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PROPER 15       Week of the Sunday closest to August 17 
 

SUNDAY 118        !        145 
 

Judges 16:15-31 -   Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when 
your heart is not with me? You have mocked me three times now and have not 
told me what makes your strength so great.”  Finally, after she had nagged him 
with her words day after day, and pestered him, he was tired to death.  So he told 
her his whole secret, and said to her, “A razor has never come upon my head; for 
I have been a nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, 
then my strength would leave me; I would become weak, and be like anyone else.”  
  When Delilah realized that he had told her his whole secret, she sent and called 
the lords of the Philistines, saying, “This time come up, for he has told his whole 
secret to me.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up to her, and brought the 
money in their hands.  She let him fall asleep on her lap; and she called a man, 
and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. He began to weaken, and his 
strength left him.  Then she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” When 
he awoke from his sleep, he thought, “I will go out as at other times, and shake 
myself free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him.  So the Philistines 
seized him and gouged out his eyes. They brought him down to Gaza and bound 
him with bronze shackles; and he ground at the mill in the prison.  But the hair of 
his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.  

  Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to their god 
Dagon, and to rejoice; for they said, “Our god has given Samson our enemy into 
our hand.”  When the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said, “Our 
god has given our enemy into our hand, the ravager of our country, who has killed 
many of us.”  And when their hearts were merry, they said, “Call Samson, and let 
him entertain us.” So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for 
them. They made him stand between the pillars;  and Samson said to the 
attendant who held him by the hand, “Let me feel the pillars on which the house 
rests, so that I may lean against them.”  Now the house was full of men and 
women; all the lords of the Philistines were there, and on the roof there were 
about three thousand men and women, who looked on while Samson performed.  

  Then Samson called to the LORD and said, “Lord GOD, remember me and 
strengthen me only this once, O God, so that with this one act of revenge I may 
pay back the Philistines for my two eyes.”  And Samson grasped the two middle 
pillars on which the house rested, and he leaned his weight against them, his right 
hand on the one and his left hand on the other.  Then Samson said, “Let me die 
with the Philistines.” He strained with all his might; and the house fell on the 
lords and all the people who were in it. So those he killed at his death were more 
than those he had killed during his life.  Then his brothers and all his family came 
down and took him and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and 
Eshtaol in the tomb of his father Manoah. He had judged Israel twenty years. 
 

2 Samuel 17:1-23 - “Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Let me choose 
twelve thousand men, and I will set out and pursue David tonight. I will come 
upon him while he is weary and discouraged, and throw him into a panic; and all 
the people who are with him will flee. I will strike down only the king, and I will 
bring all the people back to you as a bride comes home to her husband. You seek 
the life of only one man, and all the people will be at peace.” The advice pleased 
Absalom and all the elders of Israel.  

Then Absalom said, “Call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear too what he has 
to say.” When Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom said to him, “This is what 
Ahithophel has said; shall we do as he advises? If not, you tell us.” Then Hushai 
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said to Absalom, “This time the counsel that Ahithophel has given is not good.” 
Hushai continued, “You know that your father and his men are warriors, and that 
they are enraged, like a bear robbed of her cubs in the field. Besides, your father 
is expert in war; he will not spend the night with the troops. Even now he has 
hidden himself in one of the pits, or in some other place. And when some of our 
troops fall at the first attack, whoever hears it will say, ‘There has been a slaughter 
among the troops who follow Absalom.’ Then even the valiant warrior, whose 
heart is like the heart of a lion, will utterly melt with fear; for all Israel knows that 
your father is a warrior, and that those who are with him are valiant warriors. But 
my counsel is that all Israel be gathered to you, from Dan to Beer-sheba, like the 
sand by the sea for multitude, and that you go to battle in person. So we shall 
come upon him in whatever place he may be found, and we shall light on him as 
the dew falls on the ground; and he will not survive, nor will any of those with 
him. If he withdraws into a city, then all Israel will bring ropes to that city, and we 
shall drag it into the valley, until not even a pebble is to be found there.” Absalom 
and all the men of Israel said, “The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than 
the counsel of Ahithophel.” For the LORD had ordained to defeat the good 
counsel of Ahithophel, so that the LORD might bring ruin on Absalom.  

Then Hushai said to the priests Zadok and Abiathar, “Thus and so did Ahithophel 
counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel; and thus and so I have counseled. 
Therefore send quickly and tell David, ‘Do not lodge tonight at the fords of the 
wilderness, but by all means cross over; otherwise the king and all the people who 
are with him will be swallowed up.’” Jonathan and Ahimaaz were waiting at En-
rogel; a servant girl used to go and tell them, and they would go and tell King 
David; for they could not risk being seen entering the city. But a boy saw them, 
and told Absalom; so both of them went away quickly, and came to the house of a 
man at Bahurim, who had a well in his courtyard; and they went down into it. The 
man’s wife took a covering, stretched it over the well’s mouth, and spread out 
grain on it; and nothing was known of it. When Absalom’s servants came to the 
woman at the house, they said, “Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?” The woman 
said to them, “They have crossed over the brook of water.” And when they had 
searched and could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem.  

After they had gone, the men came up out of the well, and went and told King 
David. They said to David, “Go and cross the water quickly; for thus and so has 
Ahithophel counseled against you.” So David and all the people who were with 
him set out and crossed the Jordan; by daybreak not one was left who had not 
crossed the Jordan.  

When Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his donkey 
and went off home to his own city. He set his house in order, and hanged himself; 
he died and was buried in the tomb of his father.” 
 

2 Cor. 13:1-11 -   This is the third time I am coming to you. “Any charge must be 
sustained by the evidence of two or three witnesses.”  I warned those who sinned 
previously and all the others, and I warn them now while absent, as I did when 
present on my second visit, that if I come again, I will not be lenient—  since you 
desire proof that Christ is speaking in me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but 
is powerful in you.  For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of 
God. For we are weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with him by the 
power of God.  

  Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do 
you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless, indeed, you fail to meet the 
test!  I hope you will find out that we have not failed.  But we pray to God that you 
may not do anything wrong—not that we may appear to have met the test, but that 
you may do what is right, though we may seem to have failed.  For we cannot do 
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anything against the truth, but only for the truth.  For we rejoice when we are 
weak and you are strong. This is what we pray for, that you may become perfect.  
So I write these things while I am away from you, so that when I come, I may not 
have to be severe in using the authority that the Lord has given me for building up 
and not for tearing down.  

  Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, 
agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. 
 

Mark 5:25-34 - Now there was a woman who had been suffering from 
hemorrhages for twelve years.  She had endured much under many physicians, 
and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse.  She 
had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his 
cloak, for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.”  Immediately 
her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her 
disease.  Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned 
about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?”  And his disciples said to 
him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched 
me?’”  He looked all around to see who had done it.  But the woman, knowing 
what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and 
told him the whole truth.  He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you 
well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”  

From a homily on Matthew by St. John Chrysostom, bishop 

Salt of the earth and light of the world 

You are the salt of the earth. It is not for your own sake, he says, but for the world’s sake 
that the word is entrusted to you. I am not sending you only into two cities only or 
ten to twenty, not to a single nation, as I sent the prophets of old, but across land 
and sea, to the whole world. And that world is in a miserable state. For when he 
says: You are the salt of the earth, he is indicating that all mankind had lost its savour 
and had been corrupted by sin. Therefore, he requires of these men those virtues 
which are especially useful and even necessary if they are to bear the burdens of 
many. For the man who is kindly, modest, merciful and just will not keep his 
good works to himself but will see to it that these admirable fountains send out 
their streams for the good of others. Again, the man who is clean of heart, a 
peacemaker and ardent for truth will order his life so as to contribute to the 
common good. 

Do not think, he says, that you are destined for easy struggles or unimportant 
tasks. You are the salt of the earth. What do these words imply? Did the disciples restore 
what had already turned rotten? Not at all. Salt cannot help what is already 
corrupted. That is not what they did. But what had first been renewed and freed 
from corruption and then turned over to them, they salted and preserved in the 
newness the Lord had bestowed. It took the power of Christ to free men from the 
corruption caused by sin; it was the task of the apostles through strenuous labour 
to keep that corruption from returning. 

Have you noticed how, bit by bit, Christ shows them to be superior to the 
prophets? He says they are to be teachers not simply for Palestine but for the 
whole world. Do not be surprised, then, he says, that I address you apart from the 
others and involve you in such a dangerous enterprise. Consider the numerous 
and extensive cities, peoples and nations I will be sending you to govern. For this 
reason I would have you make others prudent, as well as being prudent yourselves. 
For unless you can do that, you will not be able to sustain even yourselves. 
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If others lose their savour, then your ministry will help them regain it. But if you 
yourselves suffer that loss, you will drag others down with you. Therefore, the 
greater the undertakings put into your hands, the more zealous you must be. For 
this reason he says: But if the salt becomes tasteless, how can its flavour be restored? It is good for 
nothing now, but to be thrown out and trampled by menÕs feet.  

When they hear the words: When they curse you and persecute you and accuse you of every evil, 
They may be afraid to come forward. Therefore he says: “Unless you are prepared 
for that sort of thing, it is in vain that I have chosen you. Curses shall necessarily 
be your lot but they shall not harm you and will simply be a testimony to your 
constancy. If through fear, however, you fail to show the forcefulness your 
mission demands, your lot will be much worse, for all will speak evil of you and 
despise you. That is what being trampled by men’s feet means.” 

Then he passes on to a more exalted comparison: You are the light of the world. Once 
again, “of the world”: not of one nation or twenty cities, but of the whole world. 
The light he means is an intelligible light, far superior to the rays of the sun we 
see, just as the salt is a spiritual salt. First salt, then light, so that you may learn 
how profitable sharp words may be and how useful serious doctrine. Such 
teaching holds in check and prevents dissipation; it leads to virtue and sharpens 
the mind’s eye. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor do men light a lamp and put it under a 
basket. Here again he is urging them to a careful manner of life and teaching them 
to be watchful, for they live under the eyes of all and have the whole world for the 
arena of their struggles. 
 

MONDAY 106:1-18        !        106:19-48 
 

Judges 17:1-13 -   There was a man in the hill country of Ephraim whose name 
was Micah.  He said to his mother, “The eleven hundred pieces of silver that were 
taken from you, about which you uttered a curse, and even spoke it in my 
hearing,—that silver is in my possession; I took it; but now I will return it to you.” 
And his mother said, “May my son be blessed by the LORD!”  Then he returned 
the eleven hundred pieces of silver to his mother; and his mother said, “I 
consecrate the silver to the LORD from my hand for my son, to make an idol of 
cast metal.”  So when he returned the money to his mother, his mother took two 
hundred pieces of silver, and gave it to the silversmith, who made it into an idol 
of cast metal; and it was in the house of Micah.  This man Micah had a shrine, and 
he made an ephod and teraphim, and installed one of his sons, who became his 
priest.  In those days there was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right 
in their own eyes.  
  Now there was a young man of Bethlehem in Judah, of the clan of Judah. He was 
a Levite residing there.  This man left the town of Bethlehem in Judah, to live 
wherever he could find a place. He came to the house of Micah in the hill country 
of Ephraim to carry on his work.  Micah said to him, “From where do you come?” 
He replied, “I am a Levite of Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going to live wherever 
I can find a place.”  Then Micah said to him, “Stay with me, and be to me a father 
and a priest, and I will give you ten pieces of silver a year, a set of clothes, and 
your living.”  The Levite agreed to stay with the man; and the young man became 
to him like one of his sons.  So Micah installed the Levite, and the young man 
became his priest, and was in the house of Micah.  Then Micah said, “Now I know 
that the LORD will prosper me, because the Levite has become my priest.” 
 

2 Samuel 17:24-18:8 - “Then David came to Mahanaim, while Absalom crossed 
the Jordan with all the men of Israel. Now Absalom had set Amasa over the army 
in the place of Joab. Amasa was the son of a man named Ithra the Ishmaelite, who 
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had married Abigal daughter of Nahash, sister of Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. The 
Israelites and Absalom encamped in the land of Gilead.  
When David came to Mahanaim, Shobi son of Nahash from Rabbah of the 
Ammonites, and Machir son of Ammiel from Lo-debar, and Barzillai the 
Gileadite from Rogelim, brought beds, basins, and earthen vessels, wheat, barley, 
meal, parched grain, beans and lentils, honey and curds, sheep, and cheese from 
the herd, for David and the people with him to eat; for they said, “The troops are 
hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderness.”  
Then David mustered the men who were with him, and set over them 
commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds. And David divided the 
army into three groups: one third under the command of Joab, one third under 
the command of Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and one third under the 
command of Ittai the Gittite. The king said to the men, “I myself will also go out 
with you.” But the men said, “You shall not go out. For if we flee, they will not 
care about us. If half of us die, they will not care about us. But you are worth ten 
thousand of us; therefore it is better that you send us help from the city.” The 
king said to them, “Whatever seems best to you I will do.” So the king stood at the 
side of the gate, while all the army marched out by hundreds and by thousands. 
The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to 
all the commanders concerning Absalom.  

So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the 
forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, 
and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle 
spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that 
day than the sword.” 
 

Acts 7:44-8:1 -   “Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as 
God directed when he spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the 
pattern he had seen.  Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they 
dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our ancestors. And it was 
there until the time of David, who found favor with God and asked that he might 
find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob.  But it was Solomon who built a 
house for him.  Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human 
hands; as the prophet says,  
 ‘Heaven is my throne,  and the earth is my footstool.  What kind of house will you 
build for me, says the Lord,  or what is the place of my rest?  
 Did not my hand make all these things?’  

  “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever 
opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do.  Which of the 
prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the 
coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and 
murderers.  You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet 
you have not kept it.”  
  When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at 
Stephen.  But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory 
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  “Look,” he said, “I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”  But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.  Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid 
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”  Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 
said this, he died.  And Saul approved of their killing him.   That day a severe 
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persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. 
 

John 5:19-29 -   Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do 
nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever the 
Father does, the Son does likewise.  The Father loves the Son and shows him all 
that he himself is doing; and he will show him greater works than these, so that 
you will be astonished.  Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives them 
life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he wishes.  The Father judges no one 
but has given all judgment to the Son, so that all may honor the Son just as they 
honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father 
who sent him.  Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed 
from death to life.  
  “Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  For just as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself;  
and he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 
Man.  Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in 
their graves will hear his voice and will come out—those who have done good, to 
the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 
condemnation.  

The Moral Reflections on Job by Pope St Gregory the Great 

Fights without and fears within 

The saints are caught up in a turbulent war of troubles, attacked at the same time 
by force and by persuasion. Patience is their shield against force, and doctrine 
makes the arrows that they shoot against persuasion. 

See the skill with which they prepare themselves for both fights. The perversity 
within, they straighten out and teach and correct. The adversity without, they face 
and endure and suppress. They despise the enemies that come from outside to 
attack them, they resist them and stop them from subverting others. But to the 
weak and feeble citizens within they give compassion, afraid that they might 
otherwise lose the life of righteousness completely. 

Let us look at St Paul, the soldier of God’s army, as he fights both enemies: as he 
says, quarrels outside, misgivings inside. He lists the enemies he has to resist: danger from 
rivers and danger from brigands, danger from my own people and danger from pagans, danger in the towns 
and danger in the open country, danger at sea and danger from so-called brothers. He lists the 
weapons he fires against them: I have worked and laboured, often without sleep; I have been 
hungry and thirsty and often starving; I have been in the cold without clothes. 

In the middle of all these battles the army’s camp must still be patrolled and 
safeguarded: and, to leave out much more, there is my daily preoccupation: my anxiety for all the 
churches. You see how bravely he takes the war upon himself and how 
compassionately he devotes himself to keeping his neighbours safe. First he lists 
the evils he suffers, then he lists the good things he is giving. 

Let us ponder what a burden it is to endure attacks from outside and at the same 
time to give protection to the weak inside. From without, he suffers attack: he is 
beaten, he is chained. From within, he endures fear: the fear that his sufferings 
might discourage not him, but his disciples. So he writes to them: Let no-one be 
unsettled by the present troubles: as you know, they are bound to come our way. In the middle of his 
own sufferings, it was the downfall of others that he feared: if they saw him being 
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beaten because of his faith, they might hold back from professing that faith 
themselves. 

What an immense love he has within him! He neglects what he himself is suffering 
and worries only that his disciples might suffer temptation because of it. He 
thinks nothing of the wounds of his body and he heals the wounds of other 
people’s hearts. 

This is something characteristic of the righteous. Just because they suffer pain 
themselves it does not stop them caring for the needs of others. They grieve for 
themselves and the adversity they face but they still give the needed teaching to 
others. They are like some great doctor who is struck down by sickness: they 
endure their own wounds while giving healing medicines to their patients. 
 

TUESDAY [120], 121, 122, 123        !        124, 125, 126, [127] 
 

Judges 18:1-15 -   In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the 
tribe of the Danites was seeking for itself a territory to live in; for until then no 
territory among the tribes of Israel had been allotted to them.  So the Danites sent 
five valiant men from the whole number of their clan, from Zorah and from 
Eshtaol, to spy out the land and to explore it; and they said to them, “Go, explore 
the land.” When they came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, 
they stayed there.  While they were at Micah’s house, they recognized the voice of 
the young Levite; so they went over and asked him, “Who brought you here? What 
are you doing in this place? What is your business here?”  He said to them, 
“Micah did such and such for me, and he hired me, and I have become his priest.”  
Then they said to him, “Inquire of God that we may know whether the mission we 
are undertaking will succeed.”  The priest replied, “Go in peace. The mission you 
are on is under the eye of the LORD.”  

  The five men went on, and when they came to Laish, they observed the people 
who were there living securely, after the manner of the Sidonians, quiet and 
unsuspecting, lacking nothing on earth, and possessing wealth. Furthermore, they 
were far from the Sidonians and had no dealings with Aram.  When they came to 
their kinsfolk at Zorah and Eshtaol, they said to them, “What do you report?”  
They said, “Come, let us go up against them; for we have seen the land, and it is 
very good. Will you do nothing? Do not be slow to go, but enter in and possess 
the land.  When you go, you will come to an unsuspecting people. The land is 
broad—God has indeed given it into your hands—a place where there is no lack of 
anything on earth.”  

  Six hundred men of the Danite clan, armed with weapons of war, set out from 
Zorah and Eshtaol, and went up and encamped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. On 
this account that place is called Mahaneh-dan to this day; it is west of Kiriath-
jearim.  From there they passed on to the hill country of Ephraim, and came to 
the house of Micah.  
  Then the five men who had gone to spy out the land (that is, Laish) said to their 
comrades, “Do you know that in these buildings there are an ephod, teraphim, 
and an idol of cast metal? Now therefore consider what you will do.”  So they 
turned in that direction and came to the house of the young Levite, at the home of 
Micah, and greeted him. 
 

2 Samuel 18:9-18 - “Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom 
was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great 
oak. His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and 
earth, while the mule that was under him went on. A man saw it, and told Joab, “I 
saw Absalom hanging in an oak.” Joab said to the man who told him, “What, you 
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saw him! Why then did you not strike him there to the ground? I would have been 
glad to give you ten pieces of silver and a belt.” But the man said to Joab, “Even if 
I felt in my hand the weight of a thousand pieces of silver, I would not raise my 
hand against the king’s son; for in our hearing the king commanded you and 
Abishai and Ittai, saying: For my sake protect the young man Absalom! On the 
other hand, if I had dealt treacherously against his life (and there is nothing 
hidden from the king), then you yourself would have stood aloof.” Joab said, “I 
will not waste time like this with you.” He took three spears in his hand, and 
thrust them into the heart of Absalom, while he was still alive in the oak. And ten 
young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and 
killed him.  

Then Joab sounded the trumpet, and the troops came back from pursuing Israel, 
for Joab restrained the troops. They took Absalom, threw him into a great pit in 
the forest, and raised over him a very great heap of stones. Meanwhile all the 
Israelites fled to their homes. Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up 
for himself a pillar that is in the King’s Valley, for he said, “I have no son to keep 
my name in remembrance”; he called the pillar by his own name. It is called 
Absalom’s Monument to this day.” 
 

Acts 8:1-13 - And Saul approved of their killing him.   That day a severe 
persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria.  Devout men 
buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him.  But Saul was ravaging the 
church by entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he 
committed them to prison.  

  Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word.  
Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them.  The 
crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and 
seeing the signs that he did, for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out 
of many who were possessed; and many others who were paralyzed or lame were 
cured.  So there was great joy in that city.  

  Now a certain man named Simon had previously practiced magic in the city and 
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he was someone great.  All of them, 
from the least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, saying, “This man is the 
power of God that is called Great.”  And they listened eagerly to him because for a 
long time he had amazed them with his magic.  But when they believed Philip, 
who was proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  Even Simon himself 
believed. After being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed 
when he saw the signs and great miracles that took place. 
 

John 5:30-47 -   “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my 
judgment is just, because I seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent 
me.  
  “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true.  There is another who 
testifies on my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true.  You sent 
messengers to John, and he testified to the truth.  Not that I accept such human 
testimony, but I say these things so that you may be saved.  He was a burning and 
shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.  But I have a 
testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has given me to 
complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has 
sent me.  And the Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You 
have never heard his voice or seen his form, and you do not have his word abiding 
in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent.  
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  “You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is they that testify on my behalf.  Yet you refuse to come to me to have life.  
I do not accept glory from human beings.  But I know that you do not have the 
love of God in you.  I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; 
if another comes in his own name, you will accept him.  How can you believe 
when you accept glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes 
from the one who alone is God?  Do not think that I will accuse you before the 
Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope.  If you believed 
Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.  But if you do not believe 
what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?”  

From the homilies of St Bernard on the glories of the Virgin Mother 

She was prepared by the Most High and prefigured by the patriarchs 

There was only one mode of birth that was worthy of God, and that was to be born 
of a Virgin. Equally, who could come from a Virgin birth except God himself? 
The maker of mankind, if he was to be made man and destined to be born of man, 
would have to choose, to create a mother whom he knew to be worthy of him, who 
he knew would be pleasing to him. 

It was his will that she should be a virgin, so that he could proceed from an 
unstained body, stainless, to purify mankind of its stains. 

It was his will that she should be meek and humble of heart, since he was to 
become the outstanding example of these virtues, so necessary for the health of 
humanity. He granted childbirth to her, having first inspired her vow of virginity 
and filled her with the virtue of humility. 

To put it another way, how could the Angel have addressed her as full of grace if 
any, even a little, of these virtues had been present in her already and not given to 
her by grace? It was given to her to be made holy. She, who was to conceive and 
give birth to the Holy of holies, was made holy in body by the gift of virginity and 
holy in mind by the gift of humility. 

Adorned with the jewels of such virtues and radiant in both mind and body, the 
royal Virgin’s beauty draws the attention of the citizens of heaven itself, and its 
King is filled with desire for her and sends his messenger to her from on high. 

The Angel was sent to the Virgin, it says. A virgin in body and a virgin in mind, a virgin by 
her own choice, a virgin, as the Apostle describes her, holy in mind and body. 
Not someone just now found by chance, but chosen from the beginning of time, 
foreseen and prepared by the Most High, waited upon by the angels, prefigured by 
the patriarchs, preached by the prophets. 
 

WEDNESDAY 119:145-176        !        128, 129, 130 
 

Judges 18:16-31 - While the six hundred men of the Danites, armed with their 
weapons of war, stood by the entrance of the gate, the five men who had gone to 
spy out the land proceeded to enter and take the idol of cast metal, the ephod, and 
the teraphim. The priest was standing by the entrance of the gate with the six 
hundred men armed with weapons of war.  When the men went into Micah’s 
house and took the idol of cast metal, the ephod, and the teraphim, the priest said 
to them, “What are you doing?”  They said to him, “Keep quiet! Put your hand 
over your mouth, and come with us, and be to us a father and a priest. Is it better 
for you to be priest to the house of one person, or to be priest to a tribe and clan 
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in Israel?”  Then the priest accepted the offer. He took the ephod, the teraphim, 
and the idol, and went along with the people.  

  So they resumed their journey, putting the little ones, the livestock, and the 
goods in front of them.  When they were some distance from the home of Micah, 
the men who were in the houses near Micah’s house were called out, and they 
overtook the Danites.  They shouted to the Danites, who turned around and said 
to Micah, “What is the matter that you come with such a company?”  He replied, 
“You take my gods that I made, and the priest, and go away, and what have I left? 
How then can you ask me, ‘What is the matter?’”  And the Danites said to him, 
“You had better not let your voice be heard among us or else hot-tempered 
fellows will attack you, and you will lose your life and the lives of your household.”  
Then the Danites went their way. When Micah saw that they were too strong for 
him, he turned and went back to his home.  
  The Danites, having taken what Micah had made, and the priest who belonged to 
him, came to Laish, to a people quiet and unsuspecting, put them to the sword, 
and burned down the city.  There was no deliverer, because it was far from Sidon 
and they had no dealings with Aram. It was in the valley that belongs to Beth-
rehob. They rebuilt the city, and lived in it.  They named the city Dan, after their 
ancestor Dan, who was born to Israel; but the name of the city was formerly Laish.  
Then the Danites set up the idol for themselves. Jonathan son of Gershom, son of 
Moses, and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the time the land 
went into captivity.  So they maintained as their own Micah’s idol that he had 
made, as long as the house of God was at Shiloh. 
 

2 Samuel 18:19-23 - “Then Ahimaaz son of Zadok said, “Let me run, and carry 
tidings to the king that the LORD has delivered him from the power of his 
enemies.” Joab said to him, “You are not to carry tidings today; you may carry 
tidings another day, but today you shall not do so, because the king’s son is dead.” 
Then Joab said to a Cushite, “Go, tell the king what you have seen.” The Cushite 
bowed before Joab, and ran. Then Ahimaaz son of Zadok said again to Joab, 
“Come what may, let me also run after the Cushite.” And Joab said, “Why will you 
run, my son, seeing that you have no reward for the tidings?” “Come what may,” 
he said, “I will run.” So he said to him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of 
the Plain, and outran the Cushite.” 
 

Acts 8:14-25 -   Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  The two went down 
and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit 
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus).  Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit.  Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying 
on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, saying, “Give me also this 
power so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”  But 
Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you 
could obtain God’s gift with money!  You have no part or share in this, for your 
heart is not right before God.  Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours, and 
pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you.  
For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and the chains of wickedness.”  
Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said 
may happen to me.”  
  Now after Peter and John had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they 
returned to Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news to many villages of the 
Samaritans. 
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John 6:1-15 -   After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also 
called the Sea of Tiberias.  A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the 
signs that he was doing for the sick.  Jesus went up the mountain and sat down 
there with his disciples.  Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near.  
When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to 
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?”  He said this to test 
him, for he himself knew what he was going to do.  Philip answered him, “Six 
months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.”  One 
of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?”  
Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the 
place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all.  Then Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so 
also the fish, as much as they wanted.  When they were satisfied, he told his 
disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.”  So 
they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.  When the people saw the sign that 
he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into 
the world.”  
  When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 
him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  

THURSDAY 131, 132, [133]        !        134, 135 
 

Job 1:1-22 -   There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That 
man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.  
There were born to him seven sons and three daughters.  He had seven thousand 
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys, 
and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the 
east.  His sons used to go and hold feasts in one another’s houses in turn; and 
they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  And 
when the feast days had run their course, Job would send and sanctify them, and 
he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the 
number of them all; for Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and 
cursed God in their hearts.” This is what Job always did.  
  One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came among them.  The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come 
from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From going to and fro on the earth, and 
from walking up and down on it.”  The LORD said to Satan, “Have you 
considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless 
and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil.”  Then Satan answered 
the LORD, “Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have you not put a fence around 
him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of 
his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  But stretch out your 
hand now, and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.”  The 
LORD said to Satan, “Very well, all that he has is in your power; only do not 
stretch out your hand against him!” So Satan went out from the presence of the 
LORD.  
  One day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in the 
eldest brother’s house, a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing 
and the donkeys were feeding beside them, and the Sabeans fell on them and 
carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I alone have 
escaped to tell you.”  While he was still speaking, another came and said, “The fire 
of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed 
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them; I alone have escaped to tell you.”  While he was still speaking, another came 
and said, “The Chaldeans formed three columns, made a raid on the camels and 
carried them off, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; I alone have 
escaped to tell you.”  While he was still speaking, another came and said, “Your 
sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house, 
and suddenly a great wind came across the desert, struck the four corners of the 
house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; I alone have escaped to 
tell you.”  
  Then Job arose, tore his robe, shaved his head, and fell on the ground and 
worshiped.  He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 
return there; the LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name 
of the LORD.”  
  In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong-doing. 
 

2 Samuel 19:1-23 - “It was told Joab, “The king is weeping and mourning for 
Absalom.” So the victory that day was turned into mourning for all the troops; for 
the troops heard that day, “The king is grieving for his son.” The troops stole into 
the city that day as soldiers steal in who are ashamed when they flee in battle. The 
king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, “O my son Absalom, O 
Absalom, my son, my son!” Then Joab came into the house to the king, and said, 
“Today you have covered with shame the faces of all your officers who have saved 
your life today, and the lives of your sons and your daughters, and the lives of 
your wives and your concubines, for love of those who hate you and for hatred of 
those who love you. You have made it clear today that commanders and officers 
are nothing to you; for I perceive that if Absalom were alive and all of us were 
dead today, then you would be pleased. So go out at once and speak kindly to your 
servants; for I swear by the LORD, if you do not go, not a man will stay with you 
this night; and this will be worse for you than any disaster that has come upon you 
from your youth until now.” Then the king got up and took his seat in the gate. 
The troops were all told, “See, the king is sitting in the gate”; and all the troops 
came before the king.  

Meanwhile, all the Israelites had fled to their homes. All the people were 
disputing throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “The king delivered us from 
the hand of our enemies, and saved us from the hand of the Philistines; and now 
he has fled out of the land because of Absalom. But Absalom, whom we anointed 
over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why do you say nothing about bringing 
the king back?”  
King David sent this message to the priests Zadok and Abiathar, “Say to the elders 
of Judah, ‘Why should you be the last to bring the king back to his house? The talk 
of all Israel has come to the king. You are my kin, you are my bone and my flesh; 
why then should you be the last to bring back the king?’ And say to Amasa, ‘Are 
you not my bone and my flesh? So may God do to me, and more, if you are not 
the commander of my army from now on, in place of Joab.’” Amasa swayed the 
hearts of all the people of Judah as one, and they sent word to the king, “Return, 
both you and all your servants.” So the king came back to the Jordan; and Judah 
came to Gilgal to meet the king and to bring him over the Jordan.  

Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite, from Bahurim, hurried to come down with 
the people of Judah to meet King David; with him were a thousand people from 
Benjamin. And Ziba, the servant of the house of Saul, with his fifteen sons and 
his twenty servants, rushed down to the Jordan ahead of the king, while the 
crossing was taking place, to bring over the king’s household, and to do his 
pleasure.  
Shimei son of Gera fell down before the king, as he was about to cross the Jordan, 
and said to the king, “May my lord not hold me guilty or remember how your 
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servant did wrong on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem; may the king not 
bear it in mind. For your servant knows that I have sinned; therefore, see, I have 
come this day, the first of all the house of Joseph to come down to meet my lord 
the king.” Abishai son of Zeruiah answered, “Shall not Shimei be put to death for 
this, because he cursed the LORD’S anointed?” But David said, “What have I to 
do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should today become an adversary to 
me? Shall anyone be put to death in Israel this day? For do I not know that I am 
this day king over Israel?” The king said to Shimei, “You shall not die.” And the 
king gave him his oath.” 
 

Acts 8:26-40 -   Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward 
the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a 
wilderness road.)  So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in 
his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  Then the Spirit said to Philip, 
“Go over to this chariot and join it.”  So Philip ran up to it and heard him 
reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  
He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get 
in and sit beside him.  Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this:  “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer,   so he does not open his mouth.  

 In his humiliation justice was denied him.   Who can describe his generation?    
For his life is taken away from the earth.”  

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?”  Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.  As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here 
is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?”  He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing.  But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

John 6:16-27 -   When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into 
a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had 
not yet come to them.  The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing.  
When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea 
and coming near the boat, and they were terrified.  But he said to them, “It is I; 
do not be afraid.”  Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately 
the boat reached the land toward which they were going.  
  The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there 
had been only one boat there. They also saw that Jesus had not got into the boat 
with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone.  Then some boats 
from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord 
had given thanks.  So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were 
there, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for 
Jesus.  
  When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, 
when did you come here?”  Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are 
looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 
loaves.  Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 
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eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 
Father has set his seal.”  

FRIDAY 140, 142        !        141, 143:1-11(12) 
 

Job 2:1-13 -   One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the 
LORD, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD.  
The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the 
LORD, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on 
it.”  The LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no 
one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears God and turns 
away from evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against 
him, to destroy him for no reason.”  Then Satan answered the LORD, “Skin for 
skin! All that people have they will give to save their lives.  But stretch out your 
hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.”  
The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.”  

  So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and inflicted loathsome 
sores on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.  Job took a 
potsherd with which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes.  

  Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, 
and die.”  But he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall 
we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In all this Job 
did not sin with his lips.  

  Now when Job’s three friends heard of all these troubles that had come upon 
him, each of them set out from his home—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the 
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They met together to go and console and 
comfort him.  When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him, 
and they raised their voices and wept aloud; they tore their robes and threw dust 
in the air upon their heads.  They sat with him on the ground seven days and 
seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was 
very great. 
 

2 Samuel 19:24-43 - “Mephibosheth grandson of Saul came down to meet the 
king; he had not taken care of his feet, or trimmed his beard, or washed his 
clothes, from the day the king left until the day he came back in safety. When he 
came from Jerusalem to meet the king, the king said to him, “Why did you not go 
with me, Mephibosheth?” He answered, “My lord, O king, my servant deceived 
me; for your servant said to him, ‘Saddle a donkey for me, so that I may ride on it 
and go with the king.’ For your servant is lame. He has slandered your servant to 
my lord the king. But my lord the king is like the angel of God; do therefore what 
seems good to you. For all my father’s house were doomed to death before my 
lord the king; but you set your servant among those who eat at your table. What 
further right have I, then, to appeal to the king?” The king said to him, “Why 
speak any more of your affairs? I have decided: you and Ziba shall divide the 
land.” Mephibosheth said to the king, “Let him take it all, since my lord the king 
has arrived home safely.”  
Now Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim; he went on with the 
king to the Jordan, to escort him over the Jordan. Barzillai was a very aged man, 
eighty years old. He had provided the king with food while he stayed at Mahanaim, 
for he was a very wealthy man. The king said to Barzillai, “Come over with me, 
and I will provide for you in Jerusalem at my side.” But Barzillai said to the king, 
“How many years have I still to live, that I should go up with the king to 
Jerusalem? Today I am eighty years old; can I discern what is pleasant and what is 
not? Can your servant taste what he eats or what he drinks? Can I still listen to the 
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voice of singing men and singing women? Why then should your servant be an 
added burden to my lord the king? Your servant will go a little way over the 
Jordan with the king. Why should the king recompense me with such a reward? 
Please let your servant return, so that I may die in my own town, near the graves 
of my father and my mother. But here is your servant Chimham; let him go over 
with my lord the king; and do for him whatever seems good to you.” The king 
answered, “Chimham shall go over with me, and I will do for him whatever seems 
good to you; and all that you desire of me I will do for you.” Then all the people 
crossed over the Jordan, and the king crossed over; the king kissed Barzillai and 
blessed him, and he returned to his own home. The king went on to Gilgal, and 
Chimham went on with him; all the people of Judah, and also half the people of 
Israel, brought the king on his way.  

Then all the people of Israel came to the king, and said to him, “Why have our 
kindred the people of Judah stolen you away, and brought the king and his 
household over the Jordan, and all David’s men with him?” All the people of 
Judah answered the people of Israel, “Because the king is near of kin to us. Why 
then are you angry over this matter? Have we eaten at all at the king’s expense? Or 
has he given us any gift?” But the people of Israel answered the people of Judah, 
“We have ten shares in the king, and in David also we have more than you. Why 
then did you despise us? Were we not the first to speak of bringing back our 
king?” But the words of the people of Judah were fiercer than the words of the 
people of Israel.” 
 

Acts 9:1-9 -   Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or 
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell 
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?”  He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting.  But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 
do.”  The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard 
the voice but saw no one.  Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 
open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus.  For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 

John 6:27-40 - Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that 
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that 
God the Father has set his seal.”  Then they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?”  Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that 
you believe in him whom he has sent.”  So they said to him, “What sign are you 
going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you 
performing?  Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”  Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell 
you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father 
who gives you the true bread from heaven.  For the bread of God is that which 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”  They said to him, “Sir, give 
us this bread always.”  
  Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  But I said to you that 
you have seen me and yet do not believe.  Everything that the Father gives me will 
come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away;  for I have come 
down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me.  And 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
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given me, but raise it up on the last day.  This is indeed the will of my Father, that 
all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them 
up on the last day.”  

SATURDAY 137:1-6(7-9), 144        !        104 
 

Job 3:1-26 -   After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth.  
Job said:  
 “Let the day perish in which I was born,  and the night that said,  ‘A man-child is 
conceived.’  

 Let that day be darkness!   May God above not seek it,  or light shine on it.  

 Let gloom and deep darkness claim it.   Let clouds settle upon it;   let the 
blackness of the day terrify it.  

 That night—let thick darkness seize it!   let it not rejoice among the days of the 
year;   let it not come into the number of the months.  
 Yes, let that night be barren;   let no joyful cry be heard in it.  

 Let those curse it who curse the Sea,  those who are skilled to rouse up Leviathan.  
 Let the stars of its dawn be dark;   let it hope for light, but have none;   may it not 
see the eyelids of the morning—  

 because it did not shut the doors of my mother’s womb,  and hide trouble from 
my eyes.    

    “Why did I not die at birth,  come forth from the womb and expire?  

 Why were there knees to receive me,  or breasts for me to suck?  
 Now I would be lying down and quiet;   I would be asleep; then I would be at rest 

 with kings and counselors of the earth   who rebuild ruins for themselves,  
 or with princes who have gold,  who fill their houses with silver.  
 Or why was I not buried like a stillborn child,  like an infant that never sees the 
light?  
 There the wicked cease from troubling,  and there the weary are at rest.  
 There the prisoners are at ease together;   they do not hear the voice of the 
taskmaster.  

 The small and the great are there,  and the slaves are free from their masters.    

    “Why is light given to one in misery,  and life to the bitter in soul,  

 who long for death, but it does not come,  and dig for it more than for hidden 
treasures;  

 who rejoice exceedingly,  and are glad when they find the grave?  
 Why is light given to one who cannot see the way,  whom God has fenced in?  

 For my sighing comes like my bread,  and my groanings are poured out like 
water.  

 Truly the thing that I fear comes upon me,  and what I dread befalls me.  
 I am not at ease, nor am I quiet;   I have no rest; but trouble comes.” 
 

2 Samuel 23:1-7, 13-17  - “Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of 
David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the man whom God exalted, the anointed of the 
God of Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of Israel:    

The spirit of the LORD speaks through me, his word is upon my tongue. The 
God of Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me: One who rules over 
people justly, ruling in the fear of God, is like the light of morning, like the sun 
rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.    

Is not my house like this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things and secure. Will he not cause to prosper all my 
help and my desire? But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; for 
they cannot be picked up with the hand; to touch them one uses an iron bar or the 
shaft of a spear. And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot.  
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Towards the beginning of harvest three of the thirty chiefs went down to join 
David at the cave of Adullam, while a band of Philistines was encamped in the 
valley of Rephaim. David was then in the stronghold; and the garrison of the 
Philistines was then at Bethlehem. David said longingly, “O that someone would 
give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate!” Then the 
three warriors broke through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the 
well of Bethlehem that was by the gate, and brought it to David. But he would not 
drink of it; he poured it out to the LORD, for he said, “The LORD forbid that I 
should do this. Can I drink the blood of the men who went at the risk of their 
lives?” Therefore he would not drink it. The three warriors did these things.” 
 

Acts 9:10-19a -   Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.”  The Lord 
said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas 
look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has 
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he 
might regain his sight.”  But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem;  and here 
he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.”  But 
the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring 
my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel;  I myself will 
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”  So Ananias went 
and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may 
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  And immediately something 
like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was 
baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.    
 

John 6:41-51 -   Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I 
am the bread that came down from heaven.”  They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, 
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I 
have come down from heaven’?”  Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among 
yourselves.  No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and 
I will raise that person up on the last day.  It is written in the prophets, ‘And they 
shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father 
comes to me.  Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from 
God; he has seen the Father.  Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal 
life.  I am the bread of life.  Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and 
they died.  This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of 
it and not die.  I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats 
of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the 
world is my flesh.” 
  

St Ambrose on Psalm 48 

Through his blood Christ reconciled the world to God 

When Christ reconciled the world to God he himself was certainly not in need of 
reconciliation. What sin could he do penance for, when he had no sin in him? 
Moreover, when the Jews were asking for the half-shekel, the offering given for 
sin according to the Law, he said to Peter: ÔSimon, what is your opinion? From whom do the 
kings of the earth take toll or tribute? From their sons or from foreigners?Õ And when Peter replied, ÔFrom 
foreignersÕ, Jesus said, ÔWell then, the sons are exempt. However, so as not to offend these people, go to the 
lake and cast a hook; take the first fish that bites, open its mouth and there you will find a shekel; take it 
and give it to them for me and for you.Õ 
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He showed that he does not owe an offering for any sin of his own, for he was not 
a slave of sin: the Son of God was free from all fault. For the son gives freedom; it 
is the slave who is guilty. So Jesus is completely free, and he does not make 
payment to redeem his soul. The price of his blood was more than enough to 
redeem all the sins of the entire world. It is right that he who owes nothing for 
himself should be able to give freedom to others. 

Let me say more. Christ owes nothing for his own redemption and owes nothing 
as propitiation for sin. But more than that, if you consider any one of us then you 
will see that none of us owes anything as a propitiatory offering, because Christ 
himself is that offering, the offering for all and the redemption of all. 

What man’s blood now has the power to redeem him, when Christ has shed his 
own blood for the redemption of all? Is there anyone whose blood could be 
compared to Christ’s? Or what man is so powerful that his could make an offering 
of propitiation greater than the offering that Christ made of himself when he 
alone reconciled the world to God by his blood? What greater sacrificial victim 
can there be, what superior sacrifice, what better advocate could there be than 
Christ, who became the atonement for the sins of all, who gave his life for our 
redemption? 

Individual propitiation, individual redemption is not needed, because the blood 
of Christ is the price of all. By that blood the Lord Jesus redeemed us, and he 
alone has reconciled us to the Father. He laboured at this to the end, for he took 
our own burdens on himself when he said, Come to me, all you who labour and are 
overburdened, and I will give you rest. 

PROPER 16       Week of the Sunday closest to August 24 
 

SUNDAY 146, 147        111, 112, 113 
 

Job 4:1-6,12-21 -   Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:  
 “If one ventures a word with you, will you be offended?   But who can keep from 
speaking?  
 See, you have instructed many;   you have strengthened the weak hands.  
 Your words have supported those who were stumbling,   and you have made firm 
the feeble knees.  
 But now it has come to you, and you are impatient;   it touches you, and you are 
dismayed.  
 Is not your fear of God your confidence,   and the integrity of your ways your 
hope?    
    “Now a word came stealing to me,   my ear received the whisper of it.  
 Amid thoughts from visions of the night,   when deep sleep falls on mortals,  
 dread came upon me, and trembling,   which made all my bones shake.  
 A spirit glided past my face;   the hair of my flesh bristled.  
 It stood still,   but I could not discern its appearance.  A form was before my eyes;   
there was silence, then I heard a voice:  
 ‘Can mortals be righteous before God?   Can human beings be pure before their 
Maker?  
 Even in his servants he puts no trust,   and his angels he charges with error;  
 how much more those who live in houses of clay,   whose foundation is in the 
dust,   who are crushed like a moth.  
 Between morning and evening they are destroyed;   they perish forever without 
any regarding it.  
 Their tent-cord is plucked up within them,   and they die devoid of wisdom.’   
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2 Samuel 24:1-2,10-25 -   Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, “Go, count the people of Israel 
and Judah.”  So the king said to Joab and the commanders of the army, who were 
with him, “Go through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba, and take a 
census of the people, so that I may know how many there are.”  

  But afterward, David was stricken to the heart because he had numbered the 
people. David said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But 
now, O LORD, I pray you, take away the guilt of your servant; for I have done 
very foolishly.”  When David rose in the morning, the word of the LORD came to 
the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying,  “Go and say to David: Thus says the 
LORD: Three things I offer you; choose one of them, and I will do it to you.”  So 
Gad came to David and told him; he asked him, “Shall three years of famine come 
to you on your land? Or will you flee three months before your foes while they 
pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ pestilence in your land? Now consider, 
and decide what answer I shall return to the one who sent me.”  Then David said 
to Gad, “I am in great distress; let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for his 
mercy is great; but let me not fall into human hands.”  
  So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from that morning until the appointed 
time; and seventy thousand of the people died, from Dan to Beer-sheba.  But 
when the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD 
relented concerning the evil, and said to the angel who was bringing destruction 
among the people, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” The angel of the LORD 
was then by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.  When David saw the 
angel who was destroying the people, he said to the LORD, “I alone have sinned, 
and I alone have done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let your 
hand, I pray, be against me and against my father’s house.”  
  That day Gad came to David and said to him, “Go up and erect an altar to the 
LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”  Following Gad’s 
instructions, David went up, as the LORD had commanded.  When Araunah 
looked down, he saw the king and his servants coming toward him; and Araunah 
went out and prostrated himself before the king with his face to the ground.  
Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” David said, “To 
buy the threshing floor from you in order to build an altar to the LORD, so that 
the plague may be averted from the people.”  Then Araunah said to David, “Let 
my lord the king take and offer up what seems good to him; here are the oxen for 
the burnt offering, and the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the 
wood.  All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king.” And Araunah said to the king, 
“May the LORD your God respond favorably to you.”  

  But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will buy them from you for a price; I 
will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me nothing.” So 
David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.  David 
built there an altar to the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and offerings of 
well-being. So the LORD answered his supplication for the land, and the plague 
was averted from Israel. 
 

Rev. 4:1-11 -   After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the 
first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, 
and I will show you what must take place after this.”  At once I was in the spirit, 
and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the throne!  And the one 
seated there looks like jasper and carnelian, and around the throne is a rainbow 
that looks like an emerald.  Around the throne are twenty-four thrones, and 
seated on the thrones are twenty-four elders, dressed in white robes, with golden 
crowns on their heads.  Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning, and 
rumblings and peals of thunder, and in front of the throne burn seven flaming 
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torches, which are the seven spirits of God;  and in front of the throne there is 
something like a sea of glass, like crystal.   Around the throne, and on each side of 
the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind:  the first 
living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living 
creature with a face like a human face, and the fourth living creature like a flying 
eagle.  And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes 
all around and inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing,  “Holy, holy, holy,  
the Lord God the Almighty,   who was and is and is to come.”  
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the one who 
is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever,  the twenty-four elders fall 
before the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one who lives forever 
and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing,  
 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,   to receive glory and honor and power,  for 
you created all things,   and by your will they existed and were created.” 
 

Mark 6:1-6a -   He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples 
followed him.  On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is 
this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by 
his hands!  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and 
Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took 
offense at him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except 
in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.”  And he 
could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick 
people and cured them.  And he was amazed at their unbelief.    

From the pastoral constitution on the Church in the modern world of the 
Second Vatican Council 

The foreshadowing of the new age 

We do not know the time when earth and humanity will reach their completion, 
nor do we know the way in which the universe will be transformed. The world as 
we see it, disfigured by sin, is passing away. But we are sure that God is preparing 
a new dwelling place and a new earth. In this new earth righteousness is to make 
its home, and happiness will satisfy, and more than satisfy, all the yearnings for 
peace that arise in human hearts. On that day, when death is conquered, the sons 
of God will be raised up in Christ; what was sown as something weak and 
perishable will be clothed in incorruption. Love and the fruits of love will 
remain, and the whole of creation, made by God for man, will be set free from 
the frustration that enslaves it. 

We are warned indeed that a man gains nothing if he wins the whole world at the 
cost of himself. Yet our hope in a new earth should not weaken, but rather 
stimulate our concern for developing this earth, for on it there is growing up the 
body of a new human family, a body even now able to provide some 
foreshadowing of the new age. Hence, though earthly progress is to be carefully 
distinguished from the growth of Christ’s kingdom, yet in so far as it can help 
toward the better ordering of human society it is of great importance to the 
kingdom of God. 

The blessings of human dignity, brotherly communion and freedom – all the good 
fruits on earth of man’s co-operation with nature in the Spirit of the Lord and 
according to his command – will be found again in the world to come, but 
purified of all stain, resplendent and transfigured, when Christ hands over to the 
Father an eternal and everlasting kingdom: “a kingdom of truth and life, a 
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kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, love and peace.” On this 
earth the kingdom is already present in sign; when the Lord comes it will reach its 
completion. 
 

MONDAY 1, 2, 3        !        4, 7 
 

Job 4:1,5:1-11,17-21,26-27  -   Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:  
    “Call now; is there anyone who will answer you?   To which of the holy ones 
will you turn?  
 Surely vexation kills the fool,   and jealousy slays the simple.  
 I have seen fools taking root,   but suddenly I cursed their dwelling.  
 Their children are far from safety,   they are crushed in the gate,   and there is no 
one to deliver them.  
 The hungry eat their harvest,   and they take it even out of the thorns;   and the 
thirsty pant after their wealth.  
 For misery does not come from the earth,   nor does trouble sprout from the 
ground;  
 but human beings are born to trouble   just as sparks fly upward.    
    “As for me, I would seek God,   and to God I would commit my cause.  
 He does great things and unsearchable,   marvelous things without number.  
 He gives rain on the earth   and sends waters on the fields;  
 he sets on high those who are lowly,   and those who mourn are lifted to safety.  
    “How happy is the one whom God reproves;   therefore do not despise the 
discipline of the Almighty.  
 For he wounds, but he binds up;   he strikes, but his hands heal.  
 He will deliver you from six troubles;   in seven no harm shall touch you.  
 In famine he will redeem you from death,   and in war from the power of the 
sword.  
 You shall be hidden from the scourge of the tongue,   and shall not fear 
destruction when it comes.  
 You shall come to your grave in ripe old age,   as a shock of grain comes up to the 
threshing floor in its season.  
 See, we have searched this out; it is true.   Hear, and know it for yourself.”       
 
1 Kings 1:5-31 -   Now Adonijah son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, “I will be 
king”; he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run 
before him.  His father had never at any time displeased him by asking, “Why have 
you done thus and so?” He was also a very handsome man, and he was born next 
after Absalom.  He conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with the priest 
Abiathar, and they supported Adonijah.  But the priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada, and the prophet Nathan, and Shimei, and Rei, and David’s own 
warriors did not side with Adonijah.  
  Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fatted cattle by the stone Zoheleth, which is 
beside En-rogel, and he invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the royal 
officials of Judah,  but he did not invite the prophet Nathan or Benaiah or the 
warriors or his brother Solomon.  
  Then Nathan said to Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, “Have you not heard that 
Adonijah son of Haggith has become king and our lord David does not know it?  
Now therefore come, let me give you advice, so that you may save your own life 
and the life of your son Solomon.  Go in at once to King David, and say to him, 
‘Did you not, my lord the king, swear to your servant, saying: Your son Solomon 
shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne? Why then is Adonijah 
king?’  Then while you are still there speaking with the king, I will come in after 
you and confirm your words.”  
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  So Bathsheba went to the king in his room. The king was very old; Abishag the 
Shunammite was attending the king.  Bathsheba bowed and did obeisance to the 
king, and the king said, “What do you wish?”  She said to him, “My lord, you 
swore to your servant by the LORD your God, saying: Your son Solomon shall 
succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my throne.  But now suddenly Adonijah 
has become king, though you, my lord the king, do not know it.  He has sacrificed 
oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the children of the 
king, the priest Abiathar, and Joab the commander of the army; but your servant 
Solomon he has not invited.  But you, my lord the king—the eyes of all Israel are 
on you to tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.  
Otherwise it will come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his ancestors, 
that my son Solomon and I will be counted offenders.”  
  While she was still speaking with the king, the prophet Nathan came in.  The 
king was told, “Here is the prophet Nathan.” When he came in before the king, he 
did obeisance to the king, with his face to the ground.  Nathan said, “My lord the 
king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my 
throne’?  For today he has gone down and has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and 
sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king’s children, Joab the commander 
of the army, and the priest Abiathar, who are now eating and drinking before 
him, and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’  But he did not invite me, your 
servant, and the priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and your servant 
Solomon.  Has this thing been brought about by my lord the king and you have 
not let your servants know who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after 
him?”  
  King David answered, “Summon Bathsheba to me.” So she came into the king’s 
presence, and stood before the king.  The king swore, saying, “As the LORD lives, 
who has saved my life from every adversity,  as I swore to you by the LORD, the 
God of Israel, ‘Your son Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on my 
throne in my place,’ so will I do this day.”  Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to 
the ground, and did obeisance to the king, and said, “May my lord King David 
live forever!” 
 

Acts 9:19b-31 - For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus,  and 
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son 
of God.”  All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who 
made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not 
come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?”  
Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.  
  After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him,  but their plot became 
known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill 
him;  but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in 
the wall, lowering him in a basket.  
  When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples; and they 
were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple.  But 
Barnabas took him, brought him to the apostles, and described for them how on 
the road he had seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he 
had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus.  So he went in and out among them in 
Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.  He spoke and argued with 
the Hellenists; but they were attempting to kill him.  When the believers learned 
of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.  
  Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and 
was built up. Living in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, 
it increased in numbers.         
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John 6:52-59 -   The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?”  So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.  
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them 
up on the last day;  for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.  Those 
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them.  Just as the 
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me.  This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which 
your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live 
forever.”  He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum.  

TUESDAY 5, 6        !        10, 11 
 

Job 6:1-4,8-15,21 -   Then Job answered:  
 “O that my vexation were weighed,   and all my calamity laid in the balances!  
 For then it would be heavier than the sand of the sea;   therefore my words have 
been rash.  
 For the arrows of the Almighty are in me;   my spirit drinks their poison;   the 
terrors of God are arrayed against me.  
    “O that I might have my request,   and that God would grant my desire;  
 that it would please God to crush me,   that he would let loose his hand and cut 
me off!  
 This would be my consolation;   I would even exult in unrelenting pain;   for I 
have not denied the words of the Holy One.  
 What is my strength, that I should wait?   And what is my end, that I should be 
patient?  
 Is my strength the strength of stones,   or is my flesh bronze?  
 In truth I have no help in me,   and any resource is driven from me.    
    “Those who withhold kindness from a friend   forsake the fear of the Almighty.  
 My companions are treacherous like a torrent-bed,   like freshets that pass away,  
 Such you have now become to me;   you see my calamity, and are afraid. 
 

1 Kings 1:38-2:4 -   So the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites, went down and had Solomon 
ride on King David’s mule, and led him to Gihon.  There the priest Zadok took 
the horn of oil from the tent and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, 
and all the people said, “Long live King Solomon!”  And all the people went up 
following him, playing on pipes and rejoicing with great joy, so that the earth 
quaked at their noise.  
  Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished feasting. 
When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, “Why is the city in an 
uproar?”  While he was still speaking, Jonathan son of the priest Abiathar arrived. 
Adonijah said, “Come in, for you are a worthy man and surely you bring good 
news.”  Jonathan answered Adonijah, “No, for our lord King David has made 
Solomon king;  the king has sent with him the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, 
and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and they had 
him ride on the king’s mule;  the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan have 
anointed him king at Gihon; and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that 
the city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you heard.  Solomon now sits on the 
royal throne.  Moreover the king’s servants came to congratulate our lord King 
David, saying, ‘May God make the name of Solomon more famous than yours, 
and make his throne greater than your throne.’ The king bowed in worship on the 
bed and went on to pray thus, ‘Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who today 
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has granted one of my offspring to sit on my throne and permitted me to witness 
it.’”  
  Then all the guests of Adonijah got up trembling and went their own ways.  
Adonijah, fearing Solomon, got up and went to grasp the horns of the altar.  
Solomon was informed, “Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon; see, he has laid 
hold of the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear to me first that he 
will not kill his servant with the sword.’”  So Solomon responded, “If he proves to 
be a worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the ground; but if wickedness is 
found in him, he shall die.”  Then King Solomon sent to have him brought down 
from the altar. He came to do obeisance to King Solomon; and Solomon said to 
him, “Go home.”  
  When David’s time to die drew near, he charged his son Solomon, saying:  “I am 
about to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, be courageous,  and keep the 
charge of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his 
commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of 
Moses, so that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn.  Then 
the LORD will establish his word that he spoke concerning me: ‘If your heirs take 
heed to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all 
their soul, there shall not fail you a successor on the throne of Israel.’ 
 

Acts 9:32-43 -   Now as Peter went here and there among all the believers, he 
came down also to the saints living in Lydda.  There he found a man named 
Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years, for he was paralyzed.  Peter said 
to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; get up and make your bed!” And 
immediately he got up.  And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him and 
turned to the Lord.  
  Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity.  At that time she 
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.  
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent 
two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.”  So Peter got 
up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. 
All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing 
that Dorcas had made while she was with them.  Peter put all of them outside, and 
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get 
up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up.  He gave her his 
hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be 
alive.  This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  
Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

John 6:60-71 -   When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?”  But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were 
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you?  Then what if you were 
to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before?  It is the spirit that gives 
life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.  
But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first 
who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray 
him.  And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted by the Father.”  
  Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 
him.  So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?”  Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.  We 
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  Jesus 
answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.”  He 
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was speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for he, though one of the twelve, was 
going to betray him.  

St John Chrysostom on the temptations of the devil 

The five paths of repentance 

Shall I list the paths of repentance? There are certainly many of them, many and 
various, and all of them lead to heaven. 

The first path is the path of condemnation of sins. As Isaiah says, Tell your sins, and 
you will be acquitted. And the Psalmist adds: I said ÒI will bear witness against myself before the 
Lord,Ó and you forgave the guilt of my sin. So you, too must condemn the sins you have 
committed. Condemn them, and that condemnation will excuse you in front of 
the Lord, since whoever condemns the sins he has committed will be slower to 
commit them next time. Stir up your own conscience to be your accuser – so that 
when you come before the judgement-seat of the Lord no-one will be rise up to 
accuse you. 

This is the first path of repentance but the second is in no way inferior to it in 
excellence. It is to forget the harm done to us by our enemies, to master our 
anger, to forgive the sins of those who are slaves together with us. As much as we 
do this, so much will our own sins against the Lord be forgiven. So this is the 
second path to the expiation of our sins. As the Lord says, Yes, if you forgive others their 
failings, your heavenly Father will forgive you yours. 

Would you like to know the third path of repentance? It is prayer: fervent prayer, 
sincere and focused prayer, prayer coming from the depths of the heart. 

If you want to know the fourth path, I will tell you it is the giving of alms. It has 
great power. 

And finally, if someone acts with modesty and humility, that path is no less 
effective as a way to deprive sin of its substance. Look at the publican, who had no 
good deeds to speak of. In place of good deeds he offered humility, and the huge 
burden of his sins fell away. 

So now I have shown you the five paths of repentance. First, condemnation of 
sins. Second, forgiving the sins of those near us. Third, prayer. Fourth, 
almsgiving. Fifth, humility. 

So do not be idle, but every day advance along all these paths at once. They are not 
hard paths to follow. Poverty is no excuse for not setting out on the journey. Even 
if you are destitute you can do all these things: put aside anger, carry humility in 
front of you, pray hard, condemn your sins. Poverty is no obstacle – not even to 
that path of penitence that demands money: that is, almsgiving. Remember the 
story of the widow’s mite. 

Now we have learnt the right way to heal our wounds, let us apply these remedies. 
Let us regain true health and confidently receive the blessings of Holy 
Communion. Thus we may come, filled with glory, to the glory of Christ’s 
kingdom, and receive its eternal joys through the grace, mercy and kindness of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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WEDNESDAY 119:1-24        !        12, 13, 14 
 

Job 6:1,7:1-21 -   Then Job answered:  
    “Do not human beings have a hard service on earth,   and are not their days like 
the days of a laborer?  
 Like a slave who longs for the shadow,   and like laborers who look for their 
wages,  
 so I am allotted months of emptiness,   and nights of misery are apportioned to 
me.  
 When I lie down I say, ‘When shall I rise?’   But the night is long,   and I am full 
of tossing until dawn.  
 My flesh is clothed with worms and dirt;   my skin hardens, then breaks out again.  
 My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,   and come to their end without hope. 
   
    “Remember that my life is a breath;   my eye will never again see good.  
 The eye that beholds me will see me no more;   while your eyes are upon me, I 
shall be gone.  
 As the cloud fades and vanishes,   so those who go down to Sheol do not come up;  
 they return no more to their houses,   nor do their places know them any more.    
    “Therefore I will not restrain my mouth;   I will speak in the anguish of my 
spirit;   I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.  
 Am I the Sea, or the Dragon,   that you set a guard over me?  
 When I say, ‘My bed will comfort me,   my couch will ease my complaint,’  
 then you scare me with dreams   and terrify me with visions,  
 so that I would choose strangling   and death rather than this body.  
 I loathe my life; I would not live forever.   Let me alone, for my days are a breath.  
 What are human beings, that you make so much of them,   that you set your mind 
on them,  
 visit them every morning,   test them every moment?  
 Will you not look away from me for a while,   let me alone until I swallow my 
spittle?  
 If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of humanity?   Why have you made me 
your target?   Why have I become a burden to you?  
 Why do you not pardon my transgression   and take away my iniquity?  For now I 
shall lie in the earth;   you will seek me, but I shall not be.” 
 

1 Kings 3:1-15 -   Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; 
he took Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her into the city of David, until he had 
finished building his own house and the house of the LORD and the wall around 
Jerusalem.  The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no 
house had yet been built for the name of the LORD.  
  Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he 
sacrificed and offered incense at the high places.  The king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a 
thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.”  And 
Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father 
David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast 
love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.  And now, O LORD my 
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am 
only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  And your servant is in 
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they 
cannot be numbered or counted.  Give your servant therefore an understanding 
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mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can 
govern this your great people?”  

  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life 
of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 
right,  I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you.  I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; 
no other king shall compare with you.  If you will walk in my ways, keeping my 
statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen 
your life.”  
  Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem where he 
stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. He offered up burnt offerings 
and offerings of well-being, and provided a feast for all his servants. 
 

Acts 10:1-16 -   In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the 
Italian Cohort, as it was called.  He was a devout man who feared God with all his 
household; he gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God.  
One afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an 
angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius.”  He stared at him in 
terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” He answered, “Your prayers and your alms 
have ascended as a memorial before God.  Now send men to Joppa for a certain 
Simon who is called Peter;  he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by 
the seaside.”  When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his slaves 
and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served him,  and after telling 
them everything, he sent them to Joppa.  
  About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, 
Peter went up on the roof to pray.  He became hungry and wanted something to 
eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance.  He saw the heaven 
opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the 
ground by its four corners.  In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and 
reptiles and birds of the air.  Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill 
and eat.”  But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything 
that is profane or unclean.”  The voice said to him again, a second time, “What 
God has made clean, you must not call profane.”  This happened three times, and 
the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. 
 

John 7:1-13 -   After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not wish to go about 
in Judea because the Jews were looking for an opportunity to kill him.  Now the 
Jewish festival of Booths was near.  So his brothers said to him, “Leave here and 
go to Judea so that your disciples also may see the works you are doing;  for no one 
who wants to be widely known acts in secret. If you do these things, show yourself 
to the world.”  (For not even his brothers believed in him.)  Jesus said to them, 
“My time has not yet come, but your time is always here.  The world cannot hate 
you, but it hates me because I testify against it that its works are evil.  Go to the 
festival yourselves. I am not going to this festival, for my time has not yet fully 
come.”  After saying this, he remained in Galilee.  
  But after his brothers had gone to the festival, then he also went, not publicly but 
as it were in secret.  The Jews were looking for him at the festival and saying, 
“Where is he?”  And there was considerable complaining about him among the 
crowds. While some were saying, “He is a good man,” others were saying, “No, he 
is deceiving the crowd.”  Yet no one would speak openly about him for fear of the 
Jews.  
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From the Instructions of St Columbanus 

Let him who thirsts come to me and drink 

Beloved brethren, turn your ears to my words, for there are things that it is 
necessary for you to hear. I shall be speaking of the waters of God’s fountain: 
refresh your thirst at that spring but do not entirely quench it. Drink without 
sating yourselves, for the living spring, the fount and source of life, is calling us: if 
anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 

Understand what it is that you are to drink. Let Jeremiah tell you, let the fountain 
himself tell you: they have abandoned me, the fountain of living water, says the Lord. So you see 
that the Lord himself, our God Jesus Christ, is the fountain of life; and he calls us 
to himself so that we may drink from him. Who will drink? Whoever loves; 
whoever is filled with the word of God; whoever adores enough, whoever desires 
enough; whoever is on fire with the love of wisdom. 

See the source from which that fountain flows. It comes from the same place that 
the manna came from in the wilderness – for the same person is both bread and 
fountain, Christ our Lord and God, for whom we should always hunger. Even if 
we eat him, the bread, with love, even if we devour him with desire, let us still 
hunger for him like starving men. So when we drink him, the fountain, let us 
always drink him with overflowing love, filled with longing and delighting in the 
gentle taste of his sweetness. 

For the Lord is gentleness and delight. We may eat and drink of him but still we 
will be hungry and thirst for more; for he is our food and drink that can never be 
entirely consumed. He can be eaten but there will always be more left. He can be 
drunk but he can never be drained dry. Our bread is eternal; our fountain lasts 
for ever, our fountain is sweet. So Isaiah says: come to the water all you who are thirsty; the 
fountain is for the thirsty, not for the surfeited. He calls the hungry and the 
thirsty to himself, and they can never drink enough: the more they drink, the 
more they desire to drink. 

The word of God on high is the fountain of Wisdom. So, my brethren, it is right that we 
should desire it, seek it and love it. In it all the jewels of wisdom and knowledge are hidden, as 
St Paul says; and God calls anyone who thirsts to drink from that fountain. 

If you are thirsty, drink from the fountain of life; if you are hungry, eat the bread 
of life. Blessed are they who hunger for that bread and thirst for that fountain; 
they eat and drink for ever and still they desire to eat and drink. For it is lovely 
above all things, that which is always eaten and drunk, always hungered and 
thirsted for. Thus David, king and prophet, was moved to say: taste and see that the 
Lord is good. 
 

THURSDAY 18:1-20        !        18:21-50 
 

Job 6:1,7:1-21 -   Then Job answered:  
    “Do not human beings have a hard service on earth,   and are not their days like 
the days of a laborer?  
 Like a slave who longs for the shadow,   and like laborers who look for their 
wages,  
 so I am allotted months of emptiness,   and nights of misery are apportioned to 
me.  
 When I lie down I say, ‘When shall I rise?’   But the night is long,   and I am full 
of tossing until dawn.  
 My flesh is clothed with worms and dirt;   my skin hardens, then breaks out again.  
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 My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,   and come to their end without hope. 
   
    “Remember that my life is a breath;   my eye will never again see good.  
 The eye that beholds me will see me no more;   while your eyes are upon me, I 
shall be gone.  
 As the cloud fades and vanishes,   so those who go down to Sheol do not come up;  
 they return no more to their houses,   nor do their places know them any more.    
    “Therefore I will not restrain my mouth;   I will speak in the anguish of my 
spirit;   I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.  
 Am I the Sea, or the Dragon,   that you set a guard over me?  
 When I say, ‘My bed will comfort me,   my couch will ease my complaint,’  
 then you scare me with dreams   and terrify me with visions,  
 so that I would choose strangling   and death rather than this body.  
 I loathe my life; I would not live forever.   Let me alone, for my days are a breath.  
 What are human beings, that you make so much of them,   that you set your mind 
on them,  
 visit them every morning,   test them every moment?  
 Will you not look away from me for a while,   let me alone until I swallow my 
spittle?  
 If I sin, what do I do to you, you watcher of humanity?   Why have you made me 
your target?   Why have I become a burden to you?  
 Why do you not pardon my transgression   and take away my iniquity?  For now I 
shall lie in the earth;   you will seek me, but I shall not be.”     
 

1 Kings 3:16-28 -   Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and 
stood before him.  The one woman said, “Please, my lord, this woman and I live 
in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house.  Then on the third 
day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were together; there was no 
one else with us in the house, only the two of us were in the house.  Then this 
woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him.  She got up in the middle 
of the night and took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid 
him at her breast, and laid her dead son at my breast.  When I rose in the morning 
to nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but when I looked at him closely in the 
morning, clearly it was not the son I had borne.”  But the other woman said, “No, 
the living son is mine, and the dead son is yours.” The first said, “No, the dead 
son is yours, and the living son is mine.” So they argued before the king.  

  Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son that is alive, and your son is 
dead’; while the other says, ‘Not so! Your son is dead, and my son is the living 
one.’”  So the king said, “Bring me a sword,” and they brought a sword before the 
king.  The king said, “Divide the living boy in two; then give half to the one, and 
half to the other.”  But the woman whose son was alive said to the king—because 
compassion for her son burned within her—“Please, my lord, give her the living 
boy; certainly do not kill him!” The other said, “It shall be neither mine nor 
yours; divide it.”  Then the king responded: “Give the first woman the living boy; 
do not kill him. She is his mother.”  All Israel heard of the judgment that the king 
had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the 
wisdom of God was in him, to execute justice. 
 

Acts 10:17-33 -   Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the 
vision that he had seen, suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were 
asking for Simon’s house and were standing by the gate.  They called out to ask 
whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there.  While Peter was still 
thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look, three men are searching 
for you.  Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have 
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sent them.”  So Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are 
looking for; what is the reason for your coming?”  They answered, “Cornelius, a 
centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole 
Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house 
and to hear what you have to say.”  So Peter invited them in and gave them 
lodging.   The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers 
from Joppa accompanied him.  The following day they came to Caesarea. 
Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close 
friends.  On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshiped 
him.  But Peter made him get up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.”  And as 
he talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled;  and he said 
to them, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to 
visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or 
unclean.  So when I was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask why 
you sent for me?”  
  Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was 
praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me.  
He said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been 
remembered before God.  Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is 
called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’  Therefore 
I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of 
us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded 
you to say.” 
 

John 7:14-36 -   About the middle of the festival Jesus went up into the temple 
and began to teach.  The Jews were astonished at it, saying, “How does this man 
have such learning, when he has never been taught?”  Then Jesus answered them, 
“My teaching is not mine but his who sent me.  Anyone who resolves to do the will 
of God will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on 
my own.  Those who speak on their own seek their own glory; but the one who 
seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and there is nothing false in him.  
  “Did not Moses give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why are you 
looking for an opportunity to kill me?”  The crowd answered, “You have a 
demon! Who is trying to kill you?”  Jesus answered them, “I performed one work, 
and all of you are astonished.  Moses gave you circumcision (it is, of course, not 
from Moses, but from the patriarchs), and you circumcise a man on the sabbath.  
If a man receives circumcision on the sabbath in order that the law of Moses may 
not be broken, are you angry with me because I healed a man’s whole body on the 
sabbath?  Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”  
  Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is not this the man whom 
they are trying to kill?  And here he is, speaking openly, but they say nothing to 
him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the Messiah?  Yet we 
know where this man is from; but when the Messiah comes, no one will know 
where he is from.”  Then Jesus cried out as he was teaching in the temple, “You 
know me, and you know where I am from. I have not come on my own. But the 
one who sent me is true, and you do not know him.  I know him, because I am 
from him, and he sent me.”  Then they tried to arrest him, but no one laid hands 
on him, because his hour had not yet come.  Yet many in the crowd believed in 
him and were saying, “When the Messiah comes, will he do more signs than this 
man has done?”  
  The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering such things about him, and the chief 
priests and Pharisees sent temple police to arrest him.  Jesus then said, “I will be 
with you a little while longer, and then I am going to him who sent me.  You will 
search for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.”  The 
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Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not find 
him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the 
Greeks?  What does he mean by saying, ‘You will search for me and you will not 
find me’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”  

From the Instructions of St Columbanus 

You, God, are everything to us 

My brethren, let us follow this call. We are called to the source and fountain of 
life, by the Life who is not just the fountain of living water but also the fountain 
of eternal life, the fountain of light, the fountain and source of glory. From this 
Life comes everything: wisdom, life, eternal light. The Creator of life is the 
fountain from which life springs; the Creator of light is the fountain of light. So 
let us leave this world of visible things. Let us leave this world of time and head for 
the heavens. Like fish seeking water, like wise and rational fish let us seek the 
fountain of light, the fountain of life, the fountain of living water. Let us swim in, 
let us drink from the water of the spring welling up into eternal life. 

Merciful God, righteous Lord, grant that I may reach that fountain. There let me 
join the others who thirst for you, drinking living water from the living stream 
that flows from the fountain of life. Overwhelmed by its sweetness let me cling 
close to it and say “How sweet is the spring of living water that never runs dry, the 
spring that wells up into eternal life!.” 

O Lord, you yourself are that spring, always and for ever to be desired, always and 
for ever to be drunk from. Christ our Lord, give us this water as the Samarian woman 
once asked you, so that in us also it can be a spring of living water welling up into eternal life. 
It is an enormous gift I am asking – everyone knows that – but you, King of glory, 
have given great gifts in the past and made great promises. Nothing, after all, is 
greater than you; and yet you have given yourself to us and given yourself for us. 

Therefore we beg you that we should come to full knowledge of the thing that we 
love; for we pray to be given nothing other than you yourself. You are everything 
to us, our life, our light, our health and strength, our food, our drink, our God. 
Jesus, our Jesus, I beg you to fill our hearts with the breath of your Spirit. Pierce 
our souls with the sword of your love so that each of us can say truthfully in his 
heart, “Show me the one with whom my soul is in love, for by love I am 
wounded.” 

Lord, let me bear such wounds in my soul. Blessed is the soul that is wounded by 
such love and, thus wounded, seeks the fountain and drinks, thirsts even while it 
drinks: it seeks by loving, and the very wound of love brings it healing. May Jesus 
Christ, our righteous God and Lord, our true and healing doctor, deign to 
wound our innermost hearts with that healing wound. With the Father and the 
Holy Spirit he is one, for ever and for ever. Amen. 
 

FRIDAY 16, 17        !        22 
 

Job 9:1-15,32-35 -   Then Job answered:  
 “Indeed I know that this is so;   but how can a mortal be just before God?  
 If one wished to contend with him,   one could not answer him once in a 
thousand.  
 He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength  —who has resisted him, and 
succeeded?—  
 he who removes mountains, and they do not know it,   when he overturns them 
in his anger;  
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 who shakes the earth out of its place,   and its pillars tremble;  
 who commands the sun, and it does not rise;   who seals up the stars;  
 who alone stretched out the heavens   and trampled the waves of the Sea;  
 who made the Bear and Orion,   the Pleiades and the chambers of the south;  
 who does great things beyond understanding,   and marvelous things without 
number.  
 Look, he passes by me, and I do not see him;   he moves on, but I do not perceive 
him.  
 He snatches away; who can stop him?   Who will say to him, ‘What are you 
doing?’    
    “God will not turn back his anger;   the helpers of Rahab bowed beneath him.  
 How then can I answer him,   choosing my words with him?  
 Though I am innocent, I cannot answer him;   I must appeal for mercy to my 
accuser.  
 For he is not a mortal, as I am, that I might answer him,   that we should come to 
trial together.  
 There is no umpire between us,   who might lay his hand on us both.  
 If he would take his rod away from me,   and not let dread of him terrify me,  
 then I would speak without fear of him,   for I know I am not what I am thought 
to be.   
 

1 Kings 5:1-6:1,7 -   Now King Hiram of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, 
when he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father; for Hiram 
had always been a friend to David.  Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying,  “You 
know that my father David could not build a house for the name of the LORD his 
God because of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until the 
LORD put them under the soles of his feet.  But now the LORD my God has 
given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor misfortune.  So I 
intend to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD said to 
my father David, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, shall 
build the house for my name.’  Therefore command that cedars from the 
Lebanon be cut for me. My servants will join your servants, and I will give you 
whatever wages you set for your servants; for you know that there is no one among 
us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians.”  
  When Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said, 
“Blessed be the LORD today, who has given to David a wise son to be over this 
great people.”  Hiram sent word to Solomon, “I have heard the message that you 
have sent to me; I will fulfill all your needs in the matter of cedar and cypress 
timber.  My servants shall bring it down to the sea from the Lebanon; I will make 
it into rafts to go by sea to the place you indicate. I will have them broken up there 
for you to take away. And you shall meet my needs by providing food for my 
household.”  So Hiram supplied Solomon’s every need for timber of cedar and 
cypress.  Solomon in turn gave Hiram twenty thousand cors of wheat as food for 
his household, and twenty cors of fine oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by 
year.  So the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him. There was peace 
between Hiram and Solomon; and the two of them made a treaty.  

  King Solomon conscripted forced labor out of all Israel; the levy numbered 
thirty thousand men.  He sent them to the Lebanon, ten thousand a month in 
shifts; they would be a month in the Lebanon and two months at home; Adoniram 
was in charge of the forced labor.  Solomon also had seventy thousand laborers 
and eighty thousand stonecutters in the hill country,  besides Solomon’s three 
thousand three hundred supervisors who were over the work, having charge of the 
people who did the work.  At the king’s command, they quarried out great, costly 
stones in order to lay the foundation of the house with dressed stones.  So 
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Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders and the Giblites did the stonecutting 
and prepared the timber and the stone to build the house.  

  In the four hundred eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of 
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, 
which is the second month, he began to build the house of the LORD.  
  The house was built with stone finished at the quarry, so that neither hammer 
nor ax nor any tool of iron was heard in the temple while it was being built. 
 

Acts 10:34-48 -   Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality,  but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him.  We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;  but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear,  not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.”  
  While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.  
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift 
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles,  for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,  “Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?”  So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 
 

John 7:37-52 -   On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was 
standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me,  and let the 
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s 
heart shall flow rivers of living water.’”  Now he said this about the Spirit, which 
believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified.  
  When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the 
prophet.”  Others said, “This is the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely the 
Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he?  Has not the scripture said that the 
Messiah is descended from David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where 
David lived?”  So there was a division in the crowd because of him.  Some of them 
wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.  
  Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked 
them, “Why did you not arrest him?”  The police answered, “Never has anyone 
spoken like this!”  Then the Pharisees replied, “Surely you have not been deceived 
too, have you?  Has any one of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in 
him?  But this crowd, which does not know the law—they are accursed.”  
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one of them, asked,  
“Our law does not judge people without first giving them a hearing to find out 
what they are doing, does it?”  They replied, “Surely you are not also from 
Galilee, are you? Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.”  
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From a commentary on Joel by St. Jerome, priest 

Return to me 

Return to me with all your heart and show a spirit of repentance with fasting, weeping and 
mourning; so that while you fast now, later you may be satisfied, while you weep 
now, later you may laugh, while you mourn now, you may some day enjoy 
consolation. It is customary for those in sorrow or adversity to tear their 
garments. The gospel records that the high priest did this to exaggerate the charge 
against our Lord and Saviour; and we read that Paul and Barnabas did so when 
they heard words of blasphemy. I bid you not to tear your garments but rather to 
rend your hearts which are laden with sin. Like wine skins, unless they have been cut 
open, they will burst of their own accord. After you have done this, return to the 
Lord your God, from whom you had been alienated by your sins. Do not despair 
of his mercy, no matter how great your sins, for great mercy will take away great 
sins. 

For the Lord is gracious and merciful and prefers the conversion of a sinner rather 
than his death. Patient and generous in his mercy, he does not give in to human 
impatience but is willing to wait a long time for our repentance. So extraordinary 
is the Lord’s mercy in the face of evil, that if we do penance for our sins, he 
regrets his own threat and does not carry out against us the sanctions he had 
threatened. So by the changing of our attitude, he himself is changed. But in this 
passage we should interpret “evil” to mean, not the opposite of virtue, but 
affliction, as we read in another place: Sufficient for the day are its own evils. And, again: If 
there is evil in the city, God did not create it.  

In like manner, given all that we have said above – that God is kind and merciful, 
patient, generous with his forgiveness, and extraordinary in his mercy toward 
evil – lest the magnitude of his clemency make us lax and negligent, he adds this 
word through his prophet: Who knows whether he will not turn and repent and leave behind him a 
blessing? In other words, he says: “I exhort you to repentance, because it is my duty, 
and I know that God is inexhaustibly merciful, as David says: Have mercy on me, God, 
according to your great mercy, and in the depths of your compassion, blot out all my iniquities. But since 
we cannot know the depth of the riches and of the wisdom and knowledge of God, 
I will temper my statement, expressing a wish rather than taking anything for 
granted, and I will say: Who knows whether he will not turn and repent? “ Since he says, Who, 
it must be understood that it is impossible or difficult to know for sure. 

To these words the prophet adds: Offerings and tribulations for the Lord our God. What he is 
saying to us in other words is that, God having blessed us and forgiven us our sins, 
we will then be able to offer sacrifice to God. 
 

SATURDAY 20, 21:1-7(8-14)        !        110:1-5(6-7), 116, 117 
 

Job 9:1,10:1-9,16-22 -   Then Job answered:  
    “I loathe my life;   I will give free utterance to my complaint;   I will speak in the 
bitterness of my soul.  
 I will say to God, Do not condemn me;   let me know why you contend against 
me.  
 Does it seem good to you to oppress,   to despise the work of your hands   and 
favor the schemes of the wicked?  
 Do you have eyes of flesh?   Do you see as humans see?  
 Are your days like the days of mortals,   or your years like human years,  
 that you seek out my iniquity   and search for my sin,  
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 although you know that I am not guilty,   and there is no one to deliver out of 
your hand?  
 Your hands fashioned and made me;   and now you turn and destroy me.  
 Remember that you fashioned me like clay;   and will you turn me to dust again?  
 Bold as a lion you hunt me;   you repeat your exploits against me.  
 You renew your witnesses against me,   and increase your vexation toward me;   
you bring fresh troops against me.    
    “Why did you bring me forth from the womb?   Would that I had died before 
any eye had seen me,  
 and were as though I had not been,   carried from the womb to the grave.  
 Are not the days of my life few?   Let me alone, that I may find a little comfort 
 before I go, never to return,   to the land of gloom and deep darkness,  
 the land of gloom and chaos,   where light is like darkness.” 
 

1 Kings 7:51-8:21 -   Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the house of 
the LORD was finished. Solomon brought in the things that his father David had 
dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the vessels, and stored them in the treasuries 
of the house of the LORD.  

  Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the 
leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in 
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of 
David, which is Zion.  All the people of Israel assembled to King Solomon at the 
festival in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.  And all the elders of 
Israel came, and the priests carried the ark.  So they brought up the ark of the 
LORD, the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the 
priests and the Levites brought them up.  King Solomon and all the congregation 
of Israel, who had assembled before him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing 
so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered.  Then the 
priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, in the inner 
sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the wings of the 
cherubim.  For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so 
that the cherubim made a covering above the ark and its poles.  The poles were so 
long that the ends of the poles were seen from the holy place in front of the inner 
sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside; they are there to this day.  
There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone that Moses had placed 
there at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites, when they 
came out of the land of Egypt.  And when the priests came out of the holy place, a 
cloud filled the house of the LORD,  so that the priests could not stand to 
minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the 
LORD.  
 Then Solomon said,  “The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness.  
 I have built you an exalted house,   a place for you to dwell in forever.”  
  Then the king turned around and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the 
assembly of Israel stood.  He said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who 
with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to my father David, 
saying,  ‘Since the day that I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, I have not 
chosen a city from any of the tribes of Israel in which to build a house, that my 
name might be there; but I chose David to be over my people Israel.’  My father 
David had it in mind to build a house for the name of the LORD, the God of 
Israel.  But the LORD said to my father David, ‘You did well to consider building 
a house for my name;  nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your son 
who shall be born to you shall build the house for my name.’  Now the LORD has 
upheld the promise that he made; for I have risen in the place of my father David; 
I sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised, and have built the house for 
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the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.  There I have provided a place for the 
ark, in which is the covenant of the LORD that he made with our ancestors when 
he brought them out of the land of Egypt.” 
 

Acts 11:1-18 -   Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that 
the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God.  So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him,  saying, “Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?”  Then Peter began to explain it to them, 
step by step, saying,  “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a 
vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being 
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.  As I looked at it closely I saw 
four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air.  I also heard a 
voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’  But I replied, ‘By no means, 
Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’  But a second 
time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not 
call profane.’  This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven.  At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 
house where we were.  The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and 
we entered the man’s house.  He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his 
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter;  he will 
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’  And as 
I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning.  And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  If then God 
gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was I that I could hinder God?”  When they heard this, they were silenced. 
And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the 
repentance that leads to life.” 
 

John 8:12-20 -   Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”  
Then the Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying on your own behalf; your 
testimony is not valid.”  Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my 
testimony is valid because I know where I have come from and where I am going, 
but you do not know where I come from or where I am going.  You judge by 
human standards; I judge no one.  Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is valid; 
for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me.  In your law it is 
written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid.  I testify on my own behalf, 
and the Father who sent me testifies on my behalf.”  Then they said to him, 
“Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If 
you knew me, you would know my Father also.”  He spoke these words while he 
was teaching in the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because his 
hour had not yet come. 
 

From a homily on Matthew by Saint John Chrysostom, bishop 

Do not adorn the church and ignore your afflicted brother 

Do you want to honour Christ’s body? Then do not scorn him in his nakedness, 
nor honour him here in the church with silken garments while neglecting him 
outside where he is cold and naked. For he who said: This is my body, and made it 
so by his words, also said: You saw me hungry and did not feed me, and inasmuch 
as you did not do it for one of these, the least of my brothers, you did not do it for 
me. What we do here in the church requires a pure heart, not special garments; 
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what we do outside requires great dedication. 

Let us learn, therefore, to be men of wisdom and to honour Christ as he desires. 
For a person being honoured finds greatest pleasure in the honour he desires, not 
in the honour we think best. Peter thought he was honouring Christ when he 
refused to let him wash his feet; but what Peter wanted was not truly an honour, 
quite the opposite! Give him the honour prescribed in his law by giving your 
riches to the poor. For God does not want golden vessels but golden hearts. 

Now, in saying this I am not forbidding you to make such gifts; I am only 
demanding that along with such gifts and before them you give alms. He accepts 
the former, but he is much more pleased with the latter. In the former, only the 
giver profits; in the latter, the recipient does too. A gift to the church may be 
taken as a form of ostentation, but an alms is pure kindness. Of what use is it to 
weigh down Christ’s table with golden cups, when he himself is dying of hunger? 
First, fill him when he is hungry; then use the means you have left to adorn his 
table. Will you have a golden cup made but not give a cup of water? What is the use 
of providing the table with cloths woven of gold thread, and not providing Christ 
himself with the clothes he needs? What profit is there in that? Tell me: If you 
were to see him lacking the necessary food but were to leave him in that state and 
merely surround his table with gold would he be grateful to you or rather would 
he not be angry? What if you were to see him clad in worn-out rags and stiff from 
the cold, and were to forget about clothing him and instead were to set up golden 
columns for him, saying that you were doing it in his honour? Would he not 
think he was being mocked and greatly insulted? 

Apply this also to Christ when he comes along the roads as a pilgrim, looking for 
shelter. You do not take him in as your guest, but you decorate floor and walls 
and the capitals of the pillars. You provide silver chains for the lamps, but you 
cannot bear even to look at him as he lies chained in prison. Once again, I am not 
forbidding you to supply these adornments; I am urging you to provide these 
other things as well, and indeed to provide them first. No one has ever been 
accused for not providing ornaments, but for those who neglect their neighbour a 
hell awaits with an inextinguishable fire and torment in the company of the 
demons. Do not, therefore, adorn the church and ignore your afflicted brother, 
for he is the most precious temple of all. 

 

PROPER 17       Week of the Sunday closest to August 31 
 

SUNDAY 148, 149, 150        !        114, 115 
 

Job 11:1-9,13-20 -   Then Zophar the Naamathite answered:  
 “Should a multitude of words go unanswered,   and should one full of talk be 
vindicated?  
 Should your babble put others to silence,   and when you mock, shall no one 
shame you?  
 For you say, ‘My conduct is pure,   and I am clean in God’s sight.’  
 But oh, that God would speak,   and open his lips to you,  
 and that he would tell you the secrets of wisdom!   For wisdom is many-sided.  
Know then that God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves.    
    “Can you find out the deep things of God?   Can you find out the limit of the 
Almighty?  
 It is higher than heaven—what can you do?   Deeper than Sheol—what can you 
know?  
 Its measure is longer than the earth,   and broader than the sea.  
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    “If you direct your heart rightly,   you will stretch out your hands toward him.  
 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far away,   and do not let wickedness reside in 
your tents.  
 Surely then you will lift up your face without blemish;   you will be secure, and 
will not fear.  
 You will forget your misery;   you will remember it as waters that have passed 
away.  
 And your life will be brighter than the noonday;   its darkness will be like the 
morning.  
 And you will have confidence, because there is hope;   you will be protected and 
take your rest in safety.  
 You will lie down, and no one will make you afraid;   many will entreat your 
favor.  
 But the eyes of the wicked will fail;   all way of escape will be lost to them,   and 
their hope is to breathe their last.” 
 

1 Kings 8:22-40 -   Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the 
presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven.  He 
said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on 
earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk 
before you with all their heart,  the covenant that you kept for your servant my 
father David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this 
day fulfilled with your hand.  Therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your 
servant my father David that which you promised him, saying, ‘There shall never 
fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children 
look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.’  Therefore, O 
God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you promised to your servant 
my father David.  
  “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built!  Regard your servant’s 
prayer and his plea, O LORD my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your 
servant prays to you today;  that your eyes may be open night and day toward this 
house, the place of which you said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed 
the prayer that your servant prays toward this place.  Hear the plea of your servant 
and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven your 
dwelling place; heed and forgive.  
  “If someone sins against a neighbor and is given an oath to swear, and comes and 
swears before your altar in this house,  then hear in heaven, and act, and judge 
your servants, condemning the guilty by bringing their conduct on their own 
head, and vindicating the righteous by rewarding them according to their 
righteousness.  

  “When your people Israel, having sinned against you, are defeated before an 
enemy but turn again to you, confess your name, pray and plead with you in this 
house,  then hear in heaven, forgive the sin of your people Israel, and bring them 
again to the land that you gave to their ancestors.  

  “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against 
you, and then they pray toward this place, confess your name, and turn from their 
sin, because you punish them,  then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of your 
servants, your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they 
should walk; and grant rain on your land, which you have given to your people as 
an inheritance.  

  “If there is famine in the land, if there is plague, blight, mildew, locust, or 
caterpillar; if their enemy besieges them in any of their cities; whatever plague, 
whatever sickness there is;  whatever prayer, whatever plea there is from any 
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individual or from all your people Israel, all knowing the afflictions of their own 
hearts so that they stretch out their hands toward this house;  then hear in heaven 
your dwelling place, forgive, act, and render to all whose hearts you know—
according to all their ways, for only you know what is in every human heart—  so 
that they may fear you all the days that they live in the land that you gave to our 
ancestors. 
 

Rev. 5:1-14 -   Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a 
scroll written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals;  and I saw a 
mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 
break its seals?”  And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to 
open the scroll or to look into it.  And I began to weep bitterly because no one was 
found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.  Then one of the elders said to 
me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”  
   Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the 
elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  He went and 
took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne.  
When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints.  They sing a new song:  “You are worthy to take the 
scroll   and to open its seals,  for you were slaughtered and by your blood you 
ransomed for God   saints from every tribe and language and people and nation;  
 you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God,   and they will 
reign on earth.”  
   Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands,  singing with full voice,  “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slaughtered  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might  and honor and 
glory and blessing!”  
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing,  “To the one seated on the throne and to 
the Lamb  be blessing and honor and glory and might  forever and ever!”  
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 
 

Matt. 5:1-12 -   When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after 
he sat down, his disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying:  
  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
  “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
  “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.  
  “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
  “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  
  “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.  
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From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop 

The Lord has had pity on us 

Happy are we if we do the deeds of which we have heard and sung. Our hearing of 
them means having them planted in us, while our doing them shows that the seed 
has borne fruit. By saying this, I wish to caution you, dearly beloved, not to enter 
the Church fruitlessly, satisfied with mere hearing of such mighty blessings and 
failing to do good works. For we have been saved by his grace, says the Apostle, and not by 
our works, lest anyone may boast; for it is by his grace that we have been saved. It is not as if a good 
life of some sort came first, and that thereupon God showed his love and esteem 
for it from on high, saying: “Let us come to the aid of these men and assist them 
quickly because they are living a good life.” No, our life was displeasing to him. 
He will, therefore, condemn what we have done but he will save what he himself 
has done in us. 

We were not good, but God had pity on us and sent his Son to die, not for good 
men but for bad ones, not for the just but for the wicked. Yes, Christ died for the 
ungodly. Notice what is written next: One will hardly die for a righteous man, though perhaps for 
a good man one will dare even to die. Perhaps someone can be found who will dare to die 
for a good man; but for the unjust man, for the wicked one, the sinner, who 
would be willing to die except Christ alone who is so just that he justifies even the 
unjust? 

And so, my brothers, we had no good works, for all our works were evil. Yet 
although men’s actions were such, God in his mercy did not abandon men. He 
sent his Son to redeem us, not with gold or silver but at the price of his blood 
poured out for us. Christ, the spotless lamb, became the sacrificial victim, led to 
the slaughter for the sheep that were blemished – if indeed one can say that they 
were blemished and not entirely corrupt. Such is the grace we have received! Let 
us live so as to be worthy of that great grace, and not do injury to it. So mighty is 
the physician who has come to us that he has healed all our sins! If we choose to be 
sick once again, we will not only harm ourselves, but show ingratitude to the 
physician as well. 

Let us then follow Christ’s paths which he has revealed to us, above all the path of 
humility, which he himself became for us. He showed us that path by his precepts, 
and he himself followed it by his suffering on our behalf. In order to die for us – 
because as God he could not die – the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. The 
immortal One took on mortality that he might die for us, and by dying put to 
death our death. This is what the Lord did, this the gift he granted to us. The 
mighty one was brought low, the lowly one was slain, and after he was slain, he 
rose again and was exalted. For he did not intend to leave us dead in hell, but to 
exalt in himself at the resurrection of the dead those whom he had already exalted 
and made just by the faith and praise they gave him. Yes, he gave us the path of 
humility. If we keep to it we shall confess our belief in the Lord and have good 
reason to sing: We shall praise you, God, we shall praise you and call upon your name. 
 

MONDAY 25        !        9, 15 
 

Job 12:1-6,13-25 -   Then Job answered:  
 “No doubt you are the people,   and wisdom will die with you.  
 But I have understanding as well as you;   I am not inferior to you.   Who does 
not know such things as these?  
 I am a laughingstock to my friends;   I, who called upon God and he answered 
me,   a just and blameless man, I am a laughingstock.  
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 Those at ease have contempt for misfortune,   but it is ready for those whose feet 
are unstable.  
 The tents of robbers are at peace,   and those who provoke God are secure,   who 
bring their god in their hands.    
    “With God are wisdom and strength;   he has counsel and understanding.  
 If he tears down, no one can rebuild;   if he shuts someone in, no one can open 
up.  
 If he withholds the waters, they dry up;   if he sends them out, they overwhelm 
the land.  
 With him are strength and wisdom;   the deceived and the deceiver are his.  
 He leads counselors away stripped,   and makes fools of judges.  
 He looses the sash of kings,   and binds a waistcloth on their loins.  
 He leads priests away stripped,   and overthrows the mighty.  
 He deprives of speech those who are trusted,   and takes away the discernment of 
the elders.  
 He pours contempt on princes,   and looses the belt of the strong.  
 He uncovers the deeps out of darkness,   and brings deep darkness to light.  
 He makes nations great, then destroys them;   he enlarges nations, then leads 
them away.  
 He strips understanding from the leaders of the earth,   and makes them wander 
in a pathless waste.  
 They grope in the dark without light;   he makes them stagger like a drunkard.   
 

2 Chron. 6:32-7:7 -   “Likewise when foreigners, who are not of your people 
Israel, come from a distant land because of your great name, and your mighty 
hand, and your outstretched arm, when they come and pray toward this house,  
may you hear from heaven your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigners ask 
of you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear 
you, as do your people Israel, and that they may know that your name has been 
invoked on this house that I have built.  
  “If your people go out to battle against their enemies, by whatever way you shall 
send them, and they pray to you toward this city that you have chosen and the 
house that I have built for your name,  then hear from heaven their prayer and 
their plea, and maintain their cause.  
   “If they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you are angry 
with them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to a 
land far or near;  then if they come to their senses in the land to which they have 
been taken captive, and repent, and plead with you in the land of their captivity, 
saying, ‘We have sinned, and have done wrong; we have acted wickedly’;  if they 
repent with all their heart and soul in the land of their captivity, to which they 
were taken captive, and pray toward their land, which you gave to their ancestors, 
the city that you have chosen, and the house that I have built for your name,  then 
hear from heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their pleas, maintain their 
cause and forgive your people who have sinned against you.  Now, O my God, let 
your eyes be open and your ears attentive to prayer from this place.  

 “Now rise up, O LORD God, and go to your resting place,   you and the ark of 
your might.  Let your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation,   and let 
your faithful rejoice in your goodness.  
 O LORD God, do not reject your anointed one.   Remember your steadfast love 
for your servant David.”  

  When Solomon had ended his prayer, fire came down from heaven and 
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled 
the temple.  The priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory 
of the LORD filled the LORD’S house.  When all the people of Israel saw the fire 
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come down and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed down on the 
pavement with their faces to the ground, and worshiped and gave thanks to the 
LORD, saying,  “For he is good,   for his steadfast love endures forever.”  
  Then the king and all the people offered sacrifice before the LORD.  King 
Solomon offered as a sacrifice twenty-two thousand oxen and one hundred twenty 
thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.  The 
priests stood at their posts; the Levites also, with the instruments for music to the 
LORD that King David had made for giving thanks to the LORD—for his steadfast 
love endures forever—whenever David offered praises by their ministry. Opposite 
them the priests sounded trumpets; and all Israel stood.  
  Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of 
the LORD; for there he offered the burnt offerings and the fat of the offerings of 
well-being because the bronze altar Solomon had made could not hold the burnt 
offering and the grain offering and the fat parts. 
 

Acts 11:19-30 -   Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that 
took place over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and 
they spoke the word to no one except Jews.  But among them were some men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, 
proclaiming the Lord Jesus.  The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number became believers and turned to the Lord.  News of this came to the ears 
of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.  When he came 
and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful 
to the Lord with steadfast devotion;  for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 
and of faith. And a great many people were brought to the Lord.  Then Barnabas 
went to Tarsus to look for Saul,  and when he had found him, he brought him to 
Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met with the church and taught a 
great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called 
“Christians.”  
  At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  One of them 
named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe 
famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of Claudius.  The 
disciples determined that according to their ability, each would send relief to the 
believers living in Judea;  this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and 
Saul. 
 

John 8:21-32 -   Again he said to them, “I am going away, and you will search for 
me, but you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.”  Then the 
Jews said, “Is he going to kill himself? Is that what he means by saying, ‘Where I 
am going, you cannot come’?”  He said to them, “You are from below, I am from 
above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.  I told you that you would die 
in your sins, for you will die in your sins unless you believe that I am he.”  They 
said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Why do I speak to you at all?  I 
have much to say about you and much to condemn; but the one who sent me is 
true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.”  They did not 
understand that he was speaking to them about the Father.  So Jesus said, “When 
you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I am he, and that I do 
nothing on my own, but I speak these things as the Father instructed me.  And the 
one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what is 
pleasing to him.”  As he was saying these things, many believed in him.  
  Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples;  and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.”  
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The Imitation of Christ  

I taught my prophets 

My son, says the Lord, listen to my words, the most delightful of all words, 
surpassing all the knowledge of the philosophers and wise men of this world. My 
words are spirit and life and cannot be comprehended by human senses alone. 

They are not to be interpreted according to the vain pleasure of the listener, but 
they must be listened to in silence and received with all humility and great 
affection. 

And I said: Blessed is the man whom you teach, Lord, and whom you instruct in 
your law; for him you soften the blow of the evil day, and you do not desert him 
on the earth.  

The Lord says, I have instructed my prophets from the beginning. Even to the 
present time I have not stopped speaking to all men, but many are deaf and 
obstinate in response.  

Many hear the world more easily than they hear God; they follow the desires of the 
flesh more readily than the pleasure of God. The world promises rewards that are 
temporal and insignificant, and these are pursued with great longing; I promise 
rewards that are eternal and unsurpassable, yet the hearts of mortals respond 
sluggishly. 

Who serves and obeys me in all matters with as much care as the world and its 
princes are served?  

Blush, then, you lazy, complaining servant, for men are better prepared for the 
works of death than you are for the works of life. They take more joy in vanity 
than you in truth.  

Yet they are often deceived in their hope, while my promise deceives no one, and 
leaves empty-handed no one who confides in me. What I have promised I shall 
give; what I have said I will fulfil for any man who remains faithful in my love 
unto the very end. I am the rewarder of all good men, the one who rigorously tests 
the devoted. 

Write my words in your heart and study them diligently, for they will be absolutely 
necessary in the time of temptation. Whatever you fail to understand in reading 
my words will become clear to you on the day of your visitation. 

I visit my elect in a double fashion, that is, with temptation and with consolation. 
And I read to them two lessons each day: one to rebuke them for their faults; the 
other to exhort them to increase their virtue. 

He who possesses my words yet spurns them earns his own judgement on the last 
day. 
 

TUESDAY 26, 28        !        36, 39 
 

Job 12:1,13:3-17,21-27 -   Then Job answered:  
 But I would speak to the Almighty,   and I desire to argue my case with God.  
 As for you, you whitewash with lies;   all of you are worthless physicians.  
 If you would only keep silent,   that would be your wisdom!  
 Hear now my reasoning,   and listen to the pleadings of my lips.  
 Will you speak falsely for God,   and speak deceitfully for him?  
 Will you show partiality toward him,   will you plead the case for God?  
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 Will it be well with you when he searches you out?   Or can you deceive him, as 
one person deceives another?  
 He will surely rebuke you   if in secret you show partiality.  
 Will not his majesty terrify you,   and the dread of him fall upon you?  
 Your maxims are proverbs of ashes,   your defenses are defenses of clay.    
    “Let me have silence, and I will speak,   and let come on me what may.  
 I will take my flesh in my teeth,   and put my life in my hand.  
 See, he will kill me; I have no hope;   but I will defend my ways to his face.  
 This will be my salvation,   that the godless shall not come before him.  
 Listen carefully to my words,   and let my declaration be in your ears.  
 withdraw your hand far from me,   and do not let dread of you terrify me.  
 Then call, and I will answer;   or let me speak, and you reply to me.  
 How many are my iniquities and my sins?   Make me know my transgression and 
my sin.  
 Why do you hide your face,   and count me as your enemy?  
 Will you frighten a windblown leaf   and pursue dry chaff?  
 For you write bitter things against me,   and make me reap the iniquities of my 
youth.  
 You put my feet in the stocks,   and watch all my paths;   you set a bound to the 
soles of my feet. 
 

1 Kings 8:65-9:9 -   So Solomon held the festival at that time, and all Israel with 
him—a great assembly, people from Lebo-hamath to the Wadi of Egypt—before the 
LORD our God, seven days.  On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they 
blessed the king, and went to their tents, joyful and in good spirits because of all 
the goodness that the LORD had shown to his servant David and to his people 
Israel.  

  When Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the king’s 
house and all that Solomon desired to build,  the LORD appeared to Solomon a 
second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon.  The LORD said to him, “I 
have heard your prayer and your plea, which you made before me; I have 
consecrated this house that you have built, and put my name there forever; my 
eyes and my heart will be there for all time.  As for you, if you will walk before me, 
as David your father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing 
according to all that I have commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my 
ordinances,  then I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I 
promised your father David, saying, ‘There shall not fail you a successor on the 
throne of Israel.’  
  “If you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my 
commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve other 
gods and worship them,  then I will cut Israel off from the land that I have given 
them; and the house that I have consecrated for my name I will cast out of my 
sight; and Israel will become a proverb and a taunt among all peoples.  This house 
will become a heap of ruins; everyone passing by it will be astonished, and will 
hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has the LORD done such a thing to this land and to 
this house?’  Then they will say, ‘Because they have forsaken the LORD their God, 
who brought their ancestors out of the land of Egypt, and embraced other gods, 
worshiping them and serving them; therefore the LORD has brought this disaster 
upon them.’” 
 

Acts 12:1-17 -   About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who 
belonged to the church.  He had James, the brother of John, killed with the 
sword.  After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. 
(This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.)  When he had seized him, he 
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put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 
intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover.  While Peter was kept 
in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him.  
  The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two 
chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were 
keeping watch over the prison.  Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a 
light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up 
quickly.” And the chains fell off his wrists.  The angel said to him, “Fasten your 
belt and put on your sandals.” He did so. Then he said to him, “Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me.”  Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize 
that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a 
vision.  After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the 
iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they 
went outside and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him.  Then 
Peter came to himself and said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel 
and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were 
expecting.”  
  As soon as he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John 
whose other name was Mark, where many had gathered and were praying.  When 
he knocked at the outer gate, a maid named Rhoda came to answer.  On 
recognizing Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the gate, 
she ran in and announced that Peter was standing at the gate.  They said to her, 
“You are out of your mind!” But she insisted that it was so. They said, “It is his 
angel.”  Meanwhile Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the gate, 
they saw him and were amazed.  He motioned to them with his hand to be silent, 
and described for them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he 
added, “Tell this to James and to the believers.” Then he left and went to another 
place. 
 

John 8:33-47 - They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made 
free’?”  
  Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin.  The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 
place there forever.  So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.  I know 
that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity to kill me, 
because there is no place in you for my word.  I declare what I have seen in the 
Father’s presence; as for you, you should do what you have heard from the 
Father.”  
  They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
Abraham’s children, you would be doing what Abraham did,  but now you are 
trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is 
not what Abraham did.  You are indeed doing what your father does.” They said 
to him, “We are not illegitimate children; we have one father, God himself.”  
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from 
God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, but he sent me.  Why do you 
not understand what I say? It is because you cannot accept my word.  You are 
from your father the devil, and you choose to do your father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies.  But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me.  Which 
of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?  Whoever 
is from God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear them is that you 
are not from God.”  
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The Imitation of Christ  

The Truth of the Lord endures for ever 

You thunder your judgements upon me, O Lord; you shake all my bones with fear 
and dread, and my soul becomes severely frightened. I am bewildered when I 
realise that even the heavens are not pure in your sight. 

If you discovered iniquity in the angels and did not spare them, what will become of me? 
The stars fell from heaven, and I, mere dust, what should I expect? Those whose 
works seemed praiseworthy fell to the depths, and I have seen those who once 
were fed with the bread of angels take comfort in the husks of swine. 

There is no holiness where you have withdrawn your hand, O Lord; no profitable 
wisdom if you cease to rule over it; no helpful strength if you cease to preserve it. 
If you forsake us, we sink and perish; but if you visit us, we rise up and live again. 
We are unstable, but you make us firm; we grow cool, but you inflame us. 

All superficial glory has been swallowed up in the depths of your judgement upon 
me. 

What is all flesh in your sight? Can the clay be glorified in opposition to its Maker? 

How can anyone be stirred by empty talk if his heart is subject in the truth to 
God? 

If a man is subject to truth, possession of the whole world cannot swell him with 
pride; nor will he be swayed by the flattery of his admirers, if he has established all 
his trust in God. 

For those who do nothing but talk amount to nothing; they fail with their din of 
words, but ‘the truth of the Lord endures for ever’. 
 

WEDNESDAY 38        !        119:25-48 
 

Job 12:1,14:1-22 -   Then Job answered:  
    “A mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble,  
 comes up like a flower and withers,   flees like a shadow and does not last.  
 Do you fix your eyes on such a one?   Do you bring me into judgment with you?  
 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?   No one can.  
 Since their days are determined,   and the number of their months is known to 
you,   and you have appointed the bounds that they cannot pass,  
 look away from them, and desist,   that they may enjoy, like laborers, their days.    
    “For there is hope for a tree,   if it is cut down, that it will sprout again,   and 
that its shoots will not cease.  
 Though its root grows old in the earth,   and its stump dies in the ground,  
 yet at the scent of water it will bud   and put forth branches like a young plant.  
 But mortals die, and are laid low;   humans expire, and where are they?  
 As waters fail from a lake,   and a river wastes away and dries up,  
 so mortals lie down and do not rise again;   until the heavens are no more, they 
will not awake   or be roused out of their sleep.  
 Oh that you would hide me in Sheol,   that you would conceal me until your 
wrath is past,   that you would appoint me a set time, and remember me!  
 If mortals die, will they live again?   All the days of my service I would wait   until 
my release should come.  
 You would call, and I would answer you;   you would long for the work of your 
hands.  
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 For then you would not number my steps,   you would not keep watch over my 
sin;  
 my transgression would be sealed up in a bag,   and you would cover over my 
iniquity.    
    “But the mountain falls and crumbles away,   and the rock is removed from its 
place;  
 the waters wear away the stones;   the torrents wash away the soil of the earth;   so 
you destroy the hope of mortals.  
 You prevail forever against them, and they pass away;   you change their 
countenance, and send them away.  
 Their children come to honor, and they do not know it;   they are brought low, 
and it goes unnoticed.  
 They feel only the pain of their own bodies,   and mourn only for themselves.” 
 

1 Kings 9:24-10:13 -   But Pharaoh’s daughter went up from the city of David to 
her own house that Solomon had built for her; then he built the Millo.  
  Three times a year Solomon used to offer up burnt offerings and sacrifices of 
well-being on the altar that he built for the LORD, offering incense before the 
LORD. So he completed the house.  
  King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth on the 
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.  Hiram sent his servants with the fleet, 
sailors who were familiar with the sea, together with the servants of Solomon.  
They went to Ophir, and imported from there four hundred twenty talents of 
gold, which they delivered to King Solomon.  

  When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, (fame due to the name 
of the LORD), she came to test him with hard questions.  She came to Jerusalem 
with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices, and very much gold, and 
precious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her 
mind.  Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the 
king that he could not explain to her.  When the queen of Sheba had observed all 
the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built,  the food of his table, the 
seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his 
valets, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there was 
no more spirit in her.  

  So she said to the king, “The report was true that I heard in my own land of your 
accomplishments and of your wisdom,  but I did not believe the reports until I 
came and my own eyes had seen it. Not even half had been told me; your wisdom 
and prosperity far surpass the report that I had heard.  Happy are your wives! 
Happy are these your servants, who continually attend you and hear your wisdom!  
Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the 
throne of Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king to 
execute justice and righteousness.”  Then she gave the king one hundred twenty 
talents of gold, a great quantity of spices, and precious stones; never again did 
spices come in such quantity as that which the queen of Sheba gave to King 
Solomon.  

  Moreover, the fleet of Hiram, which carried gold from Ophir, brought from 
Ophir a great quantity of almug wood and precious stones.  From the almug wood 
the king made supports for the house of the LORD, and for the king’s house, 
lyres also and harps for the singers; no such almug wood has come or been seen to 
this day.  

  Meanwhile King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba every desire that she 
expressed, as well as what he gave her out of Solomon’s royal bounty. Then she 
returned to her own land, with her servants. 
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Acts 12:18-25 -   When morning came, there was no small commotion among the 
soldiers over what had become of Peter.  When Herod had searched for him and 
could not find him, he examined the guards and ordered them to be put to death. 
Then Peter went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there.  
  Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they came to him in 
a body; and after winning over Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for a 
reconciliation, because their country depended on the king’s country for food.  
On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat on the platform, 
and delivered a public address to them.  The people kept shouting, “The voice of a 
god, and not of a mortal!”  And immediately, because he had not given the glory 
to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and 
died.  
  But the word of God continued to advance and gain adherents.  Then after 
completing their mission Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusalem and brought 
with them John, whose other name was Mark. 
 

John 8:47-59 - Whoever is from God hears the words of God. The reason you do 
not hear them is that you are not from God.”  
  The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and 
have a demon?”  Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor my Father, 
and you dishonor me.  Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is one who seeks it 
and he is the judge.  Very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see 
death.”  The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon. Abraham 
died, and so did the prophets; yet you say, ‘Whoever keeps my word will never 
taste death.’  Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets 
also died. Who do you claim to be?”  Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory 
is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, he of whom you say, ‘He is our God,’  
though you do not know him. But I know him; if I would say that I do not know 
him, I would be a liar like you. But I do know him and I keep his word.  Your 
ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it and was glad.”  
Then the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?”  Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I 
am.”  So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went 
out of the temple.  

From a commentary on John by Origen 

Christ spoke of his body as a temple 

Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up. 

It seems to me that Jesus meant the Jews in this episode to stand for sensual men 
and those desirous of carnal and sensual things. These Jews were angry at his 
expulsion of the people who were turning his Father’s house into a market. So 
they asked for a sign to justify these actions, a sign that would show that the Word 
of God, whom they refused to accept, was acting rightly. The Saviour’s reply 
combines a statement about the temple with a prophecy about his own body, for 
in answer to their question: What sign can you give to justify your conduct? he says: Destroy this 
temple and in three days I will raise it up. 

Indeed, I think that both the temple and the body of Jesus can be seen together as 
a type of the Church. For the Church is being built out of living stones; it is in 
process of becoming a spiritual dwelling for a holy priesthood, raised on the foundations of apostles 
and prophets, with Christ as its chief cornerstone. Hence it bears the name “temple.” On the 
other hand, it is written: You are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. Thus even 
the harmonious alignment of the stones should seem to be destroyed and 
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fragmented and, as described in the twenty-first psalm, all the bones which go to 
make up Christ’s body should seem to be scattered by insidious attacks in 
persecutions or times of trouble, or by those who in days of persecution 
undermine the unity of the temple, nevertheless the temple will be rebuilt and the 
body will rise again on the third day, after the day of evil which threatens it and 
the day of consummation which follows. For the third day will dawn upon a new 
heaven and a new earth when these bones that form the whole house of Israel are 
raised up on that great day of the Lord, when death has been defeated. So the 
resurrection of Christ, accomplished after his suffering on the cross, embraces 
the mystery of the resurrection of his whole body. 

For just as that physical body of Christ was crucified and buried, and afterward 
raised up, so in the same way the whole body of Christ’s holy ones has been 
crucified and lives no longer with its own life. For each of them, like Paul, makes 
his boast of nothing else but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which he has 
himself been crucified to the world, and the world to him. But each Christian has 
not only been crucified with Christ and crucified to the world; he has been buried 
with Christ too, as Paul tells us: We have been buried with Christ. But as though already 
in possession of some pledge of the resurrection, Paul goes on to say: And we have 
risen with him. 
  

THURSDAY 37:1-18        !        37:19-42 
 

Job 16:16-22,17:1,13-16 - My face is red with weeping,   and deep darkness is on 
my eyelids,  
 though there is no violence in my hands,   and my prayer is pure.    
    “O earth, do not cover my blood;   let my outcry find no resting place.  
 Even now, in fact, my witness is in heaven,   and he that vouches for me is on 
high.  
 My friends scorn me;   my eye pours out tears to God,  
 that he would maintain the right of a mortal with God,   as one does for a 
neighbor.  
 For when a few years have come,   I shall go the way from which I shall not 
return.  
 My spirit is broken, my days are extinct,   the grave is ready for me.  
 If I look for Sheol as my house,   if I spread my couch in darkness,  
 if I say to the Pit, ‘You are my father,’   and to the worm, ‘My mother,’ or ‘My 
sister,’  
 where then is my hope?   Who will see my hope?  
 Will it go down to the bars of Sheol?   Shall we descend together into the dust?” 
 

1 Kings 11:1-13 -   King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the 
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite 
women,  from the nations concerning which the LORD had said to the Israelites, 
“You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with you; for they 
will surely incline your heart to follow their gods”; Solomon clung to these in 
love.  Among his wives were seven hundred princesses and three hundred 
concubines; and his wives turned away his heart.  For when Solomon was old, his 
wives turned away his heart after other gods; and his heart was not true to the 
LORD his God, as was the heart of his father David.  For Solomon followed 
Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians, and Milcom the abomination of the 
Ammonites.  So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not 
completely follow the LORD, as his father David had done.  Then Solomon built 
a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the 



50 

abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem.  He did the 
same for all his foreign wives, who offered incense and sacrificed to their gods.  

  Then the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away 
from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice,  and had 
commanded him concerning this matter, that he should not follow other gods; 
but he did not observe what the LORD commanded.  Therefore the LORD said to 
Solomon, “Since this has been your mind and you have not kept my covenant and 
my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you 
and give it to your servant.  Yet for the sake of your father David I will not do it in 
your lifetime; I will tear it out of the hand of your son.  I will not, however, tear 
away the entire kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of my 
servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.” 
 

Acts 13:1-12 -   Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of 
the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul.  While they were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them.”  Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on 
them and sent them off.  
  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from 
there they sailed to Cyprus.  When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the 
word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John also to assist them.  
When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they met a certain 
magician, a Jewish false prophet, named Bar-jesus.  He was with the proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and 
wanted to hear the word of God.  But the magician Elymas (for that is the 
translation of his name) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul away from 
the faith.  But Saul, also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked 
intently at him and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, 
full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths 
of the Lord?  And now listen—the hand of the Lord is against you, and you will be 
blind for a while, unable to see the sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came 
over him, and he went about groping for someone to lead him by the hand.  When 
the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was astonished at the 
teaching about the Lord. 
 

John 9:1-17 -   As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so 
that God’s works might be revealed in him.  We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world.”  When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,  
saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see.  The neighbors and those who had 
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?”  Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone 
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”  But they kept asking him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?”  He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread 
it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.”  They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 
know.”  
  They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  Now it was 
a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  Then the Pharisees 
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also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put 
mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.”  Some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided.  So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”  

A sermon by Pope St Leo the Great 

I shall put my laws within them 

Dearly beloved, when our Lord Jesus Christ was preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom and healing various illnesses throughout the whole of Galilee, the fame 
of his mighty works spread into all of Syria, and great crowds from all parts of 
Judea flocked to the heavenly physician. Because human ignorance is slow to 
believe what it does not see, and equally slow to hope for what it does not know, 
those who were to be instructed in the divine teaching had first to be aroused by 
bodily benefits and visible miracles so that, once they had experienced his 
gracious power, they would no longer doubt the wholesome effect of his doctrine. 
In order, therefore, to transform outward healings into inward remedies, and to 
cure men’s souls now that he had healed their bodies, our Lord separated himself 
from the surrounding crowds, climbed to the solitude of a neighboring 
mountain, and called the apostles to himself. From the height of this mystical site 
he then instructed them in the most lofty doctrines, suggesting both by the very 
nature of the place and by what he was doing that it was he who long ago had 
honoured Moses by speaking to him. At that time, his words showed a terrifying 
justice, but now they reveal a sacred compassion, in order to fulfill what was 
promised in the words of the prophet Jeremiah: Behold the days are coming, says the Lord, 
when I shall establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. After those 
days, says the Lord, I shall put my laws within them and write them on their hearts. 

And so it was that he who had spoken to Moses spoke also to the apostles. Writing 
in the hearts of his disciples, the swift hand of the Word composed the ordinances 
of the new covenant. And this was not done as formerly, in the midst of dense 
clouds, amid terrifying sounds and lightning, so that the people were frightened 
away from approaching the mountain. Instead, there was a tranquil discourse 
which clearly reached the ears of all who stood nearby so that the harshness of the 
law might be softened by the gentleness of grace, and the spirit of adoption might 
dispel the terror of slavery.  

Concerning the content of Christ’s teaching, his own sacred words bear witness; 
thus whoever longs to attain eternal blessedness can now recognize the steps that 
lead to that high happiness. Blessed, he says, are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. It might have been unclear to which poor he was referring, if after the 
words Blessed are the poor, he had not added anything about the kind of poor he had 
in mind. For then the poverty that many suffer because of grave and harsh 
necessity might seem sufficient to merit the kingdom of heaven. 

But when he says: Blessed are the poor in spirit, he shows that the kingdom of heaven is 
to be given to those who are distinguished by their humility of soul rather than by 
their lack of worldly goods.   
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FRIDAY 31        !        35 
 

Job 19:1-7,14-27 -   Then Job answered:  
 “How long will you torment me,   and break me in pieces with words?  
 These ten times you have cast reproach upon me;   are you not ashamed to wrong 
me?  
 And even if it is true that I have erred,   my error remains with me.  
 If indeed you magnify yourselves against me,   and make my humiliation an 
argument against me,  
 know then that God has put me in the wrong,   and closed his net around me.  
 Even when I cry out, ‘Violence!’ I am not answered;   I call aloud, but there is no 
justice.  
 My relatives and my close friends have failed me;  
  the guests in my house have forgotten me;  my serving girls count me as a 
stranger;   I have become an alien in their eyes.  
 I call to my servant, but he gives me no answer;   I must myself plead with him.  
 My breath is repulsive to my wife;   I am loathsome to my own family.  
 Even young children despise me;   when I rise, they talk against me.  
 All my intimate friends abhor me,   and those whom I loved have turned against 
me.  
 My bones cling to my skin and to my flesh,   and I have escaped by the skin of my 
teeth.  
 Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends,   for the hand of God has 
touched me!  
 Why do you, like God, pursue me,   never satisfied with my flesh?    
    “O that my words were written down!   O that they were inscribed in a book!  
 O that with an iron pen and with lead   they were engraved on a rock forever!  
 For I know that my Redeemer lives,   and that at the last he will stand upon the 
earth;  
 and after my skin has been thus destroyed,   then in my flesh I shall see God,  
 whom I shall see on my side,   and my eyes shall behold, and not another.   My 
heart faints within me! 
 

1 Kings 11:26-43 -   Jeroboam son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant 
of Solomon, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow, rebelled against the 
king.  The following was the reason he rebelled against the king. Solomon built 
the Millo, and closed up the gap in the wall of the city of his father David.  The 
man Jeroboam was very able, and when Solomon saw that the young man was 
industrious he gave him charge over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph.  
About that time, when Jeroboam was leaving Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the 
Shilonite found him on the road. Ahijah had clothed himself with a new garment. 
The two of them were alone in the open country when Ahijah laid hold of the new 
garment he was wearing and tore it into twelve pieces.  He then said to Jeroboam: 
Take for yourself ten pieces; for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, “See, I 
am about to tear the kingdom from the hand of Solomon, and will give you ten 
tribes.  One tribe will remain his, for the sake of my servant David and for the 
sake of Jerusalem, the city that I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel.  This is 
because he has forsaken me, worshiped Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians, 
Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and has not 
walked in my ways, doing what is right in my sight and keeping my statutes and my 
ordinances, as his father David did.  Nevertheless I will not take the whole 
kingdom away from him but will make him ruler all the days of his life, for the 
sake of my servant David whom I chose and who did keep my commandments and 
my statutes;  but I will take the kingdom away from his son and give it to you—that 
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is, the ten tribes.  Yet to his son I will give one tribe, so that my servant David may 
always have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen to put my 
name.  I will take you, and you shall reign over all that your soul desires; you shall 
be king over Israel.  If you will listen to all that I command you, walk in my ways, 
and do what is right in my sight by keeping my statutes and my commandments, as 
David my servant did, I will be with you, and will build you an enduring house, as 
I built for David, and I will give Israel to you.  For this reason I will punish the 
descendants of David, but not forever.”  Solomon sought therefore to kill 
Jeroboam; but Jeroboam promptly fled to Egypt, to King Shishak of Egypt, and 
remained in Egypt until the death of Solomon.  

  Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did as well as his wisdom, are 
they not written in the Book of the Acts of Solomon?  The time that Solomon 
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.  Solomon slept with his 
ancestors and was buried in the city of his father David; and his son Rehoboam 
succeeded him. 
 

Acts 13:13-25 -   Then Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to 
Perga in Pamphylia. John, however, left them and returned to Jerusalem;  but 
they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the sabbath day 
they went into the synagogue and sat down.  After the reading of the law and the 
prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a message, saying, “Brothers, if 
you have any word of exhortation for the people, give it.”  So Paul stood up and 
with a gesture began to speak:   “You Israelites, and others who fear God, listen.  
The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and made the people great 
during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it.  
For about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness.  After he had 
destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an 
inheritance for about four hundred fifty years. After that he gave them judges 
until the time of the prophet Samuel.  Then they asked for a king; and God gave 
them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty 
years.  When he had removed him, he made David their king. In his testimony 
about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart, 
who will carry out all my wishes.’  Of this man’s posterity God has brought to 
Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised;  before his coming John had already 
proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  And as John was 
finishing his work, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but 
one is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his 
feet.’ 
 

John 9:18-41 -   The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 
his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and 
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?”  His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 
blind;  but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”  His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.  
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  
  So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.”  He answered, “I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.”  They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?”  He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”  
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Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.”  The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 
and obeys his will.  Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing.”  They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.  
  Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?”  He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him.”  Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.”  He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him.  
Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may 
see, and those who do see may become blind.”  Some of the Pharisees near him 
heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”  Jesus said to them, 
“If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
sin remains.  

St Leo the Great on the Beatitudes 

Blessed are the poor in spirit 

There is no doubt that the poor find it easier than the rich to receive the blessing 
of humility; for gentleness goes with poverty just as pride more commonly goes 
with riches. Nevertheless, very many rich people find that their wealth does not 
swell them up with pride: rather, they do good and benevolent things with it. For 
these people the greatest treasure is what they spend in relieving the distress and 
hardship of others. 

In the virtue of humility men of every kind and every standing meet together, 
because though they differ in their means they share a common purpose. Their 
inequality of wealth makes no difference if they are equal in spiritual blessings. 

What kind of poverty, then, is blessed? The kind that is not in love with earthly 
things and does not seek worldly riches: the kind that longs to be filled with the 
blessings of heaven. 

After our Lord himself, the Apostles have given us the best example of this 
greatness of heart in poverty. When their Master called, they instantly left behind 
all that they possessed, and from catching fish they turned swiftly to fishing for 
men. Their example inspired many to emulate their faith and so become like 
them: it was at this time that these first sons of the Church were of one heart and 
there was one spirit among believers. With all their possessions stripped away they 
received the riches of eternal blessings, and through the Apostles’ preaching they 
rejoiced at having nothing that the world could give and possessing all things with 
Christ. 

So it was that when the blessed apostle Peter was going up into the Temple and the 
cripple begged him for alms, he replied I have neither silver nor gold, but I will give you what I 
have: in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk! What could be higher than this 
lowliness? What could be richer than this poverty? He cannot give the support of 
money but he can give the gift of a restored nature. From the womb his mother 
brought him forth a cripple; by a word Peter raises him up to health. He did not 
give the image of Caesar stamped on a coin but he restored the image of Christ in 
the man himself. 
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The man who was given the power to walk was not the only one to receive help 
from this rich treasure. From the same act of miraculous healing Five thousand 
men received the gift of faith in the Apostle’s teaching. The poor man who could 
give nothing of what he was asked for restored one lame man to his feet but also 
healed the hearts of thousands: he found them lame and brought them to be lithe 
and agile in Christ. 
 

SATURDAY 30, 32        !        42, 43 
 

Job 22:1-4,21-23:7 -   Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:  
 “Can a mortal be of use to God?   Can even the wisest be of service to him?  
 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty if you are righteous,   or is it gain to him if you 
make your ways blameless?  
 Is it for your piety that he reproves you,   and enters into judgment with you?  
    “Agree with God, and be at peace;   in this way good will come to you.  
 Receive instruction from his mouth,   and lay up his words in your heart.  
 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored,   if you remove 
unrighteousness from your tents,  
 if you treat gold like dust,   and gold of Ophir like the stones of the torrent-bed,  
 and if the Almighty is your gold   and your precious silver,  
 then you will delight yourself in the Almighty,   and lift up your face to God.  
 You will pray to him, and he will hear you,   and you will pay your vows.  
 You will decide on a matter, and it will be established for you,   and light will 
shine on your ways.  
 When others are humiliated, you say it is pride;   for he saves the humble.  
 He will deliver even those who are guilty;   they will escape because of the 
cleanness of your hands.”  
   Then Job answered:  
 “Today also my complaint is bitter;   his hand is heavy despite my groaning.  
 Oh, that I knew where I might find him,   that I might come even to his dwelling!  
 I would lay my case before him,   and fill my mouth with arguments.  
 I would learn what he would answer me,   and understand what he would say to 
me.  
 Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power?   No; but he would give 
heed to me.  
 There an upright person could reason with him,   and I should be acquitted 
forever by my judge.   
 

1 Kings 12:1-20 -   Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to 
Shechem to make him king.  When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was 
still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned 
from Egypt.  And they sent and called him; and Jeroboam and all the assembly of 
Israel came and said to Rehoboam,  “Your father made our yoke heavy. Now 
therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke that he placed 
on us, and we will serve you.”  He said to them, “Go away for three days, then 
come again to me.” So the people went away.  
  Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older men who had attended his 
father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, “How do you advise me to answer 
this people?”  They answered him, “If you will be a servant to this people today 
and serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then they 
will be your servants forever.”  But he disregarded the advice that the older men 
gave him, and consulted with the young men who had grown up with him and now 
attended him.  He said to them, “What do you advise that we answer this people 
who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your father put on us’?”  The young 
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men who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus you should say to this people 
who spoke to you, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but you must lighten it for 
us’; thus you should say to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s loins.  
Now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My 
father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.’”  

  So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had 
said, “Come to me again the third day.”  The king answered the people harshly. 
He disregarded the advice that the older men had given him and spoke to them 
according to the advice of the young men, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I 
will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline 
you with scorpions.”  So the king did not listen to the people, because it was a 
turn of affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfill his word, which 
the LORD had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.  
 When all Israel saw that the king would not listen to them, the people answered 
the king,  “What share do we have in David?   We have no inheritance in the son 
of Jesse.  To your tents, O Israel!   Look now to your own house, O David.”  So 
Israel went away to their tents.  But Rehoboam reigned over the Israelites who 
were living in the towns of Judah.  When King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was 
taskmaster over the forced labor, all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam 
then hurriedly mounted his chariot to flee to Jerusalem.  So Israel has been in 
rebellion against the house of David to this day.  

  When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him to 
the assembly and made him king over all Israel. There was no one who followed 
the house of David, except the tribe of Judah alone. 
 

Acts 13:26-43 -   “My brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s family, and others 
who fear God, to us the message of this salvation has been sent.  Because the 
residents of Jerusalem and their leaders did not recognize him or understand the 
words of the prophets that are read every sabbath, they fulfilled those words by 
condemning him.  Even though they found no cause for a sentence of death, they 
asked Pilate to have him killed.  When they had carried out everything that was 
written about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb.  But 
God raised him from the dead;  and for many days he appeared to those who came 
up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, and they are now his witnesses to the 
people.  And we bring you the good news that what God promised to our 
ancestors he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising Jesus; as also it is 
written in the second psalm,  ‘You are my Son;   today I have begotten you.’  
As to his raising him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he has 
spoken in this way,  ‘I will give you the holy promises made to David.’  
Therefore he has also said in another psalm,  ‘You will not let your Holy One 
experience corruption.’  
For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, died, 
was laid beside his ancestors, and experienced corruption;  but he whom God 
raised up experienced no corruption.  Let it be known to you therefore, my 
brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you;  by this 
Jesus everyone who believes is set free from all those sins from which you could 
not be freed by the law of Moses.  Beware, therefore, that what the prophets said 
does not happen to you:  
 ‘Look, you scoffers!   Be amazed and perish,  for in your days I am doing a work,   
a work that you will never believe, even if someone tells you.’”  
  As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people urged them to speak about 
these things again the next sabbath.  When the meeting of the synagogue broke up, 
many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke 
to them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 
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John 10:1-18 -   “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.  The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out.  When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him because they know his voice.  They will not follow a stranger, but they 
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”  Jesus used 
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them.  
  So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  
All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them.  I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go 
out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  
  “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them.  The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 
the sheep.  I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,  just as 
the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  
I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and 
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  For this 
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.” 
 

St Leo the Great on the Beatitudes 

The blessedness of Christ's kingdom 

After pronouncing his blessing on poverty, the Lord added Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.  

Dearly beloved, this mourning that is promised eternal comfort has nothing in 
common with the afflictions of this world. No-one is made blessed by the kind of 
lamentation that the whole human race indulges in. The sighs and blessed tears of 
the saints have another cause. Holy sorrow comes from contemplating one’s own 
sins and the sins of others. It does not weep at the actions of divine justice but at 
the sins committed by human wickedness. It is the one who does evil here who is 
to be pitied, not the one who suffers it: for what the evil man has done thrusts 
him down to punishment, while what the just man has put up with leads him up 
into glory. 

Then the Lord added Blessed are the meek, for they shall have the earth for their inheritance. To 
the meek and gentle, to the lowly and unassuming, to all who are prepared to 
endure injury – to these the earth is promised. This is not a small or unimportant 
inheritance, as if “the earth” were somehow distinct from a dwelling-place in 
heaven: in fact, you must understand it as meaning that only the meek will enter 
the kingdom of heaven. This earth that is promised to the meek, that is to be given 
to the gentle to possess, is the body of the saints, whose humility will raise them 
up and clothe them in the glory of immortality, united at last with the Spirit of 
unity. Then the outer self will belong to the inner self at last, a peaceful and 
secure possession. 
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The meek will possess this inheritance in everlasting peace and their right to it will 
never grow less. Our present perishable nature must put on imperishability and this mortal nature 
must put on immortality, so that a danger to the soul becomes a reward and what was 
onerous becomes an honour. 

 

PROPER 18       Week of the Sunday closest to September 7 
 

SUNDAY 63:1-8(9-11), 98        !        103 
 

Job 25:1-6,27:1-6 -   Then Bildad the Shuhite answered:  
 “Dominion and fear are with God;   he makes peace in his high heaven.  
 Is there any number to his armies?   Upon whom does his light not arise?  
 How then can a mortal be righteous before God?   How can one born of woman 
be pure?  
 If even the moon is not bright   and the stars are not pure in his sight,  
 how much less a mortal, who is a maggot,   and a human being, who is a worm!”  
   Job again took up his discourse and said:  
 “As God lives, who has taken away my right,   and the Almighty, who has made my 
soul bitter,  
 as long as my breath is in me   and the spirit of God is in my nostrils,  
 my lips will not speak falsehood,   and my tongue will not utter deceit.  
 Far be it from me to say that you are right;   until I die I will not put away my 
integrity from me.  
 I hold fast my righteousness, and will not let it go;   my heart does not reproach 
me for any of my days.   
 

1 Kings 12:21-33 -   When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the 
house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, one hundred eighty thousand chosen 
troops to fight against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom to Rehoboam 
son of Solomon.  But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God:  Say to 
King Rehoboam of Judah, son of Solomon, and to all the house of Judah and 
Benjamin, and to the rest of the people,  “Thus says the LORD, You shall not go 
up or fight against your kindred the people of Israel. Let everyone go home, for 
this thing is from me.” So they heeded the word of the LORD and went home 
again, according to the word of the LORD.  

  Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and resided 
there; he went out from there and built Penuel.  Then Jeroboam said to himself, 
“Now the kingdom may well revert to the house of David.  If this people continues 
to go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, the heart of 
this people will turn again to their master, King Rehoboam of Judah; they will kill 
me and return to King Rehoboam of Judah.”  So the king took counsel, and made 
two calves of gold. He said to the people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem long 
enough. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt.”  He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.  And this thing 
became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one at Bethel and before 
the other as far as Dan.  He also made houses on high places, and appointed 
priests from among all the people, who were not Levites.  Jeroboam appointed a 
festival on the fifteenth day of the eighth month like the festival that was in Judah, 
and he offered sacrifices on the altar; so he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves 
that he had made. And he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places that he 
had made.  He went up to the altar that he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day 
in the eighth month, in the month that he alone had devised; he appointed a 
festival for the people of Israel, and he went up to the altar to offer incense. 
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Rev. 14:1-7,13 -   Then I looked, and there was the Lamb, standing on Mount 
Zion! And with him were one hundred forty-four thousand who had his name 
and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.  And I heard a voice from 
heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder; the 
voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps,  and they sing a 
new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the 
elders. No one could learn that song except the one hundred forty-four thousand 
who have been redeemed from the earth.  It is these who have not defiled 
themselves with women, for they are virgins; these follow the Lamb wherever he 
goes. They have been redeemed from humankind as first fruits for God and the 
Lamb,  and in their mouth no lie was found; they are blameless.  
  Then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to proclaim 
to those who live on the earth—to every nation and tribe and language and people.  
He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, for the hour of his 
judgment has come; and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 
springs of water.”  
  And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who 
from now on die in the Lord.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their 
labors, for their deeds follow them.” 
 

Matt. 5:13-20 -   “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how 
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out 
and trampled under foot.  
  “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
  “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come 
not to abolish but to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished.  Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  

A sermon of Pope St Leo the Great 

Christian wisdom 

The Lord then goes on to say: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be filled. This hunger is not for bodily food, this thirst is not for any earthly 
drink: it is a longing to be blessed with righteousness, and, by penetrating the 
secret of all mysteries, to be filled with the Lord himself. 

Happy is the soul that longs for the food of righteousness and thirsts for this kind 
of drink; it would not seek such things if it had not already savoured their delight. 
When the soul hears the voice of the Spirit saying to it through the prophet: Taste 
and see that the Lord is good, it has already received a portion of God’s goodness, and is 
on fire with love, the love that gives joy of the utmost purity. It counts as nothing 
all that belongs to time; it is entirely consumed with desire to eat and drink the 
food of righteousness. The soul lays hold of the true meaning of the first and 
great commandment: You shall love the Lord God with your whole heart, and your whole mind and 
your whole strength, for to love God is nothing else than to love righteousness. 

Finally, just as concern for one’s neighbour is added to love of God, so the virtue 
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of mercy is added to the desire for righteousness, as it is said: Blessed are the merciful, 
for God will be merciful to them. 

Remember, Christian, the surpassing worth of the wisdom that is yours. Bear in 
mind the kind of school in which you are to learn your skills, the rewards to which 
you are called. Mercy itself wishes you to be merciful, righteousness itself wishes 
you to be righteous, so that the Creator may shine forth in his creature, and the 
image of God be reflected in the mirror of the human heart as it imitates his 
qualities. The faith of those who live their faith is a serene faith. What you long 
for will be given you; what you love will be yours for ever. 

Since it is by giving alms that everything is pure for you, you will also receive that 
blessing which is promised next by the Lord: Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see 
God. Dear friends, great is the happiness of those for whom such a reward is 
prepared. Who are the clean of heart if not those who strive for those virtues we 
have mentioned above? What mind can conceive, what words can express the great 
happiness of seeing God? Yet human nature will achieve this when it has been 
transformed so that it sees the Godhead no longer in a mirror or obscurely but face to face – 
the Godhead that no man has been able to see. In the inexpressible joy of this 
eternal vision, human nature will possess what eye has not seen or ear heard, what manÕs 
heart has never conceived. 
 

MONDAY 41, 52        !        44 
 

Job 32:1-10,19-33:1,19-28  -   So these three men ceased to answer Job, because 
he was righteous in his own eyes.  Then Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite, of the 
family of Ram, became angry. He was angry at Job because he justified himself 
rather than God;  he was angry also at Job’s three friends because they had found 
no answer, though they had declared Job to be in the wrong.  Now Elihu had 
waited to speak to Job, because they were older than he.  But when Elihu saw that 
there was no answer in the mouths of these three men, he became angry.  
 Elihu son of Barachel the Buzite answered:  “I am young in years,   and you are 
aged;  therefore I was timid and afraid   to declare my opinion to you.  
 I said, ‘Let days speak,   and many years teach wisdom.’  
 But truly it is the spirit in a mortal,   the breath of the Almighty, that makes for 
understanding.  
 It is not the old that are wise,   nor the aged that understand what is right.  
 Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me;   let me also declare my opinion.’    
 My heart is indeed like wine that has no vent;   like new wineskins, it is ready to 
burst.  
 I must speak, so that I may find relief;   I must open my lips and answer.  
 I will not show partiality to any person   or use flattery toward anyone.  
 For I do not know how to flatter—   or my Maker would soon put an end to me!    
    “But now, hear my speech, O Job,   and listen to all my words.  
 They are also chastened with pain upon their beds,   and with continual strife in 
their bones,  
 so that their lives loathe bread,   and their appetites dainty food.  
 Their flesh is so wasted away that it cannot be seen;   and their bones, once 
invisible, now stick out.  
 Their souls draw near the Pit,   and their lives to those who bring death.  
 Then, if there should be for one of them an angel,   a mediator, one of a 
thousand,   one who declares a person upright,  
 and he is gracious to that person, and says,   ‘Deliver him from going down into 
the Pit;   I have found a ransom;  
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 let his flesh become fresh with youth;   let him return to the days of his youthful 
vigor.’  
 Then he prays to God, and is accepted by him,   he comes into his presence with 
joy,  and God repays him for his righteousness.  
  That person sings to others and says,  ‘I sinned, and perverted what was right,   
and it was not paid back to me.  
 He has redeemed my soul from going down to the Pit,   and my life shall see the 
light.’         
 

1 Kings 13:1-10 -   While Jeroboam was standing by the altar to offer incense, a 
man of God came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to Bethel and 
proclaimed against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, “O altar, altar, 
thus says the LORD: ‘A son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by name; 
and he shall sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who offer incense on 
you, and human bones shall be burned on you.’”  He gave a sign the same day, 
saying, “This is the sign that the LORD has spoken: ‘The altar shall be torn down, 
and the ashes that are on it shall be poured out.’”  When the king heard what the 
man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand 
from the altar, saying, “Seize him!” But the hand that he stretched out against him 
withered so that he could not draw it back to himself.  The altar also was torn 
down, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign that the man 
of God had given by the word of the LORD.  The king said to the man of God, 
“Entreat now the favor of the LORD your God, and pray for me, so that my hand 
may be restored to me.” So the man of God entreated the LORD; and the king’s 
hand was restored to him, and became as it was before.  Then the king said to the 
man of God, “Come home with me and dine, and I will give you a gift.”  But the 
man of God said to the king, “If you give me half your kingdom, I will not go in 
with you; nor will I eat food or drink water in this place.  For thus I was 
commanded by the word of the LORD: You shall not eat food, or drink water, or 
return by the way that you came.”  So he went another way, and did not return by 
the way that he had come to Bethel. 
 

Acts 13:44-52  -   The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the 
word of the Lord.  But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 
jealousy; and blaspheming, they contradicted what was spoken by Paul.  Then 
both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word 
of God should be spoken first to you. Since you reject it and judge yourselves to 
be unworthy of eternal life, we are now turning to the Gentiles.  For so the Lord 
has commanded us, saying,  ‘I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles,   so that 
you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  
  When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and praised the word of the Lord; 
and as many as had been destined for eternal life became believers.  Thus the 
word of the Lord spread throughout the region.  But the Jews incited the devout 
women of high standing and the leading men of the city, and stirred up 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their region.  So 
they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, and went to Iconium.  
And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.      
 

John 10:19-30 -   Again the Jews were divided because of these words.  Many of 
them were saying, “He has a demon and is out of his mind. Why listen to him?”  
Others were saying, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a 
demon open the eyes of the blind?”  
  At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,  
and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon.  So the Jews 
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If 
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you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”  Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do 
not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me;  but you do not 
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.  My sheep hear my voice. I know 
them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 
one will snatch them out of my hand.  What my Father has given me is greater 
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.  The Father and I 
are one.”  

A sermon by Pope St Leo the Great 

Whoever loves your law will have abundant peace 

The blessedness of seeing God is justly promised to the pure of heart. For the eye 
that is unclean would not be able to see the brightness of the true light, and what 
would be happiness to clear minds would be a torment to those that are defiled. 
Therefore, let the mists of worldly vanities be dispelled, and the inner eye be 
cleansed of all the filth of wickedness, so that the soul’s gaze may feast serenely 
upon the great vision of God. 

It is to the attainment of this goal that the next words refer: Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of God. This blessedness, dearly beloved, does not derive from 
any casual agreement or from any and every kind of harmony, but it pertains to 
what the Apostle says: Be at peace before the Lord, and to the words of the prophet: Those 
who love your law shall enjoy abundant peace; for them it is no stumbling block. Even the most 
intimate bonds of friendship and the closest affinity of minds cannot truly lay 
claim to this peace if they are not in agreement with the will of God. Alliances 
based on evil desires, covenants of crime and pacts of vice – all lie outside the 
scope of this peace. Love of the world cannot be reconciled with love of God, and 
the man who does not separate himself from the children of this generation 
cannot join the company of the sons of God. But those who keep God ever in 
their hearts, and are anxious to preserve the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, never dissent 
from the eternal law as they speak the prayer of faith. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

These then are the peacemakers; they are bound together in holy harmony and are 
rightly given the heavenly title of sons of God, co-heirs with Christ. And this is the reward 
they will receive for their love of God and neighbour: when their struggle with all 
temptation is finally over, there will be no further adversities to suffer or scandal 
to fear; but they will rest in the peace of God undisturbed, through our Lord who 
lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

TUESDAY 45        !        47, 48 
 

Job 29:1-20 -   Job again took up his discourse and said:  
 “Oh, that I were as in the months of old,   as in the days when God watched over 
me;  
 when his lamp shone over my head,   and by his light I walked through darkness;  
 when I was in my prime,   when the friendship of God was upon my tent;  
 when the Almighty was still with me,   when my children were around me;  
 when my steps were washed with milk,   and the rock poured out for me streams 
of oil!  
 When I went out to the gate of the city,   when I took my seat in the square,  
 the young men saw me and withdrew,   and the aged rose up and stood;  
 the nobles refrained from talking,   and laid their hands on their mouths;  
 the voices of princes were hushed,   and their tongues stuck to the roof of their 
mouths.  
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 When the ear heard, it commended me,   and when the eye saw, it approved;  
 because I delivered the poor who cried,   and the orphan who had no helper.  
 The blessing of the wretched came upon me,   and I caused the widow’s heart to 
sing for joy.  
 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me;   my justice was like a robe and a 
turban.  
 I was eyes to the blind,   and feet to the lame.  
 I was a father to the needy,   and I championed the cause of the stranger.  
 I broke the fangs of the unrighteous,   and made them drop their prey from their 
teeth.  
 Then I thought, ‘I shall die in my nest,   and I shall multiply my days like the 
phoenix;  
 my roots spread out to the waters,   with the dew all night on my branches;  
 my glory was fresh with me,   and my bow ever new in my hand.’   
 

1 Kings 16:23-34 - In the thirty-first year of King Asa of Judah, Omri began to 
reign over Israel; he reigned for twelve years, six of them in Tirzah.  

  He bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver; he fortified 
the hill, and called the city that he built, Samaria, after the name of Shemer, the 
owner of the hill.  

  Omri did what was evil in the sight of the LORD; he did more evil than all who 
were before him.  For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam son of Nebat, and in 
the sins that he caused Israel to commit, provoking the LORD, the God of Israel, 
to anger by their idols.  Now the rest of the acts of Omri that he did, and the 
power that he showed, are they not written in the Book of the Annals of the Kings 
of Israel?  Omri slept with his ancestors, and was buried in Samaria; his son Ahab 
succeeded him.  
  In the thirty-eighth year of King Asa of Judah, Ahab son of Omri began to reign 
over Israel; Ahab son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years.  
Ahab son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who were 
before him.  
  And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam son of 
Nebat, he took as his wife Jezebel daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and 
went and served Baal, and worshiped him.  He erected an altar for Baal in the 
house of Baal, which he built in Samaria.  Ahab also made a sacred pole. Ahab did 
more to provoke the anger of the LORD, the God of Israel, than had all the kings 
of Israel who were before him.  In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho; he laid its 
foundation at the cost of Abiram his firstborn, and set up its gates at the cost of 
his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which he spoke by 
Joshua son of Nun. 
 

Acts 14:1-18 -   The same thing occurred in Iconium, where Paul and Barnabas 
went into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of 
both Jews and Greeks became believers.  But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the 
Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers.  So they remained for a 
long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who testified to the word of his grace by 
granting signs and wonders to be done through them.  But the residents of the 
city were divided; some sided with the Jews, and some with the apostles.  And 
when an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to 
mistreat them and to stone them,  the apostles learned of it and fled to Lystra and 
Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country;  and there they 
continued proclaiming the good news.  
  In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never 
walked, for he had been crippled from birth.  He listened to Paul as he was 
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speaking. And Paul, looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be 
healed,  said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And the man sprang 
up and began to walk.  When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in 
the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!”  
Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he was the chief 
speaker.  The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen 
and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds wanted to offer sacrifice.  When the 
apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes and rushed out into 
the crowd, shouting,  “Friends, why are you doing this? We are mortals just like 
you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these worthless 
things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all 
that is in them.  In past generations he allowed all the nations to follow their own 
ways;  yet he has not left himself without a witness in doing good—giving you rains 
from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts with 
joy.”  Even with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering 
sacrifice to them. 
 

John 10:31-42 -   The Jews took up stones again to stone him.  Jesus replied, “I 
have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these are you 
going to stone me?”  The Jews answered, “It is not for a good work that we are 
going to stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, 
are making yourself God.”  Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, 
you are gods’?  If those to whom the word of God came were called ‘gods’—and the 
scripture cannot be annulled—  can you say that the one whom the Father has 
sanctified and sent into the world is blaspheming because I said, ‘I am God’s 
Son’?  If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me.  But if I 
do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, so that you may 
know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.”  Then they 
tried to arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands.  
  He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing 
earlier, and he remained there.  Many came to him, and they were saying, “John 
performed no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.”  And 
many believed in him there.  

A sermon by St Bernard 

I shall stand upon my watch-tower to see what the Lord will say to me 

We read in the gospel that when the Lord was teaching his disciples and urged 
them to share in his passion by the mystery of eating his body, some said: This is a 
hard saying, and from that time they no longer followed him. When he asked the 
disciples whether they also wished to go away, they replied: Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

I assure you, my brothers, that even to this day it is clear to some that the words 
which Jesus speaks are spirit and life, and for this reason they follow him. To others 
these words seem hard, and so they look elsewhere for some pathetic consolation. 
Yet wisdom cries out in the streets, in the broad and spacious way that leads to 
death, to call back those who take this path. Finally, he says: For forty years I have been 
close to this generation, and I said: They have always been faint-hearted. You also read in another 
psalm: God has spoken once. Once, indeed, because for ever. His is a single, 
uninterrupted utterance, because it is continuous and unending. 

He calls upon sinners to return to their true spirit and rebukes them when their 
hearts have gone astray, for it is in the true heart that he dwells and there he 
speaks, fulfilling what he taught through the prophet: Speak to the heart of Jerusalem. 
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You see, my brothers, how the prophet admonishes us for our advantage: If today 
you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. You can read almost the same words in the 
gospel and in the prophet. For in the gospel the Lord says: My sheep hear my voice. 
And in the psalm blessed David says: You are his people (meaning, of course, the 
Lord’s) and the sheep of his pasture. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Hear also the prophet Habakkuk in today’s reading. Far from hiding the Lord’s 
reprimands, he dwells on them with attentive and anxious care. He says: I will stand 
upon my watch- tower and take up my post on the ramparts, keeping watch to see what he will say to me 
and what answer I will make to those who try to confute me. I beg you, my brothers, stand upon 
our watch-tower, for now is the time for battle. Let all our dealings be in the 
heart, where Christ dwells, in right judgement and wise counsel, but in such a way 
as to place no confidence in those dealings, nor rely upon our fragile defences. 
 

WEDNESDAY 119:49-72        !        49,[53] 
 

Job 29:1,30:1-2,16-31 -   Job again took up his discourse and said:  
    “But now they make sport of me,   those who are younger than I,  whose fathers 
I would have disdained   to set with the dogs of my flock.  
 What could I gain from the strength of their hands?   All their vigor is gone.  
    “And now my soul is poured out within me;   days of affliction have taken hold 
of me.  
 The night racks my bones,   and the pain that gnaws me takes no rest.  
 With violence he seizes my garment;   he grasps me by the collar of my tunic.  
 He has cast me into the mire,   and I have become like dust and ashes.  
 I cry to you and you do not answer me;   I stand, and you merely look at me.  
 You have turned cruel to me;   with the might of your hand you persecute me.  
 You lift me up on the wind, you make me ride on it,   and you toss me about in 
the roar of the storm.  
 I know that you will bring me to death,   and to the house appointed for all living. 
   
    “Surely one does not turn against the needy,   when in disaster they cry for 
help.  
 Did I not weep for those whose day was hard?   Was not my soul grieved for the 
poor?  
 But when I looked for good, evil came;   and when I waited for light, darkness 
came.  
 My inward parts are in turmoil, and are never still;   days of affliction come to 
meet me.  
 I go about in sunless gloom;   I stand up in the assembly and cry for help.  
 I am a brother of jackals,   and a companion of ostriches.  
 My skin turns black and falls from me,   and my bones burn with heat.  
 My lyre is turned to mourning,   and my pipe to the voice of those who weep.   
 

1 Kings 17:1-24 -   Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, 
“As the LORD the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither 
dew nor rain these years, except by my word.”  The word of the LORD came to 
him, saying,  “Go from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the Wadi 
Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.  You shall drink from the wadi, and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed you there.”  So he went and did according to the 
word of the LORD; he went and lived by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the 
Jordan.  The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and 
meat in the evening; and he drank from the wadi.  But after a while the wadi dried 
up, because there was no rain in the land.  
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  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying,  “Go now to Zarephath, which 
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed 
you.”  So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, 
a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little 
water in a vessel, so that I may drink.”  As she was going to bring it, he called to 
her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.”  But she said, “As the 
LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a 
little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and 
prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”  Elijah said to her, 
“Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it 
and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son.  
For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied 
and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the 
earth.”  She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her 
household ate for many days.  The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the 
jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.  
  After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness 
was so severe that there was no breath left in him.  She then said to Elijah, “What 
have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!”  But he said to her, “Give me 
your son.” He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber 
where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed.  He cried out to the LORD, 
“O LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I 
am staying, by killing her son?”  Then he stretched himself upon the child three 
times, and cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this child’s life come 
into him again.”  The LORD listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child 
came into him again, and he revived.  Elijah took the child, brought him down 
from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; then Elijah 
said, “See, your son is alive.”  So the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you 
are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.” 
 

Acts 14:19-28 -   But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over 
the crowds. Then they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that 
he was dead.  But when the disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the 
city. The next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.  
  After they had proclaimed the good news to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra, then on to Iconium and Antioch.  There they 
strengthened the souls of the disciples and encouraged them to continue in the 
faith, saying, “It is through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of 
God.”  And after they had appointed elders for them in each church, with prayer 
and fasting they entrusted them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.  
  Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia.  When they had 
spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia.  From there they sailed back 
to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work 
that they had completed.  When they arrived, they called the church together and 
related all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith 
for the Gentiles.  And they stayed there with the disciples for some time. 
 

John 11:1-16 -   Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha.  Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume 
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.  So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.”  Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
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and her sister and Lazarus,  after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was.  
  Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”  The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?”  Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world.  But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.”  After saying 
this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.”  The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be 
all right.”  Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought 
that he was referring merely to sleep.  Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead.  For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.”  Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.”  

From a sermon by St Bernard of Clairvaux 

On the stages of contemplation 

Let us take our stand on the tower, leaning with all our strength on Christ, the 
most solid rock, as it is written: He has set my feet on a rock, he has guided my steps. Thus 
firmly established, let us begin to contemplate, to see what he is saying to us and 
what reply we ought to make to him. 

The first stage of contemplation, my dear brothers, is to consider constantly what 
God wants, what is pleasing to him, and what is acceptable in his eyes. We all 
offend in many things; our strength cannot match the rightness of God’s will and 
cannot be joined to it or made to fit with it. So let us humble ourselves under the 
powerful hand of the most high God and make an effort to show ourselves 
unworthy before his merciful gaze, saying Heal me, Lord, and I shall be healed; save me and I 
shall be saved. And again, Lord, have mercy on me; heal my soul because I have sinned against you. 

Once the eye of the soul has been purified by such considerations, we no longer 
abide within our spirit in a sense of sorrow, but abide rather in the Spirit of God 
with great delight. No longer do we consider what is the will of God for us, but 
rather what it is in itself.  

For our life is in his will. Thus we are convinced that what is according to his will 
is in every way better for us, and more fitting. And so, if we are concerned to 
preserve the life of our soul, we must be equally concerned to deviate as little as 
possible from his will. 

Thus having made some progress in our spiritual exercise under the guidance of 
the Spirit who gazes into the deep things of God, let us reflect how gracious the 
Lord is and how good he is in himself. Let us join the Prophet in praying that we 
may see the Lord’s will and frequent not our own hearts but the Lord’s temple; 
and let us also say, My soul is humbled within me, therefore I shall be mindful of you. 

These two stages sum up the whole of the spiritual life: when we contemplate 
ourselves we are troubled, and our sadness saves us and brings us to contemplate 
God; that contemplation in turn gives us the consolation of the joy of the Holy 
Spirit. Contemplating ourselves brings fear and humility; contemplating God 
brings us hope and love. 
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THURSDAY 50        !        [59,60] OR 93, 96 
 

Job 29:1,31:1-23 -   Job again took up his discourse and said:  
    “I have made a covenant with my eyes;   how then could I look upon a virgin?  
 What would be my portion from God above,   and my heritage from the Almighty 
on high?  
 Does not calamity befall the unrighteous,   and disaster the workers of iniquity?  
 Does he not see my ways,   and number all my steps?    
    “If I have walked with falsehood,   and my foot has hurried to deceit—  
 let me be weighed in a just balance,   and let God know my integrity!—  
 if my step has turned aside from the way,   and my heart has followed my eyes,   
and if any spot has clung to my hands;  
 then let me sow, and another eat;   and let what grows for me be rooted out.    
    “If my heart has been enticed by a woman,   and I have lain in wait at my 
neighbor’s door;  
 then let my wife grind for another,   and let other men kneel over her.  
 For that would be a heinous crime;   that would be a criminal offense;  
 for that would be a fire consuming down to Abaddon,   and it would burn to the 
root all my harvest.    
    “If I have rejected the cause of my male or female slaves,   when they brought a 
complaint against me;  
 what then shall I do when God rises up?   When he makes inquiry, what shall I 
answer him?  
 Did not he who made me in the womb make them?   And did not one fashion us 
in the womb?    
    “If I have withheld anything that the poor desired,   or have caused the eyes of 
the widow to fail,  
 or have eaten my morsel alone,   and the orphan has not eaten from it—  
 for from my youth I reared the orphan like a father,   and from my mother’s 
womb I guided the widow—  
 if I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing,   or a poor person without 
covering,  
 whose loins have not blessed me,   and who was not warmed with the fleece of my 
sheep;  
 if I have raised my hand against the orphan,   because I saw I had supporters at 
the gate;  
 then let my shoulder blade fall from my shoulder,   and let my arm be broken 
from its socket.  
 For I was in terror of calamity from God,   and I could not have faced his majesty. 
  
 

1 Kings 18:1-19 -   After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the 
third year of the drought, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab; I will send rain 
on the earth.”  So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab. The famine was severe 
in Samaria.  Ahab summoned Obadiah, who was in charge of the palace. (Now 
Obadiah revered the LORD greatly;  when Jezebel was killing off the prophets of 
the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets, hid them fifty to a cave, and 
provided them with bread and water.)  Then Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through 
the land to all the springs of water and to all the wadis; perhaps we may find grass 
to keep the horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.”  So they 
divided the land between them to pass through it; Ahab went in one direction by 
himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself.  
  As Obadiah was on the way, Elijah met him; Obadiah recognized him, fell on his 
face, and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?”  He answered him, “It is I. Go, tell 
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your lord that Elijah is here.”  And he said, “How have I sinned, that you would 
hand your servant over to Ahab, to kill me?  As the LORD your God lives, there is 
no nation or kingdom to which my lord has not sent to seek you; and when they 
would say, ‘He is not here,’ he would require an oath of the kingdom or nation, 
that they had not found you.  But now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord that Elijah is 
here.’  As soon as I have gone from you, the spirit of the LORD will carry you I 
know not where; so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will 
kill me, although I your servant have revered the LORD from my youth.  Has it 
not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, 
how I hid a hundred of the LORD’S prophets fifty to a cave, and provided them 
with bread and water?  Yet now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord that Elijah is here’; he 
will surely kill me.”  Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I 
stand, I will surely show myself to him today.”  So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, 
and told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah.  

  When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?”  He 
answered, “I have not troubled Israel; but you have, and your father’s house, 
because you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and followed the 
Baals.  Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the 
four hundred fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, 
who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 
 

Acts 15:1-11 -   Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching 
the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you 
cannot be saved.”  And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go 
up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the elders.  So they 
were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia 
and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy 
to all the believers.  When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 
church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done 
with them.  But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up 
and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law 
of Moses.”  
  The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter.  After there had 
been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that 
in the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through 
whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become 
believers.  And God, who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving 
them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us;  and in cleansing their hearts by faith he 
has made no distinction between them and us.  Now therefore why are you putting 
God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our 
ancestors nor we have been able to bear?  On the contrary, we believe that we will 
be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 
 

John 11:17-29 -   When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days.  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,  and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 
Mary stayed at home.  Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.  But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.”  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live,  and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
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never die. Do you believe this?”  She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”  
  When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”  And when she heard it, 
she got up quickly and went to him.  

St Bruno's commentary on Psalm 83 

If I forget you, Jerusalem 

How delightful is your dwelling-place, Lord of hosts! 

 My soul is weak with longing for the courts of your palace 

That is, for the broad spaces of the heavenly Jerusalem, which is the city of God. 

Blessed are they who dwell in your house: 

 they will praise you for ever. 

Now the psalmist shows why he desires to enter the courts of the Lord: Lord, God 
of all powers in heaven, my king and my God, blessed are they who dwell in your house. It is 
as if he said, ‘Who would not wish to enter your courts, since you are God, that is, 
the Creator, the Lord of the powers, the King, and since all are blessed who live 
in your house?’ Because ‘courts’ and ‘house’ mean the same thing here. When he 
says ‘blessed’ he means that they have all conceivable blessedness. And they are 
surely blessed, because they will praise you with loving devotion for ever, that is, 
for all eternity. They would not be able to praise the Lord for all eternity unless 
they were blessed for all eternity. 

Blessed the man whose help comes from you, 

 who has set his heart on climbing to you. 

But no-one can reach this blessedness on his own, even if he has hope, faith and 
love. Blessed is the man whose help comes from you – in other words, only the man whose 
help comes from you will attain the blessedness he has set his heart on. That is to say: 
the only people who will attain blessedness are those who set their hearts on 
climbing many steps of virtue and good works, but also receive the help of your 
grace. No-one can climb by himself, as the Lord himself has said: No-one has gone up 
to heaven except the Son of Man who is in heaven. 

I say that he is climbing to you because he now lives in the valley of tears, that is, in 
this present life, which is lowly and filled with the tears of tribulation; as opposed 
to the other life, which can be called a mountain in comparison, a mountain full 
of joy. 

Since the psalmist has said, Blessed the man whose help comes from you, one might ask, ‘Will 
God give his help?’ The answer is that help is truly offered by God to the blessed. 
For the lawgiver, that is, Christ, gave us the law and he gives us and will go on 
giving us blessings (that is, the many gifts of grace) by which he blesses his own 
people. This means he will raise them up to blessedness, and so they will go from 
strength to strength as they climb. In the future heavenly Zion Christ will be seen, the 
God of gods, and since he is God he will make his people divine also. Or, if you 
prefer, you can say that the God of gods, God the Trinity, will be visible in a 
spiritual sense in those who dwell in Zion. By the light of their understanding 
they will see God in themselves in a way that now they cannot, for God will be all 
in all. 
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FRIDAY 40,54        !        51 
 

Job 29:1,31:24-40 -   Job again took up his discourse and said:  
    “If I have made gold my trust,   or called fine gold my confidence;  
 if I have rejoiced because my wealth was great,   or because my hand had gotten 
much;  
 if I have looked at the sun when it shone,   or the moon moving in splendor,  
 and my heart has been secretly enticed,   and my mouth has kissed my hand;  
 this also would be an iniquity to be punished by the judges,   for I should have 
been false to God above.    
    “If I have rejoiced at the ruin of those who hated me,   or exulted when evil 
overtook them—  
 I have not let my mouth sin   by asking for their lives with a curse—  
 if those of my tent ever said,   ‘O that we might be sated with his flesh!’—  
 the stranger has not lodged in the street;   I have opened my doors to the 
traveler—  
 if I have concealed my transgressions as others do,   by hiding my iniquity in my 
bosom,  
 because I stood in great fear of the multitude,   and the contempt of families 
terrified me,   so that I kept silence, and did not go out of doors—  
 Oh, that I had one to hear me!   (Here is my signature! let the Almighty answer 
me!)   Oh, that I had the indictment written by my adversary!  
 Surely I would carry it on my shoulder;   I would bind it on me like a crown;  
 I would give him an account of all my steps;   like a prince I would approach him. 
   
    “If my land has cried out against me,   and its furrows have wept together;  
 if I have eaten its yield without payment,   and caused the death of its owners;  
 let thorns grow instead of wheat,   and foul weeds instead of barley.”     The words 
of Job are ended. 
 

1 Kings 18:20-40 -   So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the 
prophets at Mount Carmel.  Elijah then came near to all the people, and said, 
“How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the LORD is God, 
follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not answer him a word.  
Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD; 
but Baal’s prophets number four hundred fifty.  Let two bulls be given to us; let 
them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but 
put no fire to it; I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood, but put no 
fire to it.  Then you call on the name of your god and I will call on the name of 
the LORD; the god who answers by fire is indeed God.” All the people answered, 
“Well spoken!”  Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves 
one bull and prepare it first, for you are many; then call on the name of your god, 
but put no fire to it.”  So they took the bull that was given them, prepared it, and 
called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, crying, “O Baal, answer 
us!” But there was no voice, and no answer. They limped about the altar that they 
had made.  At noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud! Surely he is a god; 
either he is meditating, or he has wandered away, or he is on a journey, or 
perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.”  Then they cried aloud and, as was 
their custom, they cut themselves with swords and lances until the blood gushed 
out over them.  As midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of 
the oblation, but there was no voice, no answer, and no response.  

  Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come closer to me”; and all the people came 
closer to him. First he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown 
down;  Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons 
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of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, saying, “Israel shall be your 
name”;  with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. Then he made 
a trench around the altar, large enough to contain two measures of seed.  Next he 
put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood. He said, 
“Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.”  
Then he said, “Do it a second time”; and they did it a second time. Again he said, 
“Do it a third time”; and they did it a third time,  so that the water ran all around 
the altar, and filled the trench also with water.  
  At the time of the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near and 
said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that 
you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things 
at your bidding.  Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so that this people may know 
that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.”  Then 
the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, 
and the dust, and even licked up the water that was in the trench.  When all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The LORD indeed is God; the 
LORD indeed is God.”  Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do not 
let one of them escape.” Then they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to 
the Wadi Kishon, and killed them there. 
 

Acts 15:12-21 -   The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and 
Paul as they told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them 
among the Gentiles.  After they finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, 
listen to me.  Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, 
to take from among them a people for his name.  This agrees with the words of the 
prophets, as it is written,  
 ‘After this I will return,  and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has 
fallen;   from its ruins I will rebuild it,    and I will set it up,  
 so that all other peoples may seek the Lord—   even all the Gentiles over whom my 
name has been called.    Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things 
known from long ago.’  Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not 
trouble those Gentiles who are turning to God,  but we should write to them to 
abstain only from things polluted by idols and from fornication and from 
whatever has been strangled and from blood.  For in every city, for generations 
past, Moses has had those who proclaim him, for he has been read aloud every 
sabbath in the synagogues.” 
 

John 11:30-44 - Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him.  The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.  When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.”  When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved.  He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 
come and see.”  Jesus began to weep.  So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  
But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?”  
  Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it.  Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.”  Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?”  So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, 
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but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.”  When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.”  

A sermon by Isaac, abbot of Stella 

It is not Christ's will to forgive without the Church 

There are two things that are God’s and God’s alone: the honour of receiving 
confession and the power of granting forgiveness. Confession is what we must 
make to him, and forgiveness is what we must hope to receive from him. The 
power to forgive sins belongs only to God, and this is why we must confess them 
to him. 

But God has taken a bride. The Almighty has taken the feeble one, the Most High 
has taken the lowly one – out of a servant he has made a queen. She was behind 
and beneath him and he raised her to be at his side. From out of his wounded side 
she came, and he took her to be his bride. 

Just as all that the Father has is the Son’s, so too what the Son has is the Father’s, 
since they share the same undivided nature. In just the same way the bridegroom 
gave all that was his to the bride and shared all that she had, making her one with 
himself and the Father. Hear the Son making his plea to the Father for his bride: I 
desire that just as you and I are one, so these should be one with us. 

The bridegroom is one with the Father and one with his bride. Whatever in her 
was foreign to her nature he took away from her and nailed to the cross. He 
carried her sins with him onto the tree and by the tree he took them away from 
her. Whatever was natural and and proper to her he took on and clothed himself 
in it. Whatever was divine and proper to him, he bestowed on her. He took away 
what was diabolical, took on what was human, conferred what was divine, so that 
all that the bride possessed should be the bridegroom’s also. Thus it is that he who 
has committed no sin, on whose lips is no deceit, can say Take pity on me, Lord, for I am 
weak – for he who shares in his bride’s weakness must share in her lament, and 
thus all that is the bridegroom’s is the bride’s also. Here is where the honour of 
confession comes from, and the power of forgiveness, so that it can truly be said: 
Go and show yourself to the priest! 

The Church can forgive nothing without Christ, and it is Christ’s will to forgive 
nothing except with the Church. The Church can forgive no-one except the 
penitent – that is, one who has been touched by Christ – and Christ does not wish 
to forgive anyone who does not value the Church. What God has united, man must not 
divide, says Christ, and Paul adds, I am saying that this great mystery applies to Christ and the 
Church. 

Do not sever the head from the body so that Christ is whole no longer. For Christ 
is not whole without the Church, nor is the Church whole without Christ. This is 
why he says No-one has gone up to heaven except the Son of Man who is in heaven. He is the only 
man who can forgive sins. 
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SATURDAY 55        !        138,139:1-17(18-23) 
 

Job 38:1-17 -   Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:  
 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  
 Gird up your loins like a man,   I will question you, and you shall declare to me.    
    “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?   Tell me, if you have 
understanding.  
 Who determined its measurements—surely you know!   Or who stretched the line 
upon it?  
 On what were its bases sunk,   or who laid its cornerstone 
 when the morning stars sang together   and all the heavenly beings shouted for 
joy?    
    “Or who shut in the sea with doors   when it burst out from the womb?—  
 when I made the clouds its garment,   and thick darkness its swaddling band,  
 and prescribed bounds for it,   and set bars and doors,  
 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther,   and here shall your proud 
waves be stopped’?    
    “Have you commanded the morning since your days began,   and caused the 
dawn to know its place,  
 so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,   and the wicked be shaken out 
of it?  
 It is changed like clay under the seal,   and it is dyed like a garment.  
 Light is withheld from the wicked,   and their uplifted arm is broken.    
    “Have you entered into the springs of the sea,   or walked in the recesses of the 
deep?  
 Have the gates of death been revealed to you,   or have you seen the gates of deep 
darkness? 
 

1 Kings 18:41-19:8 -   Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is a 
sound of rushing rain.”  So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. Elijah went up to 
the top of Carmel; there he bowed himself down upon the earth and put his face 
between his knees.  He said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” He 
went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” Then he said, “Go again seven 
times.”  At the seventh time he said, “Look, a little cloud no bigger than a 
person’s hand is rising out of the sea.” Then he said, “Go say to Ahab, ‘Harness 
your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.’”  In a little while the heavens 
grew black with clouds and wind; there was a heavy rain. Ahab rode off and went 
to Jezreel.  But the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; he girded up his loins and 
ran in front of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.  

  Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets 
with the sword.  Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods 
do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by 
this time tomorrow.”  Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.  

  But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O 
LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.”  Then he lay 
down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and 
said to him, “Get up and eat.”  He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked 
on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again.  The 
angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, 
otherwise the journey will be too much for you.”  He got up, and ate and drank; 
then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the 
mount of God. 
 



75 

Acts 15:22-35 -   Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole 
church, decided to choose men from among their members and to send them to 
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, 
leaders among the brothers,  with the following letter: “The brothers, both the 
apostles and the elders, to the believers of Gentile origin in Antioch and Syria and 
Cilicia, greetings.  Since we have heard that certain persons who have gone out 
from us, though with no instructions from us, have said things to disturb you and 
have unsettled your minds,  we have decided unanimously to choose 
representatives and send them to you, along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,  
who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have 
therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by 
word of mouth.  For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on 
you no further burden than these essentials:  that you abstain from what has been 
sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from 
fornication. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.”  
  So they were sent off and went down to Antioch. When they gathered the 
congregation together, they delivered the letter.  When its members read it, they 
rejoiced at the exhortation.  Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, said 
much to encourage and strengthen the believers.  After they had been there for 
some time, they were sent off in peace by the believers to those who had sent 
them.  But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, and there, with many others, 
they taught and proclaimed the word of the Lord. 
 

John 11:45-54 -   Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  But some of them went to the Pharisees and 
told them what he had done.  So the chief priests and the Pharisees called a 
meeting of the council, and said, “What are we to do? This man is performing 
many signs.  If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the 
Romans will come and destroy both our holy place and our nation.”  But one of 
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing 
at all!  You do not understand that it is better for you to have one man die for the 
people than to have the whole nation destroyed.”  He did not say this on his own, 
but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was about to die for the 
nation,  and not for the nation only, but to gather into one the dispersed children 
of God.  So from that day on they planned to put him to death.  
  Jesus therefore no longer walked about openly among the Jews, but went from 
there to a town called Ephraim in the region near the wilderness; and he 
remained there with the disciples. 
 

An oration by St Athanasius on the incarnation of the Word 

Make our lives new as they were at the beginning 

God the Word of the great and good Father did not abandon human nature as it 
was falling into corruption and decay. By offering his own body he wiped out the 
death towards which mankind was heading. By his teaching he healed their 
ignorance, and by his power and might he re-founded the whole of human 
nature. 

If you want confirmation of this, look to the authority of Christ’s own disciples 
and what they have written about God: The love of Christ overwhelms us when we reflect that if 
one man has died for all, then all men should be dead; and the reason he died for all was so that living men 
should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised to life for them, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And again: We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the angels and is now 
crowned with glory and splendour because he submitted to death; by GodÕs grace he had to experience death 
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for all mankind. Then he gives the reason why only God the Word could become 
man: It was appropriate that God, for whom everything exists and through whom everything exists, should 
make perfect, through suffering, the leader who would take them to their salvation. These words 
mean that the rescue of mankind from corruption and decay was the task of none 
other than God the Word, by whom they were originally created. 

The Word’s purpose behind taking on a body was that he should become a 
sacrifice for bodies of the same kind, as scripture says: Since all the children share the same 
blood and flesh, he too shared equally in it, so that by his death he could take away all the power of him 
who had power over death, and set free all those who had been held in slavery all their lives by the fear of 
death. So by offering up his own body he brought an end to the law that had been 
condemning us, and by giving us the hope of resurrection he gave our lives a new 
beginning. 

It was through the act of man that death received power over man, and through 
the act of God the Word for man that death lost its power and the resurrection of 
life took its place. Thus Paul said: Death came through one man and in the same way the 
resurrection of the dead has come through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought 
to life in Christ... and so on. We no longer die to be condemned, we die to be raised 
up and await the resurrection of all, which God will bring about at a time of his 
choosing, the creator of all things and the giver of all gifts. 

 

 


