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Joshua 6:127- On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and marched ar
the city in the same manner seven tith@gas only on that day that they marched
around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, when the priests had blov
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, OShout! For the LORD has given you the
The city and all that is in it shall be devatethe LORD for destruction. Only Rahal
the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live because she hid tt
messengers we sent. As for you, keep away from the things devoted to destruc
as not to covet and take any of the devategstand make the camp of Israel an
object for destruction, bringing trouble upon it. But all silver and gold, and vesse
bronze and iron, are sacred to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the
LORD.O So the people shouted, and the trumpeg¢sbi@wn. As soon as the people
heard the sound of the trumpets, they raised a great shout, and the wall fell dov
so the people charged straight ahead into the city and captured it. Then they de
to destruction by the edge of the sword all irtittyeboth men and women, young
and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys.

Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, OGo into the prostitut
house, and bring the woman out of it and all who belong to her, as you swore tc
So the young merhw had been spies went in and brought Rahab out, along witr
father, her mother, her brothers, and all who belonged tithey brought all her
kindred oufland set them outside the camp of Israel. They burned down the city
everything in it; only th silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, they
into the treasury of the house of the LORD. But Rahab the prostitute, with her f
and all who belonged to her, Joshua spared. Her family has lived in Israel ever
For she hid the mssngers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

Joshua then pronounced this oath, saying, OCursed before the LORD be anyo
tries to build this cityithis Jericho! At the cost of his firstborn he shall lay its
foundation, and at the cost of his youngesshall set up its gates!O

So the LORD was with Joshua; and his fame was in all the land.

1 Samuel 23:718- ONow it was told Saul that David had come to Keilah. And Se
said, OGod has given him into my hand; for he has shut himself in by emtsving ¢
that has gates and bars.O Saul summoned all the people to war, to go down to
to besiege David and his men. When David learned that Saul was plotting evil
him, he said to the priest Abiathar, OBring the ephod here.O David said, OO LC
the God of Israel, your servant has heard that Saul seeks to come to Ke|lah to
the city on my account. And now, will Saul come down as your servant has hea
LORD, the God of Israel, | beseech you, tell your servant.O The LORD said, Ot
come down.O Then Dawd said, OWill the men of Keilah surrender me and my r
into the hand of Saul?0 The LORD said, OThey will surrender you.O Then Dav
his men, who were about six hundred, set out and left Keilah; they wandered
wherever they could gévhen Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah,
gave up the expedition. David remained in the strongholds in the wilderness, in
hill country of the Wilderness of Ziph. Saul sought him every day, but the LORLC
not give him into his hand.

David was in the Wilderness of Ziph at Horesh when he learned that Saul had ¢
out to seek his life. SaulOs son Jonathan set out and came to David at Horesh;
strengthened his hand through the LORD. He said to him, ODo not be afraid; fc
handof my father Saul shall not find you; you shall be king over Israel, and | she
second to you; my father Saul also knows that this is so0.O Then the two of then
a covenant before the LORD; David remained at Horesh, and Jonathan went hc



Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath. But Jesus answerec
OMy Father is still working, and | also am workingt@hif reason the Jews were
seeking all the more to kill him, because he was not only breaking the sabbath,
also calling God his own Father, thereby making himself equal to God.

From a sermon on Baptism by St. Pacian, bisho
Who, O God, ioliieypu take away guilt

As we have borne the image of the earthly man, so we shall bear the image of |
is from heaven; since the first man who came from the earth, is earthly, but the
second man who came from heaven, is heavenlyO. And so, dmil,yvizmh;hall not
die anymore. Even if we fall asleep in this body, we shall live in Christ, as he sa
Whoever believes in me, even if he die, shall live.

As the Lord is our witness, we are certain that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all s:
God are @ve. For concerning them the Lord saisey are all alive. For God is a G¢
living, not of the Arddhe Apostle says of himsetir me, to live is Christ and to die
would rather die and be wikhdChginBut while wetifliie $his body we are away frol
for we are guided by faith, and not Byhsppeshanteee believe, dearest brothers. F
the restif we place our hope in this world, we are the madfenniseriabledéimen.
whether it be thatf beasts, wild animals or birds, as you yourself see, is either si
to ours or more tedious. What is peculiar to man, and what Christ gives through
Spirit, is eternal life, but only if we sin no more. Thus death is acquired by sin bt
avoided byight living; life is lost through sin and preserved through good liVhng.
wages of sin is death; the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lor

It is Christ who redeemed us, as the ApostleFarggving us all our sins anevbastro
was recorded against us by disobedience, he bore our burden in public view, fiy
flesh, exposed the powers of this world and freely corlguesiedisednun siracklés
and destroyed our chains, avibdad saidThe Lord lifts up what has been torn do
frees those in shackles; the Lord giveAighataihgdlihdve destroyed my chains
sacrifice to you withApdise when we come to the sign of the Lotidesacrament
of baptism we are freed of these chains and liberated by the blood of Christ anc
name.

Therefore, beloved, we are washed clean but once; we are freed only once; we
received into the immortal kingdom once and for all. Once arallfare they happy
whose sins are forgiven and whose staidsldriasiattechatityou have received;
preserve it joyfully; sin no more. Keep yourselves as children cleansed by that
sacrament and made spotless for the day of the Lord.
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Acts 2:30-23:11- Since he wanted to find out what Paul was being accused of
the Jews, the next day he released him and ordered the chief priests and the el
council to meet. He brought Paul down and had him stand before them.

While Paul was lookiimgently at the council he said, OBrothers, up to this day |
have lived my life with a clear conscience before God.O Then the high priest Ar
ordered those standing near him to strike him on the mouth. At this Paul said to
OGod will strike you, yavhitewashed wall! Are you sitting there to judge me
according to the law, and yet in violation of the law you order me to be struck?C
Those standing nearby said, ODo you dare to insult GodOs high priest?O And |
said, Ol did not realize, brothers, thatwas_high priest; for it is written, OYou shal
not speak evil of a leader of your people.OO

When Paul noticed that some were Sadducees and others were Pharisees, he
out in the council, OBrothers, | am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. riam on t
concerning the hope of the resurrection of the dead.O When he said this, a diss
began between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divid
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, or angel, or spirit; but the Pharisee
acknowledge all three.) Then a great clamor arose, and certain scribes of the
PhariseesO group stood up and contended, OWe find nothing wrong with this n
What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?0O When the dissension became
the tribune,fearing that they would tear Paul to pieces, ordered the soldiers to g
down, take him by force, and bring him into the barracks.

That night the Lord stood near him and said, OKeep up your courage! For just
you have testified for me in Jerusalenyosomust bear witness also in Rome.O

Mark 2:312- When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reporte:
he was at home. So many gathered around that there was no longer room for tl
not even in front of the door; and he was speakingdheto them. Then some
people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And wh
they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof
him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on thieigiaralytic

lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, OSon, your sins are fol
Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, OWhy d
this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgiwet €bw&l alone?O
At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions
themselves; and he said to them, OWhy do you raise such questions in your he
Which is easier, to say to the paralyt|c OYour sins are forgiteesa®, @Stand up
and take your mat and walkO? But so that you may know that the Son of Man f
authority on earth to forgive sifé@ said to the paralyfl®I say to you, stand up,
take your mat and go to your home.O And he stood up, and immediatély toak
and went out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God
saying, OWe have never seen anything like this!O

From the beginning of a letter to the Magnesians by Saint Ignatius of Antiocl|
bishop and martyr

We should bei@sis deed, as well as in name

Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the church at Magnesia on the Meander, a
church blessed with the grace of God the Father in Christ Jesus, our Saviour, ir
whom | salute you. | send you every good wish in God the &adtirrJesus Christ.

| was delighted to hear of your love of God, seonadired and devout, and so |
decided to address you in the faith of Jesus Christ. Honoured as | am with a na
the greatest splendour, though | am still in chains | sing wipirdises of the
churches, and pray that they be united with the flesh and the spirit of Jesus Chr
who is our eternal life; a union in faith and love, to which nothing must be prefel
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and above all a union with Jesus and the Father, for if in himduee all the power
of the prince of this world, and escape unharmed, we shall make our way to Go

| have had the honour of seeing you in the person of Damas your bishop, a mau
God, and in the persons of your worthy presbyters, Bassus and Apdlodiors;
fellowservant, the deacon Zotion; may | continue to take delight in him for he is
obedient to the bishop as to the grace of God, and to the presbyters as to the le
Jesus Christ.

Now it hardly becomes you to presume on your bishopOs youthesuhaving
regard to the power of God the Father, to show him every mark of respect. This
understand, is what your holy presbyters do, not taking advantage of his youthf
condition but deferring to him with the prudence which comes from God, @rrath
not to him but to the Father of Jesus Christ, to the bishop of all. So then, for the
honour of him who loves us, it is proper to obey without hypocrisy; for a man dc
not so much deceive the bishop he can see as try to deceive the bishop he can
In such a case he has to reckon not with a man, but with God who knows the st
the heart.

We should then really live as Christians and not merely have the name; for mar
invoke the bishopOs name but do everything apart from him. Such mendbthink,
not have a good conscience, for they do not assemble lawfully as commanded.

All things have an end, and two things, life and death, are side by side set befol
and each man will go his own placst.as there are two coinages, one of God and
other of the world. each with its own image, so unbelievers bear the image of th
world, and those who have faith with love bear the image of God the Father thre
Jesus Christ. Unless we are ready through his power to die in the likeness of hi
passionhis life is not in us.

MoNDAY

Joshua 7:113- But the Israelites broke faith in regard to the devoted things: Ack
son of Carmi son of Zabdi son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the
devoted things; and the anger of the LORD burned agiaénisraelites.

Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near@8th, east of Bethel, and
said to them, OGo up and spy out the land.O And the men went up and spied o
Then they returned to Joshua and said to him, ONot all the people npedigput
two or three thousand men should go up and attack Ai. Since they are so few, ¢
make the whole people toil up there.O So about three thousand of the people w
there; and they fled before the men of Ai. The men of Ai killed about shirtf
them, chasing them from outside the gate as far as Shebarim and killing them c
slope. The hearts of the people melted and turned to water.

Then Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the ground on his face before the ark
LORD until theevening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their h
Joshua said, OAh, Lord GOD! Why have you brought this people across the Jo
all, to hand us over to the Amorites so as to destroy us? Would that we had bee
content to settle lyend the Jordan! O Lord, what can | say, now that Israel has
turned their backs to their enemies! The Canaanites and all the inhabitants of tt
land will hear of it, and surround us, and cut off our name from the earth. Then
what will you do for your gre@ame?0

The LORD said to Joshua, OStand up! Why have you fallen upon your face? |
has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that | imposed on them. They
taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have acted deceitfully
they have put them among their own belongings. Therefore the Israelites are ur
to stand before their enemies; they turn their backs to their enemies, because tl
have become a thing devoted for destruction themselves. | will be with you no r
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will be, and with him | will remain. Moreoverhem should | serve? Should it not b
his son? Just as | have served your father, so | will serve you.O

Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, OGive us your counsel; what shall we do?0
Ahithophel said to Absalom, OGo in to your fatherOs concubmes the amdsfhe |
to look after the house; and all Israel will hear that you have made yourself odic
your father, and the hands of all who are with you will be strengthened.O Saq the
pitched a tent for Absalom upon the roof; and Absalom went in to his fatherOs
concubines in the sight of all Israel. Now in those days the counsel that Ahithop
gave was as if one consulted the oracle of God; so all the counsel of Ahithophe
esteemed, both by David and by Absalom.O

Acts 7:3043 - ONow when forty years hadged, an angel appeared to him in the
wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush. When Moses saw it,
was amazed at the sight; and as he approached to look, there came the vaice ¢
Lord: Ol am the God of your ancestors, the Goldraham, Isaac, and Jacob.O
Moses began to tremble and did not dare to look. Then the Lord said to him, O
off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy grou
have surely seen the mistreatment of my people whdeggpirand have heard theil
groaning, and | have come down to rescue them. Come now, | will send you to
Egypt.O .

Olt was this Moses whom they rejected when they said, OWho made you a rv
judge?0 and whom God now sent as both ruler and liberatmtt the angel who
appeared to him in the bush. He led them out, having performed wonders and
in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Mos¢
said to the Israelites, OGod will raise up a prophet for yoydusrawn people as he
raised me up.O He is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness w
angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he receive
living oracles to give to us. Our ancestors were unwilling toiohegdtead, they
pushed him aside, and in their hearts they turned back tq Eayipg to Aaron,
OMake gods for us who will lead the way for us; as for this Moses who led us o
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him. Gime tiety made
a calf, offered a sacrifice to the idol, and reveled in the works of their hands. Bt
God turned away from them and handedAthem over to worship the host of heav
it is written in the book of the prophets: ODid you offer to me siinsvand
sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?

No; you took along the tent of Moloczlmd the star of your god Rephatine
images that you made to worship; so | will remove you beyond Babylon.O

John 5:118- After this tlere was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem.

Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebreatlizgth
which has five porticoes. In these lay many inMhlidd, lame, and paralyzed. One
man was there who hiaglen ill for thirtyeight years. When Jesus saw him lying tt
and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, ODo you want to |
made well?O The sick man answered him, OSir, | have no one to put me into t
when the water is stirregh; and while | am making my way, someone else steps
ahead of me.O Jesus said to him, OStand up, take your mat and walk.O At on
man was made well, and he took up his mat and began tiNealithat day was a
sabbath. So the Jews said torthe who had been cured, Olt is the sabbath; it is 1
lawful for you to carry your mat.O But he answered them OThe man who mad
well said to me, OTake up your mat and walk.0O They asked him, OWho is th
said to you, OTake it up and walkld®Qhe man who had been healed did not knc
who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was there. Later Jesus
him in the temple and said to him, OSee, you have been made well! Do not sin
more, so that nothing worse happens to yaih®man went away and told the Jew
that it was Jesus who had made him well. Therefore the Jews started persecut
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shall become weak, and be like anyone elserGh&terds of the Philistines
brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not dried out, and she bound him\
them. While men were lying in wait in an inner chamber, she said to him, OThe
Philistines are upon you, Samson!O But he snapped the boyasrmgtand of
fiber snaps when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength was not know!

Then Delilah said to Samson, OYou have mocked me and told me lies; please
how you could be bound.O He said to her, OIf they bind me with eewhamnnave
not been used, then | shall become weak, and be like anyone else.O So Delilal
new ropes and bound him with them, and said to him, OThe Philistines are upo
Samson!O (The men lying in wait were in an inner chamber) But he snapped tl
ropes off his arms like a thread.

Then Delilah said to Samson, OUntil now you have mocked me and told me li¢
me how you could be bound. O He said to her, OIf you weave the seven locks o
head with the web and make it tight with the pin tisball become weak, and be
like anyone else. O So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head :
them into the web, and made them tight with the pin. Then she said to him, OTt
Philistines are upon you, Samson!O But he awoke fromefisasid pulled away the
pin, the loom, and the web.

2 Samuel 16:23 - OWhen David had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba th
servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a couple of donkeys saddled, carrying t
hundred loaves of bread, one hundred buadieaisins, one hundred of summer
fruits, and one skin of wine. The king said to Ziba, OWhy have you brought thes
Ziba answered, OThe donkeys are for the kingOs household to ride, the bread .
summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wing ihése to drink Who faint in
the wilderness.O The king said, OAnd where is your masterOs son?0 Ziba saic
king, OHe remains in Jerusalem for he said, OToday the house of Israel will gi
back my grandfatherOs klngdom OO Then the king saidQaibat belonged to
Mephibosheth is now yours.O Ziba said, Ol do obeisance; let me find favor in y
sight, my lord the king.O

When King David came to Bahurim, a man of the family of the house of Saul ca
out whose name was Shimei son of Gerarhe out cursing. He threw stones at
David and at all the servants of King David; now all the people and all the warrit
were on his right and on his left. Shimei shouted while he cursed, OOut! Out!
Murderer! Scoundrel! The LORD has avenged on all ofwobldod of the house of
Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the LORD has given the kingdom i
hand of your son Absalom. See, disaster has overtaken you; for you are a man
blood.O

Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, OWhy shautttad dog curse my
lord the king? Let me go over and take off his head.O But the king said, OWhat
to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD has sai
him, OCurse David,O who then shall say, OWhy have you Bawvidsssi® @
Abishai and to all his servants, OMy own son seeks my life; how much more no
this Benjaminite! Let him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD has bidden hin
may be that the LORD will look on my distress, and the LORD will repathme wi
good for this cursing of me today.O So David and his men went on the road, wt
Shimei went along on the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went, throwinc
stones and flinging dust at him. The king and all the people who were with him
arrived weargt the Jordan; and there he refreshed himself.

Now Absalom and all the Israelites came to Jerusalem; Ahithophel was with hin
When Hushai the Archite, DavidOs friend, came to Absalom Hushai said to Ab
OLong live the king! Long live the king!O aiosshid o Hushai, Ols this your loyalt
to your friend? Why did you not go with your friend?0 Hushai said to Absalom,
but the one whom the LORD and this people and all the Israelites have chosen
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unles you destroy the devoted things from among you. Proceed to sanctify the
people, and say, OSanctify yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, tt
of Israel, OThere are devoted things among you, O Israel; you will be unable to
before your eemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.O

1 Samuel 24:22 - OWhen Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was t
ODavid is in the wilderness of §di.O Then Saul took three thousand chosen mi
out of all Israel, and weto look for David and his men in the direction of the Roc
of the Wild Goats. He came to the sheepfolds beside the road, where there was
and Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the
innermost parts of the cavéhe men of David said to him, OHere is the day of wh
the LORD said to you, Ol will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do
him as it seems good to you.OO Then David went and stealthily cut off a cornel
SaulOs cloak. Afterward David triekes to the heart because he had cut off a cor
of SaulOs cloak. He said to his men, OThe LORD forbid that | should do this thi
my lord, the LORDOS anointed, to raise my hand against him; for he is the LOF
anointed.O So David scolded his neserely and did not permit them to attack Sau
Then Saul got up and left the cave, and went on his way.

Afterwards David also rose up and went out of the cave and called after Saul, C
the king!O When Saul looked behind him, David bowed withehis the ground,
and did obeisance. David said to Saul, OWhy do you listen to the words of thos
say, ODavid seeks to do you harmO? This very day your eyes have seen how t
gave you into my hand in the cave; and some urged me to kill yapavatlyou. |
said, Ol will not raise my hand against my lord; for he is the LORDOS anointed.
my father, see the corner of your cloak in my hand; for by the fact that | cut off t
corner of your cloak, and did not kill you, you may know for cehatithere is no
wrong or treason in my hands. | have not sinned against you, though you are hi
me to take my life. May the LORD judge between me and you! May the LORD
me on you; but my hand shall not be against you. As the ancient proy@0gtgs
the wicked comes forth wickednessO; but my hand shall not be against you. Ag
whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom do you pursue? A dead dog? A ¢
flea? May the LORD therefore be judge, and give sentence between me and yc
he ge to it, and plead my cause, and vindicate me against you.O

When David had finished speaklng these words to Saul, Saul said, Ols this you
my son David?0 Saul lifted up his voice and wept. He said to DaV|d OYou are
righteous than I; for yobave repaid me good, whereas | have repaid you evil. Tc
you have explained how you have dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me
the LORD put me into your hands. For who has ever found an enemy, and sent
enemy safely away? So may thelL@®Rard you with good for what you have dont
to me this day. Now | know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom «
Israel shall be established in your hand. Swear to me therefore by the LORD th
will not cut off my descendants after nmel that you will not wipe out my name
from my fatherOs house.O So David swore this to Saul. Then Saul went home;
David and his men went up to the stronghold.O

Romans 13:814- Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one
loves andter has fulfilled the law. The commandments, OYou shall not commit
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covetO; and a
other commandment, are summed up in this word, OLove your neighbor as you
Love does no wrong to aighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wa
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 1
night is far gone, the day is ndagt us then lay aside the works of darkness and ¢
on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealo!
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Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ] amake no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.

Matt. 26:36-46 - Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; an
said to his disciples, OSit here while | go over there and pray.O He took with hit
and the two sons of Zeleed and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said
them, Ol am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with r
And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, OMy Fath
it is possible, let this cupspafrom me; yet not what | want but what you want.O T
he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, OSo, ¢
you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not ¢
the time of trial; the spirit ideed is willing, but the flesh is weak.O Again he went
away for the second time and prayed, OMy Father, if this cannot pass unless | (
your will be done.O Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes wer
heavy. So leaving them again, &et\away and prayed for the third time, saying th
same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, OAre you still sle
and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed
the hands of sinners. Get up, lethgsgoing. See, my betrayer is at hand.O

St Ignatius of Antioch's letter to the Magnesians
United in one prayer and one hope, in joy and holiness

Since | have met the persons | have just mentioned and seeing and embracing
have seen and embraced waliole congregation, | exhort yiitbe zealous to do all

things in harmony with God, with the bishop presiding in the place of God, and "

presbyters in the place of the Council of the Apostles, and the deacons, who ar
dear to me, entrusted with teervice of Jesus Christ, who was from eternity with
Father and was made manifest at the end of time. Be all in conformity with God
respect one another, and let no man judge his neighbour according to the flesh
in everything love one anothierJesus Christ. Let there be nothing in you which ci
divide you, but be united with the bishop and with those who preside over you &
example and lesson of immortality.

Just as the Lord was united to the Father and did nothing without him, neither b
himself nor through the Apostles, so you also must do nothing without the bishc
and the presbyters. Do not attempt to make anything appear right for you by
yourselves, but let there be in common one prayer, one supplication, one mind,
hope in love, irthe joy which is without fault, the joy that is Jesus Christ, than wt
there is nothing better. Hasten all to come together as to one temple of God, as
one altar, to one Jesus Christ, who came from the one Father, and is with one |
and returnedo one Father.

Do not let yourselves be seduced by foreign teachings or by old and worthless
If we continue to live according to Jewish law then we are simply showing that \
not received grace. Look at their holy prophets: their lives Uetenfith Jesus
Christ and inspired by his grace to teach doubters that there is one God, and fo
they were persecuted. That one God manifested himself through Jesus Christ t
who is his Word proceeding from silence and in all respects wpleasiig to the
One who sent him.

You see how the followers of the ancient customs have come to a new hope. Tl
longer rule their lives by the Sabbath but by the LordOs Day, which is our day &
day on which also our life sprang up through hichrasdeath. Though some deny
it, it is by this mystery that we received faith, and for this reason also we suffer,
we may be found to be true disciples of Jesus Christ our only teacher. If all this
true, how can we possibly not give him a plamerilives, since even the prophets
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St Pacian's sermon on Baptism
Let us follow a new way of life through the Spirit

The sin of Adam passed on to the whole human race. As St Pdsinsegtered the
world through one man, asihtheatghand thus death has spread through ts®wh
the righteousness of Christ has to pass on to the whole human race also; and &
ruined all his descendants by sin, so must Christ, through righteousness, give li
his entire rge. St Paul makes this point, sapiady one manOs disobedience mar
sinners, so by one manOs obedience many will be made righteous. Just as sin
will reign to bring eternal life through righteousness.

Someonenight object as follows: OThe sin of Adam deservedly passed on his
posterity, because they were born of him. And are we then born of Christ, that v
be saved through him?O Stop thinking simply in terms of the body: then you wil
in what sense Clstiis our parent and we are born of him. In these last days Chri
took a soul and body from Mary. It is this flesh that he came to save, that he dic
abandon to the underworld: he united it with his own spirit and made it his own.
This_is the marriagef the Lord, united with the flesh of man, a mystery uniting th:
twoN Christ and the ChurcN in one flesh.

From this marriage and from the coming of the Spirit of the Lord from above, th
Christian people is born. The substance of our souls receiseethef heaven: we
are conceived in the womb of our mother and born of that womb we receive life
Christ. So St Paul say$he first man, Adam, as scripture says, Obecame a living
Adam has becorgiandespiltiis throughhis priests that Christ sows his seed in the
Church. St Paul, again, salfsvas | who begot you in Ahissthkesesd of Christ,
that is, the Spmt of God, that produces the new man through the priestOs hand
conceived in the womb of his mettand born in the baptismal font under the
auspices of faith.

We must receive Christ so that he can give us birth, as the Apostle Jobrakayiso
accepted him he gave power to becomButhiseraoh@duk brought about except
the sarament of cleansing and anointing, the sacrament which the bishop
administers. Sins are washed away by the cleansing waters of the font; the Hol
is infused by oil of chrism; and we receive both at the b|sh0pOs hands and thro
words. Thus th&hole man is born again and made new in Ckoghat as Christ we
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too midttavak mviegypess c
behind us the errors of our former life, we should through the Spirit folloawa
way of life in Christ.

SATURDAY  107:3343, 108:16(7-13)  « 33

Judges 16:14- Once Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute and we
to her. The Gazites were told, OSamson has come here.O So they circled arot
lay in wi for him all night at the city gate. They kept quiet all night, thinking, OL¢
us wait until the light of the morning; then we will kill him.O But Samson lay onl
until midnight. Then at midnight he rose up, took hold of the doors of the city ga
and te two posts, pulled them up, bar and all, put them on his shoulders, and
carried them to the top of the hill that is in front of Hebron.

After this he fell in love with a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was
Delilah. The lords of the Philistas came to her and said to her, OCoax him, and
find out what makes his strength so great, and how we may overpower him, so
may bind him in order to subdue him; and we will each give you eleven hundrec
pieces of silver.0 So Delilah said to Sarﬁ)stBase tell me what makes your strer
so great, and how you could be bound, so that one could subdue you.O Samsc
to her, OIf they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings that are not dried out, then
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But David went up the ascent of the MafrOlives, weeping as he went, with his
head covered and walking barefoot; and all the people who were with him cove
their heads and went up, weeping as they went. David was told that Ahithophel
among the conspirators with Absalom. And David €. ORD, | pray you, turn
the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.O

When David came to the summit, where God was worshiped, Hushai the Archit
to meet him with his coat torn and earth on his head. David said to him, OIf you
with me, you wiilbe a burden to me. But if you return to the city and say to Absal
Ol will be your servant, O king; as | have been your fatherOs servant in time pa
now | will be your servant,® then you will defeat for me the counsel of Ahithoph
The priests Zdok and Abiathar will be with you there. So whatever you hear fron
kingOs house, tell it to the priests Zadok and Abiathar. Their two sons are with |
there, ZadokOs son Ahimaaz and AbiatharOs son Jonathan; and by them you s
report to me everythg you hear.O So Hushai, DavidOs frlend came into the city
as Absalom was entering Jerusalem.O

Acts 7:1729 - OBut as the time drew near for the fulfillment of the promise that
God had made to Abraham, our people in Egypt increased and multiiied
another king who had not known Joseph ruled over Egypt. He dealt craftily witt
race and forced our ancestors to abandon their infants so that they would die. ,
time Moses was born, and he was beautiful before God. For three months he w
brought up in his fatherOs house; and when he was abandoned, PharaohOs d.
adopted him and brought him up as her own son. So Moses was instructed in ¢
wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in his words and deeds.

OWhen he was forty gead, it came into his heart to visit his relatives, the
Israelites. When he saw one of them being wronged, he defended the oppress
and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. He supposed that his kinsfolk
understand that God through hiwas rescuing them, but they did not understand.
The next day he came to some of them as they were quarreling and tried to rec
them, saying, OMen, you are brothers; why do you wrong each other?0O But th
who was wronging his neighbor pushed Mrside, saying, OWho made you a rule
and a judge over us? Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterd:
When he heard this, Moses fled and became a resident alien in the land of Midi
There he became the father of two sons.

John 4:4354 - When the two days were over, he went from that place to Galile
(for Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in the prophetOs ov
country). When he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, since they he
all that he had danin Jerusalem at the festival; for they too had gone to the festi

Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had changed the water into
Now there was a royal official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. When he heard
Jesus had come fraldea to Galilee, he went and begged him to come down ar
heal his son, for he was at the point of death. Then Jesus said to him, OUnless
signs and wonders you will not believe.O The official said to him, OSir, come d
before my little boy dseO Jesus said to him, OGo; your son will live.O The man
believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way. As he was ¢
down, his slaves met him and told him that his child was alive. So he asked the
hour when he began to recqwand they said to him, OYesterday at one in the
afternoon the fever left him.O The father realized that this was the hour when J
had said to him, OYour son will live.O So he himself believed, along with his wt
household. Now this was the secagmithat Jesus did after coming from Judea to
Galilee.
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were his disciples in the Spirit and looked forward to him as their teacher? The)
waited for him in righteousness, and when he came he raised them from the de

TUESDAY

Joshua 8:122 - Then the LORD said to Joshua,00dt fear or be dismayed; take
all the fighting men with you, and go up now to Ai. See, | have handed over to y
king of Ai with his people, his city, and his land. You shall do to Ai and its king a
did to Jericho and its king; only its spoitlars livestock you may take as booty for
yourselves. Set an ambush against the city, behind it.O

So Joshua and all the fighting men set out to go up against Ai. Joshua chose t
thousand warriors and sent them out by night with the command, Ol be: isha
ambush against the city, behind it; do not go very far from the city, but all of you
alert. | and all the people who are with me will approach the city. When they cor
against us, as before, we shall flee from them. They will comieious aintil we
have drawn them away from the city; for they will say, OThey are fleeing from u
before.O While we flee from them, you shall rise up from the ambush and seize
city; for the LORD your God will give it into your hand. And when yauth&en the
city, you shall set the city on fire, doing as the LORD has ordered; see, | have
commanded you.O So Joshua sent them out; and they went to the place of aml
and lay between Bethel and A, to the west of Ai; but Joshua spent that night in
camp.

In the morning Joshua rose early and mustered the people, and went up, with
elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. All the fighting men who were with him
up, and drew near before the city, and camped on the north side of Ai, avithea r
between them and Ai. Taking about five thousand men, he set them in ambush
between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. So they stationed the forces, the
encampment that was north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But Jc
spent that night in the valley. When the king of Ai saw this, he and all his people
inhabitants of the city, hurried out early in the morning to the meeting place faci
the Arabah to meet Israel in battle; but he did not know that there was an ambu
against him behind the city. And Joshua and all Israel made a pretense of being
beaten before them, and fled in the direction of the wilderness. So all the peopl
were in the city were called together to pursue them, and as they pursued Josh
weredrawn away from the city. There was not a man left in Ai or Bethel who did
go out after Israel; they left the city open, and pursued Israel.

Then the LORD said to Joshua, OStretch out the sword that is in your hand to
Ai; for | will give it inb your hand.O And Joshua stretched out the sword that wa
his hand toward the city. As soon as he stretched out his hand, the troops in an
rose quickly out of their place and rushed forward. They entered the city, took it
at once set the citp @ire. So when the men of Ai looked back, the smoke of the ¢
was rising to the sky. They had no power to flee 