about the bush,
how God said to him, Ol am the God of Abrahan@dtief Isaac, and the God of
JacobO? He is God not of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wrong.O

THURSDAY 131, 132, [133] ! 134, 135

2 Samuel 19:P3 - It was told Joab, OThe king is weeping and mourning for
Absalom.O So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the troops; for
the troops heard that day, OThe king is grieving for his son.O The troam® stole

the city that day as soldiers steal in who are ashamed when they flee in battle. The
king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, OO my son Absalom, C
Absalom, my son, my son!O Then Joab came into the house to the king, and sa|d
OTodg you have covered with shame the faces of all your officers who have saved
your life today, and the lives of your sons and your daughters, and the lives of youi

wives and your concubines, for love of those who hate you and for hatred of those
who love yauyou have made it clear today that commanders and officers are
nothing to you; for | perceive that if Absalom were alive and all of us were dead
today, then you would be pleased. So go out at once and speak kindly to your
servants; for | swear by the LQRDyou do not go, not a man will stay with you

this night; and this will be worse for you than any disaster that has come upon you
from your youth until now.O Then the king got up and took his seat in the gate. The
troops were all told, OSee, the kirsitigig in the gateO; and all the troops came
before the king.

Meanwhile, all the Israelites had fled to their homes. All the people were disputing
throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, OThe king delivered us from the hand of
our enemies, and salvas from the hand of the Philistines; and now he has fled out
of the land because of Absalom. But Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead
battle. Now therefore why do you say nothing about bringing the king back?O

King David sent this message ®jhiests Zadok and Abiathar, OSay to the elders

of Judah, OWhy should you be the last to bring the king back to his house? The ta
of all Israel has come to the king. You are my kin, you are my bone and my flesh;
why then should you be the last to bbiagk the k|ng’>O And say to Amasa, OAre you
not my bone and my flesh? So may God do to me, and more, if you are not the
commander of my army from now on, in place of Joab.0O Amasa swayed the hea
of all the people of Judah as one, and they sent wordkimgh OReturn, both you

and all your servants.O So the klng came back to the Jordan; and Judah came to
Gilgal to meet the king and to bring him over the Jordan.

Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite, from Bahurim, hurried to come down with
the people ofublah to meet King David; with him were a thousand people from
Benjamin. And Ziba, the servant of the house of Saul, with his fifteen sons and his
twenty servants, rushed down to the Jordan ahead of the king, while the crossing
was taking place, to bringeothe kingOs household, and to do his pleasure.

Shimei son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was about to cross the Jordan
and said to the king, OMay my lord not hold me guilty or remember how your
servant did wrong on the day my lord the kiftigéeusalem; may the king not bear

it in mind. For your servant knows that | have sinned; therefore, see, | have come
this day, the first of all the house of Joseph to come down to meet my lord the
king.O Abishai son of Zeruiah answered, OShall not 8kimaito death for this,
because he cursed the LORDOS anointed?0 But David said, OWhat have I to do
you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should today become an adversary to me? Sha
anyone be put to death in Israel this day? For do | not knowaimathis day king

over Israel?0 The king said to Shimei, OYou shall not die.O And the king gave hin
his oath.

Job 1:122 - There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That
man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turnedravesyl f
There were born to him seven sons and three daughters. He had seven thousand
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys,
and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the
east. His sons used to go and hold feasts in one anotherOs houses in turn; and the
would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when the
feast days had run their course, Job would send and sanctify them, and he would
rise earlyn the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of
them all; for Job said, Olt may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in
their hearts.O This is what Job always did.

One day the heavenly beings came to present themseteeth®&fORD, and
Satan also came among them. The LORD said to Satan, OWhere have you come
from?0 Satan answered the LORD, OFrom going to and fro on the earth, and fro
walking up and down on it. O The LORD said to Satan, OHave you considered my
servant Ju? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man
who fears God and turns away from evil.O Then Satan answered the LORD, ODo
Job fear God for nothing? Have you not put a fence around him and his house an



all that he has, on eveige®? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his
possessions have increased in the land. But stretch out your hand now, and toucl
all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.O The LORD said to Satan, OV
well, all that he has is in your gownonly do not stretch out your hand against

him!O So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.

One day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the eldes
brotherOs house messenger came to Job and said, OThe oxen weig ghakifre
donkeys were feeding beside themd the Sabeans fell on them and carried them
off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; | alone have escaped to tell
you.O While he was still speaking, another came and said, OThe fire of God fell
from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed them; |
alone have escaped to tell you.O While he was still speaking, another came and s
OThe Chaldeans formed three columns, made a raid on the camels and carried th
off, and killel the servants with the edge of the sword; | alone have escaped to tell
you.O While he was still speaking, another came and said, OYour sons and daugl
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brotherOs, IammSeuddenIy a great
wind came acro#ise desert, struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the
young people, and they are dead; | alone have escaped to tell you.O

Then Job arose, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell on the ground and
worshiped. He said, ONaked | came frgnmotherOs womb, and naked shall |
return there; the LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name
of the LORD.O

In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrdo@ng.

Acts 24:123 - Five days later the high priest Ananias came witvsome elders

and an attorney, a certain Tertullus, and they reported their case against Paul to th
governor. When Paul had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying
OYour Excellency, because of you we have long enjoyed peace, arfthveforms
been made for this people because of your foresight. We welcome this in every we
and everywhere with utmost gratitude. But, to detain you no further, | beg you to
hear us briefly with your customary graciousness. We have, in fact, found this man
pestilent fellow, an agitator among all the Jews throughout the world, and a
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. He even tried to profane the temple, and s
we seized him. By examining him yourself you will be able to learn from him
concerning everythg of which we accuse him.O

The Jews also joined in the charge by asserting that all this was true.

When the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul replied:

Ol cheerfully make my defense, knowing that for many years you have been a judg
over this natin. As you can find out, it is not more than twelve days since | went up
to worship in Jerusalem. They did not find me disputing with anyone in the temple
or stirring up a crowd either in the synagogues or throughout the city. Neither can
they prove to yoihe charge that they now bring against me. But this | admit to you,
that according to the Way, which they call a sect, | worship the God of our
ancestors, believing everything laid down according to the law or written in the
prophets. | have a hope in Géhope that they themselves also &itbapthere

will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous. Therefore | do my
best always to have a clear conscience toward God and all people. Now after som
years | came to bring alms to my nadind to offer sacrifices. While | was doing

this, they found me in the temple, completing the rite_of purification, without any
crowd or disturbance. But there were some Jews frohtheiaought to be here

before you to make an accusation, if they hgtleiramagainst me. Or let these

men here tell what crime they had found when | stood before the council, unless it
was this one sentence that | called out while standing before them, Olt is about the
resurrection of the dead that | am on trial before gday.OO

But Felix, who was rather well informed about the Way, adjourned the hearing with
the comment, OWhen Lysias the tribune comes down, | will decide your case.O Tr
he ordered the centurion to keep him in custody, but to let him have some liberty
and not to prevent any of his friends from taking care of his needs.

Mark 12:2834 - One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one
another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, OWhich
commandment is the first of all?0 Jasissvered, OThe first i is, OHear, O Israel: the
Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.O
The second is this, OYou shall love your neighlyourself.O There is no other
commandment greater than these,O Then the scribe said to him, OYou are right,
Teacher; you have truly said that Ohe is one, and besides him there is no otherO;
Oto love him with all the heart, and with all the unddigtg and with all the
strength,O and Oto love oneOs neighbor asithésafriuch more important

than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.O When Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, OYou are not far from the kingdom of God.@hatftes

one dared to ask him any question.

FRIDAY 140,142 1 141, 143:11(12)

2 Samuel 19:2443 - Mephibosheth grandson of Saul came down to meet the king;
he had not taken care of his feet, or trimmed his beard, or washed his clathes, fro
the day the king left until the day he came back in safety. When he came from
Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said to him, OWhy did you not go with me,
Mephibosheth?0 He answered, OMy lord, O kmg my servant deceived me; for yo
servant said tomi, OSaddle a donkey for me, so that | may ride on it and go with
the king.O For your servant is lame. He has slandered your servant to my lord the
king. But my lord the king is like the angel of God; do therefore what seems good t
you. For all my fatherbsuse were doomed to death before my lord the king; but
you set your servant among those who eat at your table. What further right have |,
then, to appeal to the king?O The king said to him, OWhy speak any more of your
affairs? | have decided: you andazshall divide the land.O Mephibosheth said to

the king, OLet him take it all, since my lord the king has arrived home safely.O
Now Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim; he went on with the kinc
to the Jordan, to escort him over the JordBarzillai was a very aged man, eighty
years old. He had provided the king with food while he stayed at Mahanaim, for he
was a very wealthy man. The king said to Barzillai, OCome over with me, and | will
provide for you in Jerusalem at my side.O But Rasziltl to the king, OHow many
years have | still to live, that | should go up with the king to Jerusalem? Today | am
eighty years old; can | discern what is pleasant and what is not? Can your servant
taste what he eats or what he drinks? Can | stifl {sthe voice of singing men

and singing women? Why then should your servant be an added burden to my lorc
the king? Your servant will go a little way over the Jordan with the king. Why shoul
the king recompense me with such a reward? Please let yanirrgéurn, so that |

may die in my own town, near the graves of my father and my mother. But here is
your servant Chimham; let him go over with my lord the king; and do for him
whatever seems good to you.O The king answered, OChimham shall go eyer with
and | will do for him whatever seems good to you; and all that you desire of me |
will do for you.O Then all the people crossed over the Jordan, and the king crosset
over; the king kissed Barzillai and blessed him, and he returned to his own home.
The kng went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him; all the people of
Judah, and also half the people of Israel, brought the king on his way.

Then all the people of Israel came to the king, and said to him, OWhy have our
kindred the people of Judah stoi®u away, and brought the kjng and his

household over the Jordan, and all DavidOs men with him?0O All the people of Jud
answered the people of Israel, OBecause the king is near of kin to us. Why then ar
you angry over this matter? Have we eateraatizdl kingOs expense? Or has he
given us any gift?0O But the people of Israel answered the people of Judah, OWe h
ten shares in the king, and in David also we have more than you. Why then did yot
despise us? Were we not the first to speak of bringikgimaking?O But the

words of the people of Judah were fiercer than the words of the people of Israel.



Job 2:113- One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan also came among them to present himself before e TI@ZR
LORD said to Satan, OWhere have you come from?0 Satan answered the LORD,
OFrom going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.® The
LORD said to Satan, OHave you considered my servant Job? There is no one like
him on the eartha blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from
evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to
destroy him for no reason.O Then Satan answered the LORD, OSkin for skin! Al
that people have they will givesave their lives. But stretch out your hand now and
touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.O The LORD said
Satan, OVery well, he is in your power; only spare his life.O

So Satan went out from the presence of the LORDin8licted loathsome sores
on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a potsherd with
which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes.

Then his wife said to him, ODo you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and
die.OBut he said to her, OYou speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we
receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?0 In all this Job did
not sin with his lips.

Now when JobOs three friends_heard of all these troubles that hadndrire,up
each of them set out from his hdvi¢iphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and
Zophar the Naamathite. They met together to go and console and comfort him.
When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him, and they raised
their voices and wept aloud; they tore their robes and threw dust in the air upon
their heads. They sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and ni
one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great.

Acts 24:2425:12- Some dayater when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who

was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him speak concerning faith in Christ Jesus
And as he discussed justice; setftrol, and the coming judgment, Felix became
frightened and said, OGo away for theeptewhen I have an opportunity, | will

send for you.O At the same time he hoped that money would be given him by Paul
and for that reason he used to send for him very often and converse with him.
After two years had passed, Felix was succeeded ky/FRsitis; and since he

wanted to grant the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.

Three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up from Caesarea to
Jerusalemwhere the chief priests and the leaders of the Jews gave him a report
against PduThey appealed to himand requested, as a favor to them against Paul, t
have him transferred to Jerusalem. They were, in fact, planning an ambush to kill
him along the way. Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea, and that |
himself intendedo go there shortly. 0S0,0 he said, Olet those of you who have the
authority come down with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let
them accuse him.O

After he had stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he went down ta
Caesaredhe next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be
brought. When he arrived, the Jews who had gone down from Jerusalem
surrounded him, bringing many serious charges against him, which they could not
prove. Paul said in his defense, O¢ frano way committed an offense against the
law of the Jews, or against the temple or against the emperor.O But Festus, wishil
to do the Jews a favor, asked Paul, ODo you wish to go up to Jerusalem and be tri
there before me on these charges”O Rhubsam appealing to the emperorOs
tribunal; this is where | should be tried. | have done no wrong to the Jews, as you
very well know. Now if | am in the wrong and have committed something for which
| deserve to die, | am not trying to escape deatif;thete is nothing to their

charges against me, no one can turn me over to them. | appeal to the emperor.O
Then Festus, after he had conferred with his council, replied, OYou have appealed
to the emperor; to the emperor you will go.O

Mark 12:3544 - While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, OHow can the
scribes say that the Messiah is the son of David? David himself, by the Holy Spirit,
declared, OThe Lord said to my Lord, OSit at my right hand, until | put your
enemies under your feet.O O Daniddif calls him Lord; so how can he be his
son?0 And the large crowd was listening to him with delight.

As he taught, he said, OBeware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long rob:
and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and thenbesttseats in the
synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They devour widowsO houses and f
the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater
condemnation.O

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd puttingimotiee
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two
small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and saic
to them, OTruly | tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are
contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had tc
live on.O
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2 Samuel 23:47, 1317 - Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of
David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the man whom God exalted, the anointed of the
God of Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of Israel:

The spirit of the LORDeaks through me, his word is upon my tongue. The God

of Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me: One who rules over people
justly, ruling in the fear of God, is like the light of morning, like the sun rising on a
cloudless morning, gleamln@m the rain on the grassy land.

Is not my house like this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting
covenant, ordered in all things and secure. Will he not cause to prosper all my helg
and my desire? But the godless are all like thorns ththt@me away; for they

cannot be picked up with the hand; to touch them one uses an iron bar or the shaft
of a spear. And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot.

Towards the beginning of harvest three of the thirty chiefs went down to join David
atthe cave of Adullam, while a band of Philistines was encamped in the valley of
Rephaim. David was then in the stronghold; and the garrison of the Philistines was
then at Bethlehem. David said longingly, OO0 that someone would give me water tc
drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate!O Then the three warriors brok
through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that wa
by the gate, and brought it to David. But he would not drink of it; he poured it out
to the LORD, fo he said, OThe LORD forbid that | should do this. Can | drink the
blood of the men who went at the risk of their lives?O Therefore he would not drink
it. The three warriors did these things.

30%3:126 - After this Job opened his mouth and cursed dlyeofl his birth. Job
said:

OLet the day perish in which | was bamd the night that sgidDA mawhild is
conceived.O

Let that day be darkness! May God above not seekght shine on it.

Let gloom and deep darkness claim it. Letlslsattle upon it; let the blackness
of the day terrify it.

That nighNlet thick darkness seize it! let it not rejoice among the days of the year
let it not come into the number of the months.

Yes, let that night be barren; let no joyful @heard in it.

Let those curse it who curse the S$kease who are skilled to rouse up Leviathan.
Let the stars of its dawn be dark; let it hope for light, but have none; may it not
see the eyelids of the morrfihg

becauseit did not shut the d®of my motherOs wananmd hide trouble from my
eyes.



OWhy did | not die at birtttome forth from the womb and expire?
Why were there knees to receive andreasts for me to suck?
Now | would be lying down and quiet; | would be aslesp] would be at rest
with kings and counselors of the earth who rebuild ruins for themselves,
or with princes who have golho fill their houses with silver.
IO;]why was | not buried like a stillborn chilike an infant that never sees the
ight?
There the wicked cease from troubliagd there the weary are at rest.
There the prisoners are at ease together; they do not hear the voice of the
taskmaster.
The small and the great are themed the slaves are free from their masters.
OWhy is light given to one in misexyd life to the bitter in soul,
who long for death, but it does not conagd dig for it more than for hidden
treasures;
who rejoice exceedinglgnd are glad when they find the grave?
Why is light giveto one who cannot see the,wahom God has fenced in?
For my sighing comes like my breadd my groanings are poured out like water.
Truly the thing that | fear comes upon, na@d what | dread befalls me.
| am not at ease, nor am | quiet; al’d no rest; but trouble comes.O

Acts 25:1327 - After several days had passed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at
Caesarea to welcome Festus. Since they were staying there several days, Festus
PaulOs case before the king, saying, OThere is sermdrohveas left in prison by

Felix. When | was in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews
informed me about him and asked for a sentence against him. | told them that it we
not the custom of the Romans to hand over anyone before the hecuseet the
accusers face to face and had been given an opportunity to make a defense again
the charge. So when they met here, I lost no time, but on the next day took my see
on the tribunal and ordered the man to be brought. When the accusergstood u
they did not charge him with any of the crimes that | was expecting. Instead they h
certain points of disagreement with him about their own religion and about a
certain Jesus, who had died, but whom Paul asserted to be alive. Since | was at a
howto investigate these questions, | asked whether he wished to go to Jerusalem i
be tried there on these charges. But when Paul had appealed to be kept in custody
for the decision of his Imperial Majesty, | ordered him to be held until | could send
him to the emperor.O Agrippa said to Festus, Ol would like to hear the man myself
OTomorrow,O he said, Oyou will hear him.O

So on the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they entered t
audience hall with the military tribunes and the premt men of the city. Then

Festus gave the order and Paul was brought in. And Festus said, OKing Agrippa a
all here present with us, you see this man about whom the whole Jewish communi
petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, shouting that he woigiat live any

longer. But | found that he had done nothing deserving death; and when he
appealed to his Imperial Majesty, | decided to send him. But | have nothing definite
to write to our sovereign about him. Therefore | have brought him before all of
you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that, after we have examined him
I may have something to witir it seems to me unreasonable to send a prisoner
without indicating the charges against him.00O

Mark 13:3113- As he came out of the tempdeg of his disciples said to him,

OLook, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!O Then Jesus asked
ODo you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; ¢
will be thrown down.O

When he was sitting on the Mobof Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James,

John, and Andrew asked him privately, OTell us, when will this be, and what will be
the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?O Then Jesus began t
to them, OBeware that no one leadsagtray. Many will come in my name and say,
Ol am helO and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of

wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom ag&imgfdom; there will be

earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of tr
birthpangs.

OAs for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be
beaten in synagogues; and you will stand bgdoegnors and kings because of me,

as a testimony to them. And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations.
When they bring you to trial and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about
what you are to say; but say whatever is given yotiragtHar it is not you who

speak, but the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you
will bg hated by all because of my name. But the one whosetodiweend will be
saved.O

St Ambrose on Psalm 48

Through his blood Christ reconciled the world to God

When Christ reconciled the world to God he himself was certainly not in need of
reconciliation. What sin could he do penance for, when he had mohéim?

Moreover, when the Jews were asking for thelmeltel, the offering given for sin
according to the Law, he said to Péisimon, what is your opinion? From whom do t
the earth take toll or tribute? From their sons okricbmhencReterseplied, OFrom
foreignersO, Jesus said, OWell then, the sons are exempt. However, so as not to ¢
lake and cast a hook; take the first fish that bites, open its mouth and there you wil
give it to them for me and for you.O

He showed that he does not owe an offering for any sin of his own, for he was not
slave of sin: the Son of God was free from all fault. For the son gives freedom; it is
the slave who is guilty. So Jesus is comgitetgland he does not make payment to
redeem his soul. The price of his blood was more than enough to redeem all the
sins of the entire world. It is right that he who owes nothing for himself should be
able to give freedom to others.

Let me say more. Chriswes nothing for his own redemption and owes nothing as
propitiation for sin. But more than that, if you consider any one of us then you will
see that none of us owes anything as a propitiatory offering, because Christ himse
is that offering, the offémg for all and the redemption of all.

What manOs blood now has the power to redeem him, when Christ has shed his o
blood for the redemption of all? Is there anyone whose blood could be compared t¢
ChristOs? Or what man is so powerful that his couldamaitiering of

propitiation greater than the offering that Christ made of himself when he alone
reconciled the world to God by his blood? What greater sacrificial victim can there
be, what superior sacrifice, what better advocate could there be thgm@bris
became the atonement for the sins of all, who gave his life for our redemption?

Individual propitiation, individual redemption is not needed, because the blood of
Christ is the price of all. By that blood the Lord Jesus redeemed us, and he alone
hasreconciled us to the Father. He laboured at this to the end, for he took our own
burdens on himself when he saisyme to me, all you who labour and are overburder
will give you rest.
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2 Samuel 24:12,10-25- Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel,
and he jncited David against them, saying, OGo, count the people of Israel and
Judah.O So the king said to Joab and the commandemmiyl;haho were with
him, OGo through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to-Baeba, and take a
census of the people, so that | may know how many there are.O

But afterward, David was stricken to the heart because he had numbered the
people. David sait the LORD, Ol have sinned greatly in what | have done. But
now, O LORD, | pray you, take away the guilt of your servant; for | have done very
foolishly.O When David rose in the morning, the word of the LORD came to the
prophet Gad, DavidOs seer, say@@o and say to David: Thus says the LORD:
Three things | offer you; choose one of them, and | will do it to you.0 So Gad cam
to David and told him; he asked him, OShall three years of famine come to you on
your land? Or will you flee three months efgour foes while they pursue you?
Or shall there be three daysO pestilence in your land? Now consider, and decide
what answer | shall return to the one who sent me.O Then David said to Gad, Ol ¢
in great distress; let us fall into the hand of the LORDhis mercy is great; but
let me not fall into human hands.O

So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from that morning until the appointed
time; and seventy thousand of the people died, from Dan tesBelea. But when
the angel stretched out hisiHaoward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented
concerning the evil, and said to the angel who was bringing destruction among the
people, Olt is enough now stay your hand.O The angel of the LORD was then by 1
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusitwhen David saw the angel who was
destroying the people, he said to the LORD, Ol alone have sinned, and | alone ha\
done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let your hand | pray, be
against me and against my fatherOs house.O

That day Gadame to David and said to him, OGo up and erect an altar_to the
LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.O Following GadOs
instructions, David went up, as the LORD had commanded. When Araunah looket
down, he saw the king and his servantsngptoivard him; and Araunah went out
and prostrated himself before the king with his face to the ground. Araunah said,
OWhy has my lord the king come to his servant?O David said, OTo buy the thresh
floor from you in order to build an altar to the LORE®D, that the plague may be
averted from the people.O Then Araunah said to David, OLet my lord the king tak
and offer up what seems good to him; here are the oxen for the burnt offering, and
the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wioitiis, 8
Araunah gives to the king.O And Araunah said to the king, OMay the LORD your
God respond favorably to you.Q

But the king said to Araunah, ONo, but I will buy them from you for a price; I will
not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my Gtight cost me nothing.O So David
bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. David built there
an altar to the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and offerings obeilhy. So
the LORD answered his supplication for the land, haglague was averted from
Israel.

Job 4:16,1221- Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:

Olf one ventures a word with you, will you be offended? But who can keep from
speaking?

See, you have instructed many; you have strengthened the weak hands.

Your words have supported those who were stumbling, and you have made firm
the feeble knees.

But now it has come to you, and you are impatient; it touches you, and you are
dismayed.

Is not your fear of God your confidence, and the integritpuafways your
hope?
ONow a word came stealing to me, my ear received the whisper of it.
Amid thoughts from visions of the night, when deep sleep falls on mortals,
dread came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones shake.
A spiit glided past my face; the hair of my flesh bristled.
It stood still, but | could not discern its appearance. A form was before my eyes;
there was silence, then | heard a voice:
O(lZ(an mortals be righteous before God? Can human beings ledquaréhéir
Maker?
Even in his servants he puts no trust, and his angels he charges with error;
how much more those who live in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dus
who are crushed like a moth.
Between morning and evening they asitrdyed; they perish forever without any
regarding it.
Their tentcord is plucked up within them, and they die devoid of wisdom.O

Gal. 3:23-4:7- Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under
the law until faith would be revealetherefore the law was our disciplinarian until
Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, w«
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of
God through faith. As many ofuyas were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave ¢
free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Ani
if you belong to Christ, then you arbrahamOs offspring, heirs according to the
promise.

My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than slaves, thouy
they are the owners of all the property; but they remain under guardians and
trustees until the date set by thér. So with us; while we were minors, we were
enslaved to the elemental spirits of the world. But when the fullness of time had
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeemr
those who were under the law, so that iyktmeceive adoption as children. And
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying
OAbbal! Father!O So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also
heir, through God.

John 8:1220 - AgainJesus spoke to them, saying, Ol am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.O
Then the Pharisees said to him, OYou are testifying on your own behalf; your
testimony is not valid.O Jesus amwe)Even if | testify on my own behalf, my
testimony is valid because | know where | have come from and where | am going,
but you do not know where | come from or where | am going. You judge by humar
standards; | judge no one. Yet even if | do judgeudmyment is valid; for it is not

| alone who judge, but | and the Father who sent me. In your law it is written that
the testimony of two witnesses is valid. | testify on my own behalf, and the Father
who sent me testifies on my behalf.O Then thep $aid, OWhere is your

Father?O Jesus answered, OYou know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me.
you would know my Father also.O He spoke these words while he was teaching ir
the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because his hout yetd no
come.

From the pastoral constitution on the Church in the modern world of the
Second Vatican Council

The foreshadowing of the new age

We do not know the time when earth and humanity will reach their completion, nor
do we know the way in which thévarse will be transformed. The world as we see
it, disfigured by sin, is passing away. But we are sure that God is preparing a new



dwelling place and a new earth. In this new earth righteousness is to make its hom
and happiness will satisfy, and mosmnthatisfy, all the yearnings for peace that

arise in human hearts. On that day, when death is conquered, the sons of God will
be raised up in Christ; what was sown as something weak and perishable will be
clothed in incorruption. Love and the fruits of/®will remain, and the whole of
creation, made by God for man, will be set free from the frustration that enslaves it

We are warned indeed that a man gains nothing if he wins the whole world at the
cost of himself. Yet our hope in a new earth shouldveaken, but rather

stimulate our concern for developing this earth, for on it there is growing up the
body of a new human family, a body even now able to provide some foreshadowin
of the new age. Hence, though earthly progress is to be carefully drgtiduaim

the growth of ChristOs kingdom, yet in so far as it can help toward the better
ordering of human society it is of great importance to the kingdom of God.

The blessings of human dignity, brotherly communion and fre&xdinthe good

fruits on eath of manOs -@peration with nature in the Spirit of the Lord and
according to his commawill be found again in the world to come, but purified

of all stain, resplendent and transfigured, when Christ hands over to the Father an
eternal and everlastifgngdom: Oa kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of

holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love and peace.O On this earth the
kingdom is already present in sign; when the Lord comes it will reach its
completion.

MONDAY 1,2,3 ! 4,7

1 Kings 1:531- Now Adonijah son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, Ol will be
kingO; he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before
him. His father had never at any time displeased him by asking, OWhy have you
done thus ando®O He was also a very handsome man, and he was born next after
Absalom. He conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with the priest Abiathar, and
they supported Adonijah. But the priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and
the prophet Nathan, and Shimand Rei, and DavidOs own warriors did not side
with Adonijah.

Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fatted cattle by the stone Zoheleth, which is
beside Efrogel, and he invited all his brothers, the kingOs sons, and all the royal
officials of Judahput he did not invite the prophet Nathan or Benaiah or the
warriors or his brother Solomon. _ .

Then Nathan said to Bathsheba, SolomonOs mother, OHave you not heard that
Adonijah son of Haggith has become king and our lord David does not know it?
Now theefore come, let me give you advice, so that you may save your own life an
the life of your son Solomon. Go in at once to King David, and say to him, ODid
you not, my lord the king, swear to your servant, saying: Your son Solomon shall
succeed me as kiragnd he shall sit on my throne? Why then is Adonijah king?O
Then while you are still there speaking with the king, | will come in after you and
confirm your words.O

So Bathsheba went to the king in his room. The king was very old; Abishag the
Shunammié was attending the king. Bathsheba bowed and did obeisance to the
king, and the king said, OWhat do you wish?0 She said to him, OMy lord, you sw
to your servant by the LORD your God, saying: Your son Solomon shall succeed n
as king, and he shall sit my throne. But now suddenly Adonijah has become
king, though you, my lord the king, do not know it. He has sacrificed oxen, fatted
cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the children of the king, the
priest Abiathar, and Joab the comnmemaf the army; but your servant Solomon he
has not invited. But you, my lord the Kitlge eyes of all Israel are on you to tell
them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him. Otherwise it will
come to pass, when my lord the king sle#psis ancestors, that my son Solomon
and | will be counted offenders.O

While she was still speaking with the king, the prophet Nathan came in. The king
was told, OHere is the prophet Nathan.O When he came in before the king, he did
obeisance to tHeéng, with his face to the ground. Nathan said, OMy lord the king,
have you said, OAdonijah shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my thronet
For today he has gone down and has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in
abundance, and has iredtall the kingOs children, Joab the commander of the
army, and the priest Abiathar, who_are now eating and drinking before him, and
saying, OLong live King Adonuahlo But he did not invite me, your servant, and the
priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of Jatmiand your servant Solomon. Has this
thing been brought about by my lord the king and you have not let your servants
know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?0

King David answered, OSummon Bathsheba to me.O So she canirigtdghe
presence, and stood before the king. The king swore, saying, OAs the LORD lives
who has saved my life from every adversity, as | swore to you by the LORD, the C
of Israel, OYour son Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my
throne in my place,0 so will | do this day.O Then Bathsheba bowed with her face -
the ground, and did obeisance to the king, and said, OMay my lord King David live
forever!O

Job 4:1,5:411,1721,26-27 - Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:
ocali nowis there anyone who will answer you? To which of the holy ones will
you turn?
Surely vexation kills the fool, and jealousy slays the simple.
| have seen fools taking root, but suddenly | cursed their dwelling.
Their children are far from safetythey are crushed in the gate, and there is no
one to deliver them.
The hungry eat their harvest, and they take it even out of the thorns; and the
thirsty pant after their wealth.
For misery does not come from the earth, nor does troulolet $pym the
ground;
but human beings are born to trouble just as sparks fly upward.
OAs for me, | would seek God, and to God | would commit my cause.
He does great things and unsearchable marvelous things without number.
He gives raion the earth and sends waters on the fields;
he sets on high those who are lowly, and those who mourn are lifted to safety.
OHow happy is the one whom God reproves; therefore do not despise the
discipline of the Almighty.
For he wounds, bite binds up; he strikes, but his hands heal.
He will deliver you from six troubles; in seven no harm shall touch you.
In famine he will redeem you from death, and in war from the power of the
sword.
You shall be hidden from the scourge of tingtie, and shall not fear destruction
when it comes.
You shall come to your grave in ripe old age, as a shock of grain comes up to the
threshing floor in its season.
See, we have searched this out; it is true. Hear, and know it for yourself.O

Ads 26:123- Agrippa said to Paul, OYou have permission to speak for yourself.C
Then Paul stretched out his hand and began to defend himself:

Ol consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, | am to make my
defense today against la# aiccusations of the Jews, because you are especially
familiar with all the customs and controversies of the Jews; therefore | beg of you t
listen to me patiently.

OAll the Jews know my way of life from my youth, a life spent from the beginning
amongmy own people and in Jerusalem. They have known for a long time, if they
are willing to testify, that | have belonged to the strictest sect of our religion and
lived as a Pharisee. And now | stand here on trial on account of my hope in the
promise madey God to our ancestors, a promise that our twelve tribes hope to



attain, as they earnestly worship day and night. It is for this hope, your Excellency,
that | am accused by Jews! Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God rai
the dead?

Ohdeed, | myself was convinced that | ought to do many things against the name
Jesus of Nazareth. And that is what | did in Jerusalem; with authority received fror
the chief priests, | not only locked up many of the saints in prison, but | also cast
myvote against them when they were being condemned to death. By punishing
them often in all the synagogues | tried to force them to blaspheme; and since | we
sq furiously enraged at them, | pursued them even to foreign cities.

OWith this in mind, | wamvellng to Damascus with the authority and commission
of the chief priests, when at midday along the road, your Excellency, | saw a light
from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and my companions.
When we had all fallen to the groundeatd a voice saying to me in the Hebrew
language, OSaul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against t
goads.O | asked, OWho are you, Lord?O The Lord answered, Ol am Jesus whom
are persecuting. But get up and stand on yourféedthave appeared to you for
this purpose, to appoint you to serve and testify to the things in which you have se:
me and to those in which | will appear to you. | will rescue you from your people
and from the Gentilédto whom | am sending you to ogbkeair eyes so that they
may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by fai
in me.O

OAfter that, King Agrippa, | was not disobedient thé¢aeenly vision, but
declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout the
countryside of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to
God and do deeds consistent with repentance. For this reason the Jdweeseize
in the temple and tried to kill me. To this day | have had help from God, and so |
stand here, testifying to both small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets
and Moses said would take place: that the Messiah must suffer, and that, by bein¢
the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and to
the Gentiles.O

Mark 13:1427- OBut when you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought
not to be (let the reader understand), then those in Judea must fiee to t
mountains; the one on the housetop must not go down or enter the house to take
anything away; the one in the field must not turn back to get a coat. Woe to those
who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray that it
may ot be in winter. For in those days there will be suffering, such as has not bee
from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, no, and never will
be. And if the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would be saved; but for
the sakefdhe elect, whom he chose, he has cut short those days. And if anyone si
to you at that time, OLook! Here is the Messiah!O or OLook! Thithmis!O

believe it. False messiahs and false prophets will appear and produce signs and
omens, to lead &y, if possible, the elect. But be alert; | have already told you
everythlng

OBLUt in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light,

and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powdsslieavens will be
shaken.

Then they will see Othe Son of Man coming in cloudsO with great power and glory
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

TUESDAY 56 ! 10, 11

1 Kings 1:382:4 - So the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of
Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites, went down and had Solomon rid
on King DavidOs mule, and led him to Gihon. There the priest Zadok took the

horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon, Then they blew the trumpet, and
all the people said, OLong live King Solomon!O And all the people went up
following him, playing on pipes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth
quaked at their noise.

Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished feasting.
When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, OWhy is the city in an uproar’
While he was still speaking, Jonathan son of the priest Abiathar arrived. Adonijah
sail, OCome in, for you are a worthy man and surely you bring good news.O
Jonathan answered Adonijah, ONo, for our lord King David has made Solomon
king; the king has sent with him the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and
Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and tihe@thites and the Pelethites; and they had him
ride on the kingOs mule; the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan have anointed
him king at Gihon; and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in
an uproar. This is the noise that you lkdeasolomon now sits on the royal throne.
Moreover the kingOs servants came to congratulate our lord King David, saying,
OMay God make the name of Sglomon more famous than yours, and make his
throne greater than your throne.O The king bowed in worstfig bed and went
on to pray thus, OBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who today has granted
one of my offsprlng to sit on my throne and permitted me to witness it. 0O

Then all the guests of Adonijah got up trembling and went their own ways.
Adonijah, fearing Solomon, got up and went to grasp the horns of the altar.
Solomon was informed, OAdonijah is afraid of King Solomon; see, he has laid holc
of the horns of the altar saying, OLet King Solomon swear to me first that he will
not kill his servanwith the sword.00O So Solomon responded, OIf he proves to be ¢
worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the ground; but if wickedness is found
in him, he shall die.& Then King Solomon sent to have him brought down from
the altar. He came to do ofzgise to King Solomon; and Solomon said to him,
0OGo home.O .

When DavidOs time to die drew near, he charged his son Solomon, saying: Ol ai
about to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, be courageous, and keep the chart
of the LORD your God, walking his ways and keeping his statutes, his
commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of
Moses, so that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn. Then thi
LORD will establish his word that he spoke coimugme: OIf your heirs take heed
to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their
soul, there shall not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.O

Job 6:14,8-15,21- Then Job answered:
OO that my vexationrergveighed, and all my calamity laid in the balances!
For then it would be heavier than the sand of the sea; therefore my words have
been rash.
For the arrows of the Almighty are in me; my spirit drinks their poison; the
terrors of God are ary@d against me.

OO that | might have my request, and that God would grant my desire;
that it would please God to crush me, that he would let loose his hand and cut m
offl
This would be my consolation; | would even exult in unrelenting gfaml, have
not denied the words of the Holy One.
What is my strength, that | should wait? And what is my end, that | should be
patient?
Is my strength the strength of stones, or is my flesh bronze?
In truth | have no help in me, and any tese is driven from me.

OThose who withhold kindness from a friend forsake the fear of the Almighty.
My companions are treacherous like a torbemt, like freshets that pass away,
Such you have now become to me; you see my calamity afnaita

Acts 26:2427:8- While he was making this defense, Festus exclaimed, OYou are
out of your mind, Paul! Too much learning is driving you insane!O But Paul said,



Ol am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but | am speaking the suber trut
Indeed the king knows about these things, and to him | speak freely; for | am
certain that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this was not done in a
corner. King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? | know that you believe.O
Agrippa sa to Paul, OAre you so quickly persuading me to become a Christian?0
Paul replied, OWhether quickly or not, | pray to God that not only you but also all
who are listening to me today might become such &exeept for these chains.O

Then the king gaup, and with him the governor and Bernice and those who had
been seated with them; and as they were leaving, they said to one another, OThis
man is doing nothing to deserve death or imprisonment.O Agrippa said, to Festus,
OThis man could have beenrset if he had not appealed to the emperor.O

When it was decided that we were to sail for Italy, they transferred Paul and some
other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort, named Julius. Embarking
on a ship of Adramyttium that was about teaéto the ports along the coast of
Asia, we put to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonic
The next day we put in at Sidon; and Julius treated Paul kindly, and allowed him to
go to his friends to be cared for. Putting ouetfsom there, we sailed under the
lee of Cyprus, because the winds were against us. After we had sailed across the
that is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra in Lycia. There the centurion
found an Alexandrian ship bound for Italy and pubmuidoard. We sailed slowly
for a number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the wind was
against us, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone. Sailing past it with
difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near thelLciseaf

Mark 13:2837- OFrom the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch become
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the veryuatell Tr

you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

OBut about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but onlythe Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time
will come. ltis like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. Therefore, keep awsfor you do not know when the master of the house
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what | say to you | say to all:
Keep awake.O

St John Chrysostom on the tigptations of the devil

The five paths of repentance

Shall | list the paths of repentance? There are certainly many of them, many and
various, and all of them lead to heaven.

The first path is the path of condemnation of sins. As IsaiaTshysur sargl you

will be acquited. the Psalmist addssaid Ol will bear witness against myself before tl
and you forgave the guiltSif gousiteo must condemn the sins you have committed.
Condemn them, and that condemnation will excusényfsant of the Lord, since
whoever condemns the sins he has committed will be slower to commit them next
time. Stir up your own conscience to be your ac@sgethat when you come

before the judgemergteat of the Lord rone will be rise up to accuse.yo

This is the first path of repentance but the second is in no way inferior to it in
excellence. It is to forget the harm done to us by our enemies, to master our anger
to forgive the sins of those who are slaves together with us. As much as we do this
much will our own sins against the Lord be forgiven. So this is the second path to
the expiation of our sins. As the Lord s¥\s, if you forgive others their failings, your
Father will forgive you yours.

Would you like to know the third pathrepentance? It is prayer: fervent prayer,

sincere and focused prayer, prayer coming from the depths of the heart.

If you want to know the fourth path, | will tell you it is the giving of alms. It has
great power.

And finally, if someone acts with magteend humility, that path is no less effective

as a way to deprive sin of its substance. Look at the publican, who had no good
deeds to speak of. In place of good deeds he offered humility, and the huge burde!
of his sins fell away.

So now | have showruythe five paths of repentance. First, condemnation of sins.
Second, forgiving the sins of those near us. Third, prayer. Fourth, almsgiving.
Fifth, humility.

So do not be idle, but every day advance along all these paths at once. They are n
hard paths tdollow. Poverty is no excuse for not setting out on the journey. Even if
you are destitute you can do all these things: put aside anger, carry humility in fron
of you, pray hard, condemn your sins. Poverty is no obBtemi@ven to that path

of penitece that demands money: that is, almsgiving. Remember the story of the
widowQOs mite.

Now we have learnt the right way to heal our wounds, let us apply these remedies.
Let us regain true health and confidently receive the blessings of Holy Communion
Thus ve may come, filled with glory, to the glory of ChristOs kingdom, and receive
its eternal joys through the grace, mercy and kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ.

WEDNESDAY 119:124 ! 12,13, 14

1 Kings 3:115- Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he
took PharaohOs daughter and brought her into the city of David, until he had
finished building his own house and the house of the LORD and the wadl aroun
Jerusalem. The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no
house had yet been built for the name of the LORD.

Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he
sacrificed and offered incense at the ppigkes. The king went to Gibeon to
sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a
thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon
in a dream by night; and God said, OAsk what | shoujagi@ And Solomon
said, OYou have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David,
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness
of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfastdo
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my God, you
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although | am only a little
child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of
the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be
numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern thi
your great people?0

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, OBecause yot
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of
your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, |
now do according to your word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no
one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. | give
you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king
shall corpare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my
commandments, as your father David walked, then | will lengthen your life.O

Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem where he stot
before the ark of the covemaf the LORD. He offered up burnt offerings and
offerings of welbeing, and provided a feast for all his servants.



Job 6:1,7:221- Then Job answered:
ODo not human beings have a hard service on earth, and are not their days lik

the days of laborer?

Like a slave who longs for the shadow, and like laborers who look for their wage:

so | am allotted months of emptiness, and nights of misery are apportioned to me

When | lie down | say, OWhen shall | rise?0 But the night endngm full of

tossing until dawn.

My flesh is clothed with worms and_dirt; my skin hardens, then breaks out again.

My days are swifter than a weaverOs shuttle, and come to their end without hope
ORemember that my life is a breath;eyawill never again see good.

The eye that beholds me will see me no more; while your eyes are upon me, | st

be gone.

As the cloud fades and vanishes, so those who go down to Sheol do not come u

they return no more to their houses, nortdeir places know them any more.
OTherefore | will not restrain my mouth; | will speak in the anguish of my spirit;

I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

Am | the Sea, or the Dragon, that you set a guard over me? 5

When | say, OMsdbwill comfort me, my couch will ease my complaint,O

then you scare me with dreams and terrify me with visions,

so that | would choose strangling and death rather than this body.

| loathe my life; | would not live forever. Let me alonemfpdays are a breath.

Whﬁt are human beings, that you make so much of them, that you set your mind

on them,

visit them every morning, test them every moment?

Will you not look away from me for a while, let me alone until | swallow my

spittle?

If I sin, what do | do to you, you watcher of humanity? Why have you made me

your target? Why have | become a burden to you?

Why do you not pardon my transgression and take away my iniquity? For now |

shall lie in the earth; you will seek mg,Itshall not be.O

Acts 27:926 - Since much time had been lost and sailing was now dangerous,
because even the Fast had already gone by, Paul advised them, saying, OSirs, | ¢
see that the voyage will be with danger and much heavy loss, nth@mcigrgb

and the ship, but also of our lives.O But the centurion paid more attention to the
pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. Since the harbor was not
suitable for spending the winter, the majority was in favor of putting froisea

there, on the chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, where they could
spend the winter. It was a harbor of Crete, facing southwest and northwest.

When a moderate south wind began to blow, they thought they could achieve the
purpose; so thy weighed anchor and began to sail past Crete, close to the shore.
But soon a violent wind, called the northeaster, rushed down from Crete. Since
the ship was caught and could not be turned bieaato the wind, we gave way to
it and were driven. Bwinning under the lee of a small island called Cauda we were
scarcely able to get the shipOs boat under control. After hoisting it up they took
measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they would run on the Syrtis,
they lowered the sea anchor aadvere driven. We were being pounded by the
storm so violently that on the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard,
and on the third day with their own hands they threw the shipOs tackle overboard.
When neither sun nor stars appeared for naayg, and no small tempest raged, all
hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.

Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then stood up among then
and said, OMen, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete ¢
thereby avoided this damage and loss. | urge you now to keep up your courage, fc
there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. For last night there
stood by me an angel of the God to whom | belong and whom | worship, and he
said, ODo nbk afraid, Paul; you must stand before the emperor; and indeed, God
has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.O So keep up your courag

men, for | have faith in God that it will be exactly as | have been told. But we will
have to run agtmd on some island.O

Mark 14:311- It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened
Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by
stealth and kill him;_ for they said, ONot during the festiviiece may be a riot
among the people.O

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, ¢
woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke
open the jar and poured the ointment on his hegt some were there who said
to one another in anger, OWhy was the ointment wasted in this way? For this
ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the
money given to the poor.O And they scolded her. But Jesus said, @loet her a
why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. For you alway
have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; b
you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my
body befoehand for its burial. Truly | tell you, wherever the good news is
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of
her.O

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order
to betray him taghem. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promisec
to give him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

From the Instructions of St Columbanus

Let him who thirsts come to me and drink

Beloved brethren, turn your eatsriy words, for there are things that it is
necessary for you to hear. | shall be speaking of the waters of GodOs fountain:
refresh your thirst at that spring but do not entirely quench it. Drink without sating
yourselves, for the living spring, the foantd source of life, is calling usanyone is
thirsty, let him come to me and drink.

Understand what it is that you are to drink. Let Jeremiah tell you, let the fountain
himself tell youthey have abandoned me, the fountain of livind. #atgousses the Lor
that the Lord himself, our God Jesus Christ, is the fountain of life; and he calls us
to himself so that we may drink from him. Who will drink? Whoever loves; whoever
is filled with the word of God; whoever adores enough, whoever desigig enou
whoever is on fire with the love of wisdom.

See the source from which that fountain flows. It comes from the same place that
the manna came from in the wildernegsr the same person is both bread and
fountain, Christ our Lord and God, for whom weosld always hunger. Even if we
eat him, the bread, with love, even if we devour him with desire, let us still hunger
for him like starving men. So when we drink him, the fountain, let us always drink
him with overflowing love, filled with longing and duwiigg in the gentle taste of

his sweetness.

For the Lord is gentleness and delight. We may eat and drink of him but still we wil
be hungry and thirst for more; for he is our food and drink that can never be
entirely consumed. He can be eaten but thetalwihys be more left. He can be
drunk but he can never be drained dry. Our bread is eternal; our fountain lasts for
ever, our fountain is sweet. So Isaiah sayse to the water all you whthare thirsty;
fountain is for the thirsty, not for the surfed. He calls the hungry and the thirsty

to himself, and they can never drink enough: the more they drink, the more they
desire to drink.

The word of God on high is the fountam ofy\isetbnen, it is right that we should
desire it, seek it arldve it. In itall the jewels of wisdom and knowlealgSaRabidden,
says; and God calls anyone who thirsts to drink from that fountain.

If you are thirsty, drink from the fountain of life; if you are hungry, eat the bread of



life. Blessed are theyho hunger for that bread and thirst for that fountain; they eat
and drink for ever and still they desire to eat and drink. For it is lovely above all
things, that which is always eaten and drunk, always hungered and thirsted for.
Thus David, king and pphet, was moved to stste and see that the Lord is good.

THURSDAY  18:120 ! 18:2450

1 Kings 3:1628 - Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and
stood before him. The one woman said, OPlease, my lord, this woman and | live il
the same house; and | gave birth while she was in the house. Then chdag thi
after | gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were together; there was no one
else with us in the house, only the two of us were in the house. Then this womanC
son died in the night, because she lay on him. She got up in the middle giithe ni
and took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her
breast, and laid her dead son at my breast. When I rose in the morning to nurse v
son, | saw that he was dead; but when | looked at him closely in the morning, clear
it was not the son | had borne.O But the other woman said, ONo, the living son is
mine, and the dead son is yours.O The first said, ONo, the dead son is yours, and
living son is mine.O So they argued before the klng

Then the king said, OThe one sayss & my son that is alive, and your son is
deadQ; while the other says, ONot so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living
one.00 So the king said, OBring me a sword,0 and they brought a sword before
king. The king said, ODivide the living bonio; then give half to the one, and
half to the other.O But the woman whaose son was alive said td\thechi
compassion for her son burned within Ké&Please, my lord, give her the living
boy; certainly do not kill him!O The other said, Olt shaelther mine nor yours;
divide it.O Then the king responded: OGive the first woman the living boy; do not
kill him. She is his mother.O All Israel heard of the judgment that the king had
rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because theyegetttatithe wisdom
of God was in him, to execute justice.

Job 6:1,7:221- Then Job answered:
ODo not human beings have a hard service on earth, and are not their days lik
the days of a laborer?
Like a slave who longs for the shadow, anthbkrers who look for their wages,
so | am allotted months of emptiness, and nights of misery are apportioned to me
When | lie down | say, OWhen shall | rise?0 But the night is long, and | am full -
tossing until dawn.
My flesh is clotheditw worms and dirt; my skin hardens, then breaks out again.
My days are swifter than a weaverOs shuttle, and come to their end without hope
ORemember that my life is a breath; my eye will never again see good.
t;I'he eye that beholds me wéke me no more; while your eyes are upon me, | shall
e gone.
As the cloud fades and vanishes, so those who go down to Sheol do not come u
they return no more to their houses, nor do their places know them any more.
OTherefore | will naestrain my mouth; | will speak in the anguish of my spirit;
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.
Am | the Sea, or the Dragon, that you set a guard over me?
When | say, OMy bed will comfort me, my couch will ease my complaint,®
then you scare me with dreams and ternfy me with visions,
so that | would choose strangling and death rather than this body.
| loathe my life; | would not live forever. Let me alone, for my days are a breath.
What are human beings, that you nsakeuch of them, that you set your mind
on them,
visit them every morning, testthem every moment?
WiIIIyou not look away from me for a while, let me alone until | swallow my
spittle?

If I sin, what do | do to you, you watcher of humanity?y hibe you made me

your target? Why have | become a burden to you?

Why do you not pardon my transgression and take away my iniquity? For now |
shall lie in the earth; you will seek me, but | shall not be.O

Acts 27:2744 - When the fourteenth ght had come, as we were drifting across
the sea of Adria, about midnight the sailors suspected that they were nearing land.
So they took soundings and found twenty fathoms; a little farther on they took
soundings again and found fifteen fathoms. Fedhiaigwe might run on the

rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come. But
when the sailors tried to escape from the ship and had lowered the boat into the se
on the pretext of putting out anchors from the bow, Pautsdi centurion and

the soldiers, OUnless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.O Then the
soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat and set it adrift.

Just before daybreak, Paul urged all of them to take some food, saying, OToday i
the fouteenth day that you have been in suspense and remaining without food,
having eaten nothing. Therefore | urge you to take some food, for it will help you
survive; for none of you will lose a hair from your heads.O After he had said this, F
took bread; ash giving thanks to God in the presence of all, he broke it and began tc
eat. Then all of them were encouraged and took food for themselves. (We were it
all two hundred sevensjx persons in the ship.) After they had satisfied their
hunger, they lightead the ship by throwing the wheat into the sea.

In the morning they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a
beach, on which they planned to run the ship ashore, if they could. So they cast of
the anchors and left them in the seahatsame time they loosened the ropes that
tied the steeringars; then hoisting the foresail to the wind, they made for the
beach. But striking a reef, they ran the ship aground; the bow stuck and remained
immovable, but the stern was being broken upebforce of the waves. The
soldiersO plan was to kill the prisoners, so that none might swim away and escape
but the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He
ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first akd foathe land, and
the rest to follow, some on planks and others on pieces of the ship. And so it was
that all were brought safely to land.

Mark 14:1226 - On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is
sacrificed, his disciples saidhim, OWhere do you want us to go and make the
preparations for you to eat the Passover?0 So he sent two of his disciples, sayinc
them, OGo into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him
and wherever he enters, sayntodawner of the house, OThe Teacher asks, Where is
my guest room where | may eat the Passover with my d|SC|pIes9O He will show ¢
large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.O So the
disciples set out and went to the @tyd found everything as he had told them; and
they prepared the Passover meal.

When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their
places and were eating, Jesus said, OTruly | tell you, one of you will betray me, on
who is edtg with me.O They began to be distressed and to say to him one after
another, OSurely, not 1?70 He said to them, Olt is one of the twelve, one who is
dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of
him, but woe to thatre by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been
better for that one not to have been born.O

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke fit,
gave it to them, and said, OTake; this is my body O Then heumaina after
giving thanks he gave it to them, ‘and all of them drank from it. He said to them,
OThis is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, |
will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day wheimk é@ new in
the kingdom of God.O

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.



From the Instructions of St Columbanus

You, God, are everything to us

My brethren, let us follow this call. We are called to the source and faitifain

by the Life who is not just the fountain of living water but also the fountain of
eternal life, the fountain of light, the fountain and source of glory. From this Life
comes everything: wisdom, life, eternal light. The Creator of life is th&afioun

from which life springs; the Creator of light is the fountain of light. So let us leave
this world of visible things. Let us leave this world of time and head for the heaven:
Like fish seeking water, like wise and rational fish let us seek thin foliigat,

the fountain of life, the fountain of living water. Let us swim in, let us drink from
the water ofhe spring welling up into eternal life.

Merciful God, righteous Lord, grant that | may reach that fountain. There let me
join the others who ttst for you, drinking living water from the living stream that
flows from the fountain of life. Overwhelmed by its sweetness let me cling close to
and say OHow sweet is the spring of living water that never runs dry, the spring th:
wells up into eteral life!.O

O Lord, you yourself are that spring, always and for ever to be desired, always anc
for ever to be drunk from. Christ our Lordjve us this watidre Samarian woman

once asked you, so that in us also it casfméng of living watey wyeifito eterndt life

is an enormous gift | am askibgveryone knows tHabut you, King of glory, have
given great gifts in the past and made great promises. Nothing, after all, is greater
than you; and yet you have given yourself to us angaivself for us.

Therefore we beg you that we should come to full knowledge of the thing that we
love; for we pray to be given nothing other than you yourself. You are everything tc
us, our life, our light, our health and strength, our food, our drink, @ad.

Jesus, our Jesus, | beg you to fill our hearts with the breath of your Spirit. Pierce
our souls with the sword of your love so that each of us can say truthfully in his
heart, OShow me the one with whom my soul is in love, for by love | am wounded.

Lord, let me bear such wounds in my soul. Blessed is the soul that is wounded by
such love and, thus wounded, seeks the fountain and drinks, thirsts even while it
drinks: it seeks by loving, and the very wound of love brings it healing. May Jesus
Christ, aur righteous God and Lord, our true and healing doctor, deign to wound
our innermost hearts with that healing wound. With the Father and the Holy Spirit
he is one, for ever and for ever. Amen.

FRIDAY 16,17 ! 22

1 Kings 5:16:1,7- Now King Hiram of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, when
he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father; for Hiram had
always been a friend to David. Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying, OYou know
that ny father David could not build a house for the name of the LORD his God
because of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until the LORD
put them under the soles of his feet. But now the LORD my God has given me res
on every side; there isitier adversary nor misfortune. So | intend to build a

house for the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD said to my father David,
OYour son, whom | will set on your throne in your place, shall build the house for
my name.O Therefore command that cedarthe Lebanon be cut for me. My
servants will join your servants, and | will give you whatever wages you set for you
servants; for you know that there is no one among us who knows how to cut timbe
like the Sidonians.O .

When Hiram heard the wordsS#lomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said, OBlessed
be the LORD today, who has given to David a wise son to be over this great peopl
Hiram sent word to Solomon, Ol have heard the message that you have sent to me
will fulfill all your needs in the mattef cedar and cypress timber. My servants
shall bring it down to the sea from the Lebanon; | will make it into rafts to go by se¢

to the place you indicate. | will have them broken up there for you to take away. Ar
you shall meet my needs by providingl for my household.O So Hiram supplied
SolomonOs every need for timber of cedar and cypress. Solomon in turn gave
Hiram twenty thousand cors of wheat as food for his household, and twenty cors o
fine oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by yearheSb@RD gave Solomon

wisdom, as he promised him. There was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and
the two of them made a treaty.

King Solomon conscripted forced labor out of all Israel; the levy numbered thirty
thousand men. He sent them to the Lebat@mthousand a month in shifts; they
would be a month in the Lebanon and two months at home; Adoniram was in
charge of the forced labor. Solomon also had seventy thousand laborers and eigh
thousand stonecutters in the hill country, besides Solomee®thtusand three
hundred supervisors who were over the work, having charge of the people who dic
the work. At the kingOs command, they quarried out great, costly stones in order 1
lay the foundation of the house with dressed stones. So Solomo d
HiramOs builders and the Giblites did the stonecutting and prepared the timber an:
the stone to build the house.

In the four hundred eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of
Egypt, in the fourth year of SolomonOs reign aeel, I the month of Ziv, which
is the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.

The house was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that neither hammer nor
ax nor any tool of iron was heard in the temple while it was being built.

Job 9:115,3235- Then Job answered:

Olndeed | know that this is so; but how can a mortal be just before God?

If one wished to contend with him, one could not answer him once in a thousand

He is wise in heart, and mighty in strenbhkivho hasesisted him, and

succeeded?®

he who removes mountains, and they do not know it, when he overturns them in

his anger;

who shakes the earth out of its place, and its pillars tremble;

who commands the sun, and it does not rise; who seals tapsthe s

who alone stretched out the heavens and trampled the waves of the Sea,;

who made the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the chambers of the south;

who does great things beyond understanding, and marvelous things without

number.

hL_ook, he psses by me, and | do not see him; he moves on, but | do not perceive
im.

He snatches away; who can stop him? Who will say to him, OWhat are you doint
OGod will not turn back his anger; the helpers of Rahab bowed beneath him.

How then cal answer him, choosing my words with him?

Though | am innocent, | cannot answer him; | must appeal for mercy to my

accuser.

For he is not a mortal, as | am, that | might answer him, that we should come to

trial together.

There is no umpire lb@een us, who might lay his hand on us both.

If he would take his rod away from me, and not let dread of him terrify me,

then | would speak without fear of him, for | know | am not what | am thought to

be.

Acts 28:116- After we had reachedfety, we then learned that the island was
called Malta. The natives showed us unusual kindness. Since it had begun to rain
and was cold, they kindled a fire and welcomed all of us around it. Paul had
gathered a bundle of brushwood and was puttimgtiiteofire, when a viper, driven

out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. When the natives saw the creature
hanging from his hand, they said to one another, OThis man must be a murderer;
though he has escaped from the sea, justice has not allowetver® He,

however, shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. They were



expecting him to swell up or drop dead, but after they had waited a long time and
saw that nothing unusual had happened to him, they changed their minds and
bega to say that he was a god.

Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading man o
the island, nhamed Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three
days. It so happened that the father of Publius lay bie imith fever and
dysentery. Paul visited him and cured him by praying and putting his hands on him
After this happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also ca
and were cured. They bestowed many honors on us, and when Wweuwt¢oe a
sail, they put on board all the provisions we needed.

Three months later we set sail on a ship that had wintered at the island, an
Alexandrian ship with the Twin Brothers as its figurehead. We put in at Syracuse
and stayed there for three datreen we weighed anchor and came to Rhegium.
After one day there a south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to
Puteoli. There we found believers and were invited to stay with them for seven
days. And so we came to Rome. The believers franwvithen they heard of us,
came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing the
Paul thanked God and took courage.

When we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with the soldier
who was guarding him.

Mark 14:27-42 - And Jesus said to them, OYou will all become deserters; for it is
written, Ol will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.O
But after | am raised up, | will go before you to Galilee.O Peter said to him, OEver
though all become dagers, | will not.0 Jesus said to him, OTruly | tell you, this
day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.O E
he’said vehemently, OEven though | must die with you, | will not deny you.O And ¢
of them said the sam N

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, OSit here
while'| pray.O He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be
distressed and agitated. And said to them, Ol am deeply grleved even to death;
remain here, ad keep awake.O And going a little farther, he threw himself on the
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said
OAbba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not
what | want, but whgou want.O He came and found them sleeping; and he said to
Peter, OSimon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awak
and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.O Andimagge went away and prayed, saying the same words.
And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy;
and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third time and said to them,
OAre you still sleeping and taking yost?rEnough! The hour has come; the Son
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my
betrayer is at hand.O

From a commentary on Joel by St. Jerome, priest

Return to me

Return to me with all yamdrs#aotv a spirit oépentancevith fasting, weeping and
mourningp that while you fast now, later you may be satisfied, while you weep now
later you may laugh, while you mourn now, you may some day enjoy consolation. |
is customary for those in sorrow or adversityatotkeir garments. The gospel

records that the high priest did this to exaggerate the charge against our Lord and
Saviour; and we read that Paul and Barnabas did so when they heard words of
blasphemy. | bid you not to tear your garments but ratmendmur heastsich are

laden with sin. Like wine skins, unless they have been cut open, they will burst of
their own accord. After you have done this, return to the Lord your God, from
whom you had been alienated by your sins. Do not despair of his meneytan

how great your sins, for great mercy will take away great sins.

For the Lord igracious and mandfptefers the conversion of a sinner rather than
his death. Patient and generous in his mercy, he does not give in to human
impatience but isilling to wait a long time for our repentance. So extraordinary is
the LordOs mercy in the face of evil, that if we do penance for our sins, he regrets
his own threat and does not carry out against us the sanctions he had threatened.
by the changing olr attitude, he himself is changed. But in this passage we should
interpret OevilO to mean, not the opposite of virtue, but affliction, as we read in
another placeSufficient for the day are |t$aWnagaIalf there is evil in the city, God di
not create it.

In like manner, given all that we have said dbitne¢ God is kind and merciful,

patient, generous with his forgiveness, and extraordinary in his mercy towrd evil
lest the magnitude of his clemency make us lax and negligent,this acotsl

through his prophetWho knows whether he will not turn and repent and leave behir
In other words, he says: Ol exhort you to repentance, because it is my duty, and |
know that God is inexhaustibly merciful, as David ldays: neg on me, God, according
to your great mercy, and in the depths of your compassionBbtatince alemy iniquities
cannot know the depth of the riches and of the wisdom and knowledge of God, |
will temper my statement, expressing a wish rdtaertaking anything for

granted, and | will sayho knows whether he will not tur@® &idae pens2yéhoit

must be understood that it is impossible or difficult to know for sure.

To these words the prophet addfferings and tribulatibad ford our B4wht he is
saying to us in other words is that, God having blessed us and forgiven us our sins
we will then be able to offer sacrifice to God.

SATURDAY 20, 21:37(8-14) '  110:5(6-7), 116, 117

1 Kings 7:518:21- Thusall the work that King Solomon did on the house of the
LORD was finished. Solomon brought in the things that his father David had
dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the vessels, and stored them in the treasuries c
the house of the LORD.

Then Solomorassembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the
leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalen
to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is
Zion. All the peop of Israel assembled to King Solomon at the festival in the
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came, anc
the priests carried the ark. So they brought up the ark of the LORD, the tent of
meeting, and all the holy velssthat were in the tent; the priests and the Levites
brought them up. King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who had
assembled before him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep an
oxen that they could not be counted or nurathe Then the priests brought the
ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, ir
the most holy place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. For the cherubim
spread out their wings over the place of the ark, sihié¢hetterubim made a
covering above the ark and its poles. The poles were so long that the ends of the
poles were seen from the holy place in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could
not be seen from outside; they are there to this day. There wiag imothe ark
except the two tablets of stone that Moses had placed there at Horeb, where the
LORD made a covenant with the Israelites, when they came out of the land of
Egypt. And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house o
the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for
the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.

Then Solomon said, OThe LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness.

| have built you an exalted houseplace for you to dwell in forever.O

Then the king turned around and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the
assembly of Israel stood. He said, OBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who
with his hand has fulfilled what he promised wismiduth to my father David,



saying, OSince the day that | brought my people Israel out of Egypt, | have not
chosen a city from any of the tribes of Israel in which to build a house, that my
name might be there; but | chose David to be over my peogdl®I|dvefather

David had it in mind to build a house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.
But the LORD said to my father David, OYou did well to consider building a house
for my name; nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your stratbe s

born to you shall build the house for my name.O Now the LORD has upheld the
promise that he made; for | have risen in the place of my father David; | sit on the
throne of Israel, as the LORD promised, and have built the house for the name of
the LORD, the God of Israel. There | have provided a place for the ark, in which is
the covenant of the LORD that he made with our ancestors when he brought them
out of the land of Egypt.O

Job 9:1,10:D,16:22 - Then Job answered:

Ol loathe my life] will give free utterance to my complaint; | will speak in the
bitterness of my soul.
| will say to God, Do not condemn me; let me know why you contend against me
Does it seem good to you to oppress, to despise the work of your handsr and fa
the schemes of the wicked?
Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you see as humans see?
Are your days like the days of mortals, or your years like human years,
that you seek out my iniquity and search for my sin,
although you know that I am notlti and there is no one to deliver out of your
hand?
Your hands fashioned and made me; and now you turn and destroy me.
Remember that you fashioned me like clay; and will you turn me to dust again?
Bold as a lion you hunt me; you repeat gaploits against me.
You renew your witnesses against me, and increase your vexation toward me;
bring fresh troops against me.

OWhy did you bring me forth from the womb? Would that | had died before any
eye had seen me,
and were asahgh | had not been, carried from the womb to the grave.
Are not the days of my life few? Let me alone, that | may find a little comfort
before | go, never to return, to the land of gloom and deep darkness,
the land of gloom and chaos, whiget is like darkness.O

Acts 28:1731- Three days later he called together the local leaders of the Jews.
When they had assembled, he said to them, OBrothers, though | had done nothing
against our people or the customs of our ancestors, yet | wiasl amréerusalem
and handed over to the Romans. When they had examined me, the Romans want
to release me, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. Bui
when the Jews objected, | was compelled to appeal to the Bewmsrdhough |
had no charge to bring against my nation. For this reason therefore | have asked t
see you and speak with you, since it is for the sake of the hope of Israel that | am
bound with this chain.O They replied, OWe have received no letters from Judea
about ya, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken anything
evil about you. But we would like to hear from you what you think, for with regard
to this sect we know that everywhere it is spoken against.O

After they had set a day to meét hiitn, they came to him at his lodgings in great
numbers. From morning until evening he -explained the matter to them, testifying
to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the law
of Moses and from the prophets. Some werdrema/by what he had said, while
others refused to believe. So they disagreed with each other; and as they were
leaving, Paul made one further statement: OThe Holy Spirit was right in saying to
your ancestors through the prophet Isaiah,

OGo to this pelepand say, You will indeed listen, but never understand, and you
will indeed look, but never perceive.

For this peopleOs heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and
they have shut their eyes; so that they might not lodkeiitayes, and listen
V\rlllth their ears, and understand with their heart andNurand | would heal
them.O
Let it be known to you then that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles
they will listen.O

He lived there two whole yearsislivn expense and welcomed all who came to
him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ
with all boldness and without hindrance.

Mark 14:4352 - Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the
twelve, arrivé; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign,
saying, OThe one | will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard
So when he came, Went up to him at once and said, ORabbi!O and kissed him.
Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those who stood near
drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then
Jesus said to them, OHave you oamegith swords and clubs to arrest me as
though | were a bandit? Day after day | was with you in the temple teaching, and
you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.O All of them deserted him
and fled.

A certain young man was follogviim, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They
caught hold of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

From a homily on Matthew by Saint John Chrysostom, bishop

Do not adorn the church and ignore your afflicted brother

Do you want to honour @istOs body? Then do not scorn him in his nakedness,

nor honour him here in the church with silken garments while neglecting him
outside where he is cold and naked. For he who said: This is my body, and made i
so by his words, also said: You saw me handrglid not feed me, and inasmuch

as you did not do it for one of these, the least of my brothers, you did not do it for
me. What we do here in the church requires a pure heart, not special garments;
what we do outside requires great dedication.

Let us larn, therefore, to be men of wisdom and to honour Christ as he desires.
For a person being honoured finds greatest pleasure in the honour he desires, not
in the honour we think best. Peter thought he was honouring Christ when he
refused to let him wash fiéet; but what Peter wanted was not truly an honour,
quite the opposite! Give him the honour prescribed in his law by giving your riches
to the poor. For God does not want golden vessels but golden hearts.

Now, in saying this | am not forbidding you tdenauch gifts; | am only

demanding that along with such gifts and before them you give alms. He accepts tl
former, but he is much more pleased with the latter. In the former, only the giver
profits; in the latter, the recipient does too. A gift to therchumay be taken as a

form of ostentation, but an alms is pure kindness. Of what use is it to weigh down
ChristOs table with golden cups, when he himself is dying of hunger? First, fill him
when he is hungry; then use the means you have left to adahbiehig\ill you

have a golden cup made but not give a cup of water? What is the use of providing
table with cloths woven of gold thread, and not providing Christ himself with the
clothes he needs? What profit is there in that? Tell me: If you weeehimse

lacking the necessary food but were to leave him in that state and merely surrounc
his table with gold would he be grateful to you or rather would he not be angry?
What if you were to see him clad in wouat rags and stiff from the cold, and were

to forget about clothing him and instead were to set up golden columns for him,
saying that you were doing it in his honour? Would he not think he was being
mocked and greatly insulted?



Apply this also to Christ when he comes along the roads as a pidiing, fior

shelter. You do not take him in as your guest, but you decorate floor and walls and
the capitals of the pillars. You provide silver chains for the lamps, but you cannot
bear even to look at him as he lies chained in prison. Once again, | am not
forbidding you to supply these adornments; | am urging you to provide these other
things as well, and indeed to provide them first. No one has ever been accused for
not providing ornaments, but for those who neglect their neighbour a hell awaits
with an inetinguishable fire and torment in the company of the demons. Do not,
therefore, adorn the church and ignore your afflicted brother, for he is the most
precious temple of all.

PROPER17 week of the Sunday closest to August 31

SUNDAY 148,149,150 ! 114,115

1 Kings 8:2240 - Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the
presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. He sa
OO LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth
beneath, keeplng covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before y
with all their heart, the covenant that you kept for your servant my father David as
you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with
yourhand. Therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant my father
David that which you promised him, saying, OThere shall never fail you a successt
before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to
walk before mas you have walked before me.O Therefore, O God of Israel, let you
word be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David.

OBut will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven
cannot contain you, much less thisise that | have built! Regard your servantOs
prayer and his plea, O LORD my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your
servant prays to you today; that your eyes may be open night and day toward this
house, the place of which you said, OMy naingestiare,O that you may heed the
prayer that your servant prays toward this place. Hear the plea of your servant an
of your people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven your
dwelling place; heed and forgive.

OIf someone sins agsiia neighbor and is given an oath to swear, and comes and
swears before your altar in this house, then hear in heaven, and act, and judge yo
servants, condemning the guilty by bringing their conduct on their own head, and
vindicating the righteous bgwarding them according to their righteousness.

OWhen your people Israel, having sinned against you, are defeated before an
enemy but turn again to you, confess your name, pray and plead with you in this
house, then hear in heaven, forgive the syoof people Israel, and bring them
again to the land that you gave to their ancestors.

OWhen heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against
and then they pray toward this place, confess your name, and turn from their sin,
because you punish them, then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your servan
your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they should walk;
and grant rain on your land, which you have given to your people as an inheritance

Olf here is famine in the land, if there is plague, blight, mildew, locust, or
caterpillar; if their enemy besieges them in any of their cities; whatever plague,
whatever sickness there is; whatever prayer, whatever plea there is from any
individual or from # your people Israel, all knowing the afflictions of their own
hearts so that they stretch out their hands toward this house; then hear in heaven
your dwelling place, forgive, act, and render to all whose hearts ydu know
according to all their ways, famly you know what is in every human head that
they may fear you all the days that they live in the land that you gave to our
ancestors.

Job 11:B,13-20 - Then Zophar the Naamathite answered:

OShould a multitude of words go unanswered, auldi sine full of talk be
vindicated?

Should your babble put others to silence, and when you mock, shall no one shan
you?

For you say, OMy conduct is pure, and | am clean in GodOs sight.0

But oh, that God would speak, and open his lips to you,

and that he would tell you the secrets of wisdom! For wisdom-isidmhy

Know then that God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves.

OCan you find out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limit of the

Almighty?
kIt is higher han heavefiwhat can you do? Deeper than Stebht can you

now?

Its measure is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.

OlIf you direct your heart rightly, you will stretch out your hands toward him.

If iniquity is in your hand, put far away, and do not let wickedness reside in
your tents.

Surely then you will lift up your face without blemish; you will be secure, and will
not fear.

You will forget your misery; you will remember it as waters that have passed awe
And yur life will be brighter than the noonday; its darkness will be like the
morning.

And you will have confidence, because there is hope; you will be protected and
take your rest in safety.

You will lie down, and no one will make you afraid; méingntreat your favor.

But the eyes of the wicked will fail; all way of escape will be lost to them, and
their hope is to breathe their last.O

1 Tim. 4:7-16- Have nothing to do with profane myths and old wivesO tales. Train
yourself in godlinessfor, while physical training is of some value, godliness is
valuable in every way, holding promise for both the present life and the life to
come. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end we toil an
struggle, because we havehope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all
people, especially of those who believe.

These are the things you must insist on and teach. Let no one despise your yout|
but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faitity.
Until | arrive, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to
teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through
prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Put thgseritu
practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Pay close
attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing
this you will save both yourself and your hearers.

John 8:4759 - Whoever is frorsod hears the words of God. The reason you do
not hear them is that you are not from God.O

The Jews answered him, OAre we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan an
have a demon?0 Jesus answered, Ol do not have a demon; but | honor my Fathe
andyou dishonor me. Yet | do not seek my own glory; there is one who seeks it ar
he is the judge. Very truly, | tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see death
The Jews said to him, ONow we know that you have a demon. Abraham died, and
did theprophets; yet you say, OWhoever keeps my word will never taste death.O
you greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets also died. Who do
you claim to be?0 Jesus answered, OIf | glorify myself, my glory is nothing. Itis v
Father who gldfies me, he of whom you say, OHe is our God,0 though you do not
know him. But | know him; if  would say that | do not know him, I would be a liar
like you. But | do know him and | keep his word, Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced
that he would see my dhg;saw it and was glad.O Then the Jews said to him, OYot
are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?0O Jesus said to them, OV



truly, | tell you, before Abraham was, | am.O So they picked up stones to throw at
him, but Jesus hid himself anetnt out of the temple.

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop

The Lord has had pity on us

Happy are we if we do the deeds of which we have heard and sung. Our hearing o
them means having them planted in us, while our doing them shows that the seed
has borne fruit. By saying this, | wish to caution you, dearly beloved, not to enter
the Church fruitlessly, satisfied with mere hearing of such mighty blessings and
failing to do good works. Fare have been saved bgayis tiradgostiend notday
works, lest anyone may boast; for it is by his grace thas wetlzevié hemodaie df
some sort came first, and that thereupon God showed his love and esteem for it
from on high, saying: OLet us come to the aid of these messishtham quickly
because they are living a good life.O No, our life was displeasing to him. He will,
therefore, condemn what we have done but he will save what he himself has done
us.

We were not good, but God had pity on us and sent his Son totda, good

men but for bad ones, not for the just but for the wicked.Gtasst died for the ungodly
Notice what is written nex@ine will hardly die for a righteous man, though perhaps fi
one will dare everPerdaps someone can denid who will dare to die for a good

man; but for the unjust man, for the wicked one, the sinner, who would be willing
to die except Christ alone who is so just that he justifies even the unjust?

And so, my brothers, we had no good works, for all our werlesevil. Yet

although menOs actions were such, God in his mercy did not abandon men. He se
his Son to redeem us, not with gold or silver but at the price of his blood poured
out for us. Christ, the spotless lamb, became the sacrificial victim{ted to

slaughter for the sheep that were blemigliieiddeed one can say that they were
blemished and not entirely corrupt. Such is the grace we have received! Let us live
S0 as to be worthy of that great grace, and not do injury to it. So mighty is the
physician who has come to us that he has healed all our sins! If we choose to be si
once again, we will not only harm ourselves, but show ingratitude to the physician
as well.

Let us then follow ChristOs paths which he has revealed to us, above afthe path
humility, which he himself became for us. He showed us that path by his precepts,
and he himself followed it by his suffering on our behalf. In order to die #r us
because as God he could notifiee Word became flesh and dwEiteaimomoy is.

One took on mortality that he might die for us, and by dying put to death our
death. This is what the Lord did, this the gift he granted to us. The mighty one was
brought low, the lowly one was slain, and after he was slain, he rose again and wa
exaltel. For he did not intend to leave us dead in hell, but to exalt in himself at the
resurrection of the dead those whom he had already exalted and made just by the
faith and praise they gave him. Yes, he gave us the path of humility. If we keep to i
we shélconfess our belief in the Lord and have good reason t&\&nghall praise

you, God, we shall praise you and call upon your name.

MONDAY 25 ! 9,15

2 Chron. 6:32-7:7- OLikewise when foreigners, who are not of your people

Israel, come from a distant land because of your great name, and your mighty han
and your outstretched arm, when they come and pray toward this house, may you
hea from heaven your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigners ask of you, il
order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do yo
people Israel, and that they may know that your name has been invoked on this
house that have built.

Olf your people go out to battle against their enemies, by whatever way you shalll
send them, and they pray to you toward this city that you have chosen and the hot
that | have built for your name, then hear from heaven their prayereanpléa,
and maintain their cause.

Olf they sin against Yiar there is no one who does notiéamd you are angry
with them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to a la
far or near; then if they come to their sensélsdériand to which they have been
taken captive, and repent, and plead with you in the land of their captivity, saying,
OWe have sinned, and have done wrong; we have acted wickedlyO; if they repen
all their heart and soul in the land of their captivio which they were taken
captive, and pray toward their land, which you gave to their ancestors, the city that
you have chosen, and the house that | have built for your name, then hear from
heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their pleagamaimeir cause and
forgive your people who have sinned against you. Now, O my God, let your eyes |
open and your ears attentive to prayer from this place.

ONow rise up, O LORD God, and go to your resting place, you and the ark of
your might. Letqur priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation, and let
your faithful rejoice in your goodness.

O LORD God, do not reject your anointed one. Remember your steadfast love
for your servant David.O

When Solomon had ended his prayer, fire came ftom heaven and consumed
the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the temple.
The priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORL
filled the LORDOS house. When all the people of israel $ag/tbme down and
the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed down on the pavement with their
faces to the ground, and worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, OFor h
is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.O

Then the king andlahe people offered sacrifice before the LORD. King
Solomon offered as a sacrifice twenty thousand oxen and one hundred twenty
thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God. The
priests stood at their posts; the Levilss, avith the instruments for music to the
LORD that King David had made for giving thanks to the LXB&is steadfast
love endures forevi@whenever David offered praises by their ministry. Opposite
them the priests sounded trumpets; and all Israel.stood

Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of the
LORD; for there he offered the burnt offerings and the fat of the offerings of well
being because the bronze altar Solomon had made could not hold the burnt
offering andthe grain offering and the fat parts.

Job 12:46,13-25- Then Job answered:
ONo doubt you are the people, and wisdom will die with you.
But | have understanding as well as you; | am not inferior to you. Who does not
know such things as these?
| am a laughingstock to my friends; I, who called upon God and he answered me
a just and blameless man, | am a laughingstock.
Those at ease have contempt for misfortune, but it is ready for those whose feet
are unstable.
The tents of robbemre at peace, and those who provoke God are secure, who
bring their god in their hands.

OWith God are wisdom and strength; he has counsel and understanding.
If he tears down, no one can rebuild; if he shuts someone in, no one can open

up.

If he withholds the waters, they dry up; if he sends them out, they overwhelm the
land.

With him are strength and wisdom; the deceived and the deceiver are his.

He leads counselors away stripped, and makes fools of judges.

He looses the sashkings, and binds a waistcloth on their loins.

He leads priests away stripped, and overthrows the mighty.



He deprives of speech those who are trusted, and takes away the discernment o
the elders.

He pours contempt on princes, and looses#it of the strong.

He uncovers the deeps out of darkness, and brings deep darkness to light.

He makes nations great, then destroys them; he enlarges nations, then leads the
away.

He strips understanding from the leaders of the earth, akebsrtteem wander in

a pathless waste.

They grope in the dark without light; he makes them stagger like a drunkard.

James 2:113- My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? Farpkrson with gold rings and in

fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, OHa
a seat here please,O while to the one who is poayy@$tand there,O or, OSit at
my feet,O have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges
with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of ithgdiom that he has
promised to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?

You do well iffou really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, OYou shall
love your neighbor as yourself.O But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are
convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails
one point hadecome accountable for all of it. For the one who said, OYou shall
not commit adultery,O also said, OYou shall not murder.O Now if you do not
commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. Sc
speak and so act as those whtode judged by the law of liberty. For judgment
will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over
judgment.

Mark 14:5365- They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the
elders, and the scribes wergeatbled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right
into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming
himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for
testimony against Jesus to put irdetath; but they found none. For many gave
false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some stood up anc
gave false testimony against him, saying, OWe heard him say, Ol will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and in tldk@yes | will build another, not made

with hands.00 But even on this point their testimony did not agree. Then the higt
priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, OHave you no answer? What is it th
they testify against you?O But he was silent arat ditswer. Again the high

priest asked him, OAre you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?0 Jesus sa
am; and Oyou will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,0 a
Ocomrng with the clouds of heaven.00O

Then the high priesbte his clothes and said, OWhy do we still need witnesses?
You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?O All of them condemned
him as deserving death. Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike
him, saying to him, OProphesy!Odleeds also took him over and beat him.

The Imitation of Christ

| taught my prophets

My son, says the Lord, listen to my words, the most delightful of all words,
surpassing all the knowledge of the philosophers and wise men of this world. My
words are spt and life and cannot be comprehended by human senses alone.

They are not to be interpreted according to the vain pleasure of the listener, but
they must be listened to in silence and received with all humility and great affectior

And | said: Blessedtise man whom you teach, Lord, and whom you instruct in
your law; for him you soften the blow of the evil day, and you do not desert him on
the earth.

The Lord says, | have instructed my prophets from the beginning. Even to the
present time | have not pfmed speaking to all men, but many are deaf and
obstinate in response.

Many hear the world more easily than they hear God; they follow the desires of the
flesh more readily than the pleasure of God. The world promises rewards that are
temporal and insigficant, and these are pursued with great longing; | promise
rewards that are eternal and unsurpassable, yet the hearts of mortals respond
sluggishly.

Who serves and obeys me in all matters with as much care as the world and its
princes are served?

Blush,then, you lazy, complaining servant, for men are better prepared for the
works of death than you are for the works of life. They take more joy in vanity than
you in truth.

Yet they are often deceived in their hope, while my promise deceives no one, and

leaves empthianded no one who confides in me. What | have promised | shall give;

what | have said | will fulfil for any man who remains faithful in my love unto the

\c/jery endd. | am the rewarder of all good men, the one who rigorously tests the
evoted.

Write my words in your heart and study them diligently, for they will be absolutely
necessary in the time of temptation. Whatever you fail to understand in reading my
words will become clear to you on the day of your visitation.

| visit my elect in a double figen, that is, with temptation and with consolation.
And | read to them two lessons each day: one to rebuke them for their faults; the
other to exhort them to increase their virtue.

He who possesses my words yet spurns them earns his own judgemeaaston the |
day.

TUESDAY 26, 28 ! 36, 39

1 Kings 8:659:9- So Solomon held the festival at that time, and all Israel with
himNa great assembly, people from LbBbmath to the Wadi of Egppefore the
LORD our God, seven days. On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they
blessed the king, and went to their tents, joyful and in good spirits because of all th
goodness that the LORD had shown to his servant David and to his people Israel.

When Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the kingOs hou:
and 4 that Solomon desired to build, the LORD appeared to Solomon a second
time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. The LORD said to him, Ol have hearc
your prayer and your plea, which you made before me; | have consecrated this
house that you have budnd put my name there forever; my eyes and my heart will
be there for all time. As for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father
walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that | have
commanded you, and keepingstatutes and my ordinances, then | will establish
your royal throne over Israel forever, as | promised your father David, saying,
OThere shall not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.O

OlIf you turn aside from following me, you or your childzad do not keep my
commandments and my statutes that | have set before you, but go and serve othel
gods and worship them, then | will cut Israel off from the land that | have given
them; and the house that | have consecrated for my name | will castystght;
and Israel will become a proverb and a taunt among all peoples. This house will
become a heap of ruins; everyone passing by it will be astonished, and will hiss; ai
they will say, OWhy has the LORD done such a thing to this land ahduseRi®



Then they will say, OBecause they have forsaken the LORD their God, who broug|
their ancestors out of the land of Egypt, and embraced other gods, worshiping ther
and serving them; therefore the LORD has brought this disaster upon them.OO

Job 121,13:317,2127- Then Job answered:
But | would speak to the Almighty, and | desire to argue my case with God.
As for you, you whitewash with lies; all of you are worthless physicians.
If you would only keep silent, that would be your misdo
Hear now my reasoning, and listen to the pleadings of my lips.
Will you speak falsely for God, and speak deceitfully for him?
Will you show partiality toward him, will you plead the case for God?
Will it be well with you when he searcbaut? Or can you deceive him, as one
person deceives another?
He will surely rebuke you if in secret you show partiality.
Will not his majesty terrify you, and the dread of him fall upon you?
Your maxims are proverbs of ashes, your defamrsdsfenses of clay.
OLet me have silence, and | will speak, and let come on me what may.
| will take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in my hand.
See, he will kill me; | have no hope; but I will defend my ways to his face.
This wll be my salvation, that the godless shall not come before him.
Listen carefully to my words, and let my declaration be in your ears.
withdraw your hand far from me, and do not let dread of you terrify me.
Then call, and | will answer; ot fee speak, and you reply to me.
How many are my iniquities and my sins? Make me know my transgression and
my sin.
Why do you hide your face, and count me as your enemy?
Will you frighten a windblown leaf and pursue dry chaff?
Forr)]/ou write iter things against me, and make me reap the iniquities of my
youth.
You put my feet in the stocks, and watch all my paths; you set a bound to the
soles of my feet.

James 2:1£26 - What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say yoaittave f

but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacl
daily food, and one of you says to them, OGo in peace; keep warm and eat your fi
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs what is the good of thath ISo fai
itself, if it has no works, is dead. i}

But someone will say, OYou have faith and | have works.O Show me your faith a
from your works, and | by my works will show you my faith. You believe that God i
one; you do well. Even the demons beName shudder. Do you want to be
shown, you senseless person, that faith apart from works is barren? Was not our
ancestor Abraham justified by works when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?
You see that faith was active along with his works, and &lifought to
completion by the works. Thus the scripture was fulfilled that says, OAbraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,O and he was called tt
friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone
Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she welcomed
the messengers and sent them out by another road? For just as the body without
spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead.

Mark 14:6672- While Peter waelow in the courtyard, one of the servginis

of the high_priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at hi
and said, OYou also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.O But he denied it,
saying, Ol do not know or understand whagaye talking about.O And he went out
into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the semi@nbn seeing him,

began again to say to the bystanders, OThis man is one of them.O But again he
denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders agidrisPeter, OCertainly you

are one of them; for you are a Galilean.O But he began to curse, and he swore an

oath, Ol do not know this man you are talking about.O At that moment the cock
crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesai iadhin,

OBefore the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.O And he broke down
and wept.

The Imitation of Christ

The Truth of the Lord endures for ever

You thunder your judgements upon me, O Lord; you shake all my bones with fear
and dread, ath my soul becomes severely frightened. | am bewildered when | realis
thateven the heavens are not pure in your sight.

If you discovered iniquity inathe dicigets spare them, what will become of me?

The stars fell from heaven, and |, mere dukgtwhould | expect? Those whose
works seemed praiseworthy fell to the depths, and | have seen those who once we
fed with the bread of angels take comfort in the husks of swine.

There is no holiness where you have withdrawn your hand, O Lord; no feofitab
wisdom if you cease to rule over it; no helpful strength if you cease to preserve it. |
you forsake us, we sink and perish; but if you visit us, we rise up and live again. W
are unstable, but you make us firm; we grow cool, but you inflame us.

All suerficial glory has been swallowed up in the depths of your judgement upon
me.

What is all flesh in your sigh®an the clay be glorified in opposition to its Maker?
How can anyone be stirred by empty talk if his heart is subject in the truth to God?

If a man is subject to truth, possession of the whole world cannot swell him with
pride; nor will he be swayed by the flattery of his admirers, if he has established all
his trust in God.

For those who do nothing but talk amount to nothing; they fail withdimeaf
words, but Othe truth of the Lord endures for everQ.

WEDNESDAY 38 ! 119:2818

1 Kings 9:2410:13- But PharachOs daughter went up from the city of David to
her own house that Solomon had built for her; then he built the Millo.

Three times a year Solomon used to offer up burnt offerings and sacrifices of well
being on the altar that he built for the LORD, offering incense before the LORD.
So he completed the house.

King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezgber, which is ne&loth on the
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. Hiram sent his servants with the fleet,
sailors who were familiar with the sea, together with the servants of Solomon. The
went to Ophir, and imported from there four hundred twenty talentsldf go
which they delivered to King Solomon.

When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, (fame due to the name
the LORD), she came to test him with hard questions. She came to Jerusalem wit
a very great retinue, with camels bearing spimseay much gold, and precious
stones; and when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind.
Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that
he could not explain to her. When the queen of Sheba had olzdkttvedvisdom
of Solomon, the house that he had built, the food of his table, the seating of his
officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his valets, and his burnt
offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there wasrespirit in her.

So she said to the king, OThe report was true that | heard in my own land of your
accomplishments and of your wisdom, but | did not believe the reports until | came
and my own eyes had seen it. Not even half had been told me;damaramid
prosperity far surpass the report that | had heard. Happy are your wives! Happy ai



these your servants, who continually attend you and hear your wisdom! Blessed b
the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of Israel!
Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king to execute justice &
righteousness.O Then she gave the king one hundred twenty talents of gold, a gre
quantity of spices, and precious stones; never again did spices come in such quan
asthat which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

Moreover, the fleet of Hiram, which carried gold from Ophir, brought from
Ophir a great quantity of almug wood and precious stones. From the almug wood
the king made supports for the house of the LQRID for the kingOs house, lyres
also and harps for the singers; no such almug wood has come or been seen to this
day.

Meanwhile King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba every desire that she
expressed, as well as what he gave her out of SolomobQasntyydlhen she
returned to her own land, with her servants.

Job 12:1,14:22 - Then Job answered:
OA mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble,
comes up like a flower and withers, flees like a shadow and does not last.
Do youfix your eyes on such a one? Do you bring me into judgment with you?
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one can.
Since their days are determined, and the number of their months is known to
you, and you have appointed the bounalsthey cannot pass,
look away from them, and desist, that they may enjoy, like laborers, their days.
OFor there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, and that
its shoots will not cease.
Though its root growdain the earth, and its stump dies in the ground,
yet at the scent of water it will bud and put forth branches like a young plant.
But mortals die, and are laid low; humans expire, and where are they?
As waters fail from a lake, and a rivasstes away and dries up,
so mortals lie down and do not rise again; until the heavens are no more, they wi
not awake or be roused out of their sleep.
Oh that you would hide me in Sheol, that you would conceal me until your wrath
is past, thayou would appoint me a set time, and remember me!
If mortals die, will they live again? All the days of my service | would wait until
my release should come.
You would call, and | would answer you; you would long for the work of your
hands.
For then you would not number my steps, you would not keep watch over my sin
my transgression would be sealed up in a bag, and you would cover over my
iniquity.
OBut the mountain falls and crumbles away, and the rock is removed from its
plae;
the waters wear away the stones; the torrents wash away the soil of the earth; «
you destroy the hope of mortals.
You prevail forever against them, and they pass away; you change their
countenance, and send them away.
Their children come tbionor, and they do not know it; they are brought low, and
it goes unnoticed.
They feel only the pain of their own bodies, and mourn only for themselves.O

James 3:112- Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters,
for you knowthat we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able
keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horse:
to make them @y us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they
are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasbf great exploitsHow great a forest is set ablaze by a small

firel And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a worlc
of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set
on fire by hell For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can
be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the
tonguéNa restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father,
and with it we cursédse who are made in the likeness of God. From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so.
Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water?
Can a fig tree, my brothers andesist yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more

can salt water yield fresh.

Mark 15:111- As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation
with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him awa
and handed hinover to Pilate. Pilate asked him, OAre you the King of the Jews?0
He answered him, OYou say s0.0 Then the chief priests accused him of many
things. Pilate asked him again, OHave you no answer? See how many charges th
bring against you.O But Jesudem® further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they
asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had commit
murder during the insurrection. So theogvd came and began to ask Pilate to do
for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, ODo you want me to
release for you the King of the Jews?O For he realized that it was out of jealousy
the chief priests had handed him over. But thef ghiests stirred up the crowd to
have him release Barabbas for them instead.

From a commentary on John by Origen

Christ spoke of his body as a temple
Destroy this temple and in three days | will raise it up.

It seems to me that Jesus meant the Jels @pisode to stand for sensual men

and those desirous of carnal and sensual things. These Jews were angry at his
expulsion of the people who were turning his FatherOs house into a market. So the
asked for a sign to justify these actions, a sign thdtshow that the Word of

God, whom they refused to accept, was acting rightly. The SaviourOs reply combir
a statement about the temple with a prophecy about his own body, for in answer tc
their questionWhat sign can you give to justify flesagsiddatt®y this temple and in
three days | will raise it up.

Indeed, | think that both the temple and the body of Jesus can be seen together as
type of the Church. For the Church is being built out of living stones; it is in
process of becomingpiitual dwelling for a holy priesthood, raised on the foundation
and prophets, with Christ as its chiefecmaérbears.the name Otemple.O On the
other hand, it is writtenYou are the body of Christ, and individuallihoseeveers of it.
the harmonious alignment of the stones should seem to be destroyed and
fragmented and, as described in the twérgypsalm, all the bones which go to

make up ChristOs body should seem to be scattered by insidious attacks in
persecutions orties of trouble, or by those who in days of persecution undermine
the unity of the temple, nevertheless the temple will be rebuilt and the body will rise
again on the third day, after the day of evil which threatens it and the day of
consummation which falvs. For the third day will dawn upon a new heaven and a
new earth when these bones that form the whole house of Israel are raised up on
that great day of the Lord, when death has been defeated. So the resurrection of
Christ, accomplished after his suffeyion the cross, embraces the mystery of the
resurrection of his whole body.

For just as that physical body of Christ was crucified and buried, and afterward
raised up, so in the same way the whole body of ChristOs holy ones has been
crucified and lives nlmnger with its own life. For each of them, like Paul, makes



his boast of nothing else but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which he has
himself been crucified to the world, and the world to him. But each Christian has
not only been crucified withiEist and crucified to the world; he has been buried
with Christ too, as Paul tells e have been buried wBhtGisristough already in
possession of some pledge of the resurrection, Paul goes oAl seghave risen
with him.

THURSDAY  37:118 ! 37:1942

1 Kings 11:113- King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,
from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the Israelites, OYou shall
not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you; for they will surely
incline your heart to follow their godsO Solomon clung to these in love. Among hi:
wives were seven hundred princesses and three hundred concubines; and his wivt
turned awg his heart. For when Solomon was old, his wives turned away his heart
after other gods; and his heart was not true to the LORD his God, as was the heart
of his father David. For Solomon followed Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians,
and Milcom the abomation of the Ammonites. So Solomon did what was evil in
the sight of the LORD, and did not completely follow the LORD, as his father
David had done. Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination
of Moab, and for Molech the abominationtof Ammonites, on the mountain east

of Jerusalem. He did the same for all his foreign wives, who offered incense and
sacrificed to their gods.

Then the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away frol
the LORD, the God of Israel, whad appeared to him twice, and had commanded
him concerning this matter, that he should not follow other gods; but he did not
observe what the LORD commanded. Therefore the LORD said to Solomon,
OSince this has been your mind and you have not kepengntewnd my statutes
that | have commanded you, | will surely tear the kingdom from you and give it to
your servant. Yet for the sake of your father David | will not do it in your lifetime; |
will tear it out of the hand of your son. | will not, howetear away the entire
kingdom; | will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of my servant David and for
the sake of Jerusalem, which | have chosen.O

Job 16:1622,17:1,1316 - My face is red with weeping, and deep darkness is on
my eyelids,

thoughthere is no violence in my hands, and my prayer is pure.

OO earth, do not cover my blood; let my outcry find no resting place.

Even now, in fact, my witness is in heaven, and he that vouches for me is on higl
My friends scorn me; myegyours out tears to God,

that he would maintain the right of a mortal with God, as one does for a
neighbor.

For when a few years have come, | shall go the way from which I shall not return
My spirit is broken, my days are extinct, the gsaeady for me.

If I look for Sheol as my house, if | spread my couch in darkness,

if | say to the Pit, OYou are my father,0 and to the worm, OMy mother O or OMy
sister,O

where then is my hope? Who will see my hope?

Will it go down to the bswof Sheol? Shall we descend together into the dust?0

James 3:131:12- Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your gooc
life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitte
envy and selfish ambition in ydwearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.
Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.
For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom &bove is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or

hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make
peace.

Those conflicts and disputes amgag, where do they come from? Do they not
come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do
not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it;
S0 you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do vet brecause you do not ask.

You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you
on your pleasures. Adulterers! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friehd wforld becomes an
enemy of God. Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture says,
OGod yearns jealously for the spirit that he has made to dwell in usO? But he give
all the more grace; therefore it says, OGod opposes the progikedgtace to

the humble.O

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you doubtg@nded. Lament and mourn aneeep. Let

your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy into dejection. Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers and sisters. Whoever speaks evil
against another or judges anotlsgreaks evil against the law and judges the law; but
if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one lawgiv
and judge who is able to save and to destroy. So who, then, are you to judge your
neighbor?

Mark 15:1221- Pilatespoke to them again, OThen what do you wish me to do with
the man you call the King of the Jews?O They shouted back, OCrucify him!Q_ Pilz
asked them, OWhy, what evil has he done?0 But they shouted all the more, OCru
him!O So Pllate wishing to sfgtithe crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governorOs
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohorthandlcbthed him in
a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him.
And they began saluting him, OHail, King of the Jews!O They struck his head with
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mockimdHhay
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led
him out to crucify him.

They compelled a pas$st, who was coming in from the country, to carry his
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.

A sermon by Pope St Leo the Great

I shall put my laws within them

Dearly beloved, when our Lord Jesus Christ was preaching the Gospel of the
kingdom and healing various illnesses throughout the whole of Galilee, the fame of
his mighty works spread intbaf Syria, and great crowds from all parts of Judea
flocked to the heavenly physician. Because human ignorance is slow to believe wr
it does not see, and equally slow to hope for what it does not know, those who wer
to be instructed in the divine tédreg had first to be aroused by bodily benefits and
visible miracles so that, once they had experienced his gracious power, they woulc
no longer doubt the wholesome effect of his doctrine. In order, therefore, to
transform outward healings into inward refies, and to cure menOs souls now that
he had healed their bodies, our Lord separated himself from the surrounding
crowds, climbed to the solitude of a neighboring mountain, and called the apostles
to himself. From the height of this mystical site he ith&ructed them in the most

lofty doctrines, suggesting both by the very nature of the place and by what he was
doing that it was he who long ago had honoured Moses by speaking to him. At tha
time, his words showed a terrifying justice, but now theyt eesaered

compassion, in order to fulfill what was promised in the words of the prophet



JeremiahBehold the days are coming, says the Lord, when | shall establish a new
of Israel and with the house of Judah. Aftdrehase destsalbpys my laws within them ¢
write them on their hearts.

And so it was that he who had spoken to Moses spoke also to the apostles. Writing
the hearts of his disciples, the swift hand of the Word composed the ordinances of
the new covemt. And this was not done as formerly, in the midst of dense clouds,
amid terrifying sounds and lightning, so that the people were frightened away from
approaching the mountain. Instead, there was a tranquil discourse which clearly
reached the ears of aiho stood nearby so that the harshness of the law might be
softened by the gentleness of grace, and the spirit of adoption might dispel the
terror of slavery.

Concerning the content of ChristOs teaching, his own sacred words bear witness;
thus whoever t@s to attain eternal blessedness can now recognize the steps that
lead to that high happine®essdtk saysre the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdor
heaveli.might have been unclear to which poor he was referring, if after the words
Blssed are thelp@brad not added anything about the kind of poor he had in mind.
For then the poverty that many suffer because of grave and harsh necessity might
seem sufficient to merit the kingdom of heaven.

But when he sayBlessed are the poigrhie shows that the kingdom of heaven is to
be given to those who are distinguished by their humility of soul rather than by thei
lack of worldly goods.

FRIDAY 31 ! 35

1 Kings 11:2643 - Jeroboam son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zereslabrvant
of Solomon, whose motherOs name was Zeruah, a widow, rebelled against the kin
The following was the reason he rebelled against the king. Solomon built the Millo,
and closed up the gap in the wall of the city of his father David. The obaader
was very able, and when Solomon saw that the young man was industrious he ga\
him charge over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph. About that time, wher
Jeroboam was leaving Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him on th
road. Ahijah had clothed himself with a new garment. The two of them were alone
in the open country when Ahijah laid hold of the new garment he was wearing and
tore it into twelve pieces. He then said to Jeroboam: Take for yourself ten pieces;
for thus says ¢hLORD, the God of Israel, OSee, | am about to tear the kingdom
from the hand of Solomon, and will give you ten tribes. One tribe will remain his,
for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city that | have
chosen out of all theibes of Israel. This is because he has forsaken me, worshiped
Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the
god of the Ammonites, and has not walked in my ways, doing what is right in my
sight and keeping my statutes agdrdinances, as his father David did.
Nevertheless | will not take the whole kingdom away from him but will make him
ruler all the days of his life, for the sake of my servant David whom | chose and wh
did keep my commandments and my statutes; Hutdkeithe kingdom away from
his son and give it to yethat is, the ten tribes. Yet to his son | will give one tribe,
so that my servant David may always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the cit
where | have chosen to put my name. | will takegdwy,ou shall reign over all
that your soul desires; you shall be king over Israel. If you will listen to all that |
command you, walk in my ways, and do what is right in my sight by keeping my
statutes and my commandments, as David my servant dibglwith you, and
will build you an enduring house, as | built for David, and | will give Isragel to you.
For this reason | will punish the descendants of David, but not forever.O Solomon
sought therefore to kill Jeroboam; but Jeroboam promptly fleg/pt, g King
Shishak of Egypt, and remained in Egypt until the death of Solomon.

Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did as well as his wisdom, are the
not written in the Book of the Acts of Solomon? The time that Solomon reigned in

Jeruslem over all Israel was forty years. Solomon slept with his ancestors and wa
buried in the city of his father David; and his son Rehoboam succeeded him.

Job 19:47,1427- Then Job answered:

OHow long will you torment me, and break me in piébesods?

These ten times you have cast reproach upon me; are you not ashamed to wron
me?

And even if it is true that | have erred, my error remains with me.

If indeed you magnify yourselves against me, and make my humiliation an
argument agast me,

know then that God has put me in the wrong, and closed his net around me.
Even when | cry out, OViolence!O | am not answered; | call aloud, but there is nc
justice.

My relatives and my close friends have failed me;

the guests in my e have forgotten me; my serving girls count me as a stranger
| have become an alien in their eyes.

| call to my servant, but he gives me no answer; | must myself plead with him.
My breath is repulsive to my wife; | am loathsome to my own fami

Even young children despise me; when I rise, they talk against me.

All my intimate friends abhor me, and those whom | loved have turned against
me.

Myt?ones cling to my skin and to my flesh, and | have escaped by the skin of my
teeth.

Ha\we pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has
touched me!

Why do you, like God, pursue me, never satisfied with my flesh?

OO that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book!

O that with anrbn pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever!

For | know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the
earth;

and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh | shall see God,
whom | shall see onymside, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My
heart faints within me!

James 4:1%:6- Come now, you who say, OToday or tomorrow we will go to such
and such a town and spend a year there, doing business and making money.O Ye
you do not eveknow what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you area
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, Ol
the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.O As itis, you boast in your
arrogance; all such asting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do
and fails to do it, commits sin.

Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to
you. Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are-eatn. Your gold and
dlver have rusted, and their rust will be evidence against you, and it will eat your
flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure for the last days. Listen! The wages of the
laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the
cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived
the earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of
slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the righteous one, who does not
resist you.

Mark 15:22 32 - Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which
means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he
did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them,
casting lots to decide wieach should take.

It was nine oOclock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of
the charge against him read, OThe King of the Jews.O And with him they crucifiec
two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who paskatiby



him, shaking their heads and saying, OAha! You who would destroy the temple an
build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!O In the same
way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among
themseles and saying, OHe saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messia
the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe
Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.

St Leo the Great on the Beatitudes
Blessed #re poor in spirit

There is no doubt that the poor find it easier than the rich to receive the blessing of
humility; for gentleness goes with poverty just as pride more commonly goes with
riches. Nevertheless, very many rich people find that their \@eakmot swell

them up with pride: rather, they do good and benevolent things with it. For these
people the greatest treasure is what they spend in relieving the distress and hardsl
of others.

In the virtue of humility men of every kind and every stgnmdieet together,
because though they differ in their means they share a common purpose. Their
inequality of wealth makes no difference if they are equal in spiritual blessings.

What kind of poverty, then, is blessed? The kind that is not in love wlifly eart
things and does not seek worldly riches: the kind that longs to be filled with the
blessings of heaven.

After our Lord himself, the Apostles have given us the best example of this greatne
of heart in poverty. When their Master called, they instafttlyehind all that they
possessed, and from catching fish they turned swiftly to fishing for men. Their
example inspired many to emulate their faith and so become like them: it was at th
time that these first sons of the Church were of one heartenedihs one spirit
among believers. With all their possessions stripped away they received the riches
eternal blessings, and through the ApostlesO preaching they rejoiced at having
nothing that the world could give and possessing all things with Christ.

So it was that when the blessed apostle Peter was going up into the Temple and tt
cripple begged him for alms, he repli¢dhve neither silver nor gold, but | will give you
have: in the name of Jesus Christ the \Whahamméd walkighthan this lowliness?
What could be richer than this poverty? He cannot give the support of money but h
can give the gift of a restored nature. From the womb his mother brought him forth
a cripple; by a word Peter raises him up to health. He did ndhgieage of

Caesar stamped on a coin but he restored the image of Christ in the man himself.

The man who was given the power to walk was not the only one to receive help frc
this rich treasure. From the same act of miraculous healing Five thousand men
received the gift of faith in the ApostleOs teaching. The poor man who could give
nothing of what he was asked for restored one lame man to his feet but also heale
the ?}earts of thousands: he found them lame and brought them to be lithe and agil
in Christ.

SATURDAY 30, 32 ! 42,43

1 Kings 12:120 - Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to
Shechem to make him king. When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was
still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), thenbtenm returned

from Egypt. And they sent and called him; and Jeroboam and all the assembly of
Israel came and said to Rehoboam, OYour father made our yoke heavy. Now
therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke that he placed
on us and we will serve you.O He said to them, OGo away for three days, then co
again to me.O So the people went away.

Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older men who had attended his
father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, OHow dovigeura€ to answer
this people?O They answered him, OIf you will be a servant to this people today a
serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will
your servants forever.O But he disregarded the advice that the migi@vertém,
and consulted with the young men who had grown up with him and now attended
him. He said to them, OWhat do you advise that we answer this people who have
said to me, OLighten the yoke that your father put on usO?0 The young men who
grownup with him said to him, OThus you should say to this people who spoke to
you, OYour father made our yoke heavy, but you must lighten it for usO; thus you
should say to them, OMy little finger is thicker than my fatherOs loins. Now, where
my father laidbn you a heavy yoke, | will add to your yoke. My father disciplined
you with whips, but | will discipline you with scorpions.O0O

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king hau
said, OCome to me again the third day.Ckiigp@nswered the people harshly. He
dlsregarded the advice that the older men had given him and spoke to them
according to the advice of the young men, OMy father made your yoke heavy, but
will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whipd vailltdiscipline you
with scorpions.O So the king did not listen to the people, because it was a turn of
affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfill his word, which the LORD
had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.

Whenall Israel saw that the king would not listen to them, the people answered the
king, OWhat share do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of
Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, O David.O So Israc
went away tibeir tents. But Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites who were living
in the towns of Judah. When King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was taskmaster
over the forced labor, all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam then
hurriedly mounted his chariot to 8o Jerusalem. So Israel has been in rebellion
against the house of David to this day.

When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to the
assembly and made him king over all Israel. There was no one who followed the
hous of David, except the tribe of Judah alone.

Job 22:14,21-23:7D Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:

OCan a mortal be of use to God? Can even the wisest be of service to him?

Is it any pleasure to the Almighty if you are righteous, or is tod@m if you

make your ways blameless?

Is it for your piety that he reproves you, and enters into judgment with you?
OAgree with God, and be at peace; in this way good will come to you.

Receive instruction from his mouth, and lay up biglsvin your heart.

If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored, if you remove unrighteousness

from your tents,

if you treat gold like dust, and gold of Ophir like the stones of the tdreeint

and if the Almighty is your gold and yprecious silver,

then you will delight yourself in the Almighty, and lift up your face to God.

You will pray to him, and he will hear you, and you will pay your vows.

You will decide on a matter, and it will be established for you, andillightne

on your ways.

When others are humiliated, you say it is pride; for he saves the humble.

He will deliver even those who are guilty; they will escape because of the cleann

of your hands.O

Then Job answered:

OToday also my complainbitter; his hand is heavy despite my groaning.

Oh, that | knew where | might find him, that | might come even to his dwelling!

I would lay my case before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.

| would learn what he would answer me, adeéngtand what he would say to me.

Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? No; but he would give

heed to me.



There an upright person could reason with him, and | should be acquitted forevel
by my judge.

James 5:712,1920 - Be mtient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the

Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it
until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen
your hearts, for the coming of therd is near. Beloved, do not grumble against

one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doo
As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in
the name of the Lord. Indeed we callg#dshose who showed endurance. You
have heard of the endurance of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord,
how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

Above all, my beloved, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any othei
oath, but Ieyour OYesO be yes and your ONoO be no, so that you may not fall unc
condemnation.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is
brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner fron
wandering Vil save the sinnerOs soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Mark 15:3339- When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three
in the afternoon. At three oOclock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, OEloi, Eloi,
lema sabachthi®@® which means, OMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?(
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, OListen, he is calling for Elijah.O
And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to
him to drink, saying, OWdet us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.O
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple w
torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him,
saw that in this way he bredthés last, he said, OTruly this man was GodOs Son!O

St Leo the Great on the Beatitudes

The blessedness of Christ's kingdom

After pronouncing his blessing on poverty, the Lord a&dessed are those who mourt
for they shall be comforted.

Dearly belovedhis mourning that is promised eternal comfort has nothing in
common with the afflictions of this world. Mme is made blessed by the kind of
lamentation that the whole human race indulges in. The sighs and blessed tears of
the saints have another cattgly sorrow comes from contemplating oneOs own
sins and the sins of others. It does not weep at the actions of divine justice but at tl
sins committed by human wickedness. It is the one who does evil here who is to b
pitied, not the one who suffers far what the evil man has done thrusts him down

to punishment, while what the just man has put up with leads him up into glory.

Then the Lord addeBlessed are the meek, for they shall have the earffoftingheir inh
meek and gentle, to thewly and unassuming, to all who are prepared to endure
injury Bto these the earth is promised. This is not a small or unimportant
inheritance, as if Othe earthO were somehow distinct from a eplatieno

heaven: in fact, you must understand it as mmgdhat only the meek will enter the
kingdom of heaven. This earth that is promised to the meek, that is to be given to
the gentle to possess, is the body of the saints, whose humility will raise them up a
clothe them in the glory of immortality, unitatilast with the Spirit of unity. Then

the outer self will belong to the inner self at last, a peaceful and secure possession

The meek will possess this inheritance in everlasting peace and their right to it will
never grow les@ur present peristabdermust put on imperishability and this mortal ne
put on immortalityhat a danger to the soul becomes a reward and what was onerot
becomes an honour.



