
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these 
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  

  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. 
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name.  
 

From a sermon by St Augustine, bishop (354-430) 
 
   What human being could know all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden in 
Christ and concealed under the poverty of his humanity? For being rich, he became poor for our 
sake so that by his poverty we might become rich. When he assumed our mortality and overcame death 
he manifested himself in poverty: his poverty was not a sign of riches lost but a promise of 
riches to come later. 

   How great is the abundance of the delights that he conceals from those who fear him but 
prepares for those that hope in him! 

   Until what is being prepared arrives, we can understand only in part. To make us worthy 
of this perfect gift, he, equal to the Father in the form of God, became like us in the form 
of a servant, and he re-forms us to be like God. The only Son of God, having become the 
son of Man, makes many sons of men the sons of God. Taking on the form of a servant, he 
takes those who were born and brought up as servants and gives them the freedom of seeing 
the face of God. 

   For we are the children of God, and what we shall become has not yet appeared. We know that, when he appears, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. What, then, are those treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge? What are those divine riches unless they are what is sufficient for us? What is 
that multitude of delights unless it is what fills us? Show us the Father and it is sufficient enough for us. 

   In one of the psalms one of us—either with us or on our behalf—said to him, I shall be filled 
when your glory appears. But he and the Father are one, and whoever sees him sees the Father 
also, so the Lord of hosts, he is the King of Glory. He will bring us back, he will show us his face and 
we shall be saved; we shall be filled, and he will be sufficient for us.  

   Until this comes to pass, until he gives us the sight of what will completely satisfy us, until 
we drink our fill of him, the fountain of life—while we wander about, apart from him but 
strong in faith, while we hunger and thirst for justice, longing with a desire too deep for 
words for the beautiful vision of God, let us fervently and devotedly celebrate the 
anniversary of his birth in the form of a servant.  

We cannot yet contemplate the fact that he was begotten by the Father before the dawn, so 
let us hold on to the fact that he was born of the Virgin in the night. We do not yet 
understand how his name endures before the sun, so let us acknowledge his tabernacle placed in the sun. 

   Since we do not, as yet, gaze upon the Only Son inseparably united with His Father, let 
us remember the Bridegroom coming out of his bride-chamber. Since we are not yet ready for the 
banquet of our Father, let us acknowledge the manger of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Year One 



Week of 1 Advent  

 

Sunday 146, 147        !        111, 112, 113 
  
Isa. 1:1-9 -   The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. Hear, O 
heavens, and listen, O earth; for the LORD has spoken: I reared children and brought 
them up, but they have rebelled against me.  
 The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does not know, my 
people do not understand.    

    Ah, sinful nation, people laden with iniquity, offspring who do evil, children who deal 
corruptly, who have forsaken the LORD, who have despised the Holy One of Israel, who 
are utterly estranged!    

    Why do you seek further beatings? Why do you continue to rebel? The whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart faint.  From the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no 
soundness in it, but bruises and sores and bleeding wounds; they have not been drained, or 
bound up, or softened with oil. Your country lies desolate, your cities are burned with fire; 
in your very presence aliens devour your land; it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners.  
 And daughter Zion is left like a booth in a vineyard, like a shelter in a cucumber field, like 
a besieged city.  If the LORD of hosts had not left us a few survivors, we would have been 
like Sodom, and become like Gomorrah.            
 
(Amos 1:1-5, 13-2.8) – The words of Amos, who was among the sheepherders from Tekoa, 
which he envisioned in visions concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and 
in the days of Jeroboam son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. He 
said, “The LORD roars from Zion and from Jerusalem He utters His voice; and the 
shepherds’ pasture grounds mourn, And the summit of Carmel dries up.” Thus says the 
LORD, “For three transgressions of Damascus and for four I will not revoke its punishment, 
because they threshed Gilead with implements of sharp iron.  
 “So I will send fire upon the house of Hazel and it will consume the citadels of Ben-hadad.  

 “I will also break the gate bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the valley of 
Aven, and him who holds the scepter, from Beth-Eden; So the people of Aram will go 
exiled to Kir,” Says the LORD.  

   Thus says the LORD, “For three transgressions of the sons of Ammon and for four I will 
not revoke its punishment, because they ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead In order 
to enlarge their borders.  “So I will kindle a fire on the wall of Rabbah and it will consume 
her citadels amid war cries on the day of battle, and a storm on the day of tempest.  “Their 
king will go into exile, He and his princes together,” says the LORD.  

   Thus says the LORD, “For three transgressions of Moab and for four I will not revoke its 
punishment, because he burned the bones of the king of Edom to lime.  “So I will send fire 
upon Moab and it will consume the citadels of Kerioth; And Moab will die amid tumult, 
with war cries and the sound of a trumpet.  “I will also cut off the judge from her midst and 
slay all her princes with him,” says the LORD.  

   Thus says the LORD, “For three transgressions of Judah and for four I will not revoke its 
punishment, Because they rejected the law of the LORD And have not kept His statutes; Their 
lies also have led them astray, Those after which their fathers walked.  

 “So I will send fire upon Judah and it will consume the citadels of Jerusalem.”  
   Thus says the LORD, “For three transgressions of Israel and for four I will not revoke its 
punishment, because they sell the righteous for money and the needy for a pair of sandals.  

 “These who pant after the very dust of the earth on the head of the helpless also turn aside 
the way of the humble; and a man and his father resort to the same girl In order to profane 
My holy name.  “On garments taken as pledges they stretch out beside every altar, and in 
the house of their God they drink the wine of those who have been fined. 
 
2 Pet. 3:1-10 -   This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you; in them I am 
trying to arouse your sincere intention by reminding you that you should remember the 
words spoken in the past by the holy prophets, and the commandment of the Lord and 
Savior spoken through your apostles. First of all you must understand this, that in the last 

cross the Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the 
Israelites. Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I 
promised to Moses. From the wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great river, the river 
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great Sea in the west shall be your territory. 
No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I 
will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous; for you shall 
put this people in possession of the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. Only 
be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my 
servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that 
you may be successful wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart out of your 
mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in 
accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and 
then you shall be successful. I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be 
frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”          
 
(Jonah 2:2-9) - saying, “I called to the LORD out of my distress, and he answered me; out 
of the belly of Sheol I cried, and you heard my voice.  You cast me into the deep, into the 
heart of the seas, and the flood surrounded me; all your waves and your billows   passed 
over me.  Then I said, ‘I am driven away   from your sight; how shall I look again   upon 
your holy temple?’  The waters closed in over me; the deep surrounded me; weeds were 
wrapped around my head  at the roots of the mountains.  I went down to the land   whose 
bars closed upon me forever; yet you brought up my life from the Pit, O LORD my God.  
As my life was ebbing away, I remembered the LORD; and my prayer came to you, into 
your holy temple.  Those who worship vain idols   forsake their true loyalty.  But I with the 
voice of thanksgiving   will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will pay.   Deliverance 
belongs to the LORD!” 
 
Heb. 11:32—12:2 -   And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by 
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom the world 
was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the 
ground.  

  Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, 
be made perfect.  
   Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that 
is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.          
 
John 15:1-16 -   “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in 
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I 
have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 



  By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they 
had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those 
who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.          
 
John 14:6-14 - Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now 
on you do know him and have seen him.”  

  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I 
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name 
you ask me for anything, I will do it.  
 

From the Five Hundred Chapters by St Maximus the Confessor (ca. 580-662) 
 
   The Word of God, born once in the flesh (such is his kindness and his goodness), is 
always willing to be born spiritually in those who desire him. In them he is born as an 
infant as he fashions himself in them by means of their virtues. He reveals himself to the 
extent that he knows someone is capable of receiving him. He diminishes the revelation of 
his glory not out of selfishness but because he recognises the capacity and resources of those 
who desire to see him. Yet, in the transcendence of mystery, he always remains invisible to 
all.  

   For this reason the apostle Paul, reflecting on the power of the mystery, said: Jesus Christ, 
yesterday and today: he remains the same for ever. For he understood the mystery as ever new, never 
growing old through our understanding of it.  
   Christ is God, for he had given all things their being out of nothing. Yet he is born as 
man by taking to himself our nature, flesh endowed with intelligent spirit. A star glitters by 
day in the East and leads the wise men to the place where the incarnate Word lies, to show 
that the Word, contained in the Law and the Prophets, surpasses in a mystical way 
knowledge derived from the senses, and to lead the Gentiles to the full light of knowledge.  
   For surely the word of the Law and the Prophets when it is understood with faith is like a 
star which leads those who are called by the power of grace in accordance with his decree to 
recognise the Word incarnate.  
   Here is the reason why God became a perfect man, changing nothing of human nature, 
except to take away sin (which was never natural anyway). His flesh was set before that 
voracious, gaping dragon as bait to provoke him: flesh that would be deadly for the dragon, 
for it would utterly destroy him by the power of the Godhead hidden within it. For human 
nature, however, his flesh was to be a remedy since the power of the Godhead in it would 
restore human nature to its original grace.  

   Just as the devil had poisoned the tree of knowledge and spoiled our nature by its taste, so 
too, in presuming to devour the Lordís flesh he himself is corrupted and is completely 
destroyed by the power of the Godhead hidden in it.  

   The great mystery of the divine incarnation remains a mystery for ever. How can the 
Word made flesh be essentially the same person that is wholly with the Father? How can he 
who is by nature God become by nature wholly man without lacking either nature, neither 
the divine by which he is God nor the human by which he became man?  
   Faith alone grasps these mysteries. Faith alone is truly the substance and foundation of all 
that exceeds knowledge and understanding. 
 

Jan. 5  2, 110:1-5(6-7)        !        —— 
  
Joshua 1:1-9 -   After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD spoke to 
Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying, “My servant Moses is dead. Now proceed to 

days scoffers will come, scoffing and indulging their own lusts and saying, “Where is the 
promise of his coming? For ever since our ancestors died, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of creation!” They deliberately ignore this fact, that by the word of God 
heavens existed long ago and an earth was formed out of water and by means of water, 
through which the world of that time was deluged with water and perished. But by the same 
word the present heavens and earth have been reserved for fire, being kept until the day of 
judgment and destruction of the godless.  
  But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as 
some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come 
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed.          
 
Matt. 25:1-13 -   “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! 
there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some 
for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I 
do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.  
 

From  a catechetical instruction by St Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop (ca. 315-386) 
 
We do not preach only one coming of Christ, but a second as well, much more glorious 
than the first. The first coming was marked by patience; the second will bring the crown of 
a divine kingdom.  

In general, whatever relates to our Lord Jesus Christ has two aspects. There is a birth from 
God before the ages, and a birth from a virgin at the fullness of time. There is a hidden 
coming, like that of rain on fleece, and a coming before all eyes, still in the future. 

At the first coming he was wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger. At his second coming 
he will be clothed in light as in a garment. In the first coming he endured the cross, 
despising the shame; in the second coming he will be in glory, escorted by an army of 
angels.  

We look then beyond the first coming and await the second. At the first coming we said: 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. At the second we shall say it again; we shall go out 
with the angels to meet the Lord and cry out in adoration: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 

The Saviour will not come to be judged again, but to judge those by whom he was judged. 
At his own judgement he was silent; then he will address those who committed the outrages 
against him when they crucified him and will remind them: You did these things, and I was silent. 

His first coming was to fulfil his plan of love, to teach men by gentle persuasion. This time, 
whether men like it or not, they will be subjects of his kingdom by necessity.  

The prophet Malachi speaks of the two comings. And the Lord whom you seek will come suddenly to his 
temple: that is one coming. 

Again he says of another coming: Look, the Lord almighty will come, and who will endure the day of his 
entry, or who will stand in his sight? Because he comes like a refiner’s fire, a fuller’s herb, and he will sit refining and 
cleansing. 

These two comings are also referred to by Paul in writing to Titus: The grace of God the Saviour 
has appeared to all men, instructing us to put aside impiety and worldly desires and live temperately, uprightly, and 
religiously in this present age, waiting for the joyful hope, the appearance of the glory of our great God and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Notice how he speaks of a first coming for which he gives thanks, and a second, 
the one we still await.  



That is why the faith we profess has been handed on to you in these words: He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ will therefore come from heaven. He will come at the end of the 
world, in glory, at the last day. For there will be an end to this world, and the created world 
will be made new. 
 

Monday 1, 2, 3       !       4, 7 
  
Isa. 1:10-20 -     Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching 
of our God, you people of Gomorrah!  

 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had enough of burnt 
offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of 
lambs, or of goats.    

    When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my 
courts no more;  bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me. New moon 
and sabbath and calling of convocation— I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.  
 Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to 
me, I am weary of bearing them.  

 When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make 
many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.  

 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my 
eyes; cease to do evil,  learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the 
orphan, plead for the widow.    

    Come now, let us argue it out, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.  

 If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land;  but if you refuse and 
rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.            
 
(Amos 2:6-16) - Thus says the LORD:  For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I 
will not revoke the punishment; because they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for 
a pair of sandals— they who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth, and 
push the afflicted out of the way; father and son go in to the same girl, so that my holy 
name is profaned; they lay themselves down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge; 
and in the house of their God they drink wine bought with fines they imposed.    

  Yet I destroyed the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of cedars, and 
who was as strong as oaks; I destroyed his fruit above, and his roots beneath. Also I brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt, and led you forty years in the wilderness, to possess the 
land of the Amorite.  

 And I raised up some of your children to be prophets and some of your youths to be 
nazirites. Is it not indeed so, O people of Israel? says the LORD. But you made the 
nazirites drink wine, and commanded the prophets, saying, “You shall not prophesy.”  So, 
I will press you down in your place, just as a cart presses down when it is full of sheaves.  

 Flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall not retain their strength, nor shall 
the mighty save their lives; those who handle the bow shall not stand, and those who are 
swift of foot shall not save themselves, nor shall those who ride horses save their lives; and 
those who are stout of heart among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, says the 
LORD.   
 
1 Thess. 1:1-10 -   Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  To the church of the Thessalonians in 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  Grace to you and peace.  

  We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved 
by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word 
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know 
what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators 
of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 

neighbor is with us already. So support your neighbor, who is traveling with you, so that 
you may reach him with whom you long to dwell. 
 

Jan. 4  85, 87        !        89:1-29  
  
Exod. 3:1-12 -   Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, 
and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside 
and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw 
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of 
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid 
his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  

  Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have 
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have 
come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a 
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The 
cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 
So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But 
Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent 
you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.”          
 
(Joshua 3:14-4:7) -   When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people.  Now the Jordan 
overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when those who bore the ark had 
come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of 
the water, the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at 
Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing toward the sea of the Arabah, 
the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people crossed over opposite Jericho.  While 
all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, until the entire nation 
finished crossing over the Jordan.  

  When the entire nation had finished crossing over the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua: 
“Select twelve men from the people, one from each tribe, and command them, ‘Take 
twelve stones from here out of the middle of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ 
feet stood, carry them over with you, and lay them down in the place where you camp 
tonight.’”  Then Joshua summoned the twelve men from the Israelites, whom he had 
appointed, one from each tribe.  Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the LORD 
your God into the middle of the Jordan, and each of you take up a stone on his shoulder, 
one for each of the tribes of the Israelites, so that this may be a sign among you. When your 
children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’  then you shall tell them 
that the waters of the Jordan were cut off in front of the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 
When it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall 
be to the Israelites a memorial forever.” 
 
Heb. 11:23-31 -   By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, 
because they saw that the child was beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 
pleasures of sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, unafraid 
of the king’s anger; for he persevered as though he saw him who is invisible. By faith he 
kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would 
not touch the firstborn of Israel.  



have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city 
for them.  

  By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had received the 
promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had been told, “It is through Isaac 
that descendants shall be named for you.” He considered the fact that God is able even to 
raise someone from the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith 
Isaac invoked blessings for the future on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, “bowing in worship over the top of his staff.” By faith 
Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 
instructions about his burial.          
 
John 10:7-17 -   So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly.  

  “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 
the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand 
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. 
And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it 
up again.  
 

From a treatise on John by Saint Augustine, bishop (354-430) 
 

   The Lord himself came, the Teacher of love, full of love, shortening the word upon the earth, as it 
was foretold that he would do. He showed that from the two precepts of love depend the 
whole of the Law and the prophets. 

   What are these two commandments? Join me, my brethren, in recollecting them. They 
ought to be thoroughly familiar to you and not just come into your mind when we recite 
them: they ought never to be blotted out from your hearts. Always and everywhere, bear in 
mind that you must love God and your neighbor, love God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind; and love your neighbor as you would love yourself. 

   We must always ponder these words, meditate them, hold them in our minds, practice 
them and bring them to fruition. As far as teaching is concerned, the love of God comes 
first; but as far as doing is concerned, the love of our neighbor comes first. Whoever sets 
out to teach you these two commandments of love must not commend your neighbor to you 
first, and then God, but God first and then your neighbor. You, on the other hand, do not 
yet see God, but loving your neighbor will bring you that sight. By loving your neighbor 
you purify your eyes so that they are ready to see God, as John clearly says: If you do not love 
your brother, whom you see, how can you love God, whom you do not see? 

   You are told “Love God”. If you say to me “Show me whom I should love,” what can I say 
except what John says? No man has ever seen God. But you must not think yourself wholly 
unsuited to seeing God: God is love, says John, and whoever dwells in love dwells in God. So love 
whoever is nearest to you and look inside you to see where that love is coming from: thus, 
as far as you are capable, you will see God. 

   So start to love your neighbor. Share your bread with the hungry, bring the homeless pauper into your 
house. Clothe the naked, and do not despise the servants of your kin. 

   What will you get from doing all this? Your light will break forth like the dawn. Your light is your 
God, your dawn, because he will come to you to end the night of this world—he who, 
himself, neither rises nor sets but is eternal. 

   By loving your neighbor, by having care for your neighbor, you are traveling on a 
journey. Where are you journeying, except to the Lord God, whom we must love with all 
our heart and all our soul and all our mind? We have not yet reached the Lord, but our 

Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to 
speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and 
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us 
from the wrath that is coming.          
 
Luke 20:1-8 -    One day, as he was teaching the people in the temple and telling the good 
news, the chief priests and the scribes came with the elders and said to him, “Tell us, by 
what authority are you doing these things? Who is it who gave you this authority?” He 
answered them, “I will also ask you a question, and you tell me: Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” They discussed it with one another, saying, 
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ all the people will stone us; for they are convinced that John was a 
prophet.” So they answered that they did not know where it came from. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”  
 

From a pastoral letter by St Charles Borromeo, bishop (1538 – 1584) 
 
Beloved, now is the acceptable time spoken of by the Spirit, the day of salvation, peace and 
reconciliation: the great season of Advent. This is the time eagerly awaited by the patriarchs 
and prophets, the time that holy Simeon rejoiced at last to see. This is the season that the 
Church has always celebrated with special solemnity. We too should always observe it with 
faith and love, offering praise and thanksgiving to the Father for the mercy and love he has 
shown us in this mystery. In his infinite love for us, though we were sinners, he sent his 
only Son to free us from the tyranny of Satan, to summon us to heaven, to welcome us into 
its innermost recesses, to show us truth itself, to train us in right conduct, to plant within 
us the seeds of virtue, to enrich us with the treasures of his grace, and to make us children 
of God and heirs of eternal life. 

Each year, as the Church recalls this mystery, she urges us to renew the memory of the great 
love God has shown us. This holy season teaches us that Christ’s coming was not only for 
the benefit of his contemporaries; his power has still to be communicated to us all. We shall 
share his power, if, through holy faith and the sacraments, we willingly accept the grace 
Christ earned for us, and live by that grace and in obedience to Christ. 

The Church asks us to understand that Christ, who came once in the flesh, is prepared to 
come again. When we remove all obstacles to his presence he will come, at any hour and 
moment, to dwell spiritually in our hearts, bringing with him the riches of his grace. 

In her concern for our salvation, our loving mother the Church uses this holy season to 
teach us through hymns, canticles and other forms of expression, of voice or ritual, used by 
the Holy Spirit. She shows us how grateful we should be for so great a blessing, and how to 
gain its benefit: our hearts should be as much prepared for the coming of Christ as if he 
were still to come into this world. The same lesson is given us for our imitation by the 
words and example of the holy men of the Old Testament. 
 

Tuesday  5, 6        !        10, 11 
  
Isa. 1:21-31 -     How the faithful city has become a whore! She that was full of justice, 
righteousness lodged in her— but now murderers!  
 Your silver has become dross, your wine is mixed with water.  
 Your princes are rebels and companions of thieves. Everyone loves a bribe and runs after 
gifts. They do not defend the orphan, and the widow’s cause does not come before them.    

    Therefore says the Sovereign, the LORD of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel: Ah, I will 
pour out my wrath on my enemies, and avenge myself on my foes!  I will turn my hand 
against you; I will smelt away your dross as with lye and remove all your alloy.  

 And I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the beginning. 
Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city.       Zion shall be 
redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness.  
 But rebels and sinners shall be destroyed together, and those who forsake the LORD shall 
be consumed.  



 For you shall be ashamed of the oaks in which you delighted; and you shall blush for the 
gardens that you have chosen.  For you shall be like an oak whose leaf withers, and like a 
garden without water.  The strong shall become like tinder, and their work like a spark; 
they and their work shall burn together, with no one to quench them.            
 
(Amos 3:1-11) -   Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against you, O people of 
Israel, against the whole family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt:  You only have I 
known   of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you   for all your iniquities.    

    Do two walk together   unless they have made an appointment? Does a lion roar in the 
forest, when it has no prey? Does a young lion cry out from its den, if it has caught 
nothing? Does a bird fall into a snare on the earth, when there is no trap for it? Does a 
snare spring up from the ground, when it has taken nothing?  Is a trumpet blown in a city, 
and the people are not afraid? Does disaster befall a city, unless the LORD has done it?  

 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, without revealing his secret   to his servants the 
prophets. The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord GOD has spoken; who can but 
prophesy?    

    Proclaim to the strongholds in Ashdod, and to the strongholds in the land of Egypt, and 
say, “Assemble yourselves on Mount Samaria, and see what great tumults are within it, and 
what oppressions are in its midst.”  They do not know how to do right, says the LORD, 
those who store up violence and robbery in their strongholds.  
 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD:  An adversary shall surround the land, and strip you 
of your defense; and your strongholds shall be plundered. 
 
1 Thess. 2:1-12 -    You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was 
not in vain, but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, 
as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of 
great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or 
trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the 
gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As 
you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext 
for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though 
we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a 
nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are 
determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because 
you have become very dear to us.  
  You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that 
we might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are 
witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was toward you 
believers. As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, urging 
and encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his 
own kingdom and glory.         
 
Luke 20:9-18 -    He began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, and 
leased it to tenants, and went to another country for a long time. When the season came, he 
sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce of the 
vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Next he sent another 
slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. And he sent still a 
third; this one also they wounded and threw out. Then the owner of the vineyard said, 
‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ But when the 
tenants saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said, ‘This is the heir; let us kill 
him so that the inheritance may be ours.’ So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those 
tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Heaven forbid!” 
But he looked at them and said, “What then does this text mean: ‘The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?  

Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.”  

 
From a sermon by Saint Gregory Nazianzen, bishop (ca. 330-389) 

worship ought to be offered in Spirit and in truth, clearly meaning that he himself was the 
Truth. 

   We speak of the worship offered in the Son, meaning worship offered in the image of 
God the Father. In the same way we can speak of worship offered in the Spirit, the one who 
shows in himself the divinity of the Lord. 

   So it is right, and in accordance with the true nature of things, that the illumination of 
the Spirit should allow us to glimpse the splendour of the glory of God. We move from the 
imprint of a seal to the One whose exact and perfect seal it is. 
 

Jan. 3  68        !        72 
  
Gen. 28:10-22 -   Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain 
place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of 
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there 
was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God 
were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the 
LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I 
will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, 
and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; 
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I 
am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I 
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his 
sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!” And he was 
afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven.”  

  So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head 
and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the 
name of the city was Luz at the first. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to 
wear, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, 
and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that you give 
me I will surely give one tenth to you.”          
 
(1 Kings 19:9-18) - At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.   Then the 
word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  He answered, 
“I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken 
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone 
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”  

  He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to 
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but 
the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.  When Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. 
I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”  Then the LORD said to him, 
“Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint 
Hazael as king over Aram.  Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; 
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.  
Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the 
sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill.  Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that 
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 
Heb. 11:13-22 -   All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from 
a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking 
a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would 



was taken away that “he had pleased God.” And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
for whoever would approach him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
seek him. By faith Noah, warned by God about events as yet unseen, respected the warning 
and built an ark to save his household; by this he condemned the world and became an heir 
to the righteousness that is in accordance with faith.  
  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a 
time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as 
good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”          
 
John 6:35-42, 48-51 -   Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you 
that you have seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come 
to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I have come down from 
heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him 
who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the 
last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him 
may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.”  

  Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”  
I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This 
is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the 
living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and 
the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”  
 

From the book On the Holy Spirit by Saint Basil the Great, bishop (ca. 330-379) 
 
   Someone who no longer lives according to the flesh, but, being led by the Spirit of God, 
is called a Son of God and is conformed to the image of the Son of God, is described as 
spiritual. As is the power of seeing in the healthy eye, so is the operation of the Spirit in the 
purified soul.  

   The word exists in the soul sometimes as a thought in the heart and at other times as 
speech uttered by the tongue. So too the Holy Spirit sometimes adds his witness to that of 
our spirit and cries in our hearts Abba, Father, sometimes speaks on our behalf, as it is said, It 
is not you that speak, but the Spirit of our Father who speaks in you. 

   Again, the Spirit is conceived of, in relation to the distribution of gifts, as a whole in 
different parts. For we are all part of one another, having different gifts according to the 
grace that God has given us.  
   So the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of you; nor the head to the feet, I have no need of you, but all 
come together to make up the whole Body of Christ in the unity of the Spirit. From the 
gifts that have been given them they each give the others whatever service is needed. 

   For God has arranged the parts of the body, each of them in the place he chose for it. 
And the various parts have the same care for one another, in the spiritual unity that comes 
from the inborn affections that they have been given. Therefore when one part of the body suffers, 
all the parts suffer with it; when one part is honoured, all share its joy. To summarise, our relations in the 
Spirit are the same as the relation of the part to the whole, because we were all baptized in 
one body into one spirit.  

   Just as the Father is seen in the Son, so is the Son seen in the Spirit. To speak of spiritual 
worship is to speak of the action of our intelligence made visible. This can be learned from 
the words that were spoken to the woman of Samaria. She was deceived by the customs of 
her country into the belief that worship was local but our Lord corrected her by saying that 

 
   The very Son of God, older than the ages, the invisible, the incomprehensible, the 
incorporeal, the beginning of beginning, the light of light, the fountain of life and 
immortality, the image of the archetype, the immovable seal, the perfect likeness, the 
definition and word of the Father: he it is who comes to his own image and takes our 
nature for the good of our nature, and unites himself to an intelligent soul for the good of 
my soul, to purify like by like. He takes to himself all that is human, except for sin. He was 
conceived by the Virgin Mary, who had been first prepared in soul and body by the Spirit; 
his coming to birth had to be treated with honor, virginity had to receive new honor. He 
comes forth as God, in the human nature he has taken, one being, made of two contrary 
elements, flesh and spirit. Spirit gave divinity, flesh received it. 

   He who makes rich is made poor; he takes on the poverty of my flesh, that I may gain the 
riches of his divinity. He who is full is made empty; he is emptied for a brief space of his 
glory, that I may share in his fullness. What is this wealth of goodness? What is this mystery 
that surrounds me? I received the likeness of God, but failed to keep it. He takes on my 
flesh, to bring salvation to the image, immortality to the flesh. He enters into a second 
union with us, a union far more wonderful than the first. 

   Holiness had to be brought to man by the humanity assumed by one who was God, so that 
God might overcome the tyrant by force and so deliver us and lead us back to himself 
through the mediation of his Son. The Son arranged this for the honor of the Father, to 
whom the Son is clearly obedient in all things. 

   The Good Shepherd, who lays down his life for the sheep, came in search of the straying 
sheep to the mountains and hills on which you used to offer sacrifice. When he found it, he 
took it on the shoulders that bore the wood of the cross, and led it back to the life of 
heaven. 

   Christ, the light of all lights, follows John, the lamp that goes before him. The Word of 
God follows the voice in the wilderness; the bridegroom follows the bridegroom’s friend, 
who prepares a worthy people for the Lord by cleansing them by water in preparation for 
the Spirit. 

   We need God to take our flesh and die, that we might live. We have died with him, that 
we may be purified. We have risen again with him, because we have died with him. We have 
been glorified with him, because we have risen again with him. 

 

Wednesday    119:1-24        !        12, 13, 14 
  
Isa. 2:1-11 -   The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.    

    In days to come the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  
 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to 
the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem.  

 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.    

    O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  
 For you have forsaken the ways of your people, O house of Jacob. Indeed they are full of 
diviners from the east and of soothsayers like the Philistines, and they clasp hands with 
foreigners.  

 Their land is filled with silver and gold, and there is no end to their treasures; their land is 
filled with horses, and there is no end to their chariots.  Their land is filled with idols; they 
bow down to the work of their hands, to what their own fingers have made.  
 And so people are humbled, and everyone is brought low— do not forgive them!  

 Enter into the rock, and hide in the dust from the terror of the LORD, and from the glory 
of his majesty.  

 The haughty eyes of people shall be brought low, and the pride of everyone shall be 
humbled; and the LORD alone will be exalted in that day.         
 



(Amos 3:12-4:5) –  Thus says the LORD: As the shepherd rescues from the mouth of the 
lion two legs, or a piece of an ear, so shall the people of Israel who live in Samaria be 
rescued, with the corner of a couch and part of a bed.   

    Hear, and testify against the house of Jacob, says the Lord GOD, the God of hosts:  

 On the day I punish Israel for its transgressions, I will punish the altars of Bethel, and the 
horns of the altar shall be cut off   and fall to the ground.  

 I will tear down the winter house as well as the summer house; and the houses of ivory 
shall perish, and the great houses shall come to an end, says the LORD.    

    Hear this word, you cows of Bashan   who are on Mount Samaria, who oppress the poor, 
who crush the needy, who say to their husbands, “Bring something to drink!”  
 The Lord GOD has sworn by his holiness:  The time is surely coming upon you, when they 
shall take you away with hooks, even the last of you with fishhooks.  
 Through breaches in the wall you shall leave, each one straight ahead; and you shall be 
flung out into Harmon, says the LORD.  

 Come to Bethel—and transgress; to Gilgal—and multiply transgression; bring your 
sacrifices every morning, your tithes every three days;  bring a thank-offering of leavened 
bread, and proclaim freewill offerings, publish them; for so you love to do, O people of 
Israel! says the Lord GOD.   
 
1 Thess. 2:13-20 -   We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received 
the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it 
really is, God’s word, which is also at work in you believers. For you, brothers and sisters, 
became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you suffered 
the same things from your own compatriots as they did from the Jews, who killed both the 
Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out; they displease God and oppose everyone by 
hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. Thus they have 
constantly been filling up the measure of their sins; but God’s wrath has overtaken them at 
last.  

  As for us, brothers and sisters, when, for a short time, we were made orphans by being 
separated from you—in person, not in heart—we longed with great eagerness to see you face 
to face. For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, wanted to again and again—but 
Satan blocked our way. For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord 
Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? Yes, you are our glory and joy!          
 
Luke 20:19-26 - When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable 
against them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the people.  

  So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to trap him by 
what he said, so as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the governor. So 
they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say and teach, and you 
show deference to no one, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful 
for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But he perceived their craftiness and said to 
them, “Show me a denarius. Whose head and whose title does it bear?” They said, “The 
emperor’s.” He said to them, “Then give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were not able in the presence of the people 
to trap him by what he said; and being amazed by his answer, they became silent.  
 

From a sermon by Saint Bernard, abbot (1090-1153) 
 
   We know that there are three comings of the Lord. The third lies between the other two. 
It is invisible, while the other two are visible. In the first coming he was seen on earth, 
dwelling among men; he himself testifies that they saw him and hated him. In the final 
coming all flesh will see the salvation of our God, and they will look on him whom they 
pierced. The intermediate coming is a hidden one; in it only the elect see the Lord within 
their own selves, and they are saved. In his first coming our Lord came in our flesh and in 
our weakness; in this middle coming he comes in spirit and in power; in the final coming 
he will be seen in glory and majesty. 

   In case someone should think that what we say about this middle coming is sheer 
invention, listen to what our Lord himself ways: If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him. There is another passage of Scripture which reads: He 

 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am 
writing to you, young people, because you have conquered the evil one.  

 I write to you, children, because you know the Father. I write to you, fathers, because you 
know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young people, because you are strong 
and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.  

  Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those 
who love the world; for all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the 
eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from the Father but from the world. And the world 
and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will of God live forever.         
 
John 6:41-47 -   Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the 
bread that came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from 
heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to 
me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 
It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard 
and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the 
one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has 
eternal life.  
 

Jan. 2  34        !        33 
  
Gen. 12:1-7 -   Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.”  
  So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s 
son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had 
acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to 
the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram, 
and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, 
who had appeared to him.          
 
(1 Kings 19:1-8) -   Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the 
prophets with the sword.  Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods 
do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time 
tomorrow.”  Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, 
which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.  

  But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a 
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away 
my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.”  Then he lay down under the broom tree 
and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.”  He 
looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and 
drank, and lay down again.  The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and 
said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.”  He got up, and ate 
and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb 
the mount of God. 
 
Heb. 11:1-12 -   Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that 
are not visible.  

  By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s. Through this he 
received approval as righteous, God himself giving approval to his gifts; he died, but 
through his faith he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience 
death; and “he was not found, because God had taken him.” For it was attested before he 



   When a fire is lit to clear a field, it burns off all the dry and useless weeds and thorns. 
When the sun rises and darkness is dispelled, robbers, night-prowlers and burglars hide 
away. So when Paul’s voice was raised to preach the Gospel to the nations, like a great clap 
of thunder in the sky, his preaching was a blazing fire carrying all before it. It was the sun 
rising in full glory. Infidelity was consumed by it, false beliefs fled away, and the truth 
appeared like a great candle lighting the whole world with its brilliant flame.  

   By word of mouth, by letters, by miracles and by the example of his own life, Saint Paul 
bore the name of Jesus wherever he went. He praised the name of Jesus at all times, but 
never more than when bearing witness to his faith. 

   Moreover, the Apostle did indeed carry this name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of 
Israel as a light to enlighten all nations. And this was his cry wherever he journeyed: The night 
is passing away, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us 
conduct ourselves honourably as in the day. Paul himself showed forth the burning and shining light 
set upon a candlestick, everywhere proclaiming Jesus, and him crucified.  

   And so the Church, the bride of Christ strengthened by his testimony, rejoices with the 
psalmist, singing: O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. The 
psalmist exhorts her to do this, as he says: Sing to the Lord, and bless his name, proclaim his salvation day 
after day. And this salvation is Jesus, her savior. 
 

Second Sunday after Christmas         66, 67        !        145 
  
Ecclus. 3:3-9, 14-17 -  Those who honor their father atone for sins,  
 and those who respect their mother are like those who lay up treasure.  
 Those who honor their father will have joy in their own children, and when they pray they 
will be heard.  
 Those who respect their father will have long life, and those who honor their mother obey 
the Lord;  
 they will serve their parents as their masters.  
 Honor your father by word and deed, that his blessing may come upon you.  
 For a father’s blessing strengthens the houses of the children, but a mother’s curse uproots 
their foundations.  

 For kindness to a father will not be forgotten, and will be credited to you against your sins;  
 in the day of your distress it will be remembered in your favor; like frost in fair weather, 
your sins will melt away.  

 Whoever forsakes a father is like a blasphemer, and whoever angers a mother is cursed by 
the Lord.  
 My child, perform your tasks with humility; then you will be loved by those whom God 
accepts.          
 
(Wisdom 7:3-14) - And when I was born, I began to breathe the common air, and fell 
upon the kindred earth; my first sound was a cry, as is true of all.  I was nursed with care in 
swaddling cloths.  For no king has had a different beginning of existence; there is for all 
one entrance into life, and one way out.  
 Therefore I prayed, and understanding was given me; I called on God, and the spirit of 
wisdom came to me.  

 I preferred her to scepters and thrones, and I accounted wealth as nothing in comparison 
with her.  

 Neither did I liken to her any priceless gem, because all gold is but a little sand in her 
sight, and silver will be accounted as clay before her.  

 I loved her more than health and beauty, and I chose to have her rather than light, because 
her radiance never ceases.  All good things came to me along with her, and in her hands 
uncounted wealth.  I rejoiced in them all, because wisdom leads them; but I did not know 
that she was their mother.  I learned without guile and I impart without grudging; I do not 
hide her wealth, for it is an unfailing treasure for mortals; those who get it obtain 
friendship with God, commended for the gifts that come from instruction.   
 
1 John 2:12-17 -  I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven on 
account of his name.  

who fears God will do good, but something further has been said about the one who loves, that is, 
that he will keep God’s word. Where is God’s word to be kept? Obviously in the heart, as 
the prophet says: I have hidden your words in my heart, so that I may not sin against you. 

   Keep God’s word in this way. Let it enter into your very being, let it take possession of 
your desires and your whole way of life. Feed on goodness, and your soul will delight in its 
richness. Remember to eat your bread, or your heart will wither away. Fill your soul with 
richness and strength. 

   Because this coming lies between the other two, it is like a road on which we travel from 
the first coming to the last. In the first, Christ was our redemption; in the last, he will 
appear as our life; in this middle coming, he is our rest and consolation. 

   If you keep the word of God in this way, it will also keep you. The Son with the Father 
will come to you. The great Prophet who will build the new Jerusalem will come, the one 
who makes all things new. This coming will fulfill what is written: As we have borne the 
likeness of the earthly man, we shall also bear the likeness of the heavenly man. Just as 
Adam’s sin spread through all mankind and took hold of all, so Christ, who created and 
redeemed all, will glorify all, once he takes possession of all. 
 

Thursday  18:1-20        !        18:21-50 
  
Isa. 2:12-22 -  For the LORD of hosts has a day against all that is proud and lofty, against 
all that is lifted up and high;  

 against all the cedars of Lebanon, lofty and lifted up; and against all the oaks of Bashan;  
 against all the high mountains, and against all the lofty hills;  
 against every high tower, and against every fortified wall;  
 against all the ships of Tarshish, and against all the beautiful craft.  
 The haughtiness of people shall be humbled, and the pride of everyone shall be brought 
low; and the LORD alone will be exalted on that day.  

 The idols shall utterly pass away.  
 Enter the caves of the rocks and the holes of the ground, from the terror of the LORD, 
and from the glory of his majesty, when he rises to terrify the earth.  
 On that day people will throw away to the moles and to the bats their idols of silver and 
their idols of gold, which they made for themselves to worship,  
 to enter the caverns of the rocks and the clefts in the crags, from the terror of the LORD, 
and from the glory of his majesty, when he rises to terrify the earth.  

 Turn away from mortals, who have only breath in their nostrils, for of what account are 
they?          
 
(Amos 4:6-13) -    I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and lack of bread in all 
your places, yet you did not return to me, says the LORD.    

    And I also withheld the rain from you   when there were still three months to the harvest; 
I would send rain on one city, and send no rain on another city; one field would be rained 
upon, and the field on which it did not rain withered;  

 so two or three towns wandered to one town   to drink water, and were not satisfied; yet 
you did not return to me, says the LORD.    

    I struck you with blight and mildew; I laid waste your gardens and your vineyards; the 
locust devoured your fig trees and your olive trees; yet you did not return to me, says the 
LORD.    

    I sent among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt; I killed your young men with 
the sword; I carried away your horses; and I made the stench of your camp go up into your 
nostrils; yet you did not return to me, says the LORD.    

    I overthrew some of you, as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and you were 
like a brand snatched from the fire; yet you did not return to me, says the LORD. 
Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because I will do this to you, prepare to meet your 
God, O Israel!    

    For lo, the one who forms the mountains, creates the wind, reveals his thoughts to 
mortals, makes the morning darkness, and treads on the heights of the earth—   the LORD, 
the God of hosts, is his name!   
 



1 Thess. 3:1-13 -   Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we decided to be left alone 
in Athens; and we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker for God in proclaiming the 
gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you for the sake of your faith, so that no one 
would be shaken by these persecutions. Indeed, you yourselves know that this is what we are 
destined for. In fact, when we were with you, we told you beforehand that we were to suffer 
persecution; so it turned out, as you know. For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, 
I sent to find out about your faith; I was afraid that somehow the tempter had tempted you 
and that our labor had been in vain.  

  But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your 
faith and love. He has told us also that you always remember us kindly and long to see us—
just as we long to see you. For this reason, brothers and sisters, during all our distress and 
persecution we have been encouraged about you through your faith. For we now live, if you 
continue to stand firm in the Lord. How can we thank God enough for you in return for 
all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.  
  Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may 
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.          
 
Luke 20:27-40 -   Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 
and asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, 
leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his 
brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; then the 
second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally 
the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For 
the seven had married her.”  

  Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but 
those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the 
dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because 
they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the 
fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he 
speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he 
is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” Then some of 
the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have spoken well.” For they no longer dared to ask him 
another question.  
 

From a commentary on the Diastessron by Saint Ephrem, deacon (ca. 306-373) 
 
  To prevent his disciples from asking the time of his coming, Christ said: About that hour no 
one knows, neither the angels nor the Son. It is not for you to know times or moments. He has kept those things 
hidden so that we may keep watch, each of us thinking that he will come in our own day. If 
he had revealed the time of his coming, his coming would have lost its savour: it would no 
longer be an object of yearning for the nations and the age in which it will be revealed. He 
promised that he would come but did not say when he would come, and so all generations 
and ages await him eagerly. 

   Though the Lord has established the signs of his coming, the time of their fulfilment has 
not been plainly revealed. These signs have come and gone with a multiplicity of change; 
more than that, they are still present. His final coming is like his first. As holy men and 
prophets waited for him, thinking that he would reveal himself in their own day, so today 
each of the faithful longs to welcome him in his own day, because Christ has not made 
plain the day of his coming. 

   He has not made it plain for this reason especially, that no one may think that he whose 
power and dominion rule all numbers and times is ruled by fate and time. He described 
the signs of his coming; how could what he has himself decided be hidden from him? 
Therefore, he used these words to increase respect for the signs of his coming, so that from 
that day forward all generations and ages might think that he would come again in their 
own day. 

 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night   they shall 
never be silent.  You who remind the LORD, take no rest,  

 and give him no rest   until he establishes Jerusalem   and makes it renowned throughout 
the earth.  
 The LORD has sworn by his right hand   and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your 
grain   to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine   for which you 
have labored;  

 but those who garner it shall eat it   and praise the LORD, and those who gather it shall 
drink it   in my holy courts.    

    Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the 
highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.  
 The LORD has proclaimed   to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, “See, your 
salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.”  

 They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD”; and you shall be 
called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.”   
 
Col. 2:6-12 -   As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  
  See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to 
Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness 
in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with 
a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 
when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in 
the power of God, who raised him from the dead.         
 
John 16:23b-30 - Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he 
will give it to you.  Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will 
receive, so that your joy may be complete.  
  “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no 
longer speak to you in figures, but will tell you plainly of the Father.  On that day you will 
ask in my name. I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf;  for the Father 
himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.  I 
came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving the world and am 
going to the Father.”  
  His disciples said, “Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of speech!  Now 
we know that you know all things, and do not need to have anyone question you; by this we 
believe that you came from God.”  
 

From a sermon by St Bernardine of Siena 
 
   The name of Jesus is the glory of preachers, because the shining splendor of that name 
causes his word to be proclaimed and heard. And how do you think such an immense, 
sudden and dazzling light of faith came into the world, if not because Jesus was preached? 
Was it not through the brilliance and sweet savor of this name that God called us into his 
marvelous light? When we have been enlightened, and in that same light behold the light of 
heaven, rightly may the apostle Paul say to us: Once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord, 
walk as children of light. 

   So this name must be proclaimed, that it may shine out and never be suppressed. But it 
must not be preached by someone with sullied mind or unclean lips, but stored up and 
poured out from a chosen vessel. 

   That is why our Lord said of Saint Paul: He is a chosen instrument of mine, the vessel of my choice, to 
carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel. In this chosen vessel there was to be a drink 
more pleasing than earth ever knew, offered to all mankind for a price they could pay, so 
that they would be drawn to taste of it. Poured into other chosen vessels, it would grow and 
radiate splendor. For our Lord said: He is to carry my name. 



 They shall not build and another inhabit;   they shall not plant and another eat;  for like 
the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,   and my chosen shall long enjoy the work 
of their hands.  

 They shall not labor in vain,   or bear children for calamity;  for they shall be offspring 
blessed by the LORD—   and their descendants as well.  
 Before they call I will answer,   while they are yet speaking I will hear.  
 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,   the lion shall eat straw like the ox;   but the 
serpent—its food shall be dust!  They shall not hurt or destroy   on all my holy mountain,  
says the LORD.            
 
Rev. 21:1-6 -    Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He 
will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 
them;  

 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  

  And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.  
 

Holy Name (January 1)       103        !        148 
  
Gen. 17:1-12a, 15-16 -   When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will 
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You 
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I 
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. And I will give to you, and to your offspring after you, the land where 
you are now an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and I will be their 
God.”  

  God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between 
me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You 
shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 
me and you. Throughout your generations every male among you shall be circumcised 
when he is eight days old, including the slave born in your house and the one bought with 
your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring.  

  God said to Abraham, “As for Sarah your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall 
be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 
she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”          
 
(Isaiah 62) -    For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch.  
The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called 
by a new name   that the mouth of the LORD will give.  
 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand 
of your God.  

 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights 
in you, and your land shall be married.  For as a young man marries a young woman, so 
shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your 
God rejoice over you.  

   Keep watch; when the body is asleep nature takes control of us, and what is done is not 
done by our will but by force, by the impulse of nature. When deep listlessness takes 
possession of the soul, for example, faint-heartedness or melancholy, the enemy 
overpowers it and makes it do what it does not will. The force of nature, the enemy of the 
soul, is in control. 

   When the Lord commanded us to be vigilant, he meant vigilance in both parts of man: in 
the body, against the tendency to sleep; in the soul, against lethargy and timidity. As 
Scripture says: Wake up, you just, and I have risen, and am still with you; and again, Do not lose heart. 
Therefore, having this ministry, we do not lose heart. 
 

Friday  16, 17        !        22 
   
Isa. 3:8-15 -  For now the Sovereign, the LORD of hosts, is taking away from Jerusalem 
and from Judah support and staff— all support of bread, and all support of water—  warrior 
and soldier, judge and prophet, diviner and elder,  
 captain of fifty and dignitary, counselor and skillful magician and expert enchanter.  
 And I will make boys their princes, and babes shall rule over them.  
 The people will be oppressed, everyone by another and everyone by a neighbor; the youth 
will be insolent to the elder, and the base to the honorable.    

    Someone will even seize a relative, a member of the clan, saying, “You have a cloak; you 
shall be our leader, and this heap of ruins shall be under your rule.”  

 But the other will cry out on that day, saying, “I will not be a healer; in my house there is 
neither bread nor cloak; you shall not make me leader of the people.” 

For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen, because their speech and their deeds are 
against the LORD, defying his glorious presence.    

    The look on their faces bears witness against them; they proclaim their sin like Sodom, 
they do not hide it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves.  
 Tell the innocent how fortunate they are, for they shall eat the fruit of their labors.  
 Woe to the guilty! How unfortunate they are, for what their hands have done shall be done 
to them.  

 My people—children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, your 
leaders mislead you, and confuse the course of your paths.    

    The LORD rises to argue his case; he stands to judge the peoples.  

 The LORD enters into judgment with the elders and princes of his people: It is you who 
have devoured the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses.  

 What do you mean by crushing my people, by grinding the face of the poor? says the Lord 
GOD of hosts.            
 
(Amos 5:1-17) -   Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of Israel: 
Fallen, no more to rise, is maiden Israel; forsaken on her land, with no one to raise her 
up.    

    For thus says the Lord GOD: The city that marched out a thousand   shall have a 
hundred left, and that which marched out a hundred   shall have ten left.    

    For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel: Seek me and live;   but do not seek 
Bethel, and do not enter into Gilgal   or cross over to Beer-sheba; for Gilgal shall surely go 
into exile, and Bethel shall come to nothing.  Seek the LORD and live, or he will break out 
against the house of Joseph like fire, and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.  

 Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground!    

    The one who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, 
and darkens the day into night, who calls for the waters of the sea, and pours them out on 
the surface of the earth, the LORD is his name,  who makes destruction flash out against 
the strong, so that destruction comes upon the fortress.    

    They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
Therefore because you trample on the poor   and take from them levies of grain, you have 
built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant 
vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine.  

 For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins—  you who 
afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate.  

 Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time.    



    Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be 
with you, just as you have said.  Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it 
may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.    

    Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord: In all the squares there shall 
be wailing; and in all the streets they shall say, “Alas! alas!” They shall call the farmers to 
mourning, and those skilled in lamentation, to wailing;  in all the vineyards there shall be 
wailing, for I will pass through the midst of you, says the LORD.   
 
1 Thess. 4:1-12 -   Finally, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus that, 
as you learned from us how you ought to live and to please God (as, in fact, you are doing), 
you should do so more and more. For you know what instructions we gave you through the 
Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from 
fornication; that each one of you know how to control your own body in holiness and 
honor, not with lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one wrong 
or exploit a brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these 
things, just as we have already told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God did 
not call us to impurity but in holiness. Therefore whoever rejects this rejects not human 
authority but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you.  

  Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to 
you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another; and indeed you do 
love all the brothers and sisters throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do so 
more and more, to aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to work with your 
hands, as we directed you, so that you may behave properly toward outsiders and be 
dependent on no one.          
 
Luke 20:41-21:4 -    Then he said to them, “How can they say that the Messiah is David’s 
son? For David himself says in the book of Psalms, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my 
right hand,  until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’ David thus calls him Lord; so how 
can he be his son?”  

  In the hearing of all the people he said to the disciples, “Beware of the scribes, who like to 
walk around in long robes, and love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to 
have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets. They devour widows’ 
houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater 
condemnation.”  
  He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor 
widow put in two small copper coins. He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all of them; for all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but she out 
of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.”  

 
From the Proslogion by Saint Anselm, bishop (ca. 1033–1109) 

 
   Insignificant man, escape from your everyday business for a short while, hide for a 
moment from your restless thoughts. Break off from your cares and troubles and be less 
concerned about your tasks and labors. Make a little time for God and rest a while in him. 
     Enter into your mind's inner chamber. Shut out everything but God and whatever helps 
you to seek him; and when you have shut the door, look for him. Speak now to God and say 
with your whole heart: I seek your face; your face, Lord, I desire.       Lord, my God, teach my heart 
where and how to seek you, where and how to find you. Lord, if you are not here where 
shall I look for you in your absence? Yet if you are everywhere, why do I not see you when 
you are present? But surely you dwell in "light inaccessible." And where is light 
inaccessible? How shall I approach light inaccessible? Or who will lead me and bring me 
into it that I may see you there? And then, by what signs and under what forms shall I seek 
you? I have never seen you, Lord my God; I do not know your face.       Lord most high, 
what shall this exile do, so far from you? What shall your servant do, tormented by love of 
you and cast so far from your face? He yearns to see you, and your face is too far from him. 
He desires to approach you, and your dwelling is unapproachable. he longs to find you, 
and does not know your dwelling place. He strives to look for you, and does not know your 
face.       Lord, you are my God and you are my Lord, and I have never seen you. You have 
made me and remade me, and you have given me all the good things I possess and still I do 

    Although the state of infancy, which the majesty of the Son of God did not disdain to 
assume, developed with the passage of time into the maturity of manhood, and although 
after the triumph of the passion and the resurrection all his lowly acts undertaken on our 
behalf belong to the past, nevertheless today’s feast of Christmas renews for us the sacred 
beginning of Jesus’s life, his birth from the Virgin Mary. In the very act in which we are 
reverencing the birth of our Savior, we are also celebrating our own new birth. For the 
birth of Christ is the origin of the Christian people; and the birthday of the head is also the 
birthday of the body. 

   Though each and every individual occupies a definite place in this body to which he has 
been called, and though all the progeny of the church is differentiated and marked with the 
passage of time, nevertheless as the whole community of the faithful, once begotten in the 
baptismal font, was crucified with Christ in the passion, raised up with him in the 
resurrection and at the ascension placed at the right hand of the Father, so too it is born 
with him in this Nativity, which we are celebrating today. 

   For every believer regenerated in Christ, no matter in what part of the whole world he 
may be, breaks with that ancient way of life that derives from original sin, and by rebirth is 
transformed into a new man. Henceforth he is reckoned to be of the stock, not of his 
earthly father, but of Christ, who became Son of Man precisely that men could become 
sons of God; for unless in humility he had come down to us, none of us by our own merits 
could ever go up to him. 

   Therefore the greatness of the gift which he has bestowed o us demands an appreciation 
proportioned to its excellence; for blessed Paul the Apostle truly teaches: We have received not 
the spirit of this world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
The only way that he can be worthily honored by us is by the presentation to him of that 
which he has already given to us. 

   But what can we find in the treasure of the Lord’s bounty more in keeping with the glory 
of this feast than that peace which was first announced by the angelic choir on the day of his 
birth? For that peace, from which the sons of God spring, sustains love and mothers unity; 
it refreshes the blessed and shelters eternity; its characteristic function and special blessing 
is to join to God those whom it separates from this world. 

   Therefore, may those who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God, offer to the Father their harmony as sons united in peace; and may all those whom he 
has adopted as his members meet in the firstborn of the new creation who came not to do 
him own will but the will of the one who sent him; for the grace of the Father has adopted 
as heirs neither the contentious nor the dissident, but those who are one in thought and 
love. The hearts and minds of those who have been reformed according to one and the 
same image should be in harmony with one another. 

   The birthday of the Lord is the birthday of peace, as Paul the Apostle says: For he is our peace, 
who has made us both one; for whether we be Jew or Gentile, through him we have access in one Spirit to the 
Father. 
 

Eve of Holy Name         ——          !        90 
  
Isa. 65:15b-25 - to his servants he will give a different name.  
 Then whoever invokes a blessing in the land   shall bless by the God of faithfulness,  and 
whoever takes an oath in the land   shall swear by the God of faithfulness;  because the 
former troubles are forgotten   and are hidden from my sight.    

    For I am about to create new heavens   and a new earth;  the former things shall not be 
remembered   or come to mind.  

 But be glad and rejoice forever   in what I am creating;  for I am about to create Jerusalem 
as a joy,   and its people as a delight.  

 I will rejoice in Jerusalem,   and delight in my people;  no more shall the sound of weeping 
be heard in it,   or the cry of distress.  
 No more shall there be in it   an infant that lives but a few days,   or an old person who 
does not live out a lifetime;  for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,   
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.  

 They shall build houses and inhabit them;   they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  



 For he has brought low the inhabitants of the height; the lofty city he lays low. He lays it 
low to the ground, casts it to the dust.  

 The foot tramples it, the feet of the poor, the steps of the needy.    

    The way of the righteous is level; O Just One, you make smooth the path of the 
righteous.  

 In the path of your judgments, O LORD, we wait for you; your name and your renown are 
the soul’s desire.  
 My soul yearns for you in the night, my spirit within me earnestly seeks you. For when 
your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.          
 
(1 Kings 3:5-14) - At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and 
God said, “Ask what I should give you.”  And Solomon said, “You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, 
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.  And now, O 
LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I 
am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.  And your servant is in the 
midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be 
numbered or counted.  Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”  
  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do 
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has 
been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.  I give you also what you have not 
asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you.  If you 
will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 
walked, then I will lengthen your life.” 
 
2 Cor. 5:16—6:2 -   From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God 
is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.  
   As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 
For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have 
helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!         
 
John 8:12-19 -   Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” Then the Pharisees 
said to him, “You are testifying on your own behalf; your testimony is not valid.” Jesus 
answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid because I know where I 
have come from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I 
am going. You judge by human standards; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In your 
law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. I testify on my own behalf, and 
the Father who sent me testifies on my behalf.” Then they said to him, “Where is your 
Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you 
would know my Father also.”  
 

From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope (d. 461) 
 

The birthday of the Lord is the birthday of peace! 
 

not know you. I was made in order to see you, and I have not yet done that for which I was 
made.       Lord, how long will it be? How long, Lord, will you forget us? How long will 
you turn your face away from us? When will you look upon us and hear us? When will you 
enlighten our eyes and show us your face? When will you give yourself back to us?       Look 
upon us, Lord, hear us and enlighten us, show us your very self. Restore yourself to us that 
it may go well with us whose life is so evil without you. Take pity on our efforts and our 
striving toward you, for we have no strength apart form you.       Teach me to seek you, and 
when I seek you show yourself to me, for I cannot seek you unless you teach me, nor can I 
find you unless you show yourself to me. Let me seek you in desiring you and desire you in 
seeking you, find you in loving you and love you in finding you. 
 
Saturday   20, 21:1-7(8-14)        !        110:1-5(6-7), 116, 117 
  
Isa. 4:2-6 -   On that day the branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious, and the 
fruit of the land shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. Whoever is left in 
Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded for life 
in Jerusalem, once the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and 
cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit 
of burning. Then the LORD will create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over its 
places of assembly a cloud by day and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. 
Indeed over all the glory there will be a canopy. It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day 
from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain.          
 
(Amos 5:18-27) -    Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day 
of the LORD? It is darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a 
bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake.  

 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? I hate, 
I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  

 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals   I will not look upon. Take away 
from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  

 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.  

  Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings the forty years in the wilderness, O house of 
Israel? You shall take up Sakkuth your king, and Kaiwan your star-god, your images, which 
you made for yourselves; therefore I will take you into exile beyond Damascus, says the 
LORD, whose name is the God of hosts. 
 
1 Thess. 4:13-18 -   But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him 
those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have 
died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the 
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words.          
 
Luke 21:5-19 -   When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things that you see, the 
days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”  

  They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to 
take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my 
name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.  

  “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take 
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in 
various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs 
from heaven.  



  “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over 
to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of 
my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to 
prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated 
by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you 
will gain your souls.  
 
From a treatise On the Value of Patience by Saint Cyprian, bishop and martyr (d. 258) 

 
   Patience is a precept for salvation given us by our Lord our teacher: Whoever endures to 
the end will be saved. And again: If you persevere in my word, you will truly be my 
disciples; you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

 Dear brethren, we must endure and persevere if we are to attain the truth and freedom we 
have been allowed to hope for; faith and hope are the very meaning of our being 
Christians, but if faith and hope are to bear their fruit, patience is necessary. 

   We do not seek glory now, in the present, but we look for future glory, as Saint Paul 
instructs us when he says: By hope we were saved. Now hope which is seen is not hope; how 
can a man hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it in 
patience. Patient waiting is necessary if we are to be perfected in what we have begun to be, 
and if we are to receive from God what we hope for and believe. 

   In another place the same Apostle instructs and teaches the just, and those active in good 
works, and those who store up for themselves treasures in heaven through the reward God 
gives them. They are to be patient also, for he says: Therefore while we have time, let us do 
good to all, but especially to those who are of the household of the faith. But let us not 
grow weary in doing good, for we shall reap our reward in due season. 

   Paul warns us not to grow weary in good works through impatience, not to be distracted 
or overcome by temptations and so give up in the midst of our pilgrimage of praise and 
glory, and allow our past good deeds to count for nothing because what was begun falls 
short of completion. 

    Finally the Apostle, speaking of charity, unites it with endurance and patience. Charity, 
he says, is always patient and kind; it is not jealous, is not boastful, is not given to anger, 
does not think evil, loves all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
He shows that charity can be steadfast and persevering because it has learned how to endure 
all things. 

   And in another place he says: Bear with one another lovingly, striving to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. He shows that neither unity nor peace can be maintained 
unless the brethren cherish each other with mutual forbearance and preserve the bond of 
harmony by means of patience. 
 

Week of 2 Advent  

 

Sunday  148, 149, 150        !        114, 115 
  
Isa. 5:1-7 -     Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My 
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.  

 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower 
in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes.    

    And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard.  What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I 
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?    

    And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall 
be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  

 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers 
and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.    

had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they said to him, 
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law 
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They said this to test 
him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote 
with his finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and 
said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they 
went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn 
you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.”]  
 

From the treatise On the Refutation of All Heresies by Saint Hippolytus, priest 
 
   Our faith is not founded upon empty words; nor are we carried away by mere caprice or 
beguiled by specious arguments. On the contrary, we put our faith in words spoken by the 
power of God, spoken by the Word himself at God’s command. God wished to win men 
back from disobedience, not by using force to reduce him to slavery but by addressing to 
his free will a call to liberty.  

   The Word spoke first of all through the prophets, but because the message was couched in 
such obscure language that it could be only dimly apprehended, in the last days the Father 
sent the Word in person, commanding him to show himself openly so that the world could 
see him and be saved.  

   We know that by taking a body from the Virgin he re-fashioned our fallen nature. We 
know that his manhood was of the same clay as our own; if this were not so, he would 
hardly have been a teacher who could expect to be imitated. If he were of a different 
substance from me, he would surely not have ordered me to do as he did, when by my very 
nature I am so weak. Such a demand could not be reconciled with his goodness and justice.  

   No. He wanted us to consider him as no different from ourselves, and so he worked, he 
was hungry and thirsty, he slept. Without protest he endured his passion, he submitted to 
death and revealed his resurrection. In all these ways he offered his own manhood as the 
first fruits of our race to keep us from losing heart when suffering comes our way, and to 
make us look forward to receiving the same reward as he did, since we know that we possess 
the same humanity.  
   When we have come to know the true God, both our bodies and our souls will be 
immortal and incorruptible. We shall enter the kingdom of heaven, because while we lived 
on earth we acknowledged heaven’s King. Friends of God and co-heirs with Christ, we 
shall be subject to no evil desires or inclinations, or to any affliction of body or soul, for we 
shall have become divine.  

   Whatever evil you may have suffered, being man, it is God that sent it to you, precisely 
because you are man; but equally, when you have been deified, God has promised you a 
share in every one of his own attributes.  The saying Know yourself means therefore that we 
should recognize and acknowledge in ourselves the God who made us in his own image, for 
if we do this, we in turn will be recognized and acknowledged by our Maker.  
   So let us not be at enmity with ourselves, but change our way of life without delay. For 
Christ who is God, exalted above all creation, has taken away man’s sin and has re-fashioned our 
fallen nature. In the beginning God made man in his image and so gave proof of his love 
for us. If we obey his holy commands and learn to imitate his goodness, we shall be like 
him and he will honor us. God is not beggarly, and for the sake of his own glory he has 
given us a share in his divinity. 
 

Dec. 31  46, 48        !        —— 
  
Isa. 26:1-9 -     On that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong 
city; he sets up victory like walls and bulwarks.  

 Open the gates, so that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in.  
 Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace— in peace because they trust in you.  
 Trust in the LORD forever, for in the LORD GOD you have an everlasting rock.  



Dec. 30   20, 21:1-7(8-14)        !        23, 27 
  
Isa. 25:1-9 -     O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you 
have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.  
 For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no 
more, it will never be rebuilt.  

 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.  
 For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter 
from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a 
winter rainstorm,  

 the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
the song of the ruthless was stilled.    

    On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 
feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.  

 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that 
is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.  
 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people 
he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.  

 It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might 
save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.         
 
(1 Kings 17:17-24) -   After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became 
ill; his illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him.  She then said to Elijah, 
“What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!”  But he said to her, “Give me your son.” 
He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber where he was 
lodging, and laid him on his own bed.  He cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, 
have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I am staying, by killing her 
son?”  Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried out to the LORD, 
“O LORD my God, let this child’s life come into him again.”  The LORD listened to the 
voice of Elijah; the life of the child came into him again, and he revived.  Elijah took the 
child, brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his 
mother; then Elijah said, “See, your son is alive.”  So the woman said to Elijah, “Now I 
know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.” 
 
Rev. 1:9-20 -  I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and the 
kingdom and the patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind 
me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write in a book what you see and send it to the 
seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to 
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”  
  Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and on turning I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands I saw one like the Son of Man, 
clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash across his chest. His head and his hair were 
white as white wool, white as snow; his eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like 
burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of many waters. 
In his right hand he held seven stars, and from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged sword, 
and his face was like the sun shining with full force.  
  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right hand on me, 
saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living one. I was dead, and 
see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of Death and of Hades. Now write what 
you have seen, what is, and what is to take place after this. As for the mystery of the seven 
stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are 
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.      
 
John 7:53—8:11 -   [Then each of them went home, while Jesus went to the Mount of 
Olives. Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him and 
he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who 

    For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are 
his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a 
cry!          
 
(Amos 6:1-14) -    Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on 
Mount Samaria, the notables of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel 
resorts!  

 Cross over to Calneh, and see; from there go to Hamath the great; then go down to Gath 
of the Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms? Or is your territory greater than 
their territory,  
 O you that put far away the evil day, and bring near a reign of violence?    

    Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from 
the flock, and calves from the stall;  who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like 
David improvise on instruments of music;  who drink wine from bowls, and anoint 
themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!  

 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the loungers shall 
pass away.    

    The Lord GOD has sworn by himself  (says the LORD, the God of hosts): I abhor the 
pride of Jacob   and hate his strongholds; and I will deliver up the city and all that is in it.  

  If ten people remain in one house, they shall die. And if a relative, one who burns the 
dead, shall take up the body to bring it out of the house, and shall say to someone in the 
innermost parts of the house, “Is anyone else with you?” the answer will come, “No.” Then 
the relative shall say, “Hush! We must not mention the name of the LORD.”    

    See, the LORD commands, and the great house shall be shattered to bits, and the little 
house to pieces.  

 Do horses run on rocks? Does one plow the sea with oxen? But you have turned justice 
into poison   and the fruit of righteousness into wormwood—  you who rejoice in Lo-
debar, who say, “Have we not by our own strength   taken Karnaim for ourselves?”  

 Indeed, I am raising up against you a nation, O house of Israel, says the LORD, the God 
of hosts, and they shall oppress you from Lebo-hamath   to the Wadi Arabah.   
 
2 Pet. 3:11-18 -   Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons 
ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, 
and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.  

  Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also 
our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, speaking of this 
as he does in all his letters. There are some things in them hard to understand, which the 
ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures. You 
therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away with the 
error of the lawless and lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 
Amen.          
 
Luke 7:28-35 - I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; yet the 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” (And all the people who heard this, 
including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, because they had been 
baptized with John’s baptism. But by refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the 
lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves.)  
   “To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? They 
are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute 
for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.’  

For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has 
a demon’; the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and 
a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by 
all her children.”  
 



From a commentary on Isaiah by Eusebius of Caesarea, bishop (ca. 263-339) 
 
   "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight the 
paths of our God." The prophecy makes clear that it is to be fulfilled, not in Jerusalem but 
in the wilderness: it is there that the glory of the Lord is to appear, and God’s salvation is 
to be made known to all mankind. 

   It was in the wilderness that God’s saving presence was proclaimed by John the Baptist, 
and there that God’s salvation was seen. The words of this prophecy were fulfilled when 
Christ and his glory were made manifest to all: after his baptism the heavens opened, and 
the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove rested on him, and the Father’s voice was heard, 
bearing witness to the Son: "This is my beloved Son, listen to him." 

   The prophecy meant that God was to come to a deserted place, inaccessible from the 
beginning. None of the pagans had any knowledge of God, since his holy servants and 
prophets were kept from approaching them. The voice commands that a way be prepared 
for the Word of God: the rough and trackless ground is to be made level, so that our God 
may find a highway when he comes. "Prepare the way of the Lord": the way is the preaching 
of the Gospel, the new message of consolation, ready to bring to all mankind the knowledge 
of God’s saving power. 

   "Climb on a high mountain, bearer of good news to Zion. Lift up your voice in strength, 
bearer of good news to Jerusalem." These words harmonise very well with the meaning of 
what has gone before. They refer opportunely to the evangelists and proclaim the coming 
of God to men, after speaking of the voice crying in the wilderness. Mention of the 
evangelists suitably follows the prophecy on John the Baptist. 

   What does Zion mean if not the city previously called Jerusalem? This is the mountain 
referred to in that passage from Scripture: Here is mount Zion, where you dwelt. The 
Apostle says: You have come to mount Zion. Does not this refer to the company of the 
apostles, chosen from the former people of the circumcision? 

   This is the Zion, the Jerusalem, that received God’s salvation. It stands aloft on the 
mountain of God, that is, it is raised high on the only-begotten Word of God. It is 
commanded to climb the high mountain and announce the word of salvation. Who is the 
bearer of the good news but the company of the evangelists? What does it mean to bear the 
good news but to preach to all nations, but first of all to the cities of Judah, the coming of 
Christ on earth? 
 

Monday 25        !        9, 15 
  
Isa. 5:8-12, 18-23 -   Ah, you who join house to house, who add field to field, until there 
is room for no one but you, and you are left to live alone in the midst of the land!  
 The LORD of hosts has sworn in my hearing: Surely many houses shall be desolate, large 
and beautiful houses, without inhabitant.  For ten acres of vineyard shall yield but one 
bath, and a homer of seed shall yield a mere ephah.    

    Ah, you who rise early in the morning in pursuit of strong drink, who linger in the 
evening to be inflamed by wine,  whose feasts consist of lyre and harp, tambourine and 
flute and wine, but who do not regard the deeds of the LORD, or see the work of his 
hands!  
    Ah, you who drag iniquity along with cords of falsehood, who drag sin along as with cart 
ropes,  who say, “Let him make haste, let him speed his work that we may see it; let the plan 
of the Holy One of Israel hasten to fulfillment, that we may know it!”  
 Ah, you who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 
who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!  

 Ah, you who are wise in your own eyes, and shrewd in your own sight!  
 Ah, you who are heroes in drinking wine and valiant at mixing drink,  
 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, and deprive the innocent of their rights!         
 
(Amos 7:1-9) -   This is what the Lord GOD showed me: he was forming locusts at the time 
the latter growth began to sprout (it was the latter growth after the king’s mowings). When 
they had finished eating the grass of the land, I said, “O Lord GOD, forgive, I beg you! 
How can Jacob stand? He is so small!”  

 The LORD relented concerning this; “It shall not be,” said the LORD.  

John 7:37-52 -   On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing 
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in 
me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 
water.’” Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet 
there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
  When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the prophet.” 
Others said, “This is the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely the Messiah does not come 
from Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture said that the Messiah is descended from David 
and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” So there was a division in the 
crowd because of him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.  

  Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, 
“Why did you not arrest him?” The police answered, “Never has anyone spoken like this!” 
Then the Pharisees replied, “Surely you have not been deceived too, have you? Has any one 
of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, which does not know 
the law—they are accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one of 
them, asked, “Our law does not judge people without first giving them a hearing to find out 
what they are doing, does it?” They replied, “Surely you are not also from Galilee, are you? 
Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.”  
 

From a sermon by Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, abbot (1090-1153) 
 
   Thanks be to God, through whom we receive such abundant consolation in this 
pilgrimage, this exile, this distress. 

   Before his humanity appeared, his kindness lay concealed. Of course it was already in 
existence, because the mercy of the Lord is from eternity, but how could men know it was 
so great? It was promised but not yet experienced: hence many did not believe in it. At 
various times and in various different ways, God spoke through the prophets, saying I know the plans I have in mind 
for you: plans for peace, not disaster. 

   What reply did man make, man who felt the affliction, and knew nothing of peace? How 
long will you keep saying Peace, peace when there is no peace? And so the angels of peace weep bitterly 
saying Lord, who has believed our report? 

   But now at last let men believe their own eyes, because all God’s promises are to be trusted. So 
that it cannot escape the notice of even troubled eyes, He has set up his tabernacle in the sun. 
Behold, peace is no longer promised, but conferred; no longer delayed, but given; no 
longer predicted, but bestowed. Behold, God has sent down to earth a bag bulging with his 
mercy, a bag that, at the passion, is torn open so that our ransom pours out of it onto us. A 
small bag, perhaps, but a full one: for it was a small child that was given to us, but in him 
dwells all the fulness of the Godhead. 

   After the fulness of time had come, there came too the fulness of the Godhead.  He came 
in the flesh, so that at least he might make himself manifest to our earthly minds, so that 
when this humanity of his appeared, his kindness might also be acknowledged. Where the 
humanity of God appears, his kindness can no longer be hidden. In what way, indeed, 
could he have better commended his kindness than by assuming my flesh? My flesh, that is, 
not Adam’s, as it was before the fall.  

   What greater proof could he have given of his mercy than by taking upon himself that very 
thing which needed mercy? Where is there such perfect loving-kindness as in the fact that 
for our sake the Word of God became perishable like the grass? Lord, what is man, that you make 
much of him or pay him any heed? 

   Let man infer from this how much God cares for him. Let him know from this what God 
thinks of him, what he feels about him. Man, do not ask about your own sufferings; but 
about what God suffered. Learn from what he was made for you, how much he makes of 
you, so that his kindness may show itself to you from his humanity.  
   The lesser he has made himself in his humanity, the greater has he shown himself in 
kindness. The more he humbles himself on my account, the more powerfully he engages 
my love. The kindness and humanity of God our Saviour appeared says St Paul. The humanity of God 
shows the greatness of his kindness, and he who added humanity to the name of God gave 
great proof of this kindness. 
 



teach us how to meditate in peace and quiet, to reflect on the deeply spiritual, and to be 
open to the voice of God’s inner wisdom and the counsel of his true teachers. Nazareth can 
teach us the value of study and preparation, of meditation, of a well-ordered personal 
spiritual life, and of silent prayer that is known only to God. 

   Second, we learn about family life. May Nazareth serve as a model of what the family 
should be. May it show us the family’s holy and enduring character and exemplify its basic 
function in society: a community of love and sharing, beautiful for the problems it poses 
and the rewards it brings, in sum, the perfect setting for rearing children—and for this 
there is no substitute.  
   Finally, in Nazareth, the home of a craftsman’s son, we learn about work and the 
discipline it entails. I would especially like to recognise its value—demanding yet 
redeeming—and to give it proper respect. I would remind everyone that work has its own 
dignity. On the other hand, it is not an end in itself. Its value and free character, however, 
derive not only from its place in the economic system, as they say, but rather from the 
purpose it serves.  

   In closing, may I express my deep regard for people everywhere who work for a living. To 
them I would point out their great model, Christ their brother, our Lord and God, who is 
their prophet in every cause that promotes their well being. 
 

Dec. 29  18:1-20        !        18:21-50 
  
Isa. 12:1-6 -     You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you 
were angry with me, your anger turned away, and you comforted me.    

    Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the LORD GOD is my 
strength and my might; he has become my salvation.  

   With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: Give 
thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim 
that his name is exalted.    

    Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth.  

 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 
Israel.            
 
(2 Samuel 23:13-17) -   Towards the beginning of harvest three of the thirty chiefs went 
down to join David at the cave of Adullam, while a band of Philistines was encamped in the 
valley of Rephaim.  David was then in the stronghold; and the garrison of the Philistines 
was then at Bethlehem.  David said longingly, “O that someone would give me water to 
drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate!”  Then the three warriors broke 
through the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of Bethlehem that was by the 
gate, and brought it to David. But he would not drink of it; he poured it out to the LORD, 
for he said, “The LORD forbid that I should do this. Can I drink the blood of the men 
who went at the risk of their lives?” Therefore he would not drink it.  
 
Rev. 1:1-8 -   The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what 
must soon take place; he made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who 
testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.  
  Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear and who keep what is written in it; for the time is near.  
  John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth.  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to 
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen.  
 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.  

  “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty.         
 

  This is what the Lord GOD showed me: the Lord GOD was calling for a shower of fire, 
and it devoured the great deep and was eating up the land. Then I said, “O Lord GOD, 
cease, I beg you! How can Jacob stand? He is so small!”  

 The LORD relented concerning this; “This also shall not be,” said the Lord GOD.  
   This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, 
with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I 
said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line   in the midst of 
my people Israel; I will never again pass them by;  the high places of Isaac shall be made 
desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of 
Jeroboam with the sword.” 
 
1 Thess. 5:1-11 -   Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
not need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” 
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant 
woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not 
of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at 
night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but 
for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we 
are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up 
each other, as indeed you are doing.          
 
Luke 21:20-28 -   “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its 
desolation has come near. Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those 
inside the city must leave it, and those out in the country must not enter it; for these are 
days of vengeance, as a fulfillment of all that is written. Woe to those who are pregnant and 
to those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress on the earth 
and wrath against this people; they will fall by the edge of the sword and be taken away as 
captives among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  
  “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now 
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”  
 
From a treatise on The Ascent of Mount Carmel, by Saint John of the Cross, priest 
(1542-1591) 
 
The principal reason why the Old Law permitted us to ask questions of God, and why 
prophets and priests had to seek visions and revelations of God, was because at that time 
faith had no firm foundation and the law of the Gospel was not yet established; and thus it 
was necessary that men should enquire of God and that he should speak, whether by words 
or by visions and revelations or whether by figures and images or by many other ways of 
expressing His meaning. For all that he answered and revealed belonged to the mysteries of 
our faith and things touching it or leading to it. But now that the faith is founded in 
Christ, now that in this era of grace the law of the Gospel has been made manifest, there is 
no reason to enquire of God in that manner nor for him to speak to us or answer us as he 
did then. For, in giving us, as he did, his Son, who is his one and only Word, he spoke to 
us once and for all, in this single Word, and he has no occasion to speak further. And this 
is the meaning of that passage with which the Letter to the Hebrews begins, trying to 
persuade the Hebrews that they should abandon those first ways of dealing and 
communicating with God which are in the law of Moses, and should set their eyes on 
Christ alone: At various times in the past and in various different ways, God spoke to our 
ancestors through the prophets; but in our own time, in the last days, he has spoken to us 



through his Son. That is, God has said so much about so many things through his Word 
that nothing more is needed, since that which he revealed partially in the past through the 
prophets, he has now revealed completely by giving us the All, which is his Son. Therefore 
if someone were now to ask questions of God or seek any vision or revelation, he would not 
only be acting foolishly but would be committing an offence against God – for he should set 
his eyes altogether upon Christ and seek nothing beyond Christ. God might answer him 
after this manner, saying: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; listen to 
him. I have spoken all things to you in my Word. Set your eyes on him alone, for in him I 
have spoken and revealed to thee all things, and in him you shall find more than you ask 
for, even more than you want. “I descended upon him with my Spirit on Mount Tabor and 
said ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; listen to him.’ You have no 
reason to ask for new teaching or new answers from me because if I spoke to you in the past 
then it was to promise Christ. If people asked questions of me in the past then their 
questions were really a desire of Christ and a hope for his coming. For in him they were to 
find all good things, as has now been revealed in the teaching of the Evangelists and the 
Apostles.” 

 

Tuesday  26,  28        !        36, 39 
  
Isa. 5:13-17, 24-25 -  Therefore my people go into exile without knowledge; their nobles 
are dying of hunger, and their multitude is parched with thirst.    

    Therefore Sheol has enlarged its appetite and opened its mouth beyond measure; the 
nobility of Jerusalem and her multitude go down, her throng and all who exult in her.  

 People are bowed down, everyone is brought low, and the eyes of the haughty are 
humbled.  But the LORD of hosts is exalted by justice, and the Holy God shows himself 
holy by righteousness.  Then the lambs shall graze as in their pasture, fatlings and kids shall 
feed among the ruins.    Therefore, as the tongue of fire devours the stubble, and as dry 
grass sinks down in the flame, so their root will become rotten, and their blossom go up 
like dust; for they have rejected the instruction of the LORD of hosts, and have despised 
the word of the Holy One of Israel.    

    Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against his people, and he stretched out 
his hand against them and struck them; the mountains quaked, and their corpses were like 
refuse in the streets. For all this his anger has not turned away, and his hand is stretched 
out still.           
 
(Amos 7:10-17) -   Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land 
is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
and Israel must go into exile   away from his land.’”  

And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread 
there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, 
and it is a temple of the kingdom.”  

  Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took me from following the 
flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’  
 “Now therefore hear the word of the LORD. You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, and 
do not preach against the house of Isaac.’  

 Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city, and your 
sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, and your land shall be parceled out by line; 
you yourself shall die in an unclean land, and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its 
land.’”   
 
1 Thess. 5:12-28 -   But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor 
among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly 
in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you, beloved, to 
admonish the idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with all of 
them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another 
and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh; 
and the child was young.  Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli.  
And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here 
in your presence, praying to the LORD.  For this child I prayed; and the LORD has 
granted me the petition that I made to him.  Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; as 
long as he lives, he is given to the LORD.”   She left him there for the LORD. 
 
Heb. 2:10-18 -    It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, “I 
will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you.”  

And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I and the children whom 
God has given me.”  

  Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is 
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he 
had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins 
of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those 
who are being tested.          
 
Matt. 1:18-25 -    Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet:  
 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until 
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 

An address given at Nazareth by Pope Paul VI (1964) 
 
   Nazareth is a kind of school where we may begin to discover what Christ’s life was like and 
even to understand his Gospel. Here we can observe and ponder the simple appeal of the 
way God’s Son came to be known, profound yet full of hidden meaning. And gradually we 
may even learn to imitate him. 

   Here we can learn to realise who Christ really is. And here we can sense and take account 
of the conditions and circumstances that surrounded and affected his life on earth: the 
places, the tenor of the times, the culture, the language, religious customs, in brief, 
everything which Jesus used to make himself known to the world. Here everything speaks to 
us, everything has meaning. Here we can learn the importance of spiritual discipline for all 
who wish to follow Christ and to live by the teachings of his Gospel.  

   How I would like to return to my childhood and attend the simple yet profound school 
that is Nazareth! How wonderful to be close to Mary, learning again the lesson of the true 
meaning of life, learning again God’s truths. But here we are only on pilgrimage. Time 
presses and I must set aside my desire to stay and carry on my education in the Gospel, for 
that education is never finished. But I cannot leave without recalling, briefly and in 
passing; some thoughts I take with me from Nazareth. 

   First, we learn from its silence. If only we could once again appreciate its great value. We 
need this wonderful state of mind, beset as we are by the cacophony of strident protests and 
conflicting claims so characteristic of these turbulent times. The silence of Nazareth should 



   The children die for Christ, though they do not know it. The parents mourn for the 
death of martyrs. The child makes of those as yet unable to speak fit witnesses to himself. 
See the kind of kingdom that is his, coming as he did in order to be this kind of king. See 
how the deliverer is already working deliverance, the saviour already working salvation.  

   But you, Herod, do not know this and are disturbed and furious. While you vent your 
fury against the child, you are already paying him homage, and do not know it.  
   How great a gift of grace is here! To what merits of their own do the children owe this 
kind of victory? They cannot speak, yet they bear witness to Christ. They cannot use their 
limbs to engage in battle, yet already they bear off the palm of victory. 
 

First Sunday after Christmas         93, 96        !        34 
  
Isa. 62:6-7,10-12 -  Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all 
night they shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest,  

 and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the 
earth.  

    Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the 
highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.  
 The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, “See, your 
salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.”  

 They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD”; and you shall be 
called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.”            
 
(1 Samuel 1:1-2, 7b-28) -   There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill 
country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu 
son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.  He had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the 
name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.  

Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat.  Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, 
why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than 
ten sons?”  

  After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the 
LORD. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the 
LORD.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, and wept bitterly.  She made 
this vow: “O LORD of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and 
remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then 
I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine 
nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.”  

  As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought 
she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of 
yourself? Put away your wine.”  But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply 
troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul 
before the LORD.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been 
speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, “Let your 
servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with 
her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer.  
  They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they went back to 
their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered her.  In 
due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I have 
asked him of the LORD.”  

  The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice, 
and to pay his vow.  But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon as 
the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of the LORD, and 
remain there forever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.”  Her husband Elkanah said 
to her, “Do what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned him; only—may the LORD 
establish his word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him.  
When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an 

the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words 
of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.  

  May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you 
is faithful, and he will do this.  

  Beloved, pray for us.  
  Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. I solemnly command you by the Lord 
that this letter be read to all of them.  
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.          
 
Luke 21:29-38 -   Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

  “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will 
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the 
Son of Man.”  
  Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would go out and spend the night 
on the Mount of Olives, as it was called. And all the people would get up early in the 
morning to listen to him in the temple.  
 
From the dogmatic constitution on the Church of the Second Vatican Council “Lumen 

gentium” (1962-1965) 
 

The eschatological character of the pilgrim Church 
 
   The Church, to which we are all called in Christ Jesus and in which we acquire holiness 
through the grace of God, will reach its perfection only in the glory of heaven, when the 
time comes for the renewal of all things, and the whole world, which is intimately bound 
up with man and reaches its perfection through him, will, along with the human race, be 
perfectly restored in Christ. 

   Lifted above the earth, Christ drew all things to himself. Rising from the dead, he sent 
his life-giving Spirit upon his disciples, and through the Spirit established his Body, which 
is the Church, as the universal sacrament of salvation. Seated at the right hand of the 
Father, he works unceasingly in the world, to draw men into the Church and through it to 
join them more closely to himself, nourishing them with his own body and blood, and so 
making them share in his life of glory. 

   The promised renewal that we look for has already begun in Christ. It is continued in the 
mission of the Holy Spirit. Through the Spirit it goes on developing in the Church: there 
we are taught by faith about the meaning also of our life on earth as we bring to fulfilment – 
with hope in the blessings that are to come – the work that has been entrusted to us in the 
world by the Father, and so work out our salvation. 

   The end of the ages is already with us. The renewal of the world has been established, and 
cannot be revoked. In our era it is in a true sense anticipated: the Church on earth is 
already sealed by genuine, if imperfect, holiness. Yet, until a new heaven and a new earth 
are built as the dwelling place of justice, the pilgrim Church, in its sacraments and 
institutions belonging to this world of time, bears the likeness of this passing world. It lives 
in the midst of a creation still groaning and in travail as it waits for the sons of God to be 
revealed in glory. 
 

Wednesday  38        !        119:25-48 
  
Isa. 6:1-13 -    In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; 
each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, 



and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 
with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”  

   Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar 
with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has 
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here 
am I; send me!” And he said, “Go and say to this people: ‘Keep listening, but do not 
comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.’  
 Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, so that they 
may not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and comprehend with their minds, 
and turn and be healed.”  

 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, 
and houses without people, and the land is utterly desolate;  

 until the LORD sends everyone far away, and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the 
land.  

 Even if a tenth part remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak whose 
stump remains standing when it is felled.” The holy seed is its stump.            
 
(Amos 8:1-14) -   This is what the Lord GOD showed me—a basket of summer fruit. He 
said, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then the LORD 
said to me, the end has come upon my people Israel; I will never again pass them by. The 
songs of the temple shall become wailings in that day,”  says the Lord GOD; “the dead 
bodies shall be many, cast out in every place. Be silent!”    

    Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,  

 saying, “When will the new moon be over   so that we may sell grain; and the Sabbath, so 
that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and 
practice deceit with false balances,  

 buying the poor for silver   and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of 
the wheat.”    

    The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
Shall not the land tremble on this account, and everyone mourn who lives in it, and all of 
it rise like the Nile, and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile of Egypt?    

    On that day, says the Lord GOD, I will make the sun go down at noon, and darken the 
earth in broad daylight. I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into 
lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all loins, and baldness on every head; I will make it 
like the mourning for an only son, and the end of it like a bitter day.    

    The time is surely coming, says the Lord GOD, when I will send a famine on the land; 
not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD. They 
shall wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro, seeking the 
word of the LORD, but they shall not find it.    

    In that day the beautiful young women and the young men   shall faint for thirst.  
 Those who swear by Ashimah of Samaria, and say, “As your god lives, O Dan,”  and, “As 
the way of Beer-sheba lives”—   they shall fall, and never rise again.   
 
2 Thess. 1:1-12 -   Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
  We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your 
faith is growing abundantly, and the love of everyone of you for one another is increasing. 
Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and 
faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.  

  This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, and is intended to make you worthy of 
the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering. For it is indeed just of God to repay 
with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to the afflicted as well as to us, when 
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting 

 In overflowing wrath for a moment   I hid my face from you,  but with everlasting love I 
will have compassion on you,   says the LORD, your Redeemer.    

    This is like the days of Noah to me:   Just as I swore that the waters of Noah   would never 
again go over the earth,  so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you   and will not 
rebuke you.  For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed,  but my steadfast love 
shall not depart from you,   and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,   says the 
LORD, who has compassion on you.    

    O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and not comforted,   I am about to set your stones in 
antimony,   and lay your foundations with sapphires.  I will make your pinnacles of rubies, 
your gates of jewels, and all your wall of precious stones.  All your children shall be taught 
by the LORD,   and great shall be the prosperity of your children. 
  
Matthew 18:1-14 -   At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?”  He called a child, whom he put among them,  and said, “Truly 
I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.  
  “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were 
drowned in the depth of the sea.  Woe to the world because of stumbling blocks! Occasions 
for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling block comes!  
  “If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is better 
for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have two hands or two feet and to be thrown 
into the eternal fire.  And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it 
is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into the 
hell of fire.  

  “Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their 
angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven.  What do you think? If a shepherd 
has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine 
on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?  And if he finds it, truly I 
tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.  So it is 
not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.  
 
Mark 10:13-16 -   People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch 
them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them.  But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant 
and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of God belongs.  Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”  And he took them up in his arms, laid 
his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

From a sermon of St Quodvultdeus, bishop 
 
   A tiny child is born, who is a great king. Wise men are led to him from afar. They come 
to adore one who lies in a manger and yet reigns in heaven and on earth. When they tell of 
one who is born a king, Herod is disturbed. To save his kingdom he resolves to kill him, 
though if he would have faith in the child, he himself would reign in peace in this life and 
for ever in the life to come.  
   Why are you afraid, Herod, when you hear of the birth of a king? He does not  come to 
drive you out, but to conquer the devil. But because you do not understand this you are 
disturbed and in a rage, and to destroy one child whom you seek, you show your cruelty in 
the death of so many children.  
   You are not restrained by the love of weeping mothers or fathers mourning the deaths of 
their sons, nor by the cries and sobs of the children. You destroy those who are tiny in 
body because fear is destroying your heart. You imagine that if you accomplish your desire 
you can prolong your own life, though you are seeking to kill Life himself.  

   Yet your throne is threatened by the source of grace, so small, yet so great, who is lying in 
the manger. He is using you, all unaware of it, to work out his own purposes freeing souls 
from captivity to the devil. He has taken up the sons of the enemy into the ranks of God’s 
adopted children.  



heart alone, while flesh is visible to bodily eyes as well. We already possessed the means to 
see the flesh, but we had no means of seeing the Word. The Word was made flesh so that we 
could see it, to heal the part of us by which we could see the Word.  

John continues: And we are witnesses and we proclaim to you that eternal life which was with the Father and has 
been revealed among us—one might say more simply “revealed to us”.  

We proclaim to you what we have heard and seen. Make sure that you grasp the meaning of these 
words. The disciples saw our Lord in the flesh, face to face; they heard the words he spoke, 
and in turn they proclaimed the message to us. So we also have heard, although we have not 
seen.  

Are we then less favoured than those who both saw and heard? If that were so, why should 
John add: so that you too may have fellowship with us? They saw, and we have not seen; yet we have 
fellowship with them, because we and they share the same faith.  

And our fellowship is with God the Father and Jesus Christ his Son. And we write this to you to make your joy 
complete—complete in that fellowship, in that love and in that unity. 
 

Holy Innocents – December 28 – Psalms 2, 26 /  19, 126  

 
Isaiah 49:13-23 -    Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;   break forth, O 
mountains, into singing!  For the LORD has comforted his people,   and will have 
compassion on his suffering ones.    

    But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me,   my Lord has forgotten me.”  

 Can a woman forget her nursing child,   or show no compassion for the child of her 
womb?  Even these may forget,   yet I will not forget you.  

 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands;   your walls are continually before me.  

 Your builders outdo your destroyers,   and those who laid you waste go away from you.  
 Lift up your eyes all around and see;   they all gather, they come to you.  As I live, says the 
LORD,   you shall put all of them on like an ornament,   and like a bride you shall bind 
them on.    

    Surely your waste and your desolate places   and your devastated land—  surely now you 
will be too crowded for your inhabitants,   and those who swallowed you up will be far away.  

 The children born in the time of your bereavement   will yet say in your hearing:  “The 
place is too crowded for me;   make room for me to settle.”  

 Then you will say in your heart,   “Who has borne me these?  I was bereaved and barren,   
exiled and put away—   so who has reared these?  I was left all alone—   where then have 
these come from?”    

    Thus says the Lord GOD:  I will soon lift up my hand to the nations,   and raise my 
signal to the peoples;  and they shall bring your sons in their bosom,   and your daughters 
shall be carried on their shoulders.  

 Kings shall be your foster fathers,   and their queens your nursing mothers.  With their 
faces to the ground they shall bow down to you,   and lick the dust of your feet.  Then you 
will know that I am the LORD;   those who wait for me shall not be put to shame.    
 
Isaiah 54:1-13 -    Sing, O barren one who did not bear;   burst into song and shout,   you 
who have not been in labor!  For the children of the desolate woman will be more   than 
the children of her that is married, says the LORD.  

 Enlarge the site of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out;  do 
not hold back; lengthen your cords   and strengthen your stakes.  

 For you will spread out to the right and to the left,   and your descendants will possess the 
nations   and will settle the desolate towns.    

    Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed;   do not be discouraged, for you will not suffer 
disgrace;  for you will forget the shame of your youth,   and the disgrace of your widowhood 
you will remember no more.  
 For your Maker is your husband,   the LORD of hosts is his name;  the Holy One of Israel 
is your Redeemer,   the God of the whole earth he is called.  
 For the LORD has called you   like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,  like the wife of a 
man’s youth when she is cast off,   says your God.  

 For a brief moment I abandoned you,   but with great compassion I will gather you.  

vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus. These will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, separated from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes to be glorified by his 
saints and to be marveled at on that day among all who have believed, because our 
testimony to you was believed. To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will 
make you worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of 
faith, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.          
 
John 7:53—8:11 -   [Then each of them went home, while Jesus went to the Mount of 
Olives. Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him and 
he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who 
had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they said to him, 
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law 
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They said this to test 
him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote 
with his finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and 
said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they 
went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn 
you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.”]  
 

From a discourse on the Psalms by Augustine, bishop (354-430) 
 

God's Promises Are Held Out to Us by His Son 
 
   God established a time for his promises and a time for their fulfillment. 

The time for promises was in the time of the prophets, until John the Baptist; from John 
until the end is the time of fulfillment. 

   God, who is faithful, put himself in our debt, not by receiving anything but by promising 
so much.  A promise was not sufficient for him; he chose to commit himself in writing as 
well, as it were making a contract of his promises.  He wanted us to be able to see the way in 
which his promises were redeemed when he began to discharge them.  And so the time of 
the prophets was, as we have often said, the foretelling of the promises. 

   He promised eternal salvation, everlasting happiness with the angels, an immortal 
inheritance, endless glory, the joyful vision of his face, his holy dwelling in heaven, and 
after resurrection from the dead no further fear of dying.  This is as it were his final 
promise, the goal of all our striving.  When we reach it, we shall ask for nothing more.  But 
as to the way in which we  are to arrive at our final goal, he has revealed this also, by 
promise and prophecy. 

   He has promised men divinity, mortals immortality, sinners justification, the poor a 
rising to glory. 

   But, brethren, because God’s promises seemed impossible to men - equality with the 
angels in exchange for mortality, corruption, poverty, weakness, dust and ashes - God not 
only made a written contract with men, to win their belief but also established a mediator 
of his good faith, nor a prince or angel or archangel, but his only Son.  He wanted, 
through his Son, to show us and give us the way he would lead us to the goal he has 
promised. 

   It was not enough for God to make his son our guide to the way; he made him the way 
itself, that you might travel with him as leader, and by him as the way. 

Therefore, the only Son of God was to come among men, to take the nature of men, and in 
this nature to be born as a man.  He was to die, to rise again, to ascend into heaven, to sit at 
the right hand of the Father, and to fulfill his promises among the nations, and after that 
to come again, to exact now what he had asked for before, to separate those deserving his 
anger form those deserving his mercy, to execute his threats against the wicked, and to 
reward the just as he had promises. 



   All this had therefore to be prophesied, foretold, and impressed on us as an event in the 
future, in order that we might wait for it in faith, not find it a sudden and dreadful reality. 
 

Thursday  37:1-18        !        37:19-42 
  
Isa. 7:1-9 -   In the days of Ahaz son of Jotham son of Uzziah, king of Judah, King Rezin of 
Aram and King Pekah son of Remaliah of Israel went up to attack Jerusalem, but could not 
mount an attack against it. When the house of David heard that Aram had allied itself with 
Ephraim, the heart of Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake 
before the wind.  

  Then the LORD said to Isaiah, Go out to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, at 
the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Fuller’s Field, and say to 
him, Take heed, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these 
two smoldering stumps of firebrands, because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and 
the son of Remaliah. Because Aram—with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah—has plotted 
evil against you, saying, Let us go up against Judah and cut off Jerusalem and conquer it for 
ourselves and make the son of Tabeel king in it; therefore thus says the Lord GOD: It shall 
not stand, and it shall not come to pass.  

 For the head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin. (Within sixty-five 
years Ephraim will be shattered, no longer a people.) The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and 
the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you do not stand firm in faith, you shall not 
stand at all.          
 
(Amos 9:1-10) -    I saw the LORD standing beside the altar, and he said: Strike the capitals 
until the thresholds shake, and shatter them on the heads of all the people; and those who 
are left I will kill with the sword; not one of them shall flee away, not one of them shall 
escape.    

    Though they dig into Sheol, from there shall my hand take them; though they climb up 
to heaven, from there I will bring them down.  
 Though they hide themselves on the top of Carmel, from there I will search out and take 
them; and though they hide from my sight at the bottom of the sea, there I will command 
the sea-serpent, and it shall bite them.  

 And though they go into captivity in front of their enemies, there I will command the 
sword, and it shall kill them; and I will fix my eyes on them   for harm and not for good.    

    The Lord, GOD of hosts, he who touches the earth and it melts, and all who live in it 
mourn, and all of it rises like the Nile, and sinks again, like the Nile of Egypt;  

 who builds his upper chambers in the heavens, and founds his vault upon the earth; who 
calls for the waters of the sea, and pours them out upon the surface of the earth—  the 
LORD is his name.    

    Are you not like the Ethiopians to me, O people of Israel? says the LORD. Did I not 
bring Israel up from the land of Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans 
from Kir?  

 The eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from the face 
of the earth   —except that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, says the LORD.    

    For lo, I will command, and shake the house of Israel among all the nations  as one 
shakes with a sieve, but no pebble shall fall to the ground.  All the sinners of my people 
shall die by the sword, who say, “Evil shall not overtake or meet us.”   
 
2 Thess. 2:1-12 -   As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered 
together to him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or 
alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the 
day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not 
come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for 
destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, 
so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do you not 
remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? And you know what is now 
restraining him, so that he may be revealed when his time comes. For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work, but only until the one who now restrains it is removed. And 
then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will destroy with the breath of 

 Do not fear, or be afraid;   have I not told you from of old and declared it?   You are my 
witnesses!  Is there any god besides me?   There is no other rock; I know not one. 
   
1 John 5:1-12 -   Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child.  By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his commandments.  For the love of God is this, that we 
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome,  for whatever is 
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith.  
Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
  This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 
truth.  There are three that testify:  the Spirit and the water and the blood, and these three 
agree.  If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son.  Those who believe in the Son of God 
have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar 
by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son.  And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 
John 13:20-35 - Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and 
whoever receives me receives him who sent me.”  

  After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of 
you will betray me.”  The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was 
speaking.  One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him;  
Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking.  So while 
reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”  Jesus answered, “It is the one to 
whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped 
the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot.  After he received the piece of 
bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.”  
Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him.  Some thought that, because Judas 
had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that 
he should give something to the poor.  So, after receiving the piece of bread, he 
immediately went out. And it was night.  

  When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

From the tractates on the first letter of John by Saint Augustine, bishop (354-430) 
 
Our message is the Word of life. We announce what existed from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our own eyes, what we have touched with our own hands. Who could touch the Word with his 
hands unless the Word was made flesh and lived among us?  

Now this Word, whose flesh was so real that he could be touched by human hands, began to 
be flesh in the Virgin Mary’s womb; but he did not begin to exist at that moment. We know 
this from what John says: What existed from the beginning. Notice how John’s letter bears witness 
to his Gospel, which you just heard a moment ago: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God.  

Someone might interpret the phrase the Word of life to mean a word about Christ, rather 
than Christ’s body itself which was touched by human hands. But consider what comes 
next: and life itself was revealed. Christ therefore is himself the Word of life.  
And how was this life revealed? It existed from the beginning, but was not revealed to men, 
only to angels, who looked upon it and feasted upon it as their own spiritual bread. But 
what does Scripture say? Mankind ate the bread of angels.  

Life itself was therefore revealed in the flesh. In this way what was visible to the heart alone 
could become visible also to the eye, and so heal men’s hearts. For the Word is visible to the 



Yesterday our king, clothed in his robe of flesh, left his place in the virgin’s womb and 
graciously visited the world. Today his soldier leaves the tabernacle of his body and goes 
triumphantly to heaven.  
   Our king, despite his exalted majesty, came in humility for our sake; yet he did not come 
empty-handed. He brought his soldiers a great gift that not only enriched them but also 
made them unconquerable in battle, for it was the gift of love, which was to bring men to 
share in his divinity. He gave of his bounty, yet without any loss to himself. In a marvellous 
way he changed into wealth the poverty of his faithful followers while remaining in full 
possession of his own inexhaustible riches.  

   And so the love that brought Christ from heaven to earth raised Stephen from earth to 
heaven; shown first in the king, it later shone forth in his soldier. Love was Stephen’s 
weapon by which he gained every battle, and so won the crown signified by his name. His 
love of God kept him from yielding to the ferocious mob; his love for his neighbour made 
him pray for those who were stoning him. Love inspired him to reprove those who erred, 
to make them amend; love led him to pray for those who stoned him, to save them from 
punishment. Strengthened by the power of his love, he overcame the raging cruelty of Saul 
and won his persecutor on earth as his companion in heaven. In his holy and tireless love 
he longed to gain by prayer those whom he could not convert by admonition.  
   Now at last, Paul rejoices with Stephen, with Stephen he delights in the glory of Christ, 
with Stephen he exalts, with Stephen he reigns. Stephen went first, slain by the stones 
thrown by Paul, but Paul followed after, helped by the prayer of Stephen. This, surely, is 
the true life, my brothers, a life in which Paul feels no shame because of Stephen’s death, 
and Stephen delights in Paul’s companionship, for love fills them both with joy. It was 
Stephen’s love that prevailed over the cruelty of the mob, and it was Paul’s love that covered 
the multitude of his sins; it was love that won for both of them the kingdom of heaven.  
   Love, indeed, is the source of all good things; it is an impregnable defence,- and the way 
that leads to heaven. He who walks in love can neither go astray nor be afraid: love guides 
him, protects him, and brings him to his journey’s end.  

My brothers, Christ made love the stairway that would enable all Christians to climb to 
heaven. Hold fast to it, therefore, in all sincerity, give one another practical proof of it, 
and by your progress in it, make your ascent together. 
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Proverbs 8:22-30 - The LORD created me at the beginning of his work,   the first of his 
acts of long ago.  Ages ago I was set up,   at the first, before the beginning of the earth.  

 When there were no depths I was brought forth,   when there were no springs abounding 
with water.  Before the mountains had been shaped,   before the hills, I was brought forth—  

 when he had not yet made earth and fields,   or the world’s first bits of soil.  
When he established the heavens, I was there, when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,  

 when he made firm the skies above,   when he established the fountains of the deep,  

 when he assigned to the sea its limit,   so that the waters might not transgress his 
command,  when he marked out the foundations of the earth,  

  then I was beside him, like a master worker; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before 
him always,  
 
Isaiah 44:1-8 -    But now hear, O Jacob my servant,   Israel whom I have chosen!  
 Thus says the LORD who made you,   who formed you in the womb and will help you:  Do 
not fear, O Jacob my servant,   Jeshurun whom I have chosen.  

 For I will pour water on the thirsty land,   and streams on the dry ground;  I will pour my 
spirit upon your descendants,   and my blessing on your offspring.  
 They shall spring up like a green tamarisk,   like willows by flowing streams.  

 This one will say, “I am the LORD’S,”   another will be called by the name of Jacob,  yet 
another will write on the hand, “The LORD’S,”   and adopt the name of Israel.    

    Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,   and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:  I am 
the first and I am the last;   besides me there is no god.  
 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,   let them declare and set it forth before me.  Who 
has announced from of old the things to come?   Let them tell us what is yet to be.  

his mouth, annihilating him by the manifestation of his coming. The coming of the lawless 
one is apparent in the working of Satan, who uses all power, signs, lying wonders, and 
every kind of wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love 
the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion, leading 
them to believe what is false, so that all who have not believed the truth but took pleasure in 
unrighteousness will be condemned.          
 
Luke 22:1-13 -   Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was 
near. The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they 
were afraid of the people.  
  Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he went away 
and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might 
betray him to them. They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. So he 
consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was 
present.  

  Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 
So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that we may 
eat it.” They asked him, “Where do you want us to make preparations for it?” “Listen,” he 
said to them, “when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; 
follow him into the house he enters and say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks 
you, “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” ’ He will 
show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there.” So 
they went and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.  
 
 

From a sermon by Saint Peter Chrysologus, bishop (406-c. 450) 
 

Loves desires to see God 
 
     When God saw the world falling to ruin because of fear, he immediately acted to call it 
back to himself with love. He invited it by his grace, preserved it by his love, and embraced 
it with compassion. When the earth had become hardened in evil, God sent the flood both 
to punish and to release it. He called Noah to be the father of a new era, urged him with 
kind words, and showed that he trusted him; he gave him fatherly instruction about the 
present calamity, and through his grace consoled him with hope for the future. But God 
did not merely issue commands; rather with Noah sharing the work, he filled the ark with 
the future seed of the whole world. The sense of loving fellowship thus engendered 
removed servile fear, and a mutual love could continue to preserve what shared labor had 
effected.      God called Abraham out of the heathen world, symbolically lengthened his 
name, and made him the father of all believers. God walked with him on his journeys, 
protected him in foreign lands, enriched him with earthly possessions, and honored him 
with victories. He made a covenant with him, saved him from harm, accepted his 
hospitality, and astonished him by giving him the offspring he had despaired of. Favored 
with so many graces and drawn by such great sweetness of divine love, Abraham was to learn 
to love God rather that fear him, and love rather than fear was to inspire his worship. 

      God comforted Jacob by a dream during his flight, roused him to combat upon his 
return, and encircled him with a wrestler's embrace to teach him not to be afraid of the 
author of the conflict, but to love him. God called Moses as a father would, and with 
fatherly affection invited him to become the liberator of his people.      In all the events we 
have recalled, the flame of divine love enkindled human hearts and its intoxication 
overflowed into men's senses. Wounded by love, they longed to look upon God with their 
bodily eyes. Yet how could our narrow human vision apprehend God, whom the whole 
world cannot contain? But the law of love is not concerned with what will be, what ought to 
be, what can be. Love does not reflect; it is unreasonable and knows no moderation. Love 
refuses to be consoled when its goal proves impossible, despises all hindrances to the 
attainment of its object. Love destroys the lover if he cannot obtain what he loves; love 
follows its own promptings, and does not think of right and wrong. Love inflames desire 
which impels it toward things that are forbidden. But why continue?      It is intolerable for 
love not to see the object of its longing. That is why whatever reward they merited was 



nothing to the saints if they could not see the Lord. A love that desires to see God may not 
have reasonableness on its side, but it is the evidence of filial love. It gave Moses the 
temerity to say: If I have found favor in your eyes, show me your face. It inspired the 
psalmist to make the same prayer: Show me your face. Even the pagans made their images 
for this purpose: they wanted actually to see what they mistakenly revered. 
 

Friday 31        !        35 
  
Isa. 7:10-25 -   Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; 
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the 
LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 
weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. The LORD will bring on 
you and on your people and on your ancestral house such days as have not come since the 
day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”  

  On that day the LORD will whistle for the fly that is at the sources of the streams of Egypt, 
and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. And they will all come and settle in the steep 
ravines, and in the clefts of the rocks, and on all the thornbushes, and on all the pastures.  

  On that day the Lord will shave with a razor hired beyond the River—with the king of 
Assyria—the head and the hair of the feet, and it will take off the beard as well.  
  On that day one will keep alive a young cow and two sheep, and will eat curds because of 
the abundance of milk that they give; for everyone that is left in the land shall eat curds and 
honey.  
  On that day every place where there used to be a thousand vines, worth a thousand shekels 
of silver, will become briers and thorns. With bow and arrows one will go there, for all the 
land will be briers and thorns; and as for all the hills that used to be hoed with a hoe, you 
will not go there for fear of briers and thorns; but they will become a place where cattle are 
let loose and where sheep tread.          
 
(Haggai 1:1-15) -   In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day 
of the month, the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest: Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the LORD’S house. 
Then the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Is it a time for you 
yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now therefore 
thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider how you have fared. You have sown much, and 
harvested little; you eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your 
fill; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and you that earn wages earn wages to put 
them into a bag with holes.  
  Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider how you have fared. Go up to the hills and bring 
wood and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored, says the 
LORD. You have looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when you brought it 
home, I blew it away. Why? says the LORD of hosts. Because my house lies in ruins, while 
all of you hurry off to your own houses. Therefore the heavens above you have withheld the 
dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. And I have called for a drought on the land 
and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the soil produces, on human 
beings and animals, and on all their labors.  

  Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all 
the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of the 
prophet Haggai, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the LORD. 
Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with the LORD’S message, 
saying, I am with you, says the LORD. And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the 

the LORD, the God of their ancestors, and served the sacred poles and the idols. And 
wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs.  Yet he sent prophets among 
them to bring them back to the LORD; they testified against them, but they would not 
listen.  

  Then the spirit of God took possession of Zechariah son of the priest Jehoiada; he stood 
above the people and said to them, “Thus says God: Why do you transgress the 
commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the 
LORD, he has also forsaken you.”  But they conspired against him, and by command of the 
king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the LORD.  King Joash did not 
remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had shown him, but killed his 
son. As he was dying, he said, “May the LORD see and avenge!” 
 
Wisdom 4:7-15 - But the righteous, though they die early, will be at rest.  
 For old age is not honored for length of time,  or measured by number of years;  
 but understanding is gray hair for anyone,  and a blameless life is ripe old age.  
 There were some who pleased God and were loved by him,  and while living among sinners 
were taken up.  

 They were caught up so that evil might not change their understanding  or guile deceive 
their souls.  
 For the fascination of wickedness obscures what is good,  and roving desire perverts the 
innocent mind.  

 Being perfected in a short time, they fulfilled long years;  
 for their souls were pleasing to the Lord,  therefore he took them quickly from the midst 
of wickedness.  

 Yet the peoples saw and did not understand,  or take such a thing to heart,  that God’s 
grace and mercy are with his elect,  and that he watches over his holy ones. 
  
Acts 6:1-7 -   Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the 
Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in 
the daily distribution of food.  And the twelve called together the whole community of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order to wait 
on tables.  Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves seven men of good standing, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task,  while we, for our part, 
will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.”  What they said pleased the whole 
community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together with 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.  
They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  

  The word of God continued to spread; the number of the disciples increased greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.     
 
Acts 7:59-8:8 - While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.”  Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he died.  And Saul approved of their killing him.  
 That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria.  Devout men 
buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him.  But Saul was ravaging the church by 
entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he committed them to 
prison.  

  Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word.  Philip 
went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them.  The crowds with 
one accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he 
did,  for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of many who were possessed; 
and many others who were paralyzed or lame were cured.  So there was great joy in that 
city. 
 

From a sermon of Saint Fulgentius of Ruspe, bishop 
 
   Yesterday we celebrated the birth in time of our eternal King. Today we celebrate the 
triumphant suffering of his soldier. 



 Therefore he shall give them up until the time   when she who is in labor has brought 
forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return   to the people of Israel.  

 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 
name of the LORD his God.  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great   to the 
ends of the earth; 
 
1 John 4:7-16 -   Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so 
much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  

  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we 
have known and believe the love that God has for us.  God is love, and those who abide in 
love abide in God, and God abides in them.         
 
John 3:31-36 -   The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth 
belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is 
above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. 
Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom God has 
sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the 
Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath.  
 

From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope (d. 461) 
 
   Dearly beloved, today our Saviour is born; let us rejoice. Sadness should have no place on 
the birthday of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings us joy with the 
promise of eternal happiness.  

   No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing. Our Lord, victor 
over sin and death, finding no man free from sin, came to free us all. Let the saint rejoice 
as he sees the palm of victory at hand. Let the sinner be glad as he receives the offer of 
forgiveness. Let the pagan take courage as he is summoned to life.  

   In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s wisdom, the Son of 
God took for himself our common humanity in order to reconcile it with its creator. He 
came to overthrow the devil, the origin of death, in that very nature by which he had 
overthrown mankind.  

   And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy: Glory to God in the highest, and they 
proclaim peace to men of good will as they see the heavenly Jerusalem being built from all the 
nations of the world. When the angels on high are so exultant at this marvellous work of 
God’s goodness, what joy should it not bring to the lowly hearts of men?  

   Beloved, let us give thanks to God the Father, through his Son, in the Holy Spirit, 
because in his great love for us he took pity on us, and when we were dead in our sins he brought us to 
life with Christ, so that in him we might be a new creation. Let us throw off our old nature and 
all its ways and, as we have come to birth in Christ, let us renounce the works of the flesh.  

   Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in God’s own nature, do not 
return by sin to your former base condition. Bear in mind who is your head and of whose 
body you are a member. Do not forget that you have been rescued from the power of 
darkness and brought into the light of God’s kingdom.  

Through the sacrament of baptism you have become a temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not 
drive away so great a guest by evil conduct and become again a slave to the devil, for your 
liberty was bought by the blood of Christ. 
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2 Chronicles 24:17-22 -   Now after the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah came and 
did obeisance to the king; then the king listened to them.  They abandoned the house of 

house of the LORD of hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the month, in the 
sixth month.  
 
2 Thess. 2:13—3:5 -   But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters 
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. For this purpose he called you 
through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that 
you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter.  

  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through 
grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in 
every good work and word.  

  Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly 
and be glorified everywhere, just as it is among you, and that we may be rescued from 
wicked and evil people; for not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen 
you and guard you from the evil one. And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, 
that you are doing and will go on doing the things that we command. May the Lord direct 
your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.          
 
Luke 22:14-30 -   When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with 
him. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 
for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” Then he took a 
cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell 
you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes.” Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out 
for you is the new covenant in my blood. But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and 
his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to 
that one by whom he is betrayed!” Then they began to ask one another, which one of them 
it could be who would do this.  

  A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the 
greatest. But he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in 
authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among 
you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am 
among you as one who serves.  

  “You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, just as my Father 
has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, 
and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  
 

From a treatise Against Heresies, by Saint Irenaeus, bishop (d. ca. 202) 
 
    The Lord, coming into his own creation in visible form, was sustained by his own 
creation which he himself sustains in being. His obedience on the tree of the cross reversed 
the disobedience at the tree in Eden; the good news of the truth announced by an angel to 
Mary, a virgin subject to a husband, undid the evil lie that seduced Eve, a virgin espoused 
to a husband. 

    As Eve was seduced by the word of an angel and so fled from God after disobeying his 
word, Mary in her turn was given the good news by the word of an angel, and bore God in 
obedience to his word. As Eve was seduced into disobedience to God, so Mary was 
persuaded into obedience to God; thus the Virgin Mary became the advocate of the virgin 
Eve. 

    Christ gathered all things into one, by gathering them into himself. He declared war 
against our enemy, crushed him who at the beginning had taken us captive in Adam, and 
trampled on his head, in accordance with God’s words to the serpent in Genesis: "I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall lie in 
wait for your head, and you shall lie in wait for his heel." 



    The one lying in wait for the serpent’s head is the one who was born in the likeness of 
Adam from the woman, the Virgin. This is the seed spoken of by Paul in the letter to the 
Galatians: "The law of works was in force until the seed should come to whom the promise 
was made." 

   He shows this even more clearly in the same letter when he says: "When the fullness of 
time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman." The enemy would not have been 
defeated fairly if his vanquisher had not been born of a woman, because it was through a 
woman that he had gained mastery over man in the beginning, and set himself up as man’s 
adversary. 

   That is why the Lord proclaims himself the Son of Man, the one who renews in himself 
that first man from whom the race born of woman was formed; as by a man’s defeat our 
race fell into the bondage of death, so by a man’s victory we were to rise again to life. 

 

Saturday 30, 32        !        42, 43 
  
Isa. 8:1-15 -   Then the LORD said to me, Take a large tablet and write on it in common 
characters, “Belonging to Maher-shalal-hash-baz,” and have it attested for me by reliable 
witnesses, the priest Uriah and Zechariah son of Jeberechiah. And I went to the 
prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then the LORD said to me, Name him 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz; for before the child knows how to call “My father” or “My 
mother,” the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be carried away by the king 
of Assyria.  

  The LORD spoke to me again: Because this people has refused the waters of Shiloah that 
flow gently, and melt in fear before Rezin and the son of Remaliah; therefore, the Lord is 
bringing up against it the mighty flood waters of the River, the king of Assyria and all his 
glory; it will rise above all its channels and overflow all its banks; it will sweep on into 
Judah as a flood, and, pouring over, it will reach up to the neck; and its outspread wings 
will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.    

    Band together, you peoples, and be dismayed; listen, all you far countries; gird 
yourselves and be dismayed; gird yourselves and be dismayed!  

 Take counsel together, but it shall be brought to naught; speak a word, but it will not 
stand, for God is with us.  

  For the LORD spoke thus to me while his hand was strong upon me, and warned me not 
to walk in the way of this people, saying: Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls 
conspiracy, and do not fear what it fears, or be in dread. But the LORD of hosts, him you 
shall regard as holy; let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. He will become a 
sanctuary, a stone one strikes against; for both houses of Israel he will become a rock one 
stumbles over—a trap and a snare for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many among them 
shall stumble; they shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.          
 
(Haggai 2:1-9) - In the second year of King Darius, in the seventh month, on the twenty-
first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: Speak 
now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest, and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you that saw this 
house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? 
Yet now take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the LORD; work, 
for I am with you, says the LORD of hosts, according to the promise that I made you when 
you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the LORD of 
hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and 
the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, 
and I will fill this house with splendor, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts.  The latter splendor of this house shall be greater 
than the former, says the LORD of hosts; and in this place I will give prosperity, says the 
LORD of hosts. 
 
2 Thess. 3:6-18 -   Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition 
that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were 

 Let us then joyfully celebrate the coming of our salvation and redemption. Let us celebrate 
the festive day on which he who is the great and eternal day came from the great and endless 
day of eternity into our own short day of time. 

 He has become our justice, our sanctification, our redemption, so that, as it is written: Let him who glories glory in 
the Lord. 

 Truth, then, has arisen from the earth: Christ who said, I am the Truth, was born of the Virgin. And 
justice looked down from heaven: because believing in this new-born child, man is justified not by 
himself but by God. 

 Truth has arisen from the earth: because the Word was made flesh. And justice looked down from heaven: 
because every good gift and every perfect gift is from above. 

 Truth has arisen from the earth: flesh from Mary. And justice looked down from heaven: for man can receive 
nothing unless it has been given him from heaven. 

 Justified by faith, let us be at peace with God: for justice and peace have embraced one another. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ: for Truth has arisen from the earth. Through whom we have access to that grace in which we stand, and 
our boast is in our hope of God’s glory. He does not say: “of our glory”, but of God’s glory: for justice has 
not come out of us but has looked down from heaven. Therefore he who glories, let him glory, not in 
himself, but in the Lord. 

 For this reason, when our Lord was born of the Virgin, the message of the angelic voices 
was: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to men of good will. 

 For how could there be peace on earth unless Truth has arisen from the earth, that is, unless 
Christ were born of our flesh? And he is our peace who made the two into one: that we might be men 
of good will, sweetly linked by the bond of unity. 

 Let us then rejoice in this grace, so that our glorying may bear witness to our good 
conscience by which we glory, not in ourselves, but in the Lord. That is why Scripture says: 
He is my glory, the one who lifts up my head. For what greater grace could God have made to dawn on 
us than to make his only Son become the son of man, so that a son of man might in his 
turn become son of God? 

 Ask if this were merited; ask for its reason, for its justification, and see whether you will 
find any other answer but sheer grace. 
 

Christmas Day and Following  

 

Christmas Day         2, 85        !        110:1-5(6-7), 132 
  
Zech. 2:10-13 - Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! For lo, I will come and dwell in your 
midst, says the LORD. Many nations shall join themselves to the LORD on that day, and 
shall be my people; and I will dwell in your midst. And you shall know that the LORD of 
hosts has sent me to you. The LORD will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and 
will again choose Jerusalem.  

  Be silent, all people, before the LORD; for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.          
 
(Micah 4:1-5; 5:2-4) -    In days to come   the mountain of the LORD’S house  shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills.  Peoples 
shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say: “Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways   
and that we may walk in his paths.”  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  

 He shall judge between many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall 
all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them 
afraid; for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.       For all the peoples walk, each 
in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God   forever and 
ever.    

    But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me   one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 
ancient days.  



although he was alone, he was manifold because he lacked neither reason, wisdom, power 
nor counsel. All things were in him and he himself was all. At a moment of his own 
choosing and in a manner determined by himself, God manifested his Word, and through 
him he made the whole universe. 

    When the Word was hidden within God himself he was invisible to the created world, 
but God made him visible. First God gave utterance to his voice, engendering light from 
light, and then he sent his own mind into the world as its Lord. Visible before to God 
alone and not to the world, God make him visible so that the world could be saved by 
seeing him. This mind that entered our world was made known as the Son of God. All 
things came into being through him; but he alone is begotten by the Father. 

    The Son gave us the law and the prophets, and he filled the prophets with the Holy 
Spirit to compel them to speak out. Inspired by the Father’s power, they were to proclaim 
the Father’s purpose and his will. 

    So the Word was made manifest, as Saint John declares when, summing up all the 
sayings of the prophets, he announces that this is the Word through whom the whole 
universe was made. He says: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. Through him all things came into being; not one thing was created without him. And further on he adds: 
The world was made through him, and yet the world did not know him. He entered his own creation, and his own did 
not receive him. 
 

Christmas Eve         ——        !        89:1-29 
  
Isa. 59:15b-21 - The LORD saw it, and it displeased him   that there was no justice.  

 He saw that there was no one,   and was appalled that there was no one to intervene;  so his 
own arm brought him victory,   and his righteousness upheld him.  

 He put on righteousness like a breastplate,   and a helmet of salvation on his head;  he put 
on garments of vengeance for clothing,   and wrapped himself in fury as in a mantle.  

 According to their deeds, so will he repay;   wrath to his adversaries, requital to his 
enemies;   to the coastlands he will render requital.  

 So those in the west shall fear the name of the LORD,   and those in the east, his glory;  for 
he will come like a pent-up stream   that the wind of the LORD drives on.    

    And he will come to Zion as Redeemer,   to those in Jacob who turn from transgression, 
says the LORD.  

And as for me, this is my covenant with them, says the LORD: my spirit that is upon you, 
and my words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of 
the mouths of your children, or out of the mouths of your children’s children, says the 
LORD, from now on and forever.          
 
Phil. 2:5-11 - Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
 who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 
be exploited,  

 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 
found in human form,  

 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.    

    Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,  
 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,  

 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop (354-430) 
 
Awake, mankind! For your sake God has become man. Awake, you who sleep, rise up from the dead, 
and Christ will enlighten you.  I tell you again: for your sake, God became man. 

 You would have suffered eternal death, had he not been born in time. Never would you 
have been freed from sinful flesh, had he not taken on himself the likeness of sinful flesh. 
You would have suffered everlasting unhappiness, had it not been for this mercy. You 
would never have returned to life, had he not shared your death. You would have been lost 
if he had not hastened ‘to your aid. You would have perished, had he not come. 

not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; 
but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 
This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to 
imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to 
work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, 
not doing any work. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to 
do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in 
doing what is right.  

  Take note of those who do not obey what we say in this letter; have nothing to do with 
them, so that they may be ashamed. Do not regard them as enemies, but warn them as 
believers.  

  Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways. The Lord be 
with all of you.  

  I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is the mark in every letter of mine; it 
is the way I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.         
 
Luke 22:31-38 -   “Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 
but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have 
turned back, strengthen your brothers.” And he said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with 
you to prison and to death!” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, 
until you have denied three times that you know me.”  

  He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack 
anything?” They said, “No, not a thing.” He said to them, “But now, the one who has a 
purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak 
and buy one. For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was counted 
among the lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.” They said, 
“Lord, look, here are two swords.” He replied, “It is enough.”  
 

From a sermon by Blessed Isaac, abbot of Stella (c. 1100-1169) 
 
   The Son of God is the first-born of many brothers. Although by nature he is the only-
begotten, by grace he has joined many to himself and made them one with him. For to 
those who receive him he has given the power to become the sons of God. 

   He became the Son of man and made many men sons of God, uniting them to himself by 
his love and power, so that they became as one. In themselves they are many by reason of 
their human descent, but in him they are one by divine rebirth. 

The whole Christ and the unique Christ – the body and the head – are one: one because 
born of the same God in heaven, and of the same mother on earth. They are many sons, yet 
one son. Head and members are one son, yet many sons; in the same way, Mary and the 
Church are one mother, yet more than one mother; one virgin, yet more than one virgin. 

   Both are mothers, both are virgins. Each conceives of the same Spirit, without 
concupiscence. Each gives birth to a child of God the Father, without sin. Without any sin, 
Mary gave birth to Christ the head for the sake of his body. By the forgiveness of every sin, 
the Church gave birth to the body, for the sake of its head. Each is Christ’s mother, but 
neither gives birth to the whole Christ without the cooperation of the other. 

   In the inspired Scriptures, what is said in a universal sense of the virgin mother, the 
Church, is understood in an individual sense of the Virgin Mary, and what is said in a 
particular sense of the virgin mother Mary is rightly understood in a general sense of the 
virgin mother, the Church. When either is spoken of, the meaning can be understood of 
both, almost without qualification. 

  In a way, every Christian is also believed to be a bride of God’s Word, a mother of Christ, 
his daughter and sister, at once virginal and fruitful. These words are used in a universal 
sense of the Church, in a special sense of Mary, in a particular sense of the individual 
Christian. They are used by God’s Wisdom in person, the Word of the Father. 

   This is why Scripture says: I will dwell in the inheritance of the Lord. The Lord’s 
inheritance is, in a general sense, the Church; in a special sense, Mary; in an   individual 
sense, the Christian. 



   Christ dwelt for nine months in the tabernacle of Mary’s womb. He dwells until the end 
of the ages in the tabernacle of the Church’s faith. He will dwell for ever in the knowledge 
and love of each faithful soul. 
 

Week of 3 Advent  

 

Sunday 63:1-8(9-11), 98        !        103 
  
Isa. 13:6-13 -     Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from 
the Almighty!  Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every human heart will melt,  

 and they will be dismayed. Pangs and agony will seize them; they will be in anguish like a 
woman in labor. They will look aghast at one another; their faces will be aflame.  

 See, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to make the earth a 
desolation, and to destroy its sinners from it.  

 For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be 
dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light.  

 I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I will put an end to 
the pride of the arrogant, and lay low the insolence of tyrants.  
 I will make mortals more rare than fine gold, and humans than the gold of Ophir.  

 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place, at 
the wrath of the LORD of hosts in the day of his fierce anger.         
 
(Amos 9:11-15) -    On that day I will raise up   the booth of David that is fallen, and repair 
its breaches, and raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old;  

 in order that they may possess the remnant of Edom   and all the nations who are called by 
my name, says the LORD who does this.    

    The time is surely coming, says the LORD, when the one who plows shall overtake the 
one who reaps, and the treader of grapes the one who sows the seed; the mountains shall 
drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it.  

 I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and 
inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they shall make gardens 
and eat their fruit.  I will plant them upon their land, and they shall never again be plucked 
up   out of the land that I have given them, says the LORD your God. 
 
Heb. 12:18-29 -   You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and 
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words 
made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. (For they could not endure 
the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to 
death.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) But you 
have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are 
enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  

  See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they 
refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the 
one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has 
promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” This phrase, 
“Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that 
what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with 
reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire.         
 
John 3:22-30 -   After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and 
he spent some time there with them and baptized. John also was baptizing at Aenon near 
Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming and were being baptized 
—John, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison.  

  Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. They came 
to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you 

put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; for God will show your 
splendor everywhere under heaven.  
 For God will give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.”  

 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children 
gathered from west and east   at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has 
remembered them.  For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but 
God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne.  
 For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low   and 
the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.  
The woods and every fragrant tree   have shaded Israel at God’s command.  For God will 
lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come 
from him. 
 
Rev. 22:12-17, 21 -   “See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to 
everyone’s work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 
the end.”  

  Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life 
and may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and 
murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  

   “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the 
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  

 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let 
everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.  
  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.         
 
Luke 1:67-80 -    Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this 
prophecy:  

 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them.  
 He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David,  
 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  
 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  

 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy 
covenant,  
 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 

that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear,  

in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  
 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare his ways,  

 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.  
 By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,  
 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.”  

  The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 
appeared publicly to Israel.  
 

From a treatise against the heresy of Noetus by Saint Hippolytus, priest (d. 235) 
 
   There is only one God, brethren, and we learn about him only from sacred Scripture. It 
is therefore our duty to become acquainted with what Scripture proclaims and to 
investigate its teachings thoroughly. We should believe them in the sense that the Father 
wills, thinking of the Son in the way the Father wills, and accepting the teaching he wills to 
give us with regard to the Holy Spirit. Sacred Scripture is God’s gift to us and it should be 
understood in the way that he intends: we should not do violence to it by interpreting it 
according to our own preconceived ideas. 

    God was all alone and nothing existed but himself when he determined to create the 
world. He thought of it, willed it, spoke the word and so made it. It came into being 
instantaneously, exactly as he had willed. It is enough then for us to be aware of a single 
fact: nothing is coeternal with God. Apart from God there was simply nothing else. Yet 



proclaim his greatness with fitting praise and encourage those who share her desire and 
purpose, saying: "Join with me in proclaiming the greatness of the Lord; let us extol his 
name together."  

   Those who know the Lord, yet refuse to proclaim his greatness and sanctify his name to 
the limit of their power, "will be considered the least in the kingdom of heaven." His name 
is called holy because in the sublimity of his unique power he surpasses every creature and 
is far removed from all that he has made.  
 
"He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy.  
 
   In a beautiful phrase Mary calls Israel the servant of the Lord. The Lord came to his aid 
to save him. Israel is an obedient and humble servant, in the words of Hosea: "Israel was a 
servant, and I loved him. " 

   Those who refuse to be humble cannot be saved. They cannot say with the prophet: "See, 
God comes to my aid; the Lord is the helper of my soul." But "anyone who makes himself 
humble like a little child is greater in the kingdom of heaven. " 
 
"The promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever. " 
 
   This does not refer to the physical descendants of Abraham, but to his spiritual children. 
These are his descendants, sprung not from the flesh only, but who, whether circumcised 
or not, have followed him in faith. Circumcised as he was, Abraham believed, and this was 
credited to him as an act of righteousness.  

   The coming of the Saviour was promised to Abraham and to his descendants for ever. 
These are the children of promise, to whom it is said: "If you belong to Christ, then you 
are descendants of Abraham, heirs in accordance with the promise." 

   But it is right that before the birth of the Lord or of John, their mothers should utter 
prophecies; for just as sin began with a woman, so too does redemption. Through the 
deceit of one woman, grace perished; the prophecies of two women announce its return to 
life. 
 

Dec. 24   45, 46        !        —— 
  
Isa. 35:1-10 -     The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus 

it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall 
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the 
majesty of our God.    

    Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  
 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will 
come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”    

    Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;  

 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt 
of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.    

    A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel 
on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  

 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  
 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away.           
 
(Baruch 4:36-5:9) - Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to 
you from God.  Look, your children are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, 
gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God.  
   Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the 
beauty of the glory from God.  Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 

testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” John answered, “No one can 
receive anything except what has been given from heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses 
that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ He who has the bride 
is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He must 
increase, but I must decrease.”  
 

From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop (354-430) 
 
   John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who was in the beginning. John is the voice 
that lasts for a time; from the beginning Christ is the Word who lives for ever.   
   Take away the word, the meaning, and what is the voice? Where there is no 
understanding, there is only a meaningless sound. The voice without the word strikes the 
ear but does not build up the heart.  

However, let us observe what happens when we first seek to build up our hearts. When I 
think about what I am going to say, the word or message is already in my heart. When I 
want to speak to you, I look for a way to share with your heart what is already in mine.   

   In my search for a way to let this message reach you, so that the word already in my heart 
may find place also in yours, I use my voice to speak to you. The sound of my voice brings 
the meaning of the word to you and then passes away. The word which the sound has 
brought to you is now in your heart, and yet it is still also in mine.   

   When the word has been conveyed to you, does not the sound seem to say: The word 
ought to grow, and I should diminish? The sound of the voice has made itself heard in the 
service of the word, and has gone away, as though it were saying:    My joy is complete. Let 
us hold on to the word; we must not lose the word conceived inwardly in our hearts.   

   Do you need proof that the voice passes away but the divine Word remains? Where is 
John’s baptism today? It served its purpose, and it went away. Now it is Christ’s baptism 
that we celebrate. It is in Christ that we all believe; we hope for salvation in him. This is the 
message the voice cried out.   

Because it is hard to distinguish word from voice, even John himself was thought to be the 
Christ. The voice was thought to be the word. But the voice acknowledged what it was, 
anxious not to give offence to the word. I am not the Christ, he said, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet. And the question came: Who are you, then? He replied: I am the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord.  

   The voice of one crying in the wilderness is the voice of one breaking the silence. Prepare 
the way for the Lord, he says, as though he were saying: “I speak out in order to lead him 
into your hearts, but he does not choose to come where I lead him unless you prepare the 
way for him”.   

   What does prepare the way mean, if not “pray well”? What does prepare the way mean, if 
not “be humble in your thoughts”? We should take our Reading from John the Baptist. He 
is thought to be the Christ; he declares he is not what they think. He does not take 
advantage of their mistake to further his own glory.   

   If he had said, “I am the Christ”, you can imagine how readily he would have been 
believed, since they believed he was the Christ even before he spoke. But he did not say it; 
he acknowledged what he was. He pointed out clearly who he was; he   humbled himself.   

   He saw where his salvation lay. He understood that he was a lamp, and his fear was that it 
might be blown out by the wind of pride. 
 

Monday 41, 52        !        44 
  
Isa. 8:16—9:1 -   Bind up the testimony, seal the teaching among my disciples. I will wait 
for the LORD, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. See, 
I and the children whom the LORD has given me are signs and portents in Israel from the 
LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. Now if people say to you, “Consult the ghosts 
and the familiar spirits that chirp and mutter; should not a people consult their gods, the 
dead on behalf of the living, for teaching and for instruction?” Surely, those who speak like 
this will have no dawn! They will pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry; 
when they are hungry, they will be enraged and will curse their king and their gods. They 



will turn their faces upward, or they will look to the earth, but will see only distress and 
darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they will be thrust into thick darkness.  
   But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will 
make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.          
 
(Zech 1:7-17) -   On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in 
the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son of 
Berechiah son of Iddo; and Zechariah said, In the night I saw a man riding on a red horse! 
He was standing among the myrtle trees in the glen; and behind him were red, sorrel, and 
white horses.  Then I said, “What are these, my lord?” The angel who talked with me said 
to me, “I will show you what they are.”  So the man who was standing among the myrtle 
trees answered, “They are those whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth.”  Then they 
spoke to the angel of the LORD who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We have 
patrolled the earth, and lo, the whole earth remains at peace.”  Then the angel of the 
LORD said, “O LORD of hosts, how long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and the 
cities of Judah, with which you have been angry these seventy years?”  Then the LORD 
replied with gracious and comforting words to the angel who talked with me.  So the angel 
who talked with me said to me, Proclaim this message: Thus says the LORD of hosts; I am 
very jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion.  And I am extremely angry with the nations that 
are at ease; for while I was only a little angry, they made the disaster worse.  Therefore, thus 
says the LORD, I have returned to Jerusalem with compassion; my house shall be built in 
it, says the LORD of hosts, and the measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.  
Proclaim further: Thus says the LORD of hosts: My cities shall again overflow with 
prosperity; the LORD will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem. 
 
2 Pet. 1:1-11 -   Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,  To those who have 
received a faith as precious as ours through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus 
Christ:  

  May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord.  

  His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Thus he has given us, 
through these things, his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
escape from the corruption that is in the world because of lust, and may become 
participants of the divine nature. For this very reason, you must make every effort to 
support your faith with goodness, and goodness with knowledge, and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, and godliness 
with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love. For if these things are yours and are 
increasing among you, they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For anyone who lacks these things is nearsighted and 
blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all 
the more eager to confirm your call and election, for if you do this, you will never stumble. 
For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be 
richly provided for you.          

Luke 22:39-53 -   He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and 
the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may 
not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt 
down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will 
but yours be done.” [Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. 
In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling down on the ground.] When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up 
and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”  

  While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the 
twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is 
it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” When those who were around him 
saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” Then one of 

 For as the neighbors of Zion have now seen your capture, so they soon will see your 
salvation by God, which will come to you with great glory and with the splendor of the 
Everlasting.  

 My children, endure with patience the wrath that has come upon you from God.  Your 
enemy has overtaken you, but you will soon see their destruction   and will tread upon their 
necks.  My pampered children have traveled rough roads; they were taken away like a flock 
carried off by the enemy.  
 Take courage, my children, and cry to God, for you will be remembered by the one who 
brought this upon you.  For just as you were disposed to go astray from God, return with 
tenfold zeal to seek him.  For the one who brought these calamities upon you   will bring 
you everlasting joy with your salvation. 
 
Rev. 22:6-11, 18-20 -   And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true, for the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what 
must soon take place.”  

  “See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this 
book.”  

  I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I 
fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me; but he said to me, 
“You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your comrades the prophets, and 
with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God!”  

  And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 
near. Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do 
right, and the holy still be holy.”  

  I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book; if anyone takes away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that person’s share in the 
tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.  
  The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus!          
 
Luke 1:57-66 -   Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they 
rejoiced with her.  

  On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to 
her, “None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning to his father to 
find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His 
name is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his 
tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and 
all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who 
heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the 
hand of the Lord was with him.  

 
From a commentary on Luke by the Venerable Bede, priest  (ca. 672-735) 

 
"And Mary said: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour."  
 
   The Lord has exalted me by a gift so great, so unheard of, that language is useless to 
describe it; and the depths of love in my heart can scarcely grasp it. I offer then all the 
powers of my soul in praise and thanksgiving. As I contemplate his greatness, which knows 
no limits, I joyfully surrender my whole life, my senses, my judgement, for my spirit 
rejoices in the eternal Godhead of that Jesus, that Saviour, whom I have conceived in this 
world of time.  
 
"The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name."  
 
   Mary looks back to the beginning of her song, where she said: "My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord." Only that soul for whom the Lord in his love does great things can 



given, eager to fulfil her duty as a cousin, hurried by her joy, she went up into the hill 
country. 

   Where could she hurry to except to the hills, filled with God as she was? The grace of the 
Holy Spirit does not admit of delays. And Mary’s arrival and the presence of her Son 
quickly show their effects: "As soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting her child leapt in 
her womb and she was filled with the Holy Spirit." 

   See the careful distinction in the choice of words. Elizabeth was the first to hear the voice 
but her son John was the first to feel the effects of grace. She heard as one hears in the 
natural course of things; he leapt because of the mystery that was there. She sensed the 
coming of Mary, he the coming of the Lord — the woman knew the woman, the child knew 
the child. The women speak of grace while inside them grace works on their babies. And by 
a double miracle the women prophesy under the inspiration of their unborn children. 

   The infant leapt and the mother was filled with the Spirit. The mother was not filled 
before her son: her son was filled with the Holy Spirit and in turn filled his mother. John 
leapt and so did Mary’s spirit. John leapt and filled Elizabeth with the Spirit; but we know 
that Mary was not filled but her spirit rejoiced. For the Incomprehensible was working 
incomprehensibly within his mother. Elizabeth had been filled with the Spirit after she 
conceived, but Mary before, at the moment the angel had come. “Blessed are you,” said 
Elizabeth, “who believed”. 

   You too, my people, are blessed, you who have heard and who believe. Every soul that 
believes — that soul both conceives and gives birth to the Word of God and recognises his 
works. 

   Let the soul of Mary be in each one of you, to proclaim the greatness of the Lord. Let the 
spirit of Mary be in each one of you, to rejoice in God. According to the flesh only one 
woman can be the mother of Christ but in the world of faith Christ is the fruit of all of us. 
For every soul can receive the Word of God if only it is pure and preserves itself in chastity 
and modesty. 

   The soul that has been able to reach this state proclaims the greatness of the Lord just as 
Mary did and rejoices in God its saviour just like her. 

   The Lord’s greatness is proclaimed, as you have read elsewhere, where it says Join me in 
magnifying the Lord. This does not mean that anything can be added to the Lord’s 
greatness by human words, but that he is magnified in us. Christ is the image of God and 
so any good or religious act that a soul performs magnifies that image of God in that soul, 
the God in whose likeness the soul itself was made. And thus the soul itself has some share 
in his greatness and is ennobled. 
 

Friday   93, 96        !        148, 150 
  
Isa. 33:17-22 -     Your eyes will see the king in his beauty; they will behold a land that 
stretches far away.  Your mind will muse on the terror: “Where is the one who counted? 
Where is the one who weighed the tribute? Where is the one who counted the towers?”  

 No longer will you see the insolent people, the people of an obscure speech that you 
cannot comprehend, stammering in a language that you cannot understand.  
 Look on Zion, the city of our appointed festivals! Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a quiet 
habitation, an immovable tent, whose stakes will never be pulled up, and none of whose 
ropes will be broken.  
 But there the LORD in majesty will be for us a place of broad rivers and streams, where no 
galley with oars can go, nor stately ship can pass.  

 For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our ruler, the LORD is our king; he will save us. 
           

(Baruch 4:21-29) - Take courage, my children, cry to God, and he will deliver you from 
the power and hand of the enemy.  For I have put my hope in the Everlasting to save you, 
and joy has come to me from the Holy One, because of the mercy that will soon come to 
you   from your everlasting savior.  

 For I sent you out with sorrow and weeping, but God will give you back to me with joy and 
gladness forever.  

them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more 
of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the 
officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out 
with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the 
temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!”  
 
From a discourse On the Contemplation of God by William of Saint Thierry, abbot (ca. 

1075-1148) 
 
    Truly you alone are the Lord.  Your dominion is our salvation, for to serve you is 
nothing else but to be saved by you!  O Lord, salvation is your gift and your blessing is 
upon your people; what else is your salvation but receiving from you the gift of loving you 
or being loved by you?  That, Lord, is why you willed that the Son at your right hand, the 
One whom you made strong for yourself, should be called Jesus, that is to say, Savior, for 
he will save his people from their sins, and there is no other in whom there is salvation.  He taught us to love 
him by first loving us, even to death on the cross.  By loving us and holding us so dear, he 
stirred us to love him who had first loved us to the end. 

   And this is clearly the reason: you first loved us so that we might love you--not because 
you needed our love, but because we could not be what you created us to be, except by 
loving you. 

   In many ways and on various occasions you spoke to our fathers through the prophets. 
 Now in these last days you have spoken to us in the Son, your Word; by him the heavens 
were established and all their powers came to be by the breath of his mouth. 

   For you to speak thus in your Son was to bring out in the light of day how much and in 
what way you loved us, for you did not spare your own Son but delivered him up for us all. 
 He also loved us and gave himself up for us. 

This, Lord, is your Word to us, this is your all-powerful message: while all things were in 
midnight silence (that is, were in the depths of error), he came from his royal throne, the 
stern conqueror of error and the gentle apostle of love. 

   Everything he did and everything he said on earth, even enduring the insults, the 
spitting, the buffeting--the cross and the grave--all of this was actually you speaking to us 
in your Son, appealing to us by your love and stirring up our love for you. 

   You know that this disposition could not be forced on our hearts, my God, since you 
created us; it must rather be elicited.  And this, for the further reason that there is no 
freedom where there is compulsion, and where freedom is lacking, so too is righteousness. 

   You wanted us to love you, then, we who could not with justice have been saved had we 
not loved you, nor could we have loved you except by your gift.  So, Lord, as the apostle of 
your love tells us, and as we have already said, you first loved us: you are first to love all 
those who love you. 

   Thus we hold you dear by the affection you have implanted in us.  You are the one 
supremely good and ultimate goodness.  Your love is your goodness, the Holy Spirit 
proceeding from the Father and the Son!  From the beginning of creation it was he who 
hovered over the waters--that is, over the wavering minds of us all, offering himself to all, 
drawing all things to himself.  By his inspiration and holy breath, by keeping us from harm 
and providing for our needs, he unites God to us and us to God. 
 

Tuesday 45        !        47, 48 
  
Isa. 9:1-7 -    But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time 
he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 
time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations.  

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness— on them light has shined.  
 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  

 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  



 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire.  

 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.            
 
(Zechariah 2:1-13) -   I looked up and saw a man with a measuring line in his hand.  Then 
I asked, “Where are you going?” He answered me, “To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its 
width and what is its length.”  Then the angel who talked with me came forward, and 
another angel came forward to meet him, and said to him, “Run, say to that young man: 
Jerusalem shall be inhabited like villages without walls, because of the multitude of people 
and animals in it.  For I will be a wall of fire all around it, says the LORD, and I will be the 
glory within it.”  

  Up, up! Flee from the land of the north, says the LORD; for I have spread you abroad like 
the four winds of heaven, says the LORD.  Up! Escape to Zion, you that live with daughter 
Babylon.  For thus said the LORD of hosts (after his glory sent me) regarding the nations 
that plundered you: Truly, one who touches you touches the apple of my eye.  See now, I 
am going to raise my hand against them, and they shall become plunder for their own 
slaves. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent me.  Sing and rejoice, O 
daughter Zion! For lo, I will come and dwell in your midst, says the LORD.  Many nations 
shall join themselves to the LORD on that day, and shall be my people; and I will dwell in 
your midst. And you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.  The LORD 
will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.  
  Be silent, all people, before the LORD; for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling. 
 
2 Pet. 1:12-21 -   Therefore I intend to keep on reminding you of these things, though you 
know them already and are established in the truth that has come to you. I think it right, as 
long as I am in this body, to refresh your memory, since I know that my death will come 
soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort so 
that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.  
  For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 
received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We 
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 
mountain.  

  So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to 
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter 
of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and 
women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.         
 
Luke 22:54-69 -   Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in the 
middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a servant-girl, 
seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” But he 
denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” A little later someone else, on seeing him, 
said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” Then about an hour 
later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” 
But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” At that moment, while he 
was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, 
you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.  
  Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also 
blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” They kept 
heaping many other insults on him.  

people Israel for yourself to be your people forever; and you, O LORD, became their God. 
And now, O LORD God, as for the word that you have spoken concerning your servant 
and concerning his house, confirm it forever; do as you have promised. Thus your name 
will be magnified forever in the saying, ‘The LORD of hosts is God over Israel’; and the 
house of your servant David will be established before you. For you, O LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel, have made this revelation to your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a house’; 
therefore your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you. And now, O Lord 
GOD, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promised this good thing to 
your servant; now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it 
may continue forever before you; for you, O Lord GOD, have spoken, and with your 
blessing shall the house of your servant be blessed forever.” 
 
Rev. 21:22—22:5 -   I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and there 
will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But 
nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.  
  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side 
of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; 
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found 
there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 
worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will 
be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, 
and they will reign forever and ever.         
 
Luke 1:39-56 -    In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 
Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,  
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed;  

 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  
 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  
 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts.  

 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;  
 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  
 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  
 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 
forever.”  

  And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.  
 

From a commentary on Luke by Saint Ambrose, bishop (ca. 337-397) 
 
   The angel Gabriel had announced the news of something that was as yet hidden and so, to 
buttress the Virgin Mary’s faith by means of a real example, he told her also that an old and 
sterile woman had conceived, showing that everything that God willed was possible to God. 

   When Mary heard this she did not disbelieve the prophecy, she was not uncertain of the 
message, she did not doubt the example: but happy because of the promise that had been 



   Tearful Adam with his sorrowing family begs this of you, O loving Virgin, in their exile 
from Paradise. Abraham begs it, David begs it. All the other holy patriarchs, your 
ancestors, ask it of you, as they dwell in the country of the shadow of death. This is what the 
whole earth waits for, prostrate at your feet. It is right in doing so, for on your word 
depends comfort for the wretched, ransom for the captive, freedom for the condemned, 
indeed, salvation for all the sons of Adam, the whole of your race. 

   Answer quickly, O Virgin. Reply in haste to the angel, or rather through the angel to the 
Lord. Answer with a word, receive the Word of God. Speak your own word, conceive the 
divine Word. Breathe a passing word, embrace the eternal Word. 

   Why do you delay, why are you afraid? Believe, give praise, and receive. Let humility be 
bold, let modesty be confident. This is no time for virginal simplicity to forget prudence. 
In this matter alone, O prudent Virgin, do not fear to be presumptuous. Though modest 
silence is pleasing, dutiful speech is now more necessary. Open your heart to faith, O 
blessed Virgin, your lips to praise, your womb to the Creator. See, the desired of all 
nations is at your door, knocking to enter. If he should pass by because of your delay, in 
sorrow you would begin to seek him afresh, the One whom your soul loves. Arise, hasten, 
open. Arise in faith, hasten in devotion, open in praise and thanksgiving. "Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord," she says, "be it done to me according to your word." 
 
Thursday    80        !        146, 147 
  
Isa. 29:13-24 -     The Lord said: Because these people draw near with their mouths and 
honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their worship of me is a 
human commandment learned by rote;  
 so I will again do amazing things with this people, shocking and amazing. The wisdom of 
their wise shall perish, and the discernment of the discerning shall be hidden.    

    Ha! You who hide a plan too deep for the LORD, whose deeds are in the dark, and who 
say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?”  
 You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay? Shall the thing 
made say of its maker, “He did not make me”; or the thing formed say of the one who 
formed it, “He has no understanding”?    

    Shall not Lebanon in a very little while become a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be 
regarded as a forest?  
 On that day the deaf shall hear the words of a scroll, and out of their gloom and darkness 
the eyes of the blind shall see.  
 The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, and the neediest people shall exult in the 
Holy One of Israel.  
 For the tyrant shall be no more, and the scoffer shall cease to be; all those alert to do evil 
shall be cut off—  those who cause a person to lose a lawsuit, who set a trap for the arbiter in 
the gate, and without grounds deny justice to the one in the right.    

    Therefore thus says the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob: 
No longer shall Jacob be ashamed, no longer shall his face grow pale.  
 For when he sees his children, the work of my hands, in his midst, they will sanctify my 
name; they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.  

 And those who err in spirit will come to understanding, and those who grumble will accept 
instruction.            
 
(2 Samuel 7:18-29) -   Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and said, 
“Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? And 
yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord GOD; you have spoken also of your servant’s 
house for a great while to come. May this be instruction for the people, O Lord GOD! And 
what more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O Lord GOD! Because of 
your promise, and according to your own heart, you have wrought all this greatness, so that 
your servant may know it. Therefore you are great, O LORD God; for there is no one like 
you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 
Who is like your people, like Israel? Is there another nation on earth whose God went to 
redeem it as a people, and to make a name for himself, doing great and awesome things for 
them, by driving out before his people nations and their gods? And you established your 

  When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, 
gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They said, “If you are the 
Messiah, tell us.” He replied, “If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I question you, you 
will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the 
power of God.”  
 

From the Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis (ca. 1380-1471) 
 
   Do not care much who is with you and who is against you; but make it your greatest care 
that God is with you in everything you do. 

   Have a good conscience, and God will defend you securely; no one can hurt you if God 
wishes to help you. If you know how to suffer in silence, you will surely receive God's help. 
Since he knows best the time and the way to set you free, resign yourself to him, for God 
helps you and frees you from all confusion. 

It is often good for us, and helps us to remain humble, if others know our weaknesses and 
confront us with them. 

   When a man humbles himself for his faults, he more easily pleases others and mollifies 
those he has angered. 

   God protects and frees a humble man; he loves and consoles a humble man; he favors a 
humble man; he showers him with graces; then, after his suffering, God raises him up to 
glory. 

   He reveals his secrets to a humble man and in his kindness invitingly draws that man to 
himself. When a humble man is brought to confusion, he experiences peace, because he 
stands firm in God and not in this world. Do not think that you have made any progress 
unless you feel that you are the lowest of all men. 

   Above all things, keep peace within yourself, then you will be able to create peace among 
others. It is better to be peaceful than learned. 

   The passionate man often thinks evil of a good man and easily believes the worst; a good 
and peaceful man turns all things to good. 

   A man who lives at peace suspects no one. But a man who is tense and agitated by evil is 
troubled with all kinds of suspicions; he is never at peace with himself, nor does he permit 
others to be at peace. 

   He often speaks when he should be silent, and he fails to say what would be truly useful. 
He is well aware of the obligations of others but neglects his own. 

So be zealous first of all with yourself, and then you will be more justified in expressing 
zeal for your neighbor. 

   You are good at excusing and justifying your own deeds, and yet you will not listen to the 
excuses of others. It would be more just to accuse yourself and excuse your neighbor. 

   If you wish others to put up with you, first put up with them. 
 

Wednesday  119:49-72        !        49, [53] 
  
Isa. 9:8-17 -     The Lord sent a word against Jacob, and it fell on Israel;  
 and all the people knew it— Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria— but in pride and 
arrogance of heart they said:  

 “The bricks have fallen, but we will build with dressed stones; the sycamores have been cut 
down, but we will put cedars in their place.”  

 So the LORD raised adversaries against them, and stirred up their enemies,  
 the Arameans on the east and the Philistines on the west, and they devoured Israel with 
open mouth. For all this his anger has not turned away; his hand is stretched out still.    

    The people did not turn to him who struck them, or seek the LORD of hosts.  
 So the LORD cut off from Israel head and tail, palm branch and reed in one day—  

 elders and dignitaries are the head, and prophets who teach lies are the tail;  
 for those who led this people led them astray, and those who were led by them were left in 
confusion.  
 That is why the Lord did not have pity on their young people, or compassion on their 
orphans and widows; for everyone was godless and an evildoer, and every mouth spoke 
folly. For all this his anger has not turned away, his hand is stretched out still.            
 



(Zechariah 3:1-10) -   Then he showed me the high priest Joshua standing before the angel 
of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.  And the LORD said to 
Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
you! Is not this man a brand plucked from the fire?”  Now Joshua was dressed with filthy 
clothes as he stood before the angel.  The angel said to those who were standing before 
him, “Take off his filthy clothes.” And to him he said, “See, I have taken your guilt away 
from you, and I will clothe you with festal apparel.”  And I said, “Let them put a clean 
turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with the 
apparel; and the angel of the LORD was standing by.  

  Then the angel of the LORD assured Joshua, saying “Thus says the LORD of hosts: If you 
will walk in my ways and keep my requirements, then you shall rule my house and have 
charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who are standing 
here.  Now listen, Joshua, high priest, you and your colleagues who sit before you! For they 
are an omen of things to come: I am going to bring my servant the Branch.  For on the 
stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with seven facets, I will engrave its 
inscription, says the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the guilt of this land in a single day.  
On that day, says the LORD of hosts, you shall invite each other to come under your vine 
and fig tree.” 
 
2 Pet. 2:1-10a -   But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive opinions. They will even deny 
the Master who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. Even so, many will 
follow their licentious ways, and because of these teachers the way of truth will be 
maligned. And in their greed they will exploit you with deceptive words. Their 
condemnation, pronounced against them long ago, has not been idle, and their 
destruction is not asleep.  

  For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 
committed them to chains of deepest darkness to be kept until the judgment; and if he did 
not spare the ancient world, even though he saved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with 
seven others, when he brought a flood on a world of the ungodly; and if by turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction and made them 
an example of what is coming to the ungodly; and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man 
greatly distressed by the licentiousness of the lawless (for that righteous man, living among 
them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by their lawless deeds that he saw 
and heard), then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial, and to keep the 
unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment —especially those who indulge 
their flesh in depraved lust, and who despise authority.         
 
Mark 1:1-8 -   The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 
will prepare your way;  

 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,’”  

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
 

From a treatise Against Heresies by Saint Irenaeus, Bishop (d. ca 202) 
 
   There is one God, who by the Word and Wisdom created and arranged all things. Now 
this is His Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, who in the last times was made a man among men, 
that He might join the end to the beginning, that is, man to God. 

   Wherefore the prophets, receiving the prophetic gift from the same Word, announced 
His advent according to the flesh, by which the blending and communion of God and man 
took place according to the good pleasure of the Father, the Word of God foretelling from 

give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD 
will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I 
will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. When he 
commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by 
human beings. But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom 
I put away from before you. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me; your throne shall be established forever. In accordance with all these words and 
with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 
 
Rev. 21:9-21 -   Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And 
in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. It has the glory of God and a radiance 
like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal. It has a great, high wall with twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes 
of the Israelites; on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, 
and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them 
are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  

  The angel who talked to me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates 
and walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width; and he measured the 
city with his rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal. He also 
measured its wall, one hundred forty-four cubits by human measurement, which the angel 
was using. The wall is built of jasper, while the city is pure gold, clear as glass. The 
foundations of the wall of the city are adorned with every jewel; the first was jasper, the 
second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, 
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh 
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates are twelve pearls, each of the gates is a 
single pearl, and the street of the city is pure gold, transparent as glass.         
 
Luke 1:26-38 -   In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing 
will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
 

From a sermon by Saint Bernard, abbot (1090-1153) 
 

The whole world awaits Mary's reply 
 
   You have heard, O Virgin, that you will conceive and bear a son; you have heard that it 
will not be by man but by the Holy Spirit. The angel awaits an answer; it is time for him to 
return to God who sent him. We too are waiting, O Lady, for your word of compassion; 
the sentence of condemnation weighs heavily upon us. 

   The price of our salvation is offered to you. We shall be set free at once if you consent. In 
the eternal Word of God we all came to be, and behold, we die. In your brief response we 
are to be remade in order to be recalled to life. 



they had no power to be saved. For this reason Paul speaks of the weakness of man, and 
says: "I know that no good dwells in my flesh," meaning that the blessing of our salvation 
comes not from us but from God. Again, he says: "I am a wretched man; who will free me 
from this body doomed to die?" Then he speaks of a liberator, "thanks to Jesus Christ our 
Lord."  
 
Isaiah says the same: "Hands that are feeble, grow strong! Knees that are weak, take 
courage! Hearts that are faint, grow strong! Fear not; see, our God is judgement and he 
will repay. He himself will come and save us." He means that we could not be saved of 
ourselves but only with God’s help. 
 

Wednesday   72        !        111, 113 
  
Isa. 28:9-22 -     “Whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he explain the 
message? Those who are weaned from milk, those taken from the breast?  

 For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here 
a little, there a little.”    

    Truly, with stammering lip and with alien tongue he will speak to this people,  
 to whom he has said, “This is rest; give rest to the weary; and this is repose”; yet they 
would not hear.  

 Therefore the word of the LORD will be to them, “Precept upon precept, precept upon 
precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little;” in order that they may 
go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.    

    Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you scoffers who rule this people in Jerusalem.  
 Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an 
agreement; when the overwhelming scourge passes through it will not come to us; for we 
have made lies our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”;  

 therefore thus says the Lord GOD, See, I am laying in Zion a foundation stone, a tested 
stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: “One who trusts will not panic.”  
 And I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plummet; hail will sweep away the 
refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the shelter.  
 Then your covenant with death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not 
stand; when the overwhelming scourge passes through you will be beaten down by it.  
 As often as it passes through, it will take you; for morning by morning it will pass through, 
by day and by night; and it will be sheer terror to understand the message.  

 For the bed is too short to stretch oneself on it, and the covering too narrow to wrap 
oneself in it.  

 For the LORD will rise up as on Mount Perazim, he will rage as in the valley of Gibeon; to 
do his deed—strange is his deed! and to work his work—alien is his work!  

 Now therefore do not scoff, or your bonds will be made stronger; for I have heard a decree 
of destruction from the Lord GOD of hosts upon the whole land.            
 
(2 Samuel 7:1-17) - Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given 
him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, 
I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”  
  But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the 
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 
Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 
more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 

the beginning that God should be seen by men, and hold converse with them upon earth, 
should confer with them, and should be present with His own creation, saving it, and 
becoming capable of being perceived by it, and freeing us from the hands of all that hate 
us, that is, from every spirit of wickedness; and causing us to serve Him in holiness and 
righteousness all our days, in order that man, having embraced the Spirit of God, might 
pass into the glory of the Father. 

   These things did the prophets set forth in a prophetical manner.  As the Lord Himself 
says, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." But in respect to His greatness, 
and His wonderful glory, "no man shall see God and live," for the Father is 
incomprehensible; but in regard to His love, and kindness, and as to His infinite power, 
even this He grants to those who love Him, that is, to see God, which thing the prophets 
did also predict. "For those things that are impossible with men, are possible with God." 

   For man does not see God by his own powers; but when He pleases He is seen by men, by 
whom He wills, and when He wills, and as He wills. For God is powerful in all things, 
having been seen at that time indeed, prophetically through the Spirit, and seen, too, 
adoptively through the Son; and He shall also be seen paternally in the kingdom of heaven, 
the Spirit truly preparing man in the Son of God, and the Son leading him to the Father, 
while the Father, too, confers upon him incorruption for eternal life, which comes to 
every one from the fact of his seeing God. 

   For as those who see the light are within the light sharing its brilliance, so those who see 
God are in God, and sharing his glory, and that glory gives them life.  To see God is to 
share in life. 
 

Thursday    50        !        [59, 60] or  33 
  
Isa. 9:18—10:4 -     For wickedness burned like a fire, consuming briers and thorns; it 
kindled the thickets of the forest, and they swirled upward in a column of smoke.  

 Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts the land was burned, and the people became like 
fuel for the fire; no one spared another.  

 They gorged on the right, but still were hungry, and they devoured on the left, but were 
not satisfied; they devoured the flesh of their own kindred;  
 Manasseh devoured Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh, and together they were against 
Judah. For all this his anger has not turned away; his hand is stretched out still.    

    Ah, you who make iniquitous decrees, who write oppressive statutes,  

 to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right, that 
widows may be your spoil, and that you may make the orphans your prey!  

 What will you do on the day of punishment, in the calamity that will come from far away? 
To whom will you flee for help, and where will you leave your wealth,  

 so as not to crouch among the prisoners or fall among the slain? For all this his anger has 
not turned away; his hand is stretched out still.            
 
(Zechariah 4:1-14) -   The angel who talked with me came again, and wakened me, as one 
is wakened from sleep.  He said to me, “What do you see?” And I said, “I see a lampstand 
all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it; there are seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each 
of the lamps that are on the top of it.  And by it there are two olive trees, one on the right 
of the bowl and the other on its left.”  I said to the angel who talked with me, “What are 
these, my lord?”  Then the angel who talked with me answered me, “Do you not know what 
these are?” I said, “No, my lord.”  He said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to 
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says the LORD of hosts.  What 
are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain; and he shall 
bring out the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’”  

  Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid 
the foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know that the 
LORD of hosts has sent me to you.  For whoever has despised the day of small things shall 
rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel.   “These seven are the eyes of 
the LORD, which range through the whole earth.”  Then I said to him, “What are these two 
olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?”  And a second time I said to him, 
“What are these two branches of the olive trees, which pour out the oil through the two 



golden pipes?”  He said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.”  
Then he said, “These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” 
 
2 Pet. 2:10b-16 - Bold and willful, they are not afraid to slander the glorious ones,  
whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not bring against them a slanderous 
judgment from the Lord.  These people, however, are like irrational animals, mere 
creatures of instinct, born to be caught and killed. They slander what they do not 
understand, and when those creatures are destroyed, they also will be destroyed,  suffering 
the penalty for doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are 
blots and blemishes, reveling in their dissipation while they feast with you.  They have eyes 
full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in 
greed. Accursed children!  They have left the straight road and have gone astray, following 
the road of Balaam son of Bosor, who loved the wages of doing wrong,  but was rebuked for 
his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with a human voice and restrained the 
prophet’s madness.  
 
Matt. 3:1-12 -    In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom 
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”  

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.  

  But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy 
of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.  

  “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
 

From the dogmatic constitution on Divine Revelation of the Second Vatican Council 
(Dei Verbum nn.3-4) 

 
God, who through the Word creates all things and keeps them in existence, gives men an 
enduring witness to Himself in created realities. Planning to make known the way of 
heavenly salvation, He went further and from the start manifested Himself to our first 
parents. 

   Then after their fall His promise of redemption aroused in them the hope of being saved 
and from that time on He ceaselessly kept the human race in His care, to give eternal life to 
those who perseveringly do good in search of salvation. 

   Then, at the time He had appointed He called Abraham in order to make of him a great 
nation. Through the patriarchs, and after them through Moses and the prophets, He 
taught this people to acknowledge Himself the one living and true God, provident father 
and just judge, and to wait for the Savior promised by Him, and in this manner prepared 
the way for the Gospel down through the centuries.  Then, after speaking in many and 
varied ways through the prophets, "now at last in these days God has spoken to us in His 
Son." 

   For He sent His Son, the eternal Word, who enlightens all men, so that He might dwell 
among men and tell them of the innermost being of God. Jesus Christ, therefore, the 
Word made flesh, was sent as "a man to men."   He "speaks the words of God," and 
completes the work of salvation which His Father gave Him to do. 

   To see Jesus is to see His Father. For this reason Jesus perfected revelation by fulfilling it 
through his whole work of making Himself present and manifesting Himself: through His 
words and deeds, His signs and wonders, but especially through His death and glorious 

 
Luke 1:5-25 -   In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, 
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her 
name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according 
to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.  

  Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen 
by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and 
offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people 
was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right 
side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear 
overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer 
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You 
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the 
sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their 
God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that 
this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I 
am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to 
bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things 
occur.”  

  Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he 
had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to 
speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home.  

  After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in 
seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on 
me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.”  
 

From a treatise Against Heresies by Saint Irenaeus, bishop (d. ca. 202) 
 
The operation of the redeeming Incarnation 
 
God is man’s glory. Man is the vessel which receives God’s action and all his wisdom and 
power.  
 
Just as a doctor is judged in his care for the sick, so God is revealed in his conduct with 
men. That is Paul’s reason for saying: "God has made the whole world prisoner of unbelief 
that he may have mercy on all." He was speaking of man, who was disobedient to God, and 
cast off from immortality, and then found mercy, receiving through the Son of God the 
adoption he brings.  
 
If man, without being puffed up or boastful, has a right belief regarding created things and 
their divine Creator, who, having given them being, holds them all in his power, and if 
man perseveres in God’s love, and in obedience and gratitude to him, he will receive 
greater glory from him. It will be a glory which will grow ever brighter until he takes on the 
likeness of the one who died for him.  
 
He it was who "took on the likeness of sinful flesh," to condemn sin and rid the flesh of 
sin, as now condemned. He wanted to invite man to take on his likeness, appointing man 
"an imitator" of God, establishing man in a way of life in obedience to the Father that 
would lead to the vision of God, and endowing man with power to receive the Father. He is 
the Word of God who dwelt with man and became "the Son of Man" to open the way for 
man to receive God, for God to dwell with man, according to the will of the Father.  
 
For this reason "the Lord himself gave as the sign" of our salvation, "the one who was born 
of the Virgin, Emmanuel." "It was the Lord himself who saved them," for of themselves 



   On that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that is 
left of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Ethiopia, from Elam, 
from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea.  

 He will raise a signal for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.  
 The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, the hostility of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall 
not be jealous of Judah, and Judah shall not be hostile towards Ephraim.  

 But they shall swoop down on the backs of the Philistines in the west, together they shall 
plunder the people of the east. They shall put forth their hand against Edom and Moab, 
and the Ammonites shall obey them.  

 And the LORD will utterly destroy the tongue of the sea of Egypt; and will wave his hand 
over the River with his scorching wind; and will split it into seven channels, and make a way 
to cross on foot;  so there shall be a highway from Assyria for the remnant that is left of his 
people, as there was for Israel when they came up from the land of Egypt.            
 
(1 Samuel 2:1b-10) - “My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My 
mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in my victory.    

    “There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our 
God.  Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the 
LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.  The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 
bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  

 The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up.  

 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts.  

 He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit 
with princes   and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’S, and 
on them he has set the world.    

    “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; 
for not by might does one prevail.  

 The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most High will thunder in heaven. The 
LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his king, and exalt the power 
of his anointed.” 
 
Rev. 20:11—21:8 -   Then I saw a great white throne and the one who sat on it; the earth 
and the heaven fled from his presence, and no place was found for them. And I saw the 
dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Also another 
book was opened, the book of life. And the dead were judged according to their works, as 
recorded in the books. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it, Death and Hades gave 
up the dead that were in them, and all were judged according to what they had done. Then 
Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of 
fire; and anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the 
lake of fire.  
   Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will 
dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;  

 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  

  And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these 
things, and I will be their God and they will be my children. But as for the cowardly, the 
faithless, the polluted, the murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all 
liars, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 
death.”          

resurrection from the dead and final sending of the Spirit of truth. Moreover He 
confirmed with divine testimony what revelation proclaimed, that God is with us to free us 
from the darkness of sin and death, and to raise us up to life eternal. 

   The Christian dispensation, therefore, as the new and definitive covenant, will never pass 
away and we now await no further new public revelation before the glorious manifestation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Friday  40, 54        !        51 
  
Isa. 10:5-19 -     Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger— the club in their hands is my fury!  

 Against a godless nation I send him, and against the people of my wrath I command him, 
to take spoil and seize plunder, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.  
 But this is not what he intends, nor does he have this in mind; but it is in his heart to 
destroy, and to cut off nations not a few.  

 For he says: “Are not my commanders all kings?  Is not Calno like Carchemish? Is not 
Hamath like Arpad? Is not Samaria like Damascus?  As my hand has reached to the 
kingdoms of the idols whose images were greater than those of Jerusalem and Samaria,  
shall I not do to Jerusalem and her idols what I have done to Samaria and her images?”  

   When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will punish 
the arrogant boasting of the king of Assyria and his haughty pride. For he says: “By the 
strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I have understanding; I have 
removed the boundaries of peoples, and have plundered their treasures; like a bull I have 
brought down those who sat on thrones.  

 My hand has found, like a nest, the wealth of the peoples; and as one gathers eggs that have 
been forsaken, so I have gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved a wing, or 
opened its mouth, or chirped.”    

    Shall the ax vaunt itself over the one who wields it, or the saw magnify itself against the 
one who handles it? As if a rod should raise the one who lifts it up, or as if a staff should 
lift the one who is not wood!  

 Therefore the Sovereign, the LORD of hosts, will send wasting sickness among his stout 
warriors, and under his glory a burning will be kindled, like the burning of fire.  

 The light of Israel will become a fire, and his Holy One a flame; and it will burn and 
devour his thorns and briers in one day.  The glory of his forest and his fruitful land the 
LORD will destroy, both soul and body, and it will be as when an invalid wastes away.  

 The remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few that a child can write them down.          
 
(Zechariah 7:8-8:8) -   The word of the LORD came to Zechariah, saying: Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; do not 
oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts 
against one another.  But they refused to listen, and turned a stubborn shoulder, and 
stopped their ears in order not to hear.  They made their hearts adamant in order not to 
hear the law and the words that the LORD of hosts had sent by his spirit through the 
former prophets. Therefore great wrath came from the LORD of hosts.  Just as, when I 
called, they would not hear, so, when they called, I would not hear, says the LORD of 
hosts, and I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations that they had not 
known. Thus the land they left was desolate, so that no one went to and fro, and a pleasant 
land was made desolate.  

  The word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am 
jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath.  Thus says 
the LORD: I will return to Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; Jerusalem shall 
be called the faithful city, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts shall be called the holy 
mountain.  Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the 
streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of their great age.  And the streets of 
the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets.  Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
Even though it seems impossible to the remnant of this people in these days, should it also 
seem impossible to me, says the LORD of hosts?  Thus says the LORD of hosts: I will save 
my people from the east country and from the west country; and I will bring them to live in 



Jerusalem. They shall be my people and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in 
righteousness. 
 
2 Pet. 2:17-22 -    These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm; for them the 
deepest darkness has been reserved. For they speak bombastic nonsense, and with 
licentious desires of the flesh they entice people who have just escaped from those who live 
in error. They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; for 
people are slaves to whatever masters them. For if, after they have escaped the defilements 
of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than the 
first. For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness 
than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment that was passed on to 
them. It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “The dog turns back to its 
own vomit,” and, “The sow is washed only to wallow in the mud.”          
 
Matt. 11:2-15 -   When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive 
their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 
me.”  

   As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to 
see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 
is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 
will prepare your way before you.’  

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by 
force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you are willing 
to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears listen!  
 

From a discourse on the Psalms by Saint Augustine, bishop (354-430) 
 
   In the anguish of my heart I groaned aloud. There is a hidden anguish which is inaudible 
to men. Yet when a man's heart is so taken up with some particular concern that the hurt 
inside finds vocal expression, one looks for the reason. And one will say to oneself: 
perhaps this is what causes his anguish, or perhaps such and such has happened to him. But 
who can be certain of the cause except God, who hears and sees his anguish? Therefore the 
psalmist says: In the anguish of my heart I groaned aloud. For if men hear at all, they 
usually hear only bodily groaning and know nothing of the anguish of the heart from which 
it issues. 

   Who then knows the cause of man's groaning? All my desire is before you. No, it is not 
open before other men, for they cannot understand the heart; but before you is all my 
desire. If your desire lies open to him who is your Father and who sees all in secret, he will 
answer you. 

   For the desire of your heart is itself your prayer. And if the desire is constant, so is your 
prayer. The Apostle Paul had a purpose in saying: Pray without ceasing. Are we then 
ceaselessly to bend our knees, to lie prostrate, or to lift up our hands? Is this what is meant 
in saying: Pray without ceasing? Even if we admit that we pray in this fashion, I do not 
believe that we can do so all the time. 

   Yet there is another, interior kind of prayer without ceasing, namely, the desire of the 
heart. Whatever else you may be doing, if you but fix your desire on God's Sabbath rest, 
your prayer will be ceaseless. Therefore, if you wish to pray without ceasing, do not cease to 
desire. 

   The constancy of your desire will itself be the ceaseless voice of your prayer. And that 
voice of your prayer will be silent only when your love ceases. For who are silent? Those of 
whom it is said: Because evil has abounded, the love of many will grow cold. 

John 5:30-47 -   “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is 
just, because I seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me.  

  “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who testifies on my 
behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. You sent messengers to John, and he 
testified to the truth. Not that I accept such human testimony, but I say these things so that 
you may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a 
while in his light. But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has 
given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father 
has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have 
never heard his voice or seen his form, and you do not have his word abiding in you, 
because you do not believe him whom he has sent.  

  “You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept 
glory from human beings. But I know that you do not have the love of God in you. I have 
come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; if another comes in his own name, 
you will accept him. How can you believe when you accept glory from one another and do 
not seek the glory that comes from the one who alone is God? Do not think that I will 
accuse you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If 
you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe 
what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?”  
 

From a letter to Diognetus 
 
   No man has ever seen God or known him, but God has revealed himself to us through 
faith, by which alone it is possible to see him. God, the Lord and maker of all things, who 
created the world and set it in order, not only loved man but was also patient with him. So 
he has always been, and is, and will be: kind, good, free from anger, truthful; indeed, he 
and he alone is good. 

   He devised a plan, a great and wonderful plan, and shared it only with his Son. As long as 
he preserved this secrecy and kept his own wise counsel he seemed to be neglecting us, to 
have no concern for us. But when through his beloved Son he revealed and made public 
what he had prepared from the very beginning, he gave us all at once gifts such as we could 
never have dreamt of, even sight and knowledge of himself. 

   When God had made all his plans in consultation with his Son, he waited until a later 
time, allowing us to follow our own whim, to be swept along by unruly passions, to be led 
astray by pleasure and desire. Not that he was pleased by our sins: he only tolerated them. 
Not that he approved of that time of sin: he was planning this era of holiness. When we had 
been shown to be undeserving of life, his goodness was to make us worthy of it. When we 
had made it clear that we could not enter God’s kingdom by our own power, we were to be 
enabled to do so by the power of God. 

   When our wickedness had reached its culmination, it became clear that retribution was at 
hand in the shape of suffering and death. The time came then for God to make known his 
kindness and power (how immeasurable is God’s generosity and love!). He did not show 
hatred for us or reject us or take vengeance; instead, he was patient with us, bore with us, 
and in compassion took our sins upon himself; he gave his own Son as the price of our 
redemption, the holy one to redeem the wicked, the sinless one to redeem sinners, the just 
one to redeem the unjust, the incorruptible one to redeem the corruptible, the immortal 
one to redeem mortals. For what else could have covered our sins but his sinlessness? 
Where else could we, wicked and sinful as we were, have found the means of holiness except 
in the Son of God alone? 

   How wonderful a transformation, how mysterious a design, how inconceivable a blessing! 
The wickedness of the many is covered up in the holy One, and the holiness of One 
sanctifies many sinners. 
 

Tuesday  66, 67        !        116, 117 
  
Isa. 11:10-16 -   On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  



evangelist declares the faithful to have been "born not of blood, nor of the desire of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 
 

Monday  61, 62        !        112, 115 
  
Isa. 11:1-9 -  A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots.  

 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.   He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear;  

 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked.  

 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  

    The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the 
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  

 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox.  

 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den.  
 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.          
 
(Zephaniah 3:14-20) - Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult 
with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  The LORD has taken away the judgments 
against you, he has turned away your enemies.  The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your 
midst; you shall fear disaster no more.  On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not 
fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a 
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his 
love; he will exult over you with loud singing  as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster 
from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.  

 I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.  And I will save the lame   and gather the 
outcast, and I will change their shame into praise   and renown in all the earth.  At that 
time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned 
and praised   among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes   before your 
eyes, says the LORD. 
 
Rev. 20:1-10 -   Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the 
key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who 
is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, 
and locked and sealed it over him, so that he would deceive the nations no more, until the 
thousand years were ended. After that he must be let out for a little while.  
  Then I saw thrones, and those seated on them were given authority to judge. I also saw the 
souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of 
God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their 
foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (The 
rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first 
resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. Over these the 
second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will 
reign with him a thousand years.  

  When the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come 
out to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, in order to 
gather them for battle; they are as numerous as the sands of the sea. They marched up over 
the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And 
fire came down from heaven and consumed them. And the devil who had deceived them 
was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet were, and 
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.          
 

   The chilling of love means that the heart is silent; while burning love is the outcry of the 
heart. If your love is without ceasing, you are crying out always; if you always cry out, you 
are always desiring; and if you desire, you are calling to mind your eternal rest in the Lord. 

   All my desire is before you. What if the desire of our heart is before him, but not our 
groaning? But how is that possible, since the groaning is the voice of our desire? And 
therefore it is said: My groaning is not concealed from you. It may be concealed from men, 
but it is not concealed from you. Sometimes God's servant seems to be saying in his 
humility: My anguish is not concealed from you. At other times he seems to be laughing. 
Does that mean that the desire of his heart has died within him? If the desire is there, then 
the groaning is there as well. Even if men fail to hear it, it never ceases to sound in the 
hearing of God. 
 

Saturday  55        !        138, 139:1-17(18-23) 
  
Isa. 10:20-27 -   On that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob 
will no more lean on the one who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy One 
of Israel, in truth. A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God. For 
though your people Israel were like the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will return. 
Destruction is decreed, overflowing with righteousness. For the Lord GOD of hosts will 
make a full end, as decreed, in all the earth.  

  Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts: O my people, who live in Zion, do not be 
afraid of the Assyrians when they beat you with a rod and lift up their staff against you as 
the Egyptians did. For in a very little while my indignation will come to an end, and my 
anger will be directed to their destruction. The LORD of hosts will wield a whip against 
them, as when he struck Midian at the rock of Oreb; his staff will be over the sea, and he 
will lift it as he did in Egypt. On that day his burden will be removed from your shoulder, 
and his yoke will be destroyed from your neck.    
 
(Zechariah 8:9-17) -   Thus says the LORD of hosts: Let your hands be strong—you that 
have recently been hearing these words from the mouths of the prophets who were present 
when the foundation was laid for the rebuilding of the temple, the house of the LORD of 
hosts.  For before those days there were no wages for people or for animals, nor was there 
any safety from the foe for those who went out or came in, and I set them all against one 
other.  But now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as in the former days, says 
the LORD of hosts.  For there shall be a sowing of peace; the vine shall yield its fruit, the 
ground shall give its produce, and the skies shall give their dew; and I will cause the 
remnant of this people to possess all these things.  Just as you have been a cursing among 
the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you and you shall be a 
blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong.  

  For thus says the LORD of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when 
your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the LORD of hosts, so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; do 
not be afraid.  These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another, 
render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, do not devise evil in your 
hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all these are things that I hate, says 
the LORD. 
 
Jude 17-25 -   But you, beloved, must remember the predictions of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; for they said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, indulging 
their own ungodly lusts.” It is these worldly people, devoid of the Spirit, who are causing 
divisions. But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy 
Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on some who are wavering; save others by 
snatching them out of the fire; and have mercy on still others with fear, hating even the 
tunic defiled by their bodies.  
  Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish 
in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and 
forever. Amen.          



 
Luke 3:1-9 -    In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.  

 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;  

 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”  
  John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.”  
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Isa. 42:1-12 -     Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  

 He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;  
 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will 
faithfully bring forth justice.  He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established 
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.    

    Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 
out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to 
those who walk in it:  I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you 
by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the 
nations,  to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness.  
 I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.  
 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring 
forth, I tell you of them.    

    Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth! Let the sea roar and 
all that fills it, the coastlands and their inhabitants.  

 Let the desert and its towns lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar inhabits; let the 
inhabitants of Sela sing for joy, let them shout from the tops of the mountains.  
 Let them give glory to the LORD, and declare his praise in the coastlands.          
 
(Genesis 3:8-15) -   They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the 
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  But the LORD God called to the man, and 
said to him, “Where are you?”  He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate.”  Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals   and among all wild 
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat   all the days of your life.  

 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 

Eph. 6:10-20 -    Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on 
the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For 
our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may 
be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand 
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the 
gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to 
quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  

  Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a 
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.         
 
John 3:16-21 -  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  

  “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; 
but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all 
who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 
their deeds have been done in God.”  
 

From a letter by Saint Leo the Great, pope (ca. 400-461) 
 
To speak of our Lord, the son of the Blessed Virgin Mary, as true and perfect man is of no 
value to us if we do not believe that he is descended from the line of ancestors set out in the 
Gospel. 

   Matthew's gospel begins by setting out "the genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son 
of Abraham," and then traces his human descent by bringing his ancestral line down to his 
mother's husband, Joseph. On the other hand, Luke traces his parentage backward step by 
step to the actual father of mankind, to show that both the first and the last Adam share the 
same nature. 

   No doubt the Son of God in his omnipotence could have taught and sanctified men by 
appearing to them in a semblance of human form as he did to the patriarchs and prophets, 
when for instance he engaged in a wrestling contest or entered into conversation with 
them, or when he accepted their hospitality and even ate the food they set before him. But 
these appearances were only types, signs that mysteriously foretold the coming of one who 
would take a true human nature from the stock of the patriarchs who had gone before him. 
No mere figure, then, fulfilled the mystery of our reconciliation with God, ordained from 
all eternity. The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon the Virgin nor had the power of the 
Most High overshadowed her, so that within her spotless womb Wisdom might build itself a 
house and the Word become flesh. The divine nature and the nature of a servant were to be 
united in one person so that the Creator of time might be born in time, and he through 
whom all things were made might be brought forth in their midst. 

   For unless the new man, by being made "in the likeness of sinful flesh," had taken on 
himself the nature of our first parents, unless he had stooped to be one in substance with 
his mother while sharing the Father's substance and, being alone free from sin, united our 
nature to his, the whole human race would still be held captive under the dominion of 
Satan. The Conqueror's victory would have profited us nothing if the battle had been 
fought outside our human condition. But through this wonderful blending the mystery of 
new birth shone upon us, so that through the same Spirit by whom Christ was conceived 
and brought forth we too might be born again in a spiritual birth; and in consequence the 


