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Proper 11 Week of the Sunday closest to July 20

Sunday

Joshua 6:127- On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and marched ar
the city in the same manner seven tith@gas only on that day that they marched
around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, when the priests had blov
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, OShout! For the LORD has given you the
The city and all that is in it shall be devatethe LORD for destruction. Only Rahal
the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live because she hid tt
messengers we sent. As for you, keep away from the things devoted to destruc
as not to covet and take any of the devategstand make the camp of Israel an
object for destruction, bringing trouble upon it. But all silver and gold, and vesse
bronze and iron, are sacred to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the
LORD.O So the people shouted, and the trumpeg¢sbi@wn. As soon as the people
heard the sound of the trumpets, they raised a great shout, and the wall fell dov
so the people charged straight ahead into the city and captured it. Then they de
to destruction by the edge of the sword all irtittyeboth men and women, young
and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys.

Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, OGo into the prostitut
house, and bring the woman out of it and all who belong to her, as you swore tc
So the young merhw had been spies went in and brought Rahab out, along witr
father, her mother, her brothers, and all who belonged tithey brought all her
kindred oufland set them outside the camp of Israel. They burned down the city
everything in it; only th silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, they
into the treasury of the house of the LORD. But Rahab the prostitute, with her f
and all who belonged to her, Joshua spared. Her family has lived in Israel ever
For she hid the mssngers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

Joshua then pronounced this oath, saying, OCursed before the LORD be anyo
tries to build this cityithis Jericho! At the cost of his firstborn he shall lay its
foundation, and at the cost of his youngesshall set up its gates!O

So the LORD was with Joshua; and his fame was in all the land.

1 Samuel 23:718- ONow it was told Saul that David had come to Keilah. And Se
said, OGod has given him into my hand; for he has shut himself in by emtsving ¢
that has gates and bars.O Saul summoned all the people to war, to go down to
to besiege David and his men. When David learned that Saul was plotting evil
him, he said to the priest Abiathar, OBring the ephod here.O David said, OO LC
the God of Israel, your servant has heard that Saul seeks to come to Ke|lah to
the city on my account. And now, will Saul come down as your servant has hea
LORD, the God of Israel, | beseech you, tell your servant.O The LORD said, Ot
come down.O Then Dawd said, OWill the men of Keilah surrender me and my r
into the hand of Saul?0 The LORD said, OThey will surrender you.O Then Dav
his men, who were about six hundred, set out and left Keilah; they wandered
wherever they could gévhen Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah,
gave up the expedition. David remained in the strongholds in the wilderness, in
hill country of the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every day, but the LORLC
not give him into his hand.

David was in the Wilderness of Ziph at Horesh when he learned that Saul had ¢
out to seek his life. SaulOs son Jonathan set out and came to David at Horesh;
strengthened his hand through the LORD. He said to him, ODo not be afraid; fc
handof my father Saul shall not find you; you shall be king over Israel, and | she
second to you; my father Saul also knows that this is so0.O Then the two of then
a covenant before the LORD; David remained at Horesh, and Jonathan went hc



Acts 2:30-23:11- Since he wanted to find out what Paul was being accused of
the Jews, the next day he released him and ordered the chief priests and the el
council to meet. He brought Paul down and had him stand before them.

While Paul was lookiigently at the council he said, OBrothers, up to this day |
have lived my life with a clear conscience before God.O Then the high priest Ar
ordered those standing near him to strike him on the mouth. At this Paul said to
OGod will strike you, yavhitewashed wall! Are you sitting there to judge me
according to the law, and yet in violation of the law you order me to be struck?C
Those standing nearby said, ODo you dare to insult GodOs high priest?0 And |
said, Ol did not realize, brothers, thatwas_high priest; for it is written, OYou shal
not speak evil of a leader of your people.OO

When Paul noticed that some were Sadducees and others were Pharisees, he
out in the council, OBrothers, | am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. riam on t
concerning the hope of the resurrection of the dead.O When he said this, a diss
began between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divid
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, or angel, or spirit; but the Pharisee
acknowledge all three.) Then a great clamor arose, and certain scribes of the
PhariseesO group stood up and contended, OWe find nothing wrong with this n
What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?0O When the dissension became
the tribune,fearing that they would tear Paul to pieces, ordered the soldiers to g
down, take him by force, and bring him into the barracks.

That night the Lord stood near him and said, OKeep up your courage! For just
you have testified for me in Jerusalenyosomust bear witness also in Rome.O

Mark 2:3-12- When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reporte:
he was at home. So many gathered around that there was no longer room for tl
not even in front of the door; and he was speakingdheto them. Then some
people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And wh
they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof
him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on thieigiaralytic

lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, OSon, your sins are fol
Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, OWhy d
this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgiwet €bw&l alone?O
At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions
themselves; and he said to them, OWhy do you raise such questions in your he
Which is easier, to say to the paralyt|c OYour sins are forgiteesa®, @Stand up
and take your mat and walkO? But so that you may know that the Son of Man f
authority on earth to forgive sifé@ said to the paralyfl®I say to you, stand up,
take your mat and go to your home.O And he stood up, and immediatély toak
and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God
saying, OWe have never seen anything like this!O

From the beginning of a letter to the Magnesians by Saint Ignatius of Antiocl|
bishop and martyr

We should beié@sish deed, as well as in name

Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the church at Magnesia on the Meander, a
church blessed with the grace of God the Father in Christ Jesus, our Saviour, ir
whom | salute you. | send you every good wish in God the &adtirrJesus Christ.

| was delighted to hear of your love of God, seonadired and devout, and so |
decided to address you in the faith of Jesus Christ. Honoured as | am with a na
the greatest splendour, though | am still in chains | sing wipirdises of the
churches, and pray that they be united with the flesh and the spirit of Jesus Chr
who is our eternal life; a union in faith and love, to which nothing must be prefel
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and above all a union with Jesus and the Father, for if in himduee all the power
of the prince of this world, and escape unharmed, we shall make our way to Go

| have had the honour of seeing you in the person of Damas your bishop, a mau
God, and in the persons of your worthy presbyters, Bassus and Apdlodiors;
fellowservant, the deacon Zotion; may | continue to take delight in him for he is
obedient to the bishop as to the grace of God, and to the presbyters as to the le
Jesus Christ.

Now it hardly becomes you to presume on your bishopOs youthesuhaving
regard to the power of God the Father, to show him every mark of respect. This
understand, is what your holy presbyters do, not taking advantage of his youthf
condition but deferring to him with the prudence which comes from God, @rrath
not to him but to the Father of Jesus Christ, to the bishop of all. So then, for the
honour of him who loves us, it is proper to obey without hypocrisy; for a man dc
not so much deceive the bishop he can see as try to deceive the bishop he can
In such a case he has to reckon not with a man, but with God who knows the st
the heart.

We should then really live as Christians and not merely have the name; for mar
invoke the bishopOs name but do everything apart from him. Such mendbthink,
not have a good conscience, for they do not assemble lawfully as commanded.

All things have an end, and two things, life and death, are side by side set befol
and each man will go his own placst.as there are two coinages, one of God and
other of the world. each with its own image, so unbelievers bear the image of th
world, and those who have faith with love bear the image of God the Father thre
Jesus Christ. Unless we are ready through his power to die in the likeness of hi
passionhis life is not in us.

Monday

Joshua 7:113- But the Israelites broke faith in regard to the devoted things: Ack
son of Carmi son of Zabdi son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the
devoted things; and the anger of the LORD burned agiaénisraelites.

Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near@8th, east of Bethel, and
said to them, OGo up and spy out the land.O And the men went up and spied o
Then they returned to Joshua and said to him, ONot all the people npedigput
two or three thousand men should go up and attack Ai. Since they are so few, ¢
make the whole people toil up there.O So about three thousand of the people w
there; and they fled before the men of Ai. The men of Ai killed about shirtf
them, chasing them from outside the gate as far as Shebarim and killing them c
slope. The hearts of the people melted and turned to water.

Then Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the ground on his face before the ark
LORD until theevening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their h
Joshua said, OAh, Lord GOD! Why have you brought this people across the Jo
all, to hand us over to the Amorites so as to destroy us? Would that we had bee
content to settle lyend the Jordan! O Lord, what can | say, now that Israel has
turned their backs to their enemies! The Canaanites and all the inhabitants of tt
land will hear of it, and surround us, and cut off our name from the earth. Then
what will you do for your greaame?0O

The LORD said to Joshua, OStand up! Why have you fallen upon your face? |
has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that | imposed on them. They
taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have acted deceitfully
they have put them among their own belongings. Therefore the Israelites are ur
to stand before their enemies; they turn their backs to their enemies, because tl
have become a thing devoted for destruction themselves. | will be with you no r
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unles you destroy the devoted things from among you. Proceed to sanctify the
people, and say, OSanctify yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, tt
of Israel, OThere are devoted things among you, O Israel; you will be unable to
before your eemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.O

1 Samuel 24:22 - OWhen Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was t
ODavid is in the wilderness of §di.O Then Saul took three thousand chosen mi
out of all Israel, and weto look for David and his men in the direction of the Roc
of the Wild Goats. He came to the sheepfolds beside the road, where there was
and Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the
innermost parts of the cavéhe men of David said to him, OHere is the day of wh
the LORD said to you, Ol will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do
him as it seems good to you.OO Then David went and stealthily cut off a cornel
SaulOs cloak. Afterward David triekes to the heart because he had cut off a cor
of SaulOs cloak. He said to his men, OThe LORD forbid that | should do this thi
my lord, the LORDOS anointed, to raise my hand against him; for he is the LOF
anointed.O So David scolded his neserely and did not permit them to attack Sat
Then Saul got up and left the cave, and went on his way.

Afterwards David also rose up and went out of the cave and called after Saul, C
the king!O When Saul looked behind him, David bowed withehis the ground,
and did obeisance. David said to Saul, OWhy do you listen to the words of thos
say, ODavid seeks to do you harmO? This very day your eyes have seen how t
gave you into my hand in the cave; and some urged me to kill yapavatlyou. |
said, Ol will not raise my hand against my lord; for he is the LORDOS anointed.
my father, see the corner of your cloak in my hand; for by the fact that | cut off t
corner of your cloak, and did not kill you, you may know for cehatithere is no
wrong or treason in my hands. | have not sinned against you, though you are hi
me to take my life. May the LORD judge between me and you! May the LORD
me on you; but my hand shall not be against you. As the ancient proy@gtgs
the wicked comes forth wickednessO; but my hand shall not be against you. Ag
whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead dog? A ¢
flea? May the LORD therefore be judge, and give sentence between me and yc
he ge to it, and plead my cause, and vindicate me against you.O

When David had finished speaklng these words to Saul, Saul said, Ols this you
my son David?0 Saul lifted up his voice and wept. He said to DaV|d OYou are
righteous than I; for yobave repaid me good, whereas | have repaid you evil. Tc
you have explained how you have dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me
the LORD put me into your hands. For who has ever found an enemy, and sent
enemy safely away? So may thelL@®Rard you with good for what you have dont
to me this day. Now | know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom «
Israel shall be established in your hand. Swear to me therefore by the LORD th
will not cut off my descendants after nmel that you will not wipe out my name
from my fatherOs house.O So David swore this to Saul. Then Saul went home;
David and his men went up to the stronghold.O

Romans 13:814- Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one
loves andter has fulfilled the law. The commandments, OYou shall not commit
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covetO; and a
other commandment, are summed up in this word, OLove your neighbor as you
Love does no wrong to aighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wa
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 1
night is far gone, the day is ndagt us then lay aside the works of darkness and
on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealo!
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Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ] amake no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.

Matt. 26:36-46 - Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; an
said to his disciples, OSit here while | go over there and pray.O He took with hit
and the two sons of Zeleed and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said
them, Ol am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with r
And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, OMy Fath
it is possible, let this cupspafrom me; yet not what | want but what you want.O T
he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, OSo, ¢
you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not ¢
the time of trial; the spirit ideed is willing, but the flesh is weak.O Again he went
away for the second time and prayed, OMy Father, if this cannot pass unless | (
your will be done.O Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes wer
heavy. So leaving them again, &et\away and prayed for the third time, saying th
same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, OAre you still sle
and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed
the hands of sinners. Get up, lethgsgoing. See, my betrayer is at hand.O

St Ignatius of Antioch's letter to the Magnesians
United in one prayer and one hope, in joy and holiness

Since | have met the persons | have just mentioned and seeing and embracing
have seen and embraced waliole congregation, | exhort yiitbe zealous to do all

things in harmony with God, with the bishop presiding in the place of God, and "

presbyters in the place of the Council of the Apostles, and the deacons, who ar
dear to me, entrusted with teervice of Jesus Christ, who was from eternity with
Father and was made manifest at the end of time. Be all in conformity with God
respect one another, and let no man judge his neighbour according to the flesh
in everything love one anothierJesus Christ. Let there be nothing in you which ci
divide you, but be united with the bishop and with those who preside over you &
example and lesson of immortality.

Just as the Lord was united to the Father and did nothing without him, neither b
himself nor through the Apostles, so you also must do nothing without the bishc
and the presbyters. Do not attempt to make anything appear right for you by
yourselves, but let there be in common one prayer, one supplication, one mind,
hope in love, irthe joy which is without fault, the joy that is Jesus Christ, than wt
there is nothing better. Hasten all to come together as to one temple of God, as
one altar, to one Jesus Christ, who came from the one Father, and is with one |
and returnedo one Father.

Do not let yourselves be seduced by foreign teachings or by old and worthless
If we continue to live according to Jewish law then we are simply showing that \
not received grace. Look at their holy prophets: their lives Uetenfith Jesus
Christ and inspired by his grace to teach doubters that there is one God, and fo
they were persecuted. That one God manifested himself through Jesus Christ t
who is his Word proceeding from silence and in all respects wpleasiig to the
One who sent him.

You see how the followers of the ancient customs have come to a new hope. Tl
longer rule their lives by the Sabbath but by the LordOs Day, which is our day &
day on which also our life sprang up through hichrasdeath. Though some deny
it, it is by this mystery that we received faith, and for this reason also we suffer,
we may be found to be true disciples of Jesus Christ our only teacher. If all this
true, how can we possibly not give him a plamerilives, since even the prophets
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were his disciples in the Spirit and looked forward to him as their teacher? The)
waited for him in righteousness, and when he came he raised them from the de

Tuesday

Joshua 8:122 - Then the LORD said to Joshua,00dt fear or be dismayed; take
all the fighting men with you, and go up now to Ai. See, | have handed over to y
king of Ai with his people, his city, and his land. You shall do to Ai and its king a
did to Jericho and its king; only its spoitlars livestock you may take as booty for
yourselves. Set an ambush against the city, behind it.O

So Joshua and all the fighting men set out to go up against Ai. Joshua chose t
thousand warriors and sent them out by night with the command, OlYbe: isha
ambush against the city, behind it; do not go very far from the city, but all of you
alert. | and all the people who are with me will approach the city. When they cor
against us, as before, we shall flee from them. They will comieious aintil we
have drawn them away from the city; for they will say, OThey are fleeing from u
before.O While we flee from them, you shall rise up from the ambush and seize
city; for the LORD your God will give it into your hand. And when yauth&en the
city, you shall set the city on fire, doing as the LORD has ordered; see, | have
commanded you.O So Joshua sent them out; and they went to the place of aml
and lay between Bethel and A, to the west of Ai; but Joshua spent that night in
camp.

In the morning Joshua rose early and mustered the people, and went up, with
elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. All the fighting men who were with him
up, and drew near before the city, and camped on the north side of Ai, avithea r
between them and Ai. Taking about five thousand men, he set them in ambush
between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. So they stationed the forces, the
encampment that was north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But Jc
spent that night in the valley. When the king of Ai saw this, he and all his people
inhabitants of the city, hurried out early in the morning to the meeting place faci
the Arabah to meet Israel in battle; but he did not know that there was an ambu
against him behind the city. And Joshua and all Israel made a pretense of being
beaten before them, and fled in the direction of the wilderness. So all the peopl
were in the city were called together to pursue them, and as they pursued Josh
weredrawn away from the city. There was not a man left in Ai or Bethel who did
go out after Israel; they left the city open, and pursued Israel.

Then the LORD said to Joshua, OStretch out the sword that is in your hand to
Ai; for | will give it inb your hand.O And Joshua stretched out the sword that wa
his hand toward the city. As soon as he stretched out his hand, the troops in an
rose quickly out of their place and rushed forward. They entered the city, took it
at once set the citp éire. So when the men of Ai looked back, the smoke of the ¢
was rising to the sky. They had no power to flee this way or that, for the people
fled to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. When Joshua and all I¢
saw that the ambushacdhtaken the city and that the smoke of the city was rising, tl
they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. And the others came out from
city against them; so they were surrounded by Israelites, some on one side, an
on the other; and Israstruck them down until no one was left who survived or
escaped.

1 Samuel 25:22 - ONow Samuel died; and all Israel assembled and mourned fc
him. They buried him at his home in Ramah.

Then David got up and went down to the wilderness of Paran.

Therewas a man in Maon, whose property was in Carmel. The man was very ri
had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. He was shearing his sheep ir
Now the name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail. The wo
was clever and heiful, but the man was surly and mean; he was a Calebite. Dav
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heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. So David sent ten y
men; and David said to the young men, OGo up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, ar
him in my name. Thus yahall salute him: OPeace be to you, and peace be to y:
house, and peace be to all that you have. | hear that you have shearers; now y«
shepherds have been with us, and we did them no harm, and they missed noth
the time they were in Carmel. Aglur young men, and they will tell you. Therefore
let my young men find favor in your sight; for we have come on a feast day. Ple
whatever you have at hand to your servants and to your son David.OO

When DavidOs young men came, they said allNlisat in the name of David; and
then they waited. But Nabal answered DavidOs servants, OWho is David? Whc
son of Jesse? There are many servants today who are breaking away from thei
masters. Shall | take my bread and my water and the mehateabutchered for my
shearers, and give it to men who come from | do not know where?0 So DavidC
men turned away, and came back and told him all this. David said to his men, ¢
man strap on his sword!O And every one of them strapped on hiDswiordlso
strapped on his sword; and about four hundred men went up after David, while
hundred remained with the baggage.

But one of the young men told Abigail, NabalOs wife, ODavid sent messengers
the wilderness to salute our master; anshioeited insults at them. Yet the men we
very good to us, and we suffered no harm, and we never missed anything wher
were in the fields, as long as we were with them; they were a wall to us both by
and by day, all the while we were with thepirigthe sheep. Now therefore know
this and consider what you should do; for evil has been decided against our ma
and against all his house; he is spdtured that no one can speak to him.O

Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves, twa sifivine, five sheep
ready dressed, five measures of parched grain, one hundred clusters of raisins,
two hundred cakes of figs. She loaded them on donkeysand said to her young 1
OGo on ahead of me; | am coming after you.O But she did not tedidaahNabal.
As she rode on the donkey and came down under cover of the mountain, David
his men came down toward her; and she met them. Now David had said, OSur
was in vain that | protected all that this fellow has in the wilderness, sohimay: not
was missed of all that belonged to him; but he has returned me evil for good. G
so to David and more also, if by morning | leave so much as one male of all whi
belong to him.00

Romans 14:112- Welcome those who are weak in faith, but nohéoptirpose of
guarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat o
vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those whc
must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.yiho a
to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they sti
fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to t
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, obsel
in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they gi\
thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give ti
to God.

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we
we are the LordOs. For to this end Christ died and lived again, sontlutt e
Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you des
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. Fc
written, OAs | live, says the Lonerg knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shi
give praise to God.O
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
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Matt. 26:47-56 - While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived,;
him was a large crowd with swords and cluis,tfre chief priests and the elders of
the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, OThe one | will ki
man; arrest him.O At once he came up to Jesus and said, OGreetings, Rabbi!C
kissed him. Jesus said to him, OFriend, do whairg here to do.O Then they cam
and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus
hand on his sword, drew jt, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his
Then Jesus said to him, OPut your sword bacitsiplace; for all who take the swot
will perish by the sword. Do you think that | cannot appeal to my Father, and he
at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the
scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happehigmway?O At that hour Jesus sai
to the crowds, OHave you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as thot
were a bandit? Day after day | sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arres
But all this has taken place, so that the scriptutbs pfophets may be fulfilled.O
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

St Ignatius of Antioch's letter to the Magnesians
You have Jesus Christ within you

Let us not fail to be moved by his goodness, for if he were ever to imitate the wi
behaveurselves, we would be truly lost. Now that we are his disciples let us lea
lead Christian lives. Whoever does not take the name of Christian does not bel
God. Put aside the old weout leaven which has grown old and sour, and turn to
the neweaven, which is Jesus Christ. Be preserved by the salt of Christ so that
not decay; for it is by your odour that you will be judged. It is monstrous to talk ¢
Jesus Christ and to practise Judaism. For Christianity did not base its faith on
Judaismbut Judaism on Christianity, and every tongue believing on God was
brought together in it.

Now | say this, beloved, not because | know that there are any of you that are tl
because | wish to warn you, though | am less than you, not to fak istata of
vain doctrine. Be convinced of the birth and passion and resurrection which too
place at the time of the procuratorship of Pontius Pilate; for these things were tr
and certainly done by Jesus Christ, our hope, from which God grant thaf yone
be turned aside.

My desire is to enjoy every happiness in you, if only | can be found worthy. Eve
though | am in chains and you are not, | am still unfit to be compared to you. | k
that you are free from pride, for you have Jesus Christ irely@gsEven when |
praise you, you are not proud but embarrassed. As ScripturEhsagighteous man i
own accuser.

Do your utmost to stand firm in the precepts of the Lord and the Apostles, gouh
may prosper in all thahytbe flesh ad in the spirit, in faith and love, in the Son anc
the Father and the Spirit, at the beginning and at the end, together with your re\
bishop and with your clergy (that beautifully woven spiritual crown) and with the
godly deacons. Be subject to tishdgd and to one another, even as Jesus Christ w
subject to the Father, and the Apostles were subject to Christ and to the Father
that there may be complete unity of both flesh and spirit.

| have kept my exhortation brief because | know how GgodillRemember me in
your prayers, so that | may win through to God, and remember the Church in S
of which | am not worthy to be called a member. For | need your united prayers
love in God so that the Church in Syria may draw refreshment fromvihef glour
Church.

| am writing this from Smyrna and the Ephesians here send you their greeting. -
8



like you, are here for the glory of God and have in all things given me comfort, ¢
Polycarp, the bishop of the Smyrnaeans. The other Churcheseatsgog in
honour of Jesus Christ.

Farewell. See that there is a godly unity among you and an unhesitating spirit; f
is Jesus Christ.

Wednesday

Joshua 8:3035- Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the LORD, the G¢
of Israel, just as Mes the servant of the LORD had commanded the Israehtes
written in the book of the law of Moses, Oan altar of unhewn stones, on which r
tool has been usedO; and they offered on it burnt offerings to the LORD and
sacrificed offerings of Webeing. And there, in the presence of the Israelites, Jost
wrote on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written. All Israel
as well as citizen, with their elders and officers and their judges, stood on oppo:
sides of the arkifront of the levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant
the LORD, half of them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of
Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded at the first, th:
should bless the peoplélsrael. And afterward he read all the words of the law,
blessings and curses, according to all that is written in the book of the law. Thel
not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all the
assembly of Israel, and themen, and the little ones, and the aliens who resided
among them.

1 Samuel 25:2314 - OWhen Abigail saw David, she hurried and alighted from th
donkey, fell before David on her face, bowing to the ground. She fell at his feet
said, OUpon me alomay lord, be the guilt; please let your servant speak in your
ears, and hear the words of your servant. My lord, do not take seriousty this ill
natured fellow, Nabal; for as his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly |
him; but I, your servandid not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent.
Now then, my lord, as the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, since the LORL
restrained you from bloodguilt and from taking vengeance with your own hand,
let your enemies and those who seeko evil to my lord be like Nabal. And now let
this present that your servant has brought to my lord be given to the young mer
follow my lord. Please forgive the trespass of your servant; for the LORD wiill
certainly make my lord a sure house, beaaydord is fighting the battles of the
LORD; and evil shall not be found in you so long as you live. If anyone should r
to pursue you and to seek your life, the life of my lord shall be bound in the bun
the living under the care of the LOR&uy God; but the lives of your enemies he
shall sling out as from the hollow of a sling. When the LORD has done to my loi
according to all the good that he has spoken concerning you, and has appointe
prince over Israel, my lord shall have no caugeesf or pangs of conscience, for
having shed blood without cause or for having saved himself. And when the LO
has dealt well with my lord, then remember your servant.O

David said to Abigail, OBlessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who sent gou t
me today! Blessed be your good sense, and blessed be you, who have kept me
from bloodguilt and from avenging myself by my own hand! For as surely as the
LORD the God of Israel lives, who has restrained me from hurting you, unless y
had hurried ad come to meet me, truly by morning there would not have been l¢
Nabal so much as one male.O Then David received from her hand what she ha
brought him; he said to her, OGo up to your house in peace; see, | have heede
voice, and | have grantgaur petition.O

Ab|ga|I came to Nabal; he was holding a feast in his house, like the feast of a ki
NabalOs heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk so she told him not
all until the morning light. In the morning, when the wine had gmuteof Nabal, his
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wife told him these things, and his heart died within him; he became like a stone
About ten days later the LORD struck Nabal, and he died.

When David heard that Nabal was dead, he sa|d OBlessed be the LORD who |
judged the case ofibalOs insult to me, and has kept back his servant from evil; -
LORD has returned the exdioing of Nabal upon his own head.O Then David sen
and wooed Abigail, to make her his wife. When DavidOs servants came to Abig
Carmel, they said to her, Oblavas sent us to you to take you to him as his wife.C
rose and bowed down, with her face to the ground, and said, OYour servant is
to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.O Abigail got up hurriedly and rode &
a donkey; her five maidttended her. She went after the messengers of David ar
became his wife.

David also married Ahinoam of Jezreel; both of them became his wives. Saul hi
given his daughter Michal, DavidOs wife, to Palti son of Laish, who was from Gi

Romans 14:123 - Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, bu
resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of anothi
know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but i
unclean for anyone withinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured

what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause 1
of one for whom Christ died. So do not let your good be spoken of as evil. For tl
kingdom of God isot food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit. The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has hume
approval. Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. |
not, for the sake of food, destrtne work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but i
is wrong for you to make others fall by what you eat; it is good not to eat meat ¢
drink wine or do anything that makes your brother or sister stumble. The faith tF
you have, have as your own convidtedore God. Blessed are those who have no
reason to condemn themselves because of what they approve. But those who t
doubts are condemned if they eat, because they do not act from faith; for whate
does not proceed from faith is sin.

Matt. 26:57-68 - Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high |
in whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. But Peter was followir
at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat
the guardsni order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests and the whc
council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put hir
death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last
came forward ancisl, OThis fellow said, Ol am able to destroy the temple of Go
to build it in three days OO The high priest stood up and said, OHave you no ar
What is it that they testify against you?O But Jesus was silent. Then the high pr
to him, Ol pt you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiat
Son of God.O Jesus said to him, OYou have said so. But | tell you, From now o
will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the cl
heaven.O R

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, OHe has blasphemed! Why do w
need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy What is your verdict?O T
answered, OHe deserves death.O Then they spat in his face and struck him; ar
slapped h|msay|ng OProphesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you’>O

From the Imitation of Christ

The kingdom of God is the peace and joy of the Spirit

Turn to the Lord with your whole heart and leave behind this wretched world. Tt
your soul shall findest. For the kingdom of God is the peace and joy of the Holy
Spirit. If you prepare within your heart a fitting dwelling place, Christ will come t
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you and console you.

His gloand beautgire within yang he delights in dwelling there. The Lord fredlye
visits the heart of man. There he shares with man pleasant conversations; welc
consolation, abundant peace and a wonderful intimacy.

So come, faithful soul. Prepare your heart for your spouse to dwell within you. F
he saydf anyone loves widl, keezp my word and we shall come to him and make c
him.

Make room for Christ. When you possess Christ you are a rich man, for he is
sufficient for you. He himself, shall provide for you and faithfully administer all y
cares. You i not have to place your hope in men. Put all your trust in God; let h
be both your fear and your love. He will respond on your behalf and will do wha
is in your best interest.

You have here nasting ciBar wherever you find yourself, you aiivays be a
pilgrim from another city. Until you are united intimately with Christ, you will nev
find your true rest.

Let your thoughts be with the Most High and direct your prayers continually to
Christ. If you do not know how to contemplate the gibheaven, take comfort in
the passion of Christ, and dwell willingly in his sacred wounds. Endure with Chr
suffer for him, if you wish to reign with him.

Once you have entered completely into the depths of Jesus, and have a taste ¢
powerful lovethen you will not care about your own convenience or inconvenier
Rather you will rejoice all the more in insults and injuries, for the love of Jesus r
a man scorn his own needs.

Thursday

Joshua 9:1:21- But when the inhabitants of Gibeon hieathat Joshua had done
to Jericho and to Ai, they on their part acted with cunning: they went and prepal
provisions, and took worout sacks for their donkeys, and wineskins, veatrand
torn and mended, with wofrput, patched sandals on their feet, aminout

clothes; and all their provisions were dry and moldy. They went to Joshua in the
at Gilgal, and said to him and to the Israelites, OWe have come from a far coun
now make a treaty with us.O But the Israelites said to the Hivitesp ORertive
among us; then how can we make a treaty with you?O They said to Joshua, O\
your servants.O And Joshua said to them, OWho are you? And where do you c
from?0 They said to him, OYour servants have come from a very far country, b
of the name of the LORD your God; for we have heard a report of him, of all tha
did in Egypt, and of all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites who were be
the Jordan, King Sihon of Heshbon, and King Og of Bashan who lived in Ashtat
So our &ers and all the inhabitants of our country said to us, OTake provisions
your hand for the journey; go to meet them, and say to them, OWe are your ser
come now, make a treaty with us.O O Here is our bread; it was still warm when
it from our houses as our food for the journey, on the day we set out to come to
but now, see, it is dry and moldy; these wineskins were new when we filled ther
see, they are burst; and these garments and sandals of ours are worn out from
long jaurney.O So the leaders partook of their provisions, and did not ask directi
from the LORD. And Joshua made peace with them, guaranteeing their lives by
treaty; and the leaders of the congregation swore an oath to them.

But when three days had passedt they had made a treaty with them, they hear
that they were their neighbors and were living among them. So the Israelites se
and reached their cities on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, Chephiri
Beeroth, and Kiriathjearim. But tte Israelites did not attack them, because the
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leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by the LORD, the God of Israel.
all the congregation murmured against the leaders. But all the leaders said to a
congregation, OWe have sworn to theatrellyORD, the God of Israel, and now we
must not touch them. This is what we will do to them: We will let them live, so tt
wrath may not come upon us, because of the oath that we swore to them.O The
said to them, OLet them live.O So they beeaveestof wood and drawers of water
for all the congregation, as the leaders had decided concerning them.

1 Samuel 28:20 - ONow Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him
buried him in Ramah, his own city. Saul had expelled the mediurtteanidards
from the land. The Philistines assembled, and came and encamped at Shunem
gathered all Israel, and they encamped at Gilboa. When Saul saw the army of t
Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. When Saul inquieed o
LORD, the LORD did not answer him, not by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophet
Then Saul said to his servants, OSeek out for me a woman who is a medium, s
may go to her and inquire of her.O His servants said to him, OThere is a mediu
Endor.O

So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes and went there, he and two
with him. They came to the woman by night. And he said, OConsult a spirit for 1
and bring up for me the one whom | name to you.O The woman said to him, O¢
you know wheBaul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the wizards f
the land. Why then are you Iaying a snare for my life to bring about my death?C
Saul swore to her by the LORD, OAs the LORD lives, no punishment shall com
upon you for this thing.Ohén the woman said, OWhom shall I bring up for you?(
answered, OBrlng up Samuel for me.O When the woman saw Samuel, she crie
with a_ loud voice; and the woman said to Saul, OWhy have you deceived me?
Saul'O The king said to her, OHave novibat do you see?Q The woman said to
Saul, Ol see a divine being coming up out of the ground.O He said to her, OWh
appearance"O She said, OAn old man is coming up; he is wrapped in a robe.O
knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed witadgdo the ground, and did
obeisance. R i
Then Samuel said to Saul, OWhy have you disturbed me by bringing me up?0
answered, Ol am in great distress, for the Philistines are warring against me, ar
has turned away from me and answers me no moes, l®itprophets or by dreams
so | have summoned you to tell me what | should do.O Samuel said, OWhy the
ask me, since the LORD has turned from you and become your enemy’> The L(
has done to you just as he spoke by me; for the LORD has tongdloerkout of
your hand, and given it to your neighbor, David. Because you did not obey the
of the LORD, and did not carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, therefore th
LORD has done this thing to you today. Moreover the LORD will give Isngel alo
with you into the hands of the Philistines; and tomorrow you and your sons shal
with me; the LORD will also give the army of Israel into the hands of the Philisti
Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with fear becausevebtie

of Samuel; and there was no strength in him, for he had eaten nothing all day a
night.O

Romans 15:113- We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the wee
and not to please ourselves. Each of us must please our neighleogdmcth
purpose of building up the neighbor. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it
written, OThe insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. O For whatever
written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfasiddss
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one anothe
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify tt
and Fatheof our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glo
God. For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behe
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the pregs given to the patriarchs.
and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
OTherefore | will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your nan
and again he says, ORejoice, O Gentiles, with his peopleO;
and again, OPraise the Lord, all you Gent|les and let all the peoples praise him
and again Isaiah says, OThe root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.O
May the God of hope fill you with all joy @eéce in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Matt. 26:69-75- Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A segirhcime
to him and said, OYou also were with Jesus the Galilean.O But he denied it bef
of them, saying, Ol do not know what you are talking about.O When he went ot
porch, another servargirl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, OThis man v
with Jesus of Nazareth.O Again he denied it with an oath, Ol do not know the i
After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter OCertainly you are
one of them, for your accent betrays you.O Then he began to curse, and he sw
oath, Ol do not know the man!O At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter
remembered whaesus had said: OBefore the cock crows, you will deny me thre
times.O And he went out and wept bitterly.

From the Explanations of the Psalms by St Ambrose, bishc
The light of your face has shone upon us

Why do you turn your fadéeaisthat Gobas turned his face away from us whei
we find ourselves suffering, so that shadows overwhelm our feelings and stop ¢
from seeing the brilliance of the truth. All the same, if God touches our intellect
chooses to become present to our mindswleewill be certain that nothing can leac
us into darkness.

A manQs face shines out more than the rest of his body and it is by the face the
perceive strangers and recognise our friends. How much more, then, is the face
God able to bring illuminatioto whoever he looks at!

The apostle Paul has something important to say about this, as about so many
things. He is a true interpreter of Christ for us, bringing him to our understandin
through weHlchosen words and images. He mwsthe s&vd that said, OLet there
shining out of darknessO, who has shone in our minds to radiate the light of the
glory on the face of/Ghhale heard where Christ shines in us: he is the eternal
brilliant illumination of souls, whom the Father sent into the world so that his fac
should shine on us and permit us to contemplate eternal and heaven®umriths
who had been plunged in earthly darkness.

What shall | say about Christ, when even the apostle Peter saimao thho had
been lame from birthook upon Tk@ cripple looked at Peter and found light by th
grace of faith: unless he had faithfully believed he could not have received heal

When there was so much glory to be seen among the Apostles, Zecaepthat
the Lord Jesus was passing by, climbed a tree because he was small and weal
not see the Lord through the crowd. He saw Christ and he found light. He saw (
and instead of robbing others of their goods he began to give away his ow

Why do you turn your facetaygagad it thus: even if you do turn your face away fi
us, Lord, its light is still imprinted upon us. We hold it in our hearts and our
innermost feelings are transformed by its light.
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For if you truly turn your facaway, Lord, n@ne can survive.

Friday

Joshua 9:2210:15  Joshua summoned them, and said to them, OWhy did you
deceive us, saying, OWe are very far from you,® while in fact you are living am
Now therefore you are cursed, and some of yduahays be slaves, hewers of wo
and drawers of water for the house of my God.O They answered Joshua, OBec
was told to your servants for a certainty that the LORD your God had command
servant Moses to give you all the land, and to desttwyiahabitants of the land
before you; so we were in great fear for our lives because of you, and did this tt
And now we are in your hand: do as it seems good and right in your sight to do
us.O This is what he did for them: he saved them frderdkétes; and they did not
kill them. But on that day Joshua made them hewers of wood and drawers of w
the congregation and for the altar of the LORD, to continue to this day, in the pl
that he should choose.

When King Adonizedek of Jeratem heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had
utterly destroyed it, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its kil
and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were amoni
he became greatly frightened, because Gibas a large city, like one of the royal
cities, and was larger than Ai, and all its men were warriors. So Kingzsdiehi of
Jerusalem sent a message to King Hoham of Hebron, to King Piram of Jarmuth
King Japhia of Lachish, and to King Debir of Iﬁglmymg OCome up and help me
and let us attack Glbeon for it has made peace with Joshua and with the Israel
Then the five kings of the Amoritibe king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the
king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the kinggbérNgathered their forces,
and went up with all their armies and camped against Gibeon, and made war ay
it.

And the Gibeonites sent to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, ODo not aba
your servants; come up to us quickly, and save uslpud;Her all the kings of the
Amorites who live in the hill country are gathered against us.O So Joshua went
from Gilgal, he and all the fighting force with him, all the mighty warriors. The
LORD said to Joshua, ODo not fear them, for | have haredadtier to you; not
one of them shall stand before you.O So Joshua came upon them suddenly, ha
marched up all night from Gilgal. And the LORD threw them into a panic before
Israel, who inflicted a great slaughter on them at Gibeon, chased themayydhe w
the ascent of Bethoron, and struck them down as far as Azekah and Makkedah
they fled before Israel, while they were going down the slope-dioBath the
LORD threw down huge stones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and the
there vere more who died because of the hailstones than the Israelites killed wit
sword.

On the day when the LORD gave the Amorites over to the Israelites, Joshua sj
the LORD; and he said in the sight of Israel, OSun, stand still at Gibeon, and M
in the valley of Aijalon.O
And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the nation took vengeance
their enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in mid
heaven, and did not hurry to set for about a whole day. Taskebn no day like it
before or since, when the LORD heeded a human voice; for the LORD fought fc
Israel.

Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.

1 Samuel 31:13- ONow the Philistines fought against Israel; and thehigrael
fled before the Philistines, and many fell on Mount Gilboa. The Philistines overt:
Saul and his sons; and the Philistines killed Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi
the sons of Saul. The battle pressed hard upon Saul; the archers fouaddhima,
was badly wounded by them. Then Saul said to his-bgamar, ODraw your sword
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and thrust me through with it, so that these uncircumcised may not come and tf
me through, and make sport of me.O But his abwarer was unwilling; for he was
terrified. So Saul took his own sword and fell upon it. When his alpeemer saw
that Saul was dead, he also fell upon his sword and died with him. So Saul and
three sons and his armbearer and all his men died together on the same day. V
the men ofsrael who were on the other side of the valley and those beyond the
Jordan saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dea
forsook their towns and fled; and the Philistines came and occupied them.

The next day, when theildtines came to strip the dead, they found Saul and his
three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. They cut off his head, stripped off his armor,
sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines to carry the good news t
houses of their idols and the people. They put his armor in the temple of Astarte
and they fastened his body to the wall of-Be#m. But when the inhabitants of
Jabestyilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, all the valiant men se
traveled all night long, artdok the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from t
wall of Bethshan. They came to Jabesh and burned them there. Then they took
bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree in Jabesh, and fasted seven da

Romans 15:1424 - | myself feleconfident about you, my brothers and sisters, thi
you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instru
another. Nevertheless on some points | have written to you rather boldly by way
reminder, because of the graoeen me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to
Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the
Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In Christ Jesus, then,
reason to boast of my wook God. For | will not venture to speak of anything exc
what Christ has accomplished through me to win obedience from the Gentiles, |
word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit c
so that from Jerusalem and asafaund as lllyricum | have fully proclaimed the go
news of Christ. Thus | make it my ambition to proclaim the good news, not whe|
Christ has already been named, so that | do not build on someone elseOs foun
but as it is written, OThose who hexeer been told of him shall see, and those wr
have never heard of him shall understand.O

This is the reason that | have so often been hindered from coming to you. But
with no further place for me in these regions, | desire, as | have for manyoyea
come to you when | go to Spain. For | do hope to see you on my journey and to
sent on by you, once | have enjoyed your company for a little while.

Matt. 27:210- When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the p
conferred bgether against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound |
led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor.

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and |
back the th|rty pieces of silver to thiefchriests and the elders. He said, Ol have
sinned by betraying innocent blood.O But they said, OWhat is that to us? See t
yourself.O Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and t
went and hanged himself. But the chief pri¢atdng the pieces of silver, said, Olt i
not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.O After
conferring together, they used them to buy the potterOs field as a place to bury
foreigners. For this reason that field has been dakeflield of Blood to this day.
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, OANnd
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been s
whom some of the people of Israel had set a pricehendave them for the potterC
field, as the Lord commanded me.O
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The Confessions of St Augustine
Christ died for all

In your unfathomable mercy you first gave the humble certain pointers to the trt
Mediator, and then sent him, so that by his exampjentight learn even a humility

like his. This Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, appeared
stand between mortal sinners and the God who is immortal and just: like us he"
mortal, but like God he was just. Now the wage due to jutfeam peace; and so.
through the justice whereby he was one with God, he broke the power of death
malefactors and by that act rendered them just, using that very mortality which
had himself chosen to share with them. How you loved us, O ¢loed wWho

spared not even your only Son, but gave him up for ugoevd! How you loved us,

for whose sake o deemed it no robbery to be your equal was made subservi
dying on the &lws® of all, he was free among the diesde had power to lay dowr
his life and power to retrieve it. For our sake he stood to you as both victor and
victim, and victobecausetim; for us he stood to you as priest and sacrifice, and

priestbecausacrifice, making us your children isgtef your servants by being bor
of you in order to serve us.

There is good reason for my solid hope in him, because you will heal all my
infirmities through him who sits at your right hand and intercedes for us. Were it
so, | should despair; for maaynd grave are those infirmities, many and grave; bu
widerreaching is your healing power. We might have despaired of ourselves, tt
your Word remote from any conjunction with mankind, had he not become flest
made his dwelling among us. Fillethvérror by my sins and my load of misery, |
had been turning over in my mind a plan to flee into solitude; but you forbade m
and strengthened me by your wofidsthis end Christ died for all, that they who ar
not for themselvesstbot who died for them.

See, then, Lord: | cast my care upon you so that | may livewdincbntemplate the
wonders you have révedtedw how stupid and weak | am: teach me and heal me
Your only Sonjn whom are hidden all treasurasdknosdelige redeemed me with
his blood.Let not the proud dispdeageamanindful of my ransom. | eat it, | drink
it, | dispense it to others, and as a poor man | long to be filled with it among tho:
who are fed and feasted. And tHehtbse who seek him praise the Lord.

Saturday

Joshua 23:416- A long time afterward, when the LORD had given rest to Israel
from all their enemies all around, and Joshua was old and well advanced in yee
Joshua summoned all Israel, their elders andshézeir judges and officers, and

said to them, Ol am now old and well advanced in years; and you have seen all
LORD your God has done to all these nations for your sake, for it is the LORD \
God who has fought for you. | have allotted tcagan inheritance for your tribes

those nations that remain, along with all the nations that | have already cut off, 1
the Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. The LORD your God will push them be
before you, and drive them out of your sight; and lyall gossess their land, as the
LORD your God promised you. Therefore be very steadfast to observe and do
is written in the book of the law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to the rig
nor to the left, so that you may not be mixed witbetimations left here among you,
or make mention of the names of their gods, or swear by them, or serve them, ¢
yourselves down to them, but hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have dor
this day. For the LORD has driven out before you greatianmd) nations; and as for
you, no one has been able to withstand you to this day. One of you puts to fligh
thousand, since it is the LORD your God who fights for you, as he promised yot
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very careful, therefore, to love the LORD your God. For iftyouback, and join

the survivors of these nations left here among you, and intermarry with them, st
you marry their women and they yours, know assuredly that the LORD your Go
not continue to drive out these nations before you; but they stwBrmare and a tray
for you, a scourge on your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from
good land that the LORD your God has given you.

OAnd now | am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hea
souls, all ofou, that not one thing has failed of all the good things that the LORI
your God promised concerning you; all have come to pass for you, not one of tt
has failed. But just as all the good things that the LORD your God promised
concerning you have beeffiflied for you, so the LORD will bring upon you all the
bad things, until he has destroyed you from this good land that the LORD your |
has given you. If you transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which he
enjoined on you, and go and serve oguers and bow down to them, then the ange
of the LORD will be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from the g
land that he has given to you.O

2 Samuel 1:116- OAfter the death of Saul, when David had returned from defea
the Amalekite, David remained two days in Ziklag. On the third day, a man cam
from SaulOs camp, with his clothes torn and dirt on his head. When he came tc
he fell to the ground and did obeisance. David said to him, OWhere have you ¢
from?0 He said to hiQl have escaped from the camp of Israel.O David said to
OHow did things go? Tell me!O He answered, OThe army fled from the battle,
many of the army fell and died; and Saul and his son Jonathan also died.O The
asked the young man whe weporting to him, OHow do you know that Saul and
son Jonathan died?O The young man reporting to himsaid, Ol happened to be
Mount Gilboa; and there was Saul leaning on his spear, while the chariots and |
horsemen drew close to him. When he ldddehind him, he saw me, and called to
me. | answered, OHere sir.O And he said to me, OWho are you’PO | answered |
an Amalekite.O He said to me, OCome, stand over me and kill me; for convulsi
seized me, and yet my life still lingers.&®od over him, and killed him, for |
knew that he could not live after he had fallen. | took the crown that was on his
and the armlet that was on his arm, and | have brought them here to my lord.O
Then David took hold of his clothes and tore themd;adl the men who were with
him did the same. They mourned and wept, and fasted until evening for Saul ar
his son Jonathan, and for the army of the LORD and for the house of Israel, be:
they had fallen by the sword. David said to the young rodrad/heported to hlm
OWhere do you come from?0 He answered, Ol am the son of a resident allen
Amalekite.O David said to him, OWere you not afraid to lift your hand to destrO\
LORDOS anointed?O Then David called one of the young men and saidheeCor
and strike him down.O So he struck him down and he died. David said to him, (
blood be on your head; for your own mouth has testified against you, saying, o)
killed the LORDOS anointed.000

Romans 15:283 - At present, however, | am goioglerusalem in a ministry to the
saints; for Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to share their resources v
poor among the saints at Jerusalem. They were pleased to do this, and indeed
owe it to them; for if the Gentiles have come to shdheir spiritual blessings, they
ought also to be of service to them in material things. So, when | have complete
and have delivered to them what has been collected, | will set out by way of yot
Spain; and | know that when | come to you, lasithe in the fullness of the blessing
of Christ.

| appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love
Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God on my behalf, that | may be rescued f
the unbelievers in Judea, andttmy ministry to Jerusalem may be acceptable to
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saints, so that by GodOs will | may come to you with joy and be refreshed in yo
company. The God of peace be with all of you. Amen.

Matt. 27:1223 - Now Jesus stood before the governor; and theagoasked him,
OAre you the King of the Jews?0 Jesus said, OYou say so0.0 But when he was
the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, ODo yc
hear how many accusations they make against you?O But he gaansbum mot
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the
anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Je
BarabbasSo after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, OWhom do you want
release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?O For he |
that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting ¢
judgmentseat, his wife sent word to him, OHave nothing to do with that innocen
man, for today | have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.O Nc
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to h
killed. The @vernor again said to them, OWhich of the two do you want me to re
for you?0 And they said, OBarabbas.O Pilate said to them, OThen what shoulc
with Jesus who is called the Messiah?0 All of them said, OLet him be crucified!
he asked, OWhyat evil has he done?0 But they shouted all the more, OLet hin
crucified!O

From a homily on the 2nd letter to the Corinthians by Saint John Chrysostorr
bishop

Our heart is enlarged

Our heart is enl&geds heat makes things expand, so it is theoiMove to expand _
the heart, for its power is to heat and make fervent. It is this that opened PaulO:
and enlarged his heaFor | do not love only ihevoelmdyut my loving heart too is i
unison with my words; and so | speak witithconfidstraint oifieserveas nothing
more capacious than the heart of Paul, for he loved all the faithful with as intime
love as any lover could have for a loved one, his love not being divided and les:
but remaining whole and engifor each of them. And what marvel is it that his lov
for the faithful was such, since his heart embraced the unbelievers, too, througt
the whole world?

So he did not just say, Ol love you,O but with greater en@nasisuth is open, our
is elargedie hold you all in it, and not only that, but with room for you to move
freely. For those who are loved enter fearlessly into the heart of their lover. And
therefore he say¥pu are not constrained because of us, but you avencaifisttzonsc
See how this reproach is tempered with much forbearance as is the way with tl
who love much. For he did not s¥pu do not lovbutygu do not love me in the san
measufer he did not want to charge them more harshly.

Indeed onamay see with what a wonderful love for the faithful he is always inflar
as one finds proof of it in all his writings. To the Romans hel shesire to see you, i
have often planned to coamalifobyoany means at last | may sutgeed mtheach
Galatians he saydgy little children, with whom | am agairthia Bbloesjan&or this
reason | bend my knees onarmitdodtealfhessaloniaWghat is my hope and my cro
glory? Is it not yourBelvbssed tayg that he carried them about in his heart and
his chains.

Again he writes to the Colossidnsant you to know how greatly | strive for you ar
have not seen nanthtethe Thessaloniansike a nurse taking care of henghildren,
desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the G8speldiné alapsc
You are not restrictedniolysasPaul does not merely say that he loves them but als
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they love him, so that in this way he may direnv to him. Indeed, to the
Corinthians he bears witness of this love when heélgagscame, telling us of your |
your mourning, your zeal for me.

PROPER12 Week of the Sunday closest to July 27
SUNDAY 24, 29 v 8, 84

Joshua?4:1-15- Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and the'
presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, OThus s
LORD, the God ofsrael: Long ago your ancesitierah and his sons Abraham an
Nahollived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then | took your fat
Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan anc
made his offspring many. | gavehi$aac; and to Isaac | gave Jacob and Esau. |
Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down t
Egypt. Then | sent Moses and Aaron, and | plagued Egypt with what | did in its
midst; and afterwards | brought you oM¢hen | brought your ancestors out of
Egypt, you came to the sea; and the Egyptians pursued your ancestors with chi
and horsemen to the Red Sea. When they cried out to the LORD, he put darkn
between you and the Egyptians, and made the sea confeeupand cover them;
and your eyes saw what | did to Egypt. Afterwards you lived in the wilderness a
time. Then | brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the other sid
the Jordan; they fought with you, and | handed them oveutaryd you took
possession of their land, and | destroyed them before you. Then King Balak so
Zippor of Moab, set out to fight against Israel. He sent and invited Balaam son «
Beor to curse ygiut | would not listen to Balaam; therefore he blegsegso |
rescued you out of his hand. When you went over the Jordan and came to Jeri
the citizens of Jericho fought against you, and also the Amorites, the Perizzites
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusitebaaddd
them over to you. | sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove out before you tt
kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. | gave you a la
which you had not labored, and towns that you had not built, and yioutiem:;

you eat the fruit of vmeyards and oliveyards that you did not plant.

ONow therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulnes
put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, a
the LORD Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom 1
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the Ri\
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my
household, we will serthe LORD.O

2 Samuel 1:127 - ODavid intoned this lamentation over Saul and his son Jonatt
(He ordered that The Song of the Bow be taught to the people of Judah; it is wr
in the Book of Jashar.) He said: Your glory, O Israel, lies slain upphigbiplaces!
How the mighty have fallen! Tell it not in Gath, proclaim it not in the streets of
Ashkelon; or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice, the daughters of the
uncircumcised will exult.

You mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dewaor upon you, nor bounteous
fields! For there the shield of the mighty was defiled, the shield of Saul, anointe:
oil no more.

From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan did
turn back, nor the sword of Sauluat empty.

Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely! In life and in death they were not divide
they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.
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O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you with crimson, in luxury,
put ornamats of gold on your apparel.

How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle!

Jonathan lies slain upon your high places. | am distressed for you, my brother
Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to me; your love to me was wonderful, pas:
loveof women. i

How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war perished!O

Acts 28:2331- After they had set a day to meet with him, they came to him at |
lodgings in great numbers. From morning until evening he explained the matter
them, testifing to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus |
from the law of Moses and from the prophets. Some were convinced by what h
said, while others refused to believe. So they disagreed with each other; and a
were leaving, Pemade one further statement: OThe Holy Spirit was right in sayi
to your ancestors through the prophet Isaiah,

OGo to this people and ¥au will indeed listen, but never understaraihd you
will indeed look, but never perceive.

For this people@eart has grown dulland their ears are hard of hearingnd they
have shut their eyes; so that they might not look with theiaegdssten with_
their earsand understand with their heart and tirnand | would heal them.O
Let it be known tgou then that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentils
they will listen.O

He lived there two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who can
him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ
all boldness and without hindrance.

Mark 2:23-28 - One sabbath he was going through the grainfields; and as they
their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees said to hir
OLook, why are they doing what is not lawful on ther2®bAnd he said to them,
OHave you never read what David did when he and his companions were hung
in need of food? He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest,
ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for anyelprights to eat, and
he gave some to his companions.O Then he said to them, OThe sabbath was |
humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord ever
the sabbath.O

From a homily on the 2nd letter to the Corinthians by & John Chrysostom,
bishop

| rejoice exceedingly in all my tribulations

Again Paul turns to speak of love, softening the harshness of his rebuke. For af
convicting and reproaching them for not loving him as he had loved them, breal
away from his levand attaching themselves to troublemakers, he again takes thi
off the reproach by sayir@pen your heartshatis]ove usle asks for a favour whict
will be no burden to them but will be more profitable to the giver than to the
receiver. Ad he did not use the word OloveO but said, more appe@jireglyzour
hearts to us.

Who, he said, has cast us out of your minds, thrust us from your hearts? How is
that you feel constraint with us? For, since he has said eéolieare restricteglir owr
affectione now declares himself more openly and®pgst your heartthusi®nce
more drawing them to him. For nothing so much wins love as the knowledge thi
oneOs lover desires most of all to be himself loved.

For | said befarédls them,that you are in our hearts to die togetheT bisligd dugezth:
its height, that even though in disfavour, he wishes both to die and to live with tl
For you are in our hearts, not just somehow or other, but in the way | halteisaid
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possible to love and yet to draw back when danger threatens; but my love is no
that.

| am filled with consdlAtatrconsolation? That which comes from you because yo
being changed for the better, have consoled me by what you havaedoatiral

for a lover both to complain that he is not loved in return and to fear that he may
cause distress by complaining too much. Therefore, hé aayftled with consolatio
rejoice exceedingly.

It is as if he said, | was much grieved anaeccount, but you have made it up for ir
in full measure and given me comfort; for you have not only removed the cause
any grief but filled me with a richer joy.

Then he shows the greatness of that joy by saying Haefoite excedulinglp the
words which followin all my tribulatttmgreat, he says, was the delight that you ge
me that it was not even dimmed by so much tribulation, but overcame by its stre
and keenness all those sorrows which had invaded my heart, and tioknanay
all awareness of them.

MONDAY 56,57,[58] v 64, 65

Joshua 24:183- Then the people answered, OFar be it from us that we shoult
forsake the LORD to serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought
and our ancestors dppom the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who
those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, &
among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out beft
all the peoples, the Amees who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve th
LORD, for he is our God.O .

But Joshua said to the people, OYou cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy
He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you
forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, a
consume you, after having done you good.O And the people said to Joshua, O
will serve the LORD!O Then Joshua said to the people, OYou are witnesses ag
yourselves thgou have chosen the LORD, to serve him.O And they said, OWe i
witnesses.O He said, OThen put away the foreign gods that are among you, ai
your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.O The people said to Joshua, OThe
our God we will servand him we will obey.O So Joshua made a covenant with
people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem. Jost
wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he took a large stone, anc
up there under the oak in tlsanctuary of the LORD. Joshua said to all the peopl
OSee, this stone shall be a witness against us; for it has heard all the words of
LORD that he spoke to us; therefore it shall be a witness against you, if you de:
falsely with your God.O So Jasbent the people away to their inheritances.

After these things Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being on
hundred ten years old. They buried him in his own inheritance at Tirsead,
which is in the hill country of Ephraim, nortf Mount Gaash.

Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders v
outlived Joshua and had known all the work that the LORD did for Israel.

The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, veeratboL
Shechem, in the portion of ground that Jacob had bought from the children of
Hamor, the father of Shechem, for one hundred pieces of money; it became an
inheritance of the descendants of Joseph.

Eleazar son of Aaron died; and they buried himlzabi, the town of his son
Phinehas, which had been given him in the hill country of Ephraim.

2 Samuel 2:111- OAfter this David inquired of the LORD, OShall | go up into an
the cities of Judah?O The LORD said to him, OGo up.O David said, OTallnhich
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go up?0 He said, OTo Hebron.O So David went up there, along with his two wi
Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel. David brought u
men who were with him, every one with his household; and they settled in the ti
of Hebron. Then the people of Judah came, and there they anointed David king
the house of Judah.

When they told David, Olt was the people of Jgitesth who buried Saul,0 David
sent messengers to the people of Jajkestd, and said to them, OMayk;@bIessed
by the LORD, because you showed this loyalty to Saul your Iord and buried hir
Now may the LORD show steadfast love and faithfulness to you! And | too will 1
you because you have done this thing. Therefore let your hands be strong, and
valiant; for Saul your lord is dead, and the house of Judah has anointed me kin
them.O

But Abner son of Ner, commander of SaulOs army, had taken Ishbaal son of S:
brought him over to Mahanaim. He made him king over Gilead, the Ashurites,
Jezeel, Ephraim, Benjamin, and over all Israel. Ishbaal, SaulBs son, was forty y
old when he began to reign over Israel, and he re|gned two years. But the hous
Judah followed David. The time that D,avid was king in Hebron over the house ¢
Judah waswen years and six months.O

Rom. 16:116- | commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at
Cenchreagso that you may welcome her in the Lord as is fitting for the saints, a
help her in whatever she may require from you, for she haa beeafactor of many
and of myself as well.

Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jasdsvho risked their
necks for my life, to whom not only | give thanks, but also all the churches of th
Gentiles. Greet also the church in their d@uGreet my beloved Epaenetus, who
the first convert in Asia for Christ. Greet Mary, who has worked very hard amot
you. Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives who were in prison with me; the
prominent among the apostles, and they were irsttefore | was. Greet
Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, owwvorker in Christ, and
my beloved Stachys. Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those wh
belong to the family of Aristobulus. Greet my relative Herodion. Gras in the
Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus. Greet those workers in the Lord,
Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in th
Lord. Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; and greet his mistherother to me also.
GreetAsyncritus, Phlegon Hermes, Patrobas Hermas, and the brothers and si:
who are with them. Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympa:
all the saints who are with them. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the chu
of Christ greet you.

Matt. 27:24-31- So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a
was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, st
am innocent of this manOs blood; see to it yourselves.O Thepléhasp@evhole
answered, OHis blood be on us and on our children!® So he released Barabbz
them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governorOs headquarter
they gthered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet
on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. The
put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, OHal
King of the 8ws!O They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the t
After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on hin
Then they led him away to crucify him.
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A sermon of St Caesarius of Arles
On divine and human mercy

Bekssed are the merciful, for they shafd eeiy® nseadyeautiful word: more beautif
still is the thing itself. All men wish to receive it, but the worst thing is that not all
them behave in a way that deserves it. Although everyonéoviishsk®wn mercy
only a few wish to show it.

O man, how can you have the effrontery to ask for what you refuse to give to ot
You must show mercy in this world if you want to receive mercy in heaven. So,
dearest brethren, since we all desire mégtys make ourselves mercyOs slaves i
world so that she can give us our freedom in the world to come. For there is me
heaven and we come to it through earthly mercies. As Scriptuk®shygour mercy
heaven.

So there is earthly ah@avenly mercy: that is, human and divine. What is human
mercy? Exactly this: to have care for the sufferings of the poor. What is divine n
Without doubt, to grant forgiveness of sins. Whatever human mercy gives away
journey, divine mercy palgack when we arrive at last in our native land. For it is
God who feels cold and hunger, in the person of the poor. As he himself has sa
much as you have done for the least of these, ydMHa@atbdeigrfertongive on
heaven, he ya@s to receive on earth.

What sort of people are we if we want to receive, when God offers, but when Gi
asks, we refuse to give? For when a poor man hungers, it is Christ who suffers
as he himself has sdiavas hungry and you gave Den deggdise the misery of the
poor if you want a sure hope of forgiveness for your sins. Christ is hungry now,
brethren, in all the poor. He consents to suffer hunger and ®astl whatever he
receives on earth he will give back in heaven.

| ask you, brétren: when you come to church, what do you want? what are you
looking for? Is it anything other than mercy? Then give earthly mercy and you w
receive the heavenly kind. The poor man asks of you, and you ask of God: the |
man for food, you for eternéfe. Give to the beggar what you want to deserve fro
Christ. Hear Christ sayin@ive and it will be givehdo gouknow how you can have
the effrontery to want to receive what you do not want to give. And so, when yo
come to church, give, whage you can afford as alms for the poor.

TUESDAY 61,62 v  68:120(21-23)24-36

Judges 2:5,1123 - Now the angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bochim.
and said, Ol brought you up from Egypt, and brought you into the land that | ha
prom|sed to your ancestors. | said, Ol will never break my covenant with you. F
your part, do not make a covenant with the inhabitants of this land; tear down tf
altars.O But you have not obeyed my command. See what you have done! So
| will not drive them out before you; but they shall become adversaries to you, &
their gods shall be a snare to you.O When the angel of the LORD spoke these
all the Israelites, the people lifted up their voices and wept. So they named thal
Bochim, and there they sacrificed to the LORD.

Then the Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and worshiped t
Baals; and they abandoned the LORD, the God of their ancestors, who had br«
them out of the land of Egypt; they followttepogods, from among the gods of the
peoples who were all around them, and bowed down to them; and they provoke
LORD to anger. They abandoned the LORD, and worshiped Baal and the Asta
So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, gagdéhem over to
plunderers who plundered them, and he sold them into the power of their enem
all around, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies. Whenever the
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marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them to bring misforturee, as t
LORD had warned them and sworn to them; and they were in great distress.

Then the LORD raised up judges, who delivered them out of the power of thos
plundered them. Yet they did not listen even to their judges; for they lusted afte
other godsind bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in wr
their ancestors had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD;
did not follow their example. Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, tt
LORD was with the judge, ahd delivered them from the hand of their enemies a
the days of the judge; for the LORD would be moved to pity by their groaning b
of those who persecuted and oppressed them. But whenever the judge died, tt
would relapse and behave worse thanaheestors, following other gods,
worshiping them and bowing down to them. They would not drop any of their
practices or their stubborn ways. So the anger of the LORD was kindled again:
Israel; and he said, OBecause this people have transgresseahmyticat/|
commanded their ancestors, and have not obeyed myl wiliceo longer drive out
before them any of the nations that Joshua left when he died.O In order to test
whether or not they would take care to walk in the way of the L@RID ascestors
did, the LORD had left those nations, not driving them out at once, and had not
handed them over to Joshua.

2 Samuel 3:621- OWhile there was war between the house of Saul and the hou
David, Abner was making himself strong in thesbaif Saul. Now Saul had a
concubine whose name was Rizpah daughter of Aiah. And Ishbaal said to Abne
OWhy have you gone in to my fatherOs concubine?O The words of Ishbaal ma
very angry; he said, OAm | a dogOs head for Judah? Today | kedpystinimehe
house of your father Saul, to his brothers, and to his friends, and have not giver
into the hand of David,; and yet you charge me now with a crime concerning this
woman. So may God do to Abner and so may he add to it! For just wikdREhe L
has sworn to David, that will | accomplish for him, to transfer the kingdom from
house of Saul, and set up the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, from
Beersheba.O And Ishbaal could not answer Abner another word, because he f
him.

Abner sent messengers to David at Hebron, saying, OTo whom does the land &
Make your covenant with me, and | will give you my support to bring all Israel o
you.O He said, OGood; | will make a covenant with you. But one thing | require
you: you shall never appear in my presence unless you bring SaulOs daughter |
when you come to see me.O Then David sent messengers to SaulOs son Ishbz
OGive me my wife Michal, to whom | became engaged at the price of one hund
foreskins othe Philistines.O Ishbaal sent and took her from her husband Paltiel
son of Laish. But her husband went with her, weeping as he walked behind her
way to Bahurim. Then Abner said to him, OGo back home!O So he went back.
Abner sent word to thedders of Israel, saying, OFor some time past you have be
seeking David as king over you. Now then bring it about; for the LORD has prot
David: Through my servant David | will save my people Israel from the hand of
Philistines, and from all theenemies.O Abner also spoke directly to the
Benjaminites; then Abner went to tell David at Hebron all that Israel and the wh
house of Benjamin were ready to do.

When Abner came with twenty men to David at Hebron, David made a feast for
and the me who were with him. Abner said to David, OLet me go and rally all Is
to my lord the king, in order that they may make a covenant with you, and that y
may reign over all that your heart desires.O So David dismissed Abner, and he
away in peace.O

Rom. 16:1727 - | urge you, brothers and sisters, to keep an eye on those who
dissensions and offenses, in opposition to the teaching that you have learned; ¢
them. For such people do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, ar
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smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the-simmgled. For while your

obedience is known to all, so that | rejoice over you, | want you to be wise in wt
good and guileless in what is evil. The God of peace will shortly crusm&atan u
your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Timothy, my ceworker, greets you; so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my
relatives.

| Tertius, the writer of this letter, greet you in the Lord.

Gaius, who is host to me and towh®wle church, greets you. Erastus, the city
treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you.

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that wa
secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is r
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to brini
about the obedience of fdithto the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whon
be the tpry forever! Amen.

Matt. 27:32-44 - As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named
Simon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a p
called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skli) offered him wine to dri
mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they hac
crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then1
down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge agains
which read, OThis is Jesus, the King of the Jews.O

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, OYou who
destroy the temple and build it in tierdays, save yourself! If you are the Son of G
come down from the cross.O In the same way the chief priests also, along with
scribes and elders, were mocking him, sa§ihig saved others; he cannot save
himself. He is the King of Israel; let himnae down from the cross now, and we wi
believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he
said, Ol am GodOs Son.OO The bandits who were crucified with him also taun
in the same way.

WEDNESDAY 72 v 1193-96

Judges 3:1:80 - The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD
and the LORD strengthened King Eglon of Moab against Israel, because they h
done what was evil in the sight of the LORD. In alliance with the Ammonites ar
Amalekites, he went and defeated Israel; and they took possession of the city o
So the Israelites served King Eglon of Moab eighteen years.

But when the Israelites cried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up for them a
deliverer, Ehud son of Gerthe Benjaminite, a lefhanded man. The Israelites sen
tribute by him to King Eglon of Moab. Ehud made for himself a sword with two
edges, a cubit in length; and he fastened it on his right thigh under his clothes.
he presented the tribute to Kirkgglon of Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man.
When Ehud had finished presenting the tribute, he sent the people who carried
tribute on their way. But he himself turned back at the sculptured stones near (
and said, Ol have a secret messagmifdd king.O So the king said, OSilence!O ar
all his attendants went out from his presence. Ehud came to hlm while he was
alone in his cool roof chamber, and said, Ol have a message from God for you.
rose from his seat. Then Ehud reactvith his left hand, took the sword from his
right thigh, and thrust it into EglonOs belly; the hilt also went in after the blade,
the fat closed over the blade, for he did not draw the sword out of his belly; and
dirt came out. Then Ehud wenitdnto the vestibule, and closed the doors of the
roof chamber on him, and locked them.
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After he had gone, the servants came. When they saw that the doors of the ro
chamber were locked, they thought, OHe must be relieving himself in the cool
chambelO So they waited until they were embarrassed. When he still did not o)
the doors of the roof chamber, they took the key and opened them. There was 1
lord lying dead on the floor.

Ehud escaped while they delayed, and passed beyond the scupaseginsl
escaped to Seirah. When he arrived, he sounded the trumpet in the hill country
Ephraim; and the Israelites went down with him from the hill country, having hin
their head. He said to them, OFollow after me; for the LORD has giveneyni@sen
the Moabites into your hand.O So they went down after him, and seized the for
the Jordan against the Moabites, and allowed no one to cross over. At that timi
killed about ten thousand of the Moabites, all strong;ladidéed men; no one
exaped. So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the lanc
rest eighty years.

2 Samuel 3:2239 - OJust then the servants of David arrived with Joab from a ra
bringing much spoil with them. But Abner was not with David at Hebrobafad
had dismissed him, and he had gone away in peace. When Joab and all the arr
was with him came, it was told Joab, OAbner son of Ner came to the king, and
dismissed him, and he has gone away in peace.O Then Joab went to the king ¢
OWhat have you done? Abner came to you; why did you dismiss him, so that h
away? You know that Abner son of Ner came to deceive you, and to learn your
comings and goings and to learn all that you are doing.O

When Joab came out from DavidOs presensent messengers after Abner, and tt
brought him back from the cistern of Sirah; but David did not know about it. Wh
Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the gateway to speak with hir
privately, and there he stabbed him in the stonSwhe died for shedding the bloor
of Asahel, JoabOs brother. Afterward, when David heard of it, he said, Ol and r
kingdom are forever guiltless before the LORD for the blood of Abner son of Ne
May the guilt fall on the head of Joab, and on all his@steuse; and may the
house of Joab never be without one who has a discharge, or yvho is leprous, or
holds a spindle, or who falls by the sword, or who lacks food!O So Joab and his
brother Abishai murdered Abner because he had killed their brothel Astte
battle at Gibeon. R

Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were with him, OTear your ¢
and put on sackcloth, and mourn over Abner.O And King David followed the bie
They buried Abner at Hebron. The king lifted up his voice a&pd at the grave of
Abner, and all the people wept. The king lamented for Abner, saying, OShould .
die as a fool dies? Your hands were not bound, your feet were not fettered; as «
falls before the wicked you have fallen.O And ali the people waph@again. Then
all the people came to_ persuade David to eat something while it was still day; b
David swore, saying, OSo may God do to me, and more, if | taste bread or anyt
else before the sun goes down!O All the people took notice of it,leaskid phem;
just as everything the king did pleased all the people. So all the people and all |
understood that day that the king had no part in the killing of Abner son of Ner.
the king said to his servants, ODo you not know that a princgreatnan has
fallen this day in Israel? Today | am powerless, even though anointed king; the
men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too violent for me. The LORD pay back the one v
does wickedly in accordance with his wickedness!OO

Acts 1:114- In the firstbook, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and

taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after (
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After
suffering he presented himsalive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise
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the Father. OThis,O he said, Oisywhatave heard from me; for John baptized wi
water, but you will be baptlzed with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.O

So when they had come together, they asked him, OLord, is this the time whe
will restore the kingdom to Israel?0 HeieeplOlt is not for you to know the times
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive pov
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerus
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the endseaéarth.O When he had said this, as
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their S|ght W
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in wt
robes stood by them. They said, OMen of Galiledowloy stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.O

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath@ayourney away. When they had entered the city, they w
the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and A
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Si
the Zealot, and Judas son of Janfl these were constantly devoting themselves
prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as we
his brothers.

Matt. 27:45-54 - From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three
the afternoon. And afut three oOclock Jesus cried with a loud voice, OEli, Eli, l¢
sabachthani?O that is, OMy God, my God, why have you forsaken me?0 Whe
the bystanders heard it, they said, OThis man is calling for Elijah.O At once on
them ran and got a spandilled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to
him to drink. But the others said, OWait, let us see whether Eluah will come to
him.O Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that |
the curtain of théemple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, ar
the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the salil
had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tomb
entered the holy gitand appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those"
him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took p!
were terrified and said, OTruly this man was GodOs Son!O

THURSDAY [70], 71 v 74

Judges 4:423 - At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judc
Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel
hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She se!
and summoned Baralbon of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him,
OThe LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, OGo, take position at Mount Tz
bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. | will
draw out Sisera, the general of 3@isi army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with
chariots and his troops; and | will give him into your hand.OO Barak said to her
you will go with me, I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go.O And <
said, Ol will surely go witbuy nevertheless, the road on which you are going will |
lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.O The
Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. Barak summoned Zebulun an
Naphtali to Kedesh; and ten thousand wasrwent up behind him; and Deborah
went up with him.

Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the other Kenites, that is, the
descendants of Hobab the fatirerlaw of Moses, and had encamped as far away
Elon-bezaanannim, which is near Kedesh.

Wten Sisera was told that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor
Sisera called out all his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the troop
who were with him, from Harosheltagoiim to the Wadi Kishon. Then Deborah
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said to Barak, OUPbr this is the day on which the LORD has given Sisera into y
hand. The LORD is indeed going out before you.O So Barak went down from N
Tabor with ten thousand warriors following him. And the LORD threw Sisera ar
his chariots and all his arimyo a panic before Barak; Sisera got down from his
chariot and fled away on fpathile Barak pursued the chariots and the army to
Haroshethha goiim. All the army of Sisera fell by the sword; no one was left.

Now Sisera had fled away on foot to thteofeJael wife of Heber the Kenite; for
there was peace between King Jabin of Hazor and the clan of Heber the Kenite
came out to meet Sisera, and said to him, OTurn aside, my lord, turn aside to n
have no fear.O So he turned aside to her inteniheand she covered him with a
rug. Then he said to her, OPlease give me a little water to drink; for | am thirsty
she opened a skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him. He said to he
OStand at the entrance of the tent, and if anylaodgs and asks you, Ols anyone
here?0 say, ONo.OO But Jael wife of Heber took a tent peg, and took a hamrmr
hand, and went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple, until it went dow
into the grounthe was lying fast asleep from weaillaagshe died. Then, as
Barak came in pursuit of Sisera, Jael went out to meet him, and said to him, OC
and | will show you the man whom you are seeking.O So he went into her tent;
there was Sisera lying dead, with the tent peg in his temple.

So m that day God subdued King Jabin of Canaan before the Israelites.

2 Samuel 4:112- OWhen SaulOs son Ishbaal heard that Abner had died at Heb
his courage failed, and all Israel was dismayed. SaulOs son had two captains o
bands; the name die¢ one was Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab. The
were sons of Rimmon a Benjaminite from Bee\fithBeeroth is considered to
belong to Benjamin. (Now the people of Beeroth had fled to Gittaim and are the
resident aliens to this day).

SaulGson Jonathan had a son who was crippled in his feet. He was five years o
the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him ug
fled; and, in her haste to flee, it happened that he fell and became lame. His na
was Mephibdth.

Now the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, set out, and abc
heat of the day they came to the house of Ishbaal, while he was taking his noor
rest. They came inside the house as though to take wheat, and they struck him
stomach; then Rechab and his brother Baanah escaped. Now they had come ir
house while he was lying on his couch in his bedchamber; they attacked him, ki
him, and beheaded him. Then they took his head and traveled by way of the Ar
all night long. They brought the head of Ishbaal to David at Hebron and said to t
king, OHere is the head of Ishbaal, son of Saul, your enemy, who sought your |
LORD has avenged my lord the king this day on Saul and on his offspring.O
David answered Rechaid his brother Baanah, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothi
OAs the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life out of every adversity, when th
who told me, OSee, Saul is dead,O thought he was bringing good news, | seize
killed him at Z|klayth|s washe reward | gave him for his news. How much more
then, when wicked men have killed a righteous man on his bed in his own hous
now shall I not require his blood at your hand, and destroy you from the earth?(
David commanded the young men, ang Kiked them; they cut off their hands anc
feet, and hung their bodies beside the pool at Hebron. But the head of Ishbaal t
took and buried in the tomb of Abner at Hebron.O

Acts 1:1826 - In those days Peter stood up among the believers (togethesvtil
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and@&riends, the scripture had
to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, wi
became a guide for those who arrested\ldsusie was numbered among us and
wasllotted his share in this ministry.O (Now this man acquired a field with the
reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle anc
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his bowels gushed out. This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, <
the fie was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) OFor
written in the book of PsalpSLet his homestead become desalattlet there be
no one to live in itO; and OLet another take his position of overseer.O

So one of the mewho have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jes
went in and out among ,useginning from the baptism of John until the day when
was taken up fromNene of these must become a witness with us to his
resurrection.O So they proposed tieseph called Barsabbas, who was also kno
Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, OLord, you know everyoneC
Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this minis
apostleship from which Judas turnsidi@to go to his own place.O And they cast |
for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Matt. 27:5566 - Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; the
had followed Jesus from Galilee and hadgedvfor him. Among them were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the :
Zebedee.

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,
was also a disciple of Jesus. He went todtithesked for the body of Jesus; then
Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in
clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock
then rolled a great stone to the door of the tambwent away. Mary Magdalene a
the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Ph
gathered before Pilate and said, OSir, we remember what that impostoiteshiel
was still alive, OAfter three days | will rise again.O Therefore command the ton
made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him a
and tell the people, OHe has been raised from the dead,0 and thetiastemde
be worse than the first.O Pilate said to them, OYou have a guard of soldiers; g
it as secure as you can.O So they went with the guard and made the tomb sec
sealing the stone.

From a letter by Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, bishog
I have run the race: | have kept the faith

Dearly beloved, | know now that you are safe, as | was hoping, and | felt that | I
paid you a visit, by being suddenly transported over the face of the earth like
Habakkuk, when the angel brought him to DanibeW receive a letter from one o
you and see in your writings your goodness and love, joy mingles with tears, an
desire to continue reading is checked by my weeping. Both emotions are inesc:
as they vie with each other in discharging theiradw#ffection, when such a letter
satisfies my longing for you.

Days pass in this way as | imagine myself in conversation with you, and so | for
past sufferings. Consolations surround me on all sides: your firm faith, your love
your good works. Irhe midst of so many great blessings | soon imagine myself i
your company, in exile no longer.

Dearly beloved, | rejoice in your faith, in the salvation that comes from faith, in
good works, which are not confined to your own surroundings but $areaudl

wide. Like a farmer tending a sound tree, untouched by axe or fire because of it
fruit, | want not only to serve you in the body, good people that you are, but alsc
give my life for your welleing.

Somehow or other | have managed with dif§itca complete this letter. | asked Goc
constantly to keep the guards away hour by hour, and to allow the deacon to br
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some kind of greeting in writing, not simply news of my suffering. So | beg you t
keep the faith with all vigilance, to presémamnony, to be earnest in prayer, to
remember me always, so that the Lord may grant freedom to his Church which
suffering throughout the world, and that | may be set free from the sufferings thi
weigh upon me, and so be able to rejoice with you.

| also ask and beseech you in GodOs mercy, that each one of you should add t
name to the greeting in this letter. Of necessity | cannot write to each of you as
my custom. So in this letter | ask yowhalothers and holy sisters, sons and
daughtersmen and women, old and youdtp be content with this greeting and to
be good enough to give my respectful good wishes to those who are outside thi
community and are kind enough to be my friends.

FRIDAY 69:1-:23(24-30)31-38 v 73

Judges 5:118- Then Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang on that day, say

OWhen locks are long in Israghen the people offer themselves willfiglyless
the LORD!

OHear, O kings; give ear, O princes; to the LORD | wiJl sindl make meldy
to the LORD, the God of Israel.

OLORD, when you went out from Seithen you marched from the region of
Edom the earth trembledand the heavens poureithe clouds indeed poured
water.

The mountains quaked before the LORD, the One of ,Sbefbre the LORD, the
God of Israel.

Oln the days of Shamgar son of Anatthe days of Jael, caravans ceased anc
travelers kept to the byways.

The peasantry prospered in Isyatbley grew fat on plunddrecause you arose,
Deborah aroseas a mother in Israel.

When new gods were chostiren war was in the gates. Was shield or spear to t
seen among forty thousand in Israel?

My heart goes out to the commanders of Israel who offered themselves willing
among the people. Blébs LORD.

OTell of it, you who ride on white donkeysu who sit on rich carpets and you
who walk by the way.

To the sound of musicians at the watering plabese they repeat the triumphs of
the LORD the triumphs of his peasantry in lra OThen down to the gates
marched the people of the LORD.

OAwake, awake, Deborah! Awake, awake, utter a song! Arise, Barak, lead
your captivesO son of Abinoam.

Then down marched the remnant of the noble; the people of the hf@aRibed
down for him against the mighty.

From Ephraim they set out into the vallégtlowing you, Benjamin, with your kin;
from Machir marched down the commandersd from Zebulun those who bear the
marshalOs staff;
the chiefs of Issachar camé&Wieborah and Issachar faithful to Barak; into the
valley they rushed out at his heels. Among the clans of Reuben there were gr
searchings of heart.

Why did you tarry among the sheepfoldsear the piping for the flocks? Among
the clans oReuben there were great searchings of heart.

Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan; and Dan, why did he abide with the ships?
sat still at the coast of the,ssettling down by his landings.

Zebulun is a people that scorned death; Naphtalotothe heights of the field.
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2 Samuel 5:412- OThen all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and sa
OLook, we are your bone and flesh. For some time, while Saul was king over u:
you who led out Israel and brought it in. The LOsil to you: It is you who shall b
shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.O So all the elc
Israel came to the king at Hebron and King David made a covenant with them |
Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David &irey Israel. David was thirty
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. At Hebron he rei
over Judah seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all |
Judah thirtythree years.

The king and his men marchiedJerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants
the land, who said to David, OYou will not come in here, even the blind and the
will turn you back@hinking, ODavid cannot come in here.O Nevertheless David
the stronghold of Zion, which isw the city of David. David had said on that day,
OWnhoever would strike down the Jebusites, let him get up the water shaft to at
lame and the blind, those whom David hates.O Therefore it is said, OThe blind
the lame shall not come into the ke David occupied the stronghold and name
it the city of David. David built the city all around from the Millo inward. And Day
became greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of hosts, was with him.
King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to Davisgalath cedar trees, and carpenter
and masons who built David a house. David then perceived that the LORD had
established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for the sa
his people Israel.O

Acts 2:121- When the day of Pendst had come, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire
appeared among them, and a tongue restedch of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave tt
ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusal
And at this sound the crowd gathened was bewildered, because each one hearc
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they a
OAre not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, eas
in our own native language? Parthians, ieHRmites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus anPisigia and Pamphylia, Egyf
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews
proselytesCretans and Arabin our own languages we hear tmﬂaaklng about
GodOs deeds of power.O All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one anott
does this mean?0O But others sneered and said, OThey are filled with new wine

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addresseoMeznof
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to wha
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine oOclock in the
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

Oln the mdays it will be, God declarémt | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh
and your sons and your daughters shall propaedyour young men shall see
visions and your old men shall dream dreams.

Even upon my slaves, both men and wprmethose days | will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.

And | will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earthtidetmy
and fire, and smoky mist.

The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon tq bloefdre the aaing of
the LordOs great and glorious day.

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.O

Matt. 28:1-10- After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mg
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. Andlgutidec was a great
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earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing whit
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like deaBuhéme angel
said to the women, ODo not be afraid; | know that you are looking for Jesus wh
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the pla
where he lay. Then go qwckly and tell his dISCIp|eS OHe hasskeefrorai the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.O
my message for you.O So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, an
tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, OGregtiddbty came to
him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, ODo n
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.O

St Ignatius of Antioch's letter to Polycarp
For the sake of God we ralighergdyieo that he will endure us

Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to Polycarp, who is bishop of the Chur
the Smyrnaeans, or rather has God the Father as bishop over him, together wit
Lord Jesus Chri€

| was struck by the godlinesgour mindN anchored, it seems, on immovable
rockN and | rejoice that it that it was granted me to see your blameless face (mi
give me joy of it). | exhort you to press forward on your journey in the grace witt
which you have been clothed; andsfmuld exhort all men to gain salvation.
Perform your office with all diligence of body and spirit. Strive for unity, for there
nothing better. Help all men, as the Lord also helps you; suffer all men in love
(indeed, you are doing this). Pray unceglgirBeg for wisdom greater than you
already have, be watchful and keep the spirit from slumbering. Speak to each p
individually, just like God himself, and like a perfect champion bear the infirmitie
of all. The greater the toil, the greater thegali

It is no credit to you if you simply love the good among your disciples; seek alsc
tame the more troublesome by your gentleness. Remember that not all wounds
healed in the same wWaywhere the pain is acute, apply soothing poulzeprudest
the serpienall things but alwapsrmless as th& disvis.why you are both body and
spirit N so that you can deal tenderly with the things which appear visibly and pi
that the invisible things may be revealed to you. Thus you will lack aotthing
abound in every gift. These critical times have need of you, as a ship needs a
helmsman and the stortossed sailor needs a harbour. Be strict with yourself, lik
good athlete of God. The prize is immortality and eternal life, as you know. | offi
myself up as a sacrifice on your betaffyself and these chains which you yoursel
have kissed.

Do not be caught off balance by those who plausibly teach perverse doctrines.
firm as an anvil under the blows. The task of great athletes is toumigamznt

and yet conquer. But especially must we endure all things for the sake of God, !
also may endure us. Increase your efforts and watch for opportunities. Look out
the one who is above time and has no need for opportunities: the Inible
became visible for us, the Intangible who is above suffering and yet suffered foi
who in every way endured for our sake.

Make sure that the widows are not neglected. Make yourself their protector, det
only to the Lord. Let nothing be done hatit your approval, and continue to do
nothing yourself without God. Be steadfast. Hold services more frequently and
everyone to them by name. Do not be haughty to slaves, either men or women
not let them be proud; rather, let them endure slai@the glory of God so that Got
may give them a better freedom than man. Let them not enslave themselves to
own longings and demand to be set free at the ChurchOs expense.
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Saturday 75,76 v 23, 27

Judges 5:131- OThe kings cantbey fought; then fought the kings of Canaan
at Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo; they got no spoils of silver.
The stars fought from heayefnom their courses they fought against Sisera.
The torrent Kishon swept them awd#ye onrushing taent, the torrent Kishon.
March on, my soul, with might! _

OThen loud beat the horses® hoofs  with the galloping, galloping of his stee

OCurse Meroz, says the angel of the L.@RBe bitterly its inhabitantsecause
they did not cometthe help of the LORDto the help of the LORD against the
mighty.

%Most blessed of women be lhnelwife of Heber the Kenjteof tent dwelling
women most blessed.
He asked water and she gave him sl brought him curds in a lordly bowl
She put her hand to the tent peg and her right hand to the workmenQOs mallet
struck Sisera a blpwghe crushed his heashe shattered and pierced his temple.
He sank, he fellhe lay still at her feet; at her feet he sank, he fell; e Waesank,
there he fell dead.

OOut of the window she peeréue mother of Sisera gazed through the lattice:
OWhy is his chariot so long in coming? Why tarry the hoofbeats of his chariots
Her wisest ladies make answedeed, she answehe question herself:
OAre they not finding and dividing the spbil2 girl or two for every man; spoil of
dyed stuffs for Siserapoil of dyed stuffs embroideretivo pieces of dyed work
embroidered for my neck as spoil?0

OSo perish all yoenemies, O LORD! But may your friends be like the sun as
rises in its might.O And the land had rest forty years.

2 Samuel 5:226:11- OOnce again the Philistines came up, and were spread out
the valley of Rephaim. When David inquired of the (e said, OYou shall not g¢
up; go around to their rear, and come upon them opposite the balsam trees. Wi
you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then be on the
for then the LORD has gone out before you to strike dovmrmeof the
Philistines.O David did just as the LORD had commanded him; and he struck d
the Philistines from Geba all the way to Gezer.

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. David and a
people with him set out aneémt from Baalgudah, to bring up from there the ark of
God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on the
cherubim. They carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the h
of Abinadab, which was on the hilk2ah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were
driving the new cartwith the ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. David
all the house of Israel were dancing before the LORD with all their might, with s
and lyres and harps and tambourines asiicats and cymbals.

When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out his hand t
ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen shook it. The anger of the LORD wa
kindled against Uzzah; and God struck him there because he reabietand to
the ark; and he died there beside the ark of God. David was angry because the
had burst forth with an outburst upon Uzzah; so that place is callediPaakzto
this day. David was afraid of the LORD that day he said, OHow canfttieeark o
LORD come into my care?0 So David was unwilling to take the ark of the LOR
his care in the city of David; instead David took it to the house ofédbatdthe
Gittite. The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Gbedm the Gittite three
months; and the LORD blessed Obedbm and all his household.O

Acts 2:2236 - OYou that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and sig
God did through him among yoas you yourselves kiowhis man, handed over to
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you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having fre
him from death, because it was impossiblaiin to be held in its power. For Davic
says concerning hj®! saw the Lord always beforeforehe is at my right hand so
that I will not be shaken;

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will
hope.

Foryou will not abandon my soul to Hades let your Holy One experience
corruption.

You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladne:
your presence.O

OFellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our amagtbthat he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a proph
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurfehgon o
Messiah, sayin@He was not abandoned to Hades did his flesh experience
corruption.O
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore ¢
at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father tinésprof the
Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear. For David did n
ascend into the heavens, but he himself@dy® Lord said to my LofSit at my
right hand,

until | make your enemies your footstool.O O Therefore dettite house of Israel
know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus
you crucified.O

Matt. 28:1220 - While they were going, some of the guard went into the city ar
told the chief priests everything that had happeAdter the priests had assembled
with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the soldier:
telling them, OYou must say, OHis disciples came by night and stole him away
were asleep.O If this comes to the governor@e ealissatisfy him and keep you ot
of trouble.O So they took the money and did as they were directed. And this st
still told among the Jews to this day.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed then. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. An
Jesus came and said to them, OAIl authority in heaven and on earth has been ¢
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
the Father and of tH@on and of the Holy Spiriand teaching them to obey
everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, t
end of the age.O

From a letter to Polycarp by Saint Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and marty
Let everything be dodis far®ar

Avoid evil practices: indeed, preach against them. Tell my sisters to love the Lo
be content with their husbands in the flesh and in the spirit, and in the same wa
my brothers in ChristOs name to love their wives as the Lord |@restis If
anyone can remain chaste in honour of the SaviourOs flesh, then let him do so
boasting. For if he boasts of it, he is lost; and if he thinks himself for this reason
better than the bishop, he is lost. Those who marry should be unitedewi
blshopOs approval, so that the marriage may follow GodOs will and not merely
prompting of the flesh. Let everything be done for GodOs honour.

Hear your bishop, that God may hear you. My life is a sacrifice for those who ar
obedient to the bishm the presbyters and the deacons; and may it be my lotto s
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with them in God. Work together in harmony: struggle together, run together, st
together, rest together, rise together, as stewards, advisors and servants of Gor
to please him whoseldiers you are and from whom you draw your pay; let none
you prove a deserter. Let your baptism be your armour, your faith your helmet,
charity your spear, your patience your panoply. Let your good works be your de
so that you may drawtaeellearned savings. So be patient and gentle with one
another, as God is with you. May | have joy in you for ever!

Since | have heard that the church of Antioch in Syria is in peace through your
prayers, | too am more tranquil in my reliance upon Goahly | may find my way
to God through my passion and at the resurrection prove to be your disciple! M
blessed Polycarp, you should convene a godly council and appoint someone w/
you consider dear and especially diligent to be called GodOsaoduoenave the
honour of going into Syria and advancing GodOs glory by speaking of your unti
charity. A Christian is not his own master: his time is GodOs. This is GodOs wo
it will be yours as well when you have performed it. | have trostgrece of God
that you are ready to act generously when it comes to GodOs work. Since | kne
your zeal for truth, | have limited my appeal to these few words.

| could not write to all the churches because | am sailing at once from Troas to
Neapois, as is required of me. | want you, therefore, as one who knows GodOs
purpose, to write to the churches of the East and bid them to follow the same
procedure. Those who can should send representatives, while the rest should
letters through the mesggers you have sent. Thus your community will be honou
for a good work of eternal value, as you yourself deserve.

| wish all of you well for ever in Jesus Christ; through him may you all remain in
GodOs unity and in his care. Farewell in the Lord!

PROPER 13 Week of the Sunday closest to August 3

SUNDAY 93, 96 ! 34

Judges 6:P4 - The Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and tr
LORD gave them into the hand of Midian seven years. The hand of Midian pre
overlsrael; and because of Midian the Israelites provided for themselves hiding
in the mountains, caves and strongholds. For whenever the Israelites put in se
Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East would come up again
them. They would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the land, a
the neighborhood of Gaza, and leave no sustenance in Israel, and no sheep or
donkey. For they and their livestock would come up, and they would even bring
tents, aghick as locusts; neither they nor their camels could be counted; so they
wasted the land as they came in. Thus Israel was greatly impoverished becaus
Midian; and the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help.

When the Israelites cried to the LOBDaccount of the Midianitethe LORD sent
a prophet to the Israelites; and he said to them, OThus says the LORD, the Go
Israel: I led you up from Egypt, and brought you out of the house of slavery; an
delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians from the hand of all who
oppressed you, and drove them out before you, and gave you their land; and |
you, Ol am the LORD your God; you shall not pay reverence to the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you live.O But you have not given heedoice.O

Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak at Ophrah, which bel
to Joash the Abiezrite, as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine pre
hide it from the Midianites. The angel of the LORD appeared to himaahtbs
him, OThe LORD is with you, you mighty warrior.O0 Gideon answered him, OB\
if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all
wonderful deeds that our ancestors recounted to us, saying, ODid not the LORI
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us up from Egypt?O But now the LORD has cast us off, and given us into the h.
Midian.O Then the LORD turned to him and said, OGo in this might of yours ar
deliver Israel from the hand of Midian; | hereby commission you.O He respond
OBut sir, howan | deliver Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and | am
least in my family.O The LORD said to him, OBut | will be with you, and you sh
strike down the Midianites, every one of them.O Then he said fo him, OIf now |
found favor withyou, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with me. Do
depart from here until | come to you, and bring out my present, and set it before
you.O And he said, Ol will stay until you return.O

So Gideon went into his house and prepared a kidyaleavened cakes from an
ephah of flour; the meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot, and
brought them to him under the oak and presented them. The angel of God saic
him, OTake the meat and the unleavened cakes, and put them @R,thisdrpour
out the broth.O And he did so. Then the angel of the LORD reached out the tip
the staff that was in his hand, and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes
fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavenedaakes
the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight. Then Gideon perceived that it \
the angel of the LORD; and Gideon said, OHelp me, Lord GOD! For | have see
angel of the LORD face to face.O But the LORD said to him, OPeace be to yol
fear,you shall not die.O Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD, and call
The LORD is peace. To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the
Abiezrites.

2 Samuel 6:123 - Olt was told King David, OThe LORD has blessedugehbtg

of Obededom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God.O So Davi
and brought up the ark of God from the house of Gémm to the city of David
with rejoicing; and when those who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six pact
sarificed an ox and a fatling. David danced before the LORD with all his might;
David was girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel broug
the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.

As the ark of the LaRcame into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looke
out of the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; i
she despised him in her heart.

They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that
David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well
being before the LORD. When David had finished offering the burnt offerings al
the offerings of welbeing, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of ho
and distibuted food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both me
and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. T
the people went back to their homes.

David returned to bless his household. But Michal thghtdewof Saul came out to
meet David, and said, OHow the king of Israel honored himself today, uncoverii
himself today before the eyes of his servantsO maids, as any vulgar fellow mig}
shamelessly uncover himself!O David said to Michal, Olt was deforDhwho
chose me in place of your father and all his household to appoint me as prince
Israel, the people of the LORD, that | have danced before the LORD. | will mak
myself yet more contemptible than this, and | will be abased in my owntdyes; bt
the maids of whom you have spoken, by them | shall be held in honor.O And M
the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her death.O

2 Cor. 9:6-15- The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap

sparingly, and the one whansobountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you
must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing
abundance, so that by always hanoggh of everything, you may share abundan
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in every good work. As it is writj€dHe scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; hi
righteousness endures forever.O

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply y
seedor sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enr
in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God
through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the
saints butlao overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the testing o
ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of C
and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all,atthdesthey long

for you andoray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has giv
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

Mark 3:20-30 - and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even
When his family heard it, they went out to restiam, for people were saying, OHe
has gone out of his mind.O And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem s
has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.O And he
them to him, and spoke to them in parables, OHowatam &st out Satan? If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is
divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has rise
against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but thisaancome. But no one
can enter a strong manOs house and plunder his property without first tying up
strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

OTruly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemi
they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternallsirfar they had said, OHe has an unclean
spirit.O

From the beginning of a letter attributed to Barnabas

Hope of life is the beginningwarfdiénd of o

Greetings, sons and daughters. In the name of the Lord who loves us, peace b
you.

Because the Lord has granted you an abundance of blessings, | rejoice immea:
in your blessed and glorious company.

You have received abundantly that inkitvgetirace which is the SpiritOs gift, and fo
this reason | hope in my own _salvation and | give thanks all the more when | se:
bountiful fullness of the LordOs Spirit pouring over you. | have longed so much
you that when | saw you | was overwkelme

| am now convinced and fully aware that | have learned much by speaking with
for the Lord accompanied me on the road to righteousness, and so | am driven
ways to love you more than my own life. For surely there is a great store of faitt
charity within you because of your hope for life in Christ. Therefore, | have beer
thinking that if my concern for you inspires me to pass on to you a portion of wh
have received, then | will be rewarded for ministering to souls such as yours.
Consequetly, | am writing you, that you may have perfect knowledge along with
faith.

The Lord has given us these three basic doctrines: hope for eternal life, the bec
and end of our faith; justice, the beginning and end of righteousness; and lokie,
bears cheerful and joyous witness to the works of righteousness. Now the Lord
made the past and present known to us through his prophets, and he has given
ability to taste the fruits of the future beforehand. Thus, when we see prophecie
fulfilled in their appointed order, we ought to grow more fully and deeply in awe
him. Let me suggest a few thiBgst as a teacher, but as one offwhich should
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bring you joy in the present situation.

When evil days are upon us and the worker ofengalias power, we must attend to
our own souls and seek to know the ways of the Lord. In those times reverentia
and perseverance will sustain our faith, and we will find need of forbearance an
restraint as well. Provided that we hold fastdselvirtues and look to the Lord, the
wisdom, understanding, knowledge and insight will make joyous company with

Truly, the Lord has revealed to us through the prophets that he has no need of
sacrifice, burnt offerings or oblations. He says in daespyour endless sacrifices, v
they to me? says the Lord. | have had my fill of holocausts; | do not want the fai
your bulls and goats, nor your presence in my sight. Indeed, who has maeevitie
you trample my courts. Your sacrifices of fine flour are in vain; your incense is I
your feasts of the new moon, nor your sabbaths.

MONDAY 80 ! 77, [79]

Judges 6:2510 - That night the LORD said to hif®Take your fatherOs bull, the
second bull seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that belongs to you
father, and cut down the sacred pole that is beside it; and build an altar to the |
your God on the top of the stronghold here, in propeeoythen take the second
bull, and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the sacred pole that you sh
cut down.O So Gideon took ten of his servants, and did as the LORD had told
but because he was too afraid of his family and the towaspedpit by day, he did
it by night.

When the townspeople rose early in the morning, the altar of Baal was broken
and the sacred pole beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered or
altar that had been built. So they said toacmﬂher OWho has done this?0 After
searching and inquiring, they were told, OGideon son of Joash did it.O Then th
townspeople said to Joash, OBring out your son, so that he may die, for he has
down the altar of Baal and cut down the sacredesige it.O But Joash said to all
who were arrayed against him, OWill you contend for Baal? Or will you defend |
cause? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death by morning. If he is a g
him contend for himself, because his altar has bdkd plown.O Therefore on that
day Gideon was called Jerubbaal, that is to say, OLet Baal contend against hirr
because he pulled down his altar.

Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East came
together, and crossing the Jardaey encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. But the
spirit of the LORD took possession of Gideon; and he sounded the trumpet, anc
Abiezrites were called out to follow him. He sent messengers throughout all
Manasseh, and they too were called out awfdlim. He also sent messengers to
Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they went up to meet them.

Then Gideon said to God, OIn order to see whether you will deliver Israel by n
hand, as you have sdidm going to lay a fleece of wool on the thresliog ff
there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then | shall kno
you will deliver Israel by my hand, as you have said.O And it was so. When he
early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew fleecehe
fill a bowl with water. Then Gideon said to God, ODo not let your anger burn ac
me, let me speak one more time; let me, please make trial with the fleecejust(
more; let it be dry only on the fleece and on all the ground let theemwb® And
God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there
dew.

2 Samuel 7:117- ONow when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD }
given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to theepidathan,

OSee now, | am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent. o}
said to the king, OGo, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD'is with you.O
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But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tellany serv
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? | h
not lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt t
day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever | ldave
about among all the people of Israel, did | ever speak a word with any of the trik
leaders of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, O\
have you not built me a house of cedar?® Now therefore thus you shall saytol
servant Dad: Thus says the LORD of hosts: | took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and | have been with yo
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and | wi
make for you a great narfike the name of the great ones of the earth. And | will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live ir
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more,
formerly, from the time thd appointed judges over my people Israel; and | will gi
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LC
will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your
ancestors, | will raise up your ofiggy after you, who shall come forth from your
body, and | will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. | will be a father to him, and he sha
son to me. When he commits inigu | will punish him with a rod such as mortals
use, with blows inflicted by human beings. But | will not take my steadfast love 1
him, as | took it from Saul, whom | put away from before you. Your house and y
kingdom shall be made sure foreveotgefe; your throne shall be established
forever, In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan spok
David.O

Acts 2:3747- Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said tc
Peter and to the other apostles, G, what should we do?O Peter said to ther
ORepent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that
sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the prc
is for you, for your children, and f@ll who are far away, everyone whom the Lorc
our God calls to him.O And he testified with many other arguments and exhortt
them, saying, OSave yourselves from this corrupt generation.O So those who
welcomed his message were baptized, and that dathsotihousand persons were
added. They devoted themselves to the apostlesO teaching and fellowship, to
breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being don
apostles. All who believedrestogether and had all things in common; they woul
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread ¢
and ate their food with glashd generous hearfmraising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those
were being saved.

John 1:118- In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and"
Word was God. He wiaghe beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come ini
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
darkness, and the darkness ditl avercome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witne
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which entigleteeryone,
was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not acce|
But to all who received him, who believed snrf@me, he gave power to become

39



children of Godwho were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the w
of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of a fatherOs only sdhofigrace and truth. (John testified to him and crie
out, OThis was he of whom | said, OHe who comes after me ranks ahead of me
he was before me.OO) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon gra
law indeed was given throughskie; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the FatherOs he
has made him known.

The "Epistle of Barnabas"
The new law of our Lord

God swept away all these things. The new taw bord Jesus Christ imposes no
yoke of coercion and its sacrifice is not one made by man. In another place he :
them, Did | command your fathers when they came out of the land of Egypt to o
sacrifices? No, but | ceirtimamcthis: OLet none of you cherish any evil in his hear
and let none of you be fond of bitekingvews® sense then we will understand tl
loving intention of our Father. He wants us not to err as these peoplé thdsbak
how we may make our offering to him. And he telthesacrifice for the Lord is a ¢
heart, a heart that glorifies its Maker is a sweeMabeoeihtemheveardist look closel
into the matter of our salvation so that thé Bne does not slyly enter our hearts
and drag us away from the life that lies before us.

God also says to theWihy are you keeping a fast for me and filling this day with
not decreed this fast, says the Lord, nafthmameig@tiong to us, he saytere is the
fast | decree: relax your iniquitous restrictions, loosen the shackles of your oppr
debtors go free and teat up your unjust agreements. Break yongty;ghgcansegise
without clothing, give him clothes of your own. If you see one who is homeless,

Let us flee from all vanity, let us hold in aversion the Way of Wickedness and it:
works. Do not withdraw into solituds id you were already considered righteous, k
come together and seek out the common good. For Scripturd/eaysetide those w
are wise in their own eyes and knowledgeableiruthkee men sigthie Spirit, let us b
a temple consecradtéo God. As far as we can, let us devote ourselves to living in
fear of God, and let us strive to keep his commandments so that his ordinances
become our delight. When the Lord judges the world he will have no favourites:
will receive according his deeds. If he is good then his righteousness will lead h
forward; if he is evil then the reward_of iniquity will be in front of him. Let us nev:
complacently think of ourselves as OcalledO, let us never doze in our sinfulnes:
Prince of Evimay gain power over us and thrust us out from the Kingdom of the
Lord. And consider this also, my brethren, you see what great signs and wonde
wrought in Israel and yet in the end they were finally abanétetads be very

careful not to be amorbose of whom it was written thzny are called but few are

TUESDAY 78:139 ! 78:4072

Judges 7:18- Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the troops that were wit
him rose early and encamped beside the spring of Hatbtheanamp of Midian was
north of them, below the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

The LORD said to Gideon, OThe troops with you are too many for me to give 1
Midianites into their hand. Israel would only take the credit away from me, sayir
OMy own hdrhas delivered me.O Now therefore proclaim this in the hearlng of
troops, OWhoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home.OO Thus Gideo
sifted them out; twenttwo thousand returned, and ten thousand remained.
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Then the LORD said to Gideo®The troops are still too many; take them down
the water and | will sift them out for you there. When | say, OThis one shall go v
you,0 he shall go with you; and when | say, OThis one shall not go with you,0 |
not go.O So he brought the eaown to the water; and the LORD said to Gideo
OAll those who lap the water with their tongues, as a dog laps, you shall put to
side; all those who kneel down to drink, putting their hands to their mouths, you
shall put to the other side.O The bemof those that lapped was three hundred k
all the rest of the troops knelt down to drink water. Then the LORD said to Gide
OWith the three hundred that lapped | will deliver you, and give the Midianites il
your hand. Let all the others go teitthomes.O So he took the jars of the troops
from their hands, and their trumpets; and he sent all the rest of Israel back to th
own tents, but retained the three hundred. The camp of Midian was below him i
valley.

That same night the LORDa#b him, OGet up, attack the camp; for | have givel
into your hand. But if you fear to attack go down to the camp with your servant
Purah; and you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be
strengthened to attack the camp.O Thevehédown with his servant Purah to the
outposts of the armed men that were in the camp. The Midianites and the Ama
and all the people of the East lay along the valley as thick as locusts; and their |
were without number, countless as the santthe seashore. When Gideon arrived
there was a man telling a dream to his comrade; and he said, Ol had a dream,
a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, and came to the tent, €
struck it so that it fell; it turned upside dgvand the tent collapsed O And his
comrade answered, OThis is no other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, ¢
of Israel; into his hand God has given Midian and all the army.O

When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretationotstiped;
and he returned to the camp of Israel, and said, OGet up; for the LORD has giv
army of Midian into your hand.O After he divided the three hundred men into tt
companies, and put trumpets into the hands of all of them, and emptytjars, wi
torches inside the jarke said to them, OLook at me, and do the same; when | cc
to the outskirts of the camp, do as | do. When | blow the trumpet, | and all wha
with me, then you also blow the trumpets around the whole camp, and shout, C
LORD and for Gideon!O0O

2 Samuel 7:189 - OThen King David went in and sat before the LORD, and sai
OWho am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my house, that you have brought me thu
And yet this was a small th|ng in your eyes, O Lord GOD; you havealpoldn

your servantOs house for a great while to come. May this be instruction for the
O Lord GOD! And what more can David say to you? For you know your servant
Lord GOD! Because of your promise, and according to your own heart, you hav
wroudnt all this greatness, so that your servant may know it. Therefore you are ¢
O LORD God; for there is no one like you, and there is no God besides you,

according to all that we have heard with our ears. Who is like your people, like |
Is there mother nation on earth whose God went to redeem it as a people, and t
make a name for himself, doing great and awesome things for them, by driving
before his people nations and their gods? And you established your people Isra
yourself to be youyseople forever; and you, O LORD, became their God. And no\
O LORD God, as for the word that you have spoken concerning your servant ai
concerning his house, confirm it forever; do as you have promised. Thus your n
will be magnified forever in the say; OThe LORD of hosts is God over IsraelO; a
the house of your servant David will be established before you. For you, O LOF
hosts, the God of Israel, have made this revelation to your servant, saying, Ol v
you a houseO; therefore yourastvas found courage to pray this prayer to you. /
now, O Lord GOD, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promis
this good thing to your servant; now therefore may it please you to bless the ho
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your servant, so that it may contifioever before you; for you, O Lord GOD, have
spoken, and with your blessing shall the house of your servant be blessed fore\

Acts 3:111- One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour c
prayer, at three oOclock in the afternodnd a man lame from birth was being
carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple called the Beaut
Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the temple. When he se
and John about to go into the temple, he alexd for alms. Peter looked intently
at him, as did John, and said, OLook at us.O And he fixed his attention on ther
expecting to receive somethlng from them. But Peter said, Ol have no silver or
but what | have | give you; in the name of J&suist of Nazareth, stand up and
walk.O And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately
feet and ankles were made strong. Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, a
entered the temple with them, walking and leaping andngd&sid. All the people
saw him walking and praising Gadd they recognized him as the one who used t
sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled witt
wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

While he clungp Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the port
called SolomonOs Portico, utterly astonished.

John 1:1928 - This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests :
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, OWho are yousdhfetsed and did not deny
it, but confessed, Ol am not the Messiah.O And they asked him, OWhat then?
Eluah'?O He sa|d Ol am not.O OAre you the prophet?O He answered ONo.0
said to him, OWho are you? Let us have an answer for thesatwuso What do you
say about yourself”O He,galcam the voice of one crying out in the wilderness
OMake straight the way of the Lord,00 as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, OWhy then are
beptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet’>0 John
answered them, Ol baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you dg nc
the one who is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sanda
This took placén Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The "Epistle of Barnabas"
The new creation

The Lord took on the burden of delivering up his flesh to corruption for this reas
that by his sprinkled blood we should receive the remission ofcsins arade holy.
For the scripture concerning him relates partly to Israel, partly to us, and it spea
thus:He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, by
was brought as a sheep to thd slnadhteh damb before Theskéaremve ought to
give great thanks to the Lord that he has given us knowledge of the past, and w
for the present, and that we are not wholly without understanding for the future.
Scripture also sayspt unjilisare the nets spread out fohiheneiads. that if a man
has a knowledge of the way of righteousness, but turns aside into the way of d¢
he deserves to perish.

Moreover, my brethren, if the Lord endured to suffer for our life, thougls teei
Lord of all the world, the one to whom God said before the foundation of the wa
Let us make man in our imagetaow, likenes&l he endure to suffer at the hand of
man? LearnbBThe Prophets, who received grace and inspiration fromnhéade
prophecies concerning him. He had to take on human flesh if he was to destroy
and make known the Resurrection from the dead; and so he took on this burdel
fulfil the promise made to the patriarchs, to prepare the new people for himself,
to show while he was on earth that he himself will raise the dead and judge the
Furthermore, by teaching Israel and working miracles he made known his mess
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and showed his superabundant love.

By the remission of sins hemeade us in a completel§ferent mould, giving us the
souls of children, as though he were creating us afresh. It is about us that (as
Scripture tells us) God speaks to his Eehus make man after our image and likel
them rule the beasts of the earthphhéakerhiahd the fisheSedititethesbeauty of
his creation, he addiscrease and multiply and filHénevaarsipeaking to his Son but
will show you that he speaks to us as well. In the last days he made a second c
and the Lod saysSee, | make the last thingsTémstieiihstt the prophet was talking
about when he proclaimenter into a land flowing with milk and honeysead rule
then, we have been created afresh, as he says again through anotieBehojdh |
will take the stony hearts out ¢hiteptayde people who were already being fore:
by the Spiritand put hearts of flesh iH®hgathis because he was going to appe
the flesh himself and dwell among us. So,netyfen, the habitation of our hearts is
a shrine consecrated to the Lord. Moreover the Lord sélyproclaim you in the ass¢
of my brethren, | will sing hymns to you in the midst of the Assetimbte dumetide of
people he has brght into the good land.

WEDNESDAY 119:97120 ! 81, 82

Judges 7:18:12- So Gideon and the hundred who were with him came to the
outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just ¢
watch; and they blewettrumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands.
the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars, holding in their left h
the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow; and they cried, OA sv
for the LORD and for Gleon!O Every man stood in his place all around the carr
and all the men in camp ran; they cried out and fled. When they blew the three
hundred trumpets, the LORD set every manOs sword against his fellow and ag
the army; and the army fled asdaBetkshittah toward Zererah, as far as the bord
of Abetmeholah, by Tabbath. And the men of Israel were called out from Naph
and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they pursued after the Midianites.

Then Gideon sent messengers througHbtheahnl country of Ephraim, saying,
OCome down against the Midianites and seize the waters against them, as far i
barah, and also the Jordan.O So all the men of Ephraim were called out, and th
seized the waters as far as- -Batiah, and also ¢hJordan. They captured the two
captains of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; they killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Ze
they killed at the wine press of Zeeb, as they pursued the Midianites. They brot
the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond the Jordan.

Then the Ephraimites said to him, OWhat have you done to us, not to call us v
you went to fight against the Midianites?O And they upbraided him violently. S
said to them, OWhat have | done now in comparison with you? Is not the gleani
the gapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer? God has given into yi
hands the captains of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; what have | been able to do in
comparison with you?0 When he said this, their anger against him subsided.

Then Gideon came to therdan and crossed over, he and the three hundred wh
were with him, exhausted and famished. So he said to the people of Succoth, (
give some loaves of bread to my followers, for they are exhausted, and | am pu
Zebah and Zalmunna, the kingdvbfiian.O But the officials of Succoth said, ODo
you already have in your possession the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna, that w
give bread to your army?0O Gideon replied, OWell then, when the LORD has gi
Zebah and Zalmunna into. my hand, | will tpdenyour flesh on the thorns of the
wilderness and on briers.O From there he went up to Penuel, and made the sa
request of them; and the people of Penuel answered him as the people of Succ
answered. So he said to the people of Penuel, OWhenbaxk victorious, | will
break down this tower.O
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Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their army, about fifteen thouse
men, all who were left of all the army of the people of the East; for one hundred
twenty thousand men bearing arms hadhfal& Gideon went up by the caravan
route east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and attacked the army; for the army was of
guard. Zebah and Zalmunna fled; and he pursued them and took the two kings
Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and threw all the army iptme.

2 Samuel 9:113- ODavid asked, Ols there still anyone left of the house of Saul t
whom | may show kindness for JonathanOs sake?O Now there was a servant ¢
house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and he was summoned to David. The kin
him, OAre you Ziba?O And he said, OAt your service!O The king said, Ols ther.
remaining of the house of Saul to whom | may show the kindness of God”O Zit
to the king, OThere remains a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet. O The
said tohim, OWhere is he?0 Ziba said to the kmg, OHe is in the house of Machi
of Ammiel, at Ledebar.O Then King David sent and brought him from the house
Machir son of Ammiel, at kdebar. Mephibosheth son of Jonathan son of Saul c:
to David, and felbn his face and did obeisance. David said, OMephibosheth!O F
answered Ol am your servant.O David said to him, ODo not be afraid, for | will
you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan; | will restore to you all the lai
your grandfather $& and you yourself shall eat at my table always. O He did obe
and said, OWhat is your servant, that you should look upon a dead dog such as
Then the king summoned SaulOs servant Ziba, and said to him, OAIl that belon
Saul and to all hisdise | have given to your masterOs grandson. You and your ¢
and your servants shall till the land for him, and shall bring in the produce, so th
your masterOs grandson may have food to eat; but your masterOs grandson
Mephibosheth shall always eatyatable,O Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty
servants. Then Ziba said to the king, OAccording to all that my lord the king
commands his servant, so your servant will do.O Mephibosheth ate at DavidOs
like one of the kmgOs sons. Mephiboshethymdhg son whose name was Mica.
And all who lived in ZibaOs house became MephiboshethOs servants. Mephibc
lived in Jerusalem, for he always ate at the kingOs table. Now he was lame in k
feet.O

Acts 3:1226 - When Peter saw it, he addressegé¢iople, OYou Israelites, why do
you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or p
had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of J
the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant ddwmrs, you handed over and
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. Buty
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer givieantb yc
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the deadhiSave are
witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong,
you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfec
in_the presence of all of you.

OAnNd now, friends, | know that yoteddn ignorance, as did also your rulers. In
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Me:
would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wipec
so that times of refreshing may cdrom the presence of the Lord, and that he ma
send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, J@kosmust remain in heaven until
the time of universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy
prophets. Moses said, OThe Lord your Godaigi#l up for you from your own
people a prophet like me. You must listen to whatever he tells you. And it will b
everyone who does not listen to that prophet will be utterly rooted out of the pec
And all the prophets, as many as have spiogenSamuel and those after him, alsc
predicted these days. You are the descendants of the prophets and of the cove
that God gave to your ancestors, saying to Abraham, OAnd in your descendant
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families of the earth shall be blessed.0 WhemaiGedi up his servant, he sent him
first to you, to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.O

John 1:2942 - The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, C
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! fidisfiszhom | said, _
OAfter me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.O
did not know him; but | came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might
revealed to Israel.O And John testified, Ol saw the Spirit destendhmeaven like
a dove, and it remained on him. | myself did not know him, but the one who sel
to baptlze with water said to me, OHe on whom you see the Spirit descend and
is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. 0 And | myself haaedseave
testified that this is the Son of God.O

The next day John again was standing with two of his diseiglas he watched
Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, OLook, here is the Lamb of God!O The two disci
heard him say this, and they followedslesVhen Jesus turned and saw them
following, he said to them, OWhat are you looking for?O They said to him, ORa
(which translated means Teacher) Owhere are you staying?O He said to therr
and see.O They came and saw where he was stayieg, ranthined with him that
day. It was about four oOclock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard Joh
and followed him was Andrew, Simon PeterOs brother. He first found his broth
Simon and said to him, OWe have found the MessiahO (whitdlatetl Anointed).
He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, OYou are Simon son
John. You are to be called CephasO (which is translated Peter).

The "Epistle of Barnabas"
The way of light

The Way of Light is this: if any man wants tajeyto his appointed home then he
must put his whole heart into his work. To aid our steps on the road, illuminatiot
has been given to us as follfisve your Maker, fear your Creator, glorn‘y him wh
redeemed you from death. Be simple in heart, andmispirit. Shun the company
of those who walk in the way of death. Hate all that is not pleasing to God, hate
hypocrisy, and never desert the commandments of the Lord. Do not proclaim yt
own importance but keep a modest and humble mind. Do ndbsamler yourself

in glory. Make no evil plans against your neighbour. Keep away from the sin of
presumption.

Love your neighbour more than your own life. Do not procure abortion, do not
commit infanticide. Do not withhold your discipline from your soyaur daughter
but teach them the fear of God from their childhood onwards. Do not covet your
neighbourOs goods or avariciously hold on to your own. Do not cultivate intimau
the great but keep company with humble and virtuous men. When tribulatiens ¢
upon you, receive them as you would receive good things, seeing that that noth
happens without God. Do not equivocate or speak in double meanings.

Share your goods with your neighbour and do not insist that they are youks alor
for if you are shars in that which is incorruptible, how much more must you be
sharers in that which is corruptible. Do not be in a hurry to speak, for the tongue
deadly snare. Keep your soul as pure as you can. Do not be someone who stre
out his hands to takenébut keeps them tight shut when it comes to giving. If
anyone expounds the word of the Lord to you, love them as the apple of your e'

Keep the day of judgement in mind, day and night. Seek the daily company of t
people of God, either labouring by waf mouthN by going among them, exhortin
them and striving to save souls by the Wandlabouring with your hands, earning ¢
ransom for your sins.
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Do not hesitate to give, and give without grumbling: you will discover who can k
generous with his revas. Keep the commandments you have received, adding
nothing and taking nothing away. Hold evil in detestation. Make your decisions
and uprightly. Do not cause quarrels, but rather bring together those who are in
dispute and reconcile them. Confgesir own sins. Do not set about prayer when
you have a bad conscience. This is the Way of Light.

THURSDAY [83] OR 145 | 85, 86

Judges 8:2285- Then the Israelites said to Gideon, ORule over us, you and yo
son and your grandson also; you have delivered us out of the hand of Midian.O
Gideon said to them, Ol will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you
LORD will rule over you.O Then Gideon said to them, OLet me make a reques
you; each of you give me an earringasetaken as booty.O (For the enemy had
golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) OWe will willingly give them,
answered. So they spread a garment, and each threw into it an earring he had 1
booty. The weight of the golden earrings tte requested was one thousand seve
hundred shekels of gold (apart from the crescents and the pendants and the pu
garments worn by the kings of Midian, and the collars that were on the necks of
camels). Gideon made an ephod of it and pathis town, in Ophrah; and all
Israel prostituted themselves to it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and t
family. So Midian was subdued before the Israelites, and they lifted up their he
more. So the land had rest forty years in thead&ysleon.

Jerubbaal son of Joash went to live in his own house. Now Gideon had seven
his own offspring, for he had many wives. His concubine who was in Shechem
bore him a son, and he named him Abimelech. Then Gideon son of Joasladiec
good old age, and was buried in the tomb of his father Joash at Ophrah of the
Abiezrites.

As soon as Gideon died, the Israelites relapsed and prostituted themselves wi
Baals, making Bahkrith their god. The Israelites did not remember th&DO
their God, who had rescued them from the hand of all their enemies on every si
and they did not exhibit loyalty to the house of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in reti
for all the good that he had done to Israel.

2 Samuel 11:27 - OIn the spring dhe year, the time when kings go out to battle,
David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammu
and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his codaeteanvalking
about on the roof of the kingOs house that he saw from the roof a woman bath
woman was very beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It
reported, OThis is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the ®ligi
David sent messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (!
was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. The wo
conceived; and she sent and told David, Ol am pregnant.O

So David sent word toab, OSend me Uriah the Hittite.O And Joab sent Uriah to
David. When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, :
how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, OGo down to your house, an
your feet.O Uriah went out of the king@use, and there followed him a present frc
the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of the kingOs house with all the servan
lord, and did not go down to his house. When they told David, OUriah did not g
down to his house,O David said tohJi@You have just come from a journey. Why
did you not go down to your house?0O Uriah said to David, OThe ark and Israel
Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are cam,
the open field; shall | then go to my houseaband to drink, and to lie with my
wife? As you I|ve and as your soul lives, | will not do such a thing.O Then Davic
to Uriah, ORemain here today also, and tomorrow | will send you back.O So Ur
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remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next dayd Devited him to eat and drink
in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on h
couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by tldedfidiriah. In the
letter he wrote, OSet Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then drav
back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.O As Joab was besiegin
city, he aSS|gned Uriah to the place where he knew there were vailast Wae

men of the city came out and fought with Joab; and some of the servants of Da
among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite was killed as well. Then Joab sent and t
David all the news about the fighting; and he instructed the messengery@Wher
have finished telling the king all the news about the fighting, then, if the kingOs
rises, and if he says to you, OWhy did you go so near the city to fight? Did you
know that they would shoot from the wall? Who killed Abimelech son of d8rubb:
Did not a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died
Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?0 then you shall say, OYour servant
Hittite is dead t00.00

So the messenger went, and came and told David all thiaadsaimt him to tell.
The messenger said to David, OThe men gained an advantage over us, and ca
against us in the field; but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. Thel
archers shot at your servants from the wall; some of the kingkis ae¢ dead; and
your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.O David said to the messenger, OThi
shall say to Joab, ODo not let this matter trouble you, for the sword devours no
and now another; press your attack on the city, and overti@onitl encourage
him.O

When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentatic
him. When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, ar
became his wife, and bore him a son. i

But the thing that David had d®displeased the LORD,O

Acts 4:112- While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, thi
captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came tontlieinannoyed because they
were teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus thereesutinection of the
dead. So they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it w
already evening. But many of those who heard the word believed; and they nui
about five thousand.

The next day their rulers, elders, andlsesiassembled in Jerusaleith Annas
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of tpeiddty
family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, C
what power or by what name did you do this Héter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, said to them, ORulers of the people and elflars are questioned today
because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how thi
been healedet it be known to all of you, and to all geople of Israel, that this man
is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is Othe stone that\
rejected by you, the builders; it has become the came©
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven give!
among mortals by which we must be saved.O

John 1:4351- The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip ani
said to him, OFollow me.O Now Philipfwas Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Ph|I|p found Nathanael and said to him, OWe have found him about whc
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazar
Nathanael said to him, OCan anything good come outare&O Philip said to
him, OCome and see.O When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he se
him, OHere is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!O Nathanael asked |
OWhere did you get to know me?0 Jesus answered, Ol saw you giticer bledoiie
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Philip called you.O Nathanael replied, ORabbi, you are the Son of God! You ar
King of Israel!lO Jesus answered, ODo you believe because | told you that | sa
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.O Anddaisaid®Very
truly, | tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending a
descending upon the Son of Man.O

St Cyprian's letter to Successus
The soldiers of Christ have not been destroyed, but crowned

Dear brother, the reason why Liibnot write to you immediately was that all the
clergy were embroiled in the heat of the conflict. They could not possibly leave,
them having prepared themselves for divine and heavenly glory.

But now the messengers have come back, those whoto tree City to find out
and report the truth of whatever decrees had been made abéart psople have
been imagining all sorts of different possibilities. Here, then, is the truth:

Valerian sent a rescript to the Senate, saying that bishopstarsesingl deacons
should all receive immediate punishment; that senators, knights, and other mer
importance should lose their rank and their property, and if they still persisted ir
being Christians, they should lose their heads; and that matrons séalggrived

of their property and be sent into exile. Members of CaesarOs own household,
whether they had confessed their faith before or were only confessing it now, st
be deprived of their property, bound in chains, and sent as slaves to his estates

To this command, Valerian attached a copy of the letters which he had sent to t
governors of the various provinces about us; and we daily await the arrival of th
letters, bracing ourselves, each according to the strength of his faith, for timegsuf
that is to be endured, and looking forward to the help and mercy of the Lord anc
crown of eternal life.

You should know, however, that Sixtus was martyred in the cemetery on the six
August, and four deacons with him. Moreover, the prefetig i@ity are daily
pushing forward this persecution, and anyone who is presented to them is mart
and all his property confiscated by the state.

| beg you to make these things known to the rest of our colleagues, so that thro
their encouragement tlvehole brotherhood may be strengthened and made read
the spiritual conflicBso that each one of us may think less of death and more of
immortalitybso that everyone, dedicated to the Lord with full faith and total cour
may rejoice in this confd@en and not fear it, for they know that the soldiers of Got
and Christ are not destroyed, but crowned.

Dearest brother, always fare well in the Lord.

FRIDAY 88 ! 91, 92

Judges 9:116,1921- Now Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to Shetthkin
motherOs kinsfolk and said to them and to the whole clan of his motherQsStami
in the hearing of all the lords of Shechem, OWhich is better for you, that all sev:
the sons of Jerubbaal rule over you, or that one rule over you?O Reisentiier |
am your bone and your flesh.O "So his motherOs kinsfolk spoke all these words
behalf in the hearing of all the lords of Shechem; and their hearts inclined to foll
Abimelech, for they said, OHe is our brother.O They gave him sevestgfsilver
out of the temple of Badkerith with which Abimelech hired worthless and reckles
fellows, who followed him. He went to his fatherOs house at Ophrah, and killec
brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone; but Jathmuntiest
son of Jerubbaal, survived, for he hid himself. Then all the lords of Shechem ai
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Beth-millo came together, and they went and made Abimelech king, by the oak
pillar at Shechem.

When it was told to Jotham, he went and stood doglef Mount Gerizim, and
cried aloud and said to them, OListen to me, you lords of Shechem, so that Got
listen to you.

The trees once went out to anoint a king over themselves. So they said to the
tree OReign over us.O

The olive treersswered themOShall | stop producing my rich oil by which god:
and mortals are honoredand go to sway over the trees?0

Then the trees said to the fig {ré@You come and reign over us.O

But the fig tree answered the@Shall | stop producimy sweetness and my
delicious fruif and go to sway over the trees?0

Then the trees said to the vir@You come and reign over us.O

But the vine said to then©Shall | stop producing my wine that cheers gods ar
mortals and go to sway ovbke trees?0

So all the trees said to the bramhﬂ)e(ou come and reign over us.0

And the bramble said to the tre@lf in good faith you are anointing me king ovel
you then come and take refuge in my shade;_ but if not, let fire come out of th
bramble and devour the cedars of Lebanon.®

ONow therefore, if you acted in good faith and honor when you made Abimele
king, and if you have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done tc
his actions deservéd
if, | say, you hawected in good faith and honor with Jerubbaal and with his house
this day, then rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you; but if not, le
fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the lords of Shechem, andchileth
and let fire come out frorthe lords of Shechem, and from Betiilo, and devour
Abimelech.O Then Jotham ran away and fled, going to Beer, where he remainu
fear of his brother Abimelech.

2 Samuel 12:114- Oand the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and
to him, OThere were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. -
rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing but on
ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and \
his children;it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in f
bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. Now there came a traveler to the rich
and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfare
had comed him, but he took the poor manOs lamb, and prepared that for the gt
who had come to him.O Then DavidOs anger was greatly kindled against the rr
said to Nathan, OAs the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to di
shall restore the ldorfourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no
pity.O

Nathan said to David, OYou are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Isra
anointed you king over Israel, and | rescued you from the hand of Saul; | gave )
your masterOs house] gaur masterOs wives into your bosom, and gave you the
house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, | would have added
much more. Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil ir
sight? You have struck down Uria Hittite with the sword, and have taken his w
to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now ther
the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite b your wife. Thus says the LORD: | will raise
up trouble against you from within your own house; and | will take your wives b
your eyes, and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in tr
of this very sun. For you did itcsetly; but | will do this thing before all Israel, and

before the sun.O David said to Nathan, Ol have sinned against the LORD.O Ne
said to David, ONow the LORD has put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevert
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because by this deed you havelyigeorned the LORD, the child that is born to yo
shall die.OO

Acts 4:1331- Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realizec
they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized th:
companions of Jesus. Wheey saw the man who had been cured standing besic
them, they had nothing to say in opposition. So they ordered them to leave the
council while they discussed the matter with one another. They said, OWhat wi
do with them? For it is obvious to allafve in Jerusalem that a notable sign has
been done through them; we cannot deny it. But to keep it from spreading furtt
among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.C
they called them and ordered them not to spetgaoh at all in the name of Jesus.
But Peter and John answered them, OWhether it is right in GodOs sight to liste!
rather than to God, you must judge; for we cannot keep from speaking about w
have seen and heard.O After threatening trem #wpy let them go, finding no way
to punish them because of the people, for all of them praised God for what had
happened. For the man on whom this sign of healing had been performed was
than forty years old.

After they were released, theptve their friends and reported what the chief
priests and the elders had said to them. When they heard it, they raised their v
together to God and said, OSovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the ear
sea, and everything in theﬂns youwho said by the Holy Spirit through our
ancestor David, your servant: OWhy did the Gentilesinabhe peoples imagine
vain things?

The kings of the earth took their staraohd the rulers have gathered together
against the Lord and against hissklah.O

For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom yot
anointed to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place
And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your w
with all boldnesswhile you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders
performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.O When they had pray
placein which they were gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness.

John 2:212- On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there. Jesusiardisciples had also been invited to the
wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, OThey ha
wine.O "And Jesus said to her, OWoman, what concern is that to you and to me
hour has not yet come.O His mother said to thens®, ODo whatever he tells you.
Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification,
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, OFill the jars with water.O
they filled them up to the brim. He saiditem, ONow draw some out, and take it
the chief steward.O So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that ha
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who t
drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegiod said to him, OEveryon
serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have becc
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.O Jesus did this, the first of |
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; amishiples believed in him.

After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his
disciples; and they remained there a few days.
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From a Spiritual Canticle by Saint John of the Cross, pries
| give myself as your spouse for ever

The soul united to God and transformed in him draws from within God a divine
breath, much like the most high God himself. And God, abiding in the soul, bre¢
forth the life of the soul as its exemplar. This | take to be what Paul meant wher
said: Beasse you are children of God, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into yo
hearts, crying, OAbba, FatherO; this is what takes place in those who have ach
perfectlon

One should not wonder that the soul is capable of so sublime an activity. For if !
0 favours her that she is made dké by union with the most Holy Trinity, | ask
you then, why it should seem so incredible that the soul, at one with the Trinity .
in the greatest possible likeness to it, should share the understanding, knowled
love which God achieves in himself.

How this is possible no other power or wisdom can express, save by explaining
the Son of God obtained this sublime state for us and won for us the power to t
children of God, as he asked of the Father: Fatlesite that where | am those yoi
have given me may also be with me, that they may see the glory you have give
is, that they may share with certainty the very task | perform.

And then he said: Not for them alone do | ask but also for those lixdwwei to
believe in me through their teaching, that all may be one as you, Father, are on
me and | in you, that they may be one in us; that the world may believe that you
sent me. And the glory you have given me | have given them that treegmaasb
we are. | in them, you in me, that they may be made perfect, and the world will |
that you sent me and as you have loved me, so | have loved them.

The Father thus gives them the same love he shares with the Son, though not t
nature as with th8on, but through unity and transformation of love. One should
not think that the Son is asking the Father to make the saints one with him in es
and nature as the Son is with the Father, but rather that they be united with him
love, just as the Frar and Son are one in the essential unity of love. Accordingly
souls possess the same goods by patrticipation that the Son possesses by natu
result, they are truly divine by participation, equals and companions of God.

Thus Peter said: May graod aeace be perfected in you in the knowledge of Goc
and Christ Jesus our Lord. For all things of his divine power, which are given to
for our life and goodness, are given through the knowledge of him who called u
his own glory and power, by whiehhtas given us great and precious promises, th
by these we may be made partakers of the divine nature. So the soul, in this un
which God has ordained, joins in the work of the Trinity, not yet fully as in the lif
come, but nonetheless even now neal and perceptible way.

O my soul, created to enjoy such exquisite gifts, what are you doing, where is y
going? How wretched is the blindness of AdamOs children, if indeed we are blit
such a brilliant light and deaf to so insistent a voice.

SATURDAY 87, 90 ! 136

Judges 9:225,50-57- Abimelech ruled over Israel three years. But God sent :
evil spirit between Abimelech and the lords of Shechem; and the lords of Shect
dealt treacherously with Abimelech. This happentthsthe violence done to the
seventy sons of Jerubbaal might be avenged and their blood be laid on their brc
Abimelech, who killed them, and on the lords of Shechem, who strengthened hi
hands to kill his brothers. So, out of hostility to him, thhddamf Shechem set
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ambushes on the mountain tops. They robbed all who passed by them along th
and it was reported to Abimelech.

Then Abimelech went to Thebez, and encamped against Thebez, and took it.
there was a strong tower within the, @it all the men and women and all the lord
of the city fled to it and shut themselves in; and they went to the roof of the towe
Abimelech came to the tower, and fought against it, and came near to the entra
the tower to burn it with fire. B certain woman threw an upper millstone on
AbimelechOs head, and crushed his skull. Immediately he called to the young
who carried his armor and said to him, ODraw your sword and kill me, so peopl
not say about me, OA woman killed him.OOySortgeman thrust him through, and
he died. When the Israelites saw that Abimelech was dead, they all went home
God repaid Abimelech for the crime he committed against his father in killing hit
seventy brothers; and God also made all the wickedrike people of Shechem fa
back on their heads, and on them came the curse of Jotham son of Jerubbaal.

2 Samuel 12:131- OThen Nathan went to his house.

The LORD struck the child that UriahOs wife bore to David, and it became very
David theréore pleaded with God for the child; David fasted, and went in and lay
night on the ground. The elders of his house stood beside him, urging him to ris
from the ground; but he would not, nor did he eat food with them. On the seven
day the child diedAnd the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child
dead; for they said, OWhile the child was still alive, we spoke to him, and he dic
listen to us; how then can we tell him the child is dead? He may do himself som
harm.O But whend¥id saw that his servants were whispering together, he perce
that the child was dead; and David said to his servants, Ols the child dead?0 T
OHe is dead.O

Then David rose from the ground, washed, anointed himself, and changed his
clothes. Havent into the house of the LORD, and worshiped; he then went to hit
own house; and when he asked, they set food before him and he ate. Then his
servants said to him, OWhat is this thing that you have done? You fasted and w
the child while it Wasmb but when the child died, you rose and ate food.O He s:
OWhile the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for | said, OWho knows? The
may be gracious to me, and the child may live.O But now he is dead; why shou
Can | bring him bacbgain? | shall go to him, but he will not return to me.O

Then David consoled his wife Bathsheba, and went to her, and lay with her; anc
bore a son, and he named him Solomon. The LORD loved him, and sent a mes
by the prophet Nathan; so he named Bedidiah, because of the LORD.

Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the Ammonites, and took the royal city. Joz
messengers to David, and said, Ol have fought against Rabbah; moreover, | he
the water city. Now, then, gather the rest of thplpa@ogether, and encamp against
the city, and take it; or | myself will take the city, and it will be called by my nam
David gathered all the people together and went to Rabbah, and fought against
took it. He took the crown of Milcom from Hisad; the weight of it was a talent of
gold, and in it was a precious stone; and it was pIaced on DavidOs head. He al:
brought forth the spoil of the city, a very great amount. He brought out the peop
who were in it, and set them to work with sawgamgicks and iron axes, or sent
them to the brickworks. Thus he did to all the cities of the Ammonites. Then Da
and all the people returned to Jerusalem.O

Acts 4:325:11- Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart
soul, and nmne claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything t
owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their testimor
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was
needy person amg them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostlesO feet, and i
distributed to each as any had need. There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Ji
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to whom the apostlesvgahe name Barnabas (which means Oson of
encouragementO). He sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the mone
and laid it at the apostlesO feet.

But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece
property; withhis wifeOs knowledge he kept back some of the proceeds, and b
only a part and laid it at the apostlesO feet. OAnanias,O Peter asked, Owhy he
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds ol
land? Whig it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sol
were not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have contrived this d
your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!O Now when Ananias heard these
he fell dowrand died. And great fear seized all who heard of it. The young men
and wrapped up his body, then carried him out and buried him.

After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had
happened. Peter said to her, OTeliwhether you and your husband sold the land
for such and such a price.O And she said, OYes, that was the price.O Then Pe
to her, OHow is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to t
test? Look the feet of those who havedyour husband are at the door, and they
will carry you out.O Immediately she fell down at his feet and died. When the y
men came in they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried her besid
husband. And great fear seized the wholelkland all who heard of these things.

John 2:1325- The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jeru
In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money
changers seated at their tables. Making a whipdsf be drove all of them out of
the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the n
changers and overturned their tables. He told those whq were selling the dove:
OTake these things out of here! Stop making my Fathes®a marketplace!O His
disciples remembered that it was written, OZeal for your house will consume mi
The Jews then said to him, OWhat sign can you show us for doing this?O Jest
answered them, ODestroy this temple, and in three days | willupi€e The Jews
then said, OThis temple has been under construction forsigryears, and will you
raise it up in three days?O But he was speaking of the temple of his body. Afte
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he hbaid;sadl they
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover festival, many believed in his
because they saw the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part would nor
himself tothem, because he knew all people and needed no one to testify about
anyone; for he himself knew what was in everyone.

Irenaeus, Against the Heresies
| desire mercy and not sacrifice

God did not seek sacrifices and holocausts, but faith, and obediehce, an
righteousness, for the sake of their salvation. As God said, teaching his will thrc
Hosea the prophetyhat | want is love, not sacrifice; knowledge of Gad Lood holo:
taught the same, saylhgou had understood the meanmg/dfiahé wamntis mercy, ni
sacrifice, you would not have condemritduhédlboneledsess to the truth of the
prophetsO teachings while convicting the people of culpable folly.

Giving directions to His disciples to offer to God the-firsits of his own

creationN not offering them as if God needed them but so that they themselves
should not be sterile or ungratefihe took a created thing, bread, gave thanks, a
saidThis is my bag.as for the cup, which is part of the same cneadias, he
proclaimed it to be his blood and taught that it was the new offering of the new
covenant. The Church received this from the Apostles and offers it to God
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throughout the world, to the God who gives us food, theffirgs of his gifts under
the new covenant. Malachi, one of the twelve prophets, foretold this as fallows:
not pleased with you, says the Lord of Hosts; from your hands | find no offering:
east to farthest west my name is honouredhathengriiveneati@sacrifice of incense
my name, and a pure offering too, since my name is honoured among the natio
Thus he clearly indicated that the people of old (the Jews) would cease to make
offerings to God, btthat in every place a sacrifice would be offered, and a pure
sacrifice at that; and his name would glorified among the nations.

What other name is there which is glorified among the Gentiles than that of our
Lord, by whom the Father is glorified, and nadso? Because it is the name of his

own Son, who was made man by him, he calls it his own. Just as a king, if he h
paints a portrait of his son, is right in calling this portrait his own, both because |
because it is a portrait of his son anthhiee he himself painted it, so also the Fath
professes the name of Jesus Christ, glorified in the Church throughout the worli
be his own, both because it is that of his Son, and because he himself wrote it ¢
gave it for the salvation of mankind.

The prophetOs words are doubly appropriate, both because the SonOs name k&
properly to the Father, and because the Church everywhere makes her offering
almighty God through Jesus Chriatevery place incense is offered to my name, ¢
sadiceFor as John says in the Apocalypse, intetiseprayer of the saints.

PROPER14 week of the Sunday closest to August 10

SUNDAY 66, 67 ! 19, 46

Judges 11:11,2940 - Now Jephthah the Gileadite, the son of a prostiuas,a
mighty warrior. Gilead was the father of Jephthah. GileadOs wife also bore hirr
and when his wifeOs sons grew up, they drove Jephthah away, saying to him, (
not inherit anything in our fatherOs house; for you are the son of anatiear.®o
Then Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the land of Tob. Outlaws colle
around Jephthah and went raiding with him.

After a time the Ammonites made war against Israel. And when the Ammonite
made war against Israel, the elders @a@ilvent to bring Jephthah from the land o
Tob. They said to Jephthah, OCome and be our commander, so that we may fi
with the Ammonites.O But Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, OAre you not
very ones who rejected me and drove me out oftray(athouse? So why do you
come to me now when you are in trouble?O The elders of Gilead said to Jephtl
ONevertheless, we have now turned back to you, so that you may go with us ar
with the Ammonites, and become head over us, over all theanksbf Gilead.O
Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, OIf you brlng me home again to fight with
Ammonites, and the LORD gives them over to me, | will be your head.O And tf
elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, OThe LORD will be witness betweemillis; w
surely do as you say.O So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the pe
made him head and commander over them; and Jephthah spoke all his words |
the LORD at Mizpah.

Then the spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passgghtiGilead
and Manasseh. He passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead |
passed on to the Ammonites. And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD, and sai
you will give the Ammonites into my hatigtn whoever comes out of the doors of
my haise to meet me, when | return victorious from the Ammonites, shall be the
LORDOS, to be offered up by me as a burnt offering.0 So Jephthah crossed 0
the Ammonites to fight against them; and the LORD gave them into his hand.
inflicted a massivesteat on them from Aroer to the neighborhood of Minnith,
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twenty towns, and as far as Ateramim. So the Ammonites were subdued before
the people of Israel.

Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah; and there was his daughter comi
to meet him wit timbrels and with dancing. She was his only child; he had no so
daughter except her. When he saw her, he tore his clothes, and sald OAlas, i
daughter! You have brought me very low; you have become the cause of great
to me. For | have opedeny mouth to the LORD, and | cannot take back my vow.
She said to him, OMy father, if you have opened your mouth to the LORD, do t
according to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the LORD has given yc
vengeance against your enemies, the Aitesdd And she said to her father, OLet
this thing be done for me: Grant me two months, so that | may go and wander ¢
mountains, and bewail my virginity, my companions and 1.O 0OGo,O he said an
her away for two months. So she departed, sheeamdmpanions, and bewailed he
virginity on the mountains. At the end of two months, she returned to her father
who did with her according to the vow he had made. She had never slept with ¢
So there arose an Israelite custom that for four damysyear the daughters of Israe
would go out to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.

2 Samuel 13:22 - OSome time passed. DavidOs son Absalom had a beautiful <
whose name was Tamar; and DavidOs son Amnon fell in love with herwasso
tormented that he made himself ill because of his sister Tamar, for she was a v
and it seemed impossible to Amnon to do anything to her. But Amnon had a frie
whose name was Jonadab, the son of DavidOs brother Shimeah; and Jonadab
crafty man. He said to him, OO son of the king, why are you so haggard mornin
morning? Will you not tell me?O Amnon said to him, Ol love Tamar, my brother
AbsalomOs sister.O Jonadab said to him, OLie down on your bed, and pretend
and wha your father comes to see you, say to him, OLet my sister Tamar come
give me something tg eat, and prepare the food in my sight, so that I may see it
eat it from her hand.OO So Amnon lay down, and pretended to be ill; and when
king came to sédm, Amnon said to the king, OPlease let my sister Tamar come
make a couple of cakes in my sight, so that | may eat from her hand.Q_

Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, OGo to your brother AmnonOs house
prepare food for him.O So Tamar werlidobrother AmnonOs house, where he w.
lying down. She took dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the
Then she took the pan and set them out before him, but he refused to eat. Amn
said, OSend out everyone from me.O So everyd)rumlt/\fmm him. Then Amnon
said to Tamar, OBring the food into the chamber, so that | may eat from your hé
So Tamar took the cakes she had made, and brought them into the chamber to
Amnon her brother. But when she brought them near him to eat, hadtzbkf

her, and said to her, OCome, lie with me, my sister. O She answered him, ONo,
brother do not force me; for such a thrng is not done in Israel; do not do anythlr
vile! As for me, where could | carry my shame? And as for you, you wouldebe a:
of the scoundrels in Israel. Now therefore, | beg you, speak to the king; for he w
not withhold me from you.O But he would not listen to her; and being stronger t|
she, he forced her and lay with her.

Then Amnon was seized with a very greathoditi her; indeed, his loathing was
even greater than the lust he had felt for her. Amnon said to her, OGet out!O Bl
said to him, ONo, my brother; for this wrong in sending me away is greater thar
other that you did to me.O But he would notligteher. He called the young man
who served him and said, OPut this woman out of my presence, and bolt the dc
after her.O (Now she was wearing a long robe with sleeves; for this is how the \
daughters of the king were clothed in earlier timeshjsSeervant put her out, and
bolted the door after her. But Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore the long r
that she was wearing; she put her hand on her head, and went away, crying alc
she went.
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Her brother Absalom said to her, OHas Amnon ywtindr been with you? Be quiet
for now, my sister; he is your brother do not take this to heart.0 So Tamar rem
a desolate woman, in her brother AbsalomOs house. When King David heard o
these things, he became very angry, but he would not pisnégin Amnon, because
he loved him, for he was his firstborn. But Absalom spoke to Amnon neither got
nor bad; for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had raped his sister Tamar.O

2 Cor. 11:2431 - To my shame, | must say, we were too weak forBoatvhatever
anyone dares to boasNbam speaklng as a fiibhlso dare to boast of that. Are the
Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abral
So am I. Are they ministers of Christ? | am talking like a madlraama beér one:
with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless floggings, and o
near death. Five times | have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus or
Three times | was beaten with rods. Once | received a stoning. Three times | wi
shipwrecked; for a night and a day | was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in
from rivers, danger from bandits, danger from my own people, danger from
Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger fro
false brthers and sisters; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night,
hungry and thirsty, often without food, cold and naked. And, besides other thin
am under daily pressure because of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is we
| am not veak? Who is made to stumble, and | am not indignant?

If I must boast, | will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God anc
Father of the Lord Jesus (blessed be he forever!) knows that | do not lie.

Mark 4:3541- On that day, whervening had come, he said to them, OLet us g
across to the other side.O And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with the
the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great windstorm arose,
waves beat into the boat, so that tz¢ Was already being swamped. But he was
the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, OTeac
you not care that we are penshmg?o He woke up and rebuked the wmd and ¢
the sea, OPeace! Be stilllO Then theceaseéd, and there was a dead calm. He s:
to them, OWhy are you afraid? Have you still no faith?0 And they were filled w
great awe and said to one another, OWho then is this, that even the wind and tl
obey him?0

From a dialogue On Divine Proviednce by Saint Catherine of Siena, virgin
The bonds of love

My sweet Lord, look with mercy upon your people and especially upon the mys'
body of your Church. Greater glory is given to your name for pardoning a multit
of your creatures than if | alomere pardoned for my great sins against your maje
It would be no consolation for me to enjoy your life if your holy people stood in
death. For | see that sin darkens the life of your bride the CBuanglsin and the
sins of others.

It is a special gce | ask for, this pardon for the creatures you have made in your
image and likeness. When you created man, you were moved by love to make
your own image. Surely only love could so dignify your creatures. But | know ve
well that man lost the digy you gave him; he deserved to lose it, since he had
committed sin.

Moved by love and wishing to reconcile the human race to yourself, you gave u
only-begotten Son. He became our mediator and our justice by taking on all out
injustice and sin outf@mbedience to your will, eternal Father, just as you willed th
he take on our human nature. What an immeasurably profound love! Your Son
down from the heights of his divinity to the depths of our humanity. Can anyone
heart remain closed and handd after this?
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We image your divinity, but you image our humanity in that union of the two whi
you have worked in a man. You have veiled the Godhead in a cloud, in the clay
humanity. Only your love could so dignify the flesh of Adam. And sasiow ref this
immeasurable love | beg, with all the strength of my soul, that you freely extend
mercy to all your lowly creatures.

MONDAY 89:1-18 ! 89:1952

Judges 12:7- The men of Ephraim were called to arms, and they crossed to
Zgphon and said to Jephthah, OWhy did you cross over to fight against the
Ammonites, and did not call us to go with you? We will burn your house down ¢
you!O Jephthah said to them, OMy people and | were engaged in conflict with
Ammonites who oppreskas severely. But when | called you, you did not deliver
from their hand. When | saw that you would not deliver me, | took my life in my
hand, and crossed over against the Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into
hand. Why then have you come up tahmseday, to fight against me?O Then
Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and fought with Ephraim; and the men
Gilead defeated Ephraim, because they said, OYou are fugitives from Ephraim,
Gileadite8lin the heart of Ephraim and Manasseh.O ThHeileadites took the
fords of the Jordan against the Ephraimites. Whenever one of the fugitives of
Ephraim said, OLet me go over,O the men of Gilead would say to him, OAre yg
Ephralmlte’>O When he said, ONo,O they said to him, OThen say srmmmh C
said, OSibboleth,O for he could not pronounce it right. Then they seized him an
killed him at the fords of the Jordan. Fettyo thousand of the Ephraimites fell at
that time.

Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah the Gileaditsndiads buried
in his town in Gilead.

2 Samuel 13:239 - OAfter two full years Absalom had sheepshearers aRaal
which is near Ephraim, and Absalom invited all the kingOs sons. Absalom came
king, and said, OYour servant has sheepshedli¢hg kWing and his servants please
go with your servant?0 But the king said to Absalom, ONo, my son, let us not a
or else we will be burdensome to you.O He pressed him, but he would not gob
him his blessing. Then Absalom said, OIf notseles my brother Amnon go with
us.O The king said to him, OWhy should he go with you?O But Absalom presse
until he let Amnon and alll the kingOs sons go with him. Absalom made a feast |
kingOs feast. Then Absalom commanded his servants, OviatehnenOs heart is
merry with wine, and when | say to you, OStrike Amnon,O then kill him. Do not
afraid; have | not myself commanded you? Be courageous and valiant.O So the
servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the k
sons rose, and each mounted his mule and fled.

While they were on the way, the report came to David that Absalom had killed ¢
kingOs sons, and not one of them was left. The king rose, tore his garments, ar
on the ground and all his servant®wlere standing by tore their garments. But
Jonadab, the son of DavidOs brother Shimeah, said, OLet not my lord suppose
they have killed all the young men the king®s sons; Amnon alone is dead. This
been determined by Absalom from the day Amnosrdrbps sister Tamar. Now
therefore, do not let my lord the king take it to heart, as if all the kingOs sons w«
dead; for Amnon alone is dead.O

But Absalom fled. When the young man who kept watch looked up, he saw ma
people coming from the Horonaim by the side of the mountain. Jonadab said
the king, OSee, the kingOs sons have come; as your servant said, so it has cor
As soon as he had finished speaking, the kingOs sons arrived, and raised their
and wept; and the king and all $ésvants also wept very bitterly.
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But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. David
mourned for his son day after day. Absalom, having fled to Geshur, stayed ther
years. And the heart of the king went out, yearning fotohisfor he was now
consoled over the death of Amnon.O

Acts 5:1226 - Now many signs and wonders were done among the people thrc
the apostles. And they were all together in SolomonOs Portico. None of the res
to join them, but the people helldem in high esteem. Yet more than ever believe
were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and wem#rat they even
carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and mats, in order th:
PeterOs shadow might fall on some ofdkdma came by. A great number of peopl
would also gather from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and thos
tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.

Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that sgcthef
the Sadducees), being filled with jealpasgsted the apostles and put them in the
public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison door.
brought them out, and sai®Go, stand in the temple and tell the people tbEewh
message about this life.0 When they heard this, they entered the temple at da
and went on with their teaching/Vhen the high priest and those with him arrived,
they called together the council and the whole body of the elders of Israat, @nd :
the prison to have them brought. But when the temple_police went there, they ¢
not find them in the prison; so they returned and repaqr@d/e found the prison
securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened the
found no one inside.O Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priest
heard these words, they were perplexed about them, wondering what might be
on. Then someone arrived and announced, OLook, the men whom you putin
are standing in themple and teaching the peopIeIO Then the captain went with
temple police and brought them, but without violence, for they were afraid of be
stoned by the people.

John 3:321- Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Je\
came to Jesus by night and said to him, ORabbi, we know that you are a teache
has come from Gaod; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.O Jesus answered him, OVery truly, | tell you, no one can se:
kingdom of Godvithout being born from above.O Nicodemus said to him, OHov
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
motherOs womb and be born?0 Jesus answered, OVery truly, I tell you, no on
enter the kingdom of God withouting born of water and Spirit. What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished tt
said to you, OYou must be born from above.O The wind blows where it choose
you hear the sound of it, but yoo dot know where it comes from or where it goes
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.O0 Nicodemus said to him, OHov
these things be?O Jesus answered him, OAre you a teacher of Israel, and yet
not understand these things?

OVeryrtly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have s¢
you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and yo
not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? No one ha
ascend&into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of b
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of M
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

OFor God so loved the world tmatgave his only Son, so that everyone who beli
in_him may not perish but may have eternal life.

Olndeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but it
order that the world might be saved through him. Those who beliereanehnot
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because the
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that
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light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than ligh¢ beca
their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the
so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come tc
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.O

From a treatise On the Incarnation of the Lord by Theodoret of Cyr, bishoj
| will heal their wounds

Of his own free will Jesus ran to meet those sufferings that were foretold in the
Scriptures concerning him. He had forewarned his disciples about theah sever
times; he had rebuked Peter for being reluctant to accept the announcement of
passion, and he had made it clear that it was by means of his suffering that the
salvation was to be accomplished. This was why he stepped forward and prese
himself to those who came in search of him, saying: | am the one you are lookir
For the same reason he made no reply when he was accused, and refused to t
he could have done so; although in the past he had slipped away on more than
occasiorwhen they had tried to apprehend him.

Jesus also wept over Jerusalem because by her unwillingness to believe she w
her own ruin, and upon the temple, once so renowned, he passed sentence of |
destruction. Patiently he put up with being dtrincthe face by a man who was
doubly a slave, in body and in spirit. He allowed himself to be slapped, spat upc
insulted, tortured, scourged and finally crucified. He accepted two robbers as hi
companions in punishment, on his right and on his lefteiddured being reckoned
with murderers and criminals. He drank the vinegar and the bitter gall yielded b
unfaithful vineyard of Israel. He submitted to crowning with thorns instead of wit
vine twigs and grapes; he was ridiculed with the purple letdek were dug in his
hands and his feet, and at last he was carried to the grave.

All this he endured in working out our salvation. For since those who were ensl:
to sin were liable to the penalties of sin, he himself, exempt from sin though he
and walking in the path of perfect righteousness, underwent the punishment of

sinners. By his cross he blotted out the decree of the ancient curse: for, as Pau
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us; for it
written: OCursed be everyone who hangs on a tree.O And by his crown of thorr
put an end to that punishment meted out to Adam, who after his sin had heard t
sentence: Cursed is the ground because of you; thorns and thistles shall it bring
for you.

In tasting the gall Jesus took on himself the bitterness and toil of manOs mortal,
painful life. By drinking the vinegar he made his own the degradation men had
suffered, and in the same act gave us the grace to better our condition. By the |
robe he sigfiied his kingship, by the reed he hinted at the weakness and rottenn
the devilOs power. By taking the slap in the face, and thus suffering the violenc
corrections and blows that were due to us, he proclaimed our freedom.

His side was pierced as w@s was; yet there came forth not a woman who, bein
beguiled, was to be the deb#arer, but a fountain of life that regenerates the wor
by its two streams: the one to renew us in the baptismal font and clothe us with
garment of immortality, the bér to feed us, the reborn, at the table of God, just a
babes are nourished with milk.
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TUESDAY 97, 99, [100] ! 94, [95]

Judges 13:15- The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD,
the LORD gave them into the klaof the Philistines forty years.

There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name wa
Manoah. His wife was barren, havmg borne no children. And the angel of the L
appeared to the woman and said to her, OAlthough yoware having borne no
children, you shall conceive and bear a son. Now be careful not to drink wine ¢
strong drink, or to eat anything uncleéor you shall conceive and bear a son. No
razor is to come on his head, for the boy shall be a nazirite fooBokiirth. It is he
who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.O Then the wc
came and told her husband, OA man of God came to me, and his appearance \
that of an angel of God, most aiwspiring; | did not ask him whetee came from,
and he did not tell me his name; but he said to me, OYou shall conceive and b
son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the boy
shall be a nazirite to God from birth to the day of his death.00

Then Mamah entreated the LORD, and said, OO, LORD, | pray, let the man of
God whom you sent come to us again and teach us what we are to do concerni
boy who will be born.O God listened to Manoah, and the angel of God came ag
the woman as she sathin field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. So tt
woman ran quickly and told her husband, OThe man who came to me the othet
has appeared to me.O Manoah got up and followed his wife, and came to the r
said to him, OAre you the man whakepo this woman?0 And he said, Ol am.0 1
Manoah sa|d ONow when your words come true, what is to be the boyOs rule «
what is he to do?0 The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, OLet the woman g
to all that | said to her. She may notoda@nything that comes from the vine. She i
not to drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. She is to observe
everything that | commanded her.O

Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, OAllow us to detain you, and prepare .
for you.O

2 Samuel 14:20 - ONow Joab son of Zeruiah perceived that the kingOs mind w
Absalom. Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman. He said tc
OPretend to be a mourner; put on mourning garments, do not anoint yourself w
oil, but behavdike a woman who has been mourning many days for the dead. G
the king and speak to him as follows.O And Joab put the words into her mouth.
When the woman of Tekoa came to the king, she fell on her face to the ground
did obeisance, and said, OH&king!O The king asked her, OWhat is your troubl
She answered OAlas, | am a widow; my husband is dead. Your servant had tw
and they fought with one another in the field; there was no one to part them, an
struck the other and killed hiilow the whole family has risen against your serva
They say, OGive up the man who struck his brother, so that we may kill him for
of his brother whom he murdered, even if we destroy the heir as well.O Thus th
would quench my one remaining emlamd leave to my husband neither name no
remnant on the face of the earth.O_

Then the king said to the woman, OGo to your house, and | will give orders
concerning you.O The woman of Tekoa said to the kmg, OOn me be the guilt, r
the king, and on mfatherOs house; let the king and his throne be guiltless.O Th
said, OIf anyone says anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall never touc
again O Then she said, OPlease, may the king keep the LORD your God in mir
that the avenger ofdod may kill no more, and my son not be destroyed.O He sa
OAs the LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground.O

Then the woman sa|d OPlease let your servant speak a word to my lord the kir
said, OSpeak.O The woman said, G&vihyave you planned such a thing against t
people of God? For in giving this decision the king convicts himself, inasmuch &

60



king does not bring his banished one home again. We must all die; we are like \
spilled on the ground, which cannot lag¢hgred up. But God will not take away a lif
he will devise plans so as not to keep an outcast banished forever from his pres
Now | have come to say this to my lord the king because the people have made
afraid; your servant thought, Ol will speake king; it may be that the king will
perform the request of his servant. For the king will hear, and deliver his servan
from the hand of the man who would cut both me and my son off from the herite
God.O Your servant thought, OThe word ofrcnhioking will set me at restO; for n
lord the king is like the angel of God, discerning good and evil. The LORD your
be with you!O

Then the king answered the woman, ODo not withhold from me anything | ask \
The woman said, OLet my lord theglspeak O The king said, Ols the hand of Joa
with you in all this?O The woman answered and said, OAs surely as you live,
the king, one cannot turn right or left from anything that my lord the king has sa
For it was your servant Joab who comethnte; it was he who put all these words
into the mouth of your servant. In order to change the course of affairs your ser
Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like the wisdom of the angel of God to kr
things that are on the earth.OO

Acts 5:2742 - When they had brought them, they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned thesaying, OWe gave you strict orders not tc
teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and y
determined to bringhis manOs blood on us.O But Peter and the apostles answt
OWe must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestc
raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted h
his right hand as Leader and Bathat he might give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy £
whom God has given to those who obey him.O

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. BigeeRinar
the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, respected by all the people, ¢
up and ordered the men to be put outside for a short time. Then he said to ther
OFellow Israelites, consider carefully what you propose to do to these mame Fo
time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, ab
four hundred, joined him; but he was killed, and all who followed him were
dispersed and disappeared. After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time o
census and gpeople to follow him; he also perished, and all who followed him w
scattered. So in the present case, | tell you, keep away from these men and let
alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; but
is of God, you will not be able to overthrow tidimthat case you may even be four
fighting against God!@hey were convinced by hiamd when they had called in the
apostles, they had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the n¢
Jesus, ahlet them go. As they left the council, they rejoiced that they were
considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name. And every day i
temple and at home they did not cease to teach and proclaim Jesus as the Mes

John 3:2236 - After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countrys
and he spent some time there with them and baptized. John also was baptizin¢
Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming
were being baptizétlohn, d course, had not yet been thrown into prison.

Now a discussion about pur|f|cat|on arose between JohnOs disciples and a Je
came to John and said to him, ORabbi, the one who was with you across the Jc
whom you testified, here he is baptz and all are going to him.O John answered
ONo one can receive anything except what has been given from heaven. You
yourselves are my witnesses that | said, Ol am not the Messiah, but | have bee
ahead of him.O He who has the bride is theylwata. The friend of the
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bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroomOs v«
For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He must increase, but | must decreas
The one who comes from above is above all; the one whwisath belongs to
the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is
all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimol
Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that @ed Ise¢rwhom
God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure
Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes
Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, behduns
GodOs wrath.

From a treatise On the Incarnation of the Lord by Theodoret of Cyr, bisho,
By his wounds we are healed

Our SaviourOs passion is a healing remedy for us, as the prophet teaches whe
out: He bears our sins and suffers pairnufgrand we esteemed him stricken, smittt
by God and afflicted. But for our sins he was wounded, for our iniquities he was
bruised; upon him fell the chastisement that brought us peace, and by his woun
are healed. We had all gone astray like shekihemafore he was led like a lamb to
the slaughter, and was dumb like a sheep before its shearer.

When a shepherd sees that his sheep have scattered, he keeps one of them ur
control and leads it to the pastures he chooses, and thus he dravwes $teeethback
to him by means of this one. And so it was when God the Word saw that the hu
race had gone astray: he took the form of a slave and united it to himself, and k
means of it won over the whole race of men to him, enticing the sheep that wer
grazing in bad pastures and exposed to wolves, and leading them to the pastur
God.

This was the purpose for which our Saviour assumed our nature, this was why 1
the Lord accepted the sufferings that brought us salvation, was sent to hisideat
was committed to the tomb. He broke the grip of th@llggranny and promised
incorruptibility to those who were prisoners of corruption. For when he rebuilt th
temple which had been destroyed and raised it up again, he thereby gave trust
andfirm promises to those who had died and were awaiting his resurrection.

Jesus tells us: OJust as my human nature, which | took from you, has won its
resurrection in virtue of the Godhead that dwelt in it and with which it was unitec
just as this nature sahed decay and suffering and passed over to incorruptibility
immortality; so, in the same way, you too will be set free from the grievous slavi
death; you too will cast aside your corruptible nature and your sufferings and yc
be clothed wth impassability.O

To this end he imparted the gift of baptism to all mankind through his apostles.
he said, make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is a kind of symbdypaadf the LordOs
death, which is why Paul says: If we have shared with GodOs Son in a death il
shall certainly share in his resurrection.

WEDNESDAY 101, 109:44(5-19)20-30 ! 119:12144

Judges 13:134 - Manoah said to the ahgéthe LORD, OAllow us to detain you,
and prepare a kid for you.O The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, OIf you d¢
me, | will not eat your food; but if you want to prepare a burnt offering, then offe
to the LORD.O (For Manoah did not know trextas the angel of the LORD.) The
Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, OWhat is your name, so that we may h
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you when your words come true?O But the angel of the LORD said to him, O\
you ask my name? It is too wonderful.O

So Manoah took thed with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the
LORD, to him who works wonders. When the flame went up toward heaven fro
altar, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar while Manoah ai
wife looked on; and they felh their faces to the ground. The angel of the LORD
did not appear again to Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah realized that it was
angel of the LORD. And Manoah said to his wife, OWe shall surely die, for we
seen God.O But his wife said to i the LORD had meant to kill us, he would
not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our hands or shown 1|
these things, or now announced to us such things as these.O

The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy gréve B&RD
blessed him.

2 Samuel 14:2B3 - OThen the king said to Joab, OVery well, | grant this; go, bri
back the young man Absalom.O Joab prostrated himself Wlth his face to the grc
and did obeisance, and blessed the king; and Joab said, OToseywgouknows
that | have found favor in your sight, my lord the king, in that the king has grantt
the request of his servant.Q So Joab set off, went to Geshur, and brought Absa
Jerusalem, The king said, OLet him go to his own house; he isonot iato my
presence.O So Absalom went to his own house, and did not come into the king
presence.

Now in all Israel there was no one to be praised so much for his beauty as Abs:
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no bileimish When
he cut the hair of his head (for at the end of every year he used to cut it; when i
heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head, two hundred shekels |
kingOs weight. There were born to Absalom three sons, and oter déhage name
was Tamar; she was a beautiful woman. .

So Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, without coming into the kingOs
presence. Then Absalom sent for Joab to send him to the king; but Joab would
come to him. He sent a second time, but Jamild not come. Then he said to his
servants, OLook, JoabOs field is next to mine, and he has barley there; go and
fire.O So AbsalomOs servants set the field on fire. Then Joab rose and went to
at his house, and said to him, OWhy havesgovants set my field on fire?O Absalo
answered Joab OLook, | sent word to you: Come here, that | may send you to
with the question, OWhy have | come from Geshur? It would be better for me tc
there still.O Now let me go into the king@srure; if there is guilt in me, let him kil
me!O Then Joab went to the king and told him; and he summoned Absalom. Sc¢
came to the king and prostrated himself with his face to the ground before the k
and the king kissed Absalom.O

Acts 6:115- Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in nur
the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were beir
neglected in the daily distribution of food. And the twelve called together the wi
community of the discips and said, Olt is not right that we should neglect the wc
of God in order to wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select from among yourse
seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may ap
to this taskwhile we, forour part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving tt
word.O What they said pleased the whole community, and they chose Stepher
full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, agelyte of Antioch. They had these men stand befort
the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased g
in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became otuetfierfaith.

Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the peo
Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it wa
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called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from Cilicia and Asiajstoc
and argued with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Sp
with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated some men to say, OWe hav
him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.O They stirred up the |
wellas the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted him, seized hi
and brought him before the council. They set up false witnesses who said, OTt
never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; for we have hear
say tht this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the custon
Moses handed on to us.O And all who sat in the council looked intently at him,
they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

John 4:126 - Now when Jesustieed that the Pharisees had heard, OJesus is
making and baptizing more disciples than Jdka@ough it was not Jesus himself
but his disciples who baptirede left Judea and started back to Galilee. But he |
to go through Samaria. So he cameSamaaritan city called Sychar, near the plot .
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. JacobOs well was there, and J
out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and JesosheidDGive me a drink.O
(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to |
OHow is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?O (Jews dc
share things in common with Samaritans. ) < Jesus answerdéyar kdew the gift
of God, and who it is that is saying to you, OGive me a drink,0 you would have
him, and he would have given you living water.O The woman said to him, OSir
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get thatateirrg Are you
greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and h
drank from it?O Jesus said to her OEveryone who drinks of this water will be t
again but those who drink of the water that | will give themrmesidér be thirsty. The
water that | will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
The woman said to him, OSir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty
have to keep coming here to draw water.O

Jesus said t@h OGo, call your husband, and come back.O The woman answe
him, Ol have no husband.O Jesus said to her, OYou are right in saying, Ol havi
husbandO for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not 'y
husband. What you have sattuis!O The woman said to him, OSir, | see that yot
a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the plac
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.O Jesus said to her, OWoman, bel
the hour is coming when you witinship the Father neither on this mountain nor ir
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the t
worshipers will worship the Father in spiridgruth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship ir
spirit and truth.O0 The woman said to him, Ol know that Messiah is comingO (w
called Christ). OWhen he comes, he will proclamrw@isthx) us.O Jesus said to het
Ol am he, the one who is speaklng to you.O

From a discourse on the psalms by Saint Augustine, bishc
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord

As we have heard, so also have we seen. Truly blessed Church! Y du el bot
and seen. You have heard the promises, and you see their fulfilment; you have
in prophecy, and you see in the Gospel. Yes, all that has now been brought to

completion was prophesied in times past. Raise up your eyes, then, and cast y«
around the world. See GodOs people, your heritage, spread to the ends of the «
See the Scripture now fulfilled: All the kings of the earth will adore him, all the

nations will serve him. See fulfilled what has been said: Be exalted above the h
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O God, and your glory above all the earth. See him whose hands and feet were
pierced by nails, whose bones were numbered as they hung upon the wood, ar
whose garments they cast lots. See him reigning, whom they saw hanging upot
cross; see him emtined in heaven, whom they despised when he walked on the
earth. See the word fulfilled: All the ends of the earth shall turn to the Lord, and
nations shall worship in his sight. See all this and shout with joy: As we have he
also have we seen.

Deservedly then the Church is itself called from among the Gentiles: Hear, O
daughter, and see, and forget your people and your fatherOs house. Hear and :
First you hear what you do not see; later you will see what you have heard. For
A peopld did not know served me, as soon as they heard me they obeyed. If th
obeyed as soon as they heard, it follows that they did not see. What then of the
passage: Those who were not told of him will see, and they who have not hearc
understand? Those twwhom the prophets were not sent were the first to hear anc
understand the prophets, whereas those who at first did not hear them were
astonished when they heard them later. Those to whom the prophets were sent
remained behind, possessing the books ght8rzibut not understanding the truth,
possessing the tables of the law but not keeping their inheritance. As we have t
so also have we seen also applies to us.

In the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God, that is where we have hea
there too we have seen. God has made this city firm for ever. No one should sa
boastfully: See, here is Christ; see, he is there. Such a claim only leads to factic
But God has promised unity. The kings were gathered together in unity, not sca
through schisms. Yet perhaps that city which had gained possession of the worl
at some time be overthrown? No, God has made it firm for ever. If God has mas
foundation firm for ever, how can you fear that this foundation may collapse?

THURSDAY  105:122 ! 105:2345

Judges 14:19- Once Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw a
Philistine woman. Then he came up, and told his father and ‘mother, Ol saw a
Philistine woman at Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.O But hiarfether
mother said to him, Ols there not a woman among your kin, or among all our pe
that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Ph|||st|nes'?O But Sams
to his father, OGet her for me, because she pleases me.O His father and moth
not know that this was from the LORD:; for he was seeking a pretext to act agail
Philistines. At that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.

Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah. When he cam
the vineyards of Timnakuddenly a young lion roared at him. The spirit of the
LORD rushed on him, and he tore the lion apart barehanded as one might tear
a kid. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done. Then he we
down and talked with the womangd she pleased Samson. After a while he retur
to marry her, and he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion, and there was
of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. He scraped it out into his hands, ans
went on, eating as he went. WhercAme to his father and mother, he gave some
them, and they ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey from
carcass of the lion.

His father went down to the woman, and Samson made a feast there as the y
men were accustomexdo. When the people saw him, they brought thirty
companions to be with him. Samson said to them, OLet me now put a riddle to
If you can explain it to me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, the
will give you thirty linen garmes and thirty festal garments. But if you cannot
explain it to me, then you shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty festal
garments.O So they said to him, OAsk your riddle; let us hear it.O He said to tt
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OOut of the eater came something to@at of the strong came something sweet.(
But for three days they could not explain the riddle.

On the fourth day they said to SamsonOs wife, OCoax your husband to expla
riddle to us, or we will burn you and your f: fatherOs house with fireydteiveited
us here to |mp0ver|sh us?0 So SamsonOs wife wept before him, saying, OYou
you do not really love me. You have asked a riddle of my people, but you have
explained it to me.O He said to her, OLook, | have not told my father othery m
Why should | tell you?O She wept before him the seven days that their feast la
and because she nagged him, on the seventh day he told her. Then she explait
riddle to her people. The men of the town said to him on the seventh dayhmefor
sun went dowrOWhat is sweeter than honey? What is stronger than a lion?0 A
said to them OIf you had not plowed with my heieu would not have found out
my riddle.O
Then the spirit of the LORD rushed on him, and he went down to Ashkidon.
killed thirty men of the town, took their sp0|l and gave the festal garments to th
who had explained the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his fatherOs house.

2 Samuel 15:18- OAfter this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fift
mento run ahead of him. Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the road
the gate; and when anyone brought a suit before the king for judgment, Absalol
would call out and say, OFrom what city are you?O When the person said, OYc
servant is of su@nd such a tribe in Israel,O Absalom would say, OSee, your cla
are good and right; but there is no one deputed by the king to hear you.O Absal
said moreover, OIf only | were judge in the land! Then all who had a suit or cau:
might come to me, and bwld give them justice.O Whenever people came near t
obeisance to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of them, and kiss the
Thus Absalom did to every Israelite who came to the king for judgment; so Abs:i
stole the hearts of the peoplesrhEl.

At the end of four years Absalom said to the king, OPlease let me go to Hebron
pay the vow that | have made to the LORD. For your servant made a vow while
at Geshur in Aram: If the LORD will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then |
worship the LORD in Hebron.O The king said to him, OGo in peace.O So he gc
and went to Hebron. But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tri
Israel, saying, OAs soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then shout: Abs
has bemme king at Hebron!O Two hundred men from Jerusalem went with Abse
they were invited guests, and they went in their innocence, knowing nothing of 1
matter. While Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for Ahithophel the
Gilonite, DavidOs couftse from his city Giloh. The conspiracy grew in strength,
and the people with Absalom kept increasing.

A messenger came to David, saying, OThe hearts of the Israelites have gone a
Absalom.O Then David said to all his officials who were with hinsateie, OGet
up! Let us flee, or there will be no escape for us from Absalom. Hurry, or he will
soon overtake us, and bring disaster down upon us, and attack the city with the
of the sword.O The kingOs officials said to the king, OYour servemdy &oedo
whatever our lord the king decides.O So the king left, followed by all his houser
except ten concubines whom he left behind to look after the house. The king let
followed by all the people; and they stopped at the last house. Allihls pHised
by him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the six hundred G
who had followed him from Gath, passed on before the king.O

Acts 6:157:16- And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they sa
that hisface was like the face of an angel.

Then the high priest asked him, OAre these things s0?0 And Stephen replied
OBrothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestol
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he livedan Had said to him,
OLeave your country and your relatives and go to the land that | will show you.(
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he left the country of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. After his father died,
had him move from there to this country in which you areinimg.| He did not

give him any of it as a heritage, not even a footOs length, but promised to give |
as his possession and to his descendants after him, even though he had no chi
God spoke in these terms, that his descendants woulddearediens in a country
belonging to others, who would enslave them and mistreat them during four hut
years. OBut | will Judge the nation that they serve,O said God, Oand after that '
come out and worship me in this place.O Then he gabhe lwiovenant of
circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac and circumcised him
the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve
patriarchs.

OThe patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but Sadtiwiaim and
rescued him from all his afflictions, and enabled him to win favor and to show
wisdom when he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him ruler
Egypt and over all his household. Now there came a famine throughout Egypt .
Canaan, and great suffering, and our ancestors could find no food. But when J
heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors there on their first vi
On the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and JosephOs
became known to Pharaoh. Then Joseph sent and invited his father Jacob and
relatives to come to him, sevefite in all; so Jacob went down to Egypt. He hims
died there as well as our ancestond their bodies were brought back to Shechem
andlaid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons
Hamor in Shechem.

John 4:2742 - Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, OWhat do you want?0 or, OWhy are
geaking with her?0 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the ci
said to the peopl©Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever do
cannot be the Messiah, can he?O They left the city and were on their way to hi

Meanwhile the d|s<:|p|es were urging him, ORabbi, eat something.O But he sa
them, Ol have food to eat that you do not know about.0 So the disciples said t
another, OSurely no one has brought him something to eat?O Jesus said to thi
food isto do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not ¢
OFour months more, then comes the harvestO? But | tell you, look around you,
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages ar
gatherirg fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. Fc
here the saying holds true, OOne sows and another reaps.O | sent you to reap
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their le
Meany Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the womanOs testil
OHe told me everything | have ever done.O So when the Samaritans came to |
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more be
because dfis word. They said to the woman, Olt is no longer because of what y
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 1
Savior of the world.O

FRIDAY 102 ! 107432

Judges 14:2415:20- And Samson@ife was given to his companion, who had bet
his best man.

After a while, at the time of the wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife,
bringing along a kid. He said, Ol want to go into my wifeOs room.O But her fath
would not allow him to go inHer father said, Ol was sure that you had rejected h
so | gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister prettier than she? W
take her instead?O Samson said to them, OThis time, when | do mischief to th:
Philistines, | will be without blagnO So Samson went and caught three hundred
foxes, and took some torches; and he turned the foxes tail to tail, and put a torc
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between each pair of tails. When he had set fire to the torches, he let the foxes
the standing grain of the Philistsyeand burned up the shocks and the standing _
grain, as well as the vineyards and olive groves. Then the Philistines asked, O'
done this?0 And they said, OSamson, thedaw of the Timnite, because he has
taken SamsonOs wife and given herdomrsamon O So the Philistines came up,
and burned her and her father. Samson said to them, OIf this is what you do, |
I will not stop until | have taken revenge on you.O He struck them down hip an
thigh with great slaughter; and he went dowrstayed in the cleft of the rock of
Etam.

Then the Philistines came up and encamped in Judah, and made a raid on Le
The men of Judah said, OWhy have you come up against us?0 They said, OW
come up to bind Samson, to do to him as he did toTise6 three thousand men of
Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and they said to Samson, OD
not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then have you done to us
replied, OAs they did to me, so | have done to them.Qaithieytsm, OWe have
come down to bind you, so that we may give you into the hands of the Philistine
Samson answered them, OSwear to me that you yourselves will not attack me.:
said to him, ONo, we will only bind you and give you into their ha@as]l not kill
you.O So they bound him with two new ropes, and brought him up from the roc

When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him; and the spi
the LORD rushed on him, and the ropes that were on his arms becara ttkat fl
has caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. Then he found a fresh jaw
of a donkey, reached down and took it, and with it he killed a thousand men. A
Samson saj@®With the jawbone of a donkbgaps upon heapsith the jawbone of
a donkey | have slain a thousand men.O
When he had finished speaking, he threw away the jawbone; and that place wa
Ramathlehi. .

By then he was very thirsty, and he called on the LORD, saying, OYou have g
this great victory by the haoidyour servant. Am | now to die of thirst, and fall into
the hands of the uncircumcised?0O So God split open the hollow place that is a
and water came from it. When he drank, his spirit returned, and he revived.
Therefore it was named Hrakkore, Wich is at Lehi to this day. And he judged
Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years.

2 Samuel 15:187- OThen the king said to Ittai the Gittite, OWhy are you also
coming with us? Go back, and stay with the king; for you are a foreignéspand a
exile from your home. You came only yesterday, and shall | today make you we
about with us, while | go wherever | can? Go back, and take your kinsfolk with y
and may the LORD show steadfast love and faithfulness to you.O But Ittai ansv
the king, OAs the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, wherever my lord t
king may be, whether for death or for life, there also your servant will be.O Davi
to Ittai, OGo then, march on.O So litai the Gittite marched on, with all his men ¢
al the little ones who were with him. The whole country wept aloud as all the pe
passed by; the king crossed the Wadi Kidron, and all the people moved on tow:
wilderness.

Abiathar came up, and Zadok also, with all the Levites, carrying théhark of
covenant of God. They set down the ark of God, until the people had all passed
the city. Then the king said to Zadok, OCarry the ark of God back into the city. |
find favor in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me back and let me sdeahdth i
the place where it stays. But if he says, Ol take no pleasure in you,O here | am,
do to me what seems good to him.O The king also said to the priest Zadok, OL
back to the city in peace, you and Abiathar, with your two sons, Ahimnaanyou
and Jonathan son of Abiathar. See, | will wait at the fords of the wilderness unti
word comes from you to inform me.O So Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of
back to Jerusalem, and they remained there.
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But David went up the ascent of the MafrOlives, weeping as he went, with his
head covered and walking barefoot; and all the people who were with him cove
their heads and went up, weeping as they went. David was told that Ahithophel
among the conspirators with Absalom. And David €. ORD, | pray you, turn
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.O

When David came to the summit, where God was worshiped, Hushai the Archit
to meet him with his coat torn and earth on his head. David said to him, OIf you
with me, you wiilbe a burden to me. But if you return to the city and say to Absal
Ol will be your servant, O king; as | have been your fatherOs servant in time pa
now | will be your servant,® then you will defeat for me the counsel of Ahithoph
The priests Zdok and Abiathar will be with you there. So whatever you hear fron
kingOs house, tell it to the priests Zadok and Abiathar. Their two sons are with |
there, ZadokOs son Ahimaaz and AbiatharOs son Jonathan; and by them you s
report to me everythg you hear.O So Hushai, DavidOs frlend came into the city
as Absalom was entering Jerusalem.O

Acts 7:1729 - OBut as the time drew near for the fulfillment of the promise that
God had made to Abraham, our people in Egypt increased and multiiied
another king who had not known Joseph ruled over Egypt. He dealt craftily witt
race and forced our ancestors to abandon their infants so that they would die. ,
time Moses was born, and he was beautiful before God. For three months he w
brought up in his fatherOs house; and when he was abandoned, PharaohOs d.
adopted him and brought him up as her own son. So Moses was instructed in ¢
wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in his words and deeds.

OWhen he was forty gead, it came into his heart to visit his relatives, the
Israelites. When he saw one of them being wronged, he defended the oppress
and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. He supposed that his kinsfolk
understand that God through hiwas rescuing them, but they did not understand.
The next day he came to some of them as they were quarreling and tried to rec
them, saying, OMen, you are brothers; why do you wrong each other?0O But th
who was wronging his neighbor pushed Mrside, saying, OWho made you a rule
and a judge over us? Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterd:
When he heard this, Moses fled and became a resident alien in the land of Midi
There he became the father of two sons.

John 4:4354 - When the two days were over, he went from that place to Galile
(for Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in the prophetOs ov
country). When he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, since they he
all that he had danin Jerusalem at the festival; for they too had gone to the festi

Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had changed the water into
Now there was a royal official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. When he heard
Jesus had come fraldea to Galilee, he went and begged him to come down ar
heal his son, for he was at the point of death. Then Jesus said to him, OUnless
signs and wonders you will not believe.O The official said to him, OSir, come d
before my little boy dseO Jesus said to him, OGo; your son will live.O The man
believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way. As he was ¢
down, his slaves met him and told him that his child was alive. So he asked the
hour when he began to recqwand they said to him, OYesterday at one in the
afternoon the fever left him.O The father realized that this was the hour when J
had said to him, OYour son will live.O So he himself believed, along with his wt
household. Now this was the secagmithat Jesus did after coming from Judea to
Galilee.
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St Pacian's sermon on Baptism
Let us follow a new way of life through the Spirit

The sin of Adam passed on to the whole human race. As St Pdsinsegtered the
world through one man, asihtheatghand thus death has spread through ts®wh
the righteousness of Christ has to pass on to the whole human race also; and &
ruined all his descendants by sin, so must Christ, through righteousness, give li
his entire rge. St Paul makes this point, sapiady one manOs disobedience mar
sinners, so by one manOs obedience many will be made righteous. Just as sin
will reign to bring eternal life through righteousness.

Someonenight object as follows: OThe sin of Adam deservedly passed on his
posterity, because they were born of him. And are we then born of Christ, that v
be saved through him?0 Stop thinking simply in terms of the body: then you wil
in what sense Clstiis our parent and we are born of him. In these last days Chri
took a soul and body from Mary. It is this flesh that he came to save, that he dic
abandon to the underworld: he united it with his own spirit and made it his own.
This_is the marriagef the Lord, united with the flesh of man, a mystery uniting th:
twoN Christ and the ChurcN in one flesh.

From this marriage and from the coming of the Spirit of the Lord from above, th
Christian people is born. The substance of our souls receiseethef heaven: we
are conceived in the womb of our mother and born of that womb we receive life
Christ. So St Paul say$he first man, Adam, as scripture says, Obecame a living
Adam has becorgiandespiltiis throughhis priests that Christ sows his seed in the
Church. St Paul, again, safsvas | who begot you in Ahissthikesesd of Christ,
that is, the Spmt of God, that produces the new man through the priestOs hand
conceived in the womb of his mettand born in the baptismal font under the
auspices of faith.

We must receive Christ so that he can give us birth, as the Apostle Jobrakayiso
accepted him he gave power to becomButhiseraoh@duk brought about except
the sarament of cleansing and anointing, the sacrament which the bishop
administers. Sins are washed away by the cleansing waters of the font; the Hol
is infused by oil of chrism; and we receive both at the b|sh0pOs hands and thro
words. Thus th&hole man is born again and made new in Ckoghat as Christ we
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too midttavak mviegypess c
behind us the errors of our former life, we should through the Spirit folloawa
way of life in Christ.

SATURDAY  107:3343, 108:16(7-13) ! 33

Judges 16:14- Once Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute and we
to her. The Gazites were told, OSamson has come here.O So they circled arot
lay in wi for him all night at the city gate. They kept quiet all night, thinking, OL¢
us wait until the light of the morning; then we will kill him.O But Samson lay onl
until midnight. Then at midnight he rose up, took hold of the doors of the city ga
and te two posts, pulled them up, bar and all, put them on his shoulders, and
carried them to the top of the hill that is in front of Hebron.

After this he fell in love with a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was
Delilah. The lords of the Philistas came to her and said to her, OCoax him, and
find out what makes his strength so great, and how we may overpower him, so
may bind him in order to subdue him; and we will each give you eleven hundrec
pieces of silver.O So Delilah said to Sarﬁ)stBase tell me what makes your strer
so great, and how you could be bound, so that one could subdue you.O Samsc
to her, OIf they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings that are not dried out, then
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shall become weak, and be like anyone elserGh&terds of the Philistines
brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not dried out, and she bound him\
them. While men were lying in wait in an inner chamber, she said to him, OThe
Philistines are upon you, Samson!O But he snapped the boyasrmgtand of
fiber snaps when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength was not know!

Then Delilah said to Samson, OYou have mocked me and told me lies; please
how you could be bound.O He said to her, OIf they bind me with aewhamnnave
not been used, then | shall become weak, and be like anyone else.O So Delilal
new ropes and bound him with them, and said to him, OThe Philistines are upo
Samson!O (The men lying in wait were in an inner chamber) But he snapped tl
ropes off his arms like a thread.

Then Delilah said to Samson, OUntil now you have mocked me and told me li¢
me how you could be bound. O He said to her, OIf you weave the seven locks o
head with the web and make it tight with the pin tisball become weak, and be
like anyone else. O So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head :
them into the web, and made them tight with the pin. Then she said to him, OTt
Philistines are upon you, Samson!O But he awoke fromefisasid pulled away the
pin, the loom, and the web.

2 Samuel 16:23 - OWhen David had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba th
servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, carrying t
hundred loaves of bread, one hundred buadieaisins, one hundred of summer
fruits, and one skin of wine. The king said to Ziba, OWhy have you brought thes
Ziba answered, OThe donkeys are for the kingOs household to ride, the bread .
summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wing ihése to drink Who faint in
the wilderness.O The king said, OAnd where is your masterOs son?0 Ziba saic
king, OHe remains in Jerusalem for he said, OToday the house of Israel will gi
back my grandfatherOs klngdom OO Then the king saidQaibat belonged to
Mephibosheth is now yours.O Ziba said, Ol do obeisance; let me find favor in y
sight, my lord the king.O

When King David came to Bahurim, a man of the family of the house of Saul ca
out whose name was Shimei son of Gerarhe out cursing. He threw stones at
David and at all the servants of King David; now all the people and all the warrit
were on his right and on his left. Shimei shouted while he cursed, OOut! Out!
Murderer! Scoundrel! The LORD has avenged on all ofwobldod of the house of
Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the LORD has given the kingdom i
hand of your son Absalom. See, disaster has overtaken you; for you are a man
blood.O

Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, OWhy shautttad dog curse my
lord the king? Let me go over and take off his head.O But the king said, OWhat
to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD has sai
him, OCurse David,O who then shall say, OWhy have you Bawvidsssi® @
Abishai and to all his servants, OMy own son seeks my life; how much more no
this Benjaminite! Let him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD has bidden hin
may be that the LORD will look on my distress, and the LORD will repathme wi
good for this cursing of me today.O So David and his men went on the road, wt
Shimei went along on the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went, throwinc
stones and flinging dust at him. The king and all the people who were with him
arrived weargt the Jordan; and there he refreshed himself.

Now Absalom and all the Israelites came to Jerusalem; Ahithophel was with hin
When Hushai the Archite, DavidOs friend, came to Absalom Hushai said to Ab
OLong live the king! Long live the king!O aiosshid o Hushai, Ols this your loyalt
to your friend? Why did you not go with your friend?0 Hushai said to Absalom,
but the one whom the LORD and this people and all the Israelites have chosen

71



will be, and with him | will remain. Moreoverhem should | serve? Should it not b
his son? Just as | have served your father, so | will serve you.O

Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, OGive us your counsel; what shall we do?0
Ahithophel said to Absalom, OGo in to your fatherOs concubmes the amdsfhe |
to look after the house; and all Israel will hear that you have made yourself odic
your father, and the hands of all who are with you will be strengthened.O Saq the
pitched a tent for Absalom upon the roof; and Absalom went in to his fatherOs
concubines in the sight of all Israel. Now in those days the counsel that Ahithop
gave was as if one consulted the oracle of God; so all the counsel of Ahithophe
esteemed, both by David and by Absalom.O

Acts 7:3043 - ONow when forty years hadged, an angel appeared to him in the
wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush. When Moses saw it,
was amazed at the sight; and as he approached to look, there came the vaice ¢
Lord: Ol am the God of your ancestors, the Goldraham, Isaac, and Jacob.O
Moses began to tremble ‘and did not dare to look. Then the Lord said to him, O
off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy grou
have surely seen the mistreatment of my people whdeggpirand have heard theil
groaning, and | have come down to rescue them. Come now, | will send you to
Egypt.O .

Olt was this Moses whom they rejected when they said, OWho made you a rv
judge?0O and whom God now sent as both ruler and liberatmtt the angel who
appeared to him in the bush. He led them out, having performed wonders and
in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Mos¢
said to the Israelites, OGod will raise up a prophet for yoydusrawn people as he
raised me up.O He is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness w
angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he receive
living oracles to give to us. Our ancestors were unwilling toioheagdtead, they
pushed him aside, and in their hearts they turned back tq Eayipg to Aaron,
OMake gods for us who will lead the way for us; as for this Moses who led us o
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him. Gime tiaty made
a calf, offered a sacrifice to the idol, and reveled in the works of their hands. Bt
God turned away from them and handedAthem over to worship the host of heav
it is written in the book of the prophets: ODid you offer to me siinsvand
sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?

No; you took along the tent of Moloczimd the star of your god Rephatine
images that you made to worship; so | will remove you beyond Babylon.O

John 5:118- After this tlere was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem.

Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebreatlizgth
which has five porticoes. In these lay many inMalidd, lame, and paralyzed. One
man was there who hiaglen ill for thirtyeight years. When Jesus saw him lying tt
and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, ODo you want to |
made well?O The sick man answered him, OSir, | have no one to put me into t
when the water is stirregh; and while | am making my way, someone else steps
ahead of me.O Jesus said to him, OStand up, take your mat and walk.O At on
man was made well, and he took up his mat and began tiNealithat day was a
sabbath. So the Jews said torthe who had been cured, Olt is the sabbath; it is 1
lawful for you to carry your mat.O But he answered them OThe man who mad
well said to me, OTake up your mat and walk.0O They asked him, OWho is th
said to you, OTake it up and walkld®Qhe man who had been healed did not knc
who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was there. Later Jesus
him in the temple and said to him, OSee, you have been made well! Do not sin
more, so that nothing worse happens to yaih®man went away and told the Jew
that it was Jesus who had made him well. Therefore the Jews started persecut
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Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath. But Jesus answerec
OMy Father is still working, and | also am workingt@hif reason the Jews were
seeking all the more to kill him, because he was not only breaking the sabbath,
also calling God his own Father, thereby making himself equal to God.

From a sermon on Baptism by St. Pacian, bisho
Who, O God, ioliieypu take away guilt

As we have borne the image of the earthly man, so we shall bear the image of |
is from heaven; since the first man who came from the earth, is earthly, but the
second man who came from heaven, is heavenlyO. And so, dmil,yvizmh;hall not
die anymore. Even if we fall asleep in this body, we shall live in Christ, as he sa
Whoever believes in me, even if he die, shall live.

As the Lord is our witness, we are certain that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all s:
God are @ve. For concerning them the Lord saisey are all alive. For God is a G¢
living, not of the Arddhe Apostle says of himsetir me, to live is Christ and to die
would rather die and be wikhdChginBut while wetifliie $his body we are away frol
for we are guided by faith, and not Byhsppeshanteee believe, dearest brothers. F
the restif we place our hope in this world, we are the madfenniseriabledéimen.
whether it be thatf beasts, wild animals or birds, as you yourself see, is either si
to ours or more tedious. What is peculiar to man, and what Christ gives through
Spirit, is eternal life, but only if we sin no more. Thus death is acquired by sin bt
avoided byight living; life is lost through sin and preserved through good liVhng.
wages of sin is death; the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lor

It is Christ who redeemed us, as the ApostleFarggving us all our sins anevbastro
was recorded against us by disobedience, he bore our burden in public view, fiy
flesh, exposed the powers of this world and freely corlguesiedisednun siracklés
and destroyed our chains, avibdad saidThe Lord lifts up what has been torn do
frees those in shackles; the Lord giveAighataihgdlihdve destroyed my chains
sacrifice to you withApdise when we come to the sign of the Lotidesacrament
of baptism we are freed of these chains and liberated by the blood of Christ anc
name.

Therefore, beloved, we are washed clean but once; we are freed only once; we
received into the immortal kingdom once and for all. Once arallfare they happy
whose sins are forgiven and whose staidsldriasiattechatityou have received;
preserve it joyfully; sin no more. Keep yourselves as children cleansed by that
sacrament and made spotless for the day of the Lord.
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